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Hew York 

Sir, 

Douala Y 21.June 1955 

I beg to sublTlit the following ~or yoU'l:' sympathetic consideration. 

Conditions in the Cameroons are. such that the Administration of High 

Corranissioner Roland Pre, in line with its plan to stamp out by armed force the 
' . 

movement of the Union des Populations du Cameroun, started off by the incidents 

of Bafoussam, Meiganga and Mbanga a week before the arrival in the Carri.ercons of 

M. Tei tgen, Minister for the. Colonies. Those incidents were provoked by the 

Administration, which had been breaking 'L'P private meetings of the UPC by force. 

At all those posts, the police and military had stirred up disturbances, tortured 

people by beating them with rifle butts, hauled so□e off to prison and seriously 

wounded others. 

On Sunday 15 May 1955, on the occasion of the opening of Wouri bridge, in 

the :presence of M. Teitgen, the police and lTlilita.ry had decided to brt:ak up a 

big UPC meeting to be held at the same tine as the opening of the bridge. The 

Cameroonian people, in their determination to go forward towards immediate 

unification and independence, had refused to ta.lee part in _the celebration because . 

it was a purely political manoeuvre. But .on that day, the police and military 
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were massed in front of "Les Porti{lues11 and cou:!..d not move from the spot. It is 

not known whether the UPC v1as merely fortunate or whether the Minister feared he 

might be blamed, for he closes his eyes when such events occur in his presence. 

i-fnen, on 22 May, the Minister left, the chef de ~1uarti~ Mbok Vincent called 

a meeting as a provocation for the pur:pose of continuing and intensifying the 

repressive measures. At that meeting: police and milita~y disguised as civilians 

were ::present, and a bloody campaign of repression against the Cameroonian people 

was begun. 

From 25 r•ia.Y, the repression reached its climax: the tmm of Douala was 

bombed by an aircraft, there ·was machine-gun. fire eve::.·ywhere, and tanks patrolled 

the whole tmm. It would be a mistake to estir:iate the num"oer of dead in Douala 

'.:.lone at over a thousand, for the dead ·we::ce buried or thrown into the water, and 

only the UPC which has a. record of the members of its corwni ttees can check and 

give an accurate figure. A curfew was orc.ered by the High Corr.missioner, who had 

notices distributed ordering all persons, white or black, off the streets between 

the hours of 7 in the evening and 6.30 in the lliorning. Persons failing to 

observe the curfm, would be shot without warning. That uas a suitable tirne for 

the administration to set fire to the UPC office and the surrounding houses. 

Repressive measures are still being enforcGd in Douala and throughout the 

Cameroons: any persons suspected of s~1:1:;atbizins with the UPC are being arrested 

and thrown into :prison. The Chiefs and the co:mr.mndo leaders v1ho are in the van 

of the forces of repression are continuin-; to hold meetings across the public 

thoroughfares with the object of assaul tinr; pasfocrs-by. The whole of the 

r!ameroons is living in an intolera1:)le atr.10s:phere of terror and insecurity. 

Political opponents of the Administr~ticn are continuing to be deported to Mokolo, 

Fort-fo.my and Ubangi without tricl to s~rve terms :rnnging from 2 to 10 years. 

We now ccme to the Babimbi case, the stage which these bloody events have 

reached at this writing. 

Let us begin with the con:r::.e1·cial cer.tre of Songmbengue, which was very badly 

damaged. Unarmed Cameroonians ·were fired u1;cn. It ·was forbidden to· cross the 

Sanaga River from 26 No.y to 11 June 1955. The dan:age to Songmbengue, apart from 

the dead, inc:udes looting and destr~ct~on of all the shops and pillaging and 

demolition of the houses. Only the fei-1 surVivors can esti:ciate tl1e extent of 

of their losses. 
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The case of :Ndogmbog is quite dreadful. Ndogmbog is a :arge village where, 

on that day, a big traditional meeting of Babimbi from all parts of the country 

was being held. During the meeting, they we~4 e encircled by armed troops which 

had come from Edea. More than four thousand were killed, among them, seven 

eninent persons from Logkat who could easily be recngnized• They were: 

1. Tembten Nsougui 
2. Yomkil Bile 
3. Sende Binyamb 
4. Tob Ngwem 
5. Bindje Diko 
6. Semba Nyom 
7. Maemble 

That is how the repression is carried out at Songmbengue, Ndogr.ibog, Ngar::ibe, 

I,:andjab and elsewhere and the police have decided. to be quartered there. That, 

roug.½ly, is the situation in the Camer0ons. 

The Cameroonian people, at least those who survived the events of the 

22nd to the 29th May, place their trust in you and beg you to hasten the immediate 
' unification and independence of the Caneroons, and to send a mission of enquiry 

to investigate the losses suffered by the people who shall join us in raising 

the UPC flag and giving new life to our movenent, which has been so weakened by 

the prosecution of its active members. I wish to inform you that an oil well 

15 kilometres from Douala was deliberately set on fire by the colonialists because 

they were not capuble of operating it. 

We are at your disposal and we welcome your assistance to a suffering people. 

The prisoners of Douala, Yaounde, Nl.:onsa11ba, Ngar::be, Edea, Eseka, Mbanga and the 

d'.::portees of Mokolo, Fort Lamy, and Ubangi Chari cry out for help. 

Our leac.ers who have flerl to the fareat fcstnesses., and the women and 

child~en, their houses pillaged or destroyed, a~e perishing from all kinds of 

l1ardships. 




