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"PARTI TOGOLAIS PJJ PROGRES 11 

Lome~ 26 A~cu~:t: ··i9~l: 

'1'\ro weeks aco, a tragic incident occurred '-~'hich brought mourning to 

the village of Agbetiko, Its repercussions, felt throughout the territory1 

deeply perturb~d the entire population of Togoland, accustomed as it is to calm1 

order and. tranquillity and not to acts of terrorism and outbreaks· of violence . . . . 

with t_heir toll of human lives, 
' . . . . 

The motives whi.ch le<:l UIJ to this ·sad event, the slogans which excited 

men's minds 'and certain manoeuvres used to bring the event about had been 
,· ' . . . 

obseryed throughout the so1rthern part of the country ru1d had aroused serious 

fears conc~rninc.; the ·outcome or ~r.le :,·rldespread campaign of agitation. Even before 

the Abgetiko incident, we were receiving complaints from friend's in the interior 

~1ho feared that this open incitement to hatred might have a tragic ending. As 

the danger took shape, their appeals gre~T more insistent, and on 20 August 

·-we .. ~1ere compelled to abandon our usual reserve and to bring the resulting 

situation to yo\~. notice, 

In our letter of 20 August, we explained, objectively and dispassionate]~. 

who -.;ms responsible, It ~1as clearly and undeniably, the Comite de 1 'Unite' 

To6ola1Se which on 23 August 1951 added still another crime to its account. 

~1ese are the facts: _the old chief of' the village of Vogan1 
' ; 

Paul Kalipe, died about t'WO months ago, b'!lt according to -a long-established e.nd 

respected custom; his death has not yet been disclosed; it 1-rill be made public 

..only after a certain time.:.limit ,.,hich expires on 4 September next; in other 
" words, the chief ivill die only on that day. · Until then, he presumably 

continues to reign, und the throne is not vacant. ifuen it is, a reGent will 

take over until the enthronement of a new c?ief, who may b~the regent himself, 
\ 

· co!ffirmed or anoth~r person of the chief's family, if custom and tradition, so 

dear to the Comit{ de 1 ttJnit{ Tagolaise. are to be respected • 

. /The resent 
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The :regent vrho has been appointed is Jacob Kalir:>e; son of the late 

~llief 1 vrho many years ago" in ·his father '_s lifetime 
1 

was appointed sub-chief' 

of' Vosan in order to assist him. During his father's long illness, Jacob 
~· I 

Kalipc so administered this large centre that his authority and prestige have 

::;rmm and that the esteem and affection in ~vhich he vras generally held and which 

had led to his appointment as sub-chief of VoganJ have likewise increase·d .• · · 

Like other members of.his family,~ Jacob Kalipe could quite legitimately claim 

to succeed his father~ He is in a.very strong position, owing also to his 

generally recognized administrative ability,~ and will certainly gain the votes of 

a great majority of the population. 

Although,~ as we have said,~ the throne is not yet vacant, the Comite ,. . 

de l'Unite Togolaise,~ knowing that it could not oppose the people's verdict 

with any hope of success,~ has chosen to impose by force, c.ontrary to all custom, 

a certain Amouzou Zeoada, purporting to be a cousin of the dead chief~ a man who 

is certainly seni:I:e .I devoid of a11 personality 1 and who takes no part in the 

conduct of village affairs. His chief merit iri the eyes of the Cornite de 

1 'Unite Togolaise 'is that he is a former ceunC:Ulorwho revolted ae;ainst the 

deceased chief and·was thrust aside by him long ago. 

Be that as it may,~ it is for the family council and later for the 

village council to choose a new chief from among the existing candidates 1 in the 

manner prescribed by custom. 

The Comi te' de 'Unite" Togolaise 1 hmvever 1 ?-id not wait; as soon as 

it learned of Kalipe's death it proclaimed old Amouzou Ze':lada chief of Vegan, and 

rallied round him the malcontents who are this party's usual supporters. A 

number of sudden attacks were made. in an effort to S;?:tead terror throughout. the 
. / 

village, to intimidate Jacob Kalipe 1 and even to seize him~ He '~as forbidden 

ever again to preside over the customary court,~ as he has done for a long time •. 

Jacob Kalipe' has made every concession compatible with the maintenance of public 

order and with his dignity 1 in order to avoid disturbances 1 but he could not botv 

before this illegal injunction; made by unprincipled private individuals. To 

have done so would have meant to relinquish all.authority1 to bring anarchy into a 

peaceful and hard·working .villaee· &nd to accept- the lavr laid down by Unscrupulous 

agitators. Jaboc KaliJ?e"" defied them, an 'action for which no one can blame him., 

and convened the· c.ourt f.or Thrusday 1 . 23 August 1 with a European policeman nnd two 

.:;uards in attendance t.o J?reserve order. 

1A mob 



/ 

' ~- . 

A mob o.f men and wo~ert 1 tired ·~nth fanaticism, immediately invaded the 

hall and 'l?revente.d the co~r·tfrom sitti.i1g~ Jacob Y.a.l.ip{,. the. presiG.ent, dld not 

:press the. 'i.ssue; .. h~ adjour~ed the mee·ting' and retired to his hor~e. T'ne riotert 

v~e~:e ·triumphant and 1rould not stop. . It: was necessary to re-estabiish order an:i · 
. ' • . -~ - ' \ I ' . .. . ' . ' ' ' ' 

c'ail: for heip fro!n Anecho for that purpose. It uas then discovered that the 

teler;hone · lines· had been previously cl.tt • in three r>la.ces- A group of about ten 

~uards ca1ne and 1faS quickly submerged' by tl1e rising tide~ A reinforcement of 

~bout·. tun mo.re guards ·hurried over from An~ho 1 but the;:r were unable to restore. 

order. Violently attacked by the cr':lwdl severely lTOtm.::ledJ one 0~ them left for 

dead
1 

the t"i-Tenty gt1.ards 1 faced as they vlerc 'b;;r an. unleashed mob armed with 'sticks1 

uoi'k: ·1~rti VeS 1 'daggers 1 trade ~nd SJ?Orting [;,1lr~S 1 . ~ere forced to Ci Ve Up any attempt 

to s·catter ·!.;h~ demonstrators and vTithdre\T to the ndJ.ainistrative f;ost_. · .. They were, 

hm.T~ver 1 pursued and harrassedj the signo.l to a'l:;tack 'was e.cconrJ?e.nied. by cries of: 
. . 

"Go. on·, you can. kill theu, the U,n. baa fOl'bi,lden the French to fire a single 

shot." The guards thre>-r grenade a agair!st a ~ra.ll. and. fired i'Tarning shots into the 
• <. • • •• • • I, , , 

air 1 but this only ·increasec1 the fury of the rioters; some of whom w·ere shouting: 

"Lo~l~1 they are firing blanks, g~. on1 't-ripe ~he~ out, they won.'t h~ you." The 

mob obeyed blindly and the gl.ta.rds 1 who iTere in great. danger1 finally fired. 

E,ight persons, including hm women1 >·tere mortally wounded. It was only when the: 

sat-T men fall that the poor peasants realized the consequences of their action and 

fled headlong across the. fields 1 losing at once all their courage and convic:tior:. 

Until the last moment_, they ·had believetl, delud:ed by their l:'eaders 1 that their 

aggression would go unpunished• 

~-le sincerely regret the deaths of our compatriots, but the Conrlte,... de 
". / 

l 'Unite. Togola:tse h~ meant that day to be a da:r of bloodshed. Their plan had 
' ) . 

bee_n 'to :paralyze the public order services in order to be free to take 
' .• · .: .;·,. /. . . . . ' 

Jac?b 'Kali:pe's house by storm and to massacre the loyalists. l·le are therefore 

regretfully COm.J?e1led to recognize that this unfortunate death toil was the lesser .. .. . 
evil and that .the nli"Uber of dead ~ould ho.ve been far gr~ater if the rioters hB.d 
not been checked.' in their madness'. .; . 

. · He ~~, ex~t~me.i~ sorry :that poor ignorant uea.sants ·should have paid so 

heavily for the .mi?deeds' ·~f!lg:i.tatori ~vho, like ~o~a;d.s; saw to thelf own in 

safety. .:I~ vain d.~ we l~~k in .the~e imH.dents for· a~y .trace 6! i>atriotism, 

disinterest~d~ess or e~en reason 't-Thich ~ght evol~e :sympathy.. They are n~ti1ing 
. -, 

/bu.t acts 
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bUt ~cts of ter:rorism, and .bandi t~y t-thich o.ny sensible. 'person 1·rill r~p'tldia.te_;, 
. - ~ .. --.· ·, .-... ... ' 

- The Comite ·de ·ltUnite( Togolaise · ip flac.~r,antl~ gui.lty; o~--~~he everits ul1ich. 

took place both :·in Vegan and-,·in 1\gbltb~o, and premec.:.i tatioxt has Q_een fully 
. . . . . ~ . ~ •' ·, . 

esta"!Jlished.• ._. · 
# '~- ~ ' 

· · --About tuenty days bef~te~ th~. ltiot, a. Togolan<-1. )?_6liceman ;predi~ted that 
"l • ' p. \ • ' 

shots v7ould_ soon 'be fired in Vor.an. He is not. a s?oths~y~r 1 . but l1, brpther _of ·_the 

caairr;lan of the ~echo section. P.t the .Gomt.te' de 1 •I,Jnite Ta~~laise: anQ.6 ther~for~- -· 
~ 4 t • • ~1'-\~--... ~ .• 

lr.nb,Ts the sec·rets o:f'.·the · consuira!f:lotos. . . " ' . ~ ~ . . '~ .. ' ~ '. ·.: . 

A 'few- days:- befo:l:'e. Thtn"~¥, 23_ Au.&1ls't1 . tb:e .. ~l)i;~~~ of ·the cpnsp:G:~~cbrs -

came to Anecho in order to concl.• ;u, "QlooJ. "~c~ w1 th .the c·hair_ma,n of the_ 

Conite'. de. l'Unite' ,Tor:;ola:i.se. of 4lilc'cllo. -
• • : ~ • • # -

Earlier, t~1e leaders ~:£' t1le· Cor1~i ti q,e 1 'Unite rl'oeplais_e 9f Vozf:l,ll_ S.::J.d 
/ ~ 

of Anecho and a dissenting son of the dead e.hief left the cercle in order not. 
·' ' - ~ l. . ;, ' ' •· 

to ,.be mixed up_ in the affair: P.l-a~d ;tot• :the ),leX.t a.a,y. The- t~lep~one '\·Tires ltere 

certainly no·t cut by .. cha.nce.~ : . - . . 
• ' • •• '-

1 
• # .-•• '' '"" • •' • ~ • • • • ir ·: t •• ,~ ., :· : .. 

Finally, .. the orcani~a;ti'O:fl _O'f the :r:.iO"'...e~ JiU1(1 the ~ms use~l by them, on the 

&.ay ol' ti.1e event were evidence· of a .c·ar~f'Ully prepared :plan. . \Je_. could continue 
' ·' ' ~ . . . -· . ,, '' _.: -' . . 

the list, but it shoulc1 be enouah to say tho.t, in vie"t·T of the r;_;ravity . ~f ,the si tua-
... . . - ; . .' ·, 

tion; disillusioned conspirators 'QaV<3.- talk,e~ and, secrets have. peel\'· ~t vulc;ed. , 

Tt. ts worthy of note that -in a yillage of 15,009 inhabi ta~:cs, . only about 

500 ·:persons . too1c part in the rioting.. Obviously the_ Gomi t~ _de 1 'Unite Togo.laise 

·counnands an :insit:;nific,ant minpr:i.ty: and tl1e r.iots ai·e _ not an expres~i~n o:f general 
.. '". ~,.,. ..... ·· .. "": ,., .,. , , ~r· ... . · ... -• ~ .~· .. 

d:i;scontent a.rJ.One? ··the population.. . ... _ 

Such is. :the atmosphere. of ,Permaneu~.unres.t "f~icq the Comite' de 1 ~Unit~' 
~ 

To3olaise intencls to snread throughout the c:o\l!ltry in .ord,er .to make people · 
- .. ( ... ~ ' -;> ., ,_, • • 

believe 1 contrar~r to the evidepce, tha~ things have GOne badly since its defeat ir 
~ ~- ~·-- / . . 

the last elections., . , 
. ,I,·. : . - ' . ' 

. Such is the }:l.eavy v!eir:;ht. of respons~bility borne by this party •.. It 

has i'o1m£·ravoiir. -t:Ti.tn;:the ·;_r;~st~~shi:j? ··c~uri~ii; which is ,deceived into thinkinG 

that it rej?resents a disinterested nationalist 'sentiment, whereas in fact it is a 

group of ac'tV:en"curers ">Tith 'base: intentions';,'· serving cer"Gatn: interests which· toilay 
' I , 

are '"ell lmmm and vThich are not those of Tor;oland. 

/In our 
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In our letter 'of 20 ~ugust vre drew· attention to the moral; responsibility 

of the Trusteeship Council, in hrhbse sliadb't·T"all these ... ac't:tons are .perpetrnteu., 

In Agbetiko and in Vocan, · the tisi hitoFs invoke the Trusteeship Cotmcii as· their 

shield.. . He l~no-vr that this Hr' hot so, but ::l.t is .iinpossible to convinc-e the 

•:c.p.T." cn'o1-rd
1 

as weil.as the :populationj whichiias long thou&;ht that the Et1e 

movement had. been discredited. 

This state of mind is· a logical consequence of the :p,ro~aganda vrat;ed. by 

the Comi te' de l'Uni te Tor£olaise 1 which in public speeches 'makes frequent· mention 
. . . 

of letters from America and insolently flaunts the ·t.rarm friendship of a certain 

member of the Trusteeship Council. 

The Cotmcil's equivocations have lent su~port to these assertions. 

At a recent public meeting in ·Lome'·a speal-.~r ·said that a hi,;h pers~nage of the 
' ' -. ~ . t-. . : 

Trusteeship Council had 't·rritten· to the party that "the Ewe question \Till abvays 

remain open and its settlement is· in your own hands 11
• He do not put trust in.· 

rumours, but the follmTers of the C0111ite"' <le 1 'Unite Tor.;olaise do 1 and the restllt 

has been AGbetilw yesterda;y and. Vof;an today~ ; .. ·That is .far too limch for our 

calm and hard-worldng · ~~un.try 1-rhich needs peace and tranquillity in order to shape 

its future. 

T.Te are convinced. that the Trusteeship Council '\vill deplore these events 

. v7h~ch have' brought ·bloodshed to our country as much as vTC do and that it will put 

an end to them b~,. closing the case of the Ewe~, thus freeint; itself of the respOJ:1s 

biiity which the Comite' de 1 'Unite Togolaise has imposed u;pon it wj_thout its knoiT·· 

ledge. That is what 11e respecti'tll.ly as le of the· Uni te<l Nations 1 ih the ~i.oye tha: 

ot1.r voice, the voice of the majority of Togolanders·, will at last be heard.. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

(Signed) John A. Atayi 

John. Al''ate A'rAYI 

President of the Parti Togolais lu Progre~ 

Received at United Nations Heaclquarters.on 2 September 1951 




