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Note by the Secretnry~Gene:ral: In accordance with rule 85 and supplementar;y 

rules li' and L of the rules of ,:procedu1·e fer the •rrastceship Council, the 

Secretary-G0neral has the honour to t:tansmi t to the members of the TrusteeshilJ 

Council, to the Government of Italy as the Adm5.nistering Authority of the Trust 

Territory of Sornaliland, and to t:he aovel'rilllents of Colom'b:i.a, Egypt, and the 

PhilipJ.)ines o.o rr.embers of the Advisory Council fo1· the 'l'rust Terri to:r.Y of 

Somaliland, two co1T.munications dated 31 December 1951 and. 4 January 1952 from 

the Somali Youth League, Mogadi~cio conce:rn5.rig the 'I'ruot Ter:ritc::7 of Somaliland 

under Italian udministration. 

rrhese communications were transmitted to the Secretnry-Ge:nGral by the 

United Nations Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somalilapd under 

Italiun admir.istratiori and form a sur;plcment to the petition set forth in 

dbcument T/PET.11/160. 

/GYL - Somali . 

T/H,T .11/160/Add.l 

52-2411 
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SYL-Somali Youth L6ague 

Tiead Office: Mogadishu (Somaliland) 

P.O. Eox n.352 
Telegraphic Address: SYLMOG 

Dear Sir, 

December 31, 1951. 

Encloeed is a latter. of · complaint to the Administrator of this Trust 

Territor:,· and to you. The letter is written by .Ilaji Musa Hassan, the Beldagie 

·or Sultan of the Siwakron trite inhabiting the district of Alula (Majertein 

province). 

Tocether with the_ Chiefs, Sheiks, and Elders cf the said district, the 

Local Cornm.i t_tee of the Somali Youth League in Alula has submitted to both the 

Italian l\dministration '1:/ and the United Nations A,dvisory Council g/ for this. 

Trust. Territory several complaints a3ainst continues unjustices and unh;_,r.i_an 

ill treatments such as the illegal. arrests of the .people and subse11,u_ent 
- ( 

convictions of the same on framed up charees. Similar complaints, both in 

written and in oral, were also submitted by the Central Ccmrni ttee, of the Somali 

Youth Lca2,v.e on behalf of the inhabitants of Alula district. So far, no~hing has 

been dorm to improv-e the serious conditions eristir)g there; on the contrary, the, 

illeca:_ 2. 0:rests and ctner sort of ill t:n;atme:,1ts to.-;arcls the som&1is inliabiting 

the district in g_ue.s-cion have increased. 

In June this year, 12 somalia, all members of the League, were arrested in 

tbe villaGe of Ghesalei. The reason given was tbat one of them bas attempted to 

smuggle some goods, while the other 11 arreoted somalia have allesedly used 

I • 
/violence 

l) Note by -the Secretariat: A copy of a communication addressed to the Italian 

administration dated 12 October 1951 by the Somalj_ Youth League and 

concerning the zame problem was forwarded to the United Nations Ad.visory 

Council in Mogadisci? for infurwation. This corrmunication lia:J been placed 

in the files of the Secretarj_at and is available to the .members of the 

Trusteeship Council upon request. 

2) Note by, the Seer~~ see ~/PET.11/160 
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violence against the gogle (district police) who arrested. the former. Here are 

the names of the 12 somalia arrested in Ghe-salei: 

1. Shi:reh Naleyeh 7-. :Bile liaji Hohamud 

2. Ali Salah r, 
o.· Mohamed Ahmed 

3. Gu.re Mad.an 9. Kolo:m'b.i Ahmed 

4. Salah Mohamed 10. S.alah Mobame d Yusuf 

5. Hassan Mol>znmd 11. Ali Yusuf Ah1ned 

6. Nohmnsd Ahmed Hahadei 12. SaidHaji Mobamud. 

In November, 5 of the· above n:enticned somalia were relased becav.se they were 

found ·not guilt;r. l'Jeverthelfss, theee innocent somalis, like thousa~ds others, 

were released after spending several months in prison. The remaining 7 persons 

were all sentenced to prison terms ranging from 3 to 13 months. As usual, the 

convictions of these unfortunate sorralis, like countless others, are the direct 

result of framed up charged against all these peroons that the Italian 

AcL."llinistration did list as undesi~ elements, namely: the nationalist soIJ1.alis 

who seek the independence of their counta:-y. 

LT"J October this ye.ar, the Italian Autharity did arrest 23 SYL leaders of the 

above mentioned district including the Secretary and ~£mbers of the Local 

Corr.mi tteG of our Alula branch as well as those of several other villaGes in the 

said a1·ea, At that time, the Co:mm:i_ssario of the Majertein rrov-ince was present. 
, ' 

Unfortur.ately, he did ignore then the request of Beldagie Ha.ji Musa Hassan and 

many other sorJD.li Chiefs, Sheiks, and Elders that the 23 persons detained to 'be 

released. inm:ediately; since last October, the S:{L leaders in that district are. 

in prison without any trial. Following are the names of the same: 

/1. ITaji Farah Gh6sot 
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l. RajiFarah Ghesot 

2. Osman Ahmed Yusuf 

3. Ali Jama Shirwa 

4. Yusuf' Bahual Farah 

5. Hassan Said :Nahar 

6. Farah Elmi 

7. Ahmed: Yusuf Adde 

8. Mohamrid 8t.:lahl1 

·9. Mohamed Shireh 

10. Ahmed Ismail Samantar · 

11. Haji Mohamed Farah 

12. Said Ali 

13. Mohamed Roble Isakh 

14. Ar.tan Ali 

15_. Mobame d Salah :Raghe 

16. Mohamed Ali Farah 

17. Salah Ahmed Abdallah 

18. Ac.u:r Adele 

19. Abdullah:i. Salah 

20. Mohamed Barre 

21. Issa Gt1re 

22. Ibrahim Gure 

23. Yusuf Mohamed Farah 

The Commissario of the Majertein prov~nce did also refus_~ to grant permission 

to Beldagie Haji Musa Hassan who wished to- procee?, to Mogadishu and discuss the 

serious question of Alula with the Administrator .and the Uni t.ed Nations Advisory 

Council. Together with other 4 somalia, Haji .Musa Hassan left Alula for Mogadishu 

via Erigavo - Burao - Rargeisa (allSomalil.and Protectorate). 

When the :p~::t.y arrived here_ few days ago, we did a.sk Dr. B€nardelli, Head of 

the Political and Internal Affairs Office, to arrange an early interview for the 

:party ancl ourselves with the Administrator. December 19, 1951 was fixted a.s the 

date for the' interview; As instructed, we co.lled on that moi·ning the Political · 

and Internal Affairs Office where we saw Dr. Ben.ardelli who inform.ea us that the 

Administrator will receive the representatives of the Somali Youth League together 

with the members of the party except Haji Musa Hassan, the Bsldagis of the 
I 

Siwakron tribe. 

In addition; the Head of the Political and Internal Affairs Office told us 

tJ:,.a t durine the course of the interview we can raise subjects other than that of 

Alula district and that the interview itself is limited in J.O minutes time, The 

hard conditions imposed, namely: the exclusion of Beldagie Haji Musa Hassan to 

participate i'n the interview with the Administrate:::-, the refusal that we raise the. 

serious g_uestion of Alula district, and the time-linrl t of only 10 n1inutes, have 

compelled us to suspend the interview itself. 

/we recpeotfully 
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_ We respectfu.lly request tbe United Nations Advisory -Council for the Trnst 

Terri to:ry of Somaliland to investigate as early as possible the- very serious 

matter of Alula district. At the same time, we request the Ad,•iso.ry Council to 

interv-ene in order to stop the continuos unjustices and unhuman illtreatments 

suffered b;r the somalia inhabiting the district in g_uestion. In :particular, we 

1.1.rc;e the Council to investigate soon the case of the 12 somalia arrested last 

June in the villuees of Ghesalei (of these 5 were released in November, while 

_ the others. were all sentenced to prispn terms), and that of the 23 SYL leaders 

in the district of Alu.la arrested by. the Italian Authority in October this year. 

Il.E. The Presidont 

The UN Adv-i sory Council for the 

Tntst Territory of $omaliland 

Mogadishu. 

Jfo;r the President 

(signed) A. Issa 

A. ISSA, 

Secretary. 

Copy for information to: H.E. The Administrator of the 
--
Trust Territory of Somaliland 

Mogadishu. 

/To. H.E. The Ambassador 
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To H.E. The Ambassador· G~ F ornari, 

Administrator-of SomaliJand., 

Mogadiscio. 

To H .E. the Chairman of the 

United Nations Advisory Council} 

Mogad.iscio. 

I, the und.eroigned HA.JI MUS.!\. HASSAN, ,Beldagie of the Siuacron trib·e, located 

in Alula and. 12 other villages de11ending on it (Dll!.'bo, Mur ~agno, Carsa, :Mae;alayar, 

Ghesalei, Ilabo, Afcalahaie, Bared.a, Waregsame, Ollotsh, Damo and Tehin) have the 

honour to state the following: 

1. Since Italy took over the administration of this Territory there has 

been at Alula, as Resident, a certain Dr. Piras, one of the old fascist officials. 

The above"'.'named, as soon as he took up his duties, thirsting for revenge against 

Somalis, commenced immediately to persecute us ruthlessly and comm.i tted all sort 

of abuses against us. 

We sent many protests directly to Your Excellency, and others through SYL''s 
' 

Central Committee. In the said petitions we Sl)ecified and stated. explicitly 

concrete facts. On the occasion of Your Excellency's visit to Alula we submitted 

verbally some serious facts, namely: 

(a) that the said Resident, in Ol'der to spread fear and dishearten the 

population, illegally : m:prisoned innocent persons, who were released, 

without trial, after months of detention under remand •. If Your Excellency 

had condescended on t~at ·occasion to pay a visit to the prisons, you would 

have found a .considerable number of such unfortunate $ornalis, and would . 

have had a confirmation of what we had stated; 

(b) that the Resident, after having sentenced to six months imprisonment 

the Somali MOHAMED FARAH, kept in his own house as mistress the, Somali 

wo!l't:l,n ASLI MOHAMED SHIRWA, wife of the said Farah Mohamed;. 

/ ( C) that the 
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(c) that the economy of the Mijertein population wa·S' essentially made 

up of traffic by dhows, traffic that .the Residemt had for'bie.de.n to dhow , 

owners becaus6 they had not complied with the· order to hoist the Italian• 

flag. It should be noted that about 47 dhows, loaded. with goods, have 

been idle for several months in the Alula harbor and· in those of the 

above-mentioned villages; 

(d) that every time that the. Resident got to know of a protest of ours, 

he increased ht~ persecution. 

We submitted several times similar protests to the Commissioner Dr. Luchetti, 

but the latter simply approved and confirmed the Resident ts action, 

We tried to send a telef,tram of protest to Your Excellency ~nd to the 

United Nations Advisory Council, but the Commissioner not only prevented us from 

doing it, but tore up with his own ham:!.s the telet;'l'am. 

In v-iew of such a situation, and haying no other alternative, I decided to 

reach Mogadiscio in order to call once more Your Excellency :a attention to the 

truly despe1·ate situation of our district; and to mate such a journey, since 

the Commissioner refused to grant me permission, I had to go to the (British) 

Somaliland Protectorate (see the attached permit issued by the District 

Commissioner, Erigava). 

When I arrived here, to rrzy disrr.ay I was informed by Dr. Benardelli, Read of 

the Internal Affairs Office, that Your Excellency was unwilling to grant me an 

interview. 

As much as Your Excellency may be prejudiced agairist me; on accou!\t of what 

Commissioner and Resident have written of myself and of all insinuations ~.ade by 

the leaders of the Somali Progressive League (the latter even boasted th9.t I 

could be granted an interview with Your Excellency only through them and their 

good offices), in my capacity as I~incir,al chief of the region in question and in r. 

view of the importance of problems to be- discussed, I thought I had the right to 

be heard by Your Excellency, but, since this is not possible, I take the liberty 

of eu.mmarizing below the main facts: 

/1. The .undermentioned 
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l. The undermentioned Sorllalis ·il6re arrested on 26 June t:lt. :.• 

l. Shire Naleye_ 
2. Ali Salah 
3. Gura Madan 
4. · Salah Hohamed 
5. Hassan· Mohamud 
6. Mohamed Ahmed Mahadei 

7 • 
. 8 •. 

'. 9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

Bile Rag1 Maha.mud 
. Mohamec .. Ahmed .. 

Calombi Ahmed 
Salah Mohamed Yusuf. 
Ali Yusuf Ahmed 
Sa1 d Ragi Mohamud, 

These persons ·were cha.rged by ·a Residency IlalO"Wi th violence against 

himself and with carryirJc on contraband activities. I wish to sta-te that t:P,ey 

thenu:rnlves called at the Resident•s to lay a -complairit for overbearing actions 

committed by the said Ilalo. In !fo~ember last, five of the above-mentioned . 

:persons .were acknowled&;e'a'. to be not guilty and released. In spite of the.ir being 
. , 

not guilty, they Gpent five· months in prison awaiting trial. 
,. 

The undermentioned Somalis were arrested on 20 October: 

l. Hagi Farah Ghe sot 
2 • Osman Ahmed Yusuf 
3, Ali Gia.ma Shirwa 
4. Yusuf Bahual Farah 
5. Ra.soan Said Nahar 
6 • Farah Inmi 
7 • Ahmed Yusuf A dde 
8. . Mohamud Salah 
9, Mohamed Shire 
10. Ahmed Isn:ail Samantar 
11. Ragi Mohamed Farah 
12. Said Ali 

l.3. 
14, 

·• 15, 
16. 

I 

l'{, 
· llt 
19. 
20. 

Mohunied BobJ.e Issak 
Al; tu:o .Ali 

:Mohamed. Balah :Hughe 
~otail'eJ. Ali Furah 
Baluh Ahmed Abclullah 
Adur Adde 
A bdullahi Salah 
Mohamed Barre 

·21, ,., Issa .Gure 
22. Ibr.ahim G~e _. 
23. Yusuf Mohamed Farah. 

'+1.hese 23 veroons are still in :pri □ on at Alula for :rioli tical re·asons~ 

2.. .During th~ last war (1940) the Mijerteln popul'ation suffered the loss 

of 47 dhows.with all goods on board. The said dhow a were confiscated by 

British Au~hori ties in the port of Aden and consider·ed to be war bdoty, because 

they hoisted ½he Italian flag. 
.. ' ,, 

I do not know wheth_er, by law, Italy is bou'rici to pay compensation for this 

damage, however, Your ~xcellency durine your visit in Mijeitein you had promised, 

after having verified the facts, that you would call the attention of the Italian 

·Government at Rome to it and you would ask for a special fund to distribute to 

the damaged parties. We nev:er heard anythinc since. 

/For the above 
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For the above reasons and in view of the fact that in the Trusteeship 

Agreement for the Terri ~ory no mention is made of the obligation to use the 

Italian flag in the Terri toy, the dhow owners refused to hoist on their dhows 

ths Italian flag, and to that end forwarded petitions to the United Nations. 

The :prohibition by the Resident caused to the local population the loss of 

hundreds of thousands so!l)alos. 

3. Since the time of taking over by the Italian administratio:p, our region 

is utterly neglected. At Alula (head..;tcwn of the district) there is a srna.11 

hospital with seven beds, scarcely supplied with medical materials; a sruall school, 

whereas, in the other villages there is not even a dressing station to dress sores. 

4. A Residency Council bas been set up for the year 1952. Although this 

has practically no administrative functions, :i.t is composed almost solely of 
elements belonging to the pro-Italy party, which represents in the region an 

insignificant minority. The s_ame may be said .in respect of the Nu:nioi:pal Council. 

These are the facts that I dutifully deem advisable to subrni t to Your 

Excellency and to the Advisory Council, and would be grateful if, after having 

made the necessary verifications, the inconveniences we complain of are eliminated, 

Please accept, Excellency, my thanks in advance, 

Mogadiscio, 29 December 1951. 

(Haji Musa Hassan) 
Fingerprint 

/copy 
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~hs Supi;;. of Police 2 Bu:ra_o & llargeisa. 

. ·./ :'·1 

 

~ / . .: 

The fol~ooins_ f~ve men are tJ;avelling to_Hargeisa en route for Moge,discto. 

with_ t~e knowledge of the Chief Secretary to the Government and D_.c. ?igavo. 
'. 

Abdi Isrnan Bokor 

Nur Yusuf; Fahieh 

Haji Musa.~assan 

Mohamed Mohamud 

Ali. Gesod_ 

Mijertein ~sman Mohamud 
11 11 II 

II II It 

II .Dir 
1t I.sma.n Mohamud 

(J.A.c.w: Gillet~) 

Assistant District Commissioner, 

Erigavo 

/SYL 



 

SYL - Somali Youth League 

Read Office: Mohudishu (So~liland) 

i). O. Box H -352 

Telegraphic Address: SYLMOG 

Dear Sir: 
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January 4, 1952. 

As a supplement to our letter c1.1.ted December 31, 1951, we subrni t _the 

attached statement signed by Raji Musa Hassan, the "Beldagien or "Sul tan" of 

the Siwakron tribe inhabiting the district of Alula (Y~jertein province). 

Since the restoration of the Italian Adm.inistration in Sornaliland in 

April 1950, the inhabitants of the said distl'ict have suffered much only because 

a laree number of them belong to the Sonnli Youth League, while the rest are 

almost all followers of the League. Ae;ain, we respectfully urge ths 

United Nations Adv•isory Council for th:ls Trust Tenitory to intervene in order 

·to stop the Adininistl·ation 's open and continnos persecutions against the sornalis 

inha"bi ting the district of Alula. 

Soal: Somali Youth League 

Secretariat - Mosadiscio 

71,E. The Pl·esid0nt 

'rl1r. li'lr Advisory Council for the 

'Trust Terr:i. tory of Somaliland 

Mogi1.dishu, 

Copy for inforrr:ation to: ll,E. The Administrator 

A .F .I.S. - Mogadishu-

Ilaji Mohamed Hussein, 

The President, 

'(signed) 

I S'l'ATEME1i'.l.' 




