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DoUALA; 27 April 1955 

The Secretary-General of the _Uni tcd Nations, 

New York .(USA) 

Sir: 

Once again I take the liberty of sending you a p0tition concerning 

the violent policy of sanguinary repression beirig carried out in the Cameroons. 

That policy has been intensified by the French Go,vern;r, ~oland PRE,i wh~ . 

cannot f'orgi ve our people fo;- proclaiming their patriotism with more and more · . . . ' .· . ' - . . . ,. 

determination .each d,ay. Governor Roland PRE has becc;m1e an expert in repressive 
. , . . • . ' ,• •. • • ! 

measures, which he Qrga~izes or instigates during his ~any, spectacular tours. 

On_ Sunday, 24 April _1955, a large delegati_on went to Bafoussam , from 
' - . 

DOUALA to organize a meeting to lend solemnity to the ceremony of raising . th~ ._ 

United Nations --flag. That flag _had been damaged on 8 April by a band of · ., · 
I ' • I '> 

hirel:j.ngs· acting for t1:e colonialists, who are doing everything in their .. 
. . ~ . 

power to prevent the indigenous inhabitants from reaJizing that their country 
• •• I , / , 

is .under the ·International Trusteeship. System. _, These same hirelings, who · 
. - • • • • • . • i ' .. , • . 

tore dmm the. United Nations flag ox;i 8 April and tri~d to ki:1.1 our _comr~d_cs, 
., ' I , • ' > • ' • ' • ·. • •• • • ' 

. ' .. : 

Ruben UM NYOBE and Abel KINGUE, at MBOUDA, r ~t~ned to t~e ~barge and, , this _time, 

simply stole tl:w . international orgt;ni~9-:f;ion 19 emolelJ}. , From .the protection 
1 , - . , • 

which they -are, enjoying in the, town, i-t is , pot hard.- to guess to_ whom they 
. . ' •. . . ~ 

J)roudly deli_ver-ed ,_~he .booty. Th~_s . -:t;i~e, ._.t~ere ar:e : _sever.al _signs i? . ~av_our ~-~-

the carner,oonilltl J?CQ;I?lct, who .do: not, t_hink .that ;the. Administrati~n woU:1-d have, , 
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a free hand in fabricating such provocative incidents. The operations were 

directed by an official ( clerk of the court), NINTCHEU Jean-Baptiste, whose 

close relations with those in adL1inistrati ve circles are well lmown. The 

lce.dcrs were cruelly beaten and their huts were destroyed and looted. This 

sanGuinary incident left eighteen wo1:,1t1ded. Five persons had been wounded 

the day before at Mciganga, during similar incidents. And in Meiganga, 

as in Bafoussam, Roland PRE hnd held secret meetings w:i.th his confederates -

undoubtedly to give them further instr'..lctions. Ho time was lost in putting 

pressure on the postal employee::; in BAFOUSSAM and when our comrades tried to 

send telegrams of protest to DOU.Al,A and the United nations, they were politely 

told: 11The lines are out of order". Hastening to exploit these events,. 

Radio-pressc alleged that these incidents at Bafoussa.m had taken place because 
11 the Bamilckes are opposed to the UPC". It was for that purpose thay tpey tried . 

to stir up strife among the Africans. But the Cameroonian people can no 

longer be deceived. 

At Douala, the headqunrtcrs of the UPC and the honies of the leaders were . 

searched on 19 and 26 April, in extremely illegal circumstances. Need we 

add that the searches were carried out in the presence of a large band of 

soldiers armed to the teeth!!! That is the atmosphere in which-the Cameroonian 

people are livinG, but they will pursue their dogged struggle for their cc;nmtry 1s 

irrJUediatc UNIFICATION and INDEPENDENCE, for that is the only way they can 

rid themselves of a regime of misery, looting and cruel r epression~ · 

And tlmt is 1rhy the Cameroonian people, who welcome the resolutions adopted 

at the BANDU!\G Conference in support of the colonial and dependent countries, 

remain convinced that the United Nations will give serious attention to 

their struggle and their protests against the Trusteeship Council's extravagant 

praise of the French Government, which seems to find in that praise an 

encoun:igeme;nt for its backward policy. The Ca.mcroonian . people draw the · 

attention of the United Nations to the fact that it will be assured of !'.eceiving 

accurate information and of acting-in the higher interests of the indigenous 

people if. it appoints to the next Visiting Mission only objective representatives, 

not representatives ·who, in a spirit of kinship with the Colonial Powers, would 
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come to the Territory merely to extol the -Government's repressive policy,, 

paying but slight attention to the freely expressed wishes of the Cameroonian 

:patriots. For blood was spilled in Bafoussam because, above all, we wanted . to tell 

our fellow citizens that the United Nations was adopting resolutions in support . 

of the inhabitants of the Trust Territories. There would be great disappointment 

if the next Visiting Mission did not heed our protests but chose instead to 

follow in the footsteps of those who in 1952 took a clearly pro-colonialist 

:position. 

I have the honour to be etc. 

{Signed) NJOUNKAM Etienne 

P.O. Box No. 455, 
Douala, .Cameroons. 




