UNI T ED N A IO s !
TRUSTEESHIP
ZOUNCIL

GENERAL
T/PET.7/279

© 17 Septeuiber 1951
ENGLISH
ORIGINAL: FRENCI

PETITION FROM MRe JOHN AMATE ATAYT, PRESIDENT OF
THE "pARer TOGOLAIS DU PROGRESS" .
CONCERNING TOGOLAND UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION

’
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Trust TerrlLory of. Somalllaad & communlcanlon dated 26 AuOqu 1851 1§Qm ,7
Mr. John Amate Atayi, President of Lnel"Parbl Togolalg du Proﬁres concerning

“the Trust Territory of Togoland under Frepch- administration.
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"PARTI TOGOLAIb DU PROGRES“
: Lome, 26 August 1951

"_ZSecretary~General of

l rtne United Nations
New York

,bear,Sir, A & .
Two weéks ago, a trégic incident occurred which brought mourning to

the villagé of Agbétiko, Its repercussions,‘felt throughout the territory,
deeply perturbad the entire population of Togoland, accustomed as it is to calm,
order and tranquilllty and not to ‘acts of terrorism and outbreaks- of violence
with their toll of human lives. S |

‘;;, The motives wnlch led up to this sad event, thé slogans which excited
‘nmen's mlnds and certain manoeuvres used to bring the event about hed been
observed throughout the souuhern nart of the country and had aroused serious
fears concerning the” outcome or the vzdespread campalgn of agitation. Eveh before
the Abgétiko inciuent, we were reoeiving complaints from friends in the interior
who feared that this open incitement to hatred might have a tragic ending. As
the danger took shape, their appeals grew more insistent, and on 20 August

-we .were compelled to abandon our usual reserve and to bring the resuliing

51tuation to your notice.

In our letter of 20 August, we explained, objectively and dispassionately.

who was. responsible, It was clearly and undenlably, the Comite” de 1'Unite

TogolaiSe vhich on 23 August 1951 gdded still another crime to its asccount.
, These are the facts: _the old chief of the village of Vogan,

Paul Kalipe, died about twomonths ego,but according to a long-esteblished and
~respected custom, his death has not yet been disclosed; it will be made public
only after a certain time-limit which expifes on 4 September next; in other
~ words, the chief will die oniy on that day.: Until then, he presumabiy’

‘ continues to reign, and the throne is not vacant. - Vhen it is, a‘regent will
,'take over until the enthronement of a new chief, who may be” the regent himself,

‘ -oon;;rmed or another- person of the chiefl's fanily, if custom,and tradition, so

dear to the Comit€ de 1'Unité Togolaise are to be respected.

. /The regent
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The regent who has been appointed is Jacob Kalipe) sao of the iate
chief, who many years ago, in his father! 5 llfetlme, was appolnted sub-chlef
of Voran in order to assist him. - Durxn@ hls father's long illness, Jacob
Kallpc s0 administered this large centre that his authority and prestige nave
grown and that the esteem and affectlon in which he was’ generally held and whieh “
had led to his appointment as sub-chief of Vogan, have likewise increased. -
Like other members of his family, Jacob Kalip could quite legitimately claim
to succeed his father. He is in a .very strong nosition, owing also to his
generally recognized administrative ablllty, and w1ll certalnly gain the votes of
a great majority of the population.

Although as we have sald, the throne is not yet vacant, the Comlte
de l'Unlte Togolaise, knowing that it could not oppose the people s verdict

W1th any hope of success, has chosen to impose by force, contrary to all custom,
a certaln Amouzou Zéhada, purporting to be a cousin of the dead chlef & man who
is certalnly_senlle, dev01d of all personality, and who tekes no part in the
conduct of villaﬁe affairs. His chief merit in the eyes of the Comite de ;
l'Unite Togolalse is that he is a former eouneillor who revolted against the o
deceasea chief and was thrust aside by him long ago.

. Be that as it may, it is for the family council and later for the
village council to choose a new chief from among the existing candidates, in the
manner prescribed by custom.

The Comité de 'Unité Togolaise, however, did not wait; as soon as

it 1earned of Kallne s death it proclaimed old Amouzou Zébada chief of Vogan, and
rallied round him the malcontents who are thls party's usual supporters. A
number of sudden attacks were made in an effort to spread terror throughout the
village, to intimidate Jacob Kalipé: and even to seize hih,' ~ He wvas forpidden
ever again to preside over the customary court, as he has done for atlong tine,
Jacob Kalip€ has made every concession compatible with the maintenance of public
order and with his dignity, in order to avoid disturbances, but he couldfnot bow
before this illegal injunction, made by unprincipled'pri#ate individuals. To
have done so would have meant to relinguish all.authority, to bring’anarchy into a
peaceful and hardrworkihg,village«and to accept the law laid down'by unscrupulous
agitators. Jaboc Kalioé’defied,them; an action for which no one can blame him,'
and convened the court for Thrusday, 23 August, with a Buropean policeman énd two
fuards 1n attendance to preserve order.

/A mob
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| A mob of men and women, flred wlth fanatlcism, meedlately 1nvaded the
Jacob Wallpe, the pre91eent aidxmt
he adgourned the meetlng and retired to his home. The riotent

'proSs the 1ssuea
It was necessary to re- establlsh oreer and -

‘ weze trlumphanu and vould not ston. ,
‘“ca*l for help from Anecho for that nurnose.
Uelenhone lines’ hao been pxev1ouslj cut in taree places.
‘ ﬁuardu came and was qp1ekly submerged by the rising tide, " A reinforcement of

about tén more guards hurrled over from. Anecho, but they were unable to restore

"Aorder. Vlolently attacked b} the crowd, severely wounded, orne o. them left for
aead the twenty guards, faced as they verc bf an unleashed mob armed with sticks,

. It was then discoverea that the
A group of about ten

vo“k RHLVES, daggers, trade and sporting guns, were forced to give up any attempt
to scatter the denongtrato”s and withdrev to the eimenlstratlve POSD. - They were,
; however, puvsued and herras sed‘ the signal to attack was 9ccomoanlea by cries of:
Cnge on, you can kill then, the. U »H. has fozbiaden tie French to fire a single
Shot.“ The guards threw grenades agalrst a wall anu.fzred varnlng shots into the
air, Lut ths onlj increased the fury of the rloters, some of whom were shouting:
"Looh, they are firing blaoks, go on, wipe Lhem out they won't Purt you." The
‘mob obeyed blindly and the 6uards, ‘who vere in rreat danger, finally fired,
Elaht persons, including two women, were mortally wounded. It was only wken the;
'saw men 1all that the poor peasants realized the consequences of their action and
fled headlong across the fields, losxng at once all their courage and conviction.
Until the last moment they ‘had believeu, deluded by their leade s, that their
‘iaggrPSSLon would g0 unnunlsbed. ’
We sincerely regret the deaths of our compatrlots, but the Comite de

-l'UnLte Togolaxse had meant that daJ to. be & day of bloodshed. Their plan had

"been*to paraljze the public order services in order to be free to take

"Jacob KEllpe s house by | storm and to massacre tne loyallsus. We are therefore
‘:regretfully compe 1ed to recognlze bhat tnls unfortunate death toll was the lesser
ev1l and that the number of dnad woald hﬂve been far vreater 1f the rloters nad
not been checxed in their madness. ' o )

5 We are extremely sorrJ that poor 1gnorant neasants should have paid so
heaV1ly for the mLsdeeds of agitators who, llPe cowaros, saw to thelr own in
~¥‘safety In valn do we look in fhese ineidents for any trace of patrlotlsm,

'alslnteresteunesg or even reason whlch mlght evo e sympatny. ; r"hey are notnlng

\

[out acts
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put scts-of terrorlsm and 'ban\lltI‘J Walch a;ny sens:.ble nerson mll I‘epudiate.

' The Comite de 1'Unite Togolalse is flabrantly rfullty of uhe e‘vents v.uch

ook place bo»h in Vogan and.. in Ag’oé’tiko > and orem& 1'ta‘clon k*as been fully
established.

About tven’cy dajs befﬁz‘e thg &’io‘c a Togoland nollcemap nredlcted 'that .
shots would soon be fired in Ver'an., He is not a soothsa,fer +- bu’c a bro’cher 01 tm
caairpan of the Anécho section. u:&‘ “the. Cergx*e de 1'Unite To;*ola:x.se an& Lherefore ‘
knovs the secrets of -the- censm,ra'%&'s. T

A Tew days: before. Thms&ay 23 Auaust,, me c}:u.ezt's o; the onuplrauo;‘s
camie 0 Anecho in order to conclm’asé a bloca *aact &z‘ii,h ’Ghe chan.r,nan of the ' ‘
Conite.de. 1'Unitd JTorolaise. of Amcho. e

Earlier, - the leaders of ime me,ité ée l'UntLte Togolc,ise of VOfan azzq
of Anécho and a dissenting son-of the dead chie:f lez”t ‘the cerele in order nm,
tobe mixed up in the affair 'ole:;meci er n_e ;;ext-', tay. . The telen‘lone vlres vere
certainly not eut by cha.nce. B o L

Finally, the or(;amzaiitm mﬁ‘ the riotam and the arms used bJ them on bl"iE -
Gday of the event were evidence- of & carefully nreuared plzm. - He could contlnue
the list, but it should be enough to say thet, in. view of ‘chev L,rantj of tne 51tua-
tion, &isxllusxoned consniratoro have.. talked and secrets have beer inulgea.

It is worthy of note that in a villag,e of 15,000 1nnab1tancs, only about
500 persons took part in the rmtmg., Obwoule the Comte de’ l'Um.te Tog,olaise

commands an ‘insignificant minority and "‘1e r:.ots axe no‘c an exuression of rfenera;l

., .o ’F" -

dlscontent anong the noPulaulon.

"

- Such is. the atuosnhere of permanentw unreSu which The Conn x,e de 'Unlbe

Tozolaise intends to spread throughout the coun’crj 1"1 order o mahe people 7
believe, contrary to the evidence ;. tha‘t things have gone bauly since its defeat- ir
the last electlons., ‘ o o o 7
L Such is the h,eavy wei ht of respons,lblllty borne by tms par‘c Tt -
hes found favour m.ch ‘the ’I‘rustees‘nu Gouncil » which is der‘elved into thinking
that 1t represents a disinterested na‘tionallst senblment whereas in fact it is a
group of actven'curers with 'base intentions," serv:mg cert ai.n‘ mterests witdch” tnuay' o
are well Immm and vhich are not those of Tobo/langl./ - ‘

~ /In our
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In our 1etter ‘of 20 Auwust we drew attentﬂon to ‘the moral responsibllity
of Lhe Trustee311n Council, in} whOSe sﬁa&bv all these- actlcns arc nerpetrated.
In Agbétiko and in VOPan, the agitators 1nvoke the Trusteeuhlp Council as their
shield, Ve know that this 1§ Hot 80, but it is impossible to convince the
'“.U . Crovd as well as the pooulatlon, which las lOUé thou'nt that the Eve

rovement had been dlscredlted."
ThlS state of mind i§ a- logical consequence of the pronabanda waged by

the Comlte de 1'Unité Toyolalse , which in pvblic speecnes nakes freqpent rerntion

of letters from America and 1nsolently flaunts the warm frlendshlp of a certain

’

member of the Trusteeshln Council.

The OLnCll'S eqplvocatlons have lent sunport to these assertions.
At a recent public meetlng in Lone o sneauer said that a hi:h personage of the
Trusteeship Coun01l had written to the partj that "the Ewe qpestlon will always
remain open and its settlement is in your own hands". Ve do not put trust in’
rumours, but the followers of the Comite” de 1'Unite Togolaise do, and the result

has been Agbétiko yesterdav and Vo.an today. " Thgt is far too fuch for our
calm and hard-wor J.n”r countrv vhlch needs peace and tranouilllty in order to shape
its Tuture, ‘

Wé are convinced that the Trusteeship Council will deplore these events
'which'ﬁave'brbught:bloodshed to our country as much as we do and that it will put
an‘endlﬁo them by*élbsing the case of the Eweg, thus freeing itself of the respohs
‘ biiity which the Comité'de\l'Unité Togolaise has imposed upon it without its know-

ledge. That is what we respectfﬁliy ask of the United Nations, in the.ﬁone’thaf
our v01ce, the' voice of the majority of Togolanders, will at last be heard.

T have the honour o e, ete. '
| | | (Signed) John A. Atayi
. ‘ e . John. Arate ATAYf'_
‘ ‘President of the Parti Togolais du Progres

Received at United Nations Headquarters.on 2 September 1951





