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Addendum8 

ARTICLE 15· 

AMENnMENTS TO THE CONVENTION 

1. Any Party may propose· amendments to the Convention. 

2. Amendments to·the Convention shall be adopted at an ordin:aiy session-of. the Conference of the 

Parties. The t~xt of any proposed amendment to the Convention shaU be'oommunieated;to the Parties by 

the secretariat at least six months before the meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. The·secretariat . , 

shall also communicate proposed amendments to· the Signatories to~ the' Conventicm· and~ fOt infotm:ation, to 

the Depositary. 

!I This revision contains material relevant to Amendments to the Convention; Adoption and 
Amendment of Annexes to the Convention; Protocols; Right to Vote; Depositary; Signature; 
Ratification, Acceptance, Approval or Accession; Entry into Force; Reservations; Withdrawal ·and 
Authentic Texts, prepared in the light of informal consultations conducted by 
Vice-Chairman Raul Estrada-Oyuela. 
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3. The Parties shall make every effort to r.each agreement, on any proposed amendment to the 

Convention by consensus; If all efforts at consensus have been 'exhausted; and no agreement reached, the 

amendment shall be adopted by a three-fourths majority vote of the Parties present and voting at the 

meeting. The adopted amendment shall be communicated by the secretariat to the Depositary, who will 

circulate it to all Parties for their acceptance. 

4. Instruments of acceptance in respect of an amendment shall be deposited with the Depositary. An 

amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 above, shall enter into force for those Parties having 

accepted it .on the ninetieth day after the date of receipt by the Depositary of an instrument of acceptance 

by at least three-fourths of the Parties to the Convention. 

S. The amendment shall enter into force for any other Party on the ninetieth day after the date on 
' ' ' 

which that Party deposits with the Depositary.its instrument of acceptance of the said amendment. 

6. For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and votmg" means Parties present and casting an 

affirmative or negative vote. 

ARTICLE 16 

.. ADOPTION .,\ND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES TO THE CONVENTION 

1. The Annexes to the Convention shall form an integral part thereof and, unless otherwise expressly 

provided, a reference to the Convention constitutes at the same time a reference:'to any Annexes thereto. 

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 14, paragraphs 2(b) and 7, such Annexes shall be restricted 

to lists, forms and, any other materlal of a descriptive nature that is of a scientific, technical, procedural or 

administrative character. 

2. Annexes to the Conventio~ shall be proposed and adopted in accordance with the procedure set 

forth in Article 15, paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. 

3. A1meJ!:~S· tJ1at J:tave been, a~.opted .in accordance with paragraph 2 above, sha11 enter into force .for 

all Parties to the Convention six months after the date of the communication by the Depositary to such 

,. ' 
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Parties of the adoption of the Annex, exce,l>t for those Parties that have notified the Depositary, in _writing, 

within that period, of their non-acceptance of the Annex. The Annex shall enter into force for Parties 

which Withdraw their notification of non-acceptance on the ninetieth day after the date on which withdrawal 

of such notification has been received by the Depositary. 

4. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of amendments to Annexes to the Convention shall be 

subject to the same procedure as that for the proposal, adoption and entry into force of Annexes to the 

Convention in accor.dance with paragraphs 2 and 3 above. 

5. If the adoption of an annex or an amendment to an annex involves an amendment tb the 

Convention, that annex or amendment to an annex shall not enter into force until such time as the 

amendment to the Convention enters into force. 

ARTICLE 17 

PROTOCOLS 

1. The Conference of the Parties may, at any ordinary session, adopt protocols to the Convention. 

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the Parties by the secretariat at least 

six months before such a session. 

3. The requirements for th'e entry into force of any protocol shall be established by that instrument 

4. Only Parties . to the .Convention may be Parties to a protocol 

5. Decisions under any protocol-shall be taken only by the Parties to the protocol concerned. 

ARTICLE 18 

RIGHT TO VOTE . ,· t 

1. Each Party to the Convention shall have one vote, except as provided for in paragra:ph 2 below. 
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2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their competence, shall.exercise their 

right to vote with a number of votes equal to the number of their member States that are Parties to the 

Convention. Such an organization shall not exercise its right to vote if any of its member States exercises 

its right, and vice versa. 

.,\RTICLE 19 

DEPOSITARY 

The Secretary-General of the United ·Nations shall be the Depositary of the Convention and of 

Protocols adopte<l in accordance with Article 17. 

ARTICLE20 

SIGNATURE 

This Convention shall be open for signat1,1re by States that are Members of the United Nations or of 

any of its Spetjalized Ag~ncies or that are Parµes to Ute Statute of the International Court of Justice and 

by regional economic integration organizations at Rio de Janeiro, Federative Republic of Bra_zil, from [ ] 

to [ ] and thereafter at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from ( ] to [ ]. 

·ARTICLE21 

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL OR ACCESSION 

1. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by States and by 

regional economic integration organizations. It shall be open for accession from the day after the date on 

which the Convention is ~losed for signature. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 

. shall be deposited with the Depositary. 
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2. Any regional economic integration organization which becomes a Party to the Convention without 

any of its member States being a Party shall be bound by all the obligations under the Convention. In the 

case of such organi1.ations, one or more of whose member States is · a Party to the Convention, the_ 

organization and its member States shall decide on their respective responsibilities for the performance of 

their obligations under the Convention. In such cases, the organization and the member States shall not 

be entitled to exercise rights under the Convention concurrently. 

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, regional economic integration 

organizations shall declare the extent of their competence with respect to the matters governed by the 

Convention. These organizations shall also inform the Depositary, who shall in tum inform the Parties, of 

any substantial modification in. the .extent of their competence. 

ARTICLE22 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

1. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the fiftieth 

instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

2. For each State or regional economic integration organization that ratifies, accepts o,r approves the 

Convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the fiftieth instrument of ratification, a~ptance, 

approval or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit 

by such State or regional economic integration organization of its instrument of ratification, accep~nce, 

approval or accession. 

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 ab·ove, any instrument deposited by a regional economic 

integration organization shall not be counted as additional to those deposited by member States of the 

organi1.ation. 
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ARTICLE23 

RESERVATIONS 

No reservations may be made to the Convention. 

ARTICLE24 

WITHDRAWAL 

1. At any time after three years from the date on which the Convention has entered into force for a 

Party, that Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving written notification to the Depositacy. 

2. Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon e:xpicy of one year from the date. of receipt by the 

Depositacy of the notification of withdrawal, or on such later date as may be specified in the notification of 

the withdrawal. 

3. Any Party that withdraws from the Convention shall be considered as also having withdrawn from 

any protocol to which it is a Party. 

ARTICLE25 

AUTHENTIC TEXTS 

The original of the Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 

texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretacy~General of the United Nations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect, have signed this 

Convention. 

Done at ..................... this ........ day of ............. 19 .. . 




