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The meeting was c a l l e d t o order a t 10.10 a.m. 

UNHCR ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES (agenda item 6) (continued) (A/AC.9б/бОб' and C o r r . l and 3 , 
607, 610,and. C o r r . l ) 

1 . The С Н А 1 Р Ш Н i n v i t e d the Committee t o resume consideration of the r e p o r t on 
UNHCR assistance a c t i v i t i e s i n 1 9 8 I - I 9 8 2 (Л/ЛС.96/606 and C o r r . l and 3 ) . 

Section I I - Americas and Europe 

D. Europe 

2. Mr. KRIZEK ( A u s t r i a ) s a i d t h a t 193l had been a p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t year f o r 
A u s t r i a as a country o f f i r s t - a s y l u m , the number of persons requesting asylum having 
increased s u b s t a n t i a l l y . More than 34)500 persons had applied f o r asylum, some 
29,000 o f them Poles. The flov/ of refugees t o Austria had dropped sharply a t the 
end o f 1981 because of m a r t i a l law i n Poland. Nevertheless, i n the period 
January-September 1982 an a d d i t i o n a l 5 ,000 persons from several East European cou n t r i e s 
had requested asylum. Most of the asylum-seekers i n A u s t r i a wished t o f i n d a new 
home i n a t h i r d country. I n a d d i t i o n t o the asylum-seekers, viho vieré-'under the 
care of the M i n i s t r y of the I n t e r i o r , there were several thousand Poles viho had 
remained i n A u s t r i a w i t h o u t having requested asylum or taken a deci s i o n about t h e i r 
f u t u r e . I n t h a t connection, he stressed h i s country's s t r i c t adherence t o the 
p r i n c i p l e o f non-refouleraent. 

3. The great i n f l u x o f refugees i n I 9 8 1 and the f a c t t h a t resettlement was scarcely 
keeping pace had prompted h i s Government t o b r i n g t h a t d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n , w i t h 
the help of the High Commissioner and the Intergovernmental Committee f o r M i g r a t i o n 
(ICM), t o the a t t e n t i o n o f various c o u n t r i e s and t o ask them t o increase resettlement 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r refugees i n A u s t r i a . Furthermore, Austria's M i n i s t e r of the 
I n t e r i o r had r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d A u s t r a l i a , Canada and the United States and held 
f r u i t f u l discussions w i t h the competent a u t h o r i t i e s t o see what steps could ba taken 
t o speed up resettlement i n other c o u n t r i e s o f refugees c u r r e n t l y i n AüaCria. I n 
t h a t connection, he mentioned the close co=operation which exist e d betv;cen 
immigration a u t h o r i t i e s , UNHCR, ICM, and vol u n t a r y agencies, and the competent 
Austrian departments. 

4 . Other c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Switzerland, the Netherlands, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Norviay, Nevi Zealand, Denmark, Luxembourg and Iceland, had also responded 
p o s i t i v e l y t o Austria's appeals. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must not f o r g e t the 
s o - c a l l e d hnndicnppvd cases, v/ho v;ere also hoping t o f i n d a chance of emigration. 
I n t h a t regard, the support o f UNHCR was of immense value. 

5 . - As a t 1 October 1982,- the M i n i s t r y of tho I n t e r i o r had been responsible f o r 
12,554 asylum-seekers, i n c l u d i n g 8,172 Poles. Since the capacity o f the refugee 
camps had been exhausted, the Government had had t o arrange f o r board and l o d g i n g 
f o r some 10,000 asylum-seekers i n scattered inns and small h o t e l s i n A u s t r i a . Polish 
refugees wishing t o leave A u s t r i a f o r other c o u n t r i e s were becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y 
f r u s t r a t e d since they had t o v j a i t long periods before they could be r e s e t t l e d . 
Further help through i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y v;as t h e r e f o r e required t o solve the 
refugee problems i n h i s country. 
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6 . R e f e r r i n g t o l o c a l settlement, he said t h a t since the beginning of 1932, the 
Board of the A u s t r i a n United ITaticns Refugee Fund, of which the UÏÏHCR branch o f f i c e 
i n Vienna'foïmeà a p a r t , had taken up 977 cases; of t h a t пгшЬег 739 cases 
representing 1,449 persons had been solved i n a p o s i t i v e f a s h i o n . The Fund was 
f u n c t i o n i n g v;ell and provided i n v a l u a b l e assistance t o refugees. 

7. I n a s p i r i t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y , h i s country supported the a c t i v i t i e s o f 
UIîHCR i n a l l p a r t s of the world. Buring the past few years, A u s t r i a had o f f e r e d 
several thousand non-European refugees f r o n A f r i c a , Asia and L a t i n America a durable 
s o l u t i o n . 

8. The refugee s i t u a t i o n had imposed a considerable f i n a n c i a l burden on the 
Au s t r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s , whose expenditure on refugees and asylum-seekers had increased 
from 1'13..5 m i l l i o n i n 1930 and <\^jO m i l l i o n i n 1981 to-an expected Í90 m i l l i o n i n 1982. 
He was t h e r e f o r e not i n a p o s i t i o n t o announce f o r 1983 a higher c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
UiniCR's general programes than f o r 1982. 

9. Section I I - 3 г1газ a-pprovcd. 

10. Mr. II/iSBLI-bill (Head, Regional Bureau f o r the ̂ unericas and. Surope) thanked the 
repr e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r i a f o r h i s statement. Ш Ш С Н ;;as w e l l aware o f the d i f f i c u l t 
s i t u a t i o n of the 12,500 asylum-seekers who were having t o wa i t l o n g periods before 
resettlement i n a t h i r d country. He assured the rep r e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r i a t h a t the 
ex c e l l e n t co-operation between UlffiCR and the A u s t r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s would continue. 

Section I I I - E^st and South Asia and Oceania 

1 1 . Section I I I was an-proved. 

12. I l r . HÓrÍJu^-HERIIBERG ( D i r e c t o r , A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and Management D i v i s i o n ) , n o t i n g 
t h a t paragraph 959 of the r e p o r t under .consideration described WIHCR's rep r e s e n t a t i o n 
i n A u s t r a l i a , said t h a t i n Augu.st 1932, i . e . a f t e r the preparation of the r e p o r t , 
the High Com.missioner had been requested by the Government of A u s t r a l i a t o consider 
the possible t r a n s f e r of ШШСН re p r e s e n t a t i o n from Sydney t o Canberra. The High 
Ccmjiiissioner wat syripathetic t o t h a t suggestion and agxeed t h a t an o f f i c e i n 
Canberra would be nearer the source of A u s t r a l i a n p o l i c y concerning refugee questions. 
However, i n vie'.; of the e x i s t i n g t r i p a r t i t e arrangement between the u n i t e d Nations 
O f f i c e of Public Inform.ation and UHICEF, there were s t i l l problems t o be resolved 
regarding the t i m i n g of the t r a n s f e r and the a c t u a l e s t a b l i s l m e n t of the o f f i c e i n 
Canberra. I t had t h e r e f o r e not been possible f o r the High Commissioner t o make a 
s p e c i f i c proposal t o the Gcmmittee a t present, but he would do so a t a l a t e r stage. 

Section r f -'Hiddle East and Scuth-Vest Asia 

Cyprus 

13. Mr. POTJYOUROS (Cyprus) said i t was c l e a r from the r e p o r t under consideration 
(A/AC,96/606) t h a t m i l l i o n s of people had been rescued and protected and innumerable 
l i v e s saved. • A I L mem/oers г-̂ еге dedicated t o the noble cause of a l l e v i a t i n g the 
s u f f e r i n g of refugees, who ггеге worthy of every possible assistance because they 
were innocent v i c t i m s . o f present-day v i c i s s i t u d e s and i n j u s t i c e s . His Government 
valued UHHCR a c t i v i t i e s imjnensely and, although i t had a huge refugee proble t o cope 
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w i t h , i t never missed an o p p o r t u n i t y t o respond p o s i t i v e l y t o a.ppeals by the High 
Conimissioner, , I n t h a t connection, he r e f e r r e d t o paragraphs 955 and 956 of the 
r e p o r t , which described the assistance h i s Government provided, i n t e r a l i a , t o refugees 
from South A f r i c a and Hainibia. I n co-operation váth ШШСН, i t was c o n t i n u i n g t o 
render every possible assistance t o refugees from Lebanon, 

14. The sensible manner i n which the High Commissioner and h i s s t a f f had been 
d e a l i n g w i t h displaced persons i n Cyprus was a guarantee t h a t a l l problems connected 
w i t h assistance t o Cjrprus vrould f i n d t h e i r proper s o l u t i o n . I t must be pointed out, 
however, t h a t the t r a g i c events of 1974 and the f a c t t h a t a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of the 
population had been displaced and t h a t the e s s e n t i a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and necessary 
c a p i t a l had had t o be replaced c o n s t i t u t e d a heavy burden which the State could not 
bear on i t s o ™ , and e x t e r n a l assistance was t h e r e f o r e necessary. His Government 
accordingly appealed t o a l l donor States t o continue c h a n n e l l i n g f o r e i g n a i d t o 
"Cyprus through TOÍHCR, so t h a t i t could meet a n t i c i p a t e d humanitarian needs f o r 1985* 
I n t h a t connection, the requirements of the refugees and displaced persons i n Cyprus 
continued t o be urgent, e s p e c i a l l y i n the f i e l d s of housing and h e a l t h . 

15. I n conclusion, he expressed h i s Government's g r a t i t u d e t o UÎIHCR and a l l donor. 
Governments f o r the assistance they had e^lready given and f o r t h e i r readiness t o 
provide f u r t h e r assistance i n the coming year. 

I r a n 

16. • Mr. ZilEIBITIA ( I r a n ) said he was pleased t o note t h a t the High Commissioner and 
the Committee >rere f i n a l l y t a k i n g s p e c i f i c measxrres t o t a c k l e the enormous problem 
of the 1.5 m i l l i o n Afghan refugees i n I r a n . His delegation considered t h a t the 
proposals made by,the High Comjuissioner i n documents A/AC ,96/606 and Corr.p 
c o n s t i t u t e d a p o s i t i v e step and hoped t h a t ТШНСН would be able t o expand i t s 
assistance. The I r a n i a n Government ctood ready t o bear up t o two t h i r d s o f thé cost 
of the assistance p r o j e c t s proposed t o the Committee f o r I r a n , provided tha.t the 
e n t i r e refugee case-load i n I r a n could be included i n the assistance programme. 

17. His Government had no i n t e n t i o n of a l l o w i n g the Afghan and I r a q i refugees 
c u r r e n t l y i n I r a n t o o e t t l e there permanently. I t ha,d made p r o v i s i o n f o r temporary 
settlemant on the understanding t h a t as soon as conditions i n Afghanistan and I r a q 
p e r m i t t e d , the refiigees woiild r e t u r n to t h e i r countries of o r i g i n . I t accordingly 
considered t h a t one of the e s s e n t i a l elemente i n the settlem.ent o f the refugee 
s i t u a t i o n was v o l i m t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n . 

18. R e f e r r i n g t o the statement by the observer f o r I r a q t h a t the I r a q i 
refugees were I r a n i a n s , he s a i d t h a t f o r a country t o deprive a person of h i s 
n a t i o n a l i t y was an inhiOT^an a c t , which must be condemned. 

Pakistan 

19. Mr. BABAR (observer f o r Pakistan) said t h a t h i s country had been e x c l u s i v e l y " 
responsible f o r p r o v i d i n g assistance t o Afghan refugees from May 1978 t o the end 
of November 1979 and continued t o ' c o n t r i b u t e 50 per cent of the t o t a l cost of the\ 
prograrrme. I n f a c t , i t s d i r e c t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the progranm^e, i n c l u d i n g the 
cost of i n l a n d t r a n s p o r t of a l l r e l i e f assistance items and committed expenditure 
on the maintenance allowance of ^5 per person, exceeded the package o f r e l i e f 
assistance provided by Ш Ш С Е and the V/orld Food Programme (WPP) together. He 
expressed h i s Governmsnt's g r a t i t u d e t o the donors of some 450 heavy-duty trucks f o r 
the t r a n s p o r t of food and r e l i e f assistance from the p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l s t o the 
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refugee v i l l a g e s . Hovrever, they did not solve the problem of transport from the 
port of Karachi to the provincial ca p i t a l s of Baluchistan and North-Western Frontier 
Province, and the operational costs of the vehicles vrould have to be borne by his 
Government. His delegation had raised the problem of the cost of inland transport 
at various l e v e l s because i t f e l t that the burden should be borne by the 
international community and was disappointed to note that that item had not been 
included in the proposed budget allocations for 1985' 

20. The presence of refugees and t h e i r animals in- the border areas had caused 
considerable damage to vegetation, water resources and roads. I t seemed only 
reasonable that the refugees should be given an opportunity to participate in the 
work of repairing the damage, which would take years of effort and considerable 
investment, and that t h e i r presence should be used in projects to re h a b i l i t a t e 
or create new durable economic assets in the areas where they l i v e d . Those were 
the objectives of the p i l o t project i d e n t i f i e d by the World Bank on the i n i t i a t i v e 
of the High Commissioner. I t was to include schemes covering four sectors - road 
construction or improvement, i r r i g a t i o n , reafforestation and range-land 
improvement, of vrhich the f i r s t tiro were p r i o r i t y sectors in his Government's 
development plans for the two provinces in question. He hoped that Governments 
concerned with Afghan refugees and the development of Pakistan would support the 
project b i l a t e r a l l y or through UÎÎHCR. 

2 1 . In view of the uncertain situation of the Afghan refugees, the best way to ensure 
regular and adequate assistance was to meet t h e i r immediate needs and to increase 
the existing resources of the host country. I t vras impossible to describe the 
effect on his country of the a r r i v a l of the refugees, but he hoped that v i s i t o r s 
to the refugee camps had retirrned with a better understanding of who those 
refugees were and vihat they needed. For the time being, food commodities were 
donated or procured by WP, while supplementary food items such as sugar and tea 
were provided or procured with ШШСЕ funds. Hov/ever, there were severe delays in 
replenishing food commodities issued by the Government from i t s ото stocks, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y wheat, and the current gap between issues of wheat to refugees and 
wheat donations received had grovm alarmingly and resulted in an increased 
f i n a n c i a l burden on Pakistan. Some of the commodities could now be provided 
l o c a l l y . For example, wheat requirements could be met by Pakistan at the 
international market price, which would be beneficial to a l l parties. With regard 
to the government issues of wheat not yet paid for, the best solution would be to 
provide funds to the Government to cover the costs at the international market rate. 
In the future, food comjnodity delivery schedules should be arranged to meet the 
requirements of refugees on a planned basis. I f , for any reason, over-issues i;ere 
made, they could be paid for on a quarterly basis. His delegation suggested that 
a legitimate cushioning effect should not be denied to host countries in a position 
to provide r e l i e f items indigenously. 

2 2 . Co-ordination between ШШСЕ and his Government had been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d at 
a l l l e v e l s , and the estimates for the 1985 programme had been prepared by 
representatives of UITHCR in the provinces and extensively discussed and adopted at 
a meeting of representatives of the federal Government, provincial governments and 
TJUHCR. In the proposals referred to ШШСЕ headquarters, the t o t a l cost of the 
1983 programme was estimated at S122.8 m i l l i o n . He was therefore somewhat 
concerned to see that the figure had been u n i l a t e r a l l y reduced to i ;78.5 million, 
which included an amount of $1.05 million earmarked for the administration of ШШСЕ 
offices in Pakistan. The reduction of 36 per cent would d i s t o r t the implementation 
of the programme and further complícate the refugee's problems. 
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23. There Л-тете now 2.8 m i l l i o n r e g i s t e r e d Afghan' refugees i n Pakistan, i n a d d i t i o n . 
to many more who were s t i l l u n r e g i s t e r e d ; Ъу the-end of 1982 i t \ras expected t h a t 
over 5 m i l l i o n would be r e g i s t e r e d . .. However, the 1983 estimates had been based 
oh a f i g u r e of 2-3 m i l l i o n , even though, at the j o i n t meeting f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n of 
the 1983 estimat>:.s, there had already been 2.7 m i l l i o n r e g i s t e r e d refugees. The-
number of b e n e f i c i a r i e s had already exceeded 2 .4 m i l l i o n and, w i t h improved 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c a p a b i l i t y , the e n t i r e r e g i s t e r e d population- could be e f f e c t i v e l y 
reached f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of assistance during 1933. His delegation b e l i e v e d 
t h a t the 1983 estimates should provi'de f o r the e n t i r e r e g i s t e r e d p o p u l a t i o n as 
agreed i n p r i n c i p l e when the budget estim.ates had been formulated i n May 1-982. The 
r e d u c t i o n had adversely a f f e c t e d the a l l o c a t i o n s f o r âhelter, c l o t h i n g and .shoes, as 
w e l l as the supply of kerosene o i l . I n areas of extreme c l i m a t e , tents' must be • 
replaced and the supply o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s to refugees f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
mud huts on a s e l f - h e l p basis would be adversely a f f e c t e d . His Government had 
requested only one p a i r of shoes and clothes f o r each person on an annual b a s i s , 
wliich was the 'barest minimum requirement and. could not be f u r t h e r reduced., The 
s i t u a t i o n w i t h regard, to the supply of kerosene o i l r e q u i r e d serious a t t e n t i o n . 
The f o r e s t resources i n the a f f e c t e d areas \гете f a s t disappearing, and those viho 
had seen the d e s t r u c t i o n of the f o r e s t s would understand why h i s Government f e l t 
t h a t the e n t i r e requirements f o r kerosene o i l i n 1983 should be r e s t o r e d , as 
i n i t i a l l y agreed at the meeting wdth ШШСН rep r e s e n t a t i v e s on 19 May 1982. The • 
current a l l o c a t i o n f o r kerosene o i l covered only 25 per cent o f the t o t a l requirement. 
Any donations received i n t h a t sector would o f course by duly subtracted from the • 
t o t a l f\xnds r e q u i r e d . He emphasized the need to reconsider and r e s t o r e the 
o r i g i n a l proposals agreed upon at the j o i n t meeting of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f h i s ' 
Government and ПШСН i n Islamabad in-May 1982.^ 

24" I n conclusion, he vdshed to stress t h a t , despite the i n l i e r e n t u n c e r t a i n t i e s ' 
of the s i t u a t i o n , Pakistan's programmes were formulated through the conventional 
planning process and w i t h a great sense o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . The representative, o f 
the Federal-Republic o f Germany had r e f e r r e d to the educational needs o f Afghan 
refugee' c h i l d r e n . His d e l e g a t i o n agreed t h a t the present coverage of primary 
education was i n s u f f i c i e n t ; however, he wa,s proud t o r e p o r t that-60,000 c h i l d r e n 
had been e n r o l l e d i n the past year and a h a l f . I t was -intanded. to open over 
200 schools during the coming year and to double the e:d.sting school p o p u l a t i o n , 
Pakistan's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Afghan refugees was t h a t .of a host w i t h guests.-
I t vrould continue t o shoulder the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as long as they remained on i t s . 
g o i l . I t appreciated t h a t the Afghan refugees f u l l y understood the e t h i c s o f t h a t 
d e l i c a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p and only hoped t h a t the s e n s i t i v i t y of -the s i t u a t i o n continued 
to be understood by a l l those who vrished-to see the Afghan refugees r e t u r n t o t h e i r 
country w i t h d i g n i t y and honour. 

25. Mr. UTAH (Turkey) suggested t h a t the Committee should express i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n 
to the Government of Pakistan f o r the e f f o r t s i t had made i n bearing such an 
unprecedented burden of refugees. ' 

26. The CHAIRI-ШГ observed t h a t several delegations had made s i m i l a r comments during 
the general debate and they would be r e f l e c t e d i n the r e p o r t . 

27. Mr. ARimOITT (Head, Regional Bureau f o r the -Middle East and South-VJest Asia) said 
t h a t ' t h e s e c r e t a r i a t . w o u l d give d e t a i l e d consideration to the problem r a i s e d by the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of I r a n concerning the group of persons of I r a q i o r i g i n and would soon 
be sending a f a c t - f i n d i n g mission to c l a r i f y the s i t u a t i o n . 



А/АС.96/SR.351 
page 7 

28. The s e c r e t a r i a t vrould discuss matters o f concern to Pakistan i n d e t a i l v i t h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h a t country.'-, hut he could b r i e f l y ansv/er some of the p o i n t s 
r a i s e d . With regard t o i n l a n d t r a n s p o r t costs, UHHCR had endeavoured to malee the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l conmunity a,ware of the problem, and he v/ished to take the o p p o r t u n i t y 
of asking donors to a s s i s t i n s o l v i n g i t . Oh the subject o f agencies vihich might 
be w i l l i n g to p a r t i c i p a t e i n p r o j e c t s i n the same way as the World Bank had done, 
he informed the Committee t h a t ILO would soon be sending a mission t o Palcistan. ; 
With regard to the problem of sugar supplies, he said tha.t sugar could be purchased 
i n P a l i i s t a n o nly at p r i c e s equivalent to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l market p r i c e . As to 
kerosene o i l , UîJHCR had agreed to cover about 25 per cent (i-S m i l l i o n ) o f the 
t o t a l estimated needs ($30 m i l l i o n ) . The Government obviously expected f u r t h e r 
donations to cover the remaining amount and i t v/as to be hoped t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community would malee f u r t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r t h a t purpose. 

29- Mr. ZOLLI-IER ( D i r e c t o r , Assistance D i v i s i o n ) vrished t o malee i t clear t h a t the 
j o i n t ШШСН/Рaleistan/World Bank p r o j e c t was to be implemented by the World Banle 
at a cost of $20 m i l l i o n to be financed d i r e c t l y by donor c o u n t r i e s . The UHHCR 
assistance programme would finance the World ВгЛк'з costs up to $600,000. The 
p r o j e c t was designed to f i n d durable s o l u t i o n s f o r the employment of some of the' 
Afghan refugees i n Pakistan. 

3 0 . Section IV was approved. 

Section V - Ov e r - a l l a l l o c a t i o n s 

31• Mr. ZOLLHER ( D i r e c t o r , Assistance D i v i s i o n ) drevi the Committee's a t t e n t i o n 
to document A/AC.96/607, wliich contained a r e p o r t by the High Commissioner on the 
resettlement o f refugees.' 

3 2 . I t was h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g t h a t , follováng the unprecedented e f f o r t s made by the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to r e s e t t l e hundreds o f thousands o f Indo-Chinese refugees 
and thousands of refugees from other p a r t s o f the x-rorld, resettlement countries 
should state t h a t t h e i r capacity f o r absorbing refugees was not u n l i m i t e d . 
Obviously economic and s o c i a l considerations i n the r e c e i v i n g country were f a c t o r s 
to be reckoned váth and i t would be of no use to r e s e t t l e refugees i n a. country 
where there iras no r e a l i s t i c p o s s i b i l i t y of t h e i r f i n d i n g a job or becoming 
i n t e g r a t e d . Hoirever, i t would be even worse f o r refugees i f domestic economic and 
s o c i a l considerations vexe allowed to d i c t a t e the l i m i t s o f compassion. I n the 
long run, refugees' c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e i r nevr communities had been u n i v e r s a l l y 
recognized as in v a l u a b l e assets o f f s e t t i n g the i n i t i a l d i s l o c a t i o n caused by t h e i r 
a r r i v a l . Hovrever, there was a most d i s t u r b i n g tendency to apply i n c r e a s i n g l y 
r e s t r i c t i v e c r i t e r i a i n s e l e c t i n g refugees f o r r e s e t t l e m e n t . That trend was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y n oticeable i n f i v e areas: determining the refugee status of candidates 
f o r resettlement; l i m i t i n g admissions to refugees w i t h e x i s t i n g t i e s i n 
resettlement c o u n t r i e s ; reluctance to consider c e r t a i n n a t i o n a l i t y groups f o r 
resettlement; excluding refugees w i t h mental, p h y s i c a l or s o c i a l d i s a b i l i t i e s ; 
and reluctance to consider emergency cases. 

33- The a p p l i c a t i o n o f i n c r e a s i n g l y r e s t r i c t i v e e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a by 
resettlement countries was best discussed i n the context o f i n t e r n a - t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n . 
S u f f i c e i t to say t h a t i n regions where, as a r e s u l t of mass i n f l t i x e s , no i n d i v i d u a l 
determination by the country of f i r s t asylum had been po s s i b l e and resettlement was 
the only s o l u t i o n a v a i l a b l e , indiiàdual determination by resettlement countries would 
not provide a s o l u t i o n t o the o v e r - a l l problem. 
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34. L i m i t a t i o n of admissions to refugees v i i t h t i e s i n a resettlement country created 
a favoured class o f refugees. I n some instances, the r e q u i s i t e t i e s vrere defined 
so n a r r o i r l y t h a t many thousands o f refugees vrith r e l a t i v e s e s tablished i n a 
resettlement country viere l e f t behind, because t h a t country considered the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p too d i s t a n t t o make the refugee e l i g i b l e f o r admission. R e s e t t l i n g 
such refugees elsevxhere, where they had no l i n k s whatever, would make t h e i r 
i n t e g r a t i o n even more d i f f i c u l t . 

35. V.'ith regard t o the reluctance of resettlement countries t o consider c e r t a i n 
n a t i o n a l i t y groups f o r resettlement, he recognized t h a t successful resettlement 
r e q u i r e d an enormous e f f o r t by the r e c e i v i n g country and t h a t countries obviously 
viished t o concentrate t h e i r e f f o r t s on refugee groups w i t h which they were already 
f a m i l i a r . UliiHCR's concern was t h a t t h a t p o l i c y should not be d e t r i m e n t a l t o 
e q u a l l y needy refugees v/ho were not included i n such acceptable classes. I n t h a t 
context, he drev? a t t e n t i o n t o s p e c i f i c groups of refugees r e q u i r i n g p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n , and e s p e c i a l l y t o paragraph 26 of document A/AC.96/607. 

36. R e f e r r i n g t o the exclusion of disabled refugees from resettlement, he p a i d 
t r i b u t e t o the e f f o r t s m.ade by a number o f countries i n the context of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of Disabled Persons. However, the problem could not be solved 
by a one-time e f f o r t and there must be continuous r e c o g n i t i o n of the s p e c i a l needs 
of disabled refugees. 

57» From, time t o time, there were cases of refugees who r e q u i r e d immediate 
resettlement f o r reasons of p h y s i c a l s a f e t y . They were l i f e - a n d - d e a t h cases i n 
which the refugee must be r e s e t t l e d i n a m.atter of days. There were very fev; 
countries t o which UIHíCR could t u r n i n emergencies and he viished t o thank them f o r 
t h e i r prompt and sympathetic response. However, t h a t burden must be shared and he 
appealed to a l a r g e r m.imber o f resettlement countries t o e s t a b l i s h channels and 
machinery f o r handling requests f o r emiCrgency r e s e t t l e m e n t . 

38. UHHCR had welcomed the p o s s i b i l i t y o f discussing the composition of 
resettlement programmes w i t h Governments. Such a p e r i o d i c exchange of views was 
of b e n e f i t to both the Governments of resettlement countries and ШШСН, which was 
i n a unique p o s i t i o n to evaluate needs. He hoped t h a t such exchanges v/ould become 
a r e g u l a r f e a t u r e of ШШСН'з resettlement work so t h a t the l i m i t e d places a v a i l a b l e 
viere o f f e r e d t o those i n greatest need. 

39« Mr. LA-HG (Federal Republic of Germany) said t h a t h i s Government was prepared t o 
c o n t r i b u t e f u r t h e r t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l burden-sharing i n the task of resettlement. I n 
1975> i t had established a humanitarian assistance programme to receive refugees 
from Indo-China, and by 1932 over 25,000 of then had been received or obtained 
resettlement guarantees. They included an appropriate percentage o f c h i l d r e n , and 
e l d e r l y , s i c k and disabled persons. Health, age and p r o f e s s i o n a l c r i t e r i a had not 
been a p p l i e d i n t h e i r s e l e c t i o n . The m^,in elem.ent i n the programme had been the 
p r i n c i p l e of f a m i l y r e u n i f i c a t i o n , and h i s Government had r e c e n t l y asked l o c a l 
governments to increase the resettlement quota by another 4 ,000 places so t h a t f a m i l y 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n could continue. 

4 0 . I n h i s country there \/ere 200,000 persons who had a p p l i e d f o r asylum. I n 
a d d i t i o n , over 50,000 persons of German o r i g i n from East and South-East Europe w i t h 
a l e g a l c l a i m to German c i t i z e n s h i p were t o be r e s e t t l e d t h e r e . Moreover many 
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people from Eastern Europe had taken temporary refuge i n h i s country, among'them 
over 100,000 Polish nationals. Thus i t was extremely d i f f i c u l t for his countiy 
to extend i t s quotas i n favour of other groups of refugees. However, i t vas 
continuing i t s efforts and would study the p o s s i b i l i t y of contributions to the 
Disembarkation and Resettlement Offers (DISERO) scheme and was prepared to consider 
new proposals, such as Disembarkation, Resettlement and Funding Offers (DISEEFO). 

4 1 . Mr. MOLLOY (Canada) said that, although resettlement ranked in p r i o r i t y a f t e r 
repatriation and l o c a l integration, i t was nonetheless a v i t a l element in'the 
international system for dealing with refugees. I n Canada, i t was the most widely 
supported form of assistance, v;ith both the governmental and non-governmental sectors 
d i r e c t l y involved. From 1979 "to 1981 some 75,000 Indo-Chinese had been resettled in' 
Canada, about ha l f of them having been p r i v a t e l y sponsored. In the same period, 
his Government had spent approximately $1J8 million to meet the resettlement needs 
of the Indo-Chinese thus accepted. 

4 2 . In the case of the Indo-Chinese, as i n the case of Eastern Europeans who had 
sought asyl-um in Western Europe, resettlement was a c r u c i a l factor, since neither 
voluntary repatriation nor l o c a l integration vas normally viable, and i t was an 
integral part of the protection and assistance functions assumed by the 
international community. ....... 

43• Although i n most cases of mass influx l o c a l solutions could be applied, there 
Viere often groups vfho, for various reasons, could not be provided v/ith acceptable 
durable solutions and for whom serious protection problems could a r i s e . In such 
cases resettlement could be seen as part of the High Commissioner's protection 
function. 

44• Canada had become increasingly involved in cases vhere resettlement for the 
purpose of protection could play a rol e . For example, the intake of refugees 
from A f r i c a should shovr an increase for 1982; . a number of refugees i n the 
Horn of Af r i c a had been a s s i s t e d ; and several hundred Salvadorians, for whom 
resettlement outside the region v;as necessarj--, had been i d e n t i f i e d , a large group 
in B e l i z e having received special attention. In the future Canada intended to 
become increasingly involved in such areas, whei-e i t s resettlement capacity could 
help to solve the problems of individuals. 

4 5 . Understandably, a f t e r the height of the Indo-Chinese programme, the private 
sponsorship programme had sho\«i a decline. Nonetheless, almost one quarter of the 
refugees admitted i n 1982 had been sponsored by private groups. Since studies 
indicated that many of those who had sponsored refugees i n the past would do so 
again i f the Government would bear more of the cost, i t was a question of evolving 
a new formula for sharing the resettlement burden. 

4 6 . Canada would continue to provide for refugee resettlement but i t must achieve 
a balance between i t s domestic concerns and i t s long-established resettlement 
t r a d i t i o n . Projections for 1982 indicated a sl i g h t decline by comparison with 1981 
but resettlement \TOuld s t i l l be s i g n i f i c a n t . An announcement v/as to be made in 
November 1982 concerning the resettlement goal for 1933> which would take account 
of e x i s t i n g resettlement needs and Canada's capacity to meet them. 

4 7 ' His Government trusted that i t s co-operation with ÜIIHCR at the policy l e v e l 
vrould be translated into increasingly close vrorking relationships in the f i e l d 
viherever resettlement presented i t s e l f as a viable solution or as necessary for 
the protection of individuals. 
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48. R e f e r r i n g to the remarks made by the D i r e c t o r o f the Assistance D i v i s i o n , he 
said t h a t , given the number of refugees absorbed by the t r a d i t i o n a l r e s ettlement 
countries " i n recent years, i t was not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t there had been some problems. 
For instance, Canada used to be able to absorb and budget f o r a refugee i n t a k e on the-
basis o f assistance f o r three, months^ ov/ing to the p r e v a i l i n g economic c l i m a t e , 
h o w e v e r i t now had t o do so f o r nine months. I n other, vrords, f o r the same amount 
of money, óhlj.'- one t h i r d . o f the o r i g i n a J number of refugees could be s e t t l e d 5 
a l t e r n a t i v e l y , i f the same i n t a k e were to be miaintained, i t would bé necessary to. 
budget f o r three times the amount. His country was c e r t a i n l y not the only one i n t h a t 
predicament. • • 

49• E l i g i b i l i t y f o r - r e s e t t l e m e n t vras one area i n which there had not been enough 
study and discussion by ШШСН o f the development o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards. He 
th e r e f o r e t r u s t e d t h a t t h e . P r o t e c t i o n D i v i s i o n would give some thought to t h a t matter 
i n the l i g h t of the problems perceived., ' • 

50. L a s t l ) ' , he noted t h a t , i n som.e cases, the r e p o r t before the Committee i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t a'gi^èn couhtiy bore'the resettlement costs. He w^ould appreciate i t i f s i m i l a r 
r e c o g n i t i o n could be given t o h i s oi-m country which, i n the space o f three years, • 
had spent over Sl78 m i l l i o n on one group o f refugees alone. ' . . 

5 1 . Mr. OYAKE (Japan) s a i d t h a t since 1975 b i s country had accorded temporary refuge 
to n e arly 6,400 Vietnamese "boat people". Most of them had l e f t f o r t h i r d c o u n t r i e s , 
mainly, the-United States, but some had s e t t l e d i n Japan. Recently, however, there 
had been a s i g n i f i c a n t drop i n departures f o r t h i r d c o u n t r i e s , r e f l e c t i n g the 
r e s t r i c t i v e t r e n d i n admission ..about v.'hich concern had been expressed. Simultaneously, 
there had-been Э.П increase i n the number o f a r r i v a l s i n Japan.' As a r e s u l t o f those 
two comibined f a c t o r s , the number o f Vietnamese i n Japan now stood £оц the f i r s t time, 
a t more than 2 , 0 0 0 . 

52. Japan was unique i n t h a t , i t played three d i f f e r e n t r o l e s i n regard to the 
Vietnamese'"boat people", f i r s t , i t acted as a coastal State f o r f i r s t ' a s y l u m , 
granting-temporary refuge w i t h o u t imposing any c o n d i t i o n i n p r i n c i p l e ? secondly, 
as a'-maritime S t a t e , i t s ships o f t e n rescued "boat people" i n .distress a t seaj and, 
t h i r d l y , i t p e r m i t t e d those "boat people" so4;ishing to s e t t l e l o c a l l y i n Japan. 

53* I f the c u r r e n t s t a t e o f a f f a i r s p e r s i s t e d , there was bound to be a s i g n i f i c a n t 
increase i n Japan's "case-load". The e x i s t i n g capacity f o r f i r s t аБу1глп cases was 
l i m i t e d to around 1,800 but plans were under way to e s t a h l i s h a new centre w i t h a 
capacity o f approximately 1 ,000. 

54. I'/hile h i s countrj^ wished to.maintain i t s ' p r e s e n t generous p o l i c y o f f i r s t asylum, 
the u l t i m a t e s o l u t i o n would have to be sought i n the e r a d i c a t i o n of the r o o t causes 
of such exoduses. He would t h e r e f o r e re i t e r a . t e h i s Government's appeal t h a t the 
Vietnamese Government should msike f u r t h e r e f f o r t s to curb the exodus o f i t s people. 

55. Mr. DEVLIH (Canada)'expressed a.ppre e l a t i o n f o r the High Comjnis s loner's response 
to the many suggestions made f o r the improvement o f the management capacity of the 
assistance prográmale. l / h i l e the b e n e f i t s o f such improvements had been r a p i d l y 
f e l t i n c e r t a i n areas, such, as flo - i ' . ' of informa..tion, other improvements which 
a f f e c t e d programme d e l i v e r / xmderstandablj' took more time to take e f f e c t and-would 
r e q u i r e f u r t h e r adjustments. Such improvements should serve to s t i m u l a t e the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ' o f members o f the Committee. 
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56. I t vjas important to be aware of the importance of the decisions taken v/hen 
approving a c t i v i t i e s for the benefit of millions of refugees. Every effort should 
be made to meet the challenge - effective implementation of the programme. That 
meant not only that adequate funds should be contributed but also that a l l the 
countries involved should take the necessary measures to ensure that r e a l progress 
was made towards UMHCR's goal of durable solutions. 

57• While the assistance report before the Committee vras a considerable 
improvement on i t s predecessors, some chapters could lay greater emphasis on the 
resu l t s achieved i n the year under reviev; and on those expected i n the coming year. 
Ifhere special chapters v/ere devoted to programmes o r i g i n a l l y contained in regional 
presentations, they should contain a l l the relevant information on past, present 
and future programming and, where possible, should be accompanied by an indication 
of the expected completion date of a given programme or programme component. 
Furthermore, some of the changes i n procedures due to the implementation of the 
Project Management System, vjhich were dealt viith in the introduction, could be 
referred to in the main chapters, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the case of the planning and 
evaluation phases. 

58. His delegation had been authorized to announce that Canada vías to grant further^ 
assistance to UNHCR amounting to'$Can 12 million, broken dovm as follows: Afghan 
refugees i n Pakistan, $5 million; returnees in Ethiopia, $2 million; Salvadorian, 
Nicaraguan and Guatemalan refugees in Central America, $2 million; and refugees 
in the Sudan, Somalia and Thailand, $1 million, respectively. 

59- Mr. JENNY (Observer, Intergovernmental Committee for Migration) said that his 
organization (ICM) had been co-operating v;ith UNHCR in i t s resettlement a c t i v i t i e s 
for over 30 years, and i t s wide-ranging assistance covered preparation of 
documentation, extensive medical services, care of refugees i n t r a n s i t , a r r i v a l 
n o t i f i c a t i o n to receiving Governments and agencies, and transport arrangements. 
As s t a t i s t i c s showed, there had been a downard trend i n resettlement movements, 
from 283,691 and 201,312 in 198O and I 9 8 I , respectively, to a projected figure of 
around 150,000 in 1982. That decrease v;as due to reduced intakes of refugees, 
especially Indo-Chinese, by the t r a d i t i o n a l receiving countries. 

6 0 . ICM v;as f u l l y aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s faced by most countries of f i r s t asylum, 
in particular the developing countries, and therefore trusted that the international 
community vjould pursue i t s endeavour to a l l e v i a t e the burden on them. For i t s 
part, ICM continued to make resettlement p o s s i b i l i t i e s available to those refugees 
who could not be integrated into the country of f i r s t asylum or repatriated. 

6 1 . In addition to people v;ho l e f t their countries of origin out of a j u s t i f i e d fear 
of persecution, there were millions of others vjho l e f t i n search of a better l i f e . 
The movement of such large numbers was causing grov;ing concern, pa r t i c u l a r l y at a 
time of economic c r i s i s when increased costs i n s o c i a l services imposed a heavy 
burden on national budgets. I t was therefore e s s e n t i a l to seek, through concerted 
action, means of coping i n a humane and orderly manner v/ith such large movements; 
ICM v/as ready to make a contribution to such action. 

6 2 . Although the Committee's discussions had demonstrated the d i f f i c u l t i e s s t i l l 
being experienced by a grovjing number of refugees, progress V7as being made i n some 
areas, i n v/hich connection he noted in particular the positive developments i n the 
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programmes of migration from.Viet Ilan, The meeting on the Programme of Orderly 
Departure recently convened by the High Commissioner had made a s i g n i f i c a n t , 
contribution to a further improvement of procedures and b i l a t e r a l co-ordination. 
ICM,..which has assisted, in family reunification movements from Viet Ham since:1976 
and had handled a l l arrangements for t r a n s i t accommodation and transport since 1973, 
vrelcomed the fact that more Governments had i n i t i a t e d orderly migration programmes 
from Viet Nam and vrauld continuo to make i t s services available to them. Substantial 
progress V7as also being made with assistance to physically and mentally disabled 
refugees in South-East Asia viho, in the opinion of ICM, should receive special 
attention with a viei; to t h e i r resettlement. In co-operation viith UHHCR, ICM had 
appointed two s t a f f members viho specialized i n dealing v;ith such refugees and were 
now operating in South=East Asia. 

63. ICM shared the Committee's concern at the plight of refugees throughout the,, 
vjorld. I t endeavoured to the best of i t s a b i l i t y to a l l e v i a t e their suffering and 
trusted that Governments would continue to make available the necessary means¿ 
including resettlement opportunities. 

64. Mr. FELDHAMH (Chief, Resettlement Section), replying to the observations by the 
delegation of Canada, expressed the appreciation of UHHCR for-what had been done, .by 
resettlement countries; i t vras hoped that Governments would continue to be as 
generous as possible, 

STATUS OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND OVER-ALL FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR I982 AND I983 
(agenda item 0) (A/AC.96/605) 

65. Mr. VOLFIMG (Director, External A f f a i r s Division) said that the s p e c i f i c 
questions re l a t i n g to that agenda item had been dealt váth in d e t a i l i n the report 
of the Sub-Committee on Administrative and Financial Matters (A/AC.96/612),. v;hich the 
Committee had before i t . Since his "Periodic l e t t e r " of 28 September, several 
Governments had announced further contributions for which the Office was very g r a t e f u l . 

6 6 . The revised requirement for the general programmes was $ЗбО mi l l i o n . Taking' 
into account a l l new contributions, including that announced by the Government of 
Canada, the t o t a l income available from a l l sources for 19З2 vias $341 million, leaving 
a s h o r t f a l l of $19 million under the general programmes alone. He hoped that the 
further resources needed to guarantee the f u l l financing of the 1932 programmes would 
become available: i n the form of special contributions. 

67. Turning to the requirements for 19З5, the general programmes would require 
$372 million, of which $150 million would be needed for commitment i n January I983 
in order to'begin implementation of the general programmes i n a balanced manner and 
on a vrorld-wide basis. Owing to an unusual a v a i l a b i l i t y of funds i n January 1932, 
the 19З2 general programmes had begun without undue restriction,- but that.situation 
was not l i k e l y to repeat i t s e l f . ^ : He. urged a l l Governments to make substantial, firm 
and where possible non-earmarked pledges to UNHCR's 1983 general programmes at the 
Pledging Conference in New York on 19 November, 

6 8 . UNHCR had demonstrated that i t s planning and.costing of. refugee assistance took 
into account both increases and reductions in needs, which remained considerable and 
subject to fluctuation. I t was aware of current economic constraints, but the -
refugees depended on the continuing goodwill of donors to meet needs as and î-jhen they 
occurred. 

69. Mrs. RAIVIO (Finland) said that because of the budgetary d e f i c i t her Government 
was making an additional contribution to the 1982 general programmes of Fmk 3 million. 
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70. Mr. VOLFIHG ( D i r e c t o r , E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s D i v i s i o n ) , r e p l y i n g to a request-fer... • 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Federal Republic o f Germany, s a i d t h a t the 
r e p o r t on the st a t u s o f c o n t r i b u t i o n s to ШШСЕ vol u n t a r y funds and the o v e r - a l l 
f i n a n c i a l requirements f o r 1962 and 1983a3at 30 June 1982 (A/AC.96/605) vras being 
submitted to the Committee f o r a.doption, v r i t h the exception o f the s e c t i o n e n t i t l e d 
"I983 requirements". 

7 1 . The CHAIEI-IAH sa i d t h a t , i f there v;as no o b j e c t i o n , ho viould take i t t h a t the 
Committee vrished t o adopt the r e p o r t contained i n document A/AC.96/605. 

7 2 . I t was so decided. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OP THE THIETY-FOmiTH SESSION OF THE 
ЕХЕСиТИТЗ COMMITTEE (agenda ite m 9) (A/AC.96/615) 

73« Mr. INAN (Turkey) proposed t h a t item 5 o f the d r a f t p r o v i s i o n a l agenda 
(A/AC.96/615) should be shortened to "Action taken on decisions by the Executive 
Committee". By d e l e t i n g the v/ords " a t i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d session", the Committee vrould 
be able to talce a c t i o n on decisions adopted a t e a r l i e r sessions, 

74. Mr. GRIFFITHS ( A u s t r a l i a ) s a i d t h a t manj'̂  o f the statements made i n the Committee 
had r e f l e c t e d f a t i g u e and r e s i g n a t i o n v i i t h regard to the magnitude o f refugee 
problems. • The parpóse o f a r e c u r r i n g agenda item e n t i t l e d "Durable s o l u t i o n s " 
( i t e m 10 o f the d r a f t p r o v i s i o n a l agenda) accordingly aimed a t i n c r e a s i n g members' 
awareness o f the s o l u t i o n s pursued, the vig o u r v/ith which they were pursued and 
the formulas vihich had met w i t h some success i n a complicated area vrhere successes 
were few. 

75. He requested the High Commissioner to r e p o r t i n d e t a i l on measures which had 
been successful so t h a t the Committee could d e l i b e r a t e en p o s s i b i l i t i e s of app l y i n g 
them elsewhere. Other Committee members had f e r t i l e ideas on t h a t question and 
should be enabled to share them. His de l e g a t i o n o f f e r e d to prepare a vrorking 
paper under the item i n order to present i t s thoughts i n an o r d e r l y way and make 
t a n g i b l e proposals on how' the item covild be conducted. 

76. Mr. ZAHIRNIA ( I r a n ) s a i d t h a t h i s de l e g a t i o n appreciated the A u s t r a l i a n 
i n i t i a t i v e , but the O f f i c e must consider l o c a l i n t e g r a t i o n - one durable s o l u t i o n 
on a case-by-case basis; ац>' other approach could be dangerous. 

77. Mr. DEVLIN (Canada) supported the proposals made concerning the d r a f t 
p r o v i s i o n a l agenda. 

78. The СНАШШ! s a i d t h a t , i f there v/as no o b j e c t i o n , he vrould take i t tha.t the 
Committee approved the d r a f t p r o v i s i o n a l agenda and the amendment to item 5» 
proposed by the de l e g a t i o n o f Turkey. 

79. I t v;as so decided. 

Ш OTHEE BUSINESS (agenda ite m lO) 

80. The CHAIEI'IAIT drevr a t t e n t i o n to a l e t t e r from the Permanent Delegation of Morocco 
on behalf o f the Arab Group i n Geneva concerning the i n c l u s i o n o f Arabic among the 
o f f i c i a l languages of the Committee. 
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8 1 . I f e . SKALLI (Morocco), speaking on behalf of a l l the members of the League of 
Arab States, stressed the importance which they attached t o refugee probTems, ' They 
accordingly ..followed and/or p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the work of the Committee, i n which they 
were helped by the Arabic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n provided a t meetings. They would be f u r t h e r 
helped by the t r a n s l a t i o n of the Committee's documents i n t o Arabic, 

8 2 . He r e f e r r e d t o General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 35/219 A, wliich provided f o r the 
i n c l u s i o n of Arabic among the o f f i c i a l and working languages of the su b s i d i a r y organs 
of the General Assembly no l a t e r than January 19S2, and Economic and Social 
Council d e c i s i o n 1982/147» which provided f o r the i n c l u s i o n o f i i r a b i c among i t s 
o f f i c i a l languages as from January 1 9 8 3 . I n the l i g h t of those a c t i o n s , and since 
the Committee wa.s a su b s i d i a r y organ of the Assembly and the Council, h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
requested the t r a n s l a t i o n o f a l l Commàttee documents; i n t o Arabic. I t accordingly 
proposed t h a t r u l e 28 of the r u l e s o f procedure of the Committee should be ajnended 
to read "Arabic, E n g l i s h and French s h a l l be working languages of the Committee"5 
t h a t would be i n accordance w i t h r u l e 44 of the r u l e s of procedure and would give 
Arabic i t s proper s t a t u s . 

85. Mr. IDRIS (Sudan) supported the proposal by the d e l e g a t i o n of Morocco and 
considered t h a t the above-mentioned r e s o l u t i o n and d e c i s i o n provided a sound l e g a l 
basis f o r i n t r o d u c i n g Arabic. 

8 4 . Mr. VARGAS (nicaragua) proposed t h a t Spanish, which was already a working 
language of the United Hâtions, should be included as a working language of the 
Committee. 

85. I'Ir. ДАУЕЕЕБЕ (Argentina) expressed support f o r the proposal by the de l e g a t i o n 
of Morocco and suggested t h a t the -wider use of languages would c o n t r i b u t e t o the 
greater p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l members i n the work of the Committee, 

8 6 . The i n c l u s i o n of Spanish as an o f f i c i a l language was a long-standing a s p i r a t i o n 
of the L a t i n i\merican Group, although i t had never . i n s i s t e d on tha,t course i n 
the past so as t o save money f o r the cause of refugees. . Since another group had 
taken the i n i t i a t i v e , hov-iever, i t was l o g i c a l t o include other languages, 

87. I'Irs. RUESTA DE FURTER (Venezuela) expressed sjinpathy f o r the proposal by the 
delegat i o n of Morocco and supported the proposal by the d e l e g a t i o n of Kicaragua. 

8 8 . The CHjiIRI"L№ said tha.t, although the proposals vvere based on sound reasoning, 
there were i n e v i t a b l y l o g i s t i c a l and budgetary i m p l i c a t i o n s wliich UIJHGR would have t o 
examine and r e p o r t on t o the Com¡mittee. He suggested t h a t the Committee sliould 
submit the question to ШШСН i n the f o l l o w i n g terms; 

"The Executive Committee, 

"Taking note of the l e t t e r dated 15 October 1 9 8 2 signed by 
His Excellency Mr. A l i S k a l l i , Permament Representative of Morocco, on 
behalf of the iu:ab Group i n Geneva suggesting the i n c l u s i o n o f Arabic as a- • 
working language of the Executive Committee, and the suggestion made by the 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e of ITicaragug, also t o include Spanish as a working language 
of the Executive Committee, 

"Requests ШШСН t o consider, i n co-operation w i t h the United Nations, the . 
r e l a t e d l o g i s t i c a l and budgetary i m p l i c a t i o n s and t o r e p o r t thereon t o the 
Executive Committee a t i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h session". 

8 9 . I t was so decided. 

The meeting rose a t 12.45 P.m. 


