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the ·se:crotCLry-Genent.l h~.s ··tthe :b.o,nour to tr·o.nomi t -to the men:b~rs bf the 
" . .· •. ,, . , . r 

Trt1steeship Council and to th8 G?V()rruncnt of It~ly o.s ·chc- ~dminis.t~ri~lg 
• • ••• y' 

AnthorHy of the Trust Tc"rrito~y: of Somo.lllanc1-, c.. ccmmurrico.~ion do.t~d 

1 April 1952 from r~Icssrs·~ Ousmun Muj:sse o.nd Felix-Rolahd Moumi~ concer:ning 

the Trust Territory of the Co...'Zl.eroonR under FJ.'ench r.dmi.nistrntion• . .;' .. _., •_\ 
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Foumbun, l April 1952 

To the President of the Trusteeship Council, 

United Nations, 

Luke Success, New York •. 

Sir, 

vle hwe the honour to ncq_uo.int you' \-Ti th the following facts which 

form the basis of the proceedings we o.re talting for the ::mnulment of the 

elections held on Sunday, 30 M•:rch,. in the Bc.moun Region electoral di~trict 

(College of Citizens vith Personal St~1tus), French Co.meroons. 

In our telegram of 31 Mo.rcl1!/we informed you briefly of the flagrant 

illeg.:::.li ties \-rhich occurred during these elections a.nd we· ho.ve deemed it 

.:..dvisable to appeal to you in vieu of the fact th:.l.t the Fr~nch Ca'::crry.~ns 

is governed by the Trusteeship Agreement concluded with FrJ.nce on 

13 December 1946 under the auspices of the Uni t.~d !~at ions. 

The 1950 Report of the French Government C"U the c~~meroons contains 

the follo\-rin;5 pussaee: 11 HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDO!JJS ARE GUARANTEED 

TO 1\LL ELFl<IENTS OF THE POPULATION 1 AS LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 76 OF THE 

UlUTED NATIONS CHARTER AND AS PROVIDED IN. THE PREi\NlBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION, 

THE PROVISIONS OF vffiiCH ,ARE APPLIED HITHOUT RESTRICTION IN THE TRUST 

TERRITORIES" (page 188, Humo.n Riehts and Fundc•mentc~l Frecdoms); how can the 

enjoyment ~f these rights und freedoms be ensured \·rhen the recent elections were 

accompc.nied by such preposterous incidents and incredible manoeuvres as those 

we describe belov. 

1. REGISTRATIOU ON THE ELECTOR.l\1 LISTS, Act No. 52-130 cf 6 February 1952, 

in purticula.r erticle 4. 
In his appeal of 19 Ivl:~rch 1952, cu.ndidute F6lix-Rolu.nd Moumie pointed 

out to the chief of the B~moun Region the undesir~bility fr~m the le~ul point 

of vie•,1 of issuing elector..:.l c:::.rds on the bc.sis of the opinicns of the persons 
-

concerned. The only persons a.ble to obt~in electoral c~rds were perscns in 

good stJ.nding whose views could be relied upon and ,.,ho Hould comply with the 

desires of the administrative authorities \-1ho vrere bent ut o.ll costs C'P 

securing the election of c:.J.ndidate El Adj SeidC"U f'.1olou. Article 40 of the 

Act of 5 October 1946 specifiea the couditions governing the right to vote 

in the Oversets Territories, and we would refer to the following paragraphs 

of this [~rticle: /Po.ro.gro.ph _ _2. 

!7 Note by the Sccreturir.t: The nbove t.clecrum ha~ nl"t 'been rel!eived by the 
Sccreturiat. 
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'"' . t.. ~· ' . >! ; • ,~· ... .;, • 

:Paro.gro:ph 3. ''Members nr1(f rbrmhr· memb'e'rs. who: cun :prove· at.least two 
• < • - • ' • • • : '· :t ': '"'! ,; ";' :· 1 J#': ·, : ; ' 

ye~s' J!lemb.e;rship in _co-operative oi' :proau:cersf a:ss66fations-) members u.nd former 
\ . 

members of the C:dministrU:tive co~ncils of· native behe:Ht. societies".. As it· 

htippens, every ·ta~IJayci .in the .. d~me;oons ~.;. ev~rY.. :i:nd.igenous tc.xpnyer1 at 

.le..:;.st. --.is a member of i~ bcmefit society. r-bny of them; hovrever' lictve not 

been registered,' despite our repeated detla~ds. . 

!j!'<::~rsra:ph 5.. 11 
••• ill those who hoid or h:~ve held, for at lenst two 

years z a permanent posi tfon in D. legall~[ incorporated commercio.l, industrial, . 
I . ·:' . . . . 

o.rtisan or U()riculturnl est.·:.:.blishment Or pOSSeSS a regular WOrk card 11 
• 

Th0re <.;.re many· smu.ll merchant~~ hoHever, who dUly po.y. their :licence fees, 

· ·o.nd mo.uy u.rtisans, vlho did not succeBd in having their riE,mes plo.ced on the 

clectoro.l lists solely bccc.use they hr..d not exJ)ressed "Administration11 vieus, 

that is to say, views identicc.l -vri th those of . the Administratior>. .eandidu.te 1 

Seidou. 

"Ministers of religion". Mnny marabouts und 

evungelists hc.ve failed to .obtain 'elecitorCJ. c.:.rds because it is considered' . 

. tb:O.t ·. u Li tero.te person v:rill not· nllow h:Lneelf to be imposed upon indefinitely · 

~.::.nd ·cannot be eitslly intimidrJ.ted.. ·, 

' .. .. 
P~~r·:.greph 9. · "All merchc..nts, · m::mufucturers ~ planters, trtisans·, ·:and 

in genero.i, ~ill holders of u l:i.cence 11
• There u.re· mo.ny licence-holders··,,ho· ·do 

not pOSSeSS electoru.l C!c.r<is solely becc.use their p,.,li tic::tl vie,·TS do not; Ol' 

inspire con'fidcncc:. , ·' 

P~.ro.gro.ph 12. "All holders l'f a hunting IJ·ermi t or a d:riveri:s:; lic~nce". 

To quote only one t;',rpical c.ise,· Ali NOUCH:ri.I, o. ch:::mffeur who . .,;.;or~s for the 

Administration (driving the J)icl;:-up truck of the chief of the Foumlian·.Sub.o 

d.i vision) t..rG.s denied r8gist~ation on the electoro.l lists becc.use his poli tico.l 

VievTS did not conform ,,·ith those Of the. u.dmfnistration and he WO.S therefore' ::: 

considered. unreliuble. . He mc.dc severc'l u.pplications: for cm Edectoro.l· curd 

c.nd 'cG.ndidc.te HOU:tviiE i:r.lso t.tpplied on his behL:.lf, but ':111' to no purpose· c.s .the 

local ·::ldministr:l.tion h-.:.d no intention of issuing ccrds· to persons ·Of uncert::.dn 

views. 

Hence m::my ele~tors must h~ve· been' pr'event·~d· rToni exercising their 

:political rights us only <..:.pproVed per's6ns·;,ere·cbJ..e'·':to:vote; · further instu.ncG.3 

of this will be found in the cond'uct or:'t~~ bnl·16t: •. · ...... 

/on the 
,·· .• ' . ' :: ·, •• '~·.! . ''• .. ~.. .. ·•• ~< 
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. . 
On the ,.,ther, b:l!''~' _it is :1 r.~f.~rett::1bl~ fact tho.'t· other persons who 

r;ocscsGed none of the elector.::.l quo.lifico.tions obt::lined co.rds without o.ny 

diff.i.culty. For E:XO.~:plc, UOr:J.en (..lld girls of CCllldl,d:.::.te Seidou's :fd.mily were 

giv(;;n clcctor::::.l c::1rdo for the sole purpose of swelling the vote in his ·:fa.vour.: 

On 30 lLrch, vromen who did not hold ,:.. 1 iccncc or possess any of the qur.lifico.tions 

lt:.id C.mrn in the Acts of. 5 October 19461 23 M:.Jy 1951 o.nd 6 February 1952, 

end children und(~r t'.~t:nty-one yeCl.rs of ..J.ge voted for Sc:ddou vri thout a.ny 

c~dministr..:.tivc octio~ being t<_llcE:n to punish 'the fo.ilurc to apply these 

".lC~~ml.I'cs. ~.Iiso l·k~dou Ro.r:l:..;.to·ll :::..nd l>itss Njifonp.::mdo., for example, to. mention 

only t'r:o n~-"mc:s 1 voted ui thout being in nny \.":J.Y quu.lificd to do so. Mnny 

chUdre:n r.licr(;prcoe:ntc.;d their qu~:..lificc.tions in ord0r to vote in a body for 

Sult·.~r. S1:idou. 

J\rtic1c 15 of the: Decrcr~ of 2 Jt'cbru~.:.ry 18521 ~:s u.mc-::1ded by the 

Or,lir~,a,cc of llt AncuGt 1945, ntr:tc;n the follo.,.r.tnc;: 11 P:..;.r:.:.(1r:J.ph 2: The 'followinG 

oh~-11 not be re:r~iat.;:rQd on the clr.:ctor,_.l listn: ••• pc:rGons Gcntcncecl to a term of 

1.a;:rt:::o~JL'1C:~t, of \:h:~t~:ve:r duru.t1or~, for theft, fr.!\Hl ••• crnbezzlcment.by. 

U'.:lXlsitL.riC:o or T,ubllc fu_"'idn, or th.:! offcnc~s t.ocainot public decency rc;ferred to 

in ~.rtlclt..:r: 3301 331 :.r.d 331J. of the: Pe:n:...l Cock". 11 Pr•r~<r-:r :~ph 3: • • • persons 

r.t:Lt..:rjcvl to .:.. t.:.:rn of iuprir.onmc:nt of r:10r(.; tlLn three months for uny offence, 

r;•.lbjo,;ct to the provl:;lorj:J of <.rtir.lr; 17 bc:lo',r." Unfortum:.tcly 1 however, . . 

!JAi·L;mcrE, •,:ho ~::...::; c~.:ntci~ccd in 1950 for fr:~ud. in the Louis BOUGNE .:1ffair und 

D ~oud:;. HJIK..'..:·'I, who ;;:_;:; st:;r.tenc~.-d to a lx nonthn' ir.1prinonmcnt in 1924 o.nd on 

21~ 1-!•..-rch 1952 uilfully ccr:J~:rl tte:d unl;.•.,.ful \:ouudinc .. md ~~ss:::.ul t in the t:1::1rket 

pl~cc, t.o o-2ntion only ~':o, \R:rc r.ot only elector a but a1Go :.::.ctcd o.s agents 

of c::nrJid:.tc: G<:idou. 

Tht:r.r.: off\:::;cco c.rc punioh·.:.bl•..: by ltnr •~r.d the rcl.:::vc:.nt provisions are 

nw·:~ur izt:d in ;.rtic1cr; 31 ·,;;nd 32 of the decro::c nf 2 Fc:bru ..... ry 1852, vhereby 

o!'fc:1dc:rs ::::.re lLbl(; C'ln cor.·.,rictim} to ;::. term of impr isonrf.':mt not cxceedine; one 

yc:...r t.:-.d to : .. fi.r.e not c:xcc.:cding 60 ,cco fr::IJC:J. The loc~.l :..:.dministration, 
; ,, 

'.:hi eh ~:~s notified by c:H1dH·..:te l·\Olli·!IE on 23 N• .rch 1952 ._,t u c1~ndid••tes' 

c:c~.:tinc, took ;.o GtqJs to: (1) prcvc:nt tlH.: s:~id p..;rnor.s from votinc; . (2) punish 

thcr:1 in ~ccord"nce · . .:ith the: provi3io:1n of l'l·•::uch c1cctor:~i luv. Thcs.e persons . . ... 
[0 ~bout their buGinCCG '~1t}1 :.n C1ny T:Jiml 1 . ~Jf' t}lcy ~.rL: tlw urholderS Of the 

'"" 1 t ti 1 f "" 1 f l~'"'st surprised, not to 11u:.Jin .S .r:. · on :::.n! 0 CUil1...irL:.tu f~c:idou • ~ic ,~re t 1crc: ore "~' 

!L~' d.t::cc>r.«"• ·rt•·d1 to h0~~r Fr,mcc, throu;:h i tn ::ocJJrcEh:nt::ti vco resident in the 

C<.r.··rc0rlG 1 Cf!>.l: nf i'\t.ri-:t. o'tlswrv:;nc~· of rr.ct~·nrol-:t.::ll ~rielinal L:w • • • 
/2. DISTRIBrTTION 
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2 • DISTRIBUTION OF CARDS 4 · The rel~;;vant legislative texts ore Decree 

No. 51-594 of 24 May 1951, in p~rticular article ~~ and the Act of 20 March i924, 

in particular article 7• 

These texts provide that cards are to be distributed to the electors 

at their place of residence by the adnrLo.istrative authority three days before 

polling day. 

In his appeal dated 19 March 1952 to the chief of the Bamoun Region, 

co.ndidate MOUMI stated the follm-ring: 11 
••• furthermore, the persons responsible· 

for distributins the cards in each district apparently had instructions·to issue 

cards only to citizens acceptable to certain approved candidates ••• ". The 

cards were thus distributed on th.e basis of the views held by :the per·sons 

concerned and not iri a.ccordo.nce with the regulatiOns defining the conditions 

and forms in which the cards should be distributed. He does not believe th~t 

this unfair and P'lrtio.l distribution \.ro.s carried out within the· prescribed 

time-limits. 

C~ndidate Ousman MUISSE, during an interview with the chief of the 

Foumbot sub-division, was apparently informed by the latter that he had 700 

cards for distribution to the electors in his sector and that these cards would 

be issued on voting day at the electors 1 polling station. Unfortunately, 

however, and contrary to the assertion of the chief of the loco:l sub-division, 

sixteen c::;.,rds only ·vrere issued, eight eo.ch.to the chairmen of the election 

committees at Foumbot and Mansues. The fact certainly is that some doubt 

was felt when the views of the 684 other electors were checked nnd in accordance 

Hi th the old saying. "WHEN IN DOUBT DON'T, it vlnS decided not to take the risk 

of hnving 684 persons vote ngo.inst candidate Seidou. The proof and consequence 

of this is that only 3,500 of nearly l4,ooo registered electors uctunlly 

voted. The distribution problem wns more complicated in the Foumbot 
' ' ' 

sub-division; mc:my .electors 1-rere deprived of their rights as citizens merely 

:for holding vie\-JS which did not meet vTith the approval of the Administration. 

3. ELECTORi\L PROPAGANDA. Act of 30 June 1881, in particular article 1 and 

article ·5· 
(u) Meetings .• Under French law, as defined in the Act of 

14 June 18811 public meetings may freely be held subject only to restrictions 

imposed for the purpose of !i:tLl.into.ining lo.v o.nd order 1 as, for example 1 in the 

co.se of assemblies and demonstrntion$ 1 prior notice of which must be given. 
/At Foumbot, 
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At Fou:.;bot, C:lndido.te Athon HJINJE wo.s forbidden to mnk0 ::m election speecl1. 
111 tho m~~rket :place. A disturbance was provol\.ed by Mr. MONTIE, brother of· 

c·.~~~dirl·:..t.: S:=idou; o.t the election meeting held by co.ndido.te lvloulai KOUOTOU 
: t 1-Ll~r·tucn.. ~ · ·1 · ·a. · - · . 

.t. s ~\-:ll. nr 1nc:t ent occurred in the · ca.se of co.ndidate 

Ou::;;r.::~u t.:iUI3SE; o. l!Keting he vio.s holding ut. Kouti6 wr.1s brolwn up- by 

h:ft.:.l~·~~o 1·1BOUOBOUO, ~.;. n:.1ti ve of Kouta.bu. in gocd stunding, who proce~ded t.o 

disperst::: the cl~ctors although he hc..d no ad.ministrative authority to exercise 

'P')licc functionc m!d '\.:uo u.~·.·L.re th~.t nothin13 wu.s to.lting place 1vhich wc.s likely 

to lGt.J.d to t;. disturb~ :nee. 

(b) Pl·o·Jocc..tion. The usents of c~ndido.te Seidou showed conspicuous . . 
r.e:_l ln tho.;;ir d'forts to provoke th.:; other co.ndidr:,tes or their ugents, so ns to 

crc!....te ~.:.n a.tt!'.')c.pherc likely to give rise to incidento ·1-1hich iWre to be used 

to cover our o:pi,:onr:.:nts' effort::; to place Scidou on the pedestnl they hud 

T)rq;,:red. for him. H~~rJ.1y '-'t:•S this p1c..n conceived th:-.. m D::10udu NJIKJ\Ivl, c.lins 

Yc·rin., cl01'1icll~:rl : ... t NJIIHCA, publicly o.nd vlilfully o.nsaulted Mouosn NS!>NGOU i:tn 

~-.-_:·.:nt of C.J.ndldc.tc: l'.OUHU~. This offf:'ncc, v1hich is J!Unisbn.b1e under articles 

?:•0) to 311 of thl..! Fen:.:..l Code, h:.s unt'ortuntotcly not yet been punished, despite the 

:.~tloL brout~.1'.t 'by th~.; victim himself and despite the candidate'S OWll 

i:Jtcr-;e:ntio!-: ',Jlt.h the: comr0t.:mt u.uthorities. 'dill the matter ·tu.ke its normal 

·.-.'<.: do not 1~r.o\·.' ••• 

(c) !!~h. ctcrr ~1 .corruption. Act of 31 'March 1914, in particular 

t.rtlclc: :;.. ;\·t HJII-:on, Nfi.I.JHlTU.E.1~ nnd KOUDEN, to mention only c. few .loculi ties, 

tlh.: :.-:lnlinistr::.tivc c·.J.ndidc~tu El J\c1j Scidou distributed largesse (salt) to o.ll 

~ ~· ..... .......... 
1\ t I•Llantucn the distribution was wi tncssed by co.ndido.te KOUOTOU 

::.stonichcd to see hou votes vere b~.;:inc: bought.· On 20 .f\brch n ·truck· 

bc::..ri::c; the n:.1c:.c of ~ ccrt·:.in DOSOGNE '<n::.s cu.rrying b:!gs of s:.1lt consigned to 

c:~T:didc.tc.: 3._;idou ,.;bo on th:.1t d::.te \·i:J.S <1t Baigoc: or. o.n elector::...l tour; this 

:;:.;.1 t ·.~;:.s the: b:::.i t 1.;i th Hhich the electors were to be caught. Cr..ndidute 

l·:OU!-iiE rt..:fcrre:d to it ~:t hio nu:-.1erous meetings, ~'s he hud '"ctuo.lly seen the 

tr~1ci~ cor.t·..;.inir.r; tbe b'.l.GS of so.lt nnd knew their rer.1l. destinntion. At KOUDOUM, 

:r.'~r:::i'.ount chief HJU:CGNY told candidate MUISSE th:.t he hud been present at .his 

hor.1c c.t the distribution of .t~ro bc"lgs of' salt 2r:d. other gifts •lhich uere intended 

to ir:.fluc.ncc: i-::.nd thcrt.ifore corrupt the cl€!ctors 1 nn offence covered by an 

r-unish2.bl~ und(.;r th.:: Act ·or 31 t•brch 1914. In virtue of promises of gifts t.md 

,_r1.c-dtd.ntr~~tive: fnvours rn::.dc by the same .ca.nd-idn:te, chiefs NJ!r.~CGUEU and 

l•~ ,;71 < 1)[\'fr["() 0r.1hP:7.?.lP<l ·t,:1:X t•undG deposited by inbnbit.~J!.\tB Of' their respectiVe 

jterrite1r.ies 
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territories, expecting to be 'able t6 i'13cover them as a result of Seidours 

premises. The authorities have instituted legal proceedings against the 

4. ELECTION PROCEDURES~ In accordance with article 5 of the Decree of 

24 Ivlay_ 1951, each candidate w::::.s to be given an official acknmrledgmcnt of the 

declaration, conferring the rights attaching to the status of agents. In 

actual fact, no acknowledgmen"Gs'were issued. 

Under note No. 146/RBM of 23 Ho.rch 1952,· the Regional Chief informed 
' us of the composition of the election committees, as he was entitled to do 

in his .capacity as Regionp.l Chief under article 6 of the Decree of 24 Hay 1951. 

According to this official note, the chairmen of theaection committees at 

Foumbc:m-·i·iusee and Mo.lantuen were Mr. VALETTE and ·Mr. MEDARD, respectively. 

Unfortunately, how·ever, on Sunday 30. March, contrary to the Regional Chief 1 s 

mm decision, the chairmen of the committees at Foumban-Musee ·and Mo.lantuen 

were R-ymond MINKOA and VALETTE, respectively. Ironicaily, Seidou was the 

only candidate_to be assisted by his family connexions, owing to the fact 

that his son-in-law -vras the chairman of the election committee at Foumban-Musee .. 

Under French positive law, any act performed by a person in whom legal competence 

has not been vested is absolutely null and void and cannot be validated for 

any reason; hence, nll votes cnst at these t\vO centres n,re· unofficinl and 

therefore ~._and void. 

A similar situation obtained at Foumbot and up to the present time 

vre have not been informed officially of the composition of the election . 

committees a.t Foumbot-Ecole, Mansuen and Bf.NimUOP. Hhile travelling through 

the sub-division, we noted the following chairmen of election committees: ., 
l. Foumbot-Ecole: a European priest identified by his 

clerical dress. 

2. Bankouop: at first a European v1hom we cannot identify, then 

an African chairman_appointed with th~ approval of the outgoing 

European chairman; this gave a free ho.nd to candidate Seidou 

~ho entere~ the polling station to mnke a bitter and intimidating 

speech to the electors. 

3. Mansuen: an African •rho would appear to be the Special 

Agent of Foumbot. 

The votes recorded by these various committees therefore constitute 

u violation of electoral law und can only be regarded as unofficial. 
/Appointment 
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The essential condition for 

ap-polnt':llcnt u.s c. C;.lndid~:J.te t s u.e;e:1t is to be o.n elector, that is to say, to 

be ill enjoyment of one 1 s p6li tic:J.l rights. Unfortunately, ho\-.r.ever, us we 

h:,vc .::.lr~2.dy lndic!lted; most· of Sultu.n Seidou'n ci.gents not· only exce~ded the 

:pGr!ili tted number -- ['.n exce:ptionu.l fc:vour grO.nted by the Administration -- but 

were :per3ons who ho.d been convicted of o.n offence and vrere therefore dpprived of 

their civil rir.:,hts. . This <..pplicd to SiU.'!i\NKIE, LAI~"'RE SALIF'OU o.nd DAOUDA 
' 

!lJI!-1KJ\I.f, . c.li~n YERIHA. 

The t.:.cbinistrc:.tive; police c.t the polling sto.tiou in Foumbun-ville 

(Ir.u::><.~e;, in p~rticulu.r) 1:as mo.de to vrork .hand in glove ivi th the Sul tc.n t s police. 

!1rs. ADJIJlA'IQU; for exa.mple, the proprif.!tess of a restuuro.nt-bo.r (inn) in 

the mo.rl:ct-pl:.~.cc viol~.;.t2d the ree;ula.tions in ·force by entering the polling 

r.t:-tior~ not in her c:.;.p:::..ci. ty o.s e.n elector, but as c..n overseer, and. ordering 

thL; oth0r electors to mulco vmy for the distin{"'uished ..romenfollt of the 1mrthy 

c·~nrliclu.tc ocldou, r .. lthouch the ln.vr does no·t discriminate bctvrcen electors. 

f~i<'Jilo.rly, in th~ courty::::.rd opposite the r:llineum, DJENlJN-t-l.AITA, Ouma.rou-Hfite 

Chou:.~ibou ::..:.nd /\oudrm GOUP!\YOU 1 to mention only u few, usurped the functions 

or th(.; :polic,:: on th<: prL:t·:::1ce of Hishinrr, to rf;store order (wherec~s the 

co::trr .. ry '--'U.:-3 tru<i), r-oure:d ubusc on the pcrsonG there :prese!'lt o.nd continued 

their prr')p:•{~t.:)cL r-u'Jlicly1 the.: Sult~1r.. 1 n b:1llo't forms in their h8.r.ds. 

Dd; 'Li'J .. :.tion of noll:i.!:g st::. tiot:s. Only u. fc;·r approved electors , 

cuccLcdc<l in l...;<.:.rr.ing tl1rouc;h their lct~ders c.t t-rh(.;.t pollinG stations they were 

to vote. The C .o .c. (Fouubot) c·lcctors, for ex;J.mplE:, uftcr t:;oing to 

Fou7.bot-Ecolc to vot~ t-rcrc dire:ctcd bo.ck to the n:~nlwuop polling stntion, 
• 20 l•.ilo·.:J.•..:trc:s ~~u:J.y; a few bold individualG undertook to 1:Lke the journey on 

foot. 

Tb:: rJ.·.jority (75 per ce:nt) of the clc:ctorc.te ubst::dncd for several 

1. 'i'he: o::.l:i persons v?ho d..:.red to vote vrcrc those ~tlho were 

1{:101.'11 to hold rclit.blc views or 1·rhn h~d uccided to· accept the 

dire conse:q_Tlcnccs tbrc~~tC:lJ.Cd by the Sultan's supporters • In 

proof of this He 1-rould state thc.t at the Kouhou:1t polling station 

Sc ~d011 1 s f 11 ed ·,.....,rod ,,•ith :'rroHs, speurs 1 nhields' ... o o~.,rcrs nprc.:Lr :. • ·"- , 

lc;:tccn · c:nd tb·.: li~~c, to threaten those electors vho did not shnre 

the •ric-.m oi' the t.dmir.i::~tr:.:.tion. /2. Contrary 
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2. Contro.ry to the terths of • ilrticle 7 of the Act of 

24 Mo.rch 1924, which provides· tha.t "electoro.l cc::.rds sha.ll be 

distributed to the homes bf the electors" by the administrc.tive 

cmthoritics, ·"such distribution to be· completed three da.ys 

before pollir:g dL-y11
, mo3t electors dicf not receive the cards 

entitling them to vote, vihile o.t the so.me time c~::.rds vrere 

issued to approved electcrs vrho vlere far from satisfying the 

legc.l requirements. All these outrr_.geous o.dtninistro.tive 

subterfuges compelled mcny of the Bamoun to r.1bstnin from 

voting. 

Illego.l campaigning. 
·' . . ,. 

No other·ca.ndid.a.te but Seidou -~ ins.smuch 

uS no election committee chu.irmnn ho.d prohibited the Sultun from Cl1mpo.igning 

wo.s permitted to conduct his e1ectorl11 c;J.mpl1ign on election du.y with the 

co-operation of the -police, eve~ inside the polling sto.tion vher;:; ot1 several 

occasions he intimidu.ted the electo~s. At Bo.nkouop, when leaving his 

pick-up truck, the Sultan 1-rc.cs given hlili tary honours, so thr.:.t anyone misht 

I·Tonder v7hethcr he l·ms nn 0rdino.ry cundido.te. 

No effort w~s spared by the adroiniatrati0n to create the right 

political atmosphere for the fo.voured candidate: o.t Bunkonop-, for example, 

the police 11 got up"couro.ge 11 by quenching their thirst from gourds of palm 

1?ine and then acted with great brutality tOimrds the people. 

Use of fnlse or dubious credentials for votinB Eur~oses. On 

several occasions ut the pollinc; station in the Foumban Court House, persons 

to whom electoral ccrds had vrongly been issued were caught in the o.ct of 

voting. No proceedings have been taken o.g:::dnst them. In one case, 

for example, Su.lomo MOUHICH wo.s caught in the c;.ct of voting after tnis

rerresenting himself to be Francisca 'tvi!\GNEROU, whose name V.hJ.S on the card 

in his possession. Cards which did not bc~r the sienature of the proper 

authority v.rere issued to selected electors. One may wonder therefore, 

hovr the use of such cards could be concealed; in one c;:,se, for example, o. 

person of uncertuin identity presented himself vith an unsigned card, saying 

tho.t he •ms a certain NJISSA domiciled l1t Njinko. and claiming to be o. farmer, 

whereas his curd bore the words 11Villac;e Chief". 

irregulnrity he recorded his vote. 

Despite this flaerunt 

/At Maluntucn, 
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f:...t I-io.lc.ntuen, many electors voted after :presentine; merely a tax ., 
receipt, wherec.s under i:.:.rticle 7 of the Act of 20 March 1924 identity could be 

proved only ·On the b~sis of lin identity C~,;,rd or o.f c.n ~d'fidavit sworn by t'liTO 

witnesses registered on' the loc<J.l voting lists, 0. record of the :proceedings 

being drmm up, signed 'by the holder <.ind, l·rhe~e c.ppr?:priu.te, by the 'Hitnesses, 

nnd countersigned by the election committee. 

Distribution of·ballot forms by the ~olling st~tions. In the 

H,:.nsuen sector, none of c:.mdido.te D<J.oud.u. NJOYAf s ballot forms were avnihble, 

although, '::tt the request of Mr • .JCUimAN, Deputy Re~i~nc.l Chief 1 he was 

required to send all ballot forms intended for the Foumb~t sub-division to the 

local sub-division chief who "muld then be ~esponsible for .di.stributing the 

forms in c.ccordunce with the list of electors ut each :polling station. His 

bc:.llot forms did not· ·reu.ch the· B~nkouo:p polling station until half un hour . 

...:.fter it opened. 

In the Kouhouo.t ·sector, ballot for~s intended for a c<J.ndido.te named 

Ernest l~ONTGORY were del tvered inste'-'d of forms be::tring the m.1me of 

D·.:ouda NJOYA. 

onLY 3, 500 ouT oF NEt.RLY 14 ,ooo REGISTERED ELECTORS VOTED AND NO 

PEOPLE C.'\N BE REPRESENTED BY 2, 400 MUTILATED VOTSS. 

Hoping that you ,-lill attach due weight to our p~titians and take 
I •' ' ' 

the proper uction on them, FG hc.ve the honour to be, etc. > 

(signed) FcHix-Rolo.nd MOUMIE 

(sie;ncd) Ousm::...n MOUISSE .. 

(signed) Ali Bertro.nd NKOUANDOU 

'(signed) Houlai KOUOTOU 

(sigm:d) Othqn NJINJE 




