GEGN.2/2019/59

12 February 2019

Original: English

United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

2019 session

New York, 29 April-3 May 2019

Item 16 of the provisional agenda*

Writing systems and pronunciation (Working Group on
Romanization Systems)

Sami writing systems in Sweden

Summary**

In Sweden there are four officially recognized Sami orthographies: North Sami,
Lule Sami, South Sami and Ume Sami. The full report contains information on the
new orthography developed for the Ume Sami language by experts in 2016. This
writing system is now used in all contexts, and it is gradually being introduced in, for
example, maps of the Ume Sami area in Sweden. The report also includes a discussion
on an official writing system for Pite Sami.
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