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Moe¥!ishu, 24th September' 1951. 

To: 

THE U.N •. VISITING MISSION 
FOR TEE 'rRtBT TERRITORY OF SOMALILAND 
M O G A D I S H u. . . . . · .. ,. -
~our Excellencies, ..... . 

. . . We, the undera1gned. pomali Orppan~, whose, fathers died while se;rving Italy 
. . . . . 

d~ing· the Italo-Ethiopian War and. the, 2nd world war, have the honour to· address 
. . -. - .· ,, . . . 

you our beet greeting~ o:r welc .ane in Somaliland, and meanwhile take the· liberty 
' . .. '. . \ 

of bringing to your kind attention ·what. follows:. · . 
At the.be~inntng may we be P!:'~tted to state that we repre.sent_.~ome-~3 

. BOI!Ali orp~ns, and great was their pleasu;re .to. und~rst[;lnd that the Uni t~d ?ta~1ons 

·· Trueteeeh1p · 9;~nci:L h~ve _een:~ ~o\l ~s·, -~ vis.i ti~~ ~s~sio~ :to the. Trµat 
1

terii toriea, 

like Somaliland, so as to ascertain ~d· make ·;epo;ts ~ the pol~:'!;1cal1 ; ~091~1 
and economic condition of these trust territories. In view of this circumstance, 

:-. . Vf! would. like. to stat~ the foµow1ng: . 

(a) MISERY DUE TO UNEMPLOYMENT . 

Let us 1nfonn. you that today there existed in Soma.11land misery due to 

unc,~:!.03D1ent. As we have stated above, our fathers have died bravely 

-fighting for the glory of·the italian flag; and to this, we believe, we 

are, as the sons of the combattents who gave away their lives for Italy, 

entitled to assistance and have the right of employment. However, we 

are to state that since Italy's tome-baok to SoroaJ.iland. up-to-date we were 

unemployed, despite our requests to obtain employment from the Administration. 

Fa.et is, that all the petition addressed to the AJl'.I.S. for 

eJtt,ployment vere not consi.t'!..ered. wJ the competent ·authort ties" Most of 
us are to support numerous families; and in man,y cases there are individuals 

with from. 3 to 5 children with their mothers who await employment since 

Italy1s come-back from the Administration in order to maintain this numerous 

family.. Owing to lack of employment we with our families are thrown into 

a state of pit1ous miserJ. In addition, while -we are denied tbe right of 

.. 
/protection 
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. ~~·fu: _otl?I1:nsa·1~~t_··~r:.p1~nt; ·.i#~ i~~~t' 1 tai~hs: ;;;_./ s1;i~ ~~i9yment 
.... .~·r,c . ·.~:,,--' :--:, ... _i -, •• ,..,'.',.,':': i:: :: ..• , -'.' .:. ·, ·•'(:;:.,f. :.·".;.,· :~-·-·.:: ,'\.:-•,,.,: 1··"'~;· ·f .. .. ~: ·.: 'I,'•' 

facilities with the Administration... · In fact~ one' f1rids ~rery often a whole 
11 .··(f.¥ ; 1 ~ • . ~• • , -. ~ . ,,,J'f". -~··. , ,r ~,. · · ... · • .•:~. 

Italian family oompoeed, ',· 1n mdst·· ~ases, of·. ab0ut ··5 children, their. mother 

and father who are employees of the Adminiotrat1on,·.:~pq.-;wM •POQQ~ijs shops 
~ana ·-rea taura.nts . or·· workshops.'. · Fu.rthe.r ,- r the somalia e;;,.pioy~es : o:t': · the 

s" Adml:nlstrat16n· are r aub:ject to ·periodtcal; discharge from~ se~ice : without any 

. i'eason>for with ,this. veiling: reason: "bea·rar. has been discharged .from service 

ori--1organic {staff} ,reduction,11 ·,.: The pl.aees ~hich, are vacei:nt are: occupied by 

1ta11a.ns .:.: May ~e a.ek your Exe~llenoies whether this is justly \;t<ight and in 

:· a.oeordance·-- with provisions of ,the bea~ttfully-worded clauses of .th~ 
~~t~'Sn!1) Agreemet1-t· and of -Art.~2 · (1)· of· the Universal DeclaratJon of 

' " ~ \ 

.(!sJitfulatl lU.ghts? :, •,· . , . ' ';! 

' f, l~ ':t .. !-r~:·:;:.ii1 ,I, f. , ! • -· ,., .: ·.•' 1 ' ; ..:.·, _; - ·:,• ~-(b) s, ~TH~ . . .. , .. ' -',. • '·:· : : ·, '
1
• 1 '; 

,<. "~•-i); <', "',, ,··., •• ,,,.--.,,., ,· \~ ' -! .... ', . . ;· . . _, :.:' •• ' ' ·, .• ~ J.; .. - ' 

The Somali's a.re subject,· owing to' unemployment 'and poverty, to' 1'1 ve in 

t:.-,.~trqfr •:fj.Jtliy . ~ta .a. and, ;'thefy, Js _ no_ san~~atiJ.b-q, pro~ramme. th~~_q>~n.def, ~he 

protection of the native population·'against diseases.·, ·One find°'y~ry often 
1· .. 1:.'. ,:-~-.,.·,~i;: .~ , ... ·: : , · ~. ,.. '. ., .· ~ -: ·\• · · ', ·., , •' ~-

.. that 'ii. narrow filthy house is used.' by· natives as. a bedroom,, d.lnirig room, 
\, ..... ' . ,' •: ' ; • ; • '. . : '' ' ,. • . . , . ' r, • ; • • , • . • 

waiting room' and at ·the' same time' kitchen·room\ i:Phe somalia qua~rs are 
. ' .• • • .. . • ~ ,. ' ' 

 d1rty,' filthy aha.' 'tbe 'iooil Municipality, although it gets a si~~i, tax from 
,, . . ~. .~· ·• ' .;1.' -'! ' ~. :,• ~ '• , ~ ! • ' '- •• '. ~ ... ,'. ~ ,, • ~ • 

t~e native popul~t1on; does' riot' provide the cleaning of these ~ue.rtera. In 
 , ·'.'. ~ t , , ... {: , • • 1i , , , , ,• , • , r, •: \ _.,, . • , , f ... - , , •·, . , • , f- , 

. the HOSPITAI.s, the.na:bive patients ·are ·not giveh medicines and''health food. 

:,Pati~~ts ilrl'e~t~d::-'of t1.fb~rottl.oe:t.s ate mixed up t<titli p~t1ents e~ieering 

 mala;i~ ;and/6;.i other: ~on:c6nt~iou~ .dia~a.il~s~ Any-native ~lib g~e·J' to the 
 •<,: ': ' . . • ! ' I j '. :, • • • ' •• •• I • ' .' ♦ • . • • • ' •, [ , • •. • ,, •• .' ~/: 

ltospttal for the ·purposes of curing· influenza ox• malaria, after a; few days on 
...-: ,.,', ,,• . •. ,;,~1 .--~.;""), :"' .. , ..••. '' ',.. . ; .. · -~,, 

bo<i' ln the' hoapi tai or 'is' heard· of 'Iiis dead for unknown reasons cir comes out 
· ~f' h~s-pfthl.. iirl'eti't'~d. > Wi tb. ·Tuberculosis; ;r ~'ther 'cla~ge:r6ue ·'and: dofitagioua 
,dis~a~e~;~ 1 ~ani;,/ tlid~fwhB cire 1h a"poeitiorl: to;b~ibe tbe -itai1a..:i 'clO<itors and 

. •· .,. '. ";-.·, '•, •· 1 •.. ·. ,:, .. ',', ', ·, .. '. .. •.• 
can buy the required m.ediciries·; ·are ~1von 'proper medical troatment ~ while 

·

1Pdol\ia:trvJ~\f1e 'in-'the ;~ti-~etid' dyliig/fdr··~krva~iorl ·atid/huriger~- hnd in most 
;.l)j:,•'-,< ~· ,., ,··.f •. •,.•,. ,4~:l.'·~-,-, ..... ~ .;,. !.•.;l .. , ,: ~~., : 

0
"),{t:11",,•' •' 

c'aae'3' are infectsd· wi th"contag!otia diseases~ . ' . . . 
(c) SCHOOI.S'•··· <,, ·.·J,'.,·,·,·';,·.. If,. :'.-' -·•. ·.Fi,."' ,'.-'·11 <' '.,. ·· · ·· ':., r:/·~~:.'.;· 

" · ·tet1 E{d.iaet1s~.-r6n 'the ;que1itioni•;o:r\h~:·:~chooiJ ~~,-~n'.itifo~·tive riature:· As 
·,.. ·,, ,,: ,', ,,, <l~ •• ',•.••, .• .l , '"\'",~:~ ',•'°¾•·>'·:,,,'•<"I::•,--; . .,.' .. ~~ ,',-;, '",. 1••· ,,'! • _. . ;• 

· you ·are ·aware the're Ufno '·edttcattonal ·comt>Ule'drff 'prograJ1mie~· In the •· · 
. '-/ ,._,;, 

... l', 
:,·.i ... ,,··~ ..... ; ... 

/Elomontar.Y 
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EJettentary _Schools pul)ils. are taught nothing. No Somali frequents higher 
' . . ·• ... ._ .. ~ , . ' ,4 , 1 . . ' • ' •• -- • . 

schools• . Further, ~ough the Soma3:;s ~profe·ss Islam:lsm there :i:s no in the 
' ' \' ' . " ..... -··· - ' ' .. , ' 

. schools arab~c teaching or are very limited; . . . 
. .. ' .. ~ -~ .... : 

(d) • FPEEDOM OF- SPEECH .. 
.. 

Although we ,are. convinced th~t Sonnlil~nd today is a Tr'-'st Te~ito~y and 

placed under the United .NatioD.13 International. Tru~.tee~hip System, the 
" • #-- ,>. • • ' ' 

Pl"esent rule of Italy leads us to believe .that Somaliland administered · . . . ''.' . . ' . . ~ '' 

· as a colony at:ld ~ar as a trusj; Territory. To t~is. we are compelled to state 

as well ·that there is no freedom of' speech or press t as in the case of 

territories under colon;talism. Anyone ,Wh~. i(3 found to have spoken freely 

·:is imprisoned a;.11.. taken to the MoB§ldish'L'\ goals:, without first peiJJ.g brought 

before a court to defend themselves. There existed in Soma.liland only 

one press which belongs to the A.F.I,S,, and the local :paper p4bli~hes 

solely letters of praise ~ the A.F.I,S. and to the government of Rome .• 
• - '- I • \ , • 

. ( e) · UNITED NATIONS TRUSTEESIITP COUNCIL VISITING MISSION DEVIATED BY THE ITALIAN 
. TRUSTEESHIP ADJ:,UNISTRATIONOF SOMALIA 

.Like many SoWl:li s:pectators, '-we believ~ 'that the Visiting Mission .. of the 
P' • • • •, - • ,• ' • 

. United Nations Trus~eship douncil. have been deviated from finding out the 
, , ' -. - ••. I • ' ' • • • 

truth of the political, social and economical condition of Somaliland, In 

:f'.act, chosen italian officials· of.A.F.r.s. were· and are acting as cicerone 

t~ the.Visiting Mi~s.io~'s.Members, and the latter have vis.ited·a11d will 

visit on.ly th~ plapes· a1rea'd1 p~~red _by the Admini~tration_ i~self. In 

this re~~ct, like oursel~es, So~alis invite the Members of tbe V1s1ting 

Mission to ba.v~ a look at var.ioua guart~r~ of Mog~dishu, :mor~/ particularly 

the S~malj, qu~rters; p;ovided that, ;i iou .. ~~~ to' f_ind ~ut concised and 

concrete truths about the pitious ~isery and depiorabl~ state within which 

. Somalis are ,:thrown into, as a,, whole an~ Solll9.lila~ 1~· partic'u~ar, you do not 
' " 

take with yo~ any i.taliana. a~ .,.cicerone·. . .. . . . 
~ . . . . . .. . . . - ' . . ' . : : : . ' . ' ' . ~ 

In op,p.oluetQn of' the ,,abo~e. etroumstanoea, -we .beg the Mor,nbers ?t the Visit!Dg 

Mission ·of the T~steeship Co;n:cil. to 'co~~~e.r ca~f?J.ly ·the ·depJ?rabl~ facts 
.. . ., -.. .· . ,. 

outlined in our pr;,sent humble petition. We are confident that 1,our 

Excellencies will pot_ fa.il to report al.J, the ,:f.a,cts yo~ gather to th~ U .N. 

General Assembly,, fr~;.' vl:io~e I~t~~tional. ~od; t~e Soma.~:!. People. have _much 

faith and ex~ct the:rofr~~ that. Jus.tic~ w:lll be meeted out from where :i.t should 

/be. We are 
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be• We are honoured to declare to you ohr strong faith in the United Nations 

Charter and its democratic principles. On these principles' light we beg you 

to reconsider carefully Italy's failure to comply with the provisions of the 
' ' 

clauses.of the Trusteeship Agreement and the Unitersal Declaration of Human 

Rie;hts. 

We beg you to forgive us for having traspassed your precious valuable timeJ 
and in the meantime we are looking forward to received your kind and favourable 

reply1 with many thanks in anticipation. 

l. 'SALAD AIJ: HAJI 
2 • OMAR ABDI AL.! 

3 • ARrAN ADEN SAMANrAR 

4 . YUSUF HERZ! AWI 

C /o Villaggio 'Bonde re and Hnmal:'W'en, 
~f!ldishu. 

We beg to remain, Sirs, 

your most obedient servants: 

REPRESENrATIVES OF TEE , 64 3 SOMA.LI ORPHANS 

1. · (Sig11ed) SAIAD ALI HAJI 

2. II Am'AN ADEN SAMANTAR 

3. u. OMA.R A13DI ALI -
4. . ft YUSUF EERZI A:BDI 




