Di str.
GENERAL

CES/ AC. 49/ 1999/ 2
8 Novenber 1999

Oiginal: ENGISH
STATI STI CAL COW SSI ON and | NTERNATI ONAL LABOUR
ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOR EURCPE ORGANI ZATION (I LO)
CONFERENCE OF EURCPEAN STATI STI Cl ANS

Joint ECE/1LO Meeting on Consuner Price |ndices
(CGeneva, 3-5 Novenber 1999)

REPORT
I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The joint ECE/ILO Meeting on Consuner Price |Indices was held in Geneva
from3-5 Novenber 1999. It was attended by Al bania, Andorra, Austria, Bosnia
and Herzegovi na, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Geece, lreland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,

Net herl ands, Pol and, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,

Swi tzerl and, The forner Yugoslav Republic of Micedonia, Wkraine, United

Ki ngdom and United States of America. Representatives of the Statistical

O fice of the European Conmunity (Eurostat) attended. Australia, Brazil,
Caneroon, Japan, Mrocco, Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and
Tuni sia were present under article 11 of the terns of reference of the United
Nat i ons Econoni ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe. The O ganisation for Economc
Cooperati on and Devel opnent (CECD), the International Mpnetary Fund and a
representative of AFRI STAT al so attended.

2. The provi sional agenda was adopt ed.

3. M. D. Fenwi ck (United Kingdom) was el ected Chairnan and

M. J. Geenlees (United States of Anerica) was el ected Vice-Chairnman.
ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE MEETI NG

4, The foll owi ng substantive topics were discussed at the nmeeting on the
basis of invited papers and conference room papers:

(a) Information itens
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(b) Nat ure of indices (general versus specific indices; cost of
[iving index versus pure price index, etc.)

(c) Sanpling and data coll ection

(d) | ssues of practical index work

(e) Qual ity managenent

5. The Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Price Statistics (IWEPS) and the
Techni cal Expert G oup on Consumer Price Indices (TEGCPlI) held their
nmeetings on 2 Novenber 1999 and the Technical Expert G oup on Producer Price
Indices (TEGPPI) held its neeting on 2 and 3 Novenber 1999. During the
afternoon of 2 Novenber 1999, a special session for countries in transition
was organi sed by the UN ECE

SUMVARY OF THE MAI N CONCLUSI ONS REACHED AT THE MEETI NG

6. Recomendati ons for future work are given below. Oher concl usions
that the participants reached at the neeting on the above topics will be
presented (in English only) in a separate report to be prepared after the
neeting and distributed to participants. These conclusions will also be
distributed, on request, to other interested persons.

RECOVMMENDED FUTURE WORK

7. The neeting recomended that a further ECE/I1LO joint neeting, organized
in a nmanner simlar to semnars, be held in 2001/2002. The foll ow ng
substantive topics were considered of greatest interest for possible
inclusion in the agenda of the next neeting on consuner price indices:

(a) Treatment of quality changes in consuner price indices
- Practical experiences

(b) New data sources and technol ogies for data collection
- I nplications for sanpling and i ndex construction
- Use of scanner data and other electronic data collection nethods

(c) Practical issues in nmaintaining the representative sanple
- e.g. nmethods for reflecting “new goods” appropriately

(d) Fol | ow-up on choice of cost of living index vs. pure price index
- Practical inplications and consequences

(e) Treatment of electronic comerce in consuner price indices
- Dealing with new products’ prices and outlets in trading via
I nternet.



