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WAROM ,JE:J SOMALI UMH LEASUE, BRANCH OF MERCA |
CONCEZNING SOMALILAND UNDER IgnLIAN Amvmxsmgmzon -

" NMotc by the ‘Seci‘ajsar'z*(;encral' In accordance with rule 8‘5 s..nd subplementary
rulcs F and L of the xu\les of procedure for the Trust eeship Council tho
Secretary-Generalk has the hcnour to trensmit to “the mcmbers of the Trusteeship
Council, to the Govermment of Italy as the Administering Akth()rl'by of. the -Trust
Territory of Somalilami; and to the Govemaentg of Colombia, Egypt, and the
Philippincs as members of the A«ivisor& coxg.ncii for the Trust Territory of .

" Someliland, & communication dated 30 J uly 1951 from the Somali Youth League s
Branch of Merca, 'concerning the Trust- Terx'itory of Somaliland. under Itolien

adminis,tration‘. S e BT A S 2
This comuni.cation was transm;tted to tha Secre ﬁz’y-Genetal by the United Na‘bioas

Advisory Council for the Trust Torritory of Somali‘l.and under I‘balio.n Comtnar
edministratdons- > .o . L o ' - IR
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SOMALT YOUTH LEAGUR
‘Branch of Merca . . R N

S - Merca, 30 Juiy 1951,

To: The United liations Ad"}sozv Council
Mogadisclo, ) .

Chief Admi metrator of Ycualia,
VMogadisc io. ) .

Command of "Gruppo Carebinieri™, = 7 . : RECEE .
: Mogadiscio. o S ,j? S T AU

. Central Committee, Somall Youth League, I
MOgad.lSCiO. , S , o et
' This Committse has the honour to su'bmit respvctful.hy & peti 010"1 to t‘le
honourable Advisory Counc.il and to the Chief Administrator to demané Juetwe from
the "Tenenza Carabinieri", Merca, for the following occurrences which toock place,
from 15 May of the current year up to date, as reprisal against both our -
Association in par'..icular and the popu..ation in geneyal, S .
The circamstances being ag set out below, we roguest the honourable Adviso“y
Council and the Chief Administrator to intervene with the "Tenenza® at Merca in
order to stop the degradinf, and inhuman methods appiled in the fascist mamner
in Merca: , . ‘ » 7, ' : .
a) On the occasion of the 15 May anniversary although this Committee had -
“obtained from ’chq Resident permission to meke a public demonatration, the -
Lieutenant with his motor vehicle seriously engangsred {the life of) both
demonstrators and public, compoged of wemen and children » -thus Jebpardizlng what -
had been settled by the Political Autkority. Having been recussted by this
Commi(tt';ee to explain why (ke behaved in such a manner) , he did not deign to
answer, snatched away the drums from the people who carried them, drivinfg nig -
motor vehicle several times recklesoy in the midst of the pepulation, mad with
fright. Noﬁ satisfiéd with what he had set about to do, later on he called
together the membexs of the Committee end delivorsd to them the following speech:.
“that he would al.f.ow nobody to believe or to shout to the four corners’ of Merca
chat Somaliland ‘ig for Somalis; so long as there is a single white "carabinlere” L
yeople mustdust obey and ;xot discuss Lis orders. On tne same occesion he. told

- [this Committee
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this Committee that 1istening to the radio after 8 p.m, . is forbidden, to deliver
lzcbures to members of the institution after 9 p.m. ig forbidden; that there was
no permission to play after 8 p.m. the aocordeon with which the band was equipped.
Desgpite tho,Lieutenantis'uang$ ofders, this Ccmmittoe,obédiéntly left the ‘
"Tenenze" very late, thus missin ‘the,feast'for the 15 May anniversary,

b) The town of Merca is a.-connecting centre bstween Mogadiscio and Kismayu
as yell as for centres in the District itself., Therefore.the populaﬁion ig
continually 1ncreasiﬁg on account of the rains which bxock'the roads, -The
Lieutenent, probably annoyed with. the daily increase of the population, lets
loose in town more minions than. during the fapcist. period and stops in the
streets traders and drivers and other people, locking the in prison for the
first evening, without asking what their business is qnd'where_thoy,cooe;from,
end then deports them to their village of oriéin, eveh if the roasd is blocked,
or else he keeps them in prison several days and then deporta Lhem. /Many
relatives .called at the "Tenenza" to have the prisoner free, but ‘the Lleutenant
always received with angry and disrespectful words anyone- complaining of such
unjust actions, : ‘ ) L o

- ¢) As-soon as he arrived at Merca, thé‘Lieutenant‘delivered a speech to -
the Police constables and told them to abide by the following rules: 1) for
no.reason whatever to'freQuént public places managed by members of‘the'SYlﬁ
2);not-to speak to or even greet, anybody, b&t~particularly SYL members,
Therefore ownerg of bars,'holders.of a regular licence to sell drinks to the
public,zwere compelled to forbid Scmall soldiers to enter their premises. ‘Quite
differently‘are-allowéd to behalve the "Carabinieri" who frequent\brothels;°
concessionnaires? private club, and are even allowed to travel on concessionnaires‘
cars to teke: trips to the farms and sow terror among the peaceful Somali farm “
workers. As concerns places now out of bounds to Somall soldiers, there are not
places where bolitioal”lectures are held, but places where people go to get a
drink. With regard to interdiction to Somalil soldiers to greet eny. people,
several had to request to be dismissed from service, because they could not shake
their close relatives! hend. We cite an exemple: the refusal by sergeant Baxre
to forbid Somalis to set chalrs outside the'premises. Request of dismissal of
plain clotlies constable Hassan Mudei, request to be transferred by several
soldiers who preferred tovleavo Merca and be‘transferred«elsewhere: Therefore,rin

/this field
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‘this field too terror preVails, since one must-either ohey orders or be GO"J.Sld.GI‘GG-
a bad’ lot, - o e e e C ) :

' “d) :Perhaps: the Lieutenant has-reasons to Justi’f‘y his way of arresting
people, although they‘are guiltlese,w of hand.cuij‘;fing _Somalis together in en Indian
file in"the public road, ‘even if simply charged" with some'tiling or other' or- 'becauee

- they had.a fight' for futile reasons, and of .having them escorted by Ycarabinieri”
with sub-machins guns and big pistols, » BO that the poor guiltless man feels as:
though he. vwere :led to the gallows, LR ; I o i

e)-. Illegal and unjustified arrestsi On this subject, this 'Gonmittee ha.s
been unable ‘as yet to understand-why the. Somali '&river‘whoj called‘ at ’;t_he -station
to be paid for transport of two. Somall: soldiers from Mogadiscio to Merca, when. he
asked to be paid his due, he,vmg already paesenf,ere on his lorry -ready to.leave,

was’ arrested and kept in the gua.rd-room for over fo’u.r hours, and then. released.. ,
On that -occasion the' Somali in Question suffered a loss of not lese. than 350 or

"~ 40O (Somalos)’ for the trip he was going ‘to mske. Or the case of the 1orry owner,

also arrested, and-his lorry unloaded inside the station.;” The lorry was loaded

with miscellaneous goods and passengers, and he wes arrested simply because he-
had’ requested payment for the tranqport of ~some '11llalos from Moge&isclo to Merca..

Or.the unjustified.arrest of two Somali women, belonging. to good femilies, . On
that occasion, the- “Carabinieri", who- hed a petrol lamp, asked the women to 1ift
their vells,.and. threw light on their faces, and then .arrested them because they

had timidly“asked_‘the' reason.(for such request). - Or, finally, the reason for the

. arrest, also unjustified; of the ydung‘mdn' who had called at the station te lay-

infomiation against & debtor of his; indeed, he was not only arrested, but hed -

. -hig face slapped and he was manhandled and locked in prisqn;:f‘er the night. -

Recently, ‘to be exact on 29 July, a member. os SYL wag un;}uétly‘ axrrested.
'because he had-come between the Lisutenant and some Somalis ,. from-whom he.had .
confiscated some” tables; on which, on the occagion-of “the "Tdr el Fitr'", they.. .
were playing argameof ‘chance; ‘quite an ‘innocent geme; since :the stakes:-were. not
- highe"r‘tﬁa‘ﬁ 10 tcents or 20 cents ab the most, ':The Lleutenant interv‘ened on that..
"accosion on informstion supplled. by this Committee and. seized on -the spot. the .
tables in-question, When the lawful .ownexrs (called at; the station, _the Lieptenant ,
insteed -of satisfying their request, received.them with. ironical words, -sddressed
precisely ‘to.thig Committee (and. saying) that he, as Ccmmanding Officer;- wm;ld

S . /pro'bably be -
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probably be‘prbmeted from the rvank of"Lieutenant to thet of Captain, and that he
would arrest them, without glving any reason, if they inslsted further. As a
result, they asked the SYL members to make a petition on that matter, The SYL
nembcr; well aware of the full implication of what they were asking, assured them
that he would somehow have a word w1th the Lieutenant, and agked him’'to give them
full explanatlons. Uhfortunetely the member in questlcn, ‘not having found the
Lieutenent in his office, met him in the street. At the memberfs request about
vhat could be done in the matter of the tables, the Lieutenent told him not to -
agk Tor any explanation, and that if he thought that & petition was needed for
the contestants, he could make not oﬁiy'oﬁe; but ten, The Liewtenant asked the
Somali whether he had any intention of calling agaln the contestants, before ‘him,
end the reply was "no" and the exact words wenathat o would call nobody. But
if the contestants would call, he would make B petition to higher authorities,
‘Perhaps the Lieutsnant grew ongry at these’ eimple wo“ds, he immediately arrested
the Somali and. kept him,unaer arrest for not lees than nine hours, '

Finally for the unjustified reason of the arrest arising from 1t' because
one speaks to an authority in the public street, Very nearly the town made common
cause with SYL members, as the Somall was well k1own ‘end held in high estecm by
the population. Immediately afterwards, the whole population, roused called at
the Residency requesting immediate release., The Resident considering the
request to be fair, released temporerily. The next morning the Somali'called at
the Lieutenant's to have his position gsettled and the Lieutenant received him
with words wholly out of place, advising him to secure the assistance of & lawyer
" because he would no doubt be put in prison for six yoars: the reason being because
he had replied to a police officer in a manner that he did not like. Therefore
this Committee, findlng 1t difficult to cooperate with such police authorlty,
requests tho intervention of the honourable Advisory Council and of the Chief -
Administrator in order to look into what unjustly and inhumanly is in force at
Merca. We wish %o add, in connection with the incident of 29 July, that if the
populatlon?s revolt hed not beer quelled by the Reslcent's decision and unpleasant
disturbancés had taken plece, the fault would be entirely the Lieutenent‘s, who,
'for exceedingly ‘banal reasons, roused the public 1nd1gnation of the Somalis of
‘Merca. L h

" f) This Committee, making itself the 1nterpreter of;the feeling of SYL
members of Merca, states that, as far as the District is concerned it will be

[very, very
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Very » very difficult to agpire to irdopeudenr'e or perso-mel freedom, since we
have daily to f‘ece trou.ble W ith Police authorit* es. the reasons are the happenii’lgﬂ
which occurred and which will no doubt ocour in the near future 8o lOng as there
is 1n Merca a Lieutenant of carabinieri y whosa ideas are opposed to SOmalis’
ddvancement - _ | ‘ , o

. As regards SYL members and a great majority oi‘ the population, in splte of
their being peaceful and hard'-workmg people endeavours are made all the time tO;
terromze them, in order to lead. them to subJect themselves to the imperialistic
colonlalism of the late fesci st regime. . '

‘We ’ in our capacity of Committees' (memhers) note daily ’ with regret
actions which reqm.re patience ‘.nd perseverance s but in the present comiitions,
ve ' are une.‘ole to me.intein order and pocify spirits continually stirred up by thev
Lieutene.nt of carabinieri or his deputioe. . . ~
Therefore we ask the honoura.’ble Advmor;, Council and the Chief Admimstretor,
whether human rights really oxlst, Why suoh an occurrence was celebrated? Are .
they applled. in Someli]and.'s centree'? The Merca District is deepiiy wounded and.
expects .justice. No doubt this appeal of ours will not have been ma.de in vain.
And awaiting a better fate for ou_x;__g«ggpt* s we tender our best tha.nks and.
humble greetings. l N L )
.. For the Directing Cormittee -of-
: Merco. District: .

The Secretary,. -
Ali Malim (signed)

'someli Youth Leegu.e, . ;
Merca, o

Merca, 30 July 1951,
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Recelved by the Tnited Nations Advisory Cowncil at Mogadiscio on 1 August 1951. ~
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