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I. INTRODLCTION

]. The item entitled "United Nations Conference on Succession of States !n
Respect of State Property, Archives and Debts" was included in the provisional
agenda of the thirty-seventh session of the ceneral Assembly pursuant to
paragraph 6 of Assenbly resolution 36/ll3 of 10 ttecenber 198I'

2. on the reconnendation of the General Comrnittee, the General Assembly decided
at its 4th plenary rneeting, on 24 Septenber 1982, to include the iten in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Sixth Conmittee.

3. In connexion with the item, the Sixth connittee had before it a report of the
Secretary-ceneral (A/37/454 and Add.1) subnitted pursuant to paraqraph 5 of
resolu!ion 36/1f3.

4, The Sixth committee considered the iten at its 30th and 31st neetings, on 28
and 29 october 1982. The sunnary records of these meetings (A/c.6/37/sR.10 and 31)
contain t.he views of r epre sent.at ive s who spoke during the consideration of the
iten.

rI. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLTITION A/C.6/37/L.3

5. At its 31st meeEing, on 29 Octoberr thge representalive of Sierra Leone
introduced a draft resolution (pJC.6/37/L.3) on behalf of Algeria, Angola,
Argentina, Benin, Burundi, the 9glgg, Cuba. cYprus, Denocratic Yemen, Eg.yllg, the
Gernan Denocratic Republic, Greece. cuinea, India, Iraq, Xenya, Lebanon, the
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Llbyan Arab Janahiriya. Ma1i. l'lexicor Mongolia, Nigeria, panana, the Philippines,
Ronaniar Senegal. Sj.erra l€one. the Sudan, Tbailand. Turkeyf Venezuela, yugoslavia
and Zambia. subsequently joined by Afghanistan, Colombia, Janaica. Tu[isia and
Zaire. fn j,ntroduc j,ng the draft resolution, the representative of Sierra Leone
stated the understanding of the sponsors nith regard to the request addressed to
the Secretary-ceneral in paragraph 5 of the draft resolution "to subnit to the
Conference aII relevant docunentation and recomnendations relating to its nethods
of work and procedures". Arong the relevant documentationr reference nas made to
an analylical compilation of conments of Governments submitted in writing or made
orally in the General I'ssenbly on the draft articles on succession of States in
respect of State property. archives and debts, adopted by the International Lart
Conmission at its thirty-third session in L981. That conpilation would cover such
conrnents circulated or nade at the relevant sessions of the General Assenbly.

6, In accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the C,enera} Assenbly,
the Secretary-General submitted a statement lA/C,6/37/L.41 on the adrninisErative
and financial inplications of the draft resolution.

'1 . At its 3Lst neetlng, the Corunittee adopted draft resolution A/C,6/37/L.3 by
consensus (see para, 9) .

8. Tlie representative of the !nited Slates of Anerj.ca made a statement j.n
explanation of her delegationls posrtion on the @nnitteers decision.

III. RXCOMMENDATION OF 1'HE SIXTH COMMI TTEE

9. The Sixth comjr,ittee reconmenos to the ceneral Assembly the adoption of the
following draf t resoLutioni

Lnited Nati.ons Conference on Succession of States rn
Respect of State Property, Alchives and Debts

.nh A a3hara l accamhl\

Recallj.ng that, by its resolution 35/113 of 10 December 1981. il decided to
convene a conference of pLenipotentiaries in 1983 to consider the draft articles on
succession of States in respect of State property, archives and debts' adopted by
the International- Law Conmission at its thirty-third session, 7/ and to enbody the
results of its work in an international convention and such olher instrunent.s as it
rni ght deem appropriate.

Recalling further that. i.n paragraph l of the same resolution, it expressed
its appreciation to the Internationaf Law Conmission for its valuable work on the
question of succession of States in respect of State property, archives and debts.
and to the Special Rapporteur on the topic for his contribution to t.his v/ork.

l/ Official Recolds of the ceneraf Assemblyr Thirty-third Session.
Supplenent No. I0 (A/36/7O and corr.1), chap, II, secl. D.
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Ralievin{r thEh fhF .lraft articles aoopted by the International Lavt Commission
at its thirty-third session represent a good basis for the elaboration of an
international convention and such other instrunents as nay be appropriate on the
question of succession of States in respect of State property, archives and debts,

Taking note of the report of t.he Secre La ry-Gener a I 2/ containing the connents
and observations subrnitted bv a number of Menber States in accordance wi.th its
resolution 36 /LI3,

Mindful of Art.icle 13, paragrapb 1 a. of the charcer of the United Nations'
whlch provioes that the c€neral Assenbly shall initiate studies and make
recommendations for the purpose of encouraging the progressive developnent of
internationaL law and its codifi"cation,

Believing that the successful codificatj.on and progressive developnent of the
rules of international law governing succession of States in respect of State
property. archives and debts would contribute to the devel-opment of friendly
relations ancl co-operation among States' irrespective of their constitutional and
social systensr and erould assist j.n promoting and implenenting the purposes and
principles set forth in Areicles I and 2 of the charterr

Noting with appreciation that an invitabion has been extended by the
Ciovernnent of Austria to hoLd the tinited Nations Conference on Succession of States
in respect of State Property, Archives and Debts at Vienna'

1,, Decides that the United Nations Conference on Succession of States 1n
respecL of State Property' Archives and Debts, referred to in General Assembly
resolution 36/113, shall be held fron 1 March to I April L983 at Viennai

2, Requests the Secretary-General. to j.nvj.te:

(a) AlI States to partlcj.pate in the Conference;

(b) Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia. to
participate in the conference, in accordance with paragraph f of General Assembly
resolution 36/L2L D of l0 Decernber 1981;

(c) Representatives of organizations that have received a standing invitation
from the C,eneraL Assembly to participate in the sessions and the work of all-
international canterences convened under i.Ls auspices in the capacity of observers
to participate in the Conference in that capacity, in accordance with Assenbly
resolutions 323? (xxlx) of 22 Novernber 1974 and 3I/L52 ot 20 Decenber 1976i

(d) ReFresentatives of the national Liberation novements recognized in its
region by the Organization of African L'nity to participate as observers, in
accordance with General Assenbly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of ]0 Decenber L974i

U A/3'1/ 454 and Add.I.
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(e) lrhe specialized agencies and the International Atornic
well as interested organs of the L-nited Nations and j,nterested
organizations to be represented by observers at the Conferencei

Energy Agency as
i ntergovernmental

3. Reters to the Conference. as the basic proposal for its consideration,
the draft articles on succession of states in respect of state property, archives
and debts adopted by lhe rnternationar Law connission at its thirty-third session;

4, Decides that the languages of the Conference sha1l be the official and
working .languages of the Generat AssenbLy, it.s conmittees and its sub-corunitteest

5. Requests lbe secr etary- Ge ner ar to submit to the conference a11 relevant
documentation and reconmendations relating to its rnethods of work and procedures
and to arrange for the necessary staff, facilities and services which it wirr
require, including the provision of surnmary recordsi

6. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the presence at Lhe
Cbnference, as an expert, the forner SpeciaL Rapporteur of the InEernational La!,
coruni.ssion on the topic of succession of states in respect of natters other than
treaties, 1f he is available.


