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Petition 

I hn.\re the honour to approach you to tell you about my great sufferings in 

my countr:,r, tl":.(; Cnmeroons. On 16 December 1956, the Chief of the Bnfang 

genG.arn:el'ie car~,e into the m::trtet and bec;an to make a fuss, arresting people and 

searc!:in~ thc::n, saying t;1at they had not pnid the administrnti ve tax. Those 11ho 

r"e.d :pv.id 1iere nrrested just the sane as Jchooe uho had not paicl. Those v1ho tnd 

:paici \:ere forced to pay several thousand francs more; they 11ere then sent to 

prison for tiro ileel~s and fined 5CO francs. Tho.t is 11hat happened to each of 

150 persons uho \·7ere arrested ancl Hho had to Hork in the ·11ater fo1~ bw ileelm. 

;:~en 11e cn:1;e out of prir;on each of us raid 1, 500 francs, not cO'Imting the vrork 11e 

had dcnc in :prison. He. should lil~c to asl: you if by any chance ~'OU do the same 

c.s ·.1e do. 

1.\r. Secretary-Gcnernl, if I l<.ecp on tellinG you all this, you vrill think 

that I ar:1 craz/, \lhat \IC are asl:inc; for is immediate independence. 

I a":l \ier..bou Pierre of the U.P.C. 

Bafnns, 17 December 1956 

(Si~ned) ille3ible 




