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Foumban, l.April 1952L
To the Preéidént of the Trusteeship Council,
United Naotions,
Luke Success, New York.. ' - ~
Sir,

We have the honour to acquaint you with the following facts which
form the basis of the procecdings we are tuking for the annuiment of the
elections held on Sunday, 30 March,'in the Bemoun Reglon electoral district
(College of Citizens with Personal Status), French Cameroons.

In our telegrom of 31 Marchi/we informed you briefly of the.flagrant
illegalities vhich occurred during these elections and we have decmed it
advisable to appeal to you in view of the fact that the French Carzeroons
is governed by the Trusteecship Agrcement conéluded with France on
13 December.l9h6 under the auspices of the Unitad Nations.

The 1950 Report of the French Government on the Cumeroons contains
the following passage: "HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS ARE GUARANTEED
TO ALL ELEMENTS OF THE POPULATICH, AS LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 76 OF THE |
UHITED NATIONS CHARTER AND AS FROVIDED IN THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION,
THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE APPLIED VITHOUT RESTRICTION IN THE TRUST
TERRITORIES" (page 188, Human Rights and Fundamentcl Freedoms); how can the
enjoyment nf these rights cnd freedoms be ensured when the recent elections were
accoumpenied by such prepostercus incidents and incredible manoeuvres as those

we describe below,

1. REGISTRATION ON THE ELECTORAL LISTS, Act No. 52-130 cf 6 February 1952,

in purticular erticle k, \

In his appeal of 19 Murch 1952, candidate Félix-Rolund Moumie pointed
out to the chief of the Bumoun Region the undesirability frem the legal point
of view of issuing electorul ccrds en the busis of the opinicns of the perscns
concerned. The only persons sble to obtain electoral c;rds were perscns in
good stonding whose views could be relied upon and who would comply with the
desires of the administrative authorities vho were bent ot all costs on
securing the election of cundidute El AdJ Seidcu Molou. Article 4O of the
Act of 5 October 1946 specificd the conditions governing the right to vote |

in the Oversets Territories, and we would refer to the following puragraphs

of this crticle: /Paragroph 3.

by Note by the Secretariat: The above telegram has net been received by the
Secretariat,
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'?afdgrupﬁ 3{’" "Members und férmer meubers. who dan-prove a ot least two

:

yeurst membershlp 1n cc~op rative or producers' as soc1atlons, members and former

mb rs of the udnlnlutrutlve councils of nutlve beﬂeflt soc¢ieties".,. As it

huppens, every tuxpwycr 1n the Camcroons‘-- every 1nd1genous texpayer, ot
leust -~ .15 @ mcmber of G eneflt socleuy. Many of them,fhowev»r, iive not

been reglstered, despltL ou“ repeated demands. BT
1t

Pmr“rlaph 5o SR ’chosm who hold or have held, for at leust two

years, a permun nt p031t10n in o legally incorporuted commercinl, industrial,’

urtlsan or uprlculturtl estwbllshment or poosess o regular work card

There cre many small merchants, however, who duly poy. their ‘licence. fces,
“and meny srtisans, who did not succeed in having their numes placed on the
blectoral llsts solely be 2couse thLy h.d not expressed "Administ ratlon views,
that is to say, views ldenticul with thoge of ‘the Adminis tratlonncandldate,
VSleou. - L "’ : '

Pdragr&ph 7. "Ministers of religion". = Muny marabouts and :

evangelists have failed to obtain ‘electoril cairds because it is considered'
Cthat'a literate purson W1ll not allow himselfl to be imposed upon lndeflnitely
mnd cannot be ews1ly 1nt1m1d ated, : L P DU

©° " Pursgreph 9. "All merchants, munufacturers, planters, urtlsans, iand
in gcncral, 111 holders of u licence". = There are many llcence-holders‘who-do
not posscss Llactorul coras solely because their prlitical views do notiil i

inspire conkldcncg. o C e e

4Parugraph 12, - "All holders of & hunting permit or a driverfs%licénce"g
To‘quoté only one typical~c;ée,'Ali MOUCHILI, a chuuffeur who. works for the - ’
Administration (driving the pick-up truck of the chief of thé Foumban,Sub-
division) was denied registfution on theielectoral<lists~because'his political
views did not conform with thosc of the ndministration and he was therefore, s
considered unréliable. .~ He made several upplications for an electoral- card
and'édndidute MOUMIE ulso applied on his behelf, but all to no purpose:as the
local administration had no inténtion of issuing cards to persons of uncertain
views. =~ = - - T S SO (. AR
Hence many electors must héﬁe”béeh3p¥éventéﬂ”f%oﬁ exercising their -
) political rlghts s only uporOVed personq were oble ‘to’ vote,* further- instances
’of this will be Found in the corduct or’ “he’ bullot
o PRI Jon the

L N T
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On the nther ho m., it is a reg_'rett *bl\, I‘o.ct that other persons who
rossessed none of the elcctorul quo lificatlons obtained cards without any
difmcu]_ty. For epm‘plc., vomen wnd girls of oand:dute Seidou's famlly vere
giw_n electoral cords or the sole nurpo*e of rwelling, the vote in hlS ‘Tavour,

On 50 M.rch, women who d1d not hold . liccnee or pPossess uny of the quuliflcutlons
12id dovm in the Acts of 5 October 1945, 23 Moy 1951 and 6 February 1952,

end children under twenty-one years of uge voted for Scidou w:.thout-any
administrative cetion being tuken to punish the fuilure to apply these
neLBUTES, Miss I-!;‘;dou‘Ram;:tou znd Miss Njifonpanda, for examplé ’ to mentioh
only two numes, voted without being in uny waoy Quulified to do so. M:iny ‘
children misrcprescented their quf‘.lificc.tions in order to vote in a body for
Sultun Scidow, o

Article 15 of the Decrce of 2 February 1852, ws wumended by the
Ordinance of 14 August 1945, states the following: “Purcproph 2: The ‘foliowing
oh.ll rot be repistered on the clectorul lists: «.. persons sentenced to a tera of

laprisonment, of vhutuver duretion, for thet't, fruud ... cmb(.zzl(:nent by .

dcpnsitirics ol publle funds, or the offences uvgitinst public decency rnferred to
n urticles 320, 331 wrnd 334 of the Penul Code".  "Puruproaph 3: ... persons
sertenced to o torn of lurrisonment of more thin threc months for any offence,
subjeet to the provisions of crticlc 17 below."  Unfortunutely, however,
SAMANKTIE, who wis centenced in 1950 for friud in the Louls BOUGNE affair and
Dioudu HJIIKAM, who wus sintenced to six months! impriv;onmcvit in 192k rmd on

2k Murch 1952 vwilfully cemaltted unlicdul wounding ond as6zult in the morket
pluce, to mentien only tvo, were rot only elcctors but wlso uweted as agents

of candidute Scidou, ‘,

_ These offences wre punishuble by low wnd the relevent provisions are
surmurized in wrticles 31 =nd 32 of the deerce of 2 F Februury 1852, whereby
offcnders zre liuble on conviction to « term of ivvmmaovwrxt not cxcu_ding one
yeer urd to . {ine not execieding €0,CCO frincs.  The locil Mdmmigtru‘tic?.nf
vhich wus notificd by eandidcte MOUMIE on 28 M.rch 1652 at o cundidutes! ,
mecting, took no steps to: (1) prevent the su1d persons from voting; (2) punish
them in wecordunce with the provisions oi‘ Irench LlLCtOI‘,.l low,  These persons
o «bout theldr busincecs vith wn ¢isy nind, us they wre the uPh01d°r° of the
Adninistrotion wnd of c;mdidatu seidou, 'm., ore thercfore most surPI‘iSed: not o

Ly di"co:‘.r‘~‘1‘t"d, to heur France, through its sepresentatives resident in the

Cimeremng, sroult of atrict obrevvance of metroroliton erimind 11 1owW eee
/2, DISTRIBUTION
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24 DISTRIBUTION OF CARDS. The relevant legislative texts are Decree
No. 51-50% of 24 May 1951, in purtlcular article 3, and the Act of 20 March 192k,

1p pa rtlculnr article T.

These texts provide that cards are to be distributed to the eiéctors

at their place of ‘residence by the adminisﬁrative’authority three days before
polling doy. '

In his appeal deted 19 Murch 1952 to the chief of the Bamoun Region,
candidate MOUMI stated the following: "... furthermore; the persons responsible
for distributing the curds in each district apparently had instructions to issue
cards only to citizens acceptable to certain approved candidates ...". The
cards were thus distributed on the bdsis of the views held bj the persons
concerned and not in accordance with thelregulﬁtiohs definiﬁg the conditions
and forms in which the cardé should be disfributed He does not believe that
this unfoir and partial distribution wos carrled out within the- prescribed
time-limits. _ .

C.ndidate Ousman MUISSE, during an 1nterv1ew with the chief of the
Foumbot sub-division, was apparently informed by the latter that he had 700 ‘
cards for distribution to the electoré in his sector and that these cérds would
be issued on voting day at the electors‘ polling ste thﬂ.- Uﬁfortunately,
however, and contruxy to the assertion 6f the chief of the local sub-div151on,
sixteen cords only vere issued, eight each to the chairmen of the election
conmittees at Foumbot and Mensuds. The fact certeinly is thdtrsome doubt
vas felt vhen the fieﬁs of the 684 other electors were checked and in accordance
with the 0ld saying "WHEN IN DOUBT DON'T" it was decided not to‘take‘the risk’
of having 684 persons vote ngainst candidate Seidou. The proof and consequence
of this is that only 3,500 of nearly 14,000 registered electors actually
voted, The distribution problem was more complicated in the Foumbot
sub-division; wany electors were deprived of £heif rights as citizens merely“

for holding views which did not meet with the approval of the Administration.

5. ELECTORAL PROPAGANDA. Act of 30 June 1881, in particul£r>article 1 and
article .5, , o ‘ .\ '

(2) Meetings. Under French low, os defined in the Act of

1Lk June 1881, public meetings may freely be held subject only to restrictions
impdsEd for the purpose of mninteining lav and ordér, as, for‘eXQmple, in the

case of assemblies and demonstrations, prior notice of which must be given.
/At Foumbot,
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At Fouubot, candidute Athon NJINJE was forbidden to make an election speech
1 1,11‘. murket place.

A dilsturbance was provoked’ by Mr. NMONTIE, bdrother of
c.ndidwte. S2idou, at the election mz_eting held by candidate Moulai KOUOTOU

¢t M:iluntben., A sinmilor 1nc1dent occurred in 'the case of candidate

Oucirin VIJISSE; o mc.ctm(; he was holding ut Koutid Was broken- up: by

Pedeloho I'BOUOROUO, « nutive of Koutabs in goed standing, who proceedéd'tﬂ.f
isperse the electors

jo ¥

although he had no administrative authority to exercise

tolice Tunctions anrg wUS avare thh.t nothmg Was teking place which was hkely

to lcud to o disturb: nce,

(v) Provocation.  The a.gt.nts of cendidate Seidou showed conspicuous
in tln ir offorts to provoke thu. other condidctes or their agents, so os to
erecte wn aterns phere likely to give risc to inecidents which were to be used

to cover our opronents! cfforts to place Bcidou on the pedestal they had
rrepnred for him.

e

Hordly vas this plan conceived thun Daoudo NJIKAM, clias

Yoerin., domieiled .t NJIINKA, publicly and wilfully assaulted Moussa NSANGOU an
“2ont of candldute MOUMIE.,  This oifencc, which is punishable under articles

200 to 311 of the Penul Code » hzs unfortunutely not yet been punished, despite the

tetlion dbrouritt Ly the victim himself and despite the candidate!s own

Intervention with thc. courctent authorities. Will the matter tuke its normal

course? V¢ do not know ' '

(e)  Elceteril corruption. Act of 31 March 191k, in particuler
trticle 2. At WIILON, MALANTUEN end KOUDEN, to mention enly o few .loculities,
the tdministrative cundidete EL Adj Seidou distributed largesse (salt) to sll
1.d sundry, At Mcelontien the distribution was witnessed by candidate KOUOTOU
vhn w.s stonished to sce hov votes werc being vbought.' On 20 Murch a truck
beuriig the nace of o certuin DOSOGNE was currying bugs of sclt consigned to
cundidute Scidou who on that dote was' at Buigom on an electorul tour; this
5.1t wi3 the boit with which the clectors werc to be caught,  Candidate
MOUMIE referred to it ot his nunerous meetlngs, s he had actually seen the
truck contuining the bags of salt and knew their renl destination. At KOUDOUM,
peromount chief NJIMCGNY told candidute MUISSE thut he hed been present ot his
home ot the distribution of two bags of salt ard other gifts which uvere intended
to influence znd therdfore corrupt the clectors, an offence covered by an
punisﬁa‘blc undor the Act of 31 Murch 1914. In virtue of promises of gifts and
wAministrative favours ww.d¢ by the same .condidate, chiefs NJIMCGUEU and .

h vy BARRO embezrled tax tunds deposited by inhabitants of their respective
[territories

B o o L —I
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territories, expecting to be uble 6 Pecover them as a result of Seidou's
premises, The authorities have instituted legal proceedings against the

ofTenders.

L, ELECTION PROCEDURES. In accordance with article 5 of the Decree of
24 Moy 1951, each candidate was to be given an official acknowiedgmeh*iof the
declaration, conferring the rlghts attoching to the status of ugents. In
actuzl fact, no ackncwledgmencs were issued.

Under note No, lh6/RBM of 235 Morch 1952, " the Regional Chief inforﬁed
us of the compos1tlon of the election committees, as he was entltled to do
in his capac1ty as Regional Chief under article 6 of the Decree of 24 Moy 1951,
According to this official note, the choirmen of ‘the dection committees at
Foumban-Musée and Malantuen were Mr, VALETTE and Mr. MEDARD, respectivély.
Unfortunately, however, on Sunday BO'March: contfary to the ReéionQITChief’s
own decision, the chairmen of the committees at Foumbon-Musée and Malantien
were Rﬁymond MINKOA'and VALETTE; respéctively. ‘Ironically, Seidou was the
only candidate to be assisted bty his fomily connexions; ovwing to the fact
thaf his son-in-law was the chairman of the election committee at Foumban-Musée.
Under French positive law, any act performed by a person in whom legal competence
- has not been vested is cbsolutely nuli and void ond cannot be validated for
any reason; ’hencc,*ail votes cast at these two centres'are’unofficiallund‘

therefore null and void.

A similar situaticn obtained at Foumbot and up to tﬁe present time
we have not teen informed officially of the composition of the eclection . ‘
comnittees at Foumbot-Ecole, Mensten and BANKOUOP,  While travelling through s
Pthe sub-d1v1sion, we noted the following chairmen of election committees:
1. Fourbot-Ecole: a European priest identified by his
clerical dress. '
i 2.  Bankouop: at first a BEuropean whom we cannot identify, then
A | an African chairman appointed with the approval of the outgoing
European chuoirman; thié ga&e a free ﬁand‘to candidate Seidou
who entered the polllng station to make a bitter and 1nt1m1dat1ng
speech to the electors.

\

3, Manshen: an African who would appear to be the Special

Agent of Foumbot. o )
The votes recorded by these various coumittees therefore constitute

o violation of electoral law und can only be regarded as unofficial, -
/Appointment
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Appoinimegﬁ of cundidatest agents, The essential condition for
appointment as o cundidutels wugent is to be an elector, that is to say, to
be in enjoyment of qne‘s politicnl rights, Unfortunately, however, us we
buve clrocdy 1ndicated; most of Sultun Seidou's agents not only exceeded the
rermitted nuwber -- an exceﬁtional faﬁoﬁr grofited by the Administration -- but
vere persons who had becn convicted of an offence and were therefore deprivéd of
their civil rights. This wpplicd to SAMANKIE, LAMARE SALIFOU and DAQUDA
NJIMKAM, alics YERIMA.

The wdninistroctive police ot the polling stotion in Foumbun-viile
(Musde, in porticular) was made to work hand in glove with the Sultuh's policgi
lrs, ADJMIATOU, for exumple, the proprietess of a resteurant-ber (inn) in
the market-pluce violated the regulations in force by cntering the polling
stition not in her cupueity as on clector, but as cn overseer, aﬁdvordering,

the other clectors to muke woy for the distinpuished womenfolk of the worthy

cindidete Seidou, although the law does not discriminate between electors.
Similerly, in tho courtycrd opposite the museum, DJIEMUN-MANA, Oumarou-Mfite ‘
Chouiibou und fioudou GOUFAYOU, to mention only a few, usurped the functions
of thc rolice on the pretince of wishing to restore order (whereus the '
contriry vas true), pourcd cbuse on the persons there present and continued
thelr propacend.. publicly, the Sultants ballot forms in their hpnds,

Destirration of nolling stotions, Only a Tcw cpproved electors

succccded in leorning through their lewders ot whet polling stations they were
to voté. The C.0.C. (Founbot) electors, for exumple, ufter going to
Foutlot-Icole to votz were dirceted back to the Binkouop polling staﬁion,

20 kilonetres auvay; 2 few bold individuals undcg%ook to m.ke the journey on
foot.

The r.jority (75 per cent) of the elcctorote wbstained for several

1. The only pcrsons who dered to vote were those who were
knomm to hold relicdle views or whe hud decided to -accept the
irc consequences threatencd by the Sultan's supporters. In
proof of this we would state thet ut the Kouhouat polling station
Scidou's followers appeared crmed with arrows, spears, ghields,
lcnees and the like, to threaten those clectors who did not shore

vicws of > Administration.
the vicws of the Adwmirnistrot /2.  Contrary
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2. Contrafy to the terns of article 7 of the Act of

2k March 152k, vhich brovides'that'"electoral‘cards shall be

distriduted tc\the hbmes'éf‘%he.elecfors"'by the administrativé

cuthoritics, ""such distribution to be completed three days

before polling duy", ﬂoét electors did not receive the cards

entltling then to vote s ‘while at the same time cards were
ssued to wpproved e;ectcrs vho were far frnm satisfying the

legul requircmepts. " Al these outre wgeous administrative

subterfuges comnelled miﬁy of the Bamoun %o obstain from

voting. ' "

Illepul cawpllpnlng. No other cundldate but Seidou -- inasmuch

4s no election committee ch(lrman had prohiblted the Sultan from campaigning --
was permitted to conduct his electoral cwmpwign‘on election duy with the
co-operation of the police, e&en inside the polling station wherc on several
6ccasions he intimidnted the eiectérs. At Burkouop, when leaving his

pick-up truék, the Sultan wus.given wilitery honours; so that anyone might
wonder whether he was an erdinary candidate,

No effort was spared by‘fhe administratien to create the right
political atmosphere for the favoured eandidate: at Bankouop, for examnple, -
the police "got‘ﬁp;courage" by quenching their thirst from gourds of palm
wine and fhen acted with great brhﬁality tdw&rds the people.

Use of Talse or dubious credentials for voting purposes. On

severul occuasions at the polling station in the Foumban Court House, persons -
to wvhom electoral cords had wrongly been issued were caught in the act of
voting. No proceedings hdve been taken against them. In one case,

for exaﬁple, S@loao hOUHICH was caught in the cet of voting after mis-
representing himself to be Pran01sca.WMuNJROU vhose namg was on the card

in his possession., Caords which did not bear the 51gnature of the rroper
authority were issued to selected elcctors, ' One may wonder therefore,

how the use of such cards could be conceuled; in one cuse, for example, &
person of uncertain identity presented himself with cn unsigned card, saying
that he was o certaoin NJISSA domiciled ot Njinka and claiming to be a farmer,
vhereas his card bore the words "Village Chief"., Despite this flugrant

irregularity he recorded his vote. : !
/At Molontben,
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Lt Malontuen, 'nbny ‘electors votod altbr presen’sing merely a tax

receipt, whereus under artlclc 7 of the Act of 20 Mqrch 1924 1den‘c1ty could be

proved only on the basis of dn 1dc.rt1ty cﬁrd or of an \.Lff]jdd,"\fl't sworn by two

witnesges rngls’&_red on the local votlm.r llsts, 'a fecoi‘d of the proceedings
being drawn up, signed by the holder und, vhere uppropriute', by the witnesses,
and countersigned by the election committee. - |
‘Distribut 1on of- b:lllo{: forus by the polling s’tﬂtlons.v In the
Mansten sector, none of cundldute Duoudw NJOYA‘S b:zllot forus were available »

although, at the requebt of Mr. JCURDAN Deputy chioml Chlef he waos

required to send all ballot forms intended for he Foumbot sub-divismn to the
local sub-division chief who would then be rc,sponsmle for dlstributmg the
forms in ccecordance with the llSt of elc.ctors at each polllng station, His
bcallot forms did not reuch the B_nkouop polllng sta’cmn until half an hour.
after it opened. ,
In the Kouhouat scctor, 'bullot forms intended for a candidate named
Ernest MONTGORY were delivered insteud of forms Ybearing the nome of
Dzoudn NJOYA, '

ONLY 3,500 OUT OF NEARLY 14,000 REGISTERED ELECTORS VOTED AND NO
PEOPLE CAN BE REPRESENTED BY 2,400 MUTILATED VOTES,

Hoping that you will attach due WEl"’ht to our p otitions and take -

the proper uction on them, we have the honour to bn » etc.,

(signed) Félix-Roland MOUMIE
(signed) Ousmun MOUISSE .
(signed) Ali Bertrund NKQUANDOU
| (signed) Moulai KOUOTOU
(signed) Othon NJINJE





