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LETrER TELEGRAM 

The Secretary~General of the United Nations 
New York 

Herewith succinct account of biased policy applied in Cameroons 
by High Cor.wissioner. Roland Pre. 

I. Concentration ot UPC leade~s at Douala as soon as he arrived in the 

Cameroons. 

II• . Visit to Bami_leke Region., North Cameroons., to restore to the traditional 

and hereditary chiefs the feudal power they had in ancient times; with 

advice not to follow youth.movements which call for independence. 

III. Lowering of the price of Ca~roonian products on the pretext that the UPC 

is urging the independence of the Cameroons. 

IV. L~gal proceedings against UPC and JDC leaders, press campaignµ, banning. 

V • Repeated searches of' UPC office, ransacking of leaders 1_ homes •. 

VI. Police repression, dispersal by armed force of UPC meetings on private . 

premises, arrests in pu'c:lic :;::,laces on various pretexts. ·. 

VII. Corruption of chiefs and officials with his}l-soimding promises of medals, 

licences to sell alcoholic d:rinks, permits to purchase ~ire-arms. 

·l:t Note by the Secretariat: This communication was sent from Paris, France. 
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VIII. UPC legal actions dismissed at the whim of the examining magist~ate, 

\tl10 is a creature cf the regime, so that grounds may finally be discovered 

for accusing the UPC. 

IX. Formation of troops of' mercen~ries, with assurance of administrative 

in:v:unity, finance, support of arm~d forces, incladiug the Bafoussam troop 

known as the RPC, under the leadership of' Mocllemi Andre and Niecheu Jean, 

assistant clerlc of the Bafoussam court; this troop was coneratulated oy 

High Corrwlissioner Roland Pre in the Con:eroonian press of 5 and 6 Nay 

after the violence at Bafoussam, wben it first went into action. 

X. Foster African opposition by opposing determined and enereetic perscns 

to the UPC; see the series of distui1 bances at MEGM!"GA, MAROUA, MBAHGA. 

Violence and atten:pts on the lives of UPC leaders, boundless provocation 

by cat's-paws of' the aclministration. 

XI. Make life in:possible for UPC. members: looting, wide-spread destruction, 

five-fold taxes for UPC n:.eillbers; finally, in order to i'orce them to 

shut up phop, refusal of transport permits to progressives owning motor 

vehicles. 

XII. Transfer of officials: arbitrary assif.7ll!lents, threats of no promotion, 

dimnissals for their politic al views. Accordine; to. them oi'ficials are 

not supposed to have any politics. 

:XIII. Increase in the number·or police stations, when children have no schools 

and the sick no hospitals. 

XIV. IlleGal arrests of lenders, issue of warrants for their arrest without 

justification as they know that without the leaders the population will 

be intimidated and it will be possible to stuff' the Nission with baseless 

lies and use cat's-paws to talk nonsense to the Visitine Mission, which 

should sound public opinion on their country's problem. 

XV• · Amo.lcamation of puppet parties which exist_ only on pnpei~ to form a band · 

of cut-throats called the 11Fl•ont national". 

XVI• War: when he ran out of legal arguments and smr that he was isolated fron 

the people, who do not accept a policy of bloodshed, Hich Corr..Jllissioner 

Roland Pre unleashed a filthy war in the Cnrr:eroons. On 23 and 21~ May, 

military aircraft kept on arriving from French Equatorial Africa and 
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on 25 May, they began the butchery. On the ground and from the air 

showers of bullets f'ell upon unarmed and innocent victims, -who were 

killed by thousands. 

XVII. Mass arrests and deportations of Cameroonians. 

XVIII. Postal repression: the post office and radio sta+,ions hold up all 

the incom;i.nc and outgoing communications of the Cameroonian progressive 

movements. Rail and road traffic interrupted for a whole week. 

XIX • A scandal when the Camero ons are living in grief and terror, the question 

of buying Douala airport has been raised again, in the form of a 
' ninety-year lease. Everyone lmows that this is the gateway by which 

people enter and leave our country and we refuse to agree to the 

gateway to our country being sold or leased to anyone, and no.one can 

sell it or lease it as he pleases. 

XX. Expulsion of' many students f'rom the schools in the Territory on the 

pretext that "They are mixed up in politics 11
• Intimidation, thl"eats, 

terror on every side. 

So much injustice in the Cameroons ••• 

The Carc.eroonian people aslt only f'or the UIUFICATIOll and INDEPENDEJJCE of 

their country, in accordance with the United Nations Chart~r, the Universal 

Declaration of' Human Rights and the Trusteeship Agreements. 

The United Nations Charter is being trampled underfoot and the Universal 

Declaration of' Human Rights crumpled. up. 

Let international justice mal:e itself heard. 

The Carueroonian people therefore call upon the United Nations to establish 

a permanent United Nations commission in the Cameroons to end the ~resent 

unstable situation. in the Territory.· 

Douala, 30 June 1955 

(Signed) 



T/PET.5/805 
English 
Page 4 

IillMAGNI SADRA~K_y 
c/o P.O. Box .:,3 
New-Bell, Douala 

Sir, 

,. 
Douala, 6 July 1955 

The Secretary-General-of the United Nations 
New York 

In the present letter, I am takinG the liberty of informing the United 

Nations of the following :'acts: 

Since the-arrival of High Coll'.Illissloner Roland Pre, at the beginning of this 

year, the Can:eroons has been living throug.h an unparalleled peripd of ferocity. 

It is well· l:nown that, as soon as he was appointed High Commissioner of the 

Cameroons, Roland I're swore to chop off the head of the Union des populations 
/ 

du Can:eroun ( Careeroonian People's Union); tbat is why he . is so busy dashing round 

on his mm all over the Cameroons to corrupt chiefs and persons who are tempted 

by money, medals or ootor cars: see. how the chiefs become tyrants, according to 

instructions and with the assurance of administrativ.e in:m'.lDity; the chiefs are 

authorized to act tyrannically tmrards UPC rr.en:bers; what leeal remedy is ·there 

acainst such a chief? !-~e is sure of support from the Administration; all he bas 

to do is to go to a c-0J.o::.1i:il law court and say behind the scenes, "My oponent is 

a n:.-en:ber of t~1e UPC", .:.inci. th~ statement is considered clear and enough for the 

person to be :::.cc1 lseu. 

Instead of T2VJ '1 ::.:it:; lcve amon~ the C;.ur:eroonian people, Roland Pre I S 

GOVernmer.t st:':..i'1.cs L.·rc mid. t~.11d.~.es hatred. 

Tro01Js of mc::rccy,m::.i.es are orinc formed ever:ywhere with the assurance of 

adr:iinist2·nt.ive ~r::.mu:1it~,, fir •. :mcc, armed support and. lorries as a means of 

transport at their dis:::,osal... The RPC troop at B::tfoussam, which was responsible 

±'or the violent incidents there on 24 April; as in war-tirrc, this troop carried 

out wide-spread destruction in the Bafoussam Subdivision and then went off by 

lorry to do the san:e work of wide-spread destruction in the Bafang Suodivision. 

To sum up, the French Gove~nrr:ent is fighting desperately against the 

unification and inderendence of our country; because the UPC is demanding the 

y Hate by the Sec::..·etariat: This coILin.1..'.!lication was sent from Paris, France. 
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imn:ediate unification and independence of the Cru:ceroons, the colonialists are . ' ~ . 

doing their utmost and using every possible means of facing the UPC with 

determined and energetic people; so that the members will find life unbearable 

as Hubert suggested. 

That is why violent attacks have to be made on the UPC leaders; legal 

proceedings are taken against them, warrants for their arrest are issued 

illegally. Proceedings are taken aga;Lnst all the progressive move!llents ~ 

the Cameroons, merely because they are deeply attached to their country and urge 

its immediate unification and independence. 

In 1952, when the Cameroonian people had the honotn" to be heard by the 

United Nations, through the UPC, the colonialists, hearing the phrase 

"unification and independence" of the Carceroons, mediately began to raise 

all kinds of difficulties to prevent V.ir. Um Uyobe, the Cameroonian people's 

representative, from going to the United Nations. 

As they could not. stop him by raising all these difficul~ies, they got t;,ti;, 

big liars to oppose Mr. UM NYOBE, but they could do nothing against the truth •... 
·-• 

From that time on, the French Government used slighting remarks to decry the 
.. . . 

great Cnmeroonian people ~s movement. Everywhere you heard "they are :malcontents, 
• ' • "' > L • 

they are just a handful of failures, ext~emists, agitators. troubl~-makers, 
• J • • ,. 

and finally communists !I; this' apparently. is, as . rar . as they have got. . We tell 

the colonialists on~: more· that the UPC, w~i~h is t~e people'~ movement in..t~e 

Carr.eroons' is far from communist; but are -the com:nunists . criminals? And WhE!,t 
. ' ' . ' . .. ; -. ;· ' ' •' ,• .. 

crin:.e have they committed which comes up to the colonialistsf'l 

A~ early as 24 Apri;J. 1955, immediately after.the p~biic~tion of the joint 

proclamation ·of the progressive m~verr.ents of the Cameroons ccncerning the 

iimr.ed.iate unific~tion and independence of our country, which w~s adopted 

unanimously by the Cameroonian people_, the" terrified colonialists dropped the 

Hubert plan in favour of the Barnicau plan (between the Adniinistration and the 

UPC, a trial of strength Js the only way) • 

The disturbances of 24 April 1955 at Bafou.ssam were followed by those at , 

Meganga, Maroua, f,fuanga, and all over the Territory, and finally. there was WAR. 

On 23 and 24 May, military aircraft kept orriving from French Equatorial Africa, 

and on 25 ·May, there was wide-spread butchery; on the ground and from the air, 
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bullets were showere4 upon the peaceful Cameroonian people, who died by thousands 

on their native soil. OH II justice; an uneq_ual combat, an army against innocent 

and unarmed people". Thousands are suffering from their wounds all over the 

Territory, hundreds of Cameroonians have been carried off by plane, no one 

knows where; numberless Cameroonians, who were arrested and imprisoned during 

this Wa!', are gro~ing under fr {ghtful beatings. 

Look at the __pillage, the unparalle_led destruction; the head office and 

the either offices or· the UPC all over the Territory have been burned; student.s 

have been expelled in great numbers and ·several have even been arrested; 

officials have been dismissed because of their political views·. 
. . 

We call for the cancellation of the warrants for the arrest of the leaders 

of the progressive movements of the Cameroons, and the .. release of the patriots 
. .. 

who have been arrested and imprisoned. 

The Cameroonian people reaffirm their support of the UPC, the United Nations 

Charter, the universal declaration of the right of ~eoples to self-determination 

and the Trusteeship Agreements. 

The Cameroonian people £ully approve the content of the joint proclamatio~ 

of the progressive m?vements of the Cameroons, advocating the immediate 

unification and independence of the'Cnmeroons. 

We respectfully urge that ·an important.permanent commission of the United 

Nations should be · immediately ~·stablisbed in the Cameroop.s to constitute a 

provisional gover~Jnt and leeislative bodies, and establish justice and security 

in the Territory of the Careeroons. 
. . ' 

He hope that the international body will make the truth kno;m about tµ.e 
. " 

situation in the Cameroons, and the complaint against the French Government lodged 

with the Security Councii by the Cameroonian people through the UPC. 

MY RESPECTS TO THE MEMBERS 

(Signed) 




