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DE\IELOPMENT AND INTBRNATIONAT ECONOMIC CO'OPERATIONT ENVIRONITGNT

NoCe bv the Secreta ry-General

l. The General Assembly, in its resolution 34,/186 of l8 December L9'19, requested
the Governing Council of the United Nations Environr0ent Progranme to rePort to lt
at its thirtfsixlh session on progress made in the lmPlementation of the
resolutlon.

2. The Secretary-General advised the ceneral Assembly at its thirty-sixEh session
(N36/557t that the Governing Council of UNEP, in its decision 9/L9 B of
26 May t98I, had determined that the report entitled 'co-operation in the field of
the envirorunent concerning natural regources shared by tno or nore States"
(ITNEP/GC.9/Add.5) , submitted by the Executive Direclor, did not suffice as a basis
for a report by the council to the General Asgenbly at ies thirty-slxth session.
In view of that decisionr the Governing Council was not in a posiEion to rePort to
the General Assernbly at its thirty-sixth session on Progress nade in the
inplementation of resolution 34/L86.

3. The Present report is being circulated in accordance wiEh Governing Council
decision LO/L4 oE 3l May L982 authorizing the Executive Dlrector to Bubmit the
report' (ITNEP/GC. 10/8/Corr.l and 2 and Add.I), on its behalf, to tbe General
Assernbly at its thirty-seventh sesgion through the Economic and Social Council.

4. By its decislon 10/14, the Governing Councll of UNEP also recomnended to the
ceneral Assenbly that it should reiterate the tern€ of Assembly resolution 14/L86 aE
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a whole, including the request to all States to use the principles on the
conservation and harmonious ut.ilization of naCural resources shared by trdo or rnore
States as guide).lnes and reconnnendations in the fornulation of bilateral and
multilateral agreements regardlng such reaources, and that i! shoul-d requesE the
Governing council to submit to 1985 a further progress report on che implenentation
of the resolution.
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. By resolution 34/L86 of l8 Decenber 1979, the General Assenbly took note of
the report of the Intergovernmental t{orklng croup of Experts on Nat.ural Resources
Shared by T"}ro or ltore states established under coverning Council decision 44 (III)
of 25 Aprir 1975 (in confornity rrith ceneral Assenbly resolution 3l2o (xxwrr)) as
well as of the draft Principles contained in the report. The General Assenbly
requested all States Eo use the principles as guidelines and reconrnendat. ions ln Che
fornulation of conventions regardlng shared natural resources. The ceneral
Assetnbly alao requested the Governing Council to subnit a report on the progress
rnade in the lmpLementation of this reaolution Eo the Assenbly at it.s thirEy-aixth
session.

Z. In conpliance with resolution 3d,/186, the Executive Director sublnitted a
Progress rePort on the inplementatr.on of the resolution to the Governing councll at
its nlnth session (utlEP/CG.9/5/Add.2r. The coverning Council found tbae the report
subrnitted by the Executive Director did not suffice as a basi6 for the report
called for in General Assembly resolution 34/L96, and therefore requested the
Br(ecutlve Director to subnit a rdport to the Councll at lts tenth sesslon deallngnexclusively vriEh the progress rnade in the apptication of ceneral Assenbly
resolution 34/L86, rdilhout recommendationa regarding the identification or
definition of shared natural resources" (decision 9/L9 B).

3. Accordingly, the Executive Director addressed a letter Co all Mernber States,
on 4 August l98lr reguesting relevant inforrnation on progress made ln the
application of General Assenbly resolution 34/L86. section II below sumnarizes the
information received from Governments regarding their use of the draft principles
as speclfied in the leaolution, Section III suggests acEions that the Governing
Council rnay wish to take in fhe light of this report.

II. USE BY GOVERNMENTS OF TIIE DRAFT PRINCIPLES AS GUIDELINES
AND RECOMII{ENDATIONS IN THE FoRMULATIoN OF BI IATEBAL oR
MULTILATERAL CONVENTIONS

4. The Executive Dlrector received 23 replies to his letter of 4 Augusb 19gL.
The Governmenea responding nere! Bangladesh, Brazilr Chlle, Denr0ark, Finlandl
France, Gernany, Federal Republlc of, Hungary, Italy, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mexico,
Netherlands' Nlgeria' Norway, Qatar, Romaniar Senegalr Sri Lanka, S'ritzerland,
Togo, United Kingdon of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and zirnbahre. The tenor
of the replies nas generally positlve.

5. the Govern nents of chile, Dennark, France, Hungary, Madagascar, Mexico, the
Netherlands and Zinbabwe expressed support for the principles $lthou! clting
specific exanples of thelr use.

6. The following 13 covernments expressed support for the 15 principles and noted
exanples of thei. r uset
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(a) The Governnent of Bangladesh rePorted that Bangladesh and India had
cornpleted an agreement regarding use of che Ganges, whlch constitutea one of the
largest river basins in Bangladesh. The agreenent includes provisions to linit the
adverse effecls on Bangladesh caused by upstream wlthdraeals. In addition,
Bangladesh has proposed a comprehenslve schene for utllization of the waters of the
Ganges through the co-operatlon of all co-riParian Stales. Bangladesh and India
have escablished a Joint Rlver Collul|ission which will provide a forun for
consultations on the harmonious use of shared ualer resources of all their connon
rivers. Finally' Bangladesh noted Ehat ln the absence of a codification of
lnternational waLer law by the International. Law Coramissionr the Principlea
provided a heLpful guide eo states regarding the harrnonious utilization of shared
water resources,

(b) Brazil has expressed reservaEions concerning the draft Principles.
Brazil pointed out, inter alia, that in spite of Che face tbat the docutoent of the
exPert group recognizes the vaLidiEy of the princiPles of sovereignty of States
over their natural r€sourc€sr sone of the draft principles either severely restrict
the exercise of natlonal sovereigney or a&[it interference in the internal affairs
of states. Brazil also describ€d the basis of, and cases lnvolving, co-operation
at the regional levelt

(c) The Government of Finland reported that the Principles are reflected in
various agreenents betr.reen Finland and its neigbbours, Norway, Sweden and ehe Union
of soviet socialist Republics, regarding fronEier rratercourses. The6e agreenents
are based on the need for close co-oPeration, including Provlslons establishing
joint bodies for the a&ninistration and control of these waters. For examPlet
Flnland and Norway establtshed a Fronlier Waters Conrnission to make suggestlons and
take lnltiatlves regarding the use and protection of their frontiet waters.
Denmark, Finlandr Norway and sweden are nernberE of a convenlion which gives
standing to their citizens to challenge an environmental nuiaance to the sane
extent as a cltizen of the State in which the actlvltles conplained of occur.
Finland is also involved in riparian co-operation, especialty ttiEh regard to the
BaMc Sea area t

(d) The Government of the Federal Republic of Gernany considers the 15
prlnciples to be inporlan! and pathbreaking guidelines. The Federal Republic has
apptied the principles to co-operative agreements with the Nelherlands regarding
the Ens estuary and with France and Switzerland reqarding neighbourly questions,
and is also a party to international conventions regardlng the Moselr saar and
Rhine rlvers and Lake constance t

(e) The Governrnent of Italy reported in detail on the principles contatned in
international agreements it has concluded for the Protectlon of the environment.
At the regional level, nention was made of the Agreenent between Francer Italy and
Monaco on Mediterranean coastal waters (Monacor 1975) and the Conventlon for the
Protection of the Mediterranean sea against Potlutlon (Barcelona, 1976). Anong
bilateral agreenents concerning che protection of the rnarine environnent and
coastal areas' it reported on the ltalo-Yugoslav agreenent on the Prevention of
pollution of the Adriaeic Sea and its coastal zone (Belgrade. L9721 and the
Agreemen! on co-operation becween ItaLy and Greece on the Protection of the Marine
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Environrnent of the Ionian sea and its coastal zones. T\ro agreements on the
delinitation of the continental shelf concluded by Italy trith Yugoslavia (Rone,
1968) and with Spain (Madrid, 1974) and the agreenent between Italy and Switzerland
on the proEection of ltalo-swiss waters from pollution (Rone, 19721 are a16o
reported upon,

(f) The covernment of Nigeria has helped to implenent Che principles in
connexion nith recent Convencion and the Protocol regarding Che protection of the
Wesl African coast fron pollutiont

(g) The Governmenl of Norsay is a party to a number of regional and
subregional agreements which incorporate the 15 principles. In particular, Norway
cited lhe Nordic Environmental Protection Convention (19 Februafy 19741 and the
Convention on I6n9-range Transboundary Air Pollution (13 November 1979) t

(h) The Government of Romania bas applied the principles regarding the use of
rrater resources in its agreenents with Bulgaria, gungary, the Union of Sovlet
socialist Republics and Yugoalaviat

(i) The covernment of senegal is applying the 15 principles as guldeLines and
recommendations j.n its efforts Eo develop bllateral and nultilateral conventions.
Senegal is a nernbe r of two lnternational organizations whlch are seeking specific
resolutlons for lhe shared use of lhe senegal and Gambia River6, reapectivelyt

(j) Tbe covernment of switzertand has apptied the principles primarily with
regard !o water resources shared with neighbouring countries. Even prior to
formulation of the principles, Svitzerland was applying then in subsCance in its
internalional agreements on the use of shared water resourcest

(k) The covernnent of Togo has applied the principles in a joint
hydroelectric powe r project with Benin and through iEs nenberghip in the
Organlzatlon of west African States.

(1) The covernnent of Argentina cited seven specific cases of international
co-operation which represen! progress in lhe application of General Assenbly
resolution 34/L86' all relaling to the use of naEer resources shared wigh
neighbouring States !

(i) Tripartite agreement on corpus and ltaip6 (signed by Argentina, Brazil
and Paraguay on 19 october 1979),

(ii) Treaty between Argentina and Brazil on the use of border sectlons of
River Uruguay and ils tribuEary rhe pepiri-cuazf (signed on IZ May 19801
ratif ication pending) I

({ii) Notification !o Uruguay of the hydroelecLric projects on the upper
Uruguayt
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(iv) Project on the environnental inpact of the salto Grande dam being
lnplemented by the salto Grande Joinc Technical Conrnission and the
envlronmental bodies of Argentina and uruguayt

(v) Argentine-uruguay initiative on norrnE applicable to control of the
quallty of the eacers of che River Uruguay in bhe area affected by lhe
Salto Gr ande dan,

(vi) hitiative taken by Argentina and Uruguay on protection and preservation
of the River Plate,

(vii) Assessnenc of the environmental impact of the Yaciret5 dam (Argentina and
Paraguay).

(n) Ttle Government of India reported chat it has continued its ongoing
effortg for tbe harnonious utilization of shared resources with its neighbouring
councriesr referring to agreemenls Hich Pakistan. Nepal and Bangladesh on che
optlmum utilizatlon of eater resources. As an examPle of international
ceoPeration in this field' it clted the agreenent betHeen India and Bangladesh of
Novenber 1977 on the sharing of the Ganges waters and augnenting its flows.

7. The Governments of Lesotho. Qatar, Sri Lanka, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
and the united Klngatom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland reported that they had
not had any experience in implernenting the principles.

8. The Goverdlent of Venezuela reported that ii has noc been usi'ng the principLes
as prlnciples and recorunendations in the fornulation of bilaterat or nultilateral
conventiona regarding shared natural resources because it considers the definition
of "shared natural resources{ to be inappropriate, as was pointed out by the
delegation of Vene4uela to the Governing Council at its eighlh session.


