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: - . . . . ~ '. •.- .:<\'f::; --r:.. . . . \ ' 
· .=- '.Secretary-General ha.a- -the honoi,i.:r to tra.n$mit to the members of the Trusteeship 

C~~cii, to the G;v~~nm~nt o~ Italy as the Ac.minister~;~ Authority of •ttie Trust 
, Territory. of S0¥18.liland, and to tbe .. Governments o:f:;-CoJ.ombia, Egypt, and tbe 

. . . J. . . . . : :,r-. ' . . . . . , ~ . . . . . . , . ' . ~ . ~ • . -· , : . . . _..: 
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So~lila:nd, ~ c~~unicatio~ · dat~d l -February .1953; £~~ M~~sr~ :: Sayeq -A~~~ _t1uase, 

1 l ~ - • . • ' • • • • , ; • , . • ~ • • t • • • • I,• • ~ • 

Sheck .Al.:i, Musse, .llassa.n_Abdi e.Iid ·others, con:cerning the 'rrust Territory of - . · 
SomaJ.ii~d ~der -· It~li~/~drnlnist;ati6n / . : . . .:- - - - . . ~ :: . ;_ . 
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Translated froro Italian 

To: H.E. Minister Mario Canino 
Head of A.F.I.S. - Mogadiscio 

To: H.E. the Chairman of the Advisory Co_unc'il · 
of the United Nations - Mogadiscio 

1 February 1953 

We, the undersigned Somali farmers, living at Afgoi, are humbly forced to 
request ju.sticc and protection from Your Excellency as a result of the partiality 
and illegal pressure exerted against us by the "Afgoi Resident and Warrant Officer 
of the Carabinieri ·in comoand of th_e l?olic.e Station - . to our moral and material 
detriment. 

An Italian named Ing. Buccioni endeavoured, toward the end of 1951, to take 
possession of some arable land belonging to us, the undersigned and other . 
families (women and orphans included) comprising about eighty people. Having 
been delegated by them, we submit the present petition on their behalf. When 
we made our complaints the then Resident arrested three of us, keeping us three 
whole days in the Afgoi prison, but the wilful appropriation of the lend by the 
said Buccioni was denied • . 

On 4 September 1952 Mr. Buccioni brought again irrigation machinery on our 
land; we advised the local authority, and thanks to our lawful action, the abuse 
by Mr. Buccioni was avoided. 

After a.11 this, Mr. Buccioni is now once more taking possession of our land, 
and this time with the aid and p~otection of the Afgoi Resident and the Commanding 
Officer of the village 1 s Police Station, who replied to our request for protection 
with threats of imprisonment for any person who went near the land in question; 
for this reason our fellow villager ARMED OMAR MOEA..f..1ED has been in prison eight 
days. Moreo·ver the Italian Authority today brought from :Mogadiscio on our 
11 s:-1ambas 11 two lorry lo:1ds of Police Constables fully armed and, had we not been 
very prudent, ~ mas~~,':.::::re would have occurred. 

The land. in question measures approximately 500 hectares, all under culti vatic 
ma.5.ze and mil.t.e't now gX"owing,. It lies on the right bank of the river and 
atr·etches r·igr,t up the 'bank to El Gode village (Afgoi). We repea.t that it has 
been, not for years but ror centuries, absolute property of various families. 
O\u:· rig~1t of ownership has never before been disputed, neither during the former 
adminis1,;ration of Itt:i.lian Somalil::.:.nd nor during the !'ri tieh administration, and 
Mr~ Buccioni b:1.d neve:::- dared to claim it. Moreover, the land in question has 
never been expro~ria~ed cy the ea.id Authority. 

We point out that crops harvested on the land in question are the only source 
of food for the sueter.ance of variouo fG.rnilies, comprising about eigh~y persons. 
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In view of the foregoing, we invoke Your Excellencies' intervention, to 
protect us from unlawful apoliat:l.on of the vital possession of our land, of' 
which Mr. Buccioni is now taking possession, with tbe help of the local 
Authority and Police, against our clearly expressed '411. 

Awaiting a. reply, we thank you end beg to remain, with kindest regards, 

Respectfully yours, 

(Sgd) Sayed Ahmed Musse (in Arabic) 
Sheck Ali Musse 
Haermn Abdi ( fingerprint) 
Hassen Omar 
Omar Ru.seen Bada.fur (in Arabic) 
Haji Avou Moharr.ed " 
Sheck Ibrahim Mohamed. " 
Sheck Abdulla.hi Sidou " 
Haji Maiou Elmi " 
Raji Abmed Awes 11 

Mohamed Hassan Abd1J.lla.hi (:fingerprint) 
Hassan Gecsim (Arabic) 
Abdulkadir Haji Ali (Arabie) 
Abdi .. Karim Ali Mohamed (Arabic) 
~!obamed Olllar (Arabic) 

Received by the United Nations Advisory Council in Mogadiscio on 2 February 1953. 




