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DOUALA, 30 May_ ,1955 
. ·. ' ~ 

The 11LIENS CULTUREI"S DE LA JEU1JESSE CAHE.l~·OuNAISE11 Association. \I,.' 

P.o. Box 362· · ·· ·· · · ··· · -

Douala, Cameroons ...... '.'·:.· 

. ~ · .. 
'' 

To: The Secretary-General of the: Uni te'a. I\ations, Ne1-r York 
'.' .: 

Sir, 
' '. . ... , . ' 

At thia·, the most tragic time· in the history of our country, associations, 

even chl tu raJ. :and· non-:poli tical b~clies· s'tanclfng aloof from the d~ctriries . of 

. all :political :p'a:rties' are compelleci to r~_ise t~eiir ~o:i.ces- in aiarm in orcler to 

safeguard the threatened. future of their native land. That is vrhy vTe are 'vrritl.ng 

to you today. 
.. . 

' .. ' .. 

The French Government 'vrhich has never, in the United. Nations ru.id.' before the 
' . . . ·' .. '. ;' . . ... 

colonial peoples, adopted a conciliatory attitude when the question aros~ of 

putting into practi~e the principi:e of the right of peoples t~ seif"deterinlnation, 
. ... . . . . ,·· . ' . 

is faced vTith the Cameroonian people's grovdng avrareness of their national claims 
. . ~ . . . . .. . ·. : .. :. . . :· . . . . . . . .. ·. . ·~~ . 

and vTishes to strengthen its position in the Cameroons and res~ore the indigenat 
,', • ', ' : > ,, I 

system by double-faced political trickery. Hithin the country the massac:res of 
• I :' ' • :• ', ' '• ' • 

the people and the arrest of the Cameroonian peopie• s representatives ·S.~s\.lre 'it· 
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of the submissiveness of the masses, vrho are threatened vTith death, and remove 

c:r:i.tics of its policy. Abroad, propaganda based on false ne-vrs and disgraceful 

lies, sparing no effort 't·Tbatever the cost, is intended to confuse world public 

opinion and prevent persons of good vTill from disapproving of this Machiavellian 

policy. He are convinced that this tactic vTill. not catch the representatives of 

the United Nations off guard, but vre feel that it is our duty, in order to enable 

them to take the necessary firm decision, to deny tpe arguments of Roland Pre, 

the High Conndssioner. 

The numerous statements of Mr. Ruben UM NYOBE, the people's representative 

to the United Nations, and the ra;pid rise of Nationalism -vrere disturbing to 

the French GoverrJnent. It bad to put an end to the progress made by the Cameroons 

to-vrards its noble destiny. For that purpose it required an energetic High 

Commissioner. Thus it -vras natural to appoint Mr. Roland PRE -vrho, a.s is kno-vm, 

had steeped French Guinea in blood as High Commissioner of the Cameroons. 

Immediately upon his arrival in the Territory be came to the conclusion 

that nothing but a blood-bath vTOuld arrest the forvrard march of the Cruneroons. 

Thus after declaring to the I,finister that "he 1-ras convinced that the Administratior 

had the means of combatting u"PC activities", he stated at a meeting of Chiefs 

that "if the UPC trend continued it vrould end vli th shooting". ~oreover a 

Colonial Administrator dared. to state that "only a trial of strength would ensure 

the Administration's victory over the U.P.C. ", and the Presse du Cameroun of 

26 l-1ay informed us several days before the incidents ·of notices requesting persons 

possessing firearms to take precautions". 

Hm·rever he required an opportunity for his "trial of strength". He consideree 

that the policy of provocation, incitement and brutality vras the shortest "vray to 

a massacre. All U.P.C. meeting vrere dissolved, active members vTere either 

beaten and injured or arbitrarily arrested, their houses destroyed or burnt dolm; 

the persons responsible for this campaign are armed soldiers, as on the field of 

battle. The vride publicity given to this brutality absolves us ·from further 

comment. Have not the Paris nevrspapers ·Le ~onde, Aspects de France, 

France Observateur • condemned this situation? 
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... 
Tile C81!lpaigJ;l that vTas. undertaken" vras d.~si~ed to bring about a .mas_sacre,. 

'lrhich today has plunged almost . the. entire C!llileroons into . mourning_. . So:j..diers ... 

fro~. the Camer~ons a~d Fr~~ch .Equ~tori~l Af~i~a, ~sing. mod.eJ::n v~~apo~1s. ( ta!fl{S, 

machin~ ~ns, air~raft. a.~d rifle~)opened fire on: a ·.poo·~ p~opl~ vrho . . had only 
' . . -· . ., ' 

sticks a!:lcl machetes to. defend themselves. The dead,, shot in broaO. daylight or 

in the dead of night and burnt, are counted by the hundreds. vJhole built-up . - . ' '. . . . . " --

areas consistiifg of more than .lOO huts are burnt dovrn. The constant. threat of 
. '.' 

mass arrests hangs over the popul~tion. Warrant~ for the arrest of the U.P.C. 
' . . 

leaders have been.issued. 

Today, after pluncing our country into a state of mourning .. unheard of by 

our people and after plundering an innocent people because it vras acti.tlg in 
~ . . 

accordance vTi th the. United. Nations Charte.r, the T-.c1.~steeship Agreements and . the 

Frencl). Constitution, Mr. Roland PRE lrishes to jus~ify his actions by. 1lnf'ounded 

arguments: 

1. Repression of a U.P.C. insurrection 
'. 

VIe vrould. like to knovr vThether IvJr~ Roland. PRE vras. confl1 onted by an · 11 armed 

insurrection" vThen he -vms planning "to use force", -vrhen he vTas planning 41 ShGloting 11 

to uipe out the U.P.C., and vThen he vras maltreating members of the UoP.C. in 

broad daylight and completely un1attrUlly. · 

Can it be said that .there vTas an insurrection-at MBP.NGA -vrhere the .disorders 

vThich resulted in 14 dead and almost 80 -vrounded.. by bullets vrere due entirely· 

to an attempt:by the Administration to dissolve a peaceful meeting 'of the ·U·P~C. 

held on 22 May on premises vThich fully satisfied- :the requirements of the lavr? 

Can it be said that there ·-vras an insurrection at DOUALA, the scene of serious 

incidents 1 vrhere the disorders vr.ere caus~d by tpe Ad!rlinistration·' s 'provocations?· 

·(a) The High.Corrilldssioner organized a meeting of his-henchmen on 22 May, 

on the day vlhen U.P.C. -vras ·to have held its conference, he· brought in soldiers in 

civilian clQthes vrhose task vras to provoke the members of the· U.P.C. on their· 

return and to touch off a violent brawl vlhich vrould require the ihterventic)l1 of 

the police and the army. Can it be said that an insurrection took place vrhen 

carrying out the High Commissioner's plan to the letter Mr. Maah Georges and his 
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men, heaped unpardonable insults on passing members of the U.P.C. (adventurers, 

extremists, communists ••• ) 'l We would like to know vlhether the well-knovm 

e;oldier i-Tearing civilian clothes 1 vTaS suppressing an insurrection when armed 

ui th a machete 1 he began to massacre the niembers of the U .P.c. because in reply 

to insults they said "Rolo.nd Pre1 go home"? We would like to kllovr what the 

soldiers in civilian clothes were G.oing at a meeting of 11 Cameroonians" 1 and 

what vras the purpose of the five lorries full of armed soldiers, which 

contrary to usual practice, were stationed ~ight hundred metres from the premises? 

(b) Are we to be told that there -vras an insurrection in the Nevr-Bell 

district on the same day when at 4 p.m.· a lorry full of armed soldiers stopped 

in front of a hut. and, without any vrarrant 1 tried to arrest a young man who vras · 

eating peacefully. 

(c) We vTOUld like to lmovr whether there vTaS an insurrection in the 

market at Nevr-Bell on 25 Hay i.Jhen soldiers appeared there and pillaged everything? 

When at the end of a carefully prepared campaign of provocation, 

Nr. Roland PRE has massacred the peaceful population of the Cruneroons the 

U.P.C. is made the scapegoat for everything, so that he can justify himself 

before the Unitea Nations ru1d prevent it from listening to the Cameroonian 

people. 

The Cameroonian people have killed Europeans. 

A-lthough the Cameroonian people flung themselves at Europeans and their 

cars at DOU.ALA, it is common knovrledge that this occurred only after ;four 

persons had been killed and about ti-Tenty vrounded .by bullets betHeen 2.30. and 

3 p.m. Moreover, this outburst was only momentary and at about 3.30 p.m. 

'Ihose i<ho managed to escape vTi thdrevr under a hail of bullets to their homes • 

It '1-TOUld be imll for the Prcssc du Cr.r::croun vrhich stated that the first shot 

"was probo..bly fired by a demonstrator" to denounce this outrage; perhaps this 

derr.onstrator was the European policeman '1-rho mm-red down Cameroonio.ns like ripe 

corn. Europeans and. Africans alilm '1-Tere struck by the bullets which showered 

dmm from the AEROPLANE. 
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Has the bt,rining of DouUla c.ccidenta.l'l 
.:.:.::::,:::....;;.:;:.;._......;..;;;.....;.;.;.;.:.;......;...;;.....;:. __ .~. ·-·----

The fire at Nkomondo ·broke out at· about 10 :9 ,m. on FridaJ! 1 27 May 

when under the'curfew it _,ras forbidden-to leave home and vThenguards were 

patrolling the district. Ti1ey reyesJ.ed their presence by .shots 1 which rang out 

from time to time during the fire. How could any person, bmvever i:lold, dare 

to leave his home without r1.1:ming the risk of losing his life or being caught'?· 

Hm1 is it that to this da~l the gua:::-ds lmve never stated ivhat caused the fire? 

No rcusonnblc person lrill believe the lies of the criminal as a result of all 

this unconvincing dece~tion. 

All we know is that what was atteill]?ted during the day 1 and proved 

unsuccessful mving to the vic;iler..ce of the~ peo}?le, had to be acco!nplished during 

. the night when the entire population '.ms for'l,)iddcn to leave their homes. 

Hou can it be -explained t::-:o.t these evonts _occurred simultaneously throughout 

almost the entire Terri to.EZ'l 

This ·Has due to the plan of Mr. Roland PRE who could pot have made sure of 

overcoming the U.P.C. by destro~ring only on of its centres. How juggling -vlith: 

fc~cts, he alleges that a premeditated insurrection -;;ook place, an insurrection 

iolh2.ch1 as vle have seen above, ·Has carried out by his armed force9 1 under his 

pl:::mning 

The number of victims 
---··-----~ 

In order to conceal the people's discontent the Administration has estimated 

the number of persons who flocked t,o the scene. of the Douala massacre at 21000 1 . 

v1hl,ch is not a tenth of _the actual number? Moreover, the persons vlho. flocked 

to the scene represent only an insienifica..."lt :proportion of -:those vTho could 

have come had they not been preventec'l. from doing so by work.. It io useless today 

to close ones eyes to the renli t.y of Cnmeroonio.n nationalism. 

~ shoc.~i.~_::~ think of the Co.mero_~ia..ns ,'l;ho su;:,;ort the cJ..~i~r:r~_activities 

of l·1'r. Rnl:md ;:~~!~?. ---.. ·--
It is ivell known tho.t in dqo.Jndent countries the Ac1ministro.tion never 

censcs to exploit the gullibility of some inC:dgenous inhabitants V:h~,. \lishin~ 

to receive favours or to satisfy thc::r personal ar~bi'f?ions, do riot hesita.te to 
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go against the truth, either through their own activities or by willingly 

affixing their signatures to obviously official texts. We realize that in 

this specific case, by closing their· eyes to the innocent blood shed by 

their compatriots, sacrificed in a just cause 1 a handful of Cameroonians could be 

assembled to support :Mr. Rolancl PHE. The recc.:uiting campaign is already in full 

svTing. But we are convinced that this stratagem vrill surprise nobody and 

He remain convinced that the United nations is 1-rell avrare that under a French 

colonial administration it is practically impossible to reach a unanimous 

decision on problems involving the aut:1ori t:!.es. · Accc:.:dingl~r 1 we hope that 

attention will be· paid only to the overwhe1!r.in(5 majority of Cr.;.1eroonians who 

disapprove of Mr. Roland PRE's policy;, 

It is clear therefore frcm tne preceding observations that the allegation 

of a U .P.c.. insurrection is completely unfounded and that the methods used to 

conceal ~x. Roland PRE 1s heinous crime are debasing and humiliating. 

Our association, as 1-rc have stated above, does not receive directions from 

any political party, or support nny existing movement. Our support of the 

U.P.c •. and our hostile attitude to the Administration in this specific 

case· is based only on a desire to tell the truth, a truth which must be 

proclaimed because the future of all of us is threatened. 

We realize that the French policy of integration in the Cameroons is on 

the brink of success, to the detriment of the Cameroonian people, yearning for 

liberty. We are convinced that if the United Nations treats the recent 

massacres vrith indifference> the i:ptegrc..tion of the Cameroons as a colony in the 

French Republic will be inevitable. The people's representatives have been 

annihilated, the people wealm:ned and tr..reatened by rece::1t events 1 the indigenat 

system restored, and nothing more stands in the way of the realization of 

France 1 s plan. That is the r8-ll purpose of the recent massacres; that is the 

drama behind our fate; that is vlhy 1-1e are conpelled to cry out for help to all 

Free Nations while there is still time. 

Hr • Roland PRE is alread:/ organizinr; demo.:.1stro.tions to celebrate the 

maintenance by force of Franc~ in the c~~eroons. He is already proclaiming 

tha.t the U .p.c. ho.s been checked o.nd formally prohibitc membership in that party 

(Conference of Ne\-T-Bell of 51 M.:!.Y 1955). 
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He therefore think that if the United Nations is aiv-are of its responsibilities 

toivards the peoples of the. Trust Territories and if it intends to retain its 

prestige and respect its own institutions, then the tirr.e has come for it to 

prove it by doing justice to th~ Cameroonian people who are in mourning and 

apprehensive about their future. 

vie consider that the three i'ollmving steps must be taken if the problem is 

to be solved: 

(1) ·A special visiting miss:i.on should be sent out i·Tithout delay to 

study the situation on the spot in order to ascertain the true state of affairs. 

(2) The immediate repatriation of the ?resent High Corr~issioner. of the 

Cameroons, suspension of the proceedings against the leaders of the U.P.C. 

and the unconditional release of persons arbitrarily arrested, who in the 

present circumstances are the only persons vTho could receive the coming mission. 

(3) A study of the steps to be taken for the achievement of our 

independence • 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

(signed) Dall~ Moukoko R~my 

(Chairman) 

(signed) Makoube :&nmanuel 

(Vice-Chairman) 

(signed) Tchounda Takala Conrad 

(Treasurer) 

(signed) Edem~ Celestin 

(Assistant Treasurer) 

For the Association, 

The Office of the Executive Corr~i ttee·. 

(signed) Mbassi Edjenguel~ Jonns 

(Secretary) 

(signed) Makani Hubert 

(Assistant Secretary) 

(signed) ICona Albert 

(Member) 

(signed) Tengassa P. Benott 

(Member) 

(signed) Ndjie Logo 

(Member) 




