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CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA

QUESTION OF PEACE, STABILITY AND CO-OPERATION IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA

Letter dated 11 October from the Permanent Representative of Viet Nam
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

At the request of the People's Republic of Kampuchea, I have the honour to
forward herewith the text of an interview granted to the Kampuchean News
Agency (SPK) on 30 September 1982 by His Excellency Mr. Bou Thong, Vice-Chairman of
the Council of Ministers and Minister of Defence of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea, on Kampuchea's policy regarding Thailand.

I should be grateful if you cpuld have this note and its enclosure circulated
as an official document of the General Assembly under agenda items 3, 20 and 35.

(Signed) HOANG BICH SON
Permanent Representative of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

to the United Nations
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AYNEX

T'TERVIEW GRANTED TO SPK BY H.E. Mr. BOU THONG, VICE CHAIRMAN OF
THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND MINISTER OF DEFENCE ON KAMPUCHEA'S
POLICY REGARDING THAILAND.

QUESTION 1 :

Of late the Thai authoritiu spread the slander that Viet Nam has in-
creased its troops and mnitins almg the Thai frontier for an offensive
against the Pol Pot remants, What do you think of this propaganda ?

ANSWER :

Before answering this questim, let me recall the attitude of the Thai
autharities with regard to the Kampuchean, Vietnamese and Lao peoples.

1. During the U.S. war of agkressim in Indechina, the Thai autheri-
ties allowed the Americans to use their territcry to instal air bases fram
which bambings were launched daily against the three Indochinese camtries.
Worse still, Thai scldiers toock part in the American aggressim in Indochina.
These aggressims have left particularly grave sequels to the Kampuchean
children. How much have the Kampuchean people suffered at the sight of their
fields campletely razed by American bcmbs?

2. Fallaowing the liberatiom of aur cauntry en April 17, 1975 and after
its debacle,the U.S. imperialists and their valets, the Pal Pot - Ieng Sary -
Khieu Samphan traitors, agents of the Beijing expansicnists, practised a geno-
cide, massacring more than three millicn Kampucheans, reducing the whole caun-
try into a shambles. They have also committed aggressicn against Viet Nam and
Thailand itself was victim of this aggressim.

3. The victory of January 7, 1979 of ‘aur people put an end to the
genocide and the aggressim cf the genocidal clique against Viet Nam and
Thailand. ‘

Thailand shculd have welcamed cur victory against the Pal Pot clique
who had also invaded Thailand. On the contrary, it has given them refuge almg
the Khmer - Thai border and o its territory, supplied them with arms and
ammmnitions with a view to carrying cut sabotage against the peaceful life
of the Kampuchean people. Thailand has itself viclated the Kampuchean territo-
ry by land, by sea and by air, allowing remnants cf the Pcl Pot Army and
other graups of Khmer reacticmaries tc fament trcuble at the Khmer - Thai
frontier.
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In the palitical field, Thailand and its accamplices have rigged up
the so-called "Tripartite Ccalition Govermment of Democratic Kampuchea
in hopes of reviving the genocidal Pol Pot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan re-
gime, camauflaging it behind a signboard camstituted by the feudalist
Sihancuk and the bcurgeois Son Sann. At the current sessim of the U.N. Gene-
ral Assembly, Thailand is squandering a lot cf mmmey to enlist more suppert
for the Khmer traitors.

Thailand has helped these traitcrs materially and politically. It
has toed the line of the Chinese expansimmists in collaboration with the
U.S. imperialists and intermatiocnal reacticnaries of all cclaurs to carry
caut China's strategy of expansicn. It plays no heed to the interests of its
cwn people. It is stubbomly aligning itself with the Sino-American policy
of expansim, fostering the Pol Pot remmants and other Khmer reactimaries
in order to cause instability at the frantier, clamauring abcut a massing
of troops almg its frontiers with a view to asking for military aid . from
its masters in Beijing and Washingta. Thailand has also threatened to push
back Kampuchean refugees and this also with a view to demanding more aid.
The calumnies uttered by Thailand at the behest of the Beijing expansimists
and the U.S. imperialists aim to provoke tensim in this regicm, profit by
the natural rescurces of the peoples in the regin and realize their strategy
of expansim.

QUESTION 2 :

What are the measures to cope with Thai provocatims by land, sea and
air against the People's Republic of Kampuchea and to Thailand's stubbornly
giving refuge to the remants of the Pol Pot army and other Khmer reactima-
ries ?

ANSWER :

As has been provided for in cur Canstitution, the People's Republic
of Kampuchea always pursues a foreign pclicy of independence, peace and nan-
alignment. We wish to live peacefully and establish relatims with other coun-
tries withaut distinction of political regime, on the principle of mutual
respect for each cother's soversignty, nm-interference in the intermal af-
fairs of each other and respect for mutual interests.

For these reasas, aur Government has many times propcsed especially
at the Vientiane Conference of July 1980 and at the 6th Conference of the
Foreign Ministers of the Indochinese countries, the creatiom of a demilitari-
zed zane almg the Kampuchean - Thai border. But the Thai authcrities have
rejected it. They have also rejected cur proposal to create a zmme of security
wherethere wauld be cnly trocps of Kampuchea on the Kampuchean territory and
That troops e the Thai territory.
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Prompted by goodwill and to prove aur positim for peace, we have also
decided in canjunctim with Viet Nam tc withdraw part of the Vietnamese
forces fram Kampuchea and if Thailand positively responds to this gesture we
shall cansider further withdrawals. The Thai authorities have ot aly
refused to give a positive respmse to this proposal but have also rebuffed
ar gocdwill and distorted the nature of the problem. They have braught their
support to the remarts of the Pol Pot army and other Khmer re-
actimaries with a view to provcking insecurity alang the frontier, preventing
the rebirth of the Kampuchean people, and this in service of Chinese expan- '
sionism and U.S. imperialism. We wish to emphasize that it wculd be easy for
us to liquidate the Pol Pot remmants in Thai territory, but we respect Thaie
land's sovereignty. If we wanted to react to the attitude of Thailand, we
cauld have taken advantage of the April 1st, 1981 coup d'Etat because at
that time Thailand had reduced its forces at the frontier to reinforce Bang-
kok . We did not do that. Thailand must understand the pcsitiomn of Kampuchea
‘and not forget that its arrogant attitude harms the interests of the Thai
pecple. Thailand's policy is a policy of tceing the line of Beijing expan-
simists in collaboraticn with the U.S. imperial ists and other reactimary
forces. Shauld the Thai authorities nct revise their palicy, their fate
wauld be ne day decided by the Thai pecple themselves.

September 30, 1982.



