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CorPY
New York, 23 December 1952

To the Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York

Sir,

Further to my communications of 14 August, L October and 22 October 1952,
I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter, dated 31 October 1952, from
Mrs. Christine Essomba. Her letter only serves to confirm the complaints
contained in the correspoundence referred to above and in the more recent
communication I sent you from Paris on 20 November 1952. The case thus
Presented provides significant evidence of the interference with freedom of
correspondence of which the Administering Authority of the Trust Territory
of Camercons under French administration is guilty.

I take this opportunity of informing you that the communications sent to
me in New York were also the object of some indecorous attention on the part
of the administration, as 1s evidenced by the condition of the envelope
cnelosed herewith.l/

I am enclosing alsc a copy of a letter dated 10 October 1852, in which I
protested to the Director of Posts and Telecommunications, on behalf of the
Central Office of the U.P.C., against this state of affairs. The final
paragraph of the reply of the Director of Posts, which is also enclosed, makes
it clear that the transfer of officials in a technical service such as the
postal service is left to the whims of the repressive policy adopted by the
French Administration against any persons who may show themselves favourable

towards the naticnal movement in the Camerocons.

1/

= Note by the Secretariat: The envelope referred to is in the Secretariat
files and will be made available to members of the Trusteeship Council
on request.




As in the case of Mrs. Christine Essomba, your letter of 22 August was
feund in our post office box on 11 October,k/ i.e. the day after our protest
by letter of 10 Cctober 1952, to which reference has already been made. vle
asked flor a process-server to draw up an affidavit regarding the conditicn of
the envelope, which had no post-mark of arrival. However, the process-server

from the Palais de Justice, an administrative official, refused to draw up an

affidavit, on the pretext that he too often received correspondence without
post-mark of arrival. Need I add that in so doing the process-server from
the Public Prosecutor?!s office of Douala violated the regulations governing
hig service, which provide penalties for cases of this nature.

T therefore hope that the United Nations will request the Administering
Authority to put an end to this policy of interfering with privete correspondences,
which is a violation of one of the most basic public freedoms, freedcm of
correspondence.

I have the honour to be, etc.

9]

Jigned) illegible
Ruben UM NYOBE

T

p
\

General Secretary of the U.P.C.
B.P. 435 - Tous ‘

Pregent Address:
Hotel Tudor
New York

Received at United Nations Headquarters on 235 December 1952

[

1 . , . . .
—  Note by the Secretariat: The letter was gent Tty ordinary mai
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Mrs. Christine ESSOMBA

Dressmuker R . ‘ . . o
. Mokclo, North Careroons ’ ‘ - _ . Mokolo, 31 October 1952 -

To Mr. UM NYOBE Ruben .
General Secretary of the U.P.C.
Douala

Sir; ) _ . »

- T wish to écknowledgq‘recéipt of "your letter of 1L August 1952 and to
express my sincere thanks for vour prbmpt action in transmitting my‘request
‘ to:thp‘sécretary—General of the United Nations. .
I hdd thought at first that;you did nbt intend to take any notice of my
lﬂtte .o I feallzeg later, ‘however, that your long silence of eight and a half
months was due to the fact thet there was some delqv néfore vou reéeiﬁed,my‘
letter, which I see was very prcbably censored before it reachaed ,uu.

I take this opportunity t- send vou herevwith a letter wrlitton to me by

»theﬂSecfetary—Geneval of the United Netions on OQ Auguet 18%2, which I

Sy £

recelved only tcdu'.‘ I draw your attzation par cnlxrj" te the onvelope,

/ .
which is postfuarked at New York on 25 August 1052 T conelucr that the
vlane tcok twe mon thS anu three days to reach Maroua.~ Tou witl note that

thie letter has no tostmark of arrival at Douals or Yu

deliberately omitted in order to avoid indicating thr

1y reguest you te intorm me whether, with tle mroscut wooud 05 trave L
tlanes otill reguire two wouths for t”p tris from the Moited 1 4o to the

N e ety Com r et O T I SO ceven v oy v PR I I s
“Nk"jf?'c.‘/ e Y.‘I.‘.J’LJ“ Taet s his lellben Wiigd 2ol b;‘, L).'.d’ll)x,i,l.‘l)' maill.
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It is my impression that this letter,-too wae opened aga fead""*f you
share my oplnlon, I would respectfully request you to transmLt “the epveLope
to the ‘Secretary-General of the United Nations with a copy of EhlS 1etber,
~ together W1th a statement of your personal 1mpres51ons.,‘ /
~ Hoplng to hear from you soon, I have the honour to be ete.

l(Sighed), Ch:fﬁseemba‘
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"UNION DES POPULATIONS DU CAMEROUN”

Cameroons Branch of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain

B.P.IMBS‘- Douala

Douala, 10 October 1952

‘ To the Director of Posts and Telecommunications
Douala

Sir,

| Upon the occasion of a recent protest on the ﬁart of our Central Office
‘ regarding certain defects of your service, notified by subscribers to La Voix
‘du Cameroun, who complained that the majority of them had not received issue
i No. 8 of ﬁhe pﬁblication, containingvin particular an account of the _
territoriél elections of 30 March 1952, although the: publication was posted
to them in due and proper form, you advised us to notify you in writing of the
cases which we bad presented orally. | | |

We preferred to wait, in the hope'that the situafion would improﬁe.
Today we regretfuliy note that your services are merely aggravating the
difficulties confronting our organization. ,

The few examples which vwe shall cite‘show that special steps seem to
have been taken in coﬁnexion with correspondence either addressed to our
organizatioﬁ or despatched by it. We would like to hope that this action is
organized by third parties and for the benefit of third parties, wifhout your
knowledge, and in defiance of the law which it i; your responsibility to
implement. That is why we hope that you will take practical steps to put an
end to this scandalous situation. We therefore take the liberty of drawing
your attention to the following examples, among many others:

1. A letter sent to Mr. Samuel Gwodog, a Bﬁsiness man at Sangmelima,

reachéd him only on 26 September 1952, although it was posted on the

morning of 22 September.
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2. A telegram sent to Mr. OUandié Ernest school-master at New-Bell
\andntherefore very well known in that nelghbourhood aid not reach him
until 27 September, although it was handed in at Eseka by Um Nyobe, our
General Secretary, durlng the morning of 24 September.,
3. A registered letter No. 158, sent’ from the Otelé Post Offlce and
addressed to Mr. leonge Jabea at Buea, ‘did not reach him until
1 October, although it was posted on 6 September. , (
L. A letter sent on 22 August 1952 to the General Secretary of the
U.P.C. by the" Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations has never reached
the addressee. It was only follOW1ng a request for a reply that the
United Nations Secretariat sent a copy of the letter in question to
Mr. Um Nyobe, the addressee of the "lost" letter. SR

During the interview you had with our delegation in July, you were ‘
informed that in certain localltles, Esé€ka, for example, Usérs of the postal;
serv1ces received their correspondence through the commandant of the Brigade r i'

de Gendarmerie, and the name of Mr. Pouhé Samuel Anselme, an employee of thé,

company Les B01s du Cameroun was mentioned as an’ example. You told us, however;*
that your service had nothing to do W1th polltlcs. We are’ eager to belleve S

this but we should also. like to submit a number of cases which seem o

‘contradict your statements. R
( In Eséka, Wwhere the present Head of the Subd1v151on exerts notorlous
pressure on the personnel of the postal service for the transmission of '
correspondence, Jacob Goueth, the technical agent was sent on mission just -
before the elections of 30 March 1952 The political obJectlve of that o
mission "for service reasons™ was to prevent Goueth from voting for a
candidate who was not liked by the Admlnlstratlon of * the Terrltory.
Subsequently the Surveillant des Ligﬁes (a(European)’accused Goueth of

carrying "certain newspapers" with him and Goueth was later transferred to

Bafia "for service reasons". Iast August, Tamba Guillaume, Comptroller and
Collector of the Eséka office, was transferred to N*Gaoundere "for service
reasons" with instructions to leave within twenty-four hours.v On

27 September 1952, two postal officials at Eséka were expelled from the

locality on the pretext that you had summoned them to Yaoundé. On arrival
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 they were searehed By the police and apparently given a police eseort. Police
-working in commissariats and concerned primarily with political information

do not in\our opinion come under the Transmission Service. The purpose of
- the transfer of the twb\officials from Es€ka was certainly the same as in the

~ case of a similar transfer of an accountant of the company Les Bois du Cameroun,

" who was asked to "disappear from circulation" for the duration of the second
'$§ congresé~of the U.P.C. at Eseka, from 28 to 30 September. The two postal
:officials returned to Eséka by the night train of 1 October, which reached -
'Eséka at 2 a.m. that day, the U.P.C. congress having completed its work the
precediﬁg day. Even more significant than this spectacular move, one, if not
- both, of the offlclals in question has Jjust been transferred. On the other
hand another OfflClal in the Eséka office, a reg10na1 official formerly
f‘ excluded from the register because of professional incompetence, last August

- received a permit from the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty for the purchase of a gun,
'Vbecause he - is a good ' off1c1al" 7 7

It is not our intention to recount to you all that occurs in your services,

for we realize that youAare better informed on that score than we; it is simply
that we felt it necessary to establish some connexion between the changes emong
your personnel and the political situation Qf the country, in order to place
greater stress on. our protest against interferehce.with the technicel serviees
reeponsible fortthe delivery of private correspondence, the invioiability»of
) which is the golden rule in all democratic regimes. That is why, alive as we
are to the injﬁstice, if not the arbitrary action, which operates to our
7 prejudice, as”indieated in the ebove statement, we would be grateful if you

. would"initiate‘ah enquirylin order to diseever the reasons which have led to
~ the dlsquletlng s1tuat10n facing us W1th regard to the postal serv1ce.
' Finally, we would p01nt out that the "lost" letter from the United Natlons
contained 1nformatlon on the United Natlons mission which is now in the
Terrltory, the "delayed" telegram of 2L September contained information on
~the congress of the U.P. C., as did also the "delayed" letter addressed to
‘JMr. Dibonge Jabea at Buea. Furthermore, on the day that a delegatlon of U. P C.
members appeared in your office, a protest had just been made orally to an.
administrative official in charge of police services, who had expressed a de31re

. to flnd out who had the keys to the post office box of the U.P. C.
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Hoping that you will initiate an enquiry, as we have requested, and that.
you will take steps to make it unnecessary for us to;have final recourse to - -
judicial action against the responsible officials, if the present situation

continues, we have the honour to be etc.

For the Office of the U.P.C. -

>y _The General Secrefary
" (Signed)  illegible
Rulben UM NYOBE
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Douala, 11 October 1952

Cameroons Service of Posts and Telecommunlcatlons
Office of the Director

Number 133/D

Sir,

I have the hondux'- to acknowledge receipt of your complaint of
10 October 1952 and to inform you that an 1nvest1gat10n of the various points
you indicated has been initiated.

I must assure you forthwith, however, that absolute respect for the 7
secrecy of correspondence and the most complete impartiality aré the guiding
principles, the rigid o‘t:éervance of which I invariably demand of all the
personnel of my service. These provisions were, in fact, brought to the -

’notice of all officials on 10 June 1952. , .

As you know, the question of the assignment and transfer of ?f’ficials is
within the exclusive competence of the Administering Authority. ,‘Nevelr'theless ’
I am in a position tq inform you that the two recent transfers of officials from
the Eséka office were effected at the express request of the persons concerned,
submitted more than a month ago. It was precisely to discuss that request
with them that I recently summoned the two officers concerned to my office
at Yaound€. |

I have the honour to be etc.

Director of Posts and Telecommunications
of the Cameroons

(signed) . illegible
DAUSSEUR

Mr. Ruben UM NYOBE
General Secretary of the U.P. C.
" B.P. 435, Douala





