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I. CO-ORDINATION AND FOLI,OWLI'P OF THE II{PI]E!4ENTATION
OF TIIE PIAN OF ACTION

A. Introduction

1. Alnost five yearE have passed since the United Nations Conference on
Desert lf icatiohr and on this special occasion - 10 years after the united Nations
conference on the trunan Envlronnent, held at stockholm - it is imperative to pause
to reflect and put toqether a conprehensive picture of desert ification, this najor
environnental threat of our tlne. rt is not intended to give an assessment of
Progress or a detailed account of the sltuation - that will be done in LgS4/Lggs,
seven years after the conferehce, as reguired by the plan of Action. For presenrpurposesr it nill suffice to recount briefly what may be considered rnajor
achievenents in the fight against desertif icat ion.

2. The firat major achievenent is the creation and naintenance of awareness - at.
the globalr regional and national levers - of the nature, extent and urgency of thethreat of desertiflcat ion. This began with the convening of the conference, tnepreparation of background docunencs that contributed significantly to an
understanding of the nature and context. of desertification and the formutation andadoption of a cornprehenslve Plan of Action rrhich r,ras approved by the Generar
Assenbly. In response to the recomrnendations of the conference tNEp established aDesertification Branch to discharge the responsibilities entrusted to it in the
Pran of Action. rn the five years since then, rrNEp has provided and faci.ritatedthe exchange of infornation on dese rtif icat ion, through Lhe Desertification conlrolBulletin, cEr'ls and the TNFOTERRA netlrork and publications, un---. n-rp.d topromote Eecogni.Eion of the inportance of public awareness in support of action toconbat deserE if ication.

3. The second najor achievement is the establishment, as required under the plan
of Action, of a mechanlsn for the nobirizacion of resources nieded for the
inplementatlon of the Pran - the consultative croup for Desercification control,
which has also served as a forun for exchanges of infornation and experience. withincreasing enphalris on actlon at the nationil level, UNEP has maintained, through
the consultative croup, the essential links beti{een covernnents engaged in
ant i- desert lf ication neasures and aources of fundsr and has advised on thepreparation of projects and national plans.

4. Thirdly' an interagency working Group on Desertification has been estabtished,
as reguired under the Plan of Action, to ensure chat. agencies in the uniLed Nations
system co-ordinate t.heir activi!ies in the field of desert if icat ion,

5. Fourthlyl under a joint venture by uNEp and lhe united Nations Developrnent
Progranne (UNDP) ' the rnandate of the united Nations sudano-sahellan office (uNSo)
has been broadened to enable it to provide assistance, on behalf of uNEp, to the
19 countries of the sudano..sahel.ian region and related regions in their efforca go
fight desert i f icat ion,

6. Fifthly' a number of training programmes and courses have been organized in
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the fielal of planning and nanagenent of desertificaEion Projects' More than
570 participants fron developing countries have been trained through courses and

seminars in Chinar ltaly, senegal, runlsla and the USSR' 
.

'1. Moreover, the Aministrative Cornrnittee on Co-ordinatlon (ACC) has contlnued to
report annually to lhe Governing council on action taken by agencles in the united
Nations systern to imPlernent the Plan of Action' and to offer its vleus on the
contrainti and difficulties hindering progress in such ltlplementat ion'

8. On the other hand, some areas did not lend themselves to successful
breakthroughs. These vril-I bave Eo be attended to a€ continuing challenges that
require the concertecl effort categorically and rePeatedly called for both in the
plan of Action and in General Assembly resolutions and Governing council decisions.
such areas are identified in the follotting Paragraphg.

9. Governments of countries threatened by dlesertif icatlon need to be persuaded to
give the problems of dry lands in general ind desertlficatlon in Particular high
priority ln their plans for natlonal deve loPnent, tn the context of, a systematlc
ipprou"h to the sustained managenent of aridl and semi-arid terreEtrial ecosystems.
oeveloping countries do not seem to have made naxlraurn effective use of c:tlstlng
sclentific and technological knowledge. UNBP has tdentifled Posalble remedies in
both areas i.n its mediurn-term plan for 1982-1983r and iS draring attention to thero

through the Governing council session of a special characteE'

10. It is recognized that' in nany cases' the ravages of deserEiflcation transcend
national political borders and need to be roanaged tran6naE lonally.- Unfortunatelyt
politicaL relations between nelghbouring countries have often n9t be-el conducive to
lhe implementation of such joint programmes. LNBP renains comitted to tshis

.pprouih and, Particu1arly, to those transnationa.L concePEs approved by the
Desertification Conference and the General Assenbly, and ttrls colmitnent is
reflected in the mealiun-Lerm Plan and in the eyster-ridle nedium:term enviro nent
pr 09 r alnme.

l-1. At the international level, lnsufficient financing has continued to hinder the
inplementation of the Plan of Action. The Governing councll ha€ been inforned of
the state of the special Account and the studies prePared to date, at the request
of the ceneral Assembly, on adldlitional financing for llE lenentation.of the Plan. A

continuing challenge i; to identify and successfully put into Practice ways and

neans of providing the necessary financial and other reaources neededl for Programnes

and projects to conbar atesertif icat ion. Related to thls sane challenge ls the need

to secuie for dtese rt if icat ion controt projects different treatnent fron that
accorded to standard developrnent Projects. The ProsPects for the various financial
arrangements were full-y expiored in ihe stuAies presented by the Secretar'*cenera1
in iril report to the thirt-y-sixth session of the ceneral Aseenbly on financlng Ehe

PLan of Action (V36l14L) .

12. rn order to irnprove upon lhe dlisapPointingly 31on inPlementatlon of the Plan

of Action, there is a need to retiew more closely the resPonslbilities and

objectives of Governnents, both individually and rlorking together, lnd internatlonal
organizations. As a general rule, assessnent and evaluatlon need to be clearly
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defined. More quantitatlve infornatlon on the Etatus and trenat of desertification
nusb be provlded than has hltherto been posEible, by naklng available methodologies
for the assessrnent and napping of desertiflcatlon at the nationar revel (see
Para. 35 beloy). Similarly, it is necessary to aaEess the efficacy of available
neasures in conbating desertlficat ion.

13. As required under the Plan of Action; a general ageesament of progress made in
the inplenentation of the Plan ia to be undartaken aeven years after the @nference.It is hoPed that, in the next trro yeara, progrcsa sill be nade in all areas where
continuing challenges have been identified.

14. At its thirty-fourth, thirtrflfth anar thirtrslxth sessions, the ceneral
Assembly adopted the forlowlng resolutioris of ralevance to the ioplenentation of
the Plan of Action to Combat Deaert lfication: 3l/L94, 34/L85, 31/LA7, 35/72,
35/73' 36/L90, 36/L9L and 36/L92. coverning Councll declsions 8/L7 and 9/22 ate
also relevant.

15. Matters dealt with ln the6e resolutlons and dectEions included the state of
the Speclal Account, irDplementation of the plan of Actlon in the sudano-sahelian
region, the work of the Consultative croup for DeeerEificatlon Control and
additional financing. Furthernore, the ceneral A€Eenbly called on tNEp toinstltute, in cc-operatlon wlth the organa, organlzationa and bodies of the United
Nations systen, speclflc progrrnneg of rcsaarch and training at the nationall
regional and lnternational levels, while the Governing council endorsed theinitiation of action for a first general aaaesament of the progress made in the
iruPlenentation of the Plan of Action to be undertaken in 1994.

1. Consultative Groue for Desertlfication Control

16. As a result of further declarations of lnterest since the council.s ninth
se6sion, the core menberEhip of the Group has increased by ehree Governnents
(Australia, ,fapan and Kuwait) and one organlzatlon (Comnission of the European
Connunitles).

17. The third neeting of Ehe Conaultatlve Group ras convened by the Executive
Director fron 26 to 28 August 1981 at cen.vr. rt conEldered tl project proposals
submltted by covernments and one by the pood rnd Agriculture organization of the
unlted Nations (FAo), of shich 10 recelved expreesions of lnterest or support fron
Partlcipants- The Group recom[ended a nunber of specific actions to ensure the
better preparation and inplenentatlon of projects.

18. The Executive Director, after conaultatlon uith the co-sponsors, lntends to
convene the fourth session of the @nsultativc croup in ni&February 1993.

B.
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2. Inceragencv workinq Group on Desertlfication

19.?helnteragencyworkingGrouPonDesertlficationestablishedlnconPliance
rrith ceneral Assembly resolieion 1z/nz neta its fourth and fifth neeting on 7 and

8 April and 15 september 1981. It atiscussed ways and neans of imPlementing General

Asslrabl-y resolution 35/73, cauing uPon I'NEP, in its co-ordinating and catalytic
role, to lnscitute' in co-operatlon with organ6, organlzacions and bodies of the
united Nations systen' sp."ifi. Progralnmes of reseaich and tralning at tbe national'
regional and internationat teveli, ind revlewed progress in that direction' It
also considered the relevant section of the ['NEP nedium-tern plan for 1982-1983'

20. In pursuance of covernlng council- atecision 9/22 A tegarding a flrst general

assessnent of progress nade tn the ituPl-enentation of the'Plan of Actlonr the Group

"gr".a tlt"t 
un-itel nacions boalies and agencies would include in their reports on

the occasion an account of specific achievements in the inrPlenentation of the Plan

of Action. lrith particular reference to the countries of the sualanesahelian region'
The croup also discussed the final text of the conrPendium of Frojectg and prograrnrnes

of the uniteal Nations system in the field of desert if lcat ion'

2L. In conpliance with General Assembly resolution 35/73, a study nith gPecific

reconmendations for the inplenentatlon of adatitional means of'financing the Plan of
Action nas prePared by a grouP of high-level exPerts convened by the Executive
Director in July 1981. rtte si"OV caited attention to the possibtllty of obtaining
resources for developmenE purPosesr including efforts to conrbat desert lf icaEion'
through inEernatlonal t""ulion of trade florys, yields from International Monetary

Fundl (Il,f) goltt sales, and proceeds frorn a proposed indiEect link between

allocations,of special arawing rights antt develoPnent finance' The 6tudy also set

out detailed arangements for obtaining f inarrcial reaource6 on a conceEsronary
basis. The third section of the stuay contained a detailed work Plan for the

establishrnent of an indepenalent financial corPoraEion to funal anti-deser t if lcati'on
progrannes and projects, includlng a propoeed structure and organization'

22. The Secr elary-Gener a1 annexed the study to hls rePort to the thirtfsixth
session of the General Assembly on financing the Plan of Action lA/36/L4Lt ' After
considering the report, the As-sernbly adoPted resolution 36/!9L' the perblhent

sectionS of which are as follorst
nThe General Assemblv,

"R€quests the secretar}t. General to obtain the views of t'lenber States on

the feasibility studies and- concrete recomendations for the irylenentatlon of
the aalditional measures of financing deemed Practlcable by the secretarr
Generalr and also on the nodallties for obtainlng financial r€sollfc€sr ils
describeal in Paragraph3 13 andl 17 of the rePort of tbe Secretarfceneral'

3.
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"Atso-gsquestg the secretarrGenerall in co-operation nith the Executive
Dlrector of the united Nacions Environment programrne, to obtain the views of
Mernber states on the establishrrent of an independent corporation for the
flnanclng of desert ification-control projects on the basis of the plan
presented in che annex to the report of the secretary-General and also to
ascertain the vlens of Government€ aa to their interest in particlpating
financially therein. n

23. Action is being initiated to seek the viens of covernments on these raatters.
They will. be Eufiunarized in a report to be subnitted by the secretary-ceneral to the
General Assenbly at lts thirtfseventh session.

4. Reporbs bv the A&ninlstrative Corurittee on Co-ordination

fn the section of its report to the ninth session of the Governing council
dlealing with co-ordination and follolFup of the inprenenlation of the ptan ofAction ( UNEP/@,.9/4/Add.I, chap. II), ACC identified certaln priority areas ofactivity in the field of desertlfication concrol, rrith a vien to strengthening theefforls and co-operation of the united Nations ay6tem. These areas incluareat
collection of information for the assessment and monitoring of desertiflcat ion;
aPPlication of available knonledge, slrengthening of national and regionalcapabilities ln science and technology, pronotion of research and tralnlng
progranmeg and strengthening 0f popular participation. ACC also noted that in the
years ahead there would be a need for natlonal plan6 of action to conbatdesertificat ion. While noting the estinated costs and benefits of
anti-desert ification flreasures described in the study of additional measures
submltted to the thirtrf ifth €ession of the ceneEar Assenbly, Acc considered lt to
be of the highest imPortance that the additional external reaources requlrett for
the deveroping countries shourd be made avallable.

25. In its report to the coierning Council at its tenth session
(WEP/C*..19147Add.1), ACC noted that obstacles hindering rapld progress in the
implemenbation of the PIan of Action are still far fron being reuoved, and
expressed lts deep concern over ',a disappointing and increasingly rrorrying
situationn. It pointed out that, in addition to making the necessary resources
available, Governrnents and regional and international organlzations, not least
those within the United Nations system, should intenstfy their efforts in
accordance with the priorities ldentified by the ceneral AssembLy, the Governing
council and Acc in order to achieve the goals set out by the conference and
endorsed by the ceneral Assernbly.

25. General Assembly resolutions 3d/191 and 36/192 were dealt with earlier.
Assembly resolution 36/L90, on the inplenentatton of the plan in the Sudano-
sahelian region, as well as suggested action by the Governlng council in responseto this resolution, will be dealt with in the addendum to the present report.
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D.

27. ItNEp has continued to support, catalyse and co-ordinate a number of activities
aimedl at furthering the purPoses of the Plan of Action that are financed bilaterally
inVor nultilaterally. ihe;e activities include the fornulatlon of national plans

of action to conbat desert ification, the. drawing uP of or supPort for priority
corrective ant i-desert ification neasures (such as green belts or the najor regional
aquifer project), ecological monitoring of desertif lcation, the Integrated Project
oi e"la iands (IpAL) project in Tunisia, desertification assessment and mappi.ng '
conbating desertificalion through integrated developnent and several training
courses.

25. During 1981, the Desertification Branch organized prograflning and Project
fornulatlon missions to Banglaalesh, Burundi, Denocra!ic Yenenr Nepal, the united
ReFrblic of Tanzania, and Yenen. The purPose of these missions ttas to explore the

present sltuation in the countries with respect to desertification and the current
i.tf.rtci"r to combat it, anal to assist the covernnenta in Preparing national Plans
to conbat deserti.fication and formulating high-Prlority ant i-desert ification
Proj ects.

?9. Together with lrNDP, UNEP co-sponsored an lnteragency Meeting on Desertification
and Protection of the Environment in Africa held at Nairobi in March 1981' The

nain purPose of the neeting was to dlscuss ProPosals for inclusion in the LNDP

Reglonal Progranme for Africa (1982-1"985) and measures to be taken ln pursuance of

" itlop corr"rning Council declsion concerning the establishment of a special
prograrnne to provide increased assistance t; drought-str icken African countries.

30. Phase I of the "Transnational green belt Pr6je"t' establishment of the North

African Green Bett secretariat and co-ordination of national effortso was completed

in October 1980, and the project has rnoved into phase II, nhich started in
November 1980 and involves nibional ant l-desert if ication projects as vtell as

subregional training PrograNnes Prepared during phase I'

31. The following activities
non-convert ible currencies for

were carried out ttlth UNEP suPport using
the mosE Part:

(a) An inlernational symPos iun to Pronote exchanges of views and experience
in conbatlng desertification and consider and apProve guidelines for the
establlshmentofregionalintegrateddevelopmentgchernes.washeldatTashkent,
UssR'from6to]'4octoberl98l.sone?3exPertsfro'n2?devel.opi.nganddeveloped
countries as well as 5 0fficials fron the Economic commission for wesbern Asia
(EI{A}rr.Ao,thevforldMeteorologicalorganizatlon(vfMo)'thePermanentlnter-state
corEnittee on Drought control in the sahel (CILSS) and the International Institute
for Applied systens Analysis (TIASA) attended the symposiutttt

(b) Teans of exPerts to assist Peru and l{ali in establishlng regional
integrated developnent schemes have been appointed' and witl start nork in 1982r

(c) Three training courses on desertification control were held in 1981 on
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rangel-and ecology and pasture productivity, reclanation of saLine i.rrigated soilsl
and sand dune fixatioh. Fifty-six particlpants attended these courses,

(d) A desert control training seminar for developing countries was herd in
China in 1981 and was attended by 15 participants,

32. United Nations organs and specialized agencies as well as regional
intergover nrnental bodies contlnued to support and execute projects and activities
that contributed to the implenentation of the plan of Action.

33. The United Natlons Department of Technical Co-operation for Development is
inplemenling a nunber of projects related to water resources planning, deveropnent
and nanagenent, mainly in akought-str icken African countries. Trro new projecCs ongroun+water investigation and the strengthening of punp and bore-hole tnal.rterr"nce
syslems in the Ganbia becane operatlonal in l98l,
34- rmplementation of tlro integrated projects on arid rands under the Man and the
Eiosphere (MAB) prograffine of the uniced Nations Educational, scientiflc and cultural
organization (IJNESCO) continued in Tunisia, with financial support frorn IrNEp, andin Kenya, now with full fundlng by the Federal RepubLic of cermany. h t9GI, UNESCO
launched a "l,tajor project of research, training and denonstration applieal bo the
integrated managenent of arid and semi-arld Eegions' to reinforce the netnork of
I'IAB pilot projects in arid and seni-arid lands. Th€ MAB International scientlfic
conference on Ecology ln practice held in paris in september lg8l emphasized the
need for further strengthening of activities in arid and semi-arid randsr and made
a nunber of guggestions for future MAB actlvities in marginal areas.

35. The FAO International Progranme on Ecological Management of Aridl and semi-Arid
Rangelandsr aimed at furthering the application of ecologicar knonledge in the
managenent of range resources, has successfully completed its second phase. A draft
nethodorogy for assessnent and mapping of desertification has been developed under
a UNEP/FAo project on "Desert if icat.ion assessnent and mapping", and is currently
being tested in I0 countries.

36. In pursuance of the decisions adopled by the Eighth World Meteorological
congress in I979r wMo has continued its activities in such fields as the collection
and handi.ing of crimatologicar data for anti-desert if ication purposes, the
application of saterlite technology to agricultural and ant i-desert if icat ion
activities, and studies of the role of agroneteorology in conbating alesert ification
and in Land managenent. A joint uNEp,/wtrto pitot project on the ecoclinatology ofSahelian pastoral ecosystems has been fornnulated and subnibted for cotnnents to the
countries concerned.

3'1. The rnternational Labour office is inplement ing a nunber of labour- intensive
public works programnes relaled to such areas as soil conservation, afforestation
and water management. rt has also recently launched a programoe for training
artisans in rural technology including wood-saving techniques in the lrrper volta.
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38. A detail-ed account of the contributiona of Unlted Nations organizations to the
inPlernentation of the Plan irf Action is given ln the conpendium of Projects and
programmes of the Untted Naeions systen in the field of desertiflcation referred to
in paragr aph 20 above.

E. Action bv reqional comnissions and other
reqional intergovernmenEal bodies

1. Africa

39. The Econonic Comtrission for Africa (ECA) iE engaged in the develoPnent of lno
regional project proposals aimed at deEertification controlt 'studles of national
capabilities in groun+nater resources assegstnent' evaluation and utilization ln
arid zones in Africa and preparation of guidelines to standardize and facilicate
the preparation of hydrogeological mapE" and "Developrnent of flranPotter capabilities
for the control and nanagernent of arid and seni-arid lands in Africad.

40. The Assembly of Heads of state and Governnent of the organl.zation of African
Unity (oAu) r which net at Lagos on 28 and 29 Aprll 1980' identified desertification
and drought as one of the Priority areas of environmental concern for African
countries. Itlis concern is reflected ln the Lago8 PIan of Action for the
Implementation of the Monrovia strategy for the Economic DeveloPment of Africa.

2. Asia and the Paclfic

41. A meeting of senior gover tent represeneativeS fron 10 South Asian countrles
was held from 18 to 25 February 1981 to discuss the feasiblllty of regional
ceoperation in environment-or iented developnent activitieg. The meeting adopted a
Declaration and a set of Articles of A€€ociation for the initiation of the soutlr
Asla Co-operative Environment Programne (SACEP), and also aPproved a plan of actlon
covering desertlfication anong other subject areaE. 1lo date' 9 of bhe l0 south
Asian countr ies - Afghanlstan, Bangladesh' Bhutan, India, Iranr Maldives, Nepalt
paklstan and Sri Lanka - have expresaed the irlsh to join this ner intergovernrnenlal
venture.

42. A regional workshoP on the Implementation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Desertificatlon nas held at Jodhpur aE the C€ntral Arld zDnes Research Institute of
India, nith financial assistance froln Australla, fron 20 to 23 october 1981 in
pursuance of General Assernbly resolution 32/L72. E:tPerts fron 12 countries
(Afghanistan' Australia, Bangladesh, Srance, India, Inaltonesia' Iran, NePaI' the
PhiliPPines, Thaitand, the United states of Anerlca and the USSR) and
5 organizations (tNBsco, the world Food Pr ogr amne (wFP), l{MO, the South Asia
Co-operative Environment Progranrne and the Press Foundation of Asial attended the
workshop. uNEP and FAO contributed tno paPera to the neeting. During the
lechnical serninars held as a Part Of the tlorkshop, a nunber of country PaPerS nere
presented highlighting major progr atmles to conbat desertiflcation initiated since
the a&ption of the Plan of Action ln L97?. The workshoP endorsed a nunber of
recommendations on further technical reaearchr rnonitoring (atrengthenlng the
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reglonal project of the Econonic and sociar cornmission for Asia and the paciflc
(ESCAP) on transnatlonal nonitoring of desertificatlon processes i.n South-westAsia), regional training ceDtEes, enhancenent of public awareness and participation
and comunicationi

3. Western Asia

43. In response to a decision adopted by the Econonic Comnission for western Asia
at its sixth session in April 1979r an Expert Meeting on Management, Conservation
and Developnent of AgricurtuEal Resources in the EcwA region nas held at Danascus
fron 9 to 11 May 1981 ln the context of the inplenentabion of the pran of Action in
the EcwA region. The rneetlng dlr ew up regional prograrunes for desertification
control in the countries of the region and approved specific recommendations for
their lmplementation.

F. Action bv covernnenta at the nalional level
44. ft is necessary to reiEerate here that the prinary responsibillty for the
implementation of the Plan of Actlon restE wlth Governnents. The following
paragraphs recount some of the specific actlvlties reported by Governments in thisrespect. Additional infornation is avallable ln the coxnpendium referred to in
paragraPh 20 abovet the addendun to this report will glve rnor e infornation on
activities ln the Sudano-Sahelian Eegion.

Australla. During 1980-L981, Au'Eralia contributed over $Us II5,OOO bo a sand dune
fixation project ln Somalia endorsed by th€ Consultative croup for Desertification
control at its second session. rt also provlded $us 60,000 to sponsor an EscAp
Regional Wor k6hop on Desertification held at Jodhpur, India, ln lg8l (see para. 42).
Australia also financed a six-week course on desertiflcation at Brisbane between
June and August l98lr in which representatives from 15 developing countries
partlcipated.

Bangladesh. The Governnent of BangLadesh has undertaken a large-scale afforestation
Progr alnme to counter the deterioration of soil due to soil erosion provoked by the
cutting of trees for fuel.

Egypt. During 19811 80r000 acres of desert rand rere reclalned. The covernment
pl,ans to reclair0 a total of 1.8 nillion acres by the year 20001 812,000 acres will
be recl-aimed j.n the next five years.

france. 8r ance activeLy participates in the worh of the Consultative croup forDesertiflcation control. Through bilateral and nultllaterar aid nechanismsr it
spends about $us 12.5 nilrion a year on desertification cont o1. rn 19?9, accordingto a report made avaiLable to the Governlng council at its ninth session, France
contr ibuted $us 278 million to developnent proJects, including desertification
controlr in the sahelian countr ies. An Arid zone unit established in L97B within
the Groupe de reche che et dt echanges technologiques, and a snall t.eam set up by
the Conitd de t-utte cont e lla iatit6 du nilieu t-opical, have continued Eo
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assenbLe, collate and disseninate infornation on arid zones. France is novt
consulting with the Inter-Anerican Institute of Agricultural sclerces in Costa Rica
on possible support for desertification monitorinq activltleE in the Anericas.

Germany, Federal Republic of. The Goverrunent has continued to support
desertification control projects in the sudano-Sahelian region. sone
$us 2,6 nillion have been contributed to a co-ordlnating project in the CILSS
counlries over a period of four years. Support for the IPAL project totals
$us 4.6 miuion for 1990-1983, and over $us G00,0oo has been spent on co-operatlon
with the International Council for Research in Agro-Forestry.

rndia. rntegrated naturar resource surveys are being conducted by the central Arid
zones Research Institute (CAZRI) and several other organlzatlons. The survey areas
are selected for their vulnerability to desert ification. The National Renote
Sensing Agency (NRSA) receiving stablon ls non operational, and a large number of
application projects are currently in progres6 at NRSA, including natural resources
surveys' water resources surveys and various soil studieg. The Drought-Prone Areas
Progranne and the Desert Developnent and Integrated Rural Development prograNles
Iaunched in the 1970s are co-.ordinating and inplenenting activities in the Tbar
Desert t{iCh scientific backing from CAZRI.

Kenva. The Governnent of Kenya has established a standing presidential comni€sion
on soil erosion and afforestation to initiate policy and co-ordinate all activities
in Che field of soil conservation and afforestation in the country. A Rangeland
and Ecological ttonitoring Unit within the Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resources has been established to give greater attention to the de ve loprne nt of
paslure and rangeland, nainly in the arid and semi-arid areas of the country. The
Integrated Project on Arid Lands (IPAL) has successfully contlnued its activities
in Kenya, and now operates five field statlons. Results obtained Ln the project
are used in training workshops and seminars in rrhich Kenyan and other scientists
fron the sudano-sahelian region participate.

Kuwait, Through the Kuwait Fund for Economic Developnene and the Arab Fund for
Econonic D€velopment, Kuwait has finarrced bilateraUy several projects directed
Eowards combating dese rtl f icat ion. The Kuwait Fund also acted as host to a
conference of sahelian countries in Novernber 1980 to discuss probrems related to
lhe deterioration of agricultural land.

Libyan Arab JamahiEiya. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is irnprenenting two componenEs
of the transnational green belt project, one dealing with the developnent of Jedalda
Nursery and the second with sand dune fixati.on. the estabrishnent of an
international information centre on desertification and the preparation of a
hational programne to combat desertificatton are now under discussion by the
authoritles.

Mali. Tvro participants fron Mali attended a training course held in the USSR in
Aprilday I980 under the UNEP/USSR project on combating desertification Chrough
integrated developnent. A team of experts is to be sent to Mali to initiate the
second phase of this project, the objective of which is the establishrnent of
reqional schenes for integrated development.
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ltexico. A national plan of action to conbat desertification is under preparation
in Mexico. Mexico is also in close contact with the United States regarding
co-ordinated action to conbat desertiflcatlon problens facing both countries. In
February 1982. the coverrutent intendE to convene, with full financial support, a
desertification conference for North and South Arierica and the Caribbean.

Pakistan. The @vernrnent of Pakistan is endeavouring to provide comnercial fuels
to its populatlon, palticularly ln the rural areas, to reduce total energy
consumption, the bulk of which cones fron natural vegeCation which is b€ing
over-exploited without any regard for its replenistment. It has enbarked on a
researcb prograrnne for the developrnent of appropriaee and environmentally sound
technology Eo harness renewable sources of energy, such as the sun and the wind.

Sudan. A national Desertificatlon Control Co-ordination and lltonitorlng Unit has
been established under the NaturaL Resources Secretariat of the Uinistry of
Agricullure, !'ood and Natural Resources a6 part of a project endorsed by the
Consultative croup for Desertification Control at its second session. The
Institute of Environnental Studies of the University of Khartoum is engaged in
various research and training activltles relevant to dese rt if icat.ion. The
Governnent plans to upgrade the Instltute into a Regional Centre for Envirorulental
Training and Research.

Sweden. In 1981, Sweden increased its support for soil conservation projects to
$US l0 nilllon. sireden was involved in the final fornulation of, and connitted
f i.nancial support for, a desereificatlon control project in the sudan endorsed by
the ConsultaCive Group for Desertification Control at its third session.

Union of Sbviet Soclalist Republics. An all-Union scientific conference on the
integrat.ed developnent of desert areas in soviet Cenlral Asia and Kazakhstan was
held at Ashkhabad (Turknen ssR) fron 13 to 16 october l9gl. The conference
discussed problems involved ln the study and developnent of deserts and a report on
a national pJ-an of action to conbat desertification. The Governnent is continuing
sclentific and technical co-operation eith a number of developing countries in
Asla' Africa and Latin America in land reclamaeion and the rational utilization of
arid lands (see also para. 31 (a) above) .

United States of America. A joint anti-dese rt i f lcat ion progranne is at present
under negotiation with ltiexico. BilateraI and mu],tilateral support rras continued Co
ant i-d esert if ication projects, particularly in the Sudano-Sahelian region. During
198I, the Council on Environnental. Quality published a report entitlednDesertification of the United statesr'.

II. @NCLUDING REMARXS

45. In Che past two years, the prograrflme of work of the Desertificalion Branch, as
well as the medium-term plan for 1982-1983, have been prepared entirely on lhe
basis of the 'rReconrnendat ions for irnrnediate initial ac!ion,, set out ln the plan of
Action. The reconmendations were designated for inptementation within the
seven-year period ending ih 1984, the year of the firs! general assessmenE of
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progress made in the inprementation of the pran, as requested by the conference.
As rePorted earlier, UNEP and other United Nations bodies anal agencies are expectedto report on their activities in 1984. Apar! from reports on progress nade, an
assessrnent krill be made of the process of dese rt lficat ion, to be used as a base-linefor more accurate conparlsons and evaluations of progress in the fulure.
46. Tbe progress in the implenentation of the plan of Accion reported to Lhe
Governing council at its ninth session (uNEp/Gc.9/8 and Adat.l) a;d in the present
report falls well short of the aspirations of the conference in aalopt ing t.he plan
of Action, and there are stir]- many obstacl-es that hinder such progress. This isdistressing when it is borne in nind that the net loss of croprincl world-widle,
coupled ',ri th population increases, reduced the area under cereals. pe! person, fron
0.24 hectares in 1950 to 0.17 hectares in 1980, Hith a further decrease ro
0.13 hectares likely by the year 2OOO, according Co a 1981 projection.

47- The shortage of financial resources renains lhe najor constrainc on the
implenentation of the Plan of Action at tbe international lever. the ceneral
Assenbly and the Governing Council have repeatedly calleat for generous contribucionsto the special Account and strong support for the work of the consurtative croupfor Desertification contror. rt is encouraging to note the increase in t.he core
mernbership of the consultative croup since the thirty-flfth session of the cenerar
Assembly. The croup has continued to develop ils functions, anal ACC consideredthat the conclusions and recommendations nade at Che third session of the
consultative Group concernlng the inprovement of its work procedures and the
strengthening of its forlow-up mechanisn might read to increased efficiency.
48. In view of the approaching stock-taking in I9g4, this report cannot be
concluded vrithout remarking that financiar support from donor countri.es andorganizations and developing countries in a position to contribute has generally
been neagre. rt was origina.Lry hoped that the issue of dese rb lf icat ion, having
been the object of global concern and pubricity since 1972, woulal benefit from
special treatment that would obviate the conventional dealings and procedures that
contror ordinary donor-recipient relations on deveropment projects and programmes.
rt r+ourd seen that subsEantiatry increased efforts are needed to reach that ain.

49- Although progress is being made, the Executive Director considers that the
infornation reviewed in this report on action caken at the grobal, regional and
nationar levels to inpl.enenc prograrunes to cornbat ilesert.ificacion is still a long
way fron denonstrating a cornprehensive concerted effort. once more, it is obvious
that nationar and international efforts need to be intensified and adalitional
resources need to be made available to achieve the goals envisaged by the
Conference and endorsed by the ceneral Assenbly.

III. SUGGESTED ACTION BY THE GOI'ERNTNG COUNCIL

50. As t.he coverning council is reguired to report to the ceneral Assenbly at its
thirty-seventh session on Che implementation of the plan of Action to Cornbat
Desertification in its totality, t.he Council may wish:
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(a) To note the action taken by Goverru[ents, uNEp and other menbers of the
United Nations system for the inplementation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Des€ rt if icat iont

(b) To note the results of the third session of the Consultative Group for
Desertification control and to urge the Group to continue and intensify its effortg
to nobilize funds for the ilnplementation of desertification control projects.

(c) To urge all Governrnentsr organizations of the United Nations system,
other i ntergovernmental bodies, non-govermencal and all olher organizations to
augment their efforts to combat desertification in order to accelerate Progress in
inplenenting the recomnendations of che Plan of Action for imnediate initial action,

(d) To take note of ceneral Assenbly resolution 36/19l concerning a study on
financing the Plan of Action to Combat Dese rt i f ication, and to urge all Governnents
to respond favourably and pronptly to the sec reta ry-General I s inquiries underlaken
in pursuance of the resolution,

(e) To authorize the Executive Director to present this rePort, and the
decision of the Governlng Council thereon, on the Council's behalf to the
tbirty-seventh session of the General Assenbly, through the Econonic and Social
Councilr as the biannual report of the councll to the Assembly on the implenentation
of the Plan of Action.


