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LAGUE, BRANCH OF ALULA
CONCEENING SCOMATLILAND UNLDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION

Note by the Secrstary-General: ‘Ih accordance with rule 85,and supplementary

ruleg I and L of the rules of procédure for the,Truétseship Council, the
Secretary-General hasg the honour to transmit to the mewbers of the Trusteeship
Council, to the Covernment of Italy ago the Administering Authority of the Trust
Territory of Somaliland, and to the CGovermments of Colowmbia, Egypt, and the
Philippines as meubers of the Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of
Somaliland, two gommunications éated 2} Decemhcr 1651 and 4 Japuary 1952 from

the Somali Youth Lségue, Mogadisclio coﬂoerning the Trust Territcry of Somaliland

under Italian administration.

The s6 communications were transmitited to ths Secretary-Gencral by the
United Nations Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland updsr
Ttalian admiristration and form a supplcment to the petition set forth in

document T/PET.11/160.

/3YL .- Somali
T/PET.11/160/Add.1

52-2411



T/PET.11/16 {,}r"
Page 2 s

EYL~-Somall fouth League 4

Head Office: Mogadishu (Somalilana)
7.0. Box N.352

Telegraphic Addressf SYIMOG

December 31, 1651.

Encloced is a latter of ‘complaint to the Administrator of this Trust
Territory and to you. The letter is written by Haji Musa Hassan, ths Beldagie
“or Sultan of the Siwalron trite inhabitiﬁg the district of Alula (Majerteih
province).

Together with the Chiefs, Sheiks, and Elders of the said district, the
Local Committee of the Somali Youth League iﬁ Alula has submitted to both the
Italian Administravion i and the United/NationsAA@visgry Council E/ fof this

- Trust, Tsrritory several'complaints against continuos unjustices and uﬁh@man
illtreatments such as the illegal arrests of the people and subsequent
convictidns of the same on framed up,chégges. Similar complaints, both in
written and in oral, were also sutmitted by ths Central Ccmmittee{qf~the Somall
Youth Leamue on behzlf of the inhabitants of Alula district. So far, nothing has
been done to improve the serious conditions erxiating there; on the contrary, the.
illegal arrests and other sort of illtreatments towards the somalis inhabitingi.
the district ip Question'have increased. .

In June thisg year, 12 somalis, all members of the Lesague, were arrested in
the village of Ghesalei. The reason given was that onme of them has attempted to

amugele some goods, while the other 11 arrested somalis have ailegedly used

/ 03
/violence

1) Note by the Secretariat: A copy of a communication addressed to the Ttalian

administration dated 12 October 1951 by'the Somali Youth League and

concerning the same problem was forwarded to the United Nations Advisory
Council in Mogadiscio for infurmation. This communication has besu placed
in the files of the Secretariat and ie available to the members of the

Trusteeship Council upon request.

_2) Note by the Secretariat: see T/PET.11/160
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violence againgt the gogle (district police) who arrestcd the former. Here are

the names of the 12 somalis:arrested in Ghesalsi:

1. Shireh Naleyeh T. Bile Eaji Mohamud
2. Ali Salah 8.~ Mohamed Ahmed

3. Gure Madan - I | 9. Kolombi Ahmed

k. saleh Mohamed 10. Salah Mohamed Yusuf
5« Hassan Mohzmud 11. Ali Yusuf Ahmed

6, Mohamsd Ahmed Mahadei 12. Said Haji Mohamud.

’

In Noveuwber, 5 of the nbove menticnsd somalis were relased becavege they wers
found not guilty. DNevertheless, these innocent somalis, like thousards others,
were releassd after spending several months in prison. The remaining 7 psrsons
were all sentenced to prison terms ranging from 3 to 13 months. Ag usual, the
convictions of these unfortunate somalise, like countless others, are the direct -
result of framed up charged egainst all these persons that the Italian

Aéministration did list as undesired elements, namely: the nationalist somalis

who 'seek the independence of their country.

' In October this year, the Italian Authurity did arrest 23 SYL leaders of ths
above mentioned district including the Secretary and members of the Local
Committee of our Alula branch as well as theose of several other villages in the
said area. A%V that time, the Commissario of the Majertein province was present.
Unforturately, he did ignore then the requeét of Beldagie HaJji Musa Hassan and
many other somall Chiefs, Sheiks, and Eldere that the 23 persons dstained to be
released immediately; since last October, the SYL leadsrs in that district are

in prison without any trial. Following are the namss of the same:

/1. Iaji Farah Ghesot
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1. Haji Farah Ghssot .. 13. Mohamsd Roble Isakh
2. Osman Ahmed Yusuf 0 1h. Arten a4
3. All Jams Shirwva . 15. Mohamed Salah Raghe

k. Yusuf Bahual Fareh 16, Mokamed Ali Farah
5. Hassan Said Nahar  17. Salah Almed Abdallah
6,  Farah Flmi i . 18. Adwr Adds -
7. - Almed Yusuf Adde o 19.. Abdulleni Salel
8. Mohamid Stlmh 20, Mohamed Barre

‘9. - Mohamed Shireh o 2i.h‘Issa Gure

10, - Ahmed Ismail Samenter éz, Tbrehim Gure’

11. Haji Mohamed Farah 23, Yusuf Hohaméd Farah

12. Said Alil

The Commissario 6f.the Majsrteih province dié also refuse to grant permission
to Beldagie Haji Musa Eassah who wished to-p@oceed,to Mogadishu énd discuss ﬁhe
serious question of Alula with the Administrator‘and the United Nations Advisory
Council. Together with other 4 somalis, Haji Musa Haséah left Alula for Mogadishu
via Erigavo - Burao - Hargeisa (all Somdllland Protectorate). '

When the Paxty arrived here fcw days ago, ws dld agk Dr., Bcnardelli, Head of
the Political and Internal Affairs Office, tQ arrange an early 1ntsrv;ew for the
party and ourselves with the Administrator. December 19, 1951 was fixted as the
date for the’ interview. As 1nstructed, we called on that morning the Polltical )
andvInternal Affairs OFfice where we saw Dr. Bepardelli who informed us that the
Administrator will receive theffepresentétives 5f the Somali Youth Lsagus together
with the members of the party sxcept HaJi Musa Hassan, ths Beldagle of the
Siwakron tribe. , ‘

In addition; the Head of the Political and Internal Affairs Office told us
that durihg the course. of the intervisw we can raise subjects other than that of
Alula district and that the interview itself is limited in 1O minutes time. The
hard conditions impo,sed, namely: the exclusion of Beldagie HaJi Musa Hassan %o
participate in the interview with the Administrator, the refusal that we railse thq
serious question of Alula district, and the time-limit of only 10 minutes,'have

compslled us to suspend the interview itself,

 /We respectfully
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We respectfully request the United Nations Advisory Council for the Trust
Territéry of Somaliland to investigate as early as possible ths very serious
matter of Alula district. At the same time, we request the Advisory Council to
intervene ih order to stop the continuos unjustices and unhuman illtreatments
suffered by the somalis inhdbiting the district in question. In particular, we
arge the Council to investigate soon the case of the 12 somalis arrested last
June in the villages of Ghesalei (of these 5 were released in November, while
_ the others were all s‘e,ntenced to prison terms), and that of the 23 SYL leaders
in the district of AluJ:a arrested by ths Italian Authority in October this vear.

For the ijesident
(signed) 4. Issa
A, ISBA,

Secretary.

H.E. The President
The UN Advisory Council for the
Trust Territory of Somaliland

Mogadishu.

@

Copy for information to: H.E. The Administrator of the
Trust Territory of Scmaliland

Mogadishu.

/’I‘o. H.E. The Ambassador
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To HE. The Ambaésadbf’@;\Eornari,
Administrator of Scmaliland,
Mogadiscio, - ‘
To H.E. the Chairman of the ,
United Nations Adviscory Council, | ) :~€~ o . A

Mogadiscio,

I, the undersigned HAJI MUSA HASSAN, Belcdagie of the Siuacron tribé, chated
in Alula and 12 ‘other villages depending on it (Durbo,.Murfagno, Carsa,;Magalayar,
Ghesalei, Habo, Afcalahaie, Bareda, Waregsams, Ollogh, Damo and Tehin) have the
honour to state the following: ’ -

1. Since Italy took bﬁer’the'administration of this Territory there has
been at Alula, as Resident, a certain br. Piras, one of the old fascist officials.
The above-named, as soon as he took up his duties, thirsting for revenge against
Somalis, commenced immediately to persécute us ruthlessly and committed all sort
of abuses against us. o '

We sent many protests directly to Your Excellency, and others through SYL's
Central Committee. In the said petitions we specified and stated explicitly
concrete facts. On the occasion of Your Excéllency's visit to Alula we submltted
veértally some serious facts, namely: : .

(a) that the gald Resident, in order to spread fear and dishearten the

population, illegally :mpriéoned innocent persons, who wsre relsased,

without trial, after months of detention under remand, If Your Bxcellency
had condescended on that ‘occasion to:pay a visit to the prisons, you would
have found a.considerable'numbsr«of such unfortunate Scomalis, and would

have had a confirmation of what we had stated;

(b) that the Resident, after having sentenced to sixz months imprisonment

the Somalil MOHAMED FARAH, kept in his own houss as nistress the Somali

woman ASLI MOHAMED SHIRWA, wife of the said Farah Mohame@;'

/(c) that the
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“(c) that the economy of the Mijertein population was essentially rads

up of traffic by dhows, traffic thaﬁ the Resideﬁt had forbicdsn tb dhow -

owners because they had not complied with the ordsy to hoist the Italian:

flag. It should be notsd that about 47 dhows, lcaded with goods, huVG

been idle for ssveral months in the Alula parbor and in those of the -

above-mentioned villages; T

(d) +that every time that the Resldﬁnt got to know of a protest of ours,

he increased his persecution. '

We submitted several times similar protests to fhe Commissioner Dr. Luchstti,
but the latter simply approved and confirmed the Resident's action,

We tried to send a telegram of protest to Your Excellency and to the
United Nations Advisory Council, but the Commissioner not only prevented us from
doing it, but tore up with his cwn hands the telsgram. |
' In view of such a situation, and having no other alternative, I dFClded to
reach Mogadiscio in ordsr to call once more Your Excellency’s attention to ths
truly desperate situation of our district; and to make such a Journey,‘sinbe
the Commissioner refused to grant me permission, I had to go to the (British)
Somaliland Protectorate (Eee the attached permit issuéd by the District
Commissioner, Erigava). . :

When I arrived here, to my dismay I was informed by Dr. Benardelll, Head of
the Internal Affairs Offlce, that Your Excellsncy was unw1lling to grant me an
interview. _ _

As much as Your Excellency may be prejudiced against me; on account of ﬁhat
Commissioner and Resident have written of myself and of all insinuations rade by
the‘leaders of the Somnli Progregsive League (the latter even boasted that I
could be granted an interview with Your Excellsncy only through'them and their
good offices), in my capacity as rrincipal chief of the region in question and in &
view of the importance of problems to be discussed, I thought I had the right to
be heard by Your Excellsncy, but, since this is not possidle, I take the liberty

of summarizing below the maln factst

/l. The undermentioned
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1. The undermentloned Somalis weré arressted on 26 June Wt.

1. Shire Naleye L ' ”"”7:.< \Bilé'ﬂagiiMdhamﬁd

2. Ali Salah 0 -8, "Mchamed Ahmed .

3+ Gure Madan : 29, Calombi Ahmed

4, salah Mohamed . 10. Salah Mohamed Yusuf
5. Hassan Mohamud =~~~ "Il,  All Yusuf Ahmed

6. Mohamed Ahmed Mahadei 12, Said Hagi Moliamud,

Thesé bersbné wers charged by 'a Residency Ilalo-with violence against N
himself and with carrying on contraband activities. I wish to state that they
themgelves called at the Residentfsktd‘lay a -complaint for oﬁerbearihg actions
committed by the said Ifélo.' In Novembcr‘last ‘five of the above-mentioned .
PErSONsS Were dcknowledgcd to be not eullty and releassd. In spite of thsir being

not guilty, thcy spent flve months in pr¢son awaltlng trial. -

The undermentioned uomalls were arrsuted on (O chobcr.

1. Hagl Farah Ghesot L ,‘.13r Mohumed noble Issak
2., Osman Ahmed Yusuf b, Avton ALL

3. Ali Giama Shirwa =~~~ + 315, ‘Mohawad Salah Eaghe
k.  Yusuf Bahual Farah . 16+ Mokamsd Ali Farah
5. Hasean Said Nahar .17, Saluh Ahred Ablullah
6. ' Farah Flmi S <18, Adur Adde ,
T. Ahmed Yusuf Adde : 19. Abdullahi Salah

8.  Mohamud Salah 20, Mohamed Barre

9, Mohamed Shirs SRR - 'pl, ot Igsa-.Gure .

10, Ahmed Ismail uamantar 22, + Ibrahim Gure

11. Hagl Mohamed Farah 23.  Yusuf Mohamcd Faruh

l? Said Alil

Thsse 23 pelsons are stlll in prlson at Alula for political reasons.

2. Durlng ths last war (l9h0) the Mijcrtein population suffersd the loss
of L7 dhows w1th all goods on board. The sald dhows were confiscated by '
Britlsh Authorlties 1n the port of Aden and con81dcred to be war booty, bscause
they h01sted the Itallan flag '

I do not hnow whether by law, Italy 1s bound to pay compensation for this -
damége, hcwever, Your Excellency durin& your v1sit 1n Mljerteln you had promised,
after having verified the facts, that you would call the attention of the Italian
‘Government at Rome to it and you would ask for a special fund to distribute to

the damaged parties. We nevser heard anything since.

/For the above
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For the above rsasons and in view of the fact that in the Trusteeship
Agreement for the Territory no msntion is made of the obligation to use the
Italian flag in the Territoy, the dhow owners refused to hoist on their dhows
the Italian flag, and to that end forwardsd petitions to the United Nations.
The'prohibition by the Resident caused to the local population the loss of

hundreds of thousands somalos.
3¢ Since the time of taking over by the Italian administration, our region

is utterly neglectéd. At Alula (head-town of the district) there is a small
hospital with seven beds, scarcely supplied with medical materials; a small school,
whereas in the other villages there is not sven a dressing station to dress sores.
h. A Residency Céuncil has been sst up for ths year 1952, Although this
has practically no administrative functicns, it is composed almost solely of
clements beloﬁging to the pro-Italy'party, which represents in the region an
insignificant minority. The same way be said in respect of the Municipal Council.
These are the facts that I dutifully deem advisable to submlit to Your
Excellency and to the Advisory Council, and would be grateful if, after having
madg the necessary verificationa, the ihconveniences we complain of are sliminated,

Please accept, Excellency, my thanks in gdvaqce.

(Haji Musa Hassan)
Fingerprint

Mogadiscio, 29 December 1951,




T/PET.11/160/14d4d. 1

Page 10
99.@' Lt o7 e . Sevelgow »;:.‘;} ;4- o ‘;-",‘:

Dibtrlct Offloe,.,f'-
, Exrigavos U S
G rolgtNovember 1951+ -

~~~~~~~~~~~

To the Supt. of Polics, Burao & Hergeisa.

The follow1ng flve men are travelllng to Halgﬁlsa en route for Mogadlsc1o 7’
with the knowledge of the Chlef Secretary to the Government and D C. Erlgavo.‘

Abd Isman Bokor“ ,:‘. S Mijertein Ieman Mohamid
Nur Yusuf Fahleh . - L ﬁ " no
Haji Musa Hassan ‘-; . ‘ . _l ‘}j ‘ M "
Mohamed Mohamud ;' ; ; y >’f _ Dir . _
Ali.Gésod; ;,‘, - :f,_% weo Temen Mohamd |

(J.A.C.W. Gillett)
Agpistant District Commissiocner,

Erigavo '

/SYL
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SYL -~ Somali Youth Leagﬁe
Head Office: Mohadishu (Somaliland)
P.0. Box H.352
Telegraphic Address: SYIMOG
Jaﬁuéry h,‘l952..

Dear Sir: , '
Ag a éupplement to ouf lettsr dated Decsmber 31, i9§1, we submit the
attached statement signed by Faji Musa Hassan, the "Beidagie“ or "Sultan" of
the Siwakron tribe inhabiting the district of Alula (Ma jertein province).
Since the restoration of the Italian Administration in Somaliland in‘
April 1950, the iﬁhabitants of the said district have suffered much only because
a large number of them bslong to the Somali Youth League, while the rest arc
almost all followers of the League. Apgaln, we respectfully urge the
United Nations Advisory Council for this Trust Territory to intervene in order

to stop the Administration's open and continucs persscutions against ths somalis

inhabiting the district of Alula.

Haji Mohamed Hussein,
"The President,

Seal: Somali Youth League S ‘(signed)

’ Secretariat - Mogadiscio
1.E. The President
The UN Advisory Council for the
Trust Territory of Somaliland
Mogadishu,

Copy for information to: H.E. The Administrator
AF.I.5, » Mogadishu

/STATEMENT





