
UNITED NATIONS 

Press 80:tv:l.ce::s 
Office of P1.1.blic Inf'orlilP..t:ton 

Unj. ted Rations, N. Y. 

(FOR USE OF INFORMM.1:WN MEDIA -·- NOT AN OJ.i?ICIAL ill~CO~) 

Pross Re.1ease HQ/249 
20 Octol;er 1970 

SENEGAL pm,s:@,l'.rs '11APE9'l1RY '1'0 UNITED NATIONS ·-···~· .. - __ , __ _..,..,...,._~---,.,,_.--~~·-"'·------·---.. 

A mural te.pestry C..."lti tled "Pilgrimage to Touban was p1.•esented to the 

Un:i.ted Nations toda.y by the people and Gove:crune.nt of Senegal. 

The presentatton was me.de by Abdou Diouf, Prime Jv'dnister of Sen<::igal, at 

a ceremony :1.n the_ Wes·t Foyer, r.'llere the tapestry is hung. 

In a statement, Mr~ Dj_ouf sa.:ld the tapestry was ohe or the finest examples 

of SenegaleiJe art and attempted to convey the importance ·che Senegalese people 

attached to .sp.i.ritu.al values in the life of man. The tapestry, he added, 

expressed traditiono.l values through its subjec·t; and moderni.ty in its e...xecution, 

as well as the faith in man and in spiritual v-aJ.-ues of the Senegalese p;~ople. 

Nr. Diouf went on to reiterate his belief' j_n the m:i.ssion of the United 

Nations and callea. for the inst;itutj_on of a universal civilization, of which 

he said President Leopold Scnghor of Senegal had long been a champion. 

The Secretary-Ge.nereJ., U Thant, accepted the gift o·,1 behalf' of t.he United 

Nat:J.ons. (For text of statement. by- the Sec1·etary·-General see Press Release 

SG/SM/1349.) The tapestry, which measures foUl~ metres by six metres, was made 

by the Senegalese artist Papa Ibra Tall. It depicts the yearly festival a"l:~ 

'l'ouba in honour of the head of the Moslem sect of Mourides. There are seven 

human figures, male e.nd female, in the rneny-coloured tapestry, as well as a 

horse. 
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