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PEriTION FROM MOHAMED . SCEK ABDtiRRAHMAN AND OTll~S CONC~NING 

SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION 

Note by the Secretarl-General: In accordance with rule 85 and supplementary 

rules F and L of the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council, the 
\ -

Secretary-General has the honoUr to transmit to the members of the Trusteeship 
. - . . . . . . . . . 

Council; td the' Governme~t of _ Italy as the Administering Authority of the ·Trust . 

. Territory of Somaliiand, and to the Governments of Colombia, , Egypt, and the 

Philippines as members ·of the Advisory Council ·for .-the Trust . Territory of . . . . . . . ' 

· Somaliland, :a conimunicatioh. dated 22 January 1952 :f"rom Mohamed Seek Abdurrallman . 

and others concerniilg the Trust Territo~Y. of Somaliland under Italian l 

administration. 

This coiilmunicaticm was transmitted. to- the Secretary-General by the uru. ted Nations 
I 

Advisory Council for the .Truat Territ~ry of S9maliland under Italian 

· administration, · 
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To': 

Sir, 

. ..... . . · 

'-

~ . . .. .,: \ . : . . .-~· 
. ' /' :· ~· · . , ' - -, 

-· · .- : . •·': l .. . '! ; ... 

, ;. ) . 

THE PRESIDENT, · · · ' · ·. 
THE UNITED NATIONS ADVISORY: COUNClL 

· MDGADISRU. 

· " 

We, . th~ undersigned MOHAMED . scm AE?~' ABDULLE BERCAN '.AND MOltAMm 
I • . • 

ALI ISMAN, in the name' of the Rer Mobareck; ·dwelling a~ ':the village of 

. ~bareck (Af'goi area)' wi.th all due respects: have the~ horiO'ur to .submit this 

petition of protest against the J.Oca;{ authorities of A:fgoi.' '-for.. faclli tating 

the eviction of culti'V.ation l~d o:f' the Rer ~'bareck; -in th~ .-t-ervent hope ~hat 
ir.>ur honoUr will kindly take it into ' cons;ideration: • . . 

- -. 
Object of. our present petition is ~aw your kind~ attention t? the fact 

that some 5J0 hectares. of land belonging to the people of Mobareck from 
• ' •. • I ,' · .. 

·1mmamorable times, is now being arbitrar.Uy evicted by a certain Big~ J?elligrin1 
. - .. ~ 

who is assisted by the ·loca~ authorities of' Afgoi, a~ particularly the ·Resident. 

In fact 1 when the Resident 'asked our :peo:ple ·to 'cede ~o Sig._ J?elligrini : 

(who was pretending that the land belong to him sirice 1939) and they refused., the 

following persons, whose property of cU:ltivat:ton .land were that more particularlY 

·desired · by Pelligrin1, were 1Irimediately imprisoned by the Resident himself on the 
. 4th. January~ 1952: . . - ~ 

' ·1. . MOIIAMED HUSBEIN RAJI .ALI BUE . · · 

2.- HAJI M:JRAMED ALI :BUE ' 

. 3. . · AEm~LE HUSB~ HAJI ALI :BUE, and 

. 4. AE>I HINl'IRO I HAJI HASSAN. -. 
, . ' 

On the 8th.; inStant, the Chiefs and Elders of the Rer -M:>bareck went to 

Afgoi . aii the Resident' a • presence~ . When . asked to release the arrested persons, 

\'. the Resident refused categoricB:lly., even on bai'i. For_ having ~nly. refused to 

cede their ·property, our four people are ilnprisoned. Is it a fault to defend 
' ' ~ ' ' •' .. 

· ones ow legitimate property ? . The Re.sident said to the Chiefs and Elders: 

·. \ . i'If the · imprisoned: persons are reieaeed .from prison, it 18 cerWn tluit the 
.. . ' . - - ' . . '. - . . - . .. \ . ' 

people of Mol:iareck will have a hf!Xd head, _ but if they remain in prison the head

. ' 
'}.,,.·, 

. :. ·: ··,-- . ' . ' . 

.. ~ 

· ·• ·'l" -- :_: . 

' ' .. . . . 

·. _ ·:· · /of -_the people 
. ... 
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of the :p_eople of Mo~eck will l3e lisht·~ •.' Th:i.s verif words s~ken· by the 
. ' . . , . , . , " " r •" ~ . . . ' , . ' ' 

Resident, fuake 'everYt~:i.JlSdi~ar: :: ;The -as~ertion of the Resident .shows us the 

ill.;.int~ntionof the Re~-ldertt -not ocly ·inthe question of the 550 hectares of -
-land., but als0 in- any future one. - We are sure that the Resident, who is 

inevita~ly ' in a~eement' with the A..F -.I~S., wish tc) mod~rate ~ur ; .p~ple 1.e~ the 

local authorities are earger -enough to make our people their irist-tumerlt, and 

:particularly-the tools of the Resident so that his future orders _and requests 
/ J • ' -

for lands for italiims is granted-to them without further ado. 
I . -

The four -imprisoned p~rsons are at ill in jail; and shall remain ·there. Unless . 

they give up their ~egi timate ~roperty. _ And . in future all am; people shall be . 
·... . ' . 

subject to _the same _treatment ' should .i;hey -:r~siet _ to defend, their cUltivation land 

PrOperty-. 

It is unheard-and at the eame - tim~ very absurd to see an -administration 

pretending to construct a· democratic ipdependent state in a few more . years, · should 

-breach the basic and fundamental pri~~iples of democracy. --we: could saY,-that in 

this Trust Territory there .erlst no .Law since anyone subject has .no right 

whatsoev_er. on his legitimate property, _a right which is denied t~ they/him by t-he _

Adlninistering Authority with consequent. evfction of _such their/his· property. _ -
. . ' \ ' 

In view of.--the above circumstances, we are reluctantly compelled to beseech-
- -

your immediate intervention in this vitai case, so that. the .local authorities do 
\ "" ' ~ 

not carry out .their evil ·purpOsee in regard .to · the R~r Mobareck'e cultivation 

lands; and to -please see that our 4 men are released from :pri-son • . Such eviction 

of land property on the part of the Adliunistrati.qn in -favour ._ t~ Italians is · an 
. \ . ·' . 

unforgetable violation to the provisions of_ the Trusteeship Agreement for 

Somaliland, arid more specifically . that _of Art. 14. .We _ are eur.e, that, should 

the Members of the Advisory Council intervene in this vital case, the A.F.I.S. ' 

will not evict our lands. ]efore .closing this petition, we state that the iand 

in question . constitute the <;>nlY !Jatrimony . of the Rer Mobareck -_ who live only 

of agri_culture • .. It ia ,evident that should the .cultivatio~ land of the 

Rer Mobareck be illegally, .and arbitrari•ly alienated, the A.F.I.S. will inevitably -
- -

. -commit an inh\llllan c;ime-sin9e hundreds .of persona sh,all be subjec,t to .the ~st 
. squallied ID:isery and poverty; ~ov~:ver, we are sure that_: th~s _will not h_appen in 

the eyes of .the Advisory Council, who represent here the United Nations 

Organization, in whom we .have much . faith • • · 

/We are 
. I 
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. We are coMident ' that you will' give 'a just and ~quitab;t~ consid~ration 
-~ 

• . ~ • • . • , . • , • , t ; r·;f . .... . ' . ·. ~" • ,.. • . . . , 

t~ our requests·, · in the· hope ·that you would ~avour o'¥' justified griviences, .and 

in the meantiiile we are ai~Jdously a~ait:t~ your early ~d f~vour~b~e re:Pi;V,· with . 

many heartly tbanks in a~vonce • . · Me~tim~ we ar~- ··pleased .to ta:K:e the . o,:p:por:t~~i ty : 
fo;'jae~·lai'inS our'selv~s'.:' .' . : .. , .'. _.. ' . - . . . . .. . . . 

' . -;, 
· : · :to be; Sir, 

. yo~ mo~t obedient ~~ria:ntz: . . 

. ; . . 
~- .' 

'·' · . : · · 
; : 

' ... ·,' . ..... ·' f. 

ABDiJLLE EERCAN 
: .: ' ~ ':r.· . ~ ; -. 

-.. . .. (signed) 
. ·; . ~ - . . . ' ·'·· 

· ._ · .. i 1 • MOHAMED SC:EK ABDURRJUll\M 

• .. ·· 3· MoHAM:Eri ALI lsMAN 
'\ . .. __ / ' 
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