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Note b;r the Secretary-General-: In accordance with. r'Ul.$"' 85 end 

suppleme~tary rules F. and L .ot· the ·rules of. :proced~ fOJ;" the-1'ruateeship 

Council~_'·~~~ ~~c;r:e~~~!-Gen~r~l .. ~s the :honour·to .transmit' to 'l;he:'membe~- of 

the IJ;'rust~~ship CoUJ;lcil1 .t9 the ;Government. of Italy ··as tHe Aainiilistering .. 
: • "ft-·• •• t" 

Authority .of ·\;he Trust .. Territory of Somaliland, _;and>to the:Gov6.rn:m.ente{ of· .. · · 
)\;'>.'. . ' . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ; 

. Colombia, Egypt, and :the P!).ili;p]linea as · membe~. of: ;the Advisory Council fo~ ·: , 

the Trust T~;rttory -;~~ Sqmal:J.land,. a communication (lated 22 Februax7 ·l95~ ·· 
from the Moplem. League concerning th,e Trust .Territory. ·of Somaliland under · 

. . ; . 

Italian ~dmiJliat~tion •. : . . . . ·f. i , · · · · · · · · 

~' ~hta. ·c~un:i.cation was.·tranamitted to the Secre'i;iar;r-Generai by the. 
~· . . .. ' ~· . 

United:·Nation~ :.A~yi~:iory Counci:j. for tn$· Trust Terr:ttory of somaliland.,i.m.der , · . 
... ,• '.;> I ;' ;• I '• o ' ' • ~~:-:• ' • ' ~ • 

Italian ·.A-~~~~t~a.t.i~:q•. i. ,1 ;; j •• '· · ,' , .. •• • -::. 
• t • •• • .... • ~ • . ~ . 

,· . . ...... ... 
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.PEl'ITION FROM TEE MOSLEM LEAGUE,. MCGADISCIO 
' . 

Copy 

The President, Trusteeship Council, United Nations 
-.. ~ .. / t .,. 

lt.,· •• ·. 

Sir, 
( .. :. - .. 

; :• .•. : . • t' . ". .·_· • < ·... ! .. 

. We beg __ t_o ·submit. to. you ~he t'Qllcying cqm::p,la~~. - ~ ·· ... 
~ • • • • • • •• .. ' ' • .. • • .. • ... • 1 • ' "' -~ • • 

:The. w~ol~ Somali peo.ple· has r~pe~t~(lly .de;termined. that the Arabic ·. 
. : • . ~ . . ' ' . . . :~1'~ -.•. • .. . / • -~- . .. ... 

language shall, be the . Official language s)f f?Pma,l~J.a;nd1 on account Of its 
• ' • ~ • I . • •- • • '' • ,, ' • t , • • 

associations with the Isl~mic_ religion and. its firm.:.CO~exi.ons with the. social 
. . • , . • . . . . .~: :J . . • . {' ' • • .. ·. . . • • • .• t ·. 

and· -cultural_life of .. t~e _co~t:ry., .:·.We the:ref.ore. protest mo;s:t..;st~onsly· arid urge 

speedy satisfaction ~f th~ n!3t.ion~~- des~re. 1 wh~~~.~i·a:that.all-~fficial.' · · 
. •' '~ . . . . ... .. . . .. ·. . ., . . . ' . . . . ' . .. ' ·~ . '·-.~ ' ~ .. ' . 

communications ·and applications to the Government and to. ,::pu.plic. dep~rtm.ents : • . . ' . . . ·~ . . . .. ' .. ., " . . 
such as the Pos~ Of~.ice, ba.Ilks, .. c:r;hninal, qourts, .loc~l, au.thori~ies., and the' 

• • , • • • ·.~ • '· •• •' ~ • • • ' ' ~ J '. ,·. • ' • •• • • ' 

High Comm1eeioner1s . .Office, ~J?.d. al,l addref1S.!3S, sh~ll.l;le. __ :l,n tP,e,.Arabic langl,la~;Se; 
, • • .,. • I, ' • • • • • ' ; • I , • . ' ' •' ' ... • fr - ·" • • ' ~ ' • ~ ,' • ,"" ' , r 

and that education shall be made general througho.ut Soma~iland by, tb:e '·earl~-:- .... 

:provision of a sufficient number of qualified teachers for ·au' the' country's ., 

schools. We observe here a movement against the Arabic language and the 

Islamic religion, directed towards abolishing that noble language and the 

:principles of Islam. 

In face of thia problem we are unable to sit with folded hands. The 

language ~ith which we have lived for the past thirteen hundred and seventy 

years is the lansuaga which we learn and which we teach to our children, which 

we cherish and for which we give our lives. 

We beg you to lay the tnatter before the Trusteeship Council for 

examination at the earliest possible moment~ A year of the trusteeship period 

has passed, and yet we see no interest, nor any sign·that interest is felt, in 

this language. The truth is that the .Arabic language is neglected entirely, 

and there are in the whole of somaliland no qualified teachers at all, nor any 

schools properly so ca~led, bu.t the name is used merely for wretched, starved 

village Koran schools, which do not merit the name of school, Thus we have no 

education in Arabic, but the Italians wish to wipe out the Arabic language and 

/to replace 
'. 
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to replace it by Italian, and to merge the Somali people with the Italians 

end colon~ze the country themselves, doing away with Somali identity and 

tradition •. 

Article 4 of the Trusteeship Ag~ement for the Territory of Semaliland 
made between the United Nations and Italy provides that: 

' 
"The .Administering Authority 1 recognizing the fact that education 

in its broadest sanae is the only sure foundation on which any moral, 

social, political and economic advancement of the inhabitants of the 

Territory can be based, and believing that national independence .with 
due respect for freedom and democracy can be. established only on,this 
basis, undertakes to establis.h a aovnd and effective· system of (:ducation, 

with due regard for Islamic culture and religion. 

"The Administering Aut}+ority therefol:'E' undertakes to promote the 
educationa+ advancement of tbe·inhabitants, end to this end undertakes to 
establish which shall includ& elementary, secondary, 'vocational {including 

. . . ,· 

institutions for the training of teachers). and technical schools, to 

provide free of charge ·at least -el~mentary educat.ion, and to facilitate 

higher and professional education.and cultural advancement in every 
posaiole way. 

"In particular, tbe Administerins Authority shall take all 

appropriate steps: 
"(a) ~o provide that an adequate number of qualified students 

from among the indigenous population receive university or professional 
education outside the Territory, ~o aa to ensure that sufficient qualified 

personnel Will be available when the Territory becomes a sovereign 

independent State; 
"(b} tro combat illi teraot by all possible means;. • •" 

~- and to disseminate culture generally and in particular to foster i~t~rest 

in Islamic culture and Islamic law where circumstences so require. 

(signed) Al Sheri:f Mahmud Abd al Rahrnan 

President, Moslem League 

***~* 




