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Toto by the Secratary-@eﬁarél: .In éccordance with ruls 55 and

gupplementary rule F of the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship'Council,
the Secrotery-General has the honour to transmit to tho mombers of tho
Trusteoship Ccuncil and to the GOVOrnmon+ of Itely es the Aarinidtarlng
Authority of the Trust Torrdtory of Somaliland, a communication dated 3 May
1952 from Mr, Ougman Muisso concerning tho Trust Torrltory of the Camsroons
under Fronch adminiptration, Thio communicatlon forms a supplemont to the
potition set forth in document T/FET,5/112,
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N'Kongsemba, 3 May 1552

Muisse Ousmen, Chief Post Office Clerk, ir’iongsamba

To the Pregident of the Trusteeship Council, United Nations, Lake Success,

Sir, .

With referonce to my letter of 3 April 1952 sent to you under
reglotration No. 431 of 10 April 1952, I have the honour to send herewith, for
gultabls action under the international agreoments, coples of the rslevant
corregpondence exchanged with the local asuthorlties. I assure you that the
Hjlase compunity, which has suffcred the expropriation, now relies for its
future solely on the authority of the United Nations, as Justice shuts its
eyes In the Comeroons.

I have the homour to bo, etc.

(aignature 1llegible)

Recelved at Unlted Fetions Headquartors 9 May 1952

et T IO
/_'" ¥ m,u.‘pu



EVIDENCH
In 1912 my father gavs land to the German Protestant Mizgion for
the BUM OF sssvsnssscsssenresssincariransrsssasssessacssassscsssars 000 mavks,
Thig sum, & vory largs one for that tims, was hended over to him
dirsct and he distributed it as follows: _
Sultan and notables of the Bamoung sesreeer 500 marks
Njiesss £amily (CwneTO) ssevesesssscessssse 500 marks
This fair distribublon way never conbeoted and my father rescived
thanks from ths Sultan and the people for this mark of gzenorosity.

1

Ths fultan had had nothing to do with the matter and had only

rarticipated in the divimion of the land es en officiel witness in his capaclty

as Sultan of the coi.i1¥.

Any statowert. 5o the contrary in fales and void absolutoly.

/IT}EORGSAMBA ,
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N'EONG3/AMBA, 29 April 1952

MUTSSE OTSMAN IBRALIM NJIASSE,
CHIEF POST OFFICE CIERY,
HYKONGSAMRBA .

Tot The High Commissloner of the Irench Reopublic

The Prosident of the Camsroons Representative Agsembly, at Yacunde.

Trusting that the mistakos ofton cormmitted in the Bamoun country at
the expense of certaln great and anciont families wsre not ths result of a
blaced policy but cccurred msrely bocauwse the Adninistration was ili-informsd,
I rospectiully take tho libsrty of again relating to you the following facts
concsrning the case of the KOUNDJA end MOUNIEN lends, which hao dragged on for
a long tims.

Acting es reprosentative ol the Njisse iljlasce cowmunity, I have now
for over geven years beon argulng the case of our customary propsrty, as the
files which you have in your Services (APA, DOMAIIES and ARCAM) testify., I
rention as exauples a fow letters, such es the letter of 24 October 1545
to the High Commissioner glving the exact situaticn and exbtont of this customary
land which has never been contested since the beginning; the Sultan himself
has a copy of that letter because, then unrecognized by the Fronch adminigbration,
he wag our companion in distresg; the letter of 28 July 1649 to the High
Cormissioner, Fresident of tho Cemeroons Representative Assembly and Chief of
the District of Bamoun and numerous private telegrams and several other letters
which ray be consulted in the relevant files.

It 1s only now, thorefore, when the question of the compensation
arises, that the Sultan, instead of supporting a Jjust cause, as President of
the Bamoun Alliance and representative of the peopls, trics to geparate
me from my femilly in order to taks advantage of my youngest brother's ignorance.
Morecever, did not the Sultan, on 21 Lovombor 1951 toll everybody at the Palace
that 1t was with me that he had worked to obtain the 15 millions! compensation
for KOTVDGA and KOUILII?

Jihon
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When my father was alive and I, the sldest son, aged 6, wes living
with my other brothers on the plantation of KOWIDEN BAFOIE with our paternal
grendmother, I was alrsady chosen to live on his KOUNDJA plantation with a woman
who was not my own mobther go that I could come wo know the place Tetter and
become acquainited with ths managewent of our property. Thers 1 nothing new
about the gesture of choozing me to represent my family and 1t is not because
there 18 money involved that all this hostility against me 1s permitted.

Before there was any question of compensation, the Sultan used to sign, togsther
with us, all the requests to the Reprssentative Assembly'of the Carmsroons and
he cannot now prevent me from sneaking on, behalf of the community of IIJISSE-
NJIASS®, I the other heirs, in particular the Sultan, aligned themselves
behind me to claim thelr rights to KOUNDEN, it was becauge they were aware that
the kola plantations they poosessed thers had been granted to them by an
agreenent betweon my pabermal ancestor and the Sultan's ancestor in accordance
with sound cugstom, which should be respected. We have never sald anything but
the truth concerning those who are heirs, under custom and under the land tenure
system, to the tvo landss

XOUNDJA belongs to the communlty of Njisse=-Njlasss

KOUNDEN to:

SULTAN Bamoun-

NJIASSE of Njlssse

NJIUDAM of TFoumbot

NJIKAM of Fouyom

NJINCHARE of Manbein

MOMAVUT

MUISSE OUSUh¢JU ag their representative.

The two paramount chiefs of the groups concerned are:!

NJTMCGEY for KOUHDJA

NJTMOFFIRA for XKOUNDEN,

The Bamoun country is not communist. All the rural lands wers fairly
distributed botween the Sultan and the Bamoun notables. The SBultan had en
ﬁlterior motive in creating discord and bringing into the affair all the
paramount chiefs and notables, who had no land whatsocever at KOUNDJA and KOUNDEN.
The great and lamented Sultan NJOYA made & map of the Bamoun country in 1913

and 1f it has not been logt on purpose, that map should be in tho Palace archives.
/Contrary
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Contrary to the contention made now by the Sultan and kis chance {ricnds, the
rural lands wers nct enbtirely royel proporty which he had the right to dispose
of as he wished. The Sultan had his own lard from vhich he could carve out
parcels for distribvy ion bo hig sons whon thoy grew up, or Lo membera of his
femily.  Sultan Seidou himself, when he wag only the gon of a sultan, hed his
own rural property, given him by his fathor, but nelther bis land nor that of his
rany brothers was sver part of the propertles seized by Torce from any NIASSE,
IETANTOUT, NJIACEAIT, KWIAISOM, HJIKAM or others, but had been taken from the

-

laends bolonglng to the Eultan hirssif,. Thare was even a Bamoun Council which

’d

gged Judswent on the Sultan an

;:

2 hig {emily when they encrcached upon privats
proverty or appropriatad vhat d4id not belong to them, The Bamoun loecal - ‘
Administration lnews all that. What kindé of custom are they following vhen 1t
keens the fruth quict and now tiiss to make out that all tho rural lands belongsd

to ths Cultan? Going into minor detalls, we should porhaps ezplain that as

]

or as hunting i3 concsinad, goms aninnls such eo the panthsr, buffalo, lion

stc, wale the prorarbty of ths Sultan. But when a priveto hunter shot one,

ho roceived, for & ponther or lion, a wife, and for a buffalo, part of the meat,
IT the Sultan wvers wkat ha 1s now hold out to be, vhy was ho still paying these
huntors for gare chot in private property?

Ancther more irportant point ds that land or othsr questlons in the
Chefferies of Ientain, Lijinka end Marka have never been dscided by the
peramownt chisfs of Ujisss or Kounea. Componasation allocabod for the Trading
Centre 8% Mznka, ar.’ for Foutain Mfonju (Pelace) was shared out bstween the
Lersons conccrnsd wlthout consultation with other paramount chiefs.

The Repracantative Asspoubly of the Careroons in ite . discussiona
spsaks o the hslre concerned end not of the Rsmoun paople

Ag the Governmmont has 81l the claims in this arffair in its filss,
these who are now claiiing to inherit should state why thoy did not state their
claiws at the bsginnirg. All thess cleimants are simply Tlivs attracted by
honsy, and in the many meetings at the Palnce they do nob rocormizo any oF ug,

r‘

T, vho was alons in dafodning our interccts bofore the

/in oy



Tn ny lotier of 2k Docember 1971, a copy of which I sent tn the chin?
of the Bemoun District, I gsve him soms information on this affair andi ho lad
mo to understand that on 19 January 1952 h wouwld éall togsther the clainants
to make a final doclsion and said that we ought to come to an apgrosreat,  As
nothlng of ths sort heppenad, I went again to tho Distreit Chie T who told ms that
the Administyation was taking no part in our affair and that he was wditing for
ug to submit an agreed settlement Lo him, I was wa*‘oina too becausse I had
lsarned that the Sulten had Just made out a so»:callod distribution ligt without

onsulting anyons, = The Sultan-Representative merely declared to the Bamoun

Pecple that ag the Govermmant had entructed the whole of the com,ensatl N money
to him he intended to "distriduto” 1t after the olsctions to his electors and
friends. : |

The Sulten's statement during tho elections aléo groatly puzzled us
because we do not undsystard why ths Bamoun local Administration allows the
affair to drag on. What is there still to be dono, now that all the formalities
hava boon complied with; in particular, the henring of 17 May 1950 at 4 p.m.

had been held es e complsomsntary palavar (svmmons flo. 258 attached) and varioug

other investipations had besn made in the groups concorned, b;y the previous
Distrelt Chisfs, - We think that the Camercons Repressntative Assembly's decisions
Hoge L/51 and 22/51 will undoubbedly be amsnded in view of the increage in the

numder of customary or administrative claimants. If not, why is the
Administration waiting to setle the maotter? We knov that the French
Adminigtraticn ard Justice ave there to support the weak against the otrong.

We do not 3liavo, thorefore, that in-the case of our compensation the aathoritles
would wigh to allow ths Sulban an ebsolute pover which does not exist.

Sultan Sseldou is co-oynsr in the 15 MILLIONS aend 1f he wishes to act as a generous
prince end offer money to hias frinads and family, he should taks 1t out of his

own share and not do go at the expense of the other cwnexrs of the land. To

part of the rural lands ever bsceme the propc.r‘by of the Sultan unlezs a xr;ur_der
had just been committed theres Unfortunetely that is not this case with the

lands in disputo.

[ie &lgo
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, Wo uleo know that the Sultan intended to keop back a larre oum for ths
S
rebullding of the Falace. . Ve can nsver ccnment %o such a thing. 1T the Palzcs

fells In ruing, is it our fault? If tne Administwration, on vhom the wosponsibility
rosts, wishes to support the Sultan, we ars perfectly willing that he should
receive a lorge sum Just as, in Fovember 1951, 4 millione were gronted Lo

Liartin ABRGA, paramount chiel and representative ol YAOUIDE, vo dbulld a
residerce. Thot vas only a matter of bullding 2 houze for a paramount chief but
when 10 1s a gquestlon of restoving or rebuilding a monuirent which has long been
admirod. by the Eurcpsuns ocnd is an honowr o the jamoun ueople and thelr Sultan
IJOTA, the Adminigiravion camnot remain wrconcexnade...

The legliolatlon yronceibes that alier the sdninistraiive period, which
is definced Tor the Carvroons by the dscrec of 12 Jenuery 1958 s an arbitration
commisuion ghould 81V 1o asiens the compe snnation ©o b granted Lo the owmers
(Leglnletive Docree oif 8.8.30-0ctobor 1935, articles 26 and 30). Wo, vhe
remrogentabives of toe c.fmm_mitieﬁ , hawve nover boen reuboers oU thab arbitration
copzaission, which ia vstrusted to tals our esctimotes inte acuount,

Ior do we vnlerstand why our rerresentative, lmowing that X TDJIA was

25 kileorntres {ron HOUIDsI ard had o senarate {ile, mide 16 his buciness wo
nix un these twe afiairg end have tho compencatlion aranted in o luwy cun of

15 million fransa,. UWhich are the rural lands releried to in whe French
Governmentts 1090 roport to the United ilntions?

If the efiair han dragged on until now, that in nog the fault ol che
heirs undsr custorary law but of the Sultan, whe, in [rejaration Jor hid
"ro=alectlon”, has brought all his Iriends into it.Tuntead of weciing to corfor with
w, ho avoids vy ard erngacos in a rulbinsliclty of unterland castics which have
nothing: to do vith owr rural lands. Ch poor emoun couniyy, ruey we risurrecd
the decd in ordoy Lo gecure respect Tor vhe worthy custrmrno vhich for centuriecs
rade you a (reab country?l

in the Inveresta of Justice and to avel

Lhyrow i the Leporit ard

Congient Oirice 1t io degirable that tho comp ten shoudd ve palid inlo o
hanlz in the name of the Bamoun Dislrist, pentiing o sattlenont Lobtwoen the

clairanta.
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We have informed the Governmenb and the Revregsentaiive Apgeribly oi the
Cameroons and we roly on fhely usual wiadom for a fair sethlemsnt of this
8 & simple one bub hos veen corplicated

f

quectiorn, which, indeed
> ) 3

by our Sultan-Revpocentative,
Meanwhile, I have the henour to be, etc.,

11legainle
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