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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The role of world public opinion in promoting the cause of disarmament was
emphasized in 1978 in the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
ceneral Assembly (resolution S-I0/21. Paragraph I5 of the final Document states.'

"It is essential that not onl-y Governments but also the peoples of the
world recognize and understand tne dangers in the recent situation. In order
that an international conscience may develop and that world public opinion may
exercise a posit.ive influence, the United Nations should increase the
dissemination of information on the armaments race and disarmament with the
full co-operation of Member States. "

Paragraph 99 of that document further states..

ItIn order to mobilize world public opinion on behalf of disarmament, the
specific measures ..., designed to increase tne dissemination of information
about the armaments race and the efforts to halt and reverse it, should be
adopted. "

2. Tbe General Assembly, in resolution 35/152 I ot 12 December 1980, requested
the Secretary-General Lo carry out, with the assistance of a small group of
experts' a study on t,he organization and financing of a World Disarmament
Campaign. The st,udy was submitted to the Assembly at its thirty-sixth session bryr

the Secretary-General (A/36/458, annex). The study emphasized ,'the imporLance of
mobilizing public opinion in support of disarmament, so that it may exert a
positive influence towards the achievement of meaningful and effective disarmament
measures" (ibid., p. 3, para. 3). The experts further underlined the need to
involve as many segments of the worldrs population as possible in this exercise and
outlined the catalytic part that the gnited Nations could play on a world-wide
basis, in a balanced, factual and objective manner. After discussion of the study,
the Assembly adopted resolution 36/92 of 9 December 1981, inter alia, conmending
the content and conclusion of the study and requesting the Secretary-General to
transmit it for appropriate decision to the second special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament.

3. The issue of tne Campaign was extensively discussed at the Preparatory
@mmittee for the Second Special Session of the General 4ssembly Devoted to
Disarmament, which recommended that the President of the special session should
launch the Campaign at the opening meeting of the session, following a formal
decision to that effect. lrl

4. After undertaking t,he appropriate consultations, the President of the special
session launched tne Campaign at tne session's first meeting, on the understanding
that, the Secretary-General would submit, at a later date during the session,
an outline for the Campaign. The SecreLary-General presented such an outline
(A/S-L2/27) which, together with the afore-mentioned study and pertinent vi.ews
of Member States, became the basis for discussions at the special session. The
deliberations of the special session culminated in an agreed texL, inter alia,
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requesting the secretary-ceneral to submit to ehe General Assenbry at itsthirty-seventh session the specifics, of such a programne lA/s-L2/32, annex v).Accordingly, the secretary-ceneral is submitting ttre present report.

II. GENERAL FRAITIEWORK

5. This section, which deals with the general frarnework of the @lpaign, is basedon the text agreed to at the second special session of the General Assembly devotedto disarmament and the documents referred to in paragraphs I to 4.

6' rhe world Disarmament carpaign has three primary purposes.. to inform, to
educate and to generate public understanding and support ior the objectives of the
unit'ed Nations in the field of arns linitation and disarmament as stated in tbeFinal Document adopted at, the first gpecial session devoted to disarnament, witnpart'icular reference to t,he priorities and measures set out in its programme ofAction, the decisions taken at the second special session, the views eipressed oy
llember States, and the reconmendations in the Declaration of the l9g0s as the
Second Disarmament Decade.

7' The united Nations system, Member states with respect for their sovereignrights, and otber botlies, in particuLar non-governmentll organizations, aII havethei'r'r61e to play in acnieving tne objectives of the canpaign.

8. The camPaign will focus prinarily on five major costituencies, namelyr electedrepresentatives, media" non-governnental organizations, educational communities andresearch institutes.

9. The canpaign should be carried out in all regions of the world in a balanced,factual and objective manner.

l'0. the universality of the carnpiiign ehduld b€ guaranteed by the co-operation andparticipation of atl States and bi the widest po si,ble dissernination of informationard unfuapeded access for all sectors of tne pubtic to a broad range of information
and opinions'on questions of arms limltation and disarmament, and the dangersr€latihg to aLt aspects of the arms race and war, in particular nucl".. i.r.
Ilr l[elftber states wi'l1 be e'ncourEEed to co-operate with the uhitdd Nations toenshre a bettset fldw of information with iegard to th6 various aspecls ot
distrrnaiDerit arid !o avoid dissemination of false anil tendentious information. Incarrying out t'he caq)aign, enphasis will be placed oh the relationship betweendiaarnament and international security arid uet*eetr disarmarnent andl development,given t'he b€nefits that could be derived from the reduction of niLitary outlays andthe realJ-ciiatibn of released resourbes for srbcio-economic developnent. rn thisregarcl' the cailpatgh should prouide ah opportunity for discussion and debate in allcoirntries on alt points of view rerating to disarmangnt issues, objectives andconditions. lhe C:Imflaign wirl encourage bilateral and mul.tilaterar exchanges onthe basis of ieciprodity and mutual agreement and give the widest possibledissemination to suclr exchanges, for exanple, among government officials, experts,
aeademicians and jourrialists of different countries.
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L2. the gnited Nations will provide the substance of information for, and

generally co-ordinate, the implementation of the World Disarnament CanPaign which :

snouta be carried out at the global, regional and naEional levelE under the
auspices of the United Nations.

13. The canpaign is designed to facilitate and complement existing programmes of
information, research, education and training in the areas of disarnrament' Tbe

promotion of such programmes will be encouraged, particularly in the developilS
countries, and the United Nations and its agercies wiII be inEtrumental in this
Process.

14. The United Nations information and education activit,ies, conducted in
accordance witn the purposes and principles of t,he Charter of the United Nations,
must be global in scope and coneent, and will use those means of conmuniclEiel 

.

which are most appropriate in reaching the largest number of people. Although the
means of informing and educating may vary fron region to region, the basic thrust
of the activit,ies for the Campaign should be egually effective in all regions of
the world.

15. Every effort will be made to ensure an eguitable and t,imely distribution of
materials in accordance with the principle of conducting the Campaign on a

universal basis. In tnis regard, tne United Nations information centres and other
field offices will play a Key role in enlisting support for disarmament at the
regional and subregional level and will oe actively involved in carrying out Che

calEraign at the local level. The information centres will give the sidest possible
dissenination to tne materials for distribution, particularly anong those countries
where tne existing facilities are not adeguately utilized or eguiPPedr bearing in
mind tne special needs of the developing countries in this resPect.

lG. The Campaign will give full consideration to the role of mass media as the
most effective way to acnieve wide access to the public trith a view to Promoting a

climate of undersianding, confidence and co-operation conducive to peace and

disarmament.

lZ. The secretary-General will make every effort to ensure that the appropriate
resources - nrr"n, financial and material - available within tne United Nations
system are adeguately co-ordinated in order to further the objectives of the World

Disarmament CamPaign.

18. Taking into account the existing mechanisms of co-ordination and in view of
the need for reinforcing co-ordination, the Centre for Disarmanent ctill provide tne
central guidance in co-ordinating the World Disarmament @mpaign activities within
the united Nations system and in maintaining liaison with the governmental and'

non-goverrunental organizations and research institutes. Tne Centre will also
prouia. the substance of the information material to be disseminated in t'he

irplementation of the CamPaign.

19. Within the Canpaign, the Department of Pub1ic Information of the United
Nations will play ils role, as assigned by the General Assembly, in utilizing it's
expertise and relources in public information to ensure its maxinum effectivenegs.
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20- rn view of the ongoing activities of the united Nations Educationar,scientific and orltural organization (uNEs@) in promoting disarmament educationas a dist,irEt fietd of studyr uNES@, in co_ordination with t,he @ntre forDisarnament' will have appropriate tasks within its field of compet,ence infulfilling the objectives of the Campaign.

2l' The secretary-Generar will subrnit, at each subseguent regular session of theGieneral Rssembly for its revier, a report on the imprementation of the worldDisarmanent @mpaign during the preceding year and will convey to the gssemblythe relevant views of the Advisory Board on Disarnament studies, taking intoaccount the tasks the Assenbly rnay further entrust to it.

III. PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES FOR 1983

22' The caq)aign wirl have to be implemented on the basis of a rong-termstrategy. various activities - governmental, non.governmental and unitedN'ations-initiated - would forn integral parts of a comprehensi.ve exercise to beconducted over an extended period of timl. The success of the campaign willgreatry depend on the extent of tne active and materiar support of Member statesand co-operation of non-governmental organizations.

23' The specific activities proposed to be conducted in 1gg3 have been selectedprinarily on the basis of three criteria.. their immediate impact, multipl.iereffect and their abtlity to be carried out without extensive preparation. plansfor activities in 1984 and Deyond wirl be formulated in the rigni-"i-.-"rro"rltrariabres, such aE the experi-nces with the campaign in 19g3, the degree ofteq'onsiveness of the target const,ituernies, support by @vernments, results ofco-oPeration within tne united Nations system ana witn- non-goverrunentalorganizations, human and material resources available, and io on.

24' Rrrauant to a requeEt b!, the General Assembly, the centre for Disarmament herdlnfornar consultations on the r9s3 programme rrith t,hose agerrcies, prograrnmes anddepartments of the united Nations, in particular the Departnent of public
rnformation, which are at present undertaking activitiei relevant to disarmament.
25' As a result of these consultations, the folrowing programme of act,ivities isproposed by the secretary-General for 1983, suoject to availability of funds. rtshould, however, be pointed out that a number of activities within the framework ofthe caq)aign have been carried out in 1982 after its launching by the secondspecial session devoted to disarmanent.

26' The financiar aspects of the proposed programme are discussed in more detailin part fV below.

27. Listed below are the activities which the United Nations, in co-operationrlth uember states and non-governnental organizations, could, inter alia, undertakeln 1983, together with thos. tt.t will be ixprorea Jrliig-.i. ffrr". or rhe yearfor f,uture implementation. rt is inportant io note, however, that, the carryaignaB envisaged by Metnber states is structured in sucn a way that uember states and
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non-.governmental organlzatlons can undertake, on their own, certain tlpes of

activities to corylement those undertalcen by the tnited Nations' In this
connection, reference is made to various paragraPhs of the-@ncluding Document

@/s-L2/32, annex V) r for l'nstance' p"r"grapr, 10, which calls for errcouragen€nt of

bilateral and multilateral excnanges- ot [n. basis of reciprocity and mutual

agreement and for the ridest possiote dissenination of such exchanges' and

paragraph 19, containlng a liit of possible activities which reads as follows"

,..., the holding of a world conference on t,he rore of mass media; institutirq
a courrcil oi-coisctences rripreseiiting eminent Personalitles in the spiritual'
scienti{ic, culturar and ptritoso,pnicit tierd; world-wide action for couecting
signatures in favoUr of measures to prevent a nuClear wart -curb 

the arnE racet

and for disarnamenti installing in tne United Nations the documentation and

materials corrcerning JaPanrs aiomic exPeriences; banning of war noeies and war

toysi televising or disseminating in other effecEive ways' addresses and

discussionsbyworldstatesmenofvariousregionsandphi1osoPhiesiand
disserninating in an unhindered way a range of relevant materials provided b!'

@vernmentr ina recognized international studies institutes"'

2g. The proposed prograNne for 1983 is divided into f ive areas of activity"
(l) United NationJ infornation materialsr' (2) InterPersonal connunication'

seminars, trainingi (3) Special events' (4) Prrblicity programmei and

(5) United Nations field offices.

l.

These materials riII
quantities and languages,

1.1 Publications

1.1.1

1.1. 2

r.1. 3

uniFed nqtion? information materials

be Sroduced in an apPropriate format, and in sufficient
to meet CamPaign needs:

InstitutionalrefdrencematerialsrsuchasthenYearbook'ofthe
United Nationsr, trEveryoners united NaEions', r'Basic Facts about

the tmited Nationsx, "gnited Nations in Briefo, trUniEed Nationst
rr"g. and neaLitY', trunited Nations ry?y (suggestions for'
Sp"ir.rs1 i, and ilire uN clrroniclen, will carry disarmament

related issues.

rhe Disarmament yearbooK, the studies and the fact sneets will be

,"a.ffir quantieies in tne official ranguageE of
the @neral Assembly.

An update of the publication 'runited Nations versus tne Arms

Racer, including in. outto*g of the second special session

devoted to disarmament, wiII be produced'
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1.1.4 Effortswillbemadetoseekgoverrrmentalandnon-governnent,al
sponsors for issuing unit'ed Nations information materials in
l-anguages other tfran tne official languages of the General

Assembly.

The periodical nDisarmament{ will atterpt to be more effective in
reaching opinion-nakets in all regions' As Part of its
developmenl, its content and sgyle will be revised and it will be

issued four times a Year.

Tne Final Document of, the first special session-of the General

Assembly devoted to disarmament and the concluding Document of
tneseconaspecialSession,aswellaSverbatlmrecordsofthe
general debate, will be available in all official languages of
cn. Ger,etal Assembly for wide distribution'

Abooklet,maltinguseofgraphicsandothervisualaidsandbased
on information contained in recent United Nations expert studies'
will. be prepared for basic adult-education PurPoses by the Centre

for Disarnament in co-operation with international educational
organizatlons.

The Teaching Unit on disarmament, development and the child
preparea b!, the UNICEF offlce for EuroPe is available as a study

iuiae for use in middle scltools (junior high scltoolsl '

The Repertory of Disarmament Research prepared ry the United

natloni Institute for Disarmament Reaearch will be distributed.

t.l.s

r.1. 6

I.l.l0Atextbookentitled"Disarmamentarrdsecurity"willbeprepared
by uI\IEs@ for university level teaching

1.l..II 'Development Forumr, the int'eragerrcy pubtication dealing rith
economicissues,will.highlighttherelationsnipbetween
developmentanddisarnamentinitsregulareditions.

1.1.12 tne Publication of a United Nations newsletter on disarmament

activities, wiII be considered'

L.2 Audio-visual materials

1.1.7

I.1. 8

I.1.9

1.2.1 A selection
conPetition

of the posters resulEing from the international
held in l98I will be published as a calendar'

L.2.2 An audio-visual library of filrns, television Programmes and

slides retaced to disarmament wlll be established and maintained
at United Nations Headquarters'

Ttreexistingphotog,raphiclibraryondisarnamentwillbebrought
up to aate ina expinala through acquisit'ion of outside naterials.r.2.3
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L-2.4 Regular radio progranmes to various regions of the rlorld rlll
devote special attention to disarmanent.

1.2. s seven regional series of six radio progranmes, each on varioug
aspects of disarmament covering all official languages, rill be
produced.

A permanent exhibit on the nature of international aecurity and
the threat posed to the entire world by the arns race, inparticular the nucrear-arms race, will be instalted at united
Nations Headguarters in Ner ys6k, Geneva and Vienna. Thlsexhibit will use rnaterials and docunentacion to be nade availaoreto the United Nations. The exhibit wiII oe made available to all
the united Nations information cent,res in the rcrld in a
miniat,urized form.

A wall sheet, entitled trTne Choice is Oursr, for raiaing
consciousness of young people about the lssue of disarnanent and
development is available from UUlCpf.

L.2.6

1.2.8

L.2.7

The preparation of kits of textual notes and visual projectionmaterial, including tabulated data and photographs, for uae aalecture aids will be considered.

2. fnterpersonal corununication, seninars, training
This is the area where greatest horizont,aL expansion of contact Detween theunited Nations and non-governmental organizations is necessary. The ain ig toestablish a network of organizations, institutions and media worring tosards tneachievement of peace and disarmament.

2-L A register of over lr 00o non-governmental organizations, researchinstitutes and individuals working in the field of disarnament has beenestablished by the Centre for Disarmament. Correspondence rith then wiltbe expanded through periodic mailings and in response to specificinformation requests.

2'2 consultations on the developmene and implementation of the @mpaign
progralnme will be held wit,h non{overnmental organizations, coruntitees on
disarmament and other national and international organizatiorr" 

"t regularintervals

2'3 Tne regional seminars for non-goverrunental, organizations and nedia begunby the centre for Disarmament in 1981 as part of the inforrnatlo4
programme for the second Disarmament Decade will be pursued in a tpredeveloped and const,ituency_oriented manner.

A regional training seminar for university-level teaclrers ln thefield of disarmament education will be organized by uneso lnAfrica.

2.3.L

/...
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' 2.3.2 A regional conference for non-governmental organizations,
research institutes and media witl be organized by the Centre for
Disarmament in Asia.

2.3.3 tfolld Masenedia lpadersr Round Tables will be organized by the
Department of pr.rblic Information (DPI) in tatin Anerica, Asia and

l{orth Anerica.

'2.3.{ An editorsr round table will be held by DPI at United Nations' Headquarters in New York, with emphasis on disarmament.

2.3.5 .An expert lneeting on the role of media in reporting on
diEarmament issues will be held by UNEsco in Africa.

2.3.5 I syrnposiutn on the risks of nuclear war and measures to Prevent
the outbreak of such a war wiII be convened by the United Nations

2.3.7 A training seminar for educators on peace education in North and

South Anerica wiII be organized by the Centre for Disarmament in
co-operation with UNESC0) and with international educational
associationa.

2.3.8 A regional conference of non-governmental organizations on
disarnament and development, wiII be organized by DPI in Europe
involving non{overnmental organizations from Eastern and Western
EuroPe.

2.4 A two-weelt special disarmament internship prograrnme for graduate students
wiII be developed in conjunction with the annual four-week graduate
intern programne sponsored { the DeparEment of zublic fnformation.

2.5 The co€perat,ion between the Centre for Disarmament and the Ad, Hoc.

Student Internship Programme t,o absofb students desiring training in the
field of disarmaioent wiII oe intensified.

2.6 Staff nenbere of the Centre for Disarmament will participate, as

appropriate, in events organized by non-goverrunental organizations and
peace research institutes having a significant multiplier effect.

2.7 The regulir Opf two-month t.raining programme for young journalists and

broadcasters wiII be supplemented by additional courses'on disarmament
iggueg.

2.8 Regular briefings between DPI and non-governmental organizations will
continue to give priority to disarmament-related issues.
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3. Special events

Disarmament Week snould be used as an appropriate tine of the year for speclal
events designed to irrcrease public awareness of the dangers of the arms race,
particularly the nuclear arms race, and create an atmosphere conducive to progress
in disarmament. To this end, special event,s wiII be organized at united Nations
Ileadguarters, Umited Nations information centres and other field offices in
co-operation with t{ember States and non-governmental organizations.

3.I A Disarmament Week forun will continue to be organized at United Nations
Headguarters in New york.

3.2 Dthibits of disarnament-related materials will be displayed at UNES@
headguarters.

3.3 Awards to outstanding individuals and non-goverrunental organizations for
contributions promoting the object,ives of the World Disarmament @rpaign,
irrluding Disarmanent Week progranrnes, will be considered. .

3.4 The Possibitity of holding a conpetition of film-makers and establishing
a film peace prize will be explored.

3.5 fhe hotding of an international song-writing contest will be explored.

3.5 The possioility of holding a concert with outstanding artists in support
of the world Disarmament Campaign will be explored.

4. publicity Progranme

a publicity prograrnme for the Campaign itself will have to be launched to ma,(e
its aims and activities known world-wide. The following activities coul.d be
envisaged:

4.1 the supgrort o€ well--lcnown personalities in the art6, sciences, sports and
public affairs will be sought and their aclive pafticipation enlisted. for
the success of the Canpaign.

4.2 Non-goverrurcntal organizations concenned wittr disarloament and peace will
be errcouraged to participate in the Campaig.nb

4.3 A booklet outlining the aims and activities of the Cam6raign wi.II be
published by the tmited Nations.

4.4 Pres€ contacts will be initiated to inform journalists of tbe Caropaign.
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5. United Nations field offices

The United Nations information centres and other fietd offices will be made
aware of the goals of the Campaign and witl be encouraged to stirnulate local
activities in its support. specific activities of the united Nations information
centres and other field offices will include: the dissemination of United Nations
information materials on disarmament; the production, adaptation and translation of
information materials in local languages i otganLzation of exhibits; special
briefings and seninars for journalists, non-governmental organizations and other
audiences; and participation in event,s organized by Governments and other
participants in the Campaign.

IV. FINANCIAL ASPECES OF TIIE PROPOSED PROGRAMME

29. The estimated cost. for implementing the various programme elements outlined
here have been determined only with regard to such activities as are to be carriedout by, or under the auspices ofr the Unit.ed Nations Secretariat. Costs arisingfor other bodies within the united Nations system are expected to be covered by the
respective budgets of those bodies and are, therefore, not dealt with here.

30. APart from the funds already available in the regular budget for the present
biennium, the additional cost of implementing the proposed programme of act,ivitiesfor 1983, excluding staff reguiremenLs, is estimated at $2601000. of this amount,
approximately $3201000 will be required by the United Nations Centre for
Disarmament and approximately $4401 000 by the Deparbment of Frbtic Jnformation.

3I. So far, an amount of approximately $2701000 (some in local currencies) has
been pledged to the World Disarmament, Campaign trust fund. Funding for ttre balance
would need to be found from various sources, such as further voluntary contributions
by Member states, non-governmental organizations, foundations, trusts and other
private sources and' to the extent this is feasible, through redeployment of
resources within the regular budget for the present biennium.

32. Pursuant to the reguest contained in the Concluding Document of the Trrelfth
special session of the General Assembly (A/s-12/32, annex V, para. 2l), the
Secretary-General will submit a separat,e report on the possibility of redeploying
existing resources under the regular biennium budget for the purpose of the World
Disarmament Campaign. Concerning staff requirements, in order to fully implement
the Campaign, the Centre for Disarmament would require tr.ro professional staff
members (P-3) in New york and one at Geneva (p-3) as welr as two General service
staf f members G-5/4) .

lipt.es

Supplement No. L (A/!-L2/L,) , Para. 53.
TweHth S ial Session,V official Records of the General Assembl


