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Executive Summary

Debate on a new post-2015 development agenda for the next fifteen years started in mid-2012. It was
informed by an assessment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) process that attempted to identify
the core reasons behind the weak results achieved during the past one and a half decade. The debate
concluded that one of the core reasons behind the failure in meeting the MDGs is the increase in inequality.
The issue was raised as well by many institutions including the International Monetary Fund (IMF)’.
Moreover, there was consensus that inequality is a result of the flaws in the global financial architecture and
trading system, as well as the economic policies adopted in various countries’. It was also highlighted that
the production and consumption patterns constitute a serious threat to the planetary boundaries and that weak
redistributive policies have exacerbated different types of inequalities, including social, geographical,
gender, and cultural disparities.

Accordingly, the renewed global partnership for development suggested as part of the post-2015
agenda should provide a supportive enabling environment for the different development actors. This includes
a full commitment of those actors to the “Common but Differentiated Responsibility” principle as well as to
human rights-based, citizen driven, and fully accountable approaches and policies. Previous experiences
highlighted the importance of the developmental role of the democratic and modern state as an imperative
precondition for the success of the developmental processes. Yet, as the Trade and Development Report
(TDR) 2014 underscores, the shrinking space for public policy-making is a significant challenge preventing
developing countries from the adoption of the most relevant policies for achieving social and economic
justice. Consequently, the post-2015 agenda ought to enhance democracy in the global governance and build
an enabling environment for global partnership. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which
constitue a core component of the agenda, should be universal and apply to developed and developing
countries alike. Achioevement of the SDGs will also require explicit commitments by the rich.

The lack of solid and efficient monitoring and accountability mechanisms at the national, regional
and global levels was identified as one of the main flaws of the MDGs, which has prevented the development
of inclusive, transparent and accountable processes and means of implementation.

In order to foster SDG implementation, monitoring and accountability should target the different
developmental actors and partners, including the national states, private sector, civil society and the
concerned donor countries and agencies as well as the international and multilateral institutions. The latter
should respect their global commitments towards developing countries and adhere to human rights
obligations. They ought to adopt transparency and non-selective disclosure policies enabling civil society to
monitor the decision making processes and negotiations as well as the implementation. Governance of the
global organizations and institutions should become more inclusive, transparent and accountable. Global
partners including states and non-state actors, intergovernmental and international institutions, should adhere
to the Paris Principles on Aid Effectiveness particularly the principle of “mutual accountability”. Accra
Action Agenda and Busan Declaration should be at the heart of this partnership.

National governments have to respect the tools and mechanisms of good governance in public
administrations, ensuring the separation of powers, empowering independent judiciary systems and
enhancing the monitoring role of existing administrative, legislative, and judicial bodies. Channels for active

.Redistribution, Inequality and Growth, IMF, February 2014 2

.Trade and Development Report, UNCTAD, September 2014 (UNCTAD/TDR/2014) 3



civic participation must be created, including “National Economic and Social Councils” and “National and
Sectorial Tripartite Councils” as independent observatories for public policy making and for the promotion
of social dialogue. These channels should be perceived as fully independent institutional frameworks for
monitoring and holding accountable the economic and social policies targeting the various actors and sectors.

As the private sector assumes a more prominent role as a development partner, the principles of
“Corporate Social Responsibility” should become binding, enhanced, respected and monitored.
Consequently, global efforts must be pursued to conclude a new international and legally binding instrument
that compels transnational corporations and other business enterprises to respect human rights.

Finally, civil society should be held accountable and adhere to the “Istanbul Principles on CSO
effectiveness”. Moreover, they have to be empowered in order to be able to fulfill their independent and
efficient monitoring role. This will induce the creation of an enabling environment based on the political will
and commitment to protect the independence of CSO, to adopt clear and binding transparency and disclosure
measures and to respect the principles of accountability and responsibility. The enabling environment
includes, besides the legal framework, the promotion of the rights of associations and freedom of assembly,
the right to access human and financial resources as well as access to information and the freedom of opinion
and expression.

Monitoring and accountability ought to be perceived as tools to assess, evaluate, and consequently to
improve the performance of the different developmental partners, including state actors, business sector,
donors and global partners, as well as the various civil society actors. Establishing the High Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development is an important step that can lead to the creation of a Periodic Review
Mechanism of the SDGs where the various actors ought to be held accountable. Regional High Level Forums
can be also established with a similar mandate at the regional level.

Monitoring and accountability are not ends by themselves. They are means to ensure the realization
of the different dimensions of justice: developmental, political, civil, economic, social, cultural and
environmental.
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