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To the President of the United Nations General Assembly 
Trusteeshi·p Council, New York (USA) 

I venture very respectfully to submit to you this petition concerning the 

serious circumstances in vrhich I find mysel;f flnd the losses I have suffered. 

On the nic;ht of 18/19 December 1956 1 at 6 D•m•, a gang of about fifteen IJeople, 

members of the Union des poptllations du Cum~ (UPC), ap'Peared in the villase 

of Nahomey and set fire to my huts - one house and one cook-house. All my 

be lonc;ings vhich vere inside "trere burnt, I cannot give a list of all of them 1 

exce'Pt r;sy eavings of 150,000 fran~s (one hundred and fj_fty thousand francs in 

bank notes), Hhich 1·rere destroyed, 

I am a Village. Chief and have a -vrife and tuelve children. I go sorrmrfull~{ 

along, the roadside 1 have no lodging and am living in a state of 'Penury, i-Ti thout 

money. I estimate the value of my pro'Perty burned as 650,000 francs, a S1ID1 which 

ivould at least enable me to kee'P myself alive and becin buildinG a neH home. I 

therefore request you to consider my case in full lmoi·Tlede;e of the facts and, in 

spite of the inadequate infornation I have given you, to help me to obtain the 

sum of 650,000 francs, plus the 150,000 francs for my savings. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

Balw.ng Fran~ois 

57-08996 




