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CURRENT TRENDS AND CHANGES IN THE STATUS AND ROLES OF
WOMEN AND MEN, AND MAJOR OBSTACLES TO BE OVERCO~E IN
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF EQUAL RIGHTS OPPORTUNITIES AND

RESPONSIBILITIES

Protection of maternal and child health

Argentina, Cuba, India,
Thailand and Turkey:

Iran, Mexico, Pakistan. Peru,
revised draft resolution

The World Conference of the International Women's Ye~,

Considering that urbanization ~s a rapid proces~, particularlY
in the developing countries, a~d that it has major effects on the·
family health in general and maternal health in particular,

Being aware of the fact that large migrant populations in the
urban areas of these countries live under substandard housing
conaitions, having adverse effects on their health,

Considering that four fifths of the worid's population still
live in rural areas and that efforts must be made to lower the migration
rate from rural to urban areas inasmuch as the rural popUlation is an
extremely important source of labour for agricultural and food
production and at the.same time constitutes a specific socio-cultural
life style,

Recognizing that the high rate of illegal abortions by non-qualified
persons is a serious maternal health problem in several developing
countries, particularly in the case of migrant women living under
substandard housing conditions,

Bearing in mind that the general maternal and child death rate
in rural areas of developing countries is even higher than that of
urban areas,
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Noting that one of the world's most alarming pr6ble~s ~bn~ists
of malnutrition and nutritional deficiencies, which are much,lm6re;
acute a.mong the d e s t d t u't e inhaqi.tants' of b,ot,h urban ~reaa "nd ,
semi-urban and rural areas, ," ,-' ,

',',' "Reaffirmizig" that 'o.ll ..t'heseproblems ,affecting ma.t e r na.l, and
child health are intimately related to the socio-economic factors
which determine conditions in the countries where they prevail and
that the measures to be taken must be congruent with national values
and goals and with accepted international principles,

1. Urges Member States to:

(a)" 'A~~ac~.particular importance to special urban, s~~i-urban
and rural ~ealth progr~m~es for providing adequate health services
to the population; ,

(b) Give special attention to the development of primary
health services iri'which the community identifies and recognizes
its own needs and takes part in the eatablishment of priorities and
in the development of health~related activities at the primary level.
This system s houLd be supported by a national ne t vo r-k of.-more complex
specialized services to care for the entire'population, 'with particular
emphasis on ,the health of women throughout their life cycle: services
for the care of women and children, including nutrition programmes and
programmes for protection against environmental hazards and far health
e ducat ion;

(c) Provide family education and training plans in those'
countries where these problems are serious and which offer family'
planning programmes within the broader context of complete ma~ernal

and child health care;

. (d) See~ and promote the allocation of additional resources
~or:such policies and programmes;

(e) P~omote maternal and child-care and day-care ser~ices ,for
wor~ing women;

(f) Promote an over-all approach to health care as determiried
by the problems of each country in all the curricula of teaching
and traininginstituti6ns in the field of health. and, within this
context, develop speaific training programmes .. related to maternal and
child hea.lth;

2. Invites the Secretary-General, in ~b-ordination with relevant
specialized agencies, to carry out, within the framevork of existing
programmes, further research for the improvement of ma.ternal and child
health, including nutrition. .




