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o Note by the Secretary-Geneml" In accordance with rule 824 and supplementery
rules F and. L of the rules of proced.ure for the 'I‘rusteeshio Council the.
Secmtary-(}enersl has the honour to transmit to the members of the Trusteeship
ﬁCouncil to ths GOVernment of Italy as the Admnistering Authority of the Trust
‘)‘I‘erritory of Somliland, and. to the Governments of COJ.Om‘bia Bgyot, and the
'Philippines as msmbers of the Advisory Council for the 'l‘rust Territory of ‘
Somlilsnd. a communication dated 25 September 1951 from the Sheikhs, Chiefs and
Notables of MiJsrtein Provinca co*icerning ‘the Trust 'I‘srritor’y of Somaliland under
Italian administration. This comxmnlce.tion was transmitted to the. Secretary-
Ganaral by the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in East .
Africa. :
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Mogadlshu, 25th. September 1951.

Tos-
THE U.N, TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL'S
VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TE'RP.ITORIES o
Your Excel.‘l.encies s | ; | |
We the undersigned. Chiefs, Notables, Sheiks and Traders, residing in the
" various towns of Mi.jertein Province, have the honour to eddress you this humble
petition fervently hoping that it w:lll meet with your Excellencies kind.
consldeyation,~
' You i1l note that some of the sig‘aators of this petition are Chiei‘s and
Headmen. To this wo would. like to stress the fact that these Chiefs and Notablea
are not salaried head.men of the A F I Se, but wisemen chosen by the various tribes
residing in the MiJertein Province, ‘and who, in this town represent them. B
Amongst the meny important queotions releting to the progress and development
of the Mi.jerte*r "“‘rovince ’ whether in the political social and economic fields

PROVINCE 'S ECONOMY & UNEMPLOYMENT
The province's economy is at & stake. The only and biggest saline industry,
established at Hordio, has stopped every 'a.ctivity for lack of mteriels s_uch as
wor)d.hg-mchinery and adsquate epparatus. The Admihistration, for progress’ing the
country's economy and in virtue of the various clauses outlined in the Trusteeship
Agreement on the subJect, failed to take the necessary steps, ensuring the
activity of the seld salimne industry, which plays en important role on the
) Country's economy as a whole, and would have ensured employed for all workers of
the local population. ‘ ' | 1
The ratives of the MijJertein Province suffer from lack of employment, and
owing to this ave in e pitious miserable state. TFurther, the natives are not

protected against unemployment,, -

PROVINCE'S FALL INTO MISERY AND FAMINE. _
The during the early months “of 1950 (exactly after a few months of the
transfer of powers to Italy), on about Ju.ne ’ the people fell into an incredihle

/femine state.
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famine state. This has caused the dsaths of hundreds after hundreds for
starvation and for lack of food. The A,F.I.S, did taks no steps to protect the
native population from starvation and famine, but instead 1t redoubled the death
rate in a rapld way. This was due to the only assistance obtained from A.F.I.S.
consisting of putrified waize, which killed many a hundred of people of those
who ate 1t. Those who were save from dylng suffered from stomach trou'b]._es." :

EPIIEMIC OF CHOTERA. -

‘ Darinu ulﬂ't very yeaer of 1950, pert of the mnulation wBY® caught by
cholera ’ wnich dlseass raoid.ly spread all over the province. -We state that no
med.lcal assistance was given to the suffering ones, and no aveps has been taken
for thier isolation. Thus by contagious moans, this horrible widespread
infectious dlessases wvas the victim of" thousands of. people. Deaths for cholera
. _were /very frequent. Ve believe thet in case of such emergency the Administration's
'4d.ut.v was give ganitary assistance . We Imow thalt‘ such pestilent diseases are - -
fought against, by all individuals end mations who feil not to give medicel aid
to those infected prividing for thelir 1solation end vaccina tion ‘Injections to
the inha'bitants of the areas dangerously threatned.. None of this humen assistance
‘has the MiJertein Province received during the epid.emio of cholera,.

COIVIME}RCE. , 7
~ The srueli traders of the MiJertein Province had always oarr:led very
successi‘ully their commercial enterprises. This buey commercial activity ensured
employment though 1nad.equate “to part of the nopulstion. ~ Soon after the transfer
of powers from. the B.M.A. to A F I S., the sonali traders were sub,ject to every

r possible restriction, by currency or other excuses » on thelr export and import
business activity. lﬁzrther, there could be no commercial ectivity since the
province is out of populatlon, who left it owing to famine and pestilent diseases.

ARRESTS WITHOUT REASOS. . | /
Aarrests without a plausible reason are very often seen. People go‘»to Jail,
without knowing of the reason of their arrest. Others ‘are imprigoned only because
they spoke openly. In fact, some 12 (twelve) persons were arrested at Alula
becauss they had the courage to demonstrate to the local authorities that the
Province needed & betterment for its development owing to the last famine (which
Vstill exists) and. to the epidemic of cholera. No one, howsver, can deny that the

provinoe 1s vary down and at a stake on very field. These 12 pversons are still
/in prison since
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in prison since 3 months.ago, end.they have not been brought before & court. We,
tle ‘pstitioxiersfferv'ently hops ‘that, during your trip‘ in Somlilénd.," you‘—will not
fall to vielt the goel of Alula, where these elements are detained. We enclose :
herewith a list of the rames of these illegellv imprisoned Lersons.. . )

DHOWS STOFPAGE. |
As you are perhaps aware, the main work of the natlves of the Mi.jertein

province is that of the sea. In fact, mny are good fishers end. seamen. 'l‘he
woll-off one’ own dhows which eail aftsr every monsoon to Aden,; Ksnya snd Ind:ie.
 They take with them cargoes of incence, mirth end d.ried fish end get in exchange
for 1mportetion the prims goods necessities of the province

) ‘Presently.all d.hows are stopped by the local authorities, at. their respective
‘docks,. The main reason of. this stoppage 1s thet the A.F.I1.8 forcibl)r compel
owners of dhows to raise on- ths dhows the Italian flag, which they heve refused

-HOSPITAIS. - . : ' -
~There is no hospitel in the Mi,jsrtein Province except few dispensaries. \
Medlcines are not found and/Or are scarce in these dispensaries. The medical
staff statloned at the various towns of the province are not qualified ones, ut
are handpicked persons purposely employed to fill the role. ‘

~

SCHOOIS.

¢ " We understand that one of ‘the 1a Jor task of the Administration is that of

: opening schools in all over the country and that education must bs compulsory.
In thls respect, we would like 'to state that there is NO school opened for the
natives of the MiJertein Province, éxcept at Gerdo and Bender Kessim. At Gardo
there is &n Italian teacher, ‘who teaches nothing to the pupils of the schools but

carries out a pra-itaiian nolitical canpaign in the nrovince.

VISITS OF U.N. AT2CRY COUNCIL.
"We should é&s 'ell state that the Advigory Council daid never visit the whole

province’ wi*h exception of Gardo, where the Ad.ministretion have at disposal
corrupted pro-italians. " These hand-picked pro-italian elements are hri‘b_ed. for

the purpose of misgulding aeny visiting mission in the province.
In view of the above facts, we the chiefs, nota'bles, Sheikha end traders of

the Mijertein Province, have the honour to beg you to visit all the 33 small ‘and

/big towns along
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big towns along the coast, :f‘orming the Mijertein “rovince. We ask this, because
the netive population there wish to lodge directly bofore your Excafigacles their
. grivancies, Further, should you visit there you will see certainly uoe facts
relating to the deplorable economic condition of the province in question than
the contents set forth in this petition on the subJect‘ «

Bofore we close this humble petition, we would like to. point out that, “since
Teny pro'blems on political, soclal end economic fields arise In the province -and
since the U.N. Advisory Council could not be kept informed of the true natures of
‘the events and as thelr visits will be limited and late, a represen‘oative of the
U,N, Advisory Council be stationed. in rne of the Province's 'bown. We are sure
that should & reprecentative of the UN Advisory Council would be thero s the UN
Ad.vieory Council itself will bte in a position to know about the populations claims
and suggestions, and could therefore take the necossary stops required.

May we bo permitted to’ atate that we ‘wore vory much pleased. of your arrivel
in Somelilend, All Somelis in goneral and the population of the MiJertoin ‘ "
Province in particular reply on you and have much faith in the United Natione.
Lot's conclude by saying that tho natives of the MiJertein Province fervently
hope that you will not fail to essiet them, and that 3uatice will bo motted out
from vhere 1t should be. ' S '

Wo are anxiously awaiting your favourable reply, and meanwhile beg to be
rardoned for having 'cxaapaased your valuabls time. ‘

Many thenks in advance,

We remaln, Sirs,
Your most obedlent servants:-

s

SHETKHS
1. pHEIKH YUSUF MAHAMUD _ (S1gned: illegible)
2, SHEIKH MOEAMED JAMA ‘
3. SHEIKE SAID HAJT

b, EAJT MAEAMUD
5. IATAE MAEAMID

6. SAID BARWAL

7. GEALID HUSSEIN
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JCHIEFS & NOTABIES,
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CHEFS & NO']P.BIES;

| EAJT MAFAMUD OSMA.N Chief

| MOEAMED BATAE m*AR Notable"

1.

2. mJI MAHAMUD ALI, Chief
3. BRAH IS, Chief ‘
"4, EARAE MOEAMED GUIED, Chief

5./ BAJI MUSSA ISSA, Notable
6. FAJI ARMED HAJI, Notable

7;'

.. TRAIERS.. ;

1. mmE MOEAMED .-

2. EAJI OMR MEAMED
‘3. . KHALIF NOOR OSMAN ..

4, FARAH ALT ADIE

5. WABERRY ALI ADIE.

6. JAMA FARAH MOHAMED.

7.. TISVAIL ABDT

8. MOEAMED MAIAMID

'9.‘, D.LRJJL JAME

10. MOALIIM MOFAMED ISFA

H
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_Farah Al1 Adde)
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- Dirie Jema)

: TIllegidle) . ..

/LIST OF EERSONS
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LIST OF PERSONS IMFRISONED WITHOUT
ANY PIAUSIBIE REASON, AT ATUIA

1. AIT 8.5 (who was severely beaten and had a fracture of one leg)
2. MAEAMIL YUSUF GUIED | '
3. MOHAMED 'OURAFF

L, JAM MABAMGD

5. SHIRKEH MAIEYE

6. BILIEH BAJT MAEAMID

7. MOEAMED MUSSE

8. PASSAN MOHAMED

9. SAIAH MOHAMED

10, YUSUF AIMED

11, MOHAMED 'ARKE

12, MOHAMED ALI EAJI FARAH





