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The continued occupation of Palestlne, the perslstent aggression against thePalestinian and rcbanese peoples, the wholesale;rassacres p.ip"tt"ted by thezionist 9an9s agalnst ttre paiestinlans and rcbanese and the continued lnability ofthe united Natloner ln'splte of arl the resolutlons, t" i"i.-practical neasures toput an end to the occupatlon and stop the massacres, owing to the &nerican positionof support for rsrael, have made ne 10se faith ln the usefulness of the unitedNations' ahde aa a citlzen and a revolutionary ard polttical leader in thiscontemporary rorrd, r have declded_ to impart rny conviction to rny peopre and mynation and to all t}re peoples who have n"t u"urped a pernanent seat in what is(falsely) called the secuilty courrcll. r shall even call upon tny country towithdraw from this organization, and r shall do my utnost in this regard toencourage all snall natlons to wlthdrar llkewrse from that organization. r sharlstrive to estabrlsh a new organlzatlon for the "r.ii-.il-;;;;;"ed nation.r €ven ifthat leads - and lt nray lead - to the develotrment of a new polarization, so thatthe roorrd makes polarl-atlon trllateral or quaJrrlateral, rather than bilateral,unless the veto iE eltrnlnated or amended ln such a way as to rnake lt a right of alrthe peoples who conprlse ttre unlted Natlone aia, untels trre c.i"r.r Assen6lyachieves effectiveness and the securlty courrcll le made subject to it and is basedon a majority, rather than the veto. Thls conviction and that decislon have coneas an inevitable result of the exposure of ny Arab country to occupation,destruction and genoclder wtrlle the unltea Nitions toor no concrete action to stopthat or to put an end to lt. lhey have also cqne as a result of the contlnuedthreat to ttre security of ttrle country presented ln a persistent manner that ismost extrenery dangerous for the. countryrs future, while the international securitycouncil has been unable to prevent it. Itty patriotic, nationalist and hunanitarianconscience does not perrnlt ne to keep sillni when, before the eyes and ears of theworld' over a fewweeket 2orooo patestinian and rcbanese clvirians have been kirledand 30'000 more wounded and followlng the wrroresare lnassacre perpetrated recentlyin the Sabra ard Shatlla refugee catnps, ln wfrlch thousands of innocent old men,wqnen and children were kilred ln a brutal and atrocious tnanqer unprecedented inhuman history. - -*----;--

You have yourself suffered frqn the evident tnability of the unlted Nations.You have no confidence ln lts capabtttty, as you have dectared a-nuru.r1i-iii"" i,your statements and afftrmed ln your latest report. you decrared in a recentstatement that you would resort lo the peopres-, in the words of the charterr whichbegins: nwe the peopres of the unrted ll.tionsi.
r regret to have to expresg to you and to the rcrld the bitter truth wtrich rperceive in ny country, nm-ly, thaC the second historic atiernpi made by thepeoples in 19{5 (in San Franclsco) to establish an internationil org.nization toPrevent war and keep the Peace has failed utterlyr as dld the first-atternpt(i.e., the reague of Natlons). ' 5: Y-Y b"s a'
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we the Arabs are the best qualifled to give this gloomy testfunony and to

announce this unfortunate outcome with deep sorrow and distressr because our

country has been subjected to aggression, and the United Nations has been unable to
apply any Article of its Charter] This rnade us fully cqnvinced-that the United

Nations has failed and that its most important organ, the security council' h?:

been paralyzed, having become an American and Isrieli national security council'
not an international securiti council, because of t'he so-called veto' which the

United States has used a number of tfunes this year in the interest of Israeli
aggression and against the legitinrate rights oi ttre Iebanese and Palestinian
peoples. fne vefo is a right to exercisi dictatorship over the will of all the

peoples who conprise the United Nations, which anounts to an undernrining of the

fundamental rights on which ttre Preanrble to the Charter is based' It readsr in
parts 'to reaffirn faith in fundanental htunan rights, in the dlgnity and worth of
the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and

smallo. chapter I, paragraph 1, "t.t." 
that the Pu4)oses of the united Nations are

'to maintain international peace and security, anb to that ends to take effective
coLlective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the Peace' and for
the suppression of acts of aggression ... in conformity with the principles of
justice and international lawi. Paragraph 2 of the iame Chapter readss n1b

develop friendly relations anpng nati6ns based on respect for the Principle of
egual rights ... of PeoPIes"

It is clear from the above that emphasis is placed on collective
responsibility for the maintenance of p""." and that the Organization is based on

the principLe of the equal sovereignty of all its Members. In reaLity2 they are

unegual in rhe i""riilv= E";;ii. nitter these principles are_appried' or we shall
be forced to withdraw from this unsuccessful Organization' If-those States were

given the right to exereise dictatorship over the will of PeoPles in the Security
Council and to prevent the Organization fron being used as an instrument for
maintaining peace by force, where peaceful nEans iailed, and to suPPress aggression

against the territory of othera, one begins to wonder why was this right not used

to deter the rsraerf arrny, whicir is curiently occupying the capital of a state
Member of the United Nations. Chapter I, paragr.pn- f, which calls for the adoption

of collective neasures for the suppression of acts of aggressionr should have been

applied. On the basis of the ruf-e-that'acting-is aeceltiontr, the Security Council

has failed in the task entrusted to it under Chapter V, Article 24' which reads:

oln order to ensure prompt and effective action by the united Nationst

its uembers confer on the secirrity council prirnary resPonsibility for the

maintenance of international peace and secuiity, and agree that in carrying
out its duties under ttris resionsibil'ity the Slcurity Council acts on their
behalf".

The rebanese who resist rsraeli tanks advancing on their hqnes to kill their
chil-dren and destroy their homes over them in the heart of their capital are

regarded as terrorists, as stated by the Israelis in justificatlon of their
barbarous aggression. What lrpaning rernains for self-defence and the defence of
honour and legality in general, if a Lebanese who is attacked in his hone by an

American-made Israeli tank is accused of terrorism when he resists that tank' wtrile

Great Britain is entitled to exercise the right of selfdefence in the South
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Atlantic and the Israelis exercise the right of selfdefence in the centre of
Baghdad, the capital of Iraq.

I emphasize that f do not expect you to take any positive action through this
Organization, which is in ite death throes and of wtrich nothing is left except the
appearance of the twentieth century. Ilowever, f should like to draw attention,
through the States Members of the Organization, of wtrich tny country is one, to two
serious issues.

Firstr if the Arabs become able to acguire the necessary defensive power, no
one in the world, whoever he may be, will have the right to prevent them frorn using
the same method against their enernies on the basis of "reciprocityo. They will
have the right to do that, taking the events wtrich are currently unfolding in
Lebanon as a precedent which has been incorporated in the norms of international
law and' in particular, the law of war. Any Israeli who resists an Arab tank,
should it one day advance on hls hone in Tel Aviv, should be considered a terrorist
to be disarred in the sa$e manner as the Israeli army is nqr disarning the
Iebanese, not Palestinian, resisters.

The Palestinians were a non-present justification for the oecupation of
Lebanon. What is the justification for the occupation of Beirut and the
continuation of the war on land and sea and in the air? The justification is the
presence of the Lebanese in Icbanon. There is protest and preparatlon for another
war because of the presence of Syrians in Syria and tibyans in Ltbya. The
justification for their destruction is that they carry firearns to defend
thenselves. At this stage, we enter the age of the lllogical.

Secondly; we the Arabs are the ones who have suffered rtpst fron the veto.
Having ascertained the inability of the United Nations to malntain peace and to
suPpress brutal aggression' tre have the right, together with other oppressed
peoples, to search for an alternative to the present United Nations.

ALl that f reguest is that you circulate this letter, through your Office, to
the Menbers of the Organization. I assure you that, one dayr this generation or a
succeeding generation will make use of this Letter as a historic plea in defence of
our right, the right that belongs to us the Arabs or to anyone who is exposed to
the sarne fate and a sufficient justification to constitute a,political and Legal
truth for the comnencement of the withdrawal from this Organization of the nations
which do not have the veto or a pernanent seat in the Security Council.

Muamnar El-Qaddafi
ColoneI


