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NEW REPRF..SENTATIVE OF BO'l'SWANA PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 
__ __...._ ....-. -

Zachariah Keod:trelang Matthews, new Permanent Representative of Botswana 

to the United Nations, presen·ced his credentials on 20 October to the Secretary­
GeneraJ., U Thant. He was accompanied by Pierre de Meulemeester, the United 
IVa.tions Chief of Protocol. 

Mr. Matthews was born on 20 October 1901. He holds the following degrees: 
Jaachelor of Science from the University of South Africa. (1923); Diploma in 
Ed.u.<?ation of the South .African Native College for High School Teachers (1924); 

LL.B. from the University of South Africa (1930); and Master of Arts from Yale
University (1934).

Mr. Matthews first began his career in 1925 as Headmaster of the High 
School. Department of Adams College, .Amanzimtoti, Natal. Later, in 1936, he was 
a�pointed Lecturer in SociaJ. Anthropology, Native Law and Administration at the 

University College of Fort Hare, Alice, Cape Province. In 1945, he was 

appointed Professor and Head of the Departinent of African Studies at the same 
university, a.11d from 1955 to 1957,he serve� as th� acting Principal of the 
college, 

In 1945, Mr. Matthews was appointed by the Minister of Education, Arts and 
Science of the Union Government of South Africa to serve as member of the Union 

Advisory Board on Native Education. In 1947, he was elected member of the 
'Executive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, and in 1949, he was 
elected President of the African National Congress in Cape Province and member 
of the National Executive of the African National Congress.

In 1955, he served as Visiting Professor of World Cp.ristianity at the Union 
'.l'heological Seminary, New York. 

In 1959, he resigned his Professorship at University College of Fort Hare 
in protest of the take-over of the university by the Union Government. In 1960, 
�. Matthews was detained for 135 days during the state of emergency in South Africa, 
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'!'hat eame year, he-sta.rte.d. pra.ct.j,ce as .ail. attorney ofi the· supreme,.court ot

South Africa in Alice,.Cape Province. In 1961, he was admitted as an Attorney 

to pr�ctiae in the Courts of Bechuaneland Protectorate. In 1962, he-was appoin­

ted Secretary for Afr1ca o:f the Div:Lsion of Inter-Cl1urch Aid of the World Council 

o:f Churches, Geneva, 

Among Mr. Me.t.thewa' publica.t;tons aire "The African Response to Racial Laws" 

(1951); "'South Africa: A Land Divided Against Itself" (1953); "The Crisis 

in University F.d.ucation in South Africa" (1958). 

Mr. Matthews is married and has two sons an.d three daughters. 
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