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Iote by the Secretary-General: In accordance with rule 85 end
supplementary rules I and L‘ of the : ulas of procscure for the Trvst@eshlp
Council, the ¢ ecretary—(‘oporal bas me honour to transmit to tbe members

of the Trusteeshin (“opno 1, to the Gove”m“ nt of Ttaly as ‘the
Administering hutherity cf the T.mst Territcry»oi Somaliland, end to "_th'e.
Govermments of Colombin, Egyps, and the Thilippines as nembers of the |
Ldvisory Council for the Trugt T« erritory of ubnwlﬁ lard, = dom*u'lication dated -
18 February 1952 from the Chisls
of Somaliland under Itallan edpinletration.
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United Hotions Adv lsary Council for the ‘Trugt Tmrruory of Somezlilend under
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Translated from Italian
Belet Uen, 18 Februvary 192

To the Advisory Cﬂuncil for Sowaliland under
Italian Tru5ueeship.Aquivistratlon,
Mogadiscio, : -

We, the undersigned Chiefs of Belet Uén distriet think it is owr duty
to bring to yeur knowledge what happened and still happens in this District
- owing to risrule and persecution by Italian administrative officials, who,
although they call themselves democfats, remain vhey they used to be, namely,
colonial Pascist officia¢s accustomed to canaidering Somalis as beings
without feeling under their dilctatoriel rule.

First of all we wish to state that we decided to send this report only
after havipg awvaited Justice in vain, and having repeatedly appealed to
H.E. Fornari, who did not even deign to let us know that he had read our

- statements., ' R i | 4 . :

For the sole reeson that we heve been members of the "District Council"
in Belet Uen, under the British Administration of Scmeliland, and thet wve
did not edhere to the so-called "pro-Italy" parties, though we do-not belong
either to the opposition, known as S.Y.L., we are continually prevented from
carrying out our functions as Chiefs fepresenting the people, and the local
Authority, headed by the Resident Nece, keeps & shert look-out on ué, and
seeks an excuse, any cxcuse, to instiﬁute‘proceedings ageinst us, the result
of which would be a pfison sentence, ' |

Among the many, we cite the follo#ing instances of misrule and open
persecution against persons who.do mot turn spies in favour nf the saild
officials, or else do nct,pretend to have no eyes to see and no intellect to
understand, ' | '

1. In Belet Uen, the democratic institutions that the Administration boasted
7 thet 1t had set up in Somaliland -~ such as the Residéncy Councll and the

Municipal Council - do.not exist in przctice; the latter has not yet

been set up and the former'hasAbeen prevented from having a concrete

exlstence owing ta the imrroper choice of Councillors made by the

Resident who took es & basils not so much intellectual cepability,

. ‘ :  /degree



T/Pﬂ1lli/2657'f~‘
Page'3 ' L

>degree bf~educatioﬁ'aﬁd'cépabilify‘df representing. the variéus elements,
as would have been fair, but rather the supposed political idems of each
of them; out of 15 NotableS’admitted as members, who, according to
instructions received by A.F.I.S., should have been selected from emong
the z"‘eél"and most capable Notebles of Belet Uen, no less than 11 are
illiterate and 4 belong ‘Eo“ ethnical groups of other districts, and of
these, only one rgsides'permanently in Belet Uen, although he is

ot well thought of by the ‘group he is:réyresenting; oné of thease s
indeed, is a peld chief of ‘the El Bur Residency (Sheck Mohamed Ali

 “Hidik - Aberghidir Air); he wes sent to Belet Uen to stréngthen the

2.

- budget.

position of the "Africens", who are rather week here. Of the 7 remaining

* ones, four are Ginmgele end three Mekanne; there are no Awadle, Galgial,

Shekal, Dir, Udegen and mny other communities thriving in Belet Uen. '
The eleven above-mentioned Councillors belohg to the "Africen" section
of Belet ﬁe_n, and therefore, on account of the evident digproportion
among ethnical groups, and among political fbrmationgs (out of 33
Councillors, 17 are Africans, 12 indeépendent and 4 S.Y.L. end ethnically,

6 are Glagele, 5 Makanne, 4 Galglel, 3 Awadle, etc.) thé sound portion

of the Councillérs; who saw themselves placed in the minority, refused
to enter as membérs of the Council, Subsequently, endeavours to -
balence the Assembly by adding other independent or S.Y.L. elements

" were brought to naught by the Resident, who did not accept the list

'sﬁbmitfed, and’ refused to adrit persons  carrying out en activity on
their own (merchants, etc.); this shows that A.F.I.S. officials -

at least those whom we sew here - prefer to have as Councillors persons "
whn are compelled to depend, economicaliy, on them (candidetes to the
office -of peld Notables) , thus encouraging péfasités on the country's
Public order is not properly éafeguard,ed end when digorders occur, due
to lack of protection, then the rage is turned egainst the people in
order to collect fines. At the beglnning of this year, on the
occasion of Administrator'Fc}rnmj’i's visit to Belet Uen, the tribe
Mekenne, which, as was well known, was et the time and still is in discord .

Jover
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- over the cholce of a Ugas, wes permitted to make a demt_msti'ation with

- speers, swords, daggers and clubs. The Police warned the Resident of
- the danger of permitting a demonstration with weepons, but the
Resldent instructed that they be allowed to do it. The parties

- scuffled with one another, end there wes a large ;:‘vmber of wounded
Persons. Abtout seven people were detained in priscn over a month and
then fiped 100 So. each,‘ in addition to a month's impriconment, as a
result of the incident, charged with 1llegally cerrying arms. Vhy were
they not revented from entering the village with such erms, instead
of taking plessure in persecu’cing. them afterwards? The answer should
be given by the Administration.
3. . The population is not free here to choose its own representatives. .There
- 18 a question extant between the Chlef Sandol Gure - Awadle Agon - and
his people, who, since they no longer had c_onfidence in him, asked the
Authority for permission to convene a “Scir" through whicil to prove to
the Authority Qhat the population do not want that Chief-any\longer.
The application was signed by}hﬁ‘ persons from awong the most
reﬁresentative‘of the tribe. The Resident at first refueed to receive
them, alleging as a pretext that they were'not allowed to cell et ‘the
~office without their Chiefs, ‘egainst whom they were petitioning, being
present. Subsequently he 'bhreatened to persecute them, because, so he
seid, they bhad been influenced by other persons and were not remssoning
with their own mind, and refused to permit the "Scir", demanding that
they should produce the sigpatures of dll Agoen peeple._ A1l ;bhat because
‘the Chief Sandol belongs to the African Party, and it is feared that
the choice mey‘fall on & "not sound" element, according to those
officials' conception. At present it appeei's that the ;pet’ition has
- been passed over to the Police, obviously to frighten the signateries 5
who had been expressly delegated 'by the popul“t;on, end to meke him
recede from their purpose.
Lk,  Chief Nur Siad - Awadle - Chief of the urben centre of Belet UEn,

serves dislnterestedly all those whq come to him for medical care in
-which he has much expense. For more than thirty years he has been

/ helping
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helping 21l in this menner without ever as}ai.ng'for aiwthing and he is
known in all‘ Somaliland as a good surgeon even'thoug;h not in the sense
~ conceived by more advanced people. Now he is on trial because he is
rerticizating in our group of independent persbns only for having
8een superficizlly & year ‘ago,a‘womﬁn who had teen wounded on the head
by her husbend end who then died as a congeguence of a confinement.
D+ The Chief Ibrehim Abde - Giagele - who is not well thought by the
o Administrption.bééause he stubbornly refuses to join the U.A.S.
(African Union of Somplilend) thus asserting his independence, was
recently summoned to the Police Staticn, charged, asccording to what
_he wes told, with heving borne false witness in favour of a fellow
who is alleged to have unduly collected arreers of selary @s ex-
serviceman. The Chief gave no evicence ; In favour or agalnst anybody ,ﬂ
and does not even know the person in guestion, but in the mesntime,
“even though he is not'mnvimsad ... he was shown that he is persecuted.
So ell others toc, who show independence, whether or not they belong
to the 8.Y.L., are carefully watched to be annihilated. 4 ‘

We request your intervention, so that this state of things be put to
an end, ané AJF.I.8. officials carz"y out their duties, without herassing
the population.

We attach hereto copies of two *statements-l—/ previously sent to H.E,
the Administrator who did not deign tn let us have a word of acknowledé’ement
end without the state of things having improved in the least.

Ve beg to remin,

v Your obedient servents,

(signed) 7 , ‘

Ls Chief Manallim Eussen Barre - %ekal

2. Chief Osman Abdulle - Udegen

3. Chief Nur Siad - Avadle

4. Chief Ibrahim Abdo - Giagele , , ,

5. Noteble Ali Tdo Magenei - Galgial o e | :

6. Toteble Hagl Nur Ali - Galgial o |

Received by the United l\ations Advisory Council in Iuogadiscio on 3 March 1952.
mbv tho Secretariat: The documents referred to have been placed in

the Tiles of the Secretariet ard are evailable to the members of the
‘I'rusteeshlp Comcil upon request,
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