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Note by . the S~c:retary-Generei:. I~ a~~ordance with -rul~- 84 and eµpplementary 

-rille~ F _and L of the rules of :p;ooed~~ f~r ·-~· Truateesh;f.p C?µ~gil~ ~~--: 
1

, : 

Secretary-Ge~erei ·ha~ the. ho~~/ to -transmit to -the me~bers -~:f ,th~ ~~u~~e~ship 

Council, to the Government of Italy as the Administering _Authqri ty __ of the Trust 
~-. ··: .• ! , ' <' •• ,. J • . . . . . . ~-' . . . , ·. ' ' ' .. ' . ' ' ' • ..:. -,. .... . ' j 

·:~~rritory of -sonnl:iland,. and. to ~he Governments of C_oJ,ombia, :Egypt., an,d tl_le · • . 
'Philipp:J.ri~a as -nie~be;~- ~f the Ad.v:l.~o;y Counci-1 _fo;· th~ Tru~t .Territ_9~y of . 
 s~':frji~a./a ~~ni~tion dat~d -:25 ~epte~~1/1951 i'rqm t~e s~~ik.he, .. C.hiefs and 

Notabi~s :6f Mi'je-;tein p~~:b~ce conc~rn:t~ .. the T~st Territory_ of Soma,li~nd under 

l'.'t~lian·~-~~iat~tion., This c~~nicatio~ -we.~ transmitted to the Se~~tary-
( ·-. .• , Jf.' .... , ~ ,; ~-- , ... •.• ,·'.· ' .· . :') . . , · .. ,;--; j . ... : • ,. • . . • • ,· . . , •• ., . 

General by 'l;he United Nations Visiting !':Iias;o~ ~o Tru.at i;r~~rit?riee._in. __ Eaa;t•,. , 
•. ; '* ·::·. t ,. ' . ' J . - : • • .; • . ~ 

Africa .• -~. . . , ~ _; ~ .. -

51-1.9293 
,., ! :, ; ; ·: t ' - . ~ !. ! ' 
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To:-

THE u. N. ~STEESlilP COUNCIL Is 
VISJ:TING MISSION TO TRUST TERP.ITORIES 

MOOA.DIBBtJ. 

Your Excellencies, 

Mogadishu, 25th. September 195L 

We the undersigned Chiefs, Notables, Sheiks and Traderf!, residing in the 

various towns. of Mi'jertein Province'~ ·hav~ the honoU:r to acidre~a you thi!3 humble 

petition, fervently hoping that 1 t ~ll ~et, w.t th your. Excellencies kiµd_. 

eonsidera tion.-

You 'tdll note· that soIDe of the ~i~~ tora of this petiti~n are Chiefs and 

Headmen. : To thi~, · we would like to ~trees the fact that· these Chiefs _and Notable a 

are not aala~feci"headmen df __ the i.. .F~r'.s., ~- \;~t ·wise~~ cho.een by the va~ious.\ribes 

residing in the 
0

MiJertein Pr6vin~e·,:·and who; in t~~~ town,I re:presenf t~em. ,: . 

Amongst the mny important quaotiona relating• to the pi;-ogress and development 
. . . . . . .. ' . ~ . ·-

of the Mijeirteir.. :?r6vince, wh~the'r in. the polit~cal, soc,ial and. economic !ielcla 
- : . . . . . . ! .·. :,. j·. : ; . . . . ' 

tba t we wish to treat in this :petition, figure the. foremost the following:"'.' .. ' 
PROVINCE'S ECONOMY & UNEMPLOYMENT 

The province's economy is at a stake. The only and biggest saline industry, 

established at Hordio, has stopped eveey e.ctivity for lack of materiais auch aa 

working-machinery and adequate ap:i;:aratus. The Administration, for progressing the 

country's economy and·in virtue of the various clauses outlined in the Trusteeship 

Agreement 'on the subject, failed to take the necessary steps, ensuring the 

activity of the said sali:ne industry, which plays an important role on the 

Country's economy as a whole, and would have ensured employed for all workers of 

the local population. 

The r.ativea of the Mijertein Province suffer from lack of employment, and 

owing to this are in a pi tioue miserable state. Further, the_ natives are not 

protected against unemployment.-

PROVINCE'S :FALL INTO MISERY AND FAMINE• 

The during the early months of 1950 (emctly after a few months of the 

transfer of powers to Italy), on about June~ the people fell into an incredible 

/rarm.ne state. 
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famine state. This h_aa caused the deaths of hundred.a after hundreds for 

starvation and for lack of .food, TheA.F.I.S. did take no steps to protect the 

native 1)0:PUlation from starvation and famine, but instead 1 t red~ubled the death 

rate in a rapid -way. Thie was due to the only assistance ob:ta~~ed from A.F.I.S. 

consisting of putrified maize, which killed many a hundred of people of t~oae 

who ate it. Those who wre save from· dying suffered from stoirech troubles. , 

EPIIlEMfC OF CHOIERA.. _._..._ _ _,,.,. ........ ,,....__ 

D'.1ring that very year of 1950,: J)8rt· of the population were caught by 

cholera, :which disease rapidly spread all over the province •. We ata te that no 

medical assistance was given to the suff~~1ng ones, and. no at~pa has been taken 

for thier isolation. -Thus by contagious means, this .horrible widespread 

infectious dieseases was the victim or· ~h~eands ·of.
0
people •. Deaths. for cholera 

were very frequent. We believe that in case of such emergency',the Administration's 
• I • • ' , ' " , ' • ~ • , 

duty -was give sanitary assistance •. We know that such pestilent diseases are 
' . i -- ' . • 

fought against, by all individuals and nations who fail not to give medical aid 

to .those infected priv_iding for thffir isolation and. vaccine tion injections to 

the inhabi tante of the area dangerously threatned. None of this· hun:an assistance 

has the MiJertein Province rec_eived during. the epid~mic of cholera. 

COMMERCE. 

The 8"11:flli treders of the Mijertein Province had always carried very 
\ ' . ~ . 

successfully :their col!llllercial, enterprises. This buey collllllercial activity. ensured 
- ' . . 

employment, though inadequate, to part of the population •. Soon after the transfer 

of powers from the B.M,A. to A.F.I.s., the aorrali .traders were_ aubJect to every 

pos-sible restriction, by cur~ency or other excuses, on thei·r export and i!!J:por.t 

business activity. Further, there could be no comme~cial activity since the 

province is out of po:pula.tion, who left it. owing to famine and pestilent diseases. 

ARRESTS WITHOUT REASONS. 

Aar.rests Without a plausible reason a.re very of.ten seen. People g6 to jail, 

without knowing of the reason of their arrest'. Others are imprisoned only because 

they spoke openly. In fact, some 12 (twelve) :persons were arrested at Aluia 

because they had the courage to demonstrate to the local authorities that the 

Province needed a betterment for its· deveio~ent~ owing to the last famine (which 

still exists) and to the ep;idemio of cholera, No one, however,, can deny that the 
' . . . ' 

province is very down and at a stake on very field, These 12 oorsons are still 
/in prison since 
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in. :prison since 3 months ,.ago, and. they. have not been brought before a court. We, 

tje petitioners ,fer-vently hope .-that, during your trip in Somlila.nd, you will not 

.fa1'.!- to visit the gool_ of Alula·, · where ·these elements are detained. We enclose 

herewith a list of the names of these illega.lly imprisoned persons. 

DHOWS STOPPAGE. 
As you are perhaps a-ware, the n:a in work of the na tivee of the Mijertein 

province is that of the a.ea. In fact;· irany are good fishers end seamen. The 

well-off one· own dhows which sail after every monsoon to Aden; Kenya and India • 

. . They t.ak~ with them cargoes of incence, :mirth and dried fish and get ·in exchange 

for importation the prime goods nacessi ties of the province . · 

Pres~ntly.all dhows are etop:ped by the local authorities, at their :res~·ctive 
• ' ~ ' 

docks•. Tpe main rea.son of this atop:page is that the A.F.I.S forcibly compel·· 

owners of dhows to raise on- the dhow13 the ·:rt.alien· flag, which they· have'· refused. 

· HOSPITAIS. · 
' . . ' . . _,'. 

". · ;,There· is no· hospital in the· Mijertein Province except few diape~sariea. 

Medicines are not· found and/or are scarce in theae. di~penseries.. The. medical 

staff stationed at the various ·towns of the pro;in~e ar~ not qualified ones, but 

are handpicked :persons purposely employed to fill the role. 

SCHOOIS. :,_",; 

'. ·., We understand that one of the rre.jor task of the .Adminiatratio~ is that of 
opening schools in all over the. country and that education must be compulsory. 

' • > • . '; 

In this rea:pect, we would like to state that there is NO acho_ol ,opened fo,r the 

natives of the Mijertein Province, except a.t Gardo and Bender Kassim. At Garde 

there is :a:n Ital:lati teacher, who teaches nothing to the_ pupils of the schools but 

carries ou·t· a pr::>·•it.",.lian· :political cam~ign in the province. 

VISITS OF U .No.f:2:J:;::crrr COUNCIL. 

We should: i:,s well state· that the Advisory Council did never visit the,!hole 

province· w.i th 'exception of Ga.rdo,. where the Adm:iniatration have at disposal 

corrupted pro-italians.· · These hand-picked pro-italian elements are bribed for 

the purpose of misguiding aany visiting mission in the province• 

In view of the above facts, we the chiefs, notabl~a, Sheikhs end traders of 
. . 

the Mijertein Province, have the honou:t" to beg you to viai t all the 33 small end 

/big towns along 
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big towns along the (?OOat, forming the MiJertein :P,rovince. We aak: this, 'because 

the netiv~ POI1Ulation th~re wish to lodge directly ,before, your E:x:ca7~c1ee their 

grlvanciea. Further, should you '11ai t there you will see cert~inly ~ facts 

relating to the deplora:t:>le economic condition of the prov:l.nce. in question tha;n 

the contents set forth in this i;etition on the subject~ 

Before we close this humble petition, "We would like to._point_ out that, since 
., , ~ 

Ea~ problems on political, social end economic fields arise ~ the J>rovince :and 

since the U.N. Advisory Council could not be kept infomad of the true natures of 

the events and as their visits will be ll+nited and. late, a ~presentatiye if the 

U.,N. Ad.viao:ey Council be atatior..ed 1n Me of the Prcrvinoe 1s town. We are aura . . ' 

tb:l.t shimld a repreoentative of the UN Advisory Council would be there, the UN 

Advieoey Council itself will be in a :poa:i.tion to know about the populations cla.ime 
' 

. . 

and augg0ations, and could the ref ore take the necessary steps requit"ed.. 

1'By we be p:innit.ted to"atate that we Wel'<;I very much pleased of your arrival 

in SoIW11iand. All Sonial1s in general and the 110:pulation of the MiJerteiri 

Province in :particular reply on you and havo much faith in the United Na ti,ons. 

Let's conclude by saying that tho natives of the M1jerto1n Province fervently 

hope that you will not fail to assist them, and that Justice will bo motted out 

from where 1 t should be. 

We are anxiously awaiting your favourable re:ply, and meanwhile beg to be 

J;ardoned for having t.'!:aa:;;,o,oaeii. your valuable time, 

Vany tllanks in advance, 

We remain, Sirs, 

Your most obedient servants:-

SEEIKES 

1. OHEIKR YUSOF MI.HAMUD (Sl(siled: illegible) 

2. SBEIRH MOHAMED JAl-'TA ( " " ) 

3. SHEIKH SAID H\JI ( II II ) 

4. :HI\JI MAHAMOD ( " It ) 

5. E\.TA.H M\I~.MJD ( II ff ) 

6. SA.ID PAHWAL ( II II ) 

1. GHALID HUSSEIN ( " 
,, ) 

/CHIEFS & NOTABIES. 
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CEIE:FS & NOTA.BIES • 
, •• l (' , .•• ') ~ 

1. mJI llAHAMJD OSM\N, Chief 
' ' /,, ,' 

2~ HA.JI llAl:rAMUD AI;r', Chief. 

3 . E\FAR ISSA.,· Chief · · • 

4. ···:im.~:kMomMEb oumn,· chief 
5. in HP.JI MUSSA ISSA, Notable 

'. 

6.' _HA.JI AHMED_ HAJ~,, No~bl~ : _ 

MOHAMED sArA:s:·m 'AR,· Notable• 

.. TFAIEES._ 

.1 •. .. E\.FAH lli>HAMED 

2. HA.JI . OM\R lvA~Mi.!D 

3. . . KHAI;rf NOOR OSllAN. 

4. ]AFAR ALI ADDS 

5.•. l-A:BERRY AU ADIE 

6. JAVA FAPAH MOHAMED .. 

7 ~-- ISVAIL A:BDI 

8. MOHL\.M~!:l MUIA}fJD 

9. DIRili Jf:.. ~-~ . 

10. MOALLIM Mo:ii'\ :}1£D ISSA. 

. (~~er :';;;.;t )_ : .. ·· 
"'\ /~ :•j ; - ,·•; '7 ~ .! ,I/ 

(. II • ''. • ) \. 

( ii' 
···/. (. ,, 

( fl 

( . " 

(. '" " . . ,,• 

It ) 

/ . II . ) 

.. " ) 

ll ) 

II ) 

· (Sigo.ad: 

( ·f' 

illegible) 
It ) 

· .

( . 'It .. · 
',· f, ; 

" ' ), '\ 

.... (Sigtled! . Farah Ali Adde) 

· (:,, ~'., . : .Illegf~le) · 
( 11 II ), 

( ll II ) . 
. ",·•··~ 

( II I! ) 

( 
11 

: D1rie Jama) 

(Signed: ,Illegible) 

/UST OF mRSONS 
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l. ALI 8£:.L\:S: (who was severely beaten and had a fracture of one leg) 

2. l/AHA.MJD ~msoF GUIED 

3. MOF.Al'vED 'OURAF.F 

4. - JAl'-~ r!AR'.l.MUD 

5 • SHIRREH NAIEYE 
6. BIUEH H.I\.JI l/AHAMJD 

7 • · MOHAMED MJSSE 

8. HASSAN MOHAMED 

9. · Sl\l.4.H MOEAMED 

lO. YUSUF AID-1IDD 

ll., V.DHAME:D 'ARRE 

' 

12. MOHAMIDD ALI HA.JI FARAH 

....... 




