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Note by ~-~~ Secretary-General:· In accordance with rule 85 and 
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26 and 27 February 1 6 anu 7 March 1952 from the President of the "Comite 

r~gional de l 1Union des populations du Cameroun a Fcrtmlban'" concermng the 

Trust Terrl+.ory of thP. Ce.m~roons und~r French administration~ 
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PETITION 

Nj1Ken1 head of the Njimatie family 1 Foumban · 

I have a piece of land at Marimgoue 1 with a palm-grove which used to 

give me five casks of oil a day .and 150 ki~os .of palm-cabbage a day, several· 

cola .trees which yielded fifteen sacks of nuts a year 1 and a cacao-tree. All 

these :were taken from me by Supreme Chief" Njikam on the orders of the French 

administration~. 

2. On a second piece of land at Malantouen I had planted enough palm 

trees to give me two casks of oil a day and 75 or 80 kilos of palm:-cabbage a day • 

This was seized .by Supreme Chief Njimouliom Nfoulan Fban. 

;. .. . A further piece of land at Mangouenmoungni. was seized by Chief , 

Njimogui. This J.and vo.s planted vith cola trees vhich yeilded ·ten sacks. of'' 

colas a year and grape vines vhich gave me five demi-Johns ·of wine· a. day~ . 

All this vas seized for 1.25 francs 'by Chief Njimogni. 

Signed by the Chairman of the Commit~ R~giona.l of the Union des 

Po;pulations du Cameroun at Foumban, Cameroons 

. Foumban 27 February 1952 

(seal): UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN 

SECTION CAMEROUNAISE DU R.D.A. 

OUEST CAMEROUN 
(Signature .illegible) 

• 
Received at United Nations Headquarters . 

on 4 1-iarch 1952 

/My name 
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. My name is Njifoue.nta, of the village of Mafouatie. · l ask the 

United Nation.s. whether th~re is a law whereby the Administ:vation can seize 
. -

so~eone's property and give it to someone else? Supreme Chief Njimouliom took 

it' upon ·himself to seize my personal land ~d it was the ~~nch who gave him· 

that land. · I ask you to come; otherwise y~u will, hear about a great, crime in 

the Ca.meroons • 

We three are writing to you through Mr. Mlombo Zakari 1 Chairman of the 
' 

Comi tE! RE!gional Bamoun at Foumbat;t, French Cameroons, West Africa. 

Signed by the Chairman 

KBOVOMBOWO ZAKARI 
' (seal) : UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN . . 

SECTION CAMEROl.JNAISE DU R .. D.A. 

QUEST CAMEROUN 

(signature illegible) 

/My name 
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My name is Njitamekobe and I e,m very" dissatisfied with my lot. 

From. the time the French came here in 1918, right up to 1952, neith~;r: .. I. nor 

my sons have failed to pay o~. taxes. What have I done to. des~rv;e \f1a~. my 

property should be. seized and handed over to the Chiefs? · My ~:rgpe;rty :was . ' . . - ' . . . . . : \ ~ - . . : .. 

seized by Chief Njifenjou o~ Mahan,· who says that it was given to ~:p~)lY:_: 

the French. I am an old man of ninety-five. ·I salute you and hop,e t~hat 

I shall have an opport.uni ~y, to see YO\.l. sh9rt~y !' . 

· .. ' 

My name is Njimotiesbe of Mafouatie. I am Chief of the village of 

Mafouatie and I founded this village. The land on which. I used to live 

with my family supplied me with . oil and palm-cabbage, but when the Chiefs were . 

appointed, the Supreme Chief Njimouliom took this land which belonged to me 
. ' 

and my family and told me that if I complained he would put me in prison for 

no reason. I ask you, "Is this death or life?" I await you and 

salute you cordially. 

Foumban, 26 February, 1952 

/Madame Rainatou 



Madame Rainatou MbouO 
Palace of the Sultan Seiolou 
Foumban, French Cameroons. 
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I have the honour to submit this petition to inform you that my land 

has been seized and that I am a wo~an of this .country. .The land was 'seized 

by Nsangou Nguero, Chief. of the village of Makpa1 who gave it to Nfombu Ibrai. 

My ·father gave me the land to help me even if I got married. Vlhen .I lived on 

the land, the palm trees gave me six 'casks of oil, 200 kilos of palm-cabbage and 

a demi-john of palm-wine a day. I am wri~ing this eight years and two months 

after my land was seized. During that time the pre.sent ?wners haYe 

received 1'71880 casks of oil, 596,000 k,~los of palm-cabbage and 21940 demi-johns 
/ 

of palm-wine, They claim that the Fr~nch said that women should not own 

property like men. The land in quest}on forms part of ~he land under 

Supreme Chief Njimogni. I have heard that you are going to come here and 

I lo'ok for.vard to meeting you. Sig:J.ed by the President 

Comitd R~gional Bmnoun 

NBOVOMBOVO ZAKARI 

(seal): 

Foumban, 26 February 1952 

UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN 

SECTION CAMEROUNAISE DU R.D.A. 

QUEST CAMEROUN 
/ 

(signatu:-e illegible) 

,. /Dam Adamou 
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Dam Adamou ~ .... .,. 
-;.· 

Prince under the Sultan Njoy at Foumban 
, .. 

' ... 

Sir 1 

''- ~[" ·. ~ / . ·.· 

I have the honour very res~ectfully. to inform you of the wrongs · 
. . , . . . . : ·. . 

tho.t' .. ,1ere done to me whiie . I was away doing forced labour. 
. . . .· . . . :- ' . . •. : . :. ~ . . . . . - . _. 

· Chief N,1i truname aeizea my forest at ~oripuh and, with the support of 

the Administration, Su~~e~e Chief Torifounu ~f Njiyouom seized my paJ.:n.g;·ove a.t 
. • . • ~ . ' .. t .• : ; ~ - ... • . . . . . : .... 

Mnpka, l·1Y vineyard at Nkougngnu was seized by NjihFa!!-dap. Another v_ineyard 
' ' 

at Fougome w·aa se.ized by Njitambe and ·yet another at Kous~am was seized by . . - · .... 
' I ." . ' ' 

Njirutousoam. Another piece of land which I received from my father was 
' . . '. 

seized.' by Sultan .Seidou, -who c'lalmed ;that it vTas French and that I zr:us.t either 

take 'it bo.ck by force or return .without being able to go back to ~y ·p;operty. 
. ' . . . . . 

Another piece o'i: land was· taken by Doyap, supported by S~lta.n Seidou, ., .· , 

This land had been giv~n to ~e bi my eld~; brother. When I ·retur~ed, my 

father htid died and I found tho.t.. nll th~ property "tThich he ha.d given 1te had been 

seized. 
• 0 •• .. 

1-iy property was taken -while I 'Has doing :forced labour. \ 

I have been fighting for my rights ·since 1922. 

Foumban, '6 March 1952 

/Sir, 

• 

I 
( 

I 
I 
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i~e very respectfully submit this petition.· Since 1922, ,we have 

been driven from our village. and our opinion was not asked. In this village 

Chanas and Privat were putting up their buil,dings e,nd we were 'transferred to 

another place, from which t:he Administration again drove_us in order to 

establish farms and build resthouses •. Nji Yamgouet, to whom the village 

belonged, had left for Nearoua to work for the Administration as a veterinary 

assistant. When he returned he asked us if "''e had come . to some arrangement 

with the Administration and 'He told him that we had not. 

2. With the support of the Administration, Njimouliom, Supreme Chief of 

Ma.lantuem, had. driven from our palm-groye at Ma.lantuem. all the guards that we 

had placed there to hinder him and had taken our palm-grovefor himself. ~his is 

the third village which has been· used to f-aed the the region and which is still 

being used for that purpose today. We are appealing to you because 'rTe do not 

understand why that should be. These measures were taken while we were 

away on forced labour and, at first, we could do nothing, being 

bottled up, and ordered about more by blacks than by Europeans. 

in 1952, God shov1ed us an institution which defends the peoples. 

like water 

That is why, 

In 1952, 

we found a. Chief in the Bamoun region.who understood that we had been robbed. 

He understands that men a~e human beings and not animals. Is it permissible 

that the work a man has accomplished in the course of forty years should be 

taken from him in this way? liow is he to live? Must he move to another 

large village? I implore you to give heed ~o my sad co~plaints. 

Bcho·--< Issiaka. Njiyamgouet 

Ma.yo:u 

Foumb . .an 

/Bombo Zacsrie 
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President of the Comit~ R~gional Bamoun 
1 

of the Union des PopulaFons du Cameroun' 
Foumban 

. - r~ ' ~ ' ·.-Petition in reply to Mr •. i~atier'E? ,report 
.. ~ ., 

. ' 
This is to let Y9U know that it was not Sult~n Njoya who appointed the 

r·. . r -.. -~ : , . . 
Supreme Chief_~ in the l}amoun regton. Before doing all 'that, the Administration 

. ~ ... -
arrested the .S~ltant s Notables and sent. them to prison at :Oschang, where others 

· · · ~ : . . . ··~ - ·r · _ - , . . . 

· bad been put to death. · . , ... 

2. The other 'N.otab+.es, w_ith their wive~ and almost all the Sult.anis 
. .. .. 

ser.v:ants ,. were arrested b.ecause they were no longer vTi th him. 

3. . .: ~~ow -~hat. ch.iefs have be~n elected, all. the :property belonging to the 
: - . -' I ; . -. . ·. • . . . , ~ . . . . , . 

Sultan --:.-fruit tr~es, raffia :plantations and palm-groves-- is left for the 
. chiefs·, -~t. the, orders ;f. the Adm:f,.~iotr~tio~. ·· . ' . 

4. The so-called chie±;s' ~ow claim ·th.e.t. ·this land is .their pr~perty .and 
\, . . 
' .. .:. 

that they receive~ it from _tl:le Administration •. 

5.• In 1931 the Sultanv.·a~ se~t to prison at Yaounde 1 where he died. in 

1933. Both before and after his death all his property and the contents 

thereof had already been seized by the chiefs. . . . . .. ' 

6. In 195.11 when a chief had to be installed at Fombot 1 the authorities 
' ' ' ' I • 

arrived with a troop of soldiers armed with guns. After· arriving, they . . 
formed up in two lines and _began . to bent people. No one was allowed to talk 

and they imposed their wishes on US and1 as usual 1 forced US to acCept a chief, 
. . . ' 

since they always give us a qhief instead of allowing us to elect one ourselves. 

After th~t ~hey telegraphed to Douala. requesting that a battalion ~ho~ld be ssnt 

as soon as :possible to ·arrest all the people of Fumbot and take them to prison. 

This had become the usual procedure. 

7• Who sold the very large number of plantations in the Bamoun lands 

which the El;ro-peau.s c1.1..ltiva.te and from which they derive such large profits. 

/Mr, Vla.tier 
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Mr. Watier aays that Sultan Njoya did all this. We do not know 

anything about that. You.will see the names of all those who have been 

arrested for having asked that they should be allowed to choose their own chiefs. 

(seal): 

Mr. MBOUO MBOUO ZAKARI 

President of the Comit~ R~gional Bamoun 

of the Union des Populations du Camerou~ 

·at Boumban . 

UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN 

SECTION CAMEROUNAISE DU R.D.A, QUEST CAMEROUN 

(Signature illegible) 

/PAFOURA MAMOUDA 
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PAFOURA MAMOUDA 
',l'. '. 

GBOUM!A PIERRE 
·. ' . . ,. 

FOPOU AMADOU 

PARA ADA~OU ·. · 

. . NJIKAM· .SALIFOU. I 

. TCHIFIH. LOUIS 
' 

MOUNCHILI ADAMOU 

· FONCHON FRANCOIS . . . . . 
WAKO. ALPHONSE . 

MOUNLAP NBEMA 

MONANSIE ADAMOU 

NDAtvt ISSA 

NJIKAH SALIFOU II 

NSANGOU NAMA 

MOTAPON OUSI-11\NOU 

NJIKAM YAKOUBA 

NSCRO AMADOU 

NJOYA SOUL~OU 
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