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Note by the Secretary-General: In accordance with rule 85 and supplementary 

rules F and L o_f the rules . of procedure for ,the Trusteeship Council, the Secretary­
' 

 
. 

' 

·_.'!.

General his th~ honour to transmit to the members of . the Trustee ship Counc ~1, to 

the Government of .Italy as the h.dministering Authority of 1the Trust Terr:i tory of , 

Somaliland1 and to the Governments of Colombia, Egypt, and 'the- Philippines as 
members · pf the J.d.visory .Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland., · a 

communication dated. 14 December 1951 from Iman Omar, Sultan of the ;~bgal Tribes 

concerning the Trust Territory of Somalilan~ under Italian ad.ministra~ion • . 

This comm~nication was t~ansmi tted. to the Secretary-General by the- Uni tea.. 

Nations J'.dvisory Council for, the Trust /T~rrit9ry of Somaliland. under Italian 

administration. 
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. (Translated. from Italian) 

Date·: · 14 December 1951, at 1040 hrs. · 

From: Itala 

TO 'IRE UNITED .NATIONS, 
MOQ.filliSCIO 

.• / .... 
·.,, ' 

. ~ .... - .. . :.-··;::.-. 

. , .~ 

' . 

I GOT TO KNOW THAT YESTERDAY MORNING THERE HAS BEEN A BIG FIGHT BE'IVJEEN WAE3LE 

ALI Gil.F AND BORDER GROUPS AT EL BUR. 500 CAMELS WERE SEIZED AND ONE PERSON DIED. 

THis Is THE FIRST INFORMATioN i~ND I 1-liLL coME ToMoRRow-To MoG.misc:i:o.Y · · 

IM!·N owm 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: 
T/PET.l1/226. . 

' 
possibly referring to the same 'problems raised. in 

/Mogad.isnu; · 
. 1 
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. Mogadishu, 15th.· De_c-ember, 1951. 

To: THE PRESIDENT, 

Sir, 

THE U .N • . ADVISORY COUNCIL, 
_MOGADISHU (Somaliland). , 

I, the· undersigned I:MAN OMA.R i:MAM.ALI, IM.L\M (Sultan) of the Abgal ~ribes, . 

having understo~d, while in my residence at Adaleh,_ that ~here arose a serious 

and grave situ~t·i_on. in EL DERE, i9- the district_ of _El Bur, bet~een the A.bg~l 
Waesle rer Ali -Gaff, . whose 500 famels have been fore ibly t~ken away by policemen, 

du!ing their absence -while at the Celebration of the Prophet's Birthday, and the 

policemen who operated the collection of the camels, wish to draw your kind 

attention- tha~ I have addresse d. a t el egr a m to . the .U .N. Advisory Council as well . 

as one to . the A .F ,I .S., in which t elegrams your a tten.tion was drawn to - this 
- . . ' ' 

critic_al situation and. stressed. that I have left for Mogad.ishu~ < 
.- . / . ' 

Immediately after my arrival in ·Mogadishu, I went to Dr. Chi ti who informe d: 

me receipt of my telegram and. the instruction imparte d. by the Administrator, _· 
~ 

H.E. F()rnari, to Dr. Bernardelli to receive me 1n his office. Soon .I and various. 
. . 

··chiefs of the Abgal tribes went to Dr ·. ·Bernardelli, who, in reply -to a question 

of mine, said that . the A.F.I.S. received· the telegram and. informed m~ that 'a · 

cablegram ·was despatched to the Commissario in which full power .· to do what he 

'. 

deem necessary1n the matter ·was conferred upon to him. Naturally, I have-pointed 

out to Dr •. Bernardellt· that ob.ject of my arrival in Mogadtshu was that . of see ing .. 
,. . . ' ' , 

stJpped the present grave situation and not that of being fiven full :Power to the . 
. . ' . . . .• ~ 

Commissario. In bona fide , I have added that I, as' the Irnam of the whole/ Abgal 
) / ,; .. ' . -

tribes, was prepared to be r esponsible for the payment of .any fine which will be 

imp~osed on the tribe at present in question, provided. the J~ .F.I.S. does not ,U:se 

force. Dr. Bernardel~i said, instead of giving a proper reply, that NO ORDER COULD 
' . ,·I ' , 

BE GIVEN OR IMPARTED to the ·comm:t-ssaria· as he is conferred ·upo~ · fof f~ll powers ; to- · · 

initiate stopping the situation arisen or not do S9 tf he does s'o . wish. t told 
' -- ··· . . _ :.. ·;;,. . 

him that, although orders a~e not imparted t~ .Commissa:dos, I Wish ~ only ' that forces 

be stopped, while on my part, I shall stop the . trib~snien whose- property were , 

deprived from them so as not to split or sqed blood. 

Theinte~nal Affairs 6ffice's Director, Dr. Ber~arde1li, r emained firmly in 

his p~s i ,tion, by saying that· the A~inistration doe s not im!J1;1rt orde:rs. to · :· .. 

·, 
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· Commissario. I was then compelled to ask him whether the Administration, while 

the Chiefs of the tribe tend to settle-the matter ~eacefully with the 

Administration, desire to kill my people, people -who are ignorant who have the 

only fixation to getting back their camels, by firearms. Dr. Bernardelli said 

that he woould do nothing, and asked me to stop talking stating that the our 

conversation took a long time. At that very moment, I have shown him a petition 

addressed to th~ Administrator, in which petition I was informing him about what 

is happening at El Dere as well as the telegrams sent to him and to the 

U ,N. Advisory Council. Dr. Bernardelli, when he came to mow that a telegram was 

sent by l:ne to the U.N. Advisory Council, he fell down from the 7th sky and in a 

manner of angry said that should he knew that a ~elegram was sent to the 

U,N. Advisory Council, he would have not spoken with me and would not have sent a 

cablegram to the. Commissario. __ After few seconds, he cooled himself, and_ 

scornfully said that I can res't assured ·that the U .N. Advisory Council could do 

nothing accept that of sending a report to the United Nations in which case a 

reply would be received by me after 9 or more months. ~e then told me to go away, 

and: vrhen I made 2-3 steps, he called me saying: 11Why did you not salute :?'' and 

evidently he wished me to kneel for him. However I told him that as I was so 

sorry for, what my people has happened and might happened I could not .think of 

saluting someone. While he was blaspheming me, (the words he used cannot be 

reproduced here for .the sake of morality) I went awat. 

In conclusion of what reported above, I have the honour to ask the kind 

intervention of the. U.N. Advisory Cotincil in this issue in consideration of the 

failure met by me and the other chiefs from the A.F.I.S. The lives of many 

thousands of ignorant people are being threatened by the A.F.I.S. by sending 

several armed police forces to ElDer. The .tribe of Abgal Waesle rer Ali Gaff 

are prepared to pay any fine, and I shall be responsible should they fail to pay 

·any fine imposed to them by the Administration in respect to the Fitina arisen 

lO months ago between them and the Mlrosada, provided the A.F.I.S. stop 

immediately the use of force. 
. . 

I am anxiously awaiting to recetv'e your earliest and favourable reply, with 

many thanks in anticipation. 

. , M .F • SIAD - UFFICIO SCRIVANO 
Corrispondenza Pubblica - Mogadiscio. 

I nave the honour to be, 
Sir, · 

Your most obedient servant. 

(Signed: · 

IIJAM OMAR IMAM ALI, Imam .of Abgal 
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