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PETITION FROM MR . MOHAMED SCEK OSMAI\T, SECRETARY-GENERAL
OF THE "UNIONE AFRICANT SOMALI" CONCERNING
SOMALITAND UNDER ITALTAN ADMINISTRATION

Note by the Secretary-General: In accordance With rule 85 and supplementary ,“.
rules F and L of the rules of procedure for the‘Truéteeship Council, the k |
Secretary-General has the honour to transmit to the_mémbers of the Trusteeship
Council, to the Govérnment of Italy ag the Administering Authority of the Trust‘ »
Territbry of Somaliland, and to the Governmentérof Colombia, Egypt, and the
Philippines as members of the Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of -
Somaliland, a communication dated 30 November l95i from Mr., Mohamed Scek Osman,'“
Secretafy—General of the "Uhiohe Africani Sdmali” concerning the Trust Territory~
of Scmaliland under Ifalian administration. This communioation was trahsmiﬁtéd
to the Secretary-General by the United Nations Advisbry Council for_therTrust,

Territory of Somaliland under Ttalian administration,

52-2109 - , ‘ | JUNTON OF .
: : ~ ' ’ T/PET.11/223 - - -



. o/PED.11/223 IR
‘Page 2 R W AR T S

UNION OF AFRICANT IN SCMALILAND

Headquarters - Mogadieoiof

\

‘ i Mogadiscio, 30 November 1951,
' TO: The.United Nations Advisory Council, ' '

Copy for>1nformat10n to: The Ttalian Trusteeship. Admlnlstratlon
e of Somaliland.

’".I, the uhdersigned, MOHAMED SCEK OSMAN, Secretary General of the "Union of
“Africani in Scmaliland" and Territorial Councillor, have the honour to set out
the following: , o |
The plan of political reform for the Territory of Somaliland,‘relating to
the year 1952 provided for the allotment, in the‘Territorial Council, of seats
“to the Varioﬁs political parties in proportien to the efficiency and activity of
' the parties themselves, as well as in accordance with the number of branches |
eX1st1ng at 30 June 1951, and of branches which although oonstltuted after suoh
_‘ date have at least 200 members, ’ .
; In oonformlty with such a criterion, a single seat was allotted to the party
“.of "Union of Africani in Somaliland". ‘ _
= It was pointed out to both the Administration and the Territorial Council,
that although my party had been unable to reguiarize its branches position by ‘
Uthe preecribed date, nevertheless it numbered in total 32 branches, and ail thosev
' eeﬁstituted after 30 June had more than the 200 members required, and that
therefore the party was entitled to have not only one single representative in
the Territorial Council, but~two.
- On that occaslon it was p01nted out t6 me that, at least for the year 1952,

that was not posslble because the branches had not been regularized in

'¢4'accordance with the pr0V151ons of article 3 of the Reform Plan,

- T am not g01ng to deny that, in fact, there has been a-delay in arranging

for the regularization, which actually was done after the fixed date, but it

. should be borne in mind that,‘while after the statement T made at the meeting of

~ . same month of September.,

h September'of the Territorial Council the last date for the regularization was
protracted to the 1lst of September, the regularlzatlon of my party's branches,

 for various reasons, could be effected only between the 10th and the 20th of the

s

‘/Since in the
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Slnce in the Plan 1t is stated tnat any party requestlng dcknowledgement of g
a new branch can obtain w1thout dlfflculty provided that it produces a llst of o
no fewer than 2OO members, there ought not to be too much rlgldity in the
application of article 3 of the Plan, also because the party "Union “of Afrlcanl
in Somallland" has to-day 45 branches . , '

I do not thlnk thereforé, that a party which has such a great number of -
branches, which is really efficient and carrles out an ever larger act1V1ty
throughout the Territory of Scmaliland, ‘should be'represented by a single menmef'gf
in the Territorial Council, whereas there are parties which, have more than?@ne  '£
representative, although they have a smaller number of branches and. are o
practically inefficient and inactive. A I o ;”

Moreover, T have to remark that the criterion adopved strikes my party. o
also from fhe point of view of morale, siﬂée T publicly deolared, in‘the éaid
meeting of 4 September that unless paragraph‘3 of the Reform Plan was amended
with a more logical and fair criterion, the party‘“Union of Africani” would . :
l@ave the Territorial Council, The solutlon mlght be found to day only in . the{ ‘f
following ways: _ _ |
1. to take no part in the new'fqrmation of.the‘Tefritofial Council, thus

excluding the co-operation of a large portion of the popﬁlation from the;‘

“making of the new State; ‘ _ o
2y to take part and accept a condition of inferioriﬁy in réspect of the
' other parties., 4 - R o .

Therefore, 51nce\the compllatlon of lists of representatlves of the Varlous |
polltloal parties Wthh are to take part in the 1952 se551on of the lerrltorial
Council is' imminent, I, the<updersigned, beg to ask the honqurable.AdV1sory ;

-Council to lend‘theif suﬁpdrt with the Administrétion 5o that to the party;'4
‘T"Union of Africani in Somaliland" will be allotted the ‘other seat, to which, in-‘\
my opiﬁion, it is entitled. ' - o . i 4' -

Trusting in your kind and prompt intervention, T thank you in advance-and

tender my kindest regards. . . | | o

‘ THE POLITICAL SHCRETARY GENERAL OF

| U.4LS. o
" (Mohamed Scek Osman)

(signed) M.S. Osman





