UNWFD NATIONS  ‘-, - . —

GENERAL -

- T/PET.5/108
19 March 1952

ENGLISH
CRIGINAL: FRENCH

PETITION FROM THE FRESIDENT OF THE "C(JMITE REGIONAL DE
L'UNION DES POPULA‘I‘IONS DU CAMEROUN A FOUMBAN" '
CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISIRATION »

Note by the Secretary-General: 3 ‘In, accordancelwifch rule ‘85 and

,sui)plementary rule F of the rl_lles of procedure for the Trusteeship‘ Council,
the Secretary-General hes th‘e' honour to transmit to the members of the’
Trusteeship Courcil and to the Government of Italy as thé Administering
Authority of the Trust Terrl’cory of Somallla:ld seven communlcaticns dated’
26 and 27 February, 6 and 7 Marr'h 1952 from the President of the "Comlté
régional de l'Union des populations du Cameroun a Foumban concerning the

Trust Terrmory of ‘rho Cemerocons under French adminlstra‘cion.
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NjiKen, head of the Njimatie family, Foumban - PR
I have a piece of land at Marimgoue , with a palm-grove which used to
give me five casks of oll a day and 150 kilos of palm-cabbage a day, several
- cola trees which ylelded fifteen sacks of nuts a yesr, and a cacao-tree. All
| these were taken from me by Supreme Chief Njikam on the orders of the French
dministration- . v .
2, On a second piece of land at Malantouen I had planted enough palm
trees to give me two casks of oil a day and 75 or 80 kilos of palm-cabbage a day.
This was seized by Supreme Chief Njimouliom Nfoulan Fban. . g '
3, .. A further piece of land at Mangouenmoungni was seized by Chief .
Njimbgui.’, This land was planted with cola trees which yeilded ten sacks of
colas a year and grape vines which gave me five demi-johns of wine a day. -
A1l this vas selzed for 1.25 francs by Chief N.jiﬁogni.
Signed by the Chairman of the Commite Reégional of the Union des
Poi:ulati‘ons du Cameroun at Foumban, Cameroons

(seal): UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN
SECTION CAMFROUNAISE DU R.D.A.
" OUEST 'CAMEROUN
(signature illegible)

»

Foumban 27 February 1952 _ Received at United Nations Headquarters.
' on 4 March 1952

/My name
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.. My name is Njifouanta, of the villége of Mafoustie. T ask the
United Nations whether the;re is a law whereby the Administration can seize
) so;rieor;e‘s property and giv’e‘ it to someoné else? Supremé Chief Njimouliom took
it u'pon"himself to seize my personal land aﬂd it ﬁas the'Fx;’e:nch who gave him -
that -land. © I ask you to come; otherwise yoﬁ will hear about a glreétrcrime in
the Cameroons. o

We three are writing to you through Mr. Mlombo Zakari, Chairman of the
Comité Reégional Bamoun at Foumban, French Cameroons, West Africa. -

Signed by the Chairman
KBOVOMBOWO. ZAXART
‘(seal): UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN
| SECTION CAMEROUNAISE DU R.D.A.
OUEST CAMEROUN |
(signature i;legible) )

/My name
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My name is ‘Njitamekobe and I am very’ dissatisfied with my lot.

From the time the French came here in 1918 right up to 1952, neither I nor

my sons bave failed to pay our taxes. What have I done to deserve that my

property should be. seized and handed over to the Chiefs’? My property was

seized by Chief Ngifenjou of Mahan ’ who 8ays that it was given to him py

the French. I am an old man of nmety-five. ‘I salute you and., hope Qhat. ‘

I shall have an oppor'gunltly to see you shgrtly,_

My name igs Njimotiesbe of Mafouatle.

I am Chief of the village of
Mafouatie and I founded this village.

The land on which I used to live 7
with my family supplied me with oil and palm-cabbage, but when the Chiefs were.

sppointed, the Supreme Chief Njimouliom took this land which belonged to me

and my family and told me' £hat if I complained he would put me in prison for )

no reason. I ask you, "Is this death or life?"
salute you cordially..

>

I await you and

Foumban, 26 February, 1952

/Madame Rainatou

el
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Mademe Réinatou Mbou©

Palace of the Sultan Seiolou

Foumban, French Cameroons

7 I have the honour to submit this petlition to inform you thet my lend

" has been seized and that I am a woman of this country.  .The land was seized
by Nsangou Nguero, Chief. of thé'village;of Maﬁpa, whb gave 1t to Nfombu Ibrai.
My ‘father gave me the land to help me even if I got mérried. - When I l;ved'on
theiland, the palm trees gave me s;x’casks of oil, 200 kilos of palm-cabbége and
a demi-john of palm-wine a day. I am writing this eight years-and two monthsg -
éfter my land was seilzed. During that time the present owners have

received 17,880 casks of oil, 596,000 kilos of palm- cabbage and 2,9h0 demi - johns
of palm-wine, They claim that the French sald that women should not own
property like men. The land in question forms part of the land under _
Supreme Chief Njimogni. I have heard that ‘you are g01ng to come here and

I look forward to meeting you. Signed by the President

Comitd Rdgional Bamoun

NBOVOMBOVO ZAKART ,
(seal):  UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN

SECTION CAMEROUNAISE DU R.D.A.

OUEST CAMEROUN

s

(signature illegible)

Foumban, 26 February 1952

/Dam Adamou
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Dam Adamou
Prince under the Sultan Njoy at Foumban
Sir, ‘
o I have the honour very respectfully ‘co inform you of the wrongs -

that vere done to me while I was away doing forced labour.

Chief Njitamame selzed my i‘orest a‘c 'I‘oripah and, with the support of
the Admmistretion, Supreme Chief Torifounu of leyouom seized my palm-grove a‘b
Mapka. ’ My vineyard at Nkoué,agnu was seized by NJthandap. 4 Another vineyard
at Fougame was seized by N,jitambe and yet e.nother at Koussam was seized by '
N,jie.kousoam. Another piece ‘of land which I received from ny father was |
seized by Sultan Seidou, who claimed the.t it was French and that I must elther |
teke 1t back by force or return without being able to a0 back to my property.
Another piece of land vas taken by Doyap, supported by Sultan Seidou. .
This land had been given to me by my elder 'brother. When I returned, my .
father had died and I found that all the property which he had given e had been
peized., ' N ‘

My property was taken while I was doing forced labour. \

1 have been fighting for my rights -since 1922.

Foumban, 6 March 1952

/sir,
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Sir, o ‘
We very respectfully submit this petition.  Since 1922; we have
been driven from our village and our obinion was not asked. In this village -
Chanas and Privat vere putting up their buildings and we vere transferred to
another place , from which the Administration again drove us in order to
estoblish farms end build resthouses.. NJji Yamgouet, to whom the village
velonged, had left for Ngaroua to work for the Administration as éavete/ri,nary -

agsistant. When he returned he asked us if we had come to some srrangement
with the Administration and we told him that we had not. V
2, With the support of the Administration, Njimouliom, Supreme Chief of

Malantuem, had driven from our palm-ogroye et Malantuem all the guérds that we
had placed there to hinder him and had taken our palm-grovefor himself., .E[h;a;s is
' the third village which has been used to feed the the reglon and which is still
being used for that purpose today. We are ai:;‘)ealing to you because we do not
urnderstand why that should be. These measures were taken while we were - /
'away on forced labour and, at first, we could do nothing, being ilike water
bottled up, and ordered about more by blacks than by Europeans. ' That. is why,
in 1952, God showed us an institution which defends ‘the peoples. In 1952,
we found a Chief in the Baxﬁoun region who understood that we had been robbed.
He understands that men are human beings ard not animals. - Is 1t pefmissible
that the work a man has accompliched in tne course of forty years should be ‘
‘teken from him in this way? How is he to live? Must he move vto another
Alargé village? I implore you to give heed to ny sad complaints. ‘

. Bchou Iqsiaka Njiyamgouet

Mayon

Foumban
Foumban, 6 March 1952

/Bombo Zacsrie
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: Bombo Zacerie

President of the Comit€ Régional Bamoun
of the Union des Populatlons du Cameroun’
Foumban

i,

Petition in reply to Mr.. Watier‘s report .-

N 1 o This is to let you know that it wae not Sultan N,Joya who appointed the

Supreme Chiefs in the Bamoun reg;ion. Before dolng all that, the Admmistration
- arrested the. Sultan's Notables end sent them to prison at Dschang, where others
" had been put to death. . . o
2. " The other Notable.,, with their wives and almost all the Sultan's
servants, were arrested because they vere no longer with him, T

3. - Now_ tha.t chiefs have been eleeted, all the property belonging to the
~Sultan -- fruit trees ’ raffia pl s,ntstions ancl palm-groves -- is left for the

- chiefs, Bt. the orders of the Administration. '

"lh The so-called chie:t‘e now claim that this land is their property and
that they received it from the Administration. o , :

D ’ In 1931 the Sultan wag sent to prison at Yaounde ’ where he died in
11933,  Both before and after his dea.th all his property and the contents

‘ thereof had already been seized by the chiefs.

6, In 1951, when a chief had to be installed st Fombot, the authorities
errived with a troop of .,oldiers armed with guns.,  After arriving, they
formed up in two lineu and began to beat people. ‘No one was allowed to talk

and they imposed thelr wishes on us and, as usual, :f‘orced us to accept a chief,
since they. always give us a ¢hief instead of allowing us to elect one ourselves.
After that they telegraphed to Douala requesting that a battalion should be sent
as soon as possible to e.rrest all the people of Fumbot and take them to prison.
This had become the ususl procedure.,

Te - Who sold the very large. number of plartations in the ‘Bamoun lends
which the Buropeans cultivate and from which they derive such largerPTOflts'

/Mr. Watier
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Mr. Watler says that Sultan Njoya did sll this. We do not know -
anything'about that. You will see the names of all thbse who have been
arrested for having asked that they should be allowed to choose their own chiefs.

Mr. MBOUO MBOUO ZAKARI
President of the Comite Régional Bamoun

of the Union des Populationg du Cameroun

. at Boumban .. .
(seal): UNION DES POFULATIONS DU CAMEROUN
'SECTION CAMFROUNAISE DU R.D.A., OUEST CAMEROUN
(signature 1llegible) \

/PAFOURA MAMOUDA
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PAFOURA MAMOUDA B
GBOUMTA PIERRE
FOPOU AMADOU S
PARA ADAMOU... . ‘,
NJIKAM: SALIFOU T
TCHIFIE, LOUIS L
MOUNCHILI ADAMOU
FONCHON FRANCOIS
WAKO. ALPHONSE .
MOUNLAP MBEMA
MONANSIE ADAMOU
NDAM ISSA _
NJIKAM SALIFOU II
NSANGOU MAMA
MOTAPON OUSMANOU
NJIKAM YAKOUBA
NSCRO AMADOU
NJOYA SOULEMANOU
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