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PET!T ~l't , M '11!J: SOMALI t.Tl'R LR.ll ... G-TJE, · BR!UTCII OF MERCA . . . . 110 SOM<'>.LIIJ>IlD UNDE:R ITALIAN ADN:UliSTRA'ffON ·· .. 

~to bl, the Sec . -~~~: In accorùance with. rule 85 end supplementary 

rulcs F and L of the :t'll\es of procedure for the Tru.steeship Oouncil, tho , 

Secretary-General bas the honour to transmit to the mor1bera of the Trusteeship . ' . " . . . : . 

Council, to the Govel"'D!!Ont of Italy as . the Admh1.!stering Authuri ty of .. the ·.Trust 

Terri tory of Somalil.and, and to the Gove~11ents of_ Colomb~a, Egypt 1 and the ._ 

Philtppinos as members of the Adviso1.7 Council for the Trust TerritorJ of .·· 

· Somaliland, a cOmmunication dated 30 JuJ.y 1951 from thé Somali Youth League, 

llranch. o:f: MorcQ. ,( concen1irtg the Trust Terri tory of Somalilànd under Itnli-en : 

~Eùninis_t1;-at19n .• · ,;·:' ·· ·· · · ··: ·· ~:. 
.. 

-. " ., <:""- ~ ~' .......... -· "'· 

Tliia cOil'ltlunication -was tra.nsmi tted to the Secretary .. General by the. United. Nations· 

Advisory Council for tho Trus_t Torritory of Somaliland under ·Italio.n< .--:<·-~--~_v·-

a~m,-~~ra;~~on•- 0 _. •• _ .. • •• .: ..... •• 
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SOMALI YOtmi ·LEAGUE: 
Brerich of Merca: 

Po: The United ·l'ia.tiono Ad:vJ.sor·.r Council, · 
Mogadiaclc', · . . · . 

Chief Adnlin.iatrator of Scrnalia, 
Mogaçlisc.io. 

Cozmn5.."1.d of "Gruppo Carebinieri" / · 
Mogadiscio. 

.. · 
'., 

· Centr8l.Gommittee, Somnli _Youth Langue,· 
Mogadiscio ..... 

'Merco., 30 July 1951.' 

~~ .- . 

'. l ·- /: 

'' ~ ... · 

Th~ a Çommi ttee haa the ho-r:our to. subm~ t reapectfully a petition. tq the .. 

honourable ·Adviso:ry CouncU at"!d to the Chief Admlnistrat<;>r to de:ma!W. jus.t.ice fzpm 

the "Tenenza Carab inieri" 1 1--!erca, fol:. the follO'w ing occurrences trhich took place, 

from.l5 May' of the current y.e&r up ·to date 1 as :repr!sal against both: our · .•. 

. ~ ' 

The circUm.stanèe~ boii?S 'as· set otit below, we raql.4est .the honoU..."'"able·Advisory 

Council and. the Chief Adminlstrator to intervene with the ''Tenenza" at Merca in 

o:tiler to stop the de~·ading and inhuman methode appl1ed in the fasciat marmer 

in Merca: 

a) On the occasion of tha ~5 May anniversary although this Comm.ittee bad 

.. -obtained from the Resident permission to me.ke a public demonotration, the 
- • ' 4 

Lieutenant with h~a motç>r vehicle aeriously en~angered (the life of) both 

demonstra.tors and public 1 composed of WC'lll':)U and children, cthua jeopardizlng what · 

had been_ settled by the Politlcal Authority. Having been requasted by this 

Committee to e.;:pla1n .why (he bohaved in auch a manner) 1 he did not à.eign to 
' answer, sn&tched away the drums from the people who carr:ted them, driving hia f' 

motor vehicle severa! times :recklesay in the midst of tb.e pop!llation, mad with · 

fright. Not eatisfied wij;h what he bad set about to do 1 l.ator on he called 

together the .mem.bers of the Comnit·tee and delivored to them the following speech~· 

''that he would allow nobody to belleve or to about to t.he four comsrs of Mercac :-. 

;;hat SÇ)lllaliland 1~ for SomaliB; so iong a~ there is a single white "ca.rabin1ere", 

}eople mu~t: J~~t obay and ~t diseuse hia orders. On tho srune oc cas ion hé. :"tof.d: .-

/this Conunittee 
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this Committee that liatening .to the radio after 8 p~m •. is forbidden, to deliver 

lactures to members of the institution a~ter 9 p.m. is forbidden; that there was 

no permission to play after 8 p.mo the accordeon with which the band was equipped, 

Despite the LieutonanMs unjup;t orders, this Conrnit"tee ,obediéntly left the 

"Tenenza" ~ery lata, thus missing the feast·for the 15 May anniversary. 

b) The to~-n of Merca is a connecting centre between Mogadiscio and.Kismayu 

as well as for centres 'in the District itseJ,.f. Therefore. the population is 

continually increasing on account of the rains l-rhich black the roads. The 

Lieut_enant, probably an.."loyed with. the daily increa.se of the population, l.ets 

loose in town more minio~1s than duritig the. fascist period, and stops in .the 

streets traders and drivers and other people,- locking the in prison for the 

first evening, without asking what the ir business _is, ~nd where they come· from, 

an~ then depo~s them to their village of o~igin, even if the road is blocked, 

or elsa he keeps them in prison seveial daye and .then deporta them. Many 

relatives .called at the "Tenenza" to have the priaoner free, but.the_Lieutenant 

always receivèd witb angry and _disrespectful word.s anyone complaining of auch 

unjust actions. 

c) As aoon as he arrived at Merca, the~'Lieutenant 'd.elivered. a speech to 

the Police constables and told them to ab ide by the following rules i - l) . for 

no- reas on whatever to frequent public places managed. by members of 1ïhe · SYL; 

2t not- to spaak to or even great, anybody, but particularly SYL members. -

Therefore owners of bars, holders.of a regular licence to sell drinks to the· 

public,. were compelled to forbid Somali- soldiers to enter their p~mises·. :Qui te 

differently-are allowed to behalve thé "Carabinier!" who frequent brothela, 
- . -

concessionnaires~ private club, and are· èven allowed to _travel on conceasionria-ires' 
1 - ' .• ·' 

cars to take trips to the far.ms and sow terror among the peaceful Somali farm 

workere. As concerna places ·now out of bounds to Somali aoldiers, "there are not 

places where political 'lectures are held, bUt. places where people go to get a 
drink. With regard 'to interdiction to Somali soldiers to great any people, 

several had to request to be diamissed from service; because they_ could ·not sha.ke 

their close relatives'· hand. W'e cite an e:ic:a.mple: the refusal by sergeant Barre 

to forbid Somalis to set chairs outside the premiaes. Request of dismissal of 

plain clothea constable Hassan Mudei ,- request to be tranaferred 'blf · several 

soldièrs who preferred to le ave Mere a and be tranaferred . elsewhere. Therefore, in 

/this field 
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·this field too te:rror. prevails 1 ·since one must eithe.r. ,qbey; o:t·ders or be cons.idered 
a bad. lot • ' .. ' ' . 

: d) 
. 

·. Perhaps the ·Liéutena~t has reasons t.o Justify his way -of arresting 

people 1 although they are gUil.tless , .• of: handcuffing Somalis togeth,er in an Indian 
- ·- \ 

file in1"tlie pu.~lic road, 'even if s:i:I!lply charged with something or othe!' or:~because . . 

they'·had. a ·fight· for futile ·i'easons; and of ,hB,ying them escorted by "Ca:rabinieri" 

t1ith s~b•·machine guns and big· pistole, so .that. the poor guiltless ·:man feels as: .. 

though .hè l-rere led ,_·to the gall~vs. : · .. .. . . . . · · '!': · 

e). .. Ill!~l ah~..Jm.J!!.êt:~!'ied o.rrests·~ on this sulJject, thfs ·Committee lla,s.· 

been ·unable as yet to understand·wohy the.Somàli driver who· called. at-.the· . ..station 

to be paid ·for transport of t~to Somp.li. soldiers from 1·1ogadiscio to, Merca.,- x-rhen.~he 

asked:_to be paid his due, hav'ing already: passeneere on his lorry·ready to leave, 

waa' arreste·a· and kept :ln the gua.rd-room for ov:ér'fo'ur hours, and then.released. 

On that occasion' -the· Somali in· question suffered a loss of not l.esa thau 350. or· 

· . 400 · (Soma! os r for the trip he wae going ·to make. Or the case of ·bhe lorry- owner 1 

also arrested, an:d .. his lorry unloaded inside the station.,,,.., The lorry was lo~ded 

with miscellaneoua goods and tJassengers, and he was arrested simply beoause he· .. 

had: rèqueated payment for the transport of· some lllalos from Mogadiscio to Merca. 

Or the unjustified. o.rres.t of tw~ Somali women, belonging. to good ,familiE;l.s •. On 

that ·Occasion,· the ·"Cal·abinieri" 1 who· had a petrel lanJ.p1 .asked th~ wom.en to li;ft 

their veils;·.and· threw ~ight on their .faces, and then.am-es.ted t.Qem because .. they 

had tlmidly·asked the reason .. (for süch request) •. ·.Or, finally, th!3, reason f.or, the 

arrest 1 also- unjustified.; of the ydU:ng ·mdn ~rho bad called at .the st~tion .to J.ay · 

info~tttin.-·against a debtor of his; ·indee&; he w~s not only .~rreu.ted1 _but had ·· 

. •· 1i1s. face alapped and he was manhand.l.ed .and .. lockod in prison for the ;l~ght •.... 

Recently, :to be exact on 29 July1 ;a membe-r. os SYL_ w~~ unjus.tly .a:r:rest~d .. · 

'becaùse he nad. c.ome between the Lieutenant and SO!llS Somali~,; f·ro1J1, ·Wh~ Q.e· .had- .. 

conf:iiscated some'· tables,; on \-rhich, ··on the, 'OCCas·ion-of· the 11Idr .e:l Fitr'!;,, t;hey< . 

t-rere playing a·:game·:of:cnancej ·qui te an ·innocent game;· s:ince.'·the .stakes'Wiire· not 

· highe'r:tlidn 10 eenta· or ·20 cents ·at the mos·t·. :.,:.The Lieutena~t lntervened 'Oll that 

·acc'6ston on infonnation sn:pplied· by· thi~· Commi ttee a_ndcEJetzed ··on ~the ·spo:t. the. · 

tables. in ·que.ati'on. ,llhen the· -JAwfuJ. .. 0\\'hers ,called at.,.the station,,. tpe L1e,utenant1 

insteed .of'· satiafying, their request, l"(')Oeiv:ed. them with. ironical: ·worQ.s,.:addr~ased 

:precieely 'to .this Conimittee (.and say:tng) th.9.t .he 1 as 'Commanding Officer;:·wQttl<l. 

/probably .be·, 
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probably be premoted from the. raruc of Lieutenant to that of Captain, and that he 

vrould. arrest them; w1thout giving any reason, if they insisted further. As a 

result-, they asked the SYL members t'o make: a petition on that matter. The SYL 

"J.embc,r, wall aware of tho fuJl implication of what they were asking1 assured them 

that. he would som.ehow have a word with the Lieutenant, and asked him' to give them 

full explanations~ Unfortunately the member in question, not having found the 

Lieutenant i~ his office,_m.et hÙn.in the street. At thè·memberts request about 
' ' . 

'ivhat oould be done in the matter of the tables, the L~.eutanant told him not to 

ask for any explano.tion, and that if he thought that a petition vas ne.eded. for 

the contesto.nts 1 he could màJre not ocl.y. onè-, but teno The Lièutenant asked the 

Somali whether he had any intent5.on of caJJ.ing aga in the conteatants, before him, 

and the reply was "no" ·and the exact worda · wme that ho woÙld caU' nèbody. ~But 
if the conteatants would call, he would zoo,Ji:e ·a' petition ta higher àuthoritiea. 

Pe~haps the Lieutanant grew angry a.t theae: simple· words; he imt'rlediately arrested 

the Somali and· kept hlm und.er ·arrest for. not lees than nine hourà. 
' .. 

Finally for the ünjuatified reason of the arrest arising from it; because 

one speaks ta ar+ authority ·in the public stl~eet~ Very nearly the tawn made common 

cause wi th SYL members, as the .Somali was' w-ell k."'..lOt-tn' and held in high esteeill by' 
' . ' 

the population. Immediately afterwards, the whole population, roused., called at 

the Residency requesting immediate release. The Resident, considering the 

request to be fair, releaaed temporerily. The nex.t moming .the Somali· called at 

the Lieutenant's to have his position settled and the Lieutenant received hlm 

with.words wholly out of place, advising him to secure the assistance of a lawyer 

because he would no doubt be put in prison for six yoars: the reaeon beiug because 

he had replied to a police officer in a manner tbat he did not like. · Therefore

this Committee, finding it difficult to cooperate with auch police authority, 

requests tho intervention of the honourable Advisor.y Council and of the Chief 

Ad.minietrator in arder to look into what unjuetly and inhuma:nly is in force at 

Merca. We v1eh to add, in connection with the incident of 29 Jùly, that if the· 

population~s revolt had not beeri quelled by the Resiè~.ent1 s decision and unpleaeant 

disturbancês had taken place~ the fau].t would be entirely the Lieutènant1 s, who, 

for exceedingly banal reaeons, roused the public indignation of the Somalis of 

Merca. 
f) This Committee, making'itaelf the intervreter of·the feeling of SYL 

memhers.of Merca, etatàs that, as far as the.District ia concerned, it will be 
/very 1 very 
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-,, __ .' 
il\., 

very, very diffic~lt to aspire to ir.dependence or personal freedom, since we 

have daily to ':fàce "trouqle t~41th Police ~u~hori ti~s: the .. reas ons a~ the ~apperiinga 
11hic~ ~ccu~red ~~d ~hlch ~ill n~ doub~ oc~~r i~ .the. nea; .future,, so long as th~~ 

' ' ' ,. . . ~ ;·' ... - :. . . . :" . •' ' ~ . ' 

is in M?,rca a Lieutenant of carabinieri, w:hoE!e ideas are o.pposed to. Somalis! 

advancel!!ent. . .. -.' 
'f" 

As regards SYL m.embers ·and a great majority of the ,population, .in apite of' 
' • •• •• !'. • • ' . • • 

their being peacef.ul and ·.hard-'t'rorking .people endeàvours. are. made ali the time to · 
' 
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terrorize thep11 .in order to .lead. them to subject themselves t,o the imperialistic 
colo~iÛlisni''~r the iate fa~cist regime. , . . . 

4 • ••• ;;, . . ' ' . . . . . ~ . . 

We, in.our èapacity of Committees' (members) note daily, with reg'ret, 
. ,._. . . ' ·' .. '· . .• 

actions which requirè pa Üence cri.d peréover~~ce, but, in the . pres en~. co~d~ ti ons, 
~e·:~re u~ble to~i~tain orel~~ and' pe.~if',y s:pi,rlts continually atirred up by .th~ 

. . . ' . . . ' . ~- . ' . : . 

Lieutenant of. carabinieri or his dep~:tties •. · 

• Therefore \·re askthe honourable.Advis~cy Council and. th~ Chief Administ~tor, 
' ' ' . ', " . ~ . ' . 

whether htunan rights really exist. H'hy suc~1 an occurrence t-ras celebrated? _Are ... 

they applied in 'somaliJ~and' s centres? ·The i1e;ca District- ~s 'd.e.eply t-round.ed a~d 
exp~ct~ jusÙce ;· No doubt- this app,eal of o.u;9 will not -h~v~ _been made i'q.· ~ain • 

... , . . . ' . . . . . . : .. . . . ~' ' . . , . . .. 

' · And ~wait1).1(3 a better fate for 2,.u_r_c_2~nt;;y:, we tender ou.r best thanks and 
humble greetir.gs. · · · 

. . · .... : 

Somali. Yon th LeagQe, 
~.ferca.' · 

. ' .. . ~ 

Merca, 30 July 1951. 

For .the Direct,ing Committee ·of
Merca District: 

The Secretary 1 - · · . 

Ali Malim ( signed) 
~.; . 

. ·_;. •' 

' ; . 

Received by· the' 'United Naiù'ooo Advi~dr;r Counci.J~ at ':Mogà.diséi~ on 1 August l951. -'· 
~-· . ' ~· .. 




