
UNITED NA Ti<JNS 

T R U S T E E S 1·-1 I P 
CC)lJ[\JCIL 

'... ~· ·~ ·- . ........ -~-------~~--.-...--~ ..... 

2 JUN t952 
mTITIOH FRC!-1 MR. Ot:Gl!LAN MUISSE ( .,( ,...,. ' . _

1 COHmHNTNG THE C.AivlEROONS UNDER FffiNCII ADMTiffi~Elfttl':l'l!-9;;_._..:.. __ .., __ 

. Noto by tbo Sqcrotnp;y:.,_Gcnol'a~: In accordanco vrith rule 85 ond 

supplementary rule li' of the rules of procedure for tbe T:rustoeship Council, 

the Secretery~Gone'rnl hn>J tho honour to transmit to tho momboro of tho 

Trusteo8hip Cou...~cil and to tbe Govo~nmont of Italy as tbo Aclministorins 

Authority of tllu Trust Torri tory of So:maliland, a comrmmication dated 3 May 

1952 from Mr. Ouo:rr:an Hu:tsso concerning tho Trust Torri tory of the Cnll'..eroons 

under Fronch odininiotration.; Thio co:mruunicntion fo!'1J13 a supplomont to the 

petition set forth in document T/PET.5/112, 

52-42019 
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t·'iuisse Ousn:en, ChiGf Post Office Clerk, .Le'i~ongsmnba 

To the President of the Trusteeship Council, United Nations, Lake Success. 

Sir, 

I'Tith referGuce to my letter of 3 April 1952 sent to you u..."'lder 

registration Ho. 1~31 of 10 April 1952, I have the honour to send here1·rith 1 for 

sui table action tmder the internation~l agroorr"'r:mts, copies of the relevant 

corrospondonce exchanged vrith tho local authorities, I assure you that the 

Nji3se co:r-JJm:!:lity) iJhich hr.s ouffcrod the e:>.'!JrO.P~~if!ti0!11 now relies fa:::· its 

futm·o solely on tba authority of the Unit.ed Nations, as justice shuts its 

eyes :I.n the Cn:rr.eroona < 

I havo tho lJ··:r..our to bo, Gtc. 

Receivecl at Unitod l~ution.g Head<J.uarteru 9 1·1ay 1952 



EVIDEHCB.; 

In 1912 my father gGve land to tbe Geman Pro'testant Njsoion for 

tho su:11. of •••••••••••••••••••·•·•••.••••••$••••••••••~••••••••••••• 800 :n:sl.,lcs. 

Thia Sllill, a vory lm:·c0 one for that time, -vras hnndod over to him 

direct ancl he distributed it as fol.lo;H.:n 

Sultan and notableo of the Bamoi.mo 1 •• , •• 1, 300 rmrks 

Njiesoe fonily (c1v-nero) .-.,. •••••••••• , ••••• 500 n:arlm 

This fair di:Jtritution vas never corrt0oted ancl tzy father :received 

thn:nl:-:~3 from tlJe Sultan and tbe :poo:ple for tbis mark of GGnorooi ty. 

The Cultan lino hnd notbinc to do vritb tbo rc:1ttor and llnrl only 

r[lrtici:patod in tb diviaion of the lnncl ea an officie.l •,ritnoss in his capacity 

as Sul ton of the eo•: :.:~l~Y, 

l1ULS.SE OLBI.Ji\N 

/H 1 1m~·\GS.LJI.ffiA , 



HUIS3r. OTJSH.'\N I.BR~mTI•l NJIASSE , 

CHI-<;F POST OJTFICE ClERK, 

H 1KONGS"\M:BA. 

To~ The High Cc;rr;missioner of the ]ronch Republic 

The Preoidcnt of tho Cameroons Re:prosentative .11osembly, nt Yaounde. 

Trusting that tbe mistakoo ofton corr.:mitted in the Bamoun cotmtl'Y at 

the ex.pens0 of certain great and anciont f3lliilieo 1rere not tb·; r0sult of a 

'bin::cU. J?Olicy but occurrGd r:.:;rcly bocnuoe tlw Adrlinistration vills ill .. informsd, 

I l'Els:pectfully tn}:o t1JO li borty of agnin rsJating to you the follo1ling facts 

concerninG the caso o~:' t11e KOllilllJ/'1 end 1\:0UNDE:N lrmds, >·rhicll hao dragced on for 

a long t:irc.o. 

flcting as ro:prGsGntativo of· tl1o Njisso .Njiasoe corrrc:unity, I hsve no1v 

for over oeven years lloon a::.~c:uing tbe caoe of our customary pro:p-::Jrty, as tho 

files vhich you have in your Services (1\I!l\.. DOBAHJii:S and ABCAH) testify. I 

mention. ao exarn:pleG D. fiY-T lotte1·s, such e.s the letter of 24 Oc tabor 19lt) 

to tho H:i[(h Com:.:1ioo ioner giving the exo.ct si tunticn end ex.tont of this customnry 

land 1vhich has never been contested since the beginning; tbe Sultan hill.:self 

has a co:py of that lettel" because, then unreco@llzcd b:J- tl1e Fr~ncb administration, 

he ',JBS our con:p!lnion in distrass; the letter of 2u July 191+9 to tho Eigh 

CoJ:'l"'·issioner, President of tbe C~Jmeroons Reprasentative IJSaer:J.bly end Chief of 

the District of J3amou..--1 and mm:eroas private telegrmr.s and seversl other letters 

vrhich rr_ay 'be consulted in the relevant files. 

It is only n0i·i, th,)refore, when the question of tbo compenootion 

arises 1 that tho Sultan, instead of snp:porting n just cause, as President of 

the B::~moun Allicmco and representative of the people, tri08 to oe:parate 

rue from my family in order to take advantoce of my yov.ngeot brother'o iGnorance. 

Moreoover, did not the Sultan, on 21 IJovombor 1951 toll everybody ot the Palace 

that it mw 1ri th reo thnt he bad worked to obtain the 15 rnilliono 1 con:pansation 

for KOU,;DJ.A ancl KOUI'D::;IJ? 

j'dhon 
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1-Jllen my father 'tvas alive and I, the eldest son, aged 6, vas living 

1-rith my other brothers on the plantation of KOillJDEH BAFOIE ~vith our :patanwl 

grand:rr.other, I -vms already chosen to live on his KOUNDjA plantation vrith a 1-roman 

who vras not my own mother so that I could corr£ ·~o l;:nm-r the place better and 

become acquain"tsd id th the managercent of our property. There is notbinc ne1r 

about the gesture of choosing me to rep:::'esent my family and it is not because 

there is money involvh1 that all this hostility against me is :permitted. 

Before there was any question of. compensation, the Sultan U!Jed to sign, together 

with us, all the req_uests to the Representative Assembly of t:ne Caneroons and 

he cannot now prevent me from SIJeaking on. behalf of the corrEunity of IYJISSE-

IJJIASS5. If the othor heirs, in particular the Sultan, alignvd tlle:maelves 

bellind me to claim tlleir ri&Jts to KOUIJD3H, it ;.res because they vrere avmre that 

the kola planta'vio:1s they :P03seosed tllere bad been cranted to tllem by an 

agreereent 1Jet1mGn my paternal ancestor and the Sultan 1s ancestor in accordance 

id th sound custom, ivhicb should be respected. He have never said anytlling but 

the truth concerning those who are heirs, m1der custom and tmder tlle land tenure 

s;;-stom, to tho t1ro lan(1S: 

KOUNTlJA b0longs to the co:rrmnmity of Njisso-TJjiasse 

KOUIIDEN to: 

S ULT.!\N Bamou."1 

NJI.ASS.i£ of Njisse 

NJIIID.~H of Foumbot 

NJIKAM. of I!'ouyom 

NJIHCILARE of Mar1bo.in 

NOivlAVli'T 

MUISSE Ou"Slv'J....;::ou as their representative .. 

The tvo :par~motmt chiefs of the sroups concerned are: 

NJIHCGIIT for KODIIDJA 

NJTI'>lOF:B'IP.A f'or KOUIIDEN. 

The Ba:mmm co1mtry is not communist. All the rural lanus ,,;ere fairly 

distributed. beb.;reen the Sultan and the Bamoun notables. The Sultan had en 

ulterior motive in creating discord and bringing into tlle affair all tlle 

paramount chiefs and notables, who bad no land 1-rbatsoover at KOUHDJA and KOilliDEN. 

The sreat and lamented Sultan NJOYA macte a map of the Ba:moun country in 1913 

and if it has not been lost on purpose, that map should be in tbo Palace arcbives. 

/Contrary 
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Contrary to tbo contention :madG no-:r by the ,Sultan ancl :his cbonce frionds, the 

rural lands 'ivero not entirsl~· royal proporty ""rhich be had the right to dispose 

of as ho 1-rished. TbJ Sultan 11nd bin o~m lar.d from vrbich bo coulc1 carve out 

}?areola for d:18-Gri:J·,:. ion to his so:ns wbon thoy greu up 1 or to ll18mbors ·of his 

family. Sultan Saidou himself, -.rben he -:.ras only the oon of a sultan, hod bis 

01m rural rroiJerty, given hi.i'Jl by his fathor, but mHller his land nor that of hi3 

rr.any brothers i-TaS •Jver part of tho pror.orties seized by force from n:n;y NL-'\SSE, 

rTIJlirJI'Ou"T, IJJIACEAIT, HIA:~son, l'TJil;AM or oth'3rs 1 but had been tak(m fro~ tho 

lend~> boloncins to tho Sultan birself.. ·nJ:::Jre was even a J3m:;oun Council whicl1 

:pnssed jUU.£;n:-3nt on tbs Sultan one his fn-::nily ;,·hen t'bey encroached upon :privat3 

:pro::;orty or apr-:.·opl'i.nt8d \Tlm t did not belong to tbmn. Tho J3a:moun lccal 

1\dmJ.nio"!:rati0n }:t:c:-ro all that. ·"lhat lrint3 of cue tom are thoy foJ.lo-vri:lg uhen it 

kee:£13 the t:~·uth q_uiot anr:l nov-r tdnfJ to rr.~lre OL'..t that all t:ho rural 1nm1o bolorlGod 

to the Sultan? Going int') rr.inor dotans, -vro EJbouH :p:Jrhn:rxl o:z.plain tbat ss 

fer os lmnti::.(.S is concrn·nCJc:, OOi'::'cSl ~mir-"[llo ::msh eo tl1e :pnntlnr, buffalo, lian 

otc. v?l'c t1Jo r:ror:orty of tbo SuJ.tnn. Iiut 1-rbon a priveto buntor shot one, 

bo rocoiYoC.; for a :p8nthe~· or lion, n vifo, ond fo:::· n buffalo, part of the meat. 

I:~ t1:e Sultan vore ':7l:a t h.) is no-,r bold out to bo, -vrby i-i8:J l1o still paying these 

hun1jo:r::-; for cer:e obot in :private pro}:e:...~t;y7 

AnntJ.1or T.loro iF!]iortGnt ])oint io that lancl. or otb'Yr CJ.Uostion"l in tba 

.£1J.£fferie_Q. of :/ontA.in, ll~inl:G end Hnrkg have nov-cr -boon c'LJcidecl ty tbo 

C•J:rnp:Jn3o.t1::m allocn too for tbe Troding 

Cont:::o ot 1~c.r.:..tr~, u"- :f"m· l."outnin Hfonju (Pa1nce) ""ras abared ont bG t-;reen tbe 

p::.Jroor:s c.on~ornGcJ. 1d tto11t consultation wi tJ:1 otbor :paramount clliofs. 

'1"11·) Ber::.·.Jc.mtativ·::> ... ~Js.on1:ly of tho C:cnt3ToonrJ in its discusoiom 

o:gea}:s of' the hsi:c:::: conc:crned end not of tbo Esmoun. :p0opla. 

Ao tho Gove1or..:s:nt bna all tbe clnim3 in tbio o.ffai::t• j_n itA file~, 

t~1C:lo ull:) o.ro r:cr,r clni1c.~.ng to iTh"lorit sbould stato ,.,.}Jy tlloy did not state their 

clnit:,."l nt the bsginnir:g. i\11 th::so clcim-:mt3 aro n:i.m/lY f1ios nttrac·ced by 

hG:C.'J:'f·, and in the r.Bn~' r!lGotingo at the Pcl[lco thoy rlo nee rococ:n.izo an;,r of u;J, 

:P'D:·ticularly :m;yG>Jli', vrllo w:Js n.lono in d·Jf8clninc our lntorocts baforo t.he 

A rlsin:~s t 1:'£\ t ion. 

/In n:r 



I!l r:y 1-Jtter o-::.~ 21~ Doce:mber 19)1, a copy of vhich I Gent to tbo chi,Jf 

of the :E~moun District 1 I gave hin some inf.'omation on tbis affair ani bo l8d. 

n;.e to understand. that on 19 'January 1952 he wcuJ.J call tor~other thrJ clnirr.:r;,nts 

to :rr . .:1ko a final d•Jcision ai1d said that we ought to corr.e t0 a;:J. agreer::.cn.t ., As 

nothing of th·J sort beppen(id 1 I 1-ront aeain to the Di!Jt:rc1t Chief vbo told rt'3 thnt 

tbe 1\Cm.ir:istl."'at;ion ;.;as "bakin£-! no part in our o.ffair and that he wa.s vraiting for 

ug to submit an agreed nettloment to. him. I vras ;.miting too because I had 

lear~1ed t.hat .the Sultan bad just IL."lde out a ~m .. callod distributicn list without 

consul tins anyone. The Sultan-.Represontntivo morely declared to the I3GL:OU.."1 

people that as the Gove:r:r.!ll'::mt had entruated the 17bole of the co:n:penaaticn money 

to h1.m ha. intendsc to "<1 istributo11 it after tbe ol3otions to 11is electors and 

friends .. 

'r:be Sultan's statm:cent during tile elections also groatly lJUZzled m 

because we do not unclerstar..d ·uhy tbo BamOLm local IIC!miriistration all~;s the 

affair to drng on.. ~-lhat is there stUl to be dono, navr that all the for.malities 

hav9 boon com?lioci. idth; in :particular, the hearing of 17 !·by 1950 at l-t p.m. 

had been hold cs a compl0montary pnlavnr (sumn.ona 1~o. 258 attach8d) and varioua 

other investiQatiom bad been nade in tbe e..r::m.ps concornod, by tbe previous 

Dist:::cit Clliefs. 1I0 -!:":link tbat the· Ccnneroons 1\ep:::esentative Assm.1bly's docisions 

Hoa. 4/51 end 22/51 idll undoubtedly be amended iu vie1! of tl1e increase. in the 

num'ber of custozr.:J.ry or administra-tive cJ.ain:ants. If not, ;;.;by io tbe 

Administratlcn 1va:!.ting to settle the :u;ntter? vle lmo~r that th<;; French 

.Admin1st,rat.ion er:d .Justice are there to support tlle • .. ruak agaimt tl1e otrong. 

He do not believo, therefore, that in· the· c~oe of our cor:J:ponsation tbe av:tborities 

would wish to aJ.lo1·r tb,3 3ul tan en absolute pov.:1r i·rhicb does not exist. 

Sultan Ssidou is co-o<mer in the 15 MIIJJIO!G and if he wishes to act as a gene1·oua 

prince e.hd. offer n;onoy to hiiJ frinGes and family 1 be sbou1d tnko it out of his 

own share and not do so at the expense of the other own9:::·s of tho lnnd. No 

:part of the rurcl lands ever l:9eamo tl1e proporty of t11e Sulta-:1 v.nlGsa a r.:..urder 

had just been corcmittec1 there. 

lands in dlsputo. 

Uni'ortune.toJ.y thn:t is not tll? case} vitb the 



J 
ile ulso lmow that th~ Sultan in'e0nded. ~o keep be.e;r a lar;:c: nu .• 'll for tt.9 

rebnilclinc; oi' tlle 1-'alace. l!e can never c oment to .rmch a thing. If the PB.lace 

f "l_-1.<' .'111 r'.'J.·'n.f', ·ts ·t·t 0"~~ l~r,,lt?. I1~ t~o ,..cl~l·n··,...;..,.,..,t·'<·l' on '1·11~n1 'h ·- il'' '-"- ·'- "' ~o ...... ... ~u. -h•<- • •.dv .ri t:J. •low.u. .!. ~ ... , • •; '·-'" C 0 :t'OB}lO:XlSJ.b lty 

rente;, i'iiDhco to S'l.l.IJ:port tho Stlltan, 't·ro ar0 perfeetly v:Lll.i.ng that ho nhould 

rGcc:ivo a lurGe r..um jur.t as, in November 19)1, l~ mUJ.:tono vmre g:ca.nte(l to 

Eartin AdEGI .. , }XJ.ramount chief and. rern:escnto. ti vo of YAOU!T.a:~, to build: a 

reG ~ clel-:_ce. 'l'ho. t Iran only a matter of bulld.inG a hou?e fo:.:· a paramount· chief but 

irlvm it. in a quG.stion of rosto't'ir.c; or rebuild.:inr::3 a 1:1011\;Jr;.ont •..rh:l.ch haz lo11g beon 

adl'Liroc1. by the Enro:reans !:'Jl(l is an honolU' to tho :i3ru::.onn :r·eorl.o and. th~:,ir Sultan 

r:.ro::A, t:1e Ac\.n::Lnio·crn.t:i.on eo.nnot re"DJL1.:i n nnconccrn:Hl. ••• 

The J.e(;.1.f.1lO..tion r·rOnc:cHJOS t.hc:.t O..f\.er "cho 0.c1x.linictro..t·;.vo pe:c.iorl, vhich 

iR clefinc:d. fc,r L:he Gar~ur•;on:J b:r the clocreo of' 12 ,Jo.nmn·y 193'~, an nrbi cratj.on 

(Lc~cJrJla ti ve Decree o:l.' [).C.~. J~) -Oc tabor lS13), artic le:J 2{; tn:Hl )0) • 

rel!::"ZHJGDijC:.tlvco of t:H; ccr:nun_itien, h:wo nove:c 11GOH r~cL;boro 01' thu.t arbi trati-.;n 

coi:::r~,isshm, ''hich :iG .:. --stru~'C8C1~ ta t:1l.:0 our es t:Lr.;[.~ tcrj intc.. · ac:..:o·,mt, 

IJo::: rlo vc v.nJc:::·:TVm<l 'rhy our re .r~reoenta ti ve, l:::nryi;~i.n:; ~h':l.t IOL'T:)J"\ iTn.o 

\lh1cli a1·e :Ohe rural la.n.~ls rofer:;:·od. to J n ·~.he .F ::on..;~ 

Govorr.:::c·.'lt, 1 3 1:)~)0 l'O)Ort to che Unite cl i.!::c.t:i (JlliJ? 

If: the afi'a.ir han dracgcd on unt:i.l nmr, th:::t; j:1 no.:. t-.l.c fm1J.t. of 

hsil~3 'tni1 .. ;-.Jr cuntor:;:.CJ.l'Y lmr \Jut oi' th0 Sult;.:'1n, iJhc., in ~r3::n.:.'r!-t:~or, .i:'or h'l::J 

!I , - .:.• 'I • "~" ·ro' ;. 111·' +'~'' ~~ ·'· t· 't I··r>t""''1 c·~'--·c .•. .,...,. t) ·--··f' • ro -'0 .LCC v:::. OU ' iliJ.S vi: U'\.;.,_y1L• 0.. llS "'X .LCT',(u':.- .:..l U J. •. ""'' l,;v.·.k J. 1. (,;_,_,(:, ~ C.:C" 01 

nothint_; tu c1D 'IT5. th ore.~ rm·al land11. 
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?:::{~8 ) 

Camoroono anrl w; roly on their usual irlsdom i'o:..· a fa:Lr sottlem;;nt of tn5.s 

qne(1tioE_,. 'Hhich, indeed., is a simple 01:e 'but b::~: ·;;oen cortplicn.toti inkn·cj_oru.:.lly 

by <jlJ.r Dul tan-Hor:ro c:enta·c:i. vc. 

l':eamrh:~1e, I l:1ave tho honour to lJe, etc., 

( " ·l' r.•-no ,, \ 
~'. t...~oJ...;;;J ..J .. , 




