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A ~ A~Ql.:ISH .. 
· ~:f(,6R.AL: ITAL !AN 

PETITION FROM TiiE ·"UNIONE AFRICANI - sm LIA 

CONCERNING SOMALILAND UNDER IT.ALIAN ADMINIS'!RATION 

Note· by the Secretary-General: In accordance. with rule 84~ 

and SUJ!J!lementary rules F· _and L of . the ru1es of J!rocedure for. the Truste:eshiJ! 

Council; the Secretary-Genera1 has the honour to transmit tc the members of the. 

Trustees·hiJ! Counci1, .to the Government of Ita1y .as the Administering Authority 

of thé Trust Territoryof Soma1i1and, and to the Governments of Co1ombia, 

EgYJ;lt, and~he PhiliJ;lJ;lines as members of the Advisory Counci1 for the 

Tru~t Te~ritory of Soma1ila~d, a communication dated 20 ?eJ!tembe~ 1951 

from the "Unione Africani.- Soma1ia", Mogadiscio concerning th~ Trust 
-

Territory of Soma1i1and under Ita1ian administration. 

51-56726 . 

This c~mmunication was-~ransmitted to the Secretary-Genera1 by the 

{,Jnited Nations Visiting Mission to· Trus.t Terr:Ltories in East Africa. 

· .. 
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THE UNION OF AFRICAN PEOPLE (SOMALILAIID) 
- Central Bureau - · · · · 

MOGADISCIO 

2o Septembèr 1951 

.•. . 
• "'.· ,,:, •• - •• · :·:\ f :_., •••• • .... ••• • •• •• 

MEMORANDUM TO 'THE UNITED UATIONS VISITING MISSION TO SOMALILAND, 
FROM THE UNION OF THE· AFRICAN PEOPLE· IN :SOMALILAND~ · . 

This party -- now independent of the Confer.ence of. Somaliland 
. . • . • . • / • . . ~ • ' . !' . 

(Party) -- has do ob-jections to ralsé âga:inst thé activtÜ.~s, o~' the Ita.lian· 

Àdmin.:tstéring· Aùthority since.it~ instaiiatio~~in.tpe territorY~: ·. :·.. .. 
. . ' •. . . ~. " '• . . . . .,. . ' . ' . ., .. : ' 

TJ;lere i.s no rieed for us to stress the improvement in. the standard· 

· of ·llvirig; · -~etul;'{t;, b~tter s'chools and cultural or~~nizatio.~s. and ·t_l}e ;.: . 

found.ihg of ·sever al.· new de~ocratù org~ns '. f~r the purpose of. all~wing.:the: 
' . . ' . ' ' . . . . . . ~ . ' 

people of · Somaliiand to l;la~e a g~eate~ share in the poli tic al l:i,fe. of t~eir·: 
' ••• • • < 

country_~· Thé United Nations Vis:i:.ting Mission will be fully able to. see .+.:: .LS . . ', . . . ;, ) .. . ' '• . . ' . ·\ . . 
for themselves ~ · 

. He should likè; hovever, t_o . cal~ the a t.tent,ion. of the United Nations 

to a ~i tuation. that' wè ':tind rep~ehensibl~ ~' '· . "·' • ': l: . 

· · · Upon assillnlng. ·of:t'ice, the Italian Administering Authority took over 

the bureaucratie system established by the British. 

The latter had based their policy on a political party which had 

an anti-Italianoias and an èxtremist nationalist programme~ To carry 

out their policy, the British had seen to it that at least_ 95 per cent of those 

employed by the Administration and of the Police were people belonging to the 

only pro-British Party. 

The Italian Ad.'nin:i.stering Aut!lori ty bas be en willing to main tain 

this situation, which we, for our part, find quite intolerable. ·' . ' 

~le ho.ve ahrays championed the equali ty of' all Somali people in· the 

Administration. He ourselves have asked that there .should be no recriminations 

nor any political discri'mination upon ltaly's return to Somaliland as 

Administering Authority on behalf of the United Nations. 

/We cannot , 
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We cannot therefore 1-c;>lel!at~ ::.the. ,faêt'- thâ.t the· Adininistra~idn · still 
•• ( t ~ • ' ..... 

maintains those principles of discrimination against us adopted by the 

British, whereby sc.arcely 5 pel;' :cent of the work available in the Admin.i&tration 
4 • . . 

is left open· to members of our Party, who, ab ove all things, · con.st.iltute the 

true and absol~te majori ty of the So~ti :peo~le·~' : .. 

' -. 

.,_ 

·.· ' ,, 

Slgi}ed ............ • .•• 

POLITICAL SECRETARY GENERAL 
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·UNION OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE OF SOMAtiLAND· (U.A.S.) 
Central Bureau 

i" :· 

·. ·Mogadis.cio 1 ~19 ,~y 1951 

PO~ITICAL EVQLQTION IN SOMALILAND 
: •·t 

--:~ : . 

TI.LUSTRAT:tvE NOTES ON THE U .A-.S •. POLICY. ON. THE PROBLEM OF 
THE RELATIONSH~P BE;'l;WEEJ'l_ THE _PARTIES_ AND TRIEES 1 IN RESPECT 
BOTH TO THE PRESENT SITUATION 'J\Jfli TO THE FUTURE OF· Sûw.LILAND. 

. .. .. . . .. . ~ 

: · _ - It ·will: be -necessary to start with a short historical summary: 

It can be said that no political movement capable of being called 

a "party11 existed in Somaliland up to the outbreak of World War II. Up 

to that time the concept of "party" was praGtically unknown to the mass of 

the Somali people. In the period betvreen 1938 and 1939 there were sorne 

signs of new developments. Sorne new ideas -- as yet totally theoretical 

and idealistic -- arose among a very few of the-more cultivated Somalis, 

usually people who had li ved abroad occupying .fu.irlY important_ posts. Upon 

their return to Somaliland, these people brought with them their new ideas and 

the fruit of their observation but neither the times nor th~ system of govern

ment allowed of any development of those ideas. The mass of the people, 

who were not accustomed to look beyond the limits of their tribe or, at 

the very most, of their country, were content to live according to the 

traditional system and under the direction of the Governor and his paternel tule.

War, contact with other African peoples under British Administration 

and the wave of new political and social ideas and undertakings awakened new 

concepts and opened new horizons. We will not analy3e the causes, the 

ressons and.motives of such an awakening, nor will we express our judgement 

of such a phenomenon. We will only state the fàcts: 

Up until 194o the tribe was the only political and social element 
\ 

around which the Somalis could· gather. 

Between 1941 and 1950, severa1 parties arose and deve1oped, hesitant1y 

. at first and with limited social airns, then vrith distinct politica1 and 

combat~ye characteristics, thereby establishing a new institution in Somali 

po1itica1 and social life. Here àgain we are concerned with facts .and not 

with any opinion concerning the individua1 parties or with any inquiry into 

the causes of their formation or development. /The first 

1 

' 
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The firs:t :parties- formed·did not have specifically,:political 
.~ "'" . .• . 

·characteristics; _ only later, in fact did they cla:i.m. the_ na,me "party". 

Neverthel~ss, .~he idea .f'ound fertile ground; the parties grew fast, ·forming 

relatively perfect and weJl discipliried orgariization~ with ·clear.programmes 
. . . . . . . . .. ~ 

and aims; . Th~ idea.of' a -type of politiéal organization beyond the limits 

of the .tr.ibe had_ tqerefore b'een 1aunched and. -- one can ,readily_ say -- success

fully. 

As the mom~nt approached for· the decision on Somalilanâ.'s future, 

more. and ~oré·of the pa~tiès and political organizations started to estabtish 

pur~;ly Political.prog:r;a.zmnes as they awaited the arrival.in soinaliland of' the 

Four l?m-1~r. CommissJon of. 1948.- Then the parties began to flourish with fresh 

vigour. Ne'\Y parties: were cr~àted and new political gr~ups formed~ There was. 

a gréat expansion· of pr,~paganda from. the. towns to the rost obscure; and: . 
- . - ' ' 

dis tan~ viùages •. ·, This. d~velopment took plâc'e. ~pontaneous1.y as we11 ·as 
. ·•. . • . , . . •r , . 

resulting :from th~ political influence exercised by the European countries 

interested in the event:ual status of the· terri tory. · '.. . 
. As a ~esult of' tb.e_se and other ·circumstances wh1ch ne'ed not bè' 

mentioned ~ere, th~ var fous parties developed and.' new _·ide aS, .reàched· the 

· people and the ir. trad.i tional. a'hieftains. Villages and chiefs al1.-gneQ. . . . ~ 

themselves more or 1ess open1y with one par·Ücu1ar nk>vement or party and 

'for .the fi~st ti~e allowed themse1ves to 'be àdvi~ed and g\üded. ( ,; 
• .< ••• ···: . • ' 

, As· a~ int~resting point in otir thesis,-we may record the fact that 

not' every ·_party ha?- ·a ciear;.cut ne.tionai and intertribal cqaracter:• Marty 

parties' we~e bas.ed e:xclusively upon the tribe, as if the ~tribe itse1f had 

- simply-~dergone an outwa.rd transformation whi1e'still clinging to.the strong 

traditional ancestral allegiance·~. Even so, one can say that such an 

occurrenc~ ~eflected at least ·the nevr ne.eds and' the n.eqessity of finding 

something nevr o~ts ide' if not:. a bave' the è1an· i tseif. . 

The ·Y~~ 1947 and -the beginnii:ig of 1948·-·~rk the p,ea~ of the 

development and.activity of the ~arious parties ·and ~vemènt~~ 
' . - \. ... ' 

One can say ~~at ·in.that periôd, either directly ôr ip.d~rectly, 

prevailiD;g. influ~nce in Somali political iife ·had,pa~sed.:to the pl;\rtie~, 
· the ethnie groups following, the· new, movéments, led to a great extent by 

young and progressive people. 

the 

with 

/Once the 
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· ... :-:0Jjce the.·h~a~. of.'.th~ _po;Liti~~l st:r;::uggl~·:had died. dowP,. party activity 
• ' . ' ' t ~ . 1 ' ,_ •• 

became. é~lmer -~ ...,-_ .. -~.. . '. . .-

·Aftèr. th~.·trànsfer.of. pcn-rer!tq tlleAFIS the r~lative'ppsitiop. · 
. ' . ' ' .. . '· .. 

.'of t;hetwq political forces ~-:the.:tz:iÇes, representing t~aclit_io~,_-_ap~_yhe'. 
par.·ties; re;pres~nting ·:n4:!w hopes -- I·.ras in a. state :of f1uid.ity.~ :.·· ·. · . '. 

• 7 . •• -. . ·.' • ',.: •• :: ,. . ····:: t 

·: Aft?r · Ç3.. year of. Ita1ia:n aa.mtn+stration i t may be said tliat the 
~ . . . . . - ... ' . .. .. :. -. . . . ::. . .·· ,·· 

forces of tribe and tradition have regained a.great part of the lost·ground. 
. • 1. '. •• 

and :l;;9dây _tq.ey onc~,.again represent the main.force' in Somali; society. I 

irepeat that i t ,ds .-not lnY intention here ei ther t6 ~xpress·, .opiriions or to'· .. ·, 
•• ' '. . . 1 • 1 . . . . . . •· . ' -~ _., 

· in.qU:ire .into the··causes .. of. th~se events, but tc con;f'ine myself to. th~ i'ac:t.s. 
,. . . . . ~' . . ' ' .. '• .. ' . : 

/roda.y, we. face a serip.us problem:· Tribe or Party? Opi~~.ons .of · 

Somà~~ e~;pon:ents ~iffer on,"this quest;ion, · wl:dch is often consid~red from . 

a pur ely. fndiyi9,ua.~ · and S_elfish .. P,D7,~t, .. Of Vi~W • .... The :tradi tianalist$ fc~te.r 
the' _interests of. ·:t_he .tri.be '· ~rhij:è there' a~e othe~s who see a:. ~~l~tion' fo;' : .. . . ' . . •' ~ . ' - . . ~ 

al~< thé. problerils of Somaliland. in tpe rapid aboliti~n of all tribal ties. :: 

He do not propose here to--go. ~nt~. th~--arguments p~t fôrwàrd·by the t;;o o~posing . . ' . . . . .. ..... . : . . . . . ' . ' ~ 

factors· or the conf\~que11ces. they woul.d probably have. :_ 1 : · • 
•• 1_ • • ' _! • ' • ' • ' • ' : •• ~· • • 

Realizing. the. importance of .. this· questio~, the U ..• A.S •. pa$. made ·à long 
. . . -. . . . ~ -~ . . . . . ·: 

study. of . it. a~d. oùr CO!lClusions may· be S.UIDmed. up· as folJ,ows: It is a: 
. ·. . . . 

fact beyond any, d.oubt t.hat in thé trïbes ·and traditions are to. bé foun4 the 
. . • . • . . •· . . • . . . • • . • ... ~ . • 1 . . : ' . . •• ' :-. . 

most vigorous .forces i!l presént-day Somali lif,e •... · ~o disregard thesè forces 

~ol;' ~o.t ,try to. ignore. th~m is to dis~egard r~9,lj,ty. '· .. Apar.t fro~ i{~e _f~~~ that the 

'history of So~liland·mü;:;t not.beforgotte~.or denied, our traP,i~ionS: are 
• J • • • • ', • • .. ~ ~ 

bounÇi up with the' .tribes and it is to tlli~ir force tpat for c~nturies _we, .owe our 
• ·, .\ • • ' • - ' ~ • • ; • ' ' • ' • • '~ •• ' < •• ' • •• ' • ~ ·' ' • : .: -: • ' • ' • 

. victori.~s and achie:vemerits against ether strong. and 'l{arlike n~"tions • 

. · .. On th~; oth~r hand, ·this new .party acti~{;Y. do?~· ex~-~t: . }t._de~onstratea 
the:longing and. the·hope to achieve a. neJr_ahcr.niore evoJ.,;ed soci~l and, pol.itical 

• • • ' . ' ' .. • ' ., ~ ' •." i . - f • •• • ' • '• • • • • • ~ • - : .. ' •' 

structure, the hope of entering, with .prid€, the group .9f Civili~ed;.~nd. free 

nations r the need f'or f.l,nding ~. const.i:tution&J. ineans .to give''us~ th~ gre~tes:t 
' • •• • : • • • : _< : 1 

opportuni ty for poli tj,c~l evolution. ·. ~. · : ~ · . , .. 

.. · . The U ~A.o~·· . .is ~Qn.Yihc.f3~ t:b:at 'b_oth trùth~ should be t~~en into account 

· .if ~ realistic rather tnan a factiou.s or: theoretic:~l ~J,,ièy .is' aim~d at.- . The 
... - • • • • ' • + • .. ~ - •• ~ • '"' ' " • - \. -. ' • .. .. ~. ~ •• , • - : - • : 

actual. :probl'em, · w~ ,think) should. pe p\lt. ~n thes~ ,terms: · · Assuming th~t the 
. . . '. ' ... '· . - . .. . ·, ... · ', . _,. - . 

objective vre should aim at is the formation of à free afid c;tyiiizêd: ;~tate, upon 

which force should we rely? .Tribe or Party? 
/He have-
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· He have the opportuni ty, of'fered for the first time in world history 1 

to ~u~ld our independence step by step ~- .I would say almost scientifica1ly --

. ~it~· objective and experlenqed guida,nc~ •.. 'J.'hU:s we can plan and not think solely 

of attaining our ends through violent social ':liJheaval:. Poli tiCS· is' among 

other t?~ngs, the sè_ienc_e of find:l,ng. thE( means ta ail end·. To. all hone13t people 

·in Somaliland, the~ ~im ta be achieved. is p~aC?.efU:l: the· point . is to agree upon 

the way-__to follow, honestly and freely and.with full respect. for the opinion of 
. . .. 

minori ti es • 

We repeat: two forces -" now: apparently in opposition and fighting 

one another· to exhaustion •• do exist. This struggle .is ex~remely harmful, 

bec~use it produces a stalema.te ,instead of (poli~ical) _
1
ac.tivity. But is it reall;y 

necessa:ry to base a poli ti cal :programme upon one or. the other?' .. we believe i t . . . . . . . . 

is not • . Here is our pr.agramme, . our cause: UNITE THE LIVING AND VITAL FORCES 

OF OuR TRADITION AND OUR FAITH WITH THE .NEW FORC;E OF TEE PARTIES. Sorne 
. t • • -. ' 1, ,., • • • -~ •• • ' - l • 

say th~s is impossible. We believe it 6an .be done, even 

an easy task. Of course it would be :(ar easier ta adopt 

·than to weld together, ~hat is best in th~ two movem~nts. 

though it is not 

an extreme solution 

The way is wearisome, 

filled' with tÎlisunders~andings and perhaps ev~n.temporary failUres ~ , But vre . 

be lieve· that is the sure pa th and we in tend to follow i t wi th all our heartfel t 

patrioti~m.· 
. ... . { 

He should out~_I'OW the cotl.CeJ?,t-of tribe withoutreno1J,Ilcing our 

.his tory and· tradition, thr.ough a spontQ.n.eous process ·of constlt'\ltional evolution 
• • ... • ! .. 

growing out of the very tribes themselves and not violently imposed from without • 
. ' ~ ... . ,' 

Thus we evolve from a real force, the tribe, and -- through a 

gradual and naturàl transforniati_op, by strengthening whatever good may exist in the 

trib-e -.- we will be able to outgrow the tribal system without social agitation 

and unrest,'preserving our strength and increasing it as we move toward the new 

and better concept of the modern State• 

Are we too optimistic? No. We have before us ten years of peaceful 

work, hand in hand with the Administration; which vrill undoubtedly be in sympathy 

wi th our impartial endeavours. Ab ove all, hmrever, in this as in other cases, 

we cannat expect ev~rything to come from the Administration, as the rain falls 

from heaven: we ourselve~ must experiment. This toil will foster our 

spiritual and political growth and, perhaps more than the forces of culture,. 

will enable us ta face the responsibili ti es of govern.ment vrhich require, above allJ 

character and courage. jour programme 
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:J ·' .·.; 
·;Our J?rogramme. is. clear· ànq' simple.·· We have· no' ulterior motives 

'· '• to hide. Ve WOfkin·,the;ope~, rea4Y.. t~. d.efe~d 0~ ~ork. an'cLotir: patriotism:, 

just as we ~re ·:;-eady, to accept hon~st·· a(j_yiçe; _tc ~~cdgni.ze · ariy· Ïnistakes . .v;e· 
.. ../ 

·may make and tc correc-t: them .... · 
. . . . ;- . . ~ . ' ... 

Gradually, as t~e author.ity of the tribe d.isa:ppears~. it;,,,.,rill pass 

t6 the·party. ··: .rn the.·party.-the ch:t~r ·~1i .graduauy coml~o -±-~alize .that 

.besides' the narrow lnterest of 'hi~ o~m·. ~ribe_,·· th~~e ,.âre the broad interests 

or· all 'tné·. Somali peopl.e.. ·.The rank and file will not see in the pa:rty·,-~ as 

'is too: often''.the case, toda;·~~: a. ~er~ solution t~ tlieir ·:P~rso~al problems through 

pOlitical inflJience •. · t'le thi~~ that: a:··~~rty shoUld h~ve a :highér f1mc:t:to~ -- the 

runction of political .ed~~ati~n of ~A~ me.s·~-e~·:anci chiers·~--. :tboJeh :r.~ shouid not 
~ . . . . . . . 

forget .cultural·and;social:activities ,which can also.be handlèd.by<non-political . . . - ' ' 

àgencies ~ The. chiefs. nlUst ·règard.us w:Lth c~nfidenée and not;thi.rik .tbat-,our in-

tention ·iS tci· cast the~·· as.i~e··~r ~e:pla~e. them. ·The ··~hiets. areiby :tradition 
;• ,, ' . 

accU;stomed to .wiEüd :power a~d to .. handle. coliective problems; .·it. would be .foolish, 
·. . . " - . ' ; ... . . . . ~ , - ' 

th~ref~ore, tb .cast as id_~ the~r ·:natura~ ·and iackno~-Tiedged, capabll'ities ~nd· influence 

'Within the party:, contem:plating ·th~· _Çoundles~ à~d ma;veious horizoripr. .. ·a ·. 
> ' ' • ' • ' " < • •• ' ' -~ ' • • 

Soma:u .nation, they themselves, with, courage and entbusiasr.i, ·vrill do·thei,r 'part 

.. ~qwards enlarging the .present r~stricted .outlook, the:reby becolhing, tog~ther witb 

the youriger geherat:ion, the builders of the Somali State. ·· · ' 
' . . ' 

· · · 'VHth such·a prograinme, yith pure aima ·and the' clèar determination 

to go cin our .Vfay. without wa:veriJ;l~, ·-~e c~ll _u~on .all .. the Somali ·people .and all 

the ·poli tic al movem~nts in SomaiÙ.an~ .to- 'acconwÙ.sh. the supreme ~im of. our life. 

. Signed:. · :'Mohamed Scek Osman Haile 
Political Secretary-General of the U.A.S. and· 

· · · · Territ6rial Coun~ellor,. 
'',.,. 

,: '· . 

.. ... ... - --




