INITED NATIONS .
T - o GENERAL
RUSTEESHIP oo 522,

22 October 1951

AﬁlﬁgiLISH :A iTALIAN

CONCERNING SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION

"Note»by the’Secretary-General' In accordance w1th rule 8k,
and supplementary rules P and L of the rules of procedure for. the Trusteeship
Council, £he SecretaryaGeneral has the honour to transmit to the members of the.
Trusteeshlp Council to«the Government of Italy .as the Admlnistering Authority
of the Trust Territory of Somaliland, and to the Governments of Colombla,

Egypt, and the Phillpplnes s members of the Advisory Council for the ’
'Trust Terrltory of Somallland a communlcatlon dated 20 September 1951
from the "Unione Africani. - Somalia , Mogadiscio concerning the Trust
Terfltory of Somallland under Italian admlnlstratlon. ;

" This communlcatlon was- transmltted to the Secretary-General by the

Unlted Natlons Vlsltlng Mission to Trust Territories in East Africa.,

51-56726
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THE UNION OF AFRICAN FPEOPLE (SOMALILAND)
- Central Bureau - - o ,
NMOGADISCIO -

" 50 September 1951

L T

: MEMORANDUM TO'TﬁE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION\TO SOMALILAND,
FROM THL UNIOV OF THE - AFRICAN PEOPLE IN :SOMALILAND, - - *
. This party ~= now independent of the Conference of. Somaliland
’(Party) ;- has no obJections to ralse against the act1V1ties of tbe Itallan
Administerlng Authority since 1ts installatlon in the territory. :

: ~ There is no need for us to stress the improvement in. the standard
“of - liV1ng, oecurity, better schools and cuLtural organlzﬂtions and the. -
founding of ‘several new demccratic organs for ‘the purpose of. allOW1ngathe
people of Somaliland to have a greater shere in the polltical life. of their:
country. ~ The United Nations V151t1ng Mission wxll be fully sble to see t- s
for themuelves. ' ' : T e -

, _We should llke, hovever, to calL the attention of the Unlted Natlons
to a situatlon thdt we ‘find reprehensible._ \ v
o Upon asuumlng ‘office, the Italian Admﬂniaterlng ﬂuthority took over
the bureaucratic system established by the British.
The latter had based their policy on a polltlcal party whlch had
an anti-Italian:blas and an extremist national;st programce, To carry
. out their policy, the British had seen to it that at least 95 per cent of those
employed by the Administration and of the Police were people belonging to the
only pro~Br1tish Party. : ' ‘
‘ The Italien Administering Authority has been w1lling to maintain
this 51tuat10n, which we, for our part, find qulte intolerable,
We have always championed the equality of all Somali people in’ the
Administration. We ourselves have asked that there should be no recriminations
nor any political dlscrlminatlon upon Italy’s return to Somaliland as

Administering Authority on behalf of the United Nations.

/We cannot
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We cannot therefore tolerate “the fact that the Administration still
maintains those principles of discriminationiagé{ﬁst ﬁé;;dopted by the
,British,_whereby.sgarcely35ape;;cent of the werk available in the Administration
is left open:té m;mbers of our Party, who, above all things,’constitute the
true and absolute ﬁajofit?'cf4%he186ﬁéii pebﬁleﬁtﬂi
7 Signed Jeveeseseses:

* POLITICAL SECRETARY GENERAL

. /UNION . OF
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‘UNION OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE OF SOMALILAND (U A.S. )
’ Central;Bureau

Mogadiscio, 19 May 1951

S POLITICAL EVOLUTION ™ SOMALILAND ‘:\

ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES ON THE U.A.S. POLICY. ON THE PROBLEM OF
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PART”ES AND TRIBES, IN RESPECT
BOTH TO THE PRESENT SITUATION AND 70 THE FUTURE OF SOMALILAND.

- e e w -

LIRS v W

-t»It-wi;lgbe-neceséary,to start with a short historical summary:

It can be said that ho political movement capaﬁle of being called
a "party" existed in Somaliland up to the outbreak of World War II. Up
to that time the concept of "party" was practically unknown to the mass of
the Somali people. In the period between 1938 and 1939 there were some
signs of new developments. Some new ideas -- as yet totally theoretical
and idealistic -- arose among a very few of the-more cultivated Somaiis,
usually people who had lived ébroad occupying foirly important posts. Upon
their return to Somaliland, these people brought with them their new ideas and
the fruit of their observation but neither the times nor the system of govern-
ment allowed of any development of thoée ideas, The mass of the people,
who were not accustomed to look beyond the limits of their tribe or, at
the very most{ of their country, were content to live according to the
traditional system and under the direction of the Governor and his paternal fule.

War, contact with other African peoples under British Administration
and the wave of new political and social ideas and undertakings awakened new
-concepts and opened new horizons. We will not analyse the causes, the
reasons and motives of such an awakening, nor will we express our judgement
of such a phenomenon. We will oﬁly state the facts: "

Up until 1940 the tribe was the only political and social element
around which the Somalis could gather. ) |

\ Between 1941 and 1950, several parties arose and developed, hesitantly

. at first and with limited sociasl aims, then with distinct politlcal and -
: combative characterlstics, thereby establishing a new institution in Somall
political andvsoc1al life. Here again we are concerned with facts and not

with any opinion concerning the individual parties or with any inqulry into

the causes of their formation or development. . -~ - /The first
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The first parties formed ‘did not have specifically political
characteristics, only later, in fact did they claim ‘the name party".
Nevertheless, the idea.found fertile ground the parties grev Tast, forming
relatively perfect and well disciplined organizations wzth clear ‘programmes
and aims. The idea of a -type of - political organizatlon beyond the limits
of the tribe had therefore been launched and - one can readily say -- success-
fully. , , . , . -
“As the moment approached for. the decision on Somaliland's future;
more. and more ‘of the partles and political orgenizations started to establish
purely political programmes as they awaited the arrival in Somaliland of the
'Four Power Commission of. 1948, Then the parties began to flourish with fresh
vigour. . New parties were created end new political groups formed. There was .
8 great expansion of propaganda from the towns to ‘the mOSt obScure and
distant villages.,» This, development took place spontaneously as well as
resulting from the political- influence exercised by the European countries
f interested in the eventual status of the terrltory. " ) ,

. As a result of these and other circumstances which need not ve
mentioned here, the various parties deveIoped and new: 1deas reached the.
' people and their traditional. chieftains, Vlllages and chiefs aligned
‘themselves more or less openly with one partlcular movement or party and o
for the first time allowed themselves to be advised and guided. e
B As an interesting point in our theSis, we may record the: fact that
not’ every party had 8 clear cut national and intertrlbal character' Meny
;parties Were based exclusively upon the tribe, as lf the tribe itself had
simply undergone en outward transformation while still clinging to. the strong
traditional ancestral allegiance. Even so0, one can say that such an
,occurrence reflected at least -the new needs and the neceSS1ty of:findlng
something nevy outs1de, if not, above, the - clan itself. L i

7 The year 1947 and-the beginning of 1948 mark the peek of the
' development and activity of the various parties ‘and movements.

o One can say. that in.that peridd, ‘either directly or indirectly, the-
prevalling 1nfluence in Somali political 1ife had passed to the parties, with
-the ethnic groups following the neW‘movements, led to a great extent by
young and progressive people., - - - Sl ‘

~ /once the
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“:Onece the heat of the politlcal struggle had died down, party activity
became calmer. - . ﬂ<uw s, N.'owyﬂ: /gd . o', o ,:h:-=nn,

—-After. the- transfer of power to the AFIS the relative p051tion :
5Of the. two political. ’orces -- the trlbes, representing tradition, and the
parties, representing new hopes'—— was in a state of fluidity.,, ’ _

- After: a yeer of Italian administration it may be said that the
forces of tribve and tradition have regained a great part of the lost ground
and -toddy they ence.again represent the main. force in Somall society. I
- .repeat that it is not my 1ntentiov here either to express opinions or to
- inquire’ into the causes..of these events,but to confine myself to tbe facts.

) . Todav we face a serious problem'» Tribe or Party? Opinions of

. Someli exponents differ on -this question, ‘which is often, considered from

a purely individual and selfish point of view o The traditionalists foster
the interests of the tribe, vhile there are others who see a solution for ;
all. thé problems of Someliland in the rapid abolition of all tribal ties.‘;—

We do not propose here to 89, into. the arguments put forward by the two opposing
factors or the consequences they wouldoprobebly have.:\,[.~f ; ‘ ‘

" Realizing. the importance of. this question, the U A, S has made a long
study of 1t and. our conclusions ‘may be summed up as follows._. It is & '
fact beyond anykdoubt that in the tribes end traditions are to be found the
most vigorous forces in present»day Somali life. To disregard these forces
or- o, try to ignore them is to disregerd reality. Apart from the fact that the
'history of Somaliland ‘milst not. be forgotten or denied, our traditlons are :
bound up with the tribes - and it is to their force that for centurles we owe our
- victories and achievements against other strong and warlike netions. ‘

. On the other hand, this new party activity does ex1st. . It demonstrate=
the: longing and. the ‘hope to achieve & new and more evolved social end political
structure, the hope of entering, with pride, the group of civxlized and free
nations,. the need for finding a constitutionel means to give us the greatest
~ opportunity for political evolution.. B - ‘- f . .

: _ " The U, A S. is conv1nced thet both truths should be teken 1nto eccount
if e realistic rather than a. factious or' theoretical policy is aimed at.i The
actual problem, ve think) ‘should be gut in these terms'.' Assuming that the.
objective we should aim at is the formatlon of a free and c;V1lized State, upon

which force should we rely? Tribe or Party? . T
S o L o /Wehavel
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) We have the opportunity, offered for the first time in world history,
.to build ‘our independence step by step -~_I would say almost scientifically --
with objective ‘and experienced guidance. Thus we .can plan and not think solely
of attaining our ends through violent soclal upheaval, Polities 1s, among
“other things, the soience of finding,the_meens.to an end. ,.Towall honest people
‘in Somaliland, the aim to be achieved is peaceful: the point .is to agree upon
the ey to follow, honestly and freely and with full respect for the opinion of
minorities, oo o , : o
We repeat' two forces -- NOW apparently in opposition and fighting .
one another to exhauution - do exist. - This struggle is extremely harmful,
because it produces 8 stalemate instead of (political) activity. But is it really
“necessary to base a political programme _upon one or. the other?. . We believe it
is not., Here lS our programme, our’ cause: UNITE THE LIVING AND VITAL FORCES
OF OUR TRADITION AND OUR FAITH WITH THE NEW FORCE OF THB PARTIES. - Some
- say this is imp0531ble. We believe it can be done, even though 1t is not
an easy task., Of course it would be far eesier to adopt an extxeme solution
‘ihan'fo weld together what is best in the two movements.l The way is wearisome,
filled’ with misunderstandings and perhaps even. temporery failures, . Bub we .
believe that 1s the sure path and we intend to follow it with all our heartfelt
“patriotism. A ,
We should outgrow the concept of tribe without renouncing our
history and tradition, through & spontaneous process of ‘constitutional evolution
growing out of the very tribes themselves and not violently imposed from without.
a Thus we evolve from a real force, the tribe, and -- through a
gradual and natural transformetion, by etrengthening whatever good may exist in the
tribe -- we will be able to outgrow the tribal system without social agitation
and unrest, preserving our strength and increasing it as we move toward the new
and better concept of the modern State, ‘
Are we too optimistic? No. We have hefore us ten years of peaceful
/vork, hand in hand with the Administration, which will undoubtedly be in sympathy
with our impartiel endeavours. Above all, hovever, in this as in other cases,
we cannot expect everything to come from the Administration, as the rain falls
from heaven: we ourselves must experiment, This toil will foster our
spiritual and political growth and, perhaps more than the forces of culture,
will enable us to face the responsibilities of government vhich require, above all,

character and coursge. Jour programme
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- , 0ur programme is clesr and 81mple. . We have rio’ ulterior motives
" to hide, - Ve work in- the open, ready to defend our work and ouT patriotism,
Just as we are ready: to ~accept honest advice, to recognize any mlstases e

P

v

! may make and to correct: them.. . __,i, : ~*,7" =
. Gradually, as ‘the authority of the tribe dlsappears, it‘will -pasgs

to the ‘party. - “In the party.- the chlef will gradually come to realize that
_besides the narrow interest of his own’ trlbe, there ‘are the’ broad 1nterests
. of all’theé: Somali people. -~ The rank and file w1ll not see in the party.-- as
is too: often” the case, today - a mere solutlon to thelr personal problems ‘through
political -inflyence. .- We thlnk that a peruy should have a ‘hi her function -- the
function of politicel educatlon of the mssses and chiefs == ﬁhough it should not

B forget cultural-and soc1al activmties whlch can also be handled by non-politlcal

B agencies.» The. chiefs must regard us with confidence and not thlnk that our in-
tention is to cast them eside or replace them.v The chlefs are*by tredltion
accustomed to. w1eld pover and %o handle colleetive problems, 1ﬁ would be - fOOllSh,
therefore to cast aside their natural and: acknowledged capabllities end influence
Within the party, contemplatlng the boundless and marvelous horizon of.a -
Somali ‘nation, they themselves, with courage ard enthu31asm, will dovthelr part
towards enlarglng the present res 1cted outlookA thereby becoﬁing,,togetﬁer with
the younger generatlon, the bullders of the Somali State. ,

Witn such a programme, with pure alms and ‘the’ clear determinatlon
to go on our .way. without wavering, we call upon all the Somali people and all
the polltlcal movements in Somaliland to accom@lish the supreme alm of our life.

. Signed:. Mohamed Scek Osman Haile

, Pollfical Secretary-General of the U,A.S5. and.
: o Territorial Counsellor.

- o - e ow





