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General debate (continued)

l. Mr. CHI3SANO (Mozambique):* Sir, it is with
great satfsfaction that we see the post of President
of the thirty-seventh session of lhe General Assembly
occupied by the representative of a friendly people
with great historical traditions of struggle for freedom,
peace and progress. The Hungarian people succeeded
in (:Ireserving their dignity and persona!ity for all time
by heroically resisting Hitler's fascism and buildin~ a
socialist fatherland free from foreign domination.
Strong ties of friendship and solidarity forged during
our armed struggle fOi national liberation from colo­
nialism bind our two countries. After the proclamation
of our independence, these ties took on a new dimen­
sion and scope, extending to multidisciplinary
co-operation, the basis of which is the defence and
pursuit of the fundamental interests ofour peoples and
Governments and building and defending socialism.
In expressing our firm guarantee ofclose co-operatioll
in the fulfilment of the weighty responsibilities that
have been entrusted to you, my delegation joins
previous speakers in warmly welcoming you and con­
gratulating you on your unanimous election.
2. We wish also to express our appreciation to
your predecessor, Mr. Kittani, for the skilful and
intelligent manner in which he conducted the work of
the last regular session of the General Assembly.
This was no easy task considering the grave crisis
existing at the time in international relations, in which
dialogue and mQjtual trust among nations gave way to
cold-war language, threats, aggression and intimi­
dation.. .
3. We extend our greetings to the Secretnry-Genernl,
whose action in defence of the Charter of the Uniterl
Nations and in the endeavour to find peaci~ful soh!i­
tions to world problems at the most critical times is
deserving of the respect and confidence that the inter­
national community extended to him when it elected
him one year ago.
4. The disdain in which the United Nations is
held as a privileged forum for discussion and for the
search for peaceful solutions to international con­
flicts is expressed in the constant violation of the
purposes and principles set forth in the Charter.
The overwhelming m1\iority of the speakers at this
session have denounced the aggravation of the already

• Mr. Chissano spoke in Portuguese. The English textofhis state­
ment was supplied by the delegati'Jn.

critical situation prevailing in all parts of the world.
There is an atmosphere of insecurity and latent
warfare, which seems likely to lead to a ho!ocaust.

5. As if the already existing hotbeds of tension were
not' enough, we are witnessing the outbreak of new
hotbeds and the emboldening of localized conflicts.
This situation forces peoples to divert their human
and material resources from the sojution of problems
inherent in underdevelopment, such as hunger,
homelessness, illiteracy and disease, in order to con­
centrate on the defence of their sovereignty and on
the fight to achieve and preserve their fun freedom.
To the obstinate refusal to acknowledge the right of
peoples to self-determination, the peoples respond
with the resolution to die rather than live in slavery.

6. Harmonious relations and co-operation among
nations require the creation of a climate of peace nnd
security in the world and absolute respect for the
fundamental right of peoples to self-detenl1ination and
independence.

7. It was the ideals of peace, justice and liberty
that inspired the people of Mozambique. When we
took up arms against colonialism in Mozambique we
fought to eliminate the causes of war in our COUn\iY;
we were moved by the noble aspiration to establish,
with all the peoples of the world good and just
relations founded on sovereign equality and mutual
rcs~ct. This is a just aspiration for which all the
peoples of the world, in which inequities and imbal­
anCf;S are increasingly felt, are prepared to fight.

8. With the achievement of our national inde­
pendence we established the conditions for tbe expres­
sion and development of our culture and our per­
sonality, which had been trampled upon and inhibited
dBring the centuries of exploitation and domination.
But the scope of our ideals was not circumscribed
by the liberation of our territory alone. We were
forced, shortly after independence, to wage another
war, imposed upnn us by Smith's racist regime.

9. In expressing solidarity with the people of Zim­
babwe in their just struggle, Mozambique was con­
trihuting to the elimination of one of the causes of
war and instability in our area. The independence: of
Zimbabwe made it possible for a climate "'f relative
pea:e to be restored, which enabled broad perspec­
tives to be opened up for our economic development
and stimulated co-operation among the countries of
southern Africa. Since then it has become possible for
us to concentrate our attention on the se~b for
solutions to the numerous problems facing our people.
Our objective is to promote the material and social
well-being of alt the people in Mozambique, who were
denied this throughout the entire period of the domina­
tion of their country.
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10. The relative peace that w'e achieved was of short sake, and drugs. The nature of their acts and their
duration. criminal motivation characterize them as bandits.

11. In defining and using an illegal minority racist, 17. The armed banditry taking place in our region
ap"rtheid regime as their principa! ally ~n the area, today is a new phenomenon, a new form of mer··
the imperialist forces' consciously, wilfully and cenarism. In organizing and utilizing armed bandits,
impudently gave Pretoria the moral strength which, imperialism and the apartheid regime 8l!', t;1iming at
more tban any techh£cal or technological means, implanting among the world public the false id,~a that
allows it to provoke war and as' £1ii and occupy parts ooposition and a climate of ins~.~urityexist in Mozam-
of the territory of Angola, a SOVerfJign Stat~, spreadjng bique. Concurrently with the acts ofarmed aggression,
death and destruction to all the front-line Sb'\tes. This the enemy is infiltrating spies into our country and
is a deliberate action which is typical of their re- promoting economic sabotage.
doubled aggressiveness, the basis of which is the 18. In promoting a vigorous campaign of slander and
refusal of the imperialist~ to recognize the right of misinformation on the intema!ional scene, the enemy
peoples to independence, l;'ee~lom and peal;:eful ami endeavours to project to t.he ';."Jorld the impression
harmonious development~ that there exists in ?dozamhique a permal1t!ilt state
12. !:: the face of the qualitative ~dvance~:lchieved of terror anrl panic. itprcmC)t~san e~onomicblockade)
by our people in the reconstruction of our country? thus hampering ~ound and fruitful co-operation wi!h
the imperialist forces have intensified their activities otherpeoples oith~worid. It endea"Jours te> ilamPf'f the
against the People's Republic oi Mozambique. They cunsoiidation of our independence a;'B'J einforiCem~ilt

are trying by all possible means to prevent the of our eccn~m)iduring thi~ phase of om' rleve!cpme~~t
establishment of' a civiii'~ation without discrimination, proces~. <}nd tries to discredit soci.aUsm, a ~!stem

which the building in Mozambique of a socialist freely elecf:ed by the people of MozamNque.
society, free from man's exploitation by man, rep- 19. In this f)tru~e, in whqch the enemy is using
resents in our part of the world. the most subt}~ methods of aggrc·snion, our !'eople
13. No longer able to rely on 2 political and admin- has demonstmted the highest d':gree of ;;"Htical
istrative structure in Mozambiqm~, somethirig they consciousness a~~d has become a W~i: that carlnot be
were able to do until recently, imperialist forc{ s penetrateo by the d~5ig:'JS of k~1pe:"iaJfftm c,na i~£

are topay resorting to other more insidious and brutal agents.
means of aUacking us. Using as a spearhead the racist 20. We wish to express our ~~.atitr,jcie \~ an 1.~I~S~
minority regime in South Afri-::a, imperialism is waging members of the internatio::e' t;ommu:1!..~; th1.t ha"!e in
a true undeclared war agaiL'l.t us, committing direct various way-s extended SUpJY-Jlft to us and thu~ c~n-
armed act.s of aggression agamst our country through h"ibuted. t~2. ~h~ progress ofourc'lJuntry s~1 the §tfi:ogth-
the use of regular South African troops and special ening of fi)jr ~md equitable ro-operaibe re!atio:.lS.
detachments of armed bandits~

~i. We reiterate our dppe.ll to the intern,ational
14. The Pretoria regime recruits and trains, finances comm.unity te maximiz~ its asdstan~e to the P-::ople's
and' equips, arms and outfits, transports and supplies, Republic of Mozambique so as to enable liS to rein-
evacuates and commands armed bands in Mozam- force our defensive capabmty and ~uccessfully to
bique in order to commit crimes against our people, carry out the strugg~f. ?G~ins•. und~·;f.. ..Jopment.
spread unrest and terror and destabilize our country. 22. The existence of cc!onialism, racism and apart-
15.. The target of these bandits is the helpless civilian heid is the fundamental cause of the tension through
population, intimidating them and committing all which we are living in southern Africa and our
kinds of atrocities. They savagely torture, mutilate permanent confrontation with the South African
and assassinate children, women and the elderly. They regime, which obstinately refuses to accept the course
rob peasants and loot their property. These armed of history.
bandits also perpetrate kidnappings and assassinations
against foreign nationals who contribute with their 23. South Africa continues to intensify its criminal

f h nI' R bl" f actions against the South African ~ople, whose strug-
labour to the pr()~ress 0 t e ceop e s epu IC 0 gle for national liberation is growing in scope and depth
Mozambique. ami spreading to practically all sectors of the economic
16. These armed bandits are recruited by South and social life of the Pretoria regime. To the -:'ave
Africa from among those former members of the of assassinations, detentions, the torture of those who
political police force of the colonial regime who did oppose apartheid, and the repression oftrade unions, in
not have the courage to join in the process of which many whites are now also militantly involved,
national reconstruction and thus to wipe from the people of South Africa respond with positive
their hands the blood resulting fro;;~ their crimes. actions of reRistance, causing the erosion of the very
They are recruited from among those elements of establishmer.t of the Pretori~ regime .. The people is
the colonial army such as commandos and special fighting heroically against oppression, discrimination,
units which, like the former, rushed cheaply to s~ll repression and humiliation.
themselves to fi~W bosses instead of waiting for the 24. Large sections of the white population are rising
clemency of the people. They are recruited from against the res~rictionof liberty, repulsed by the brutal
~mongt~itors to the fatherland, m~rginalel~mentsand nature ofapartheid, whose criminal action is beginning
foreign mercenaries. The common denominator of to be felt in their own homes.
these bandits is their anti-social character, para-
sitism. characteristics of the decadence of the so- 25. Thus contradictions deepen in the very heart of
called' free world. They do not pursue any political Botha's racist minority regbme in the face ··of its
objectives. Their motivation is crime for its own manifest inability to contain !by force the Hberation
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struggle of the South African people under the lead~r­

ship of the African National Congress [ANC].
26. Confronted by a wave of popular uprisings, and
unable to fi.d a solution to its internal f.itrife, Pretoria
chooses to generalize th~ conflict in the area. South
Africa attacks and occupies part '4lf the. territory of
the People's Republic of Angola, at the same time
supporting and promoting puppet grlDups such as
the Uniao Nacional para a Independencia Total de
Angola [UN/TA]. It continuously and systematically
commits acts of armed aggression against Lesotho,
Bobwana, Zambia and Zimbabwe, violating the
tt~rritorial integrity of those sovereign countries and
showing no respect whatevl~r fo: the ethical ccndur;t
governing relations among Stat~s, signatories of the
C~:4rter of the United Ni':tions.

27. The objectives pursued to bring about permanent
destabi;;zation are in the last ana!ysis intended to
divert HS from the struggle for economic independence
under -t,e Sout:lem Africa Devdopment Co-ord.n~tion
Conferer~ce. That C..>nference is the weapDfi of ~h€:)

nine cmmtr~es c:f the region for independent develop­
me:nt and lh~ gradual eliminatinn of dependence on
SoUi:~ Africa ar cl ili':iJeriaiism if 1 general. South Afdcil
ss tak!ng action ngair. t it air led at its disintegration
in the f~ce 01 t'!e ~Q.l;;i(k,aMe progress a~hieved in
"h~ var~ous scctl!rs of ~o-cpeiatio;;, particularly in the
area of transportation and cm lmunication.

28. We Gonti!"LUe to be preoccupied with the question
of N!:;,mibia. An'()~ant a.nd irresponsible, South Africa
~ontim!t'!s to uS',e dUatory manreuvres to delay the
self-determination and tndependence of the people of
Namibia, which, iike every other people, has the right
to freedom and independence.

29. In Namibia, it is the people that is fighting for
independence. That is the reality which is being
obliterated. That is the reality which is being con­
jured away. That is why any attempt at connecting
the independence of Namibia, either directly or indi­
rectly, with the withdrawal of internationalist Cuban
forces from Angola is not only intolerable inter­
ference in the internal affairs of the People's Republic
of Angola but also a crime against the people of
Namibia, because by this subterfuge an effort is being
made to prolong war and massacres. The inter­
nationalist Cuba'"l forces are in Angola because the
racist regime in South Africa violated the sovereignty
of that territory. Therefore we must demand, in the
first place, the unconditional withdrawal of the
invading South African troops from Angolan territory
and an absolute gual antee that such aggression will not
be repeated.

30. In fact, all the independent countries of the area
which are being threatened and invaded by the forces
of the apartheid regime are demanding guarantees of
security. The foreign forces which are attacking,
assaulting and occupying independent States in
southern Africa in violation of the sovereignty and
territorial int~grity of those States are not Cuban.
The only invading forces which, as the entire world
knows, attack and occupy the territories of thi;' inde­
pendent States of southern Africa are the forces of
South Africa. It is absurd to set the security of South
Africa as a pre-condition for the independence of
Namibia. Namibia is not the first country bor~ering
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on South Africa to fight to achieve its indeperldence.
The forces that will overthrow the apartheid regime
will not come ~om outside South Africa. It is the
children of the people of South Africa who will over­
throw that hideous regime from within.
31. If it were a matte- of involving foreign forc~s

in the struggle for thE liberation of South Africa, they
could have used the territory of Zimbabwe for mol'te
than two years now and the territor; of MozambiClue
for more than sever.l years; and the territory 1:1f other
independent countl'ies bordering on South Africa could
have been used even earlier.
32. The sovereignty of the people of Angola cannot
be used as currency in exchange for the liberation
of Namibia. The liberation of Namibia is an integral
part ~f the qniversal emancipation movement of
peop!e£. The People's Republic of Moza:nbique
reaA~~rm8 once again its, unconditional support for
the ftmggle of the people of Namibia und';~r the
leadel~hip ('If the South West Africa People's Organi­
zaHcn [SWAPO], its only legitimate representative.
As far as we are concerned, Security Councii resolu­
tion 435 (1978) rema~i'iS the political and juridic:.l1
framework for the fair solution of this broblem.
!-'''o pmtext designed to impede the implerL~nt.Q,tion
of that resolution can stand up to a correct anaiysis
of the reality. 'The remaining problems could easily be
soived if there were the essential political will on the
part of South Africa and its allies. We are of the
opinion that even during this session of the General
Assembly it shou.d be possible to define an electoral
system for the election of a constituent assembly.
It should ~ possible during the current session to
establish the forces of UNTAG and a date and the
conditions for a cease-fire in Namibia.

33. This is the International Year for the Mobilization
of Sanctions against South Africa; nevertheless, the
indices of economic growth of the apartheid regime
show an ever-increasing connivance by Western coun­
tries in maintaining and reinforcing that abominable
and hideous regime. While it is said that to apply
sanctions against South Africa is a useless exercise,
sanctions are being applied against other countries.
Where, then, is equity, justice and integrity?

34. Today we are observing the international Day
of Solidarity with South African Political Prisoners.
On this day, dedicated to the stru~le, we salute
the detern:inatiop and the courage of the peoples of
South Africa. We demand that the freedom fighters be
released from South African prisons.

35. The action of imperialist forces is not confined
to southern Africa: its ~cope spreads throughout the
African continent. At the present time those forc~s

are endeavouring to implement their strategy aimed
at the manipulation, paralysis or even disintegration
of the Organization of African Unity [DAU], an
important anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist instru­
ment. We are certain that the Afrit:an countries wm
know enough to turn down the blackmail, intimidation
and bribery and reject the divisive tactics, and to work
towards the consolidation of the OAU.

36. We repeat our support for the admission of the
Sahraoui Arab Democrati~Republic to the OAU and
reject the idea that that may be a cause for div;sion
within our contin~ntal organization, since it is based

..'
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shin of F'rente Revoiucionaria de T~mor Leste Inde­
pendente [FRETILiN], their legitimate r~presentative,
reject the annexation, resist Indonesian occupation and
fight for the affirmation of their national rights. They
have our admiration and our solidarity. We are certain
that in Dili the banner of liberty of the ~la~bere

people will be raised.
41. In Korea, the presence of United States troops
in the southern part of the territory contributes to
the creation of tension, hampering the reunification
process ofthe Korean nation-adismembered country,
split in two by an imaginary line drawn in conformity
with geo-political concepts, to the detriment ofnational
reality. We support the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea in its efforts to ensure the peaceful reunifi­
cation of its nation. Its proposals for direct negotia­
tions between North and South Korea with a view to
the creation of a confederated republic constitute a
positive contribution to the unification process.
42. In Latin America, Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada
are the targets of constant threats of aggression. The
imperialist aggressiveness ranges from economic
blockade to imminent invasion and occupation. The
peace and stability of the area must necessarily be
contingent on the cessation of the use or threat of
force or of any type of coercion against Cuba, Nica­
ragua and Grenada, free countries which have the right
to choose in fuU sovereignty their own way ofachieving
socio-economic development.

43. In Chile, El Salvador and Guatemala popular
uprisings are developing and apologists of Western
civiHzation are endeavouring to intensify their militarj
and financial support of the dictatorships in the area.
No bayonets can silence the people's cries for freedom.
Fairness and moral considerations dictate that we
support the peoples of those countries in their struggle
to gain their freedom and turn their countries into
lands free from terror and repression, where no one
need any longer live. with the fear of never again
being reunited with his loved ones.

44. The People's Republic of M~zambique reaIlirms
the principles of solidarity with all peoples who fight
for their political and economic emancipation and for
peace.

45. We meet again in an international debate in an
atmosphere tense and heavy with threats. The crisis
expands and worsens and is being felt most acutely
in developing countries. The dramatic effects of this
crisis on our countries are well known: the imported
inflation, the growing deficit in the balance of pay­
ments, the deterioration in the terms of trade, the
food shortages, and so on. Developing countries are
faced with all the symptoms of underdevelopment,
where hunger is the overpowering scourge of the
people.

46. Specific short-term and long-term measures must
be taken with a view to the eradication of the hunger
and malnutrition that ravage Africa. Our continent is
becoming ever more dependent on imports of food
because of the lowered production and the natural
catastrophes that have periodically devastated our
region.

47. The adoption of coercive economic mc~ures

aimed at the attainment of specifk~ political objectives
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on the principles embodied in the OAU'~~ charter and
in the Charter of the United Nations. We reaffirm
o'rr active solidaity with the just struggle of the
pecple of the Sahraoui Arab Democratic Republic.
It is a struggle that could fmd its resolution through
negotiation, which tmfortunately is hampered by
the intransigence of the Morocco regime. This intran­
sigencp is the reason for the protractt;d state of war,
which threatens to spread and even involve other
countries, because of the involvement of alien forces
on the Moroccan side. That danger must be averted
by countries which cherish freedom and the inde­
pendence of peoples.
37. The image of the massacres in Beirut is a blown­
up picture of a Dantesque world transferred to the
latter part of the twentieth century. Beirut invaded,
Beirut bombed, Beirut besieged, deprived of water,
food and medicines, will remain fOlever engraved in
the history of the resistance struggle of peoples.
It was a gratuitous demonstration ofZionist murderous
fury, the purpose of which was the total elimination
of the Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO].
Despite the powerful weaponry unleashed by the
Zionist regime, the PLO and the progressive Lebanese
forces resisted the slaughter and inflicted heavy losses
on the enemy. We hail their heroism. The People's
Republic of Mozambique supports the strugg~e of the
Palestinian people, with the certainty that it will end
with the creation of a Palestinian State, autonomous
and sovereign, and the withdrawal of Israel from all
occupied Arab territories, which is the only acceptable
solution to the conflict in the Middle East.
38. The illegal occupation of East Timor continues.
The expansionist Indonesian regime insists on the
criminal occupation of that Territory, denying the
Maubere people its inaliel1~bl~ right to self-determina­
tion and incependence. How many times must the
events in Beirut be repeated in Dili before we can
say "enough" and finally acknowledge the right
of the Maubere people to exist and build its inde­
pendent and sovereign State?
39. Independence is not a privilege of those who
are richer or more powerful. It is not an attribute
of Moslems or Catholics. Independence is an inherent
right of all peoples, regardless of geo-strategic,
religious or other considerations. Every people has its
history, its culture, its personality. By preserving them,
the people can face any obstacle and accept any
sacrifice from the best of its children. It is because
they are making such sacrifices and because their
struggle is a just one that the Maubere people deserve
our support. The curtain of silence drawn around the
massacres and the famine to which the Maubere
people are being subjected can no longer muffie the
cries of the hundreds of thousands of people of Timor
who are resisting the brutal Indonesian occupation.
Both Republican and Democratic United States,
Senators have recently called attention to the gravity .
of the situation. The situation in East Timor was·
compared by them to that of Biafra at the time of
the secessionist war and that of Kampuchea during
the Pol Pot era. They clearly admitted that the Maubere
people had not exercised their right to self-deter­
mination.
40. We cannot watch these atrocities in silence. In
East Timor there are people who, under the leader-



survival. It is essential for the sake of all mankind
to prevent 2. nuclear conflict, and this must be a
matter of fundamental concern in the policy of every
Government.
55. "A threat to peace continues in the Indian Ocean
region, where we see the consolidation, expansion and
nuclearization of imperialist naval and military bases.
Some Western countries persist in their firm opposition
to the convening of the world Conference to adopt
measures to give effect to the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution 2832
(XXVI)] free from nuclear weapons. We hope that
those countries will change their position in order
to make possible the implementation of General
Assembly resolution 36/90, which provides for the
Conference to be held during the first half of 198~.

56. The struggle for the implementation of peace
and co-operation is one ofour greatest priorities. Peace
is necessary in the struggle against underdevelopment.
Co-operation among the people of the world emerges
as a necessity in the history of humanity and as
an instrument in the struggle against und~rdevelop­

ment t in particular through the creation of a just
internationalorder.
57. The People's Republic of Mozambique reiterates
it~ commitment to contribute, together with the other
members of the international community, to the search
for a just and equitable solution to the problems that
beset all of humanity.
58. Despite the systematic and deliberate violation
of international legal instruments by certain Member
States, we reaffirm our adherence to the principles
and purposes of the Charter. The People's Republic of
Mozambique expresses its full confidt.~lce in the
Organization and in its everlasting dedication to the
struggle for the achievement an~ preservation of
international peace and security. The struggle con~

tinues.

59. Mr. TULL (Barbado~): Mr. President, I wish to
add my congratulations to those which have already
been expressed on your election to the presidency
of the thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly.
I also wish to express my appreciation to the out­
going President, Mr. Kittani. It fell to him to preside
over the Assembly at a time when it had to grapple
with critical issues that threatened and indeed seriously
ruptured international peace and security. Those ses­
sions were unquestionably taxing, but as an accom­
plished and experienced diplomat he always rose to
the occasion. We must take this opportunity to pay a
tribute to the Secretary-General. This is the first regular
session of the General Assembly that commences with
Mr. Perez de Cuellar at the head of the OrganizatIon"
His first year of office has been a most distressing
one in international relations and yet he has been
able to rise above last year's crises and to focus in
his report on the work of the Organization [A/37/J] on
the fundamental issues that must be addressed by this
world body.

60. In his report he quite rightly identifies the central
problem facing the Organization as its capacity to keep
tae peace and serve as a forum for negotiations. He
pleaded for a conscious recommitment by Govern­
ments to the Charter. My country concurs with the
Secretary-General's views. I wish to express the hope

53. It means, in addition, that we must apply all our
efforts to achieving general and complete disarmament.
That is why the failure of the second special session
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament,
particularly nuclear disarmament, is of great concern
to the People's Republic of Mozambique.

54. The wanton armaments race and the use of the
ocean space and the stratosphere for purposes of
warfare are serious obstacles to development and to
co-operation among States. Development for the
peoples, and the promotion of worth-while social
and material well-being cannot be achieved unless all
available human and material resources are used for
peaceful purposes. In the realm of the struggle for
peace, the People's Republic of Mozambique con­
siders that nuclear disarmament has the highest
possible priority, since the devastating effects of this
type of weapon represent a serious threat to our very

is so common today that it is as though an attempt
were being made to replace the norms in the juridical
instruments governing the Organization by that
practice. It is thus that the countries that freely
chose paths to development which led them to real
independence have fallen victim to blackmail and
pressures.
48. Taking into account the present international
economic situation, we are concern.ed by the insistence
of some developed market economy countries on
taking unilateral and arbitrary decisions and refusing
to engage in meaningful negotiations. The initiation of
global negotiations on international co-operation
for development is of primary importance. The Peo­
ple's Republic of Mozambique calls for the exertion
of all PQssible efforts during the current session of the
General Assembly to ensure the initiation of global
negotiations.
49. We wish to assure the Assembly that our country
will sign the recently adopted United Nations Con­
vention on the Law of the Sea.! which establishes a
new juridical order for the utilization of the ocean
space as an instrument ofjustice, peace, development
and international co-operation among States.

50. True co-operation among States based on a com­
mon examination of international economic problems
and on common action is absolutely necessary. Only
then will it be possible for us to respond to the
yearnings of all peoples for equitable and rational
development in all parts of the world. It is important
to ensure the appropriate conditions without delay,
establish normal economic relations among all States,
regardless of their socio-economic systems and to
reinforce international co-operation as a means of
stabilizing peace.

51. The exploitation of the weak can no longer be
regarded as the right of the rich, nor can poverty,
hunger, ignorance and disease continue to be the
lot of the peoples of A5ia, Africa and Latin America.

52. The struggle for peace is the greatest preoc­
cupation of our time and most of mankind is involved
in it. The struggle for peace means the reduction,
destruction and final elimination of the causes of
the conflicts that rage around the world: imperial­
ism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid,
zionism.
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that we can, in our deliberations over the next three
months, find effective solutions to the difficulties
that he has identified. We wish him well as he guides
this Organization.
61. In my address to the Assembly at the thirty­
sixth session [J 1th meeting] I stated that the decade
of the 1980s was probably the most dangerous,
certainly the most critical, since the Second World
War. I noted then that the world economy was in
crisis and that inflation in all countries, rich and
poor alike, was out of control. I regret to say that
the situation has not improved. Indeed the current
international economic recession is deep and per­
vasive. All countries, industrialized and developing,
oil-producing and non-oil-producing, are currently in
a state of economic decline, with not a few on the
brink of collapse.

62. The economic backdrop against which inter­
national relations are being conducted continues to be
characterized by recession, restrictive trade policies
and high interest rates in the industrialized countries.
Weakening demand for their primary products and low
commodity prices have depressed the export earnings
of developing countries. Increasing debt burdens have
contributed to their economic difficulties. The policies
so far applied have not been able to avert high levels
of unemployment, widespread starvation and per­
sistent poverty in much of the developing world. I
share the view of those who are persuaded that
recovery of the international economy is unlikely to
be accomplished or to be lasting unless the devel­
oping countries as a group can return to a period of
positive growth and prosperity.

63. Increasingly, it is being emphasized that there is
a parallel between the pres~nt world economic situa­
tion and the recession of the 1930s, but I believe
that there is a fundamental difference: there is today
a greater understanding of the workings of the inter­
national economic system and of the need for eco­
nomic co-operation. In short, narrow national interests
may be attractive, but there is an overwhelming
need for all of us to co-operate in order to save
the world economy from further deterioration. What is
needed now is international agreement on ways to stem
the tide of growing protectionism. While protectionist
tendencies are predictable in toda~I's harsh economic
climate, we all kno)V from the lesso~s of history and
the reality of economic interdependence that, if un­
checked, protectionism is at best seIf-d~feating and at
worst could precipitate the very international col­
lapse we all seek to avoid.

64. There is also a need for international agreement
on the rate of creation of new debt and on the role
of private institutions, financial and otherwise, in
the -recovery effort. We now know that the world
can never again revert to economic self-manage­
ment, to protectionism and to stalemate in multilateral '
efforts· at financial and development co-operation'
without giving rise to the danger of international
economic collapse.

65. Though- if is recognized that the problems with
which we are grappling are commo:} to many devel­
oping countries, I should like here to draw special
attention to the particular problems which confront
very small States such as those of my sub-region.

66. A month ago the Prime Minister of Barbados
addressed the joint annual meeting of the Inter­
national Monetary Fund [IMF] and the World Bank in
Toronto. Speaking on behalf of the member Govern­
ments of the Caribbean Community, he pointed to the
fact that the relative deficiency in resources ancl
capability implicit in small size imposes greater
difficulties on those States in achieving greater self­
reliance. He stated that the need for concessional
resources in so-caned middle-income countries cannot
be determined by per capita gross national product
alone without giving consideration to the resource
endowments and the institutional capabilities within
those countries.
67. He also expressed concern about the threatened
application of principles based on the new concept of
maturation or graduation. That concept would imply
the creation of a permanent class of middle-developed
countries which would never realize their full potential
by achieving developed status.
68. It is a matter of deep concern that the problems
facing the economies of very small States are appar­
ently stHl not well understood by those who provide
bilateral and multilateral assistance.
69. In this connection, we should like to draw the
Assembly's attention to eminent thinkers in this field.
On 8 July this year, Mr. WiIlian Demas, President
of the Caribbean Development Bank, addressed the
Economic and Social Council in his capacity as Chair­
man of the Committee for Development Planning.
He pointed out a number of steps necessary for the
recovery of the world economy and recommended,
inter alia, a more imaginative use of multilateral
financiai institutions.
70. Specifically, he called for the following: first,
the immediate restoration of the resources of the
International Development Association to previously
agreed levels and their subsequent enlargement,
accompanied by a substantial increase in the resources
of multilateral development institutions, particularly
the World Bank, as well as the creation of an energy
facility with a voluntarily subscribed equity base;
secondly, the immediate resumption of Special
Drawing Rights creation and the enlargement of
the resources available to IMF. In addition, IMF
should make a greater proportion of its resources
available to the developing countries on easier terms
and should consuH and listen to member States when
setting the terms ofloans; thirdly, a significant increase
in concessional development assistance, including food
aid.
71. Barbados supports those recommendations and is
convinced that they must feature in !.lny attempt to
deal realistically with the economic problems facing
the developing countries. We are also convinced that
the United Nations has a vital role to play in the
realization of the goals of development. That role
may sometimes be limited merely to sensitizing public
opini~n, but it is important.
72. I come now to the proposed global negotiations
on international econoqlic co-operation for develop­
ment. Barbados is keenly concerned about progress
towards a new international economic order. It is that
concern which leads us to feel a deep sense of 4isap·
pointment over the failure of efforts to open global
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79. We also welcome the decision of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
to have the Final Act and Convention signed inlamaica
later this year. This is most titting, for although the
political centre of gravity has shifted to other areas,
the Caribbean is an area of historical importance,
having been a trading centre in former centuries.

80. The signing of that multifaceted Convention will
have particular significance. On that day we shall
"eaffirm and strengther:; our commitment to a more
equitable sharing of the riches of the oceans. We shall
also be pledging ourselves to preserve and develop
their living and non-living resources as part of the
patrimony of all peoples.

78. Barbados will therefore co-operate with like­
minded nations in the establishment of an effective
and efficient International Sea-bed Authority. Such
an Authority has the potential of being a vital agency
for the management of and equitable participation
in the wealth of the oceans. It therefore deserves the
active support of all those who recognize the right
of technologically disadvantaged countries to have
a fair share of the resources of our planet.

81. lust as theinternatiooal community has failed to
deal successfully with the inequities of the world
economy, it has also been unsuccessful with the
question of disarmament. We are all aware that the
failure of the Assembly at the recent special session
to agree on a comprehensive programme for disarm~

ament has caused grave disappointment. The discus­
sions were important in so far as they provided an
opportunity for all cOl!ntries to focus collectively on·
the general disarnuuuefit process and its objectives.
I do not wish to reiterate here the horrifying statistics
of world expenditure on arms, for, in the words of the.
report of the Independent Commission on Disarma­
ment and Security Issues, under the chairmanship of
Olof Palme, now Sweden's' head of Government,
"they have assumed a sort of deadening familiarity." ,,;2.

82. Effective resolution of the disarmament I~~U;­
depenus primarily on East-West negotiations and on
the political action of the super-Powers. However, all
countries, large and small, must lend their voices in
support of early action. It is in the common interest
of all of us to avoid war. Barbados is convinced
tb-.1 the level of armaments will not be reduced unless
hard negotiations are concluded between the super­
Powers and agreement reached on Si mutual and·
balanced force reduction. We hope that universal
awareness of the potentially devastating consequences .
of the arms race will encourage efforts to bring about
effective and conclusi~~' ~egotiations on this issue.

negotiations, for which the 1981 International Meeting maritime Powers to ensure that· the most promising
on Co-operation and Development at Cancun held aspects of the Convention are stymied by the con-
out so much promise. We in Barbados think it is certed action ofthe technologically advam~ed. It would
deplorable that the search for a solution to the fun- be worse than folly to re~a.t the mistakes of the last
damental· economic problems of this world should be century, when colonizing Powers carved up vast
hampered by lack ofaction on the part ofthe industrial- continental tracts of land. We live today with the
ized countries. It is even sadder when one realizes legacy of those nineteenth century errors. To a!low
that in obstructing global negotiations, those countries the vast expanse of the oceans and their resources
are frustrating endeavours to combat hunger and to be disposed of only among the mighty-however
poverty-two problems that are endemic to most of bland the contemporary approach-would be to fail
the third world and are the natural consequences succeeding generations.
of the old, unjust order.
73. I believe that the serious obstacles to the effick,t
utilization of human and material resources for
development are a result of the current state of inter­
national economic relations. The·present economic
Older must be replaced by one based on equity,
sovereign equality, common interests and ~-oper­

ation. Developing countries, and even some developed
ones, have expressed a desire to see the present
system replaced. My country would like to see the
entire international comm.unity summon the necessary
political will to cure the economic iUs which plague
all our countries.

74. I believe that I am on safe ground when I assert
thar Barbados is not alone among developing coun­
tries in regarding the activities of the Organization
in the sphere of technical assistance as one of the
more satisfactory aspects of its work. UNDP has,
without a doubt, established itself over the years as
one ofthe most effective means for delivering technical
assistance throughout the developing world. And yett

at the meeting of the Governing Council in lune of this
year, the Administrator of the Programme produced
statistical information showing that the Programme
is in grave danger as. a result of the declining level
of its·real resources.

75. The record will show that my country, upon which
the hardships of the world-wide economic recession
press no less onerously than upon any other country,
has not faltered in its financial support for the
Programme. The reason for this continued SUppolt is
that Barbados views the state of underdevelopment as
one from which all countries of the world must
emerge. If countries mean what they say when they
lament the colossal waste resulting from ever­
increasing expenditure on weapons of destruction,
let them without delay look to those remedies which
lie nearest to hand. UNDP is one such remedy, and
it deserves the support ofcountries seeking to achieve
the kind of world which we all desire.

·76. That leads me to express my country's disap­
pointment at further evidence of the lack of concern
by some countries fOf development initiatives. I refer
to the failure of those countries to support the Con­
vention on the Law of the Sea. Barbados participated
in the !oQg and tortuous negotiations directed towards
solving the problemofthe managementofthe resources
of the sea. We expected that the principle of the
common heritage of mankind would be accepted and
applied.

77. Consequently, we are saddened by the grudging
reluctance with which many of the developed States
have recognized the. Convention. We are also
distressed by the apparently firm intention of stronger
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&3. Barbados will continue to share the related con- the area where the camps were situated. This tragedy
cems of the international community on matters of emphasizes the urgent need for more earn~st efforts
~ecurity and development. to be made towards a general and lasting peace in
84. If the resources released from a cutback in the that region. In the meantime, the Government of Bar-

bados wishes to endorse calls made by the inter-
arms industry were used for social and economic national community for an investigation into the
development, then widespread unemployment, hunger barbarities in Beirut.
and poverty could be ~bated. But this can be achieved
only if nations are convinced that· they are serving a 90. Barbados recclgnizesthe inalienable right of th~

greater good than their own narrow interests. Bar- Palestinian peop~~ to self-determination; and their
bados therefore again calls on all nations to respect latest sufferings underline the poignant need for them to
the institutions they have built and to honour the under- have their own homeland.
takings they have made. Barbados speaks out again, 91. We also recognize and support the right of Israel
firm in the conviction that the United Nations and the to exist as a sovereign and independent State
Charter are the guardians of international morality within agreed and recognized boundaries. But Bar-
and the rule of law. bados has always been opposed to the use of force to
85. Since the last regular session of the General settle international disputes. We beHeve that acts of
Assembly, recourse has too often been made to the aggression in the Middle East will not enhance the
use of arms to resolve conflicts between States. This chances for a lasting peace in that region.
trend must be condemned. My delegation once more 92. A number of elements now exist in the form of
would like to call on all nations to utilize the peaceful the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty, the plan of the
means for the settlement of disputes which are spelled Twelfth Arab Summit Conference and the proposals
out in Article 33 of the Charter. of th~ United States Administration, along with
86. This leads me to the question of the Security Security Council re~olutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973),
Council. The Charter intended that that Council should which could he used to build a permanent and lasting
have primary responsibility ior international peace peace in the Middle East.
and security. However, far too often, as the Secretary- 93. Included in the perennial litany of woe is the yet
General warns in his report, nations have avoided unresolved Question of Namibia. The freedom that has
bringing critical problems to the attention of the come to Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe will,
Council, or on occasion have submitted them too it is hoped, soon come to Namibia. The writing has
late for that body to .exercise any serious influence long been on the wall for the racist regime in Pretoria,
on their development and outcome. All members but its obduracy persists. In desperation it continues
of the Council, both permanent and non-permanent, to procrastinate by ~ttempting to make Cuban dis-
have a duty to examine dispassionately and to search engagement from Angola a condition of Namibian
diligently for solutions to issues that are brought independence. South Africa has no right whatsoever
before the Council. in Namibia, and should leave forthwith.
87• .It is·regrettable that the decisions of the Council 94. A word about apartheid and sports-an il;sue
are far too frequently ignored. I believe that the legal which, because of the proWess of Caribbean nations
obligation of States to adhere to resolutions and in many sporting activities, principally the game of
decisions of the Council would be reinforced by the cricket, is cfmore than passing interest to my country.
moral authority of a Council that is seen to be
impartial. It is only when the States Members of 95. The proponents of apartheid have no shame.
the United Nations carry 0 1).1 the decisions of the They do, however, have ·an abundance of material
Security Council that that body will fulfil the role for resources. By assuming that each man has his price,
which it was conceived. they have been seeking by wealth and stealth to lure

our black sportsmen to parade their skills in South
.88. My Government is mindful of the efforts ~hat Africa. The South Mrican authorities hope thereby to
the Security Council has made over the years to bring strangle our sport internationally and to reduce our
peace to the Middle East. Yet today more than ever positions of principle on apartheid to emrty shib-
before the continuing unstable situation there, vividly boleths. For countries such as the one I have the
dramatized by the events in Lebanon during the past honour to represent, countries which flinch at tam­
two months, threatens global peace and security. My pering with personal freedoms, persuasion in matters
Government believes that the withdrawal ofall foreign. of personal conduct and conscience is preferable to
troops from Lebanon is a necessary condition for the coercion. None the less, our cricketers must know that
restoration of peace in that country. The people of playing in South Africa will disqualify them for selec-
Lebanon must be given a chance to seek for them- tion for our national team.
selves a genuine and lasting solution to their problems.

96. Today I j~in with those solemnizing the Day of
89. Barbados is horrified by the recent massacre of~ Solidarity with South African Political Prisoners in
Palestinian refugees in Beirut. We condemn in the most pressing for the release of Nelson Mandela and other
unequivocal terms the perpetrators of that ~astard!y political prisoners in South Africa. We hope that
slaughter of innocent men, women and children ID representatives here will continue to use every method
refugee camps. It is indeed an irony of history that at their command to isolate South Africa politically,
the tragedy of Sabra and Shatila might have been socially and economically.
prevented by those who were themselves victims of
past atrocities. We note that that barbarous act has 97. That small States are vulnerable is a truism
significantly a!ienated. support from Israel, ~hose for which ample evidence can be found in recent
soldiers were ID effecttve control and occupatIon of events, both in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans and
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in the Caribbean Sea. It is to the credit of organiza­
tions such as this that many more small island States
have not fallen prey to the desires of some arrogant,
rapacious and stronger neighbouring State. We must
none the less be constantly vigilant. Today, many
small island States face the threat of attack, not by
neighbouring nations but by mercenaries-soldiers of
fortune, motivated by personal greed, spurred by
racial intolerance, or prompted by some nation State
which would fain do its own dirty work, but dare not.
We contend that the activities of mercenaries violate
international law and constitute interference in the
internal affairs of other States. The activities of
mercenaries result in breaches of territorial in~egrity,

national sovereignty and independence and violate the
self-determination of peoples. Such activities pose a
serious danger to international ~ace and security.
Barbados is, and will continue to be, in the vanguard
of those States which press for the adoption of reso­
lutions and conventions to stamp out the recruitment,
use, financing and training of mercenaries. I wish,
therefore, to appeal to Member States for whom the
elaboration of such a c"onvention would appear to
create problems to present their case in a constructive
manner so that solu~ions may be attempted.

98. Finally, let me assure the Assembly that Barbados
holds the view that the Organization presents the best
means for harmonizing the actions of nations in the
attainment of common ends. It already has many
impressive achievements to its credit. However, it
must now address other pressing needs that clamour
for solution. We fully realize that the transformation
of resolutions, decisions and treaties into practical
action cannot be achieved. except by commitment and
dedicated effort by all our countries.

99. .Intellectual and moral thinking in the twentieth
century has taken a huge humanitarian leap. We have
come to accept that pea",e in our time means more
than the mere cessation ofwar. It connotes the creation
and maintenance of conditions conducive to the full
development of man's physical, intellectual and
spiritual attributes. These conditions cannot exist if the
leading military Powers continue in their race to out­
do each other in the stockpiling and trading of arms
of frighteningly destructive power. Nor can the condi­
tions indispensable to true peace exist where the
battlefield is the ready recourse for disputing nations.
Nor will the conditions of true peace exist while the
millions of the North are blessed with plenty, while
dehumanizing poverty and crippling underdevelop­
ment plague the millions of the South. Nor will the
conditions of true peace ever exist until the miasma of
apartheid is eradicated from southern Africa. These
conditkms will not exist and be secure until, in word
as well as in deed, we begin to live out the true meaning
of the resonant exordium of the Charter of this great
Organization. There it reaffirms the faith of the
founding nations and indeed of all mankind "in fun­
damental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of
nations large and small".

100. Mr. JAMEEL (Maldives): Mr. President,
I should like to begin my speecb by congratulating
yOil on behalf of my delegation on your election to
the presidency of the thirty-sevfenth session of the
General Assembly. We are confident that your vast

experience, knowledge and personal wisdom will guide
our deliberations to a constructive conclusion. May
I also express "ur deep appreciation and thanks to
your predecessor, Mr. Kittani, for his excellent per­
forman~e in discharging the duties ofhis office. I should
also like to extend my delegation's sincere greetings
to the Secretary-General, with the renewed assurances
of my Government's support for his dedicated efforts
in uphol<iing the objectives of the Organization.

101. We are meeting at a time of increasing tension
and anxiety. We are in a situation which demands
that serious and urgent steps be taken to prevent
any further deterioration in the international climate
and to align the norms of international behaviour with
the proper human values prescribed in the Charter.
The need to strengthen the roIe of the United Nations
in maintaining world peace and security is felt at the
present stage more strongly than ever before. We
should not allow the opportunity of this meeting to
pass without effectively renewing our commitments
to the objectives of the Organization, and fulfilling
the aspirations of our peoples.

102. In his remarkable report to the Assembly, the
Secretary-General has very ably diagnosed :he world
situation, and my delegation fully agrees with him
that our prime objective at this crucial moment should
be to renew t~e concept of collective action for peace
and security, and to render the United Nations more
capable of carrying out its primary function.

103. The United Nations was created fer the purpose
of harmonizing the actions of nations in :he attainment
of common ends and it should effectively remain so
with the maximum capacity to safeguard peace and to
be a forum for responsible discussions and negotia­
tions between n~,~ions. We feel also that the respon­
sibility as well as \.~1e authority of the Security Council
in its function as the primary instrument for main­
taining international peace and security should be
reconfirmed and further strengthened by all possible
means. In this context, my delegation wishes to stress
the important commitment of the permanent mem­
bers of the Council and their responsibilities to world
peace.

104. It is frightenir~,g io imagine a world with no
power at all to deal with situations that endanger
international peace. The recent military adventcres
in Lebanon and the earlier foreign int~rventions

in Afghanistan, Kampuchea and some other countries
in Africa and Latin America have indeed alarmed the
world community regarding the dangers ofa new inter­
nati,ona! anarchy. Therefore it is of the utmost
importance that we seriously and sincerely em~,()i1

a process that will free mankind of these fears and
anxieties.

105. My delegation feels that we should accelerate
our efforts to achieve world disarmament. While we
concentra!e on removing the <tanger of a nuclear war,
we should continue with renewed determinSltion our
efforts to limit the arms race and the production and
stockpiling of nuclear weapons as well as of other
destructive ",conventional" w(~apons. My delegation
will continue: to support the efforts of the world
community :in the direction lof total disarmament,
including the: safeguarding of outer space, prohibition
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of nPJclear...weapon tests and establishment of nuclear- Africa of its occupation of Namibia, despite the
weapon-free zones. vigorous efforts of the United Nations to grant inde-
106. The situation in the Middle East remains the pendence to that deprived nation, constitutes a flagrant
most pressing issue on the international scene. The violation of international law and endangers worl~
tragic events in Lebanon have added new dimensions peace and the stability of the African region. It is our
to the gravity of the problem to which the Organiza- duty to continue political and economic pressure on
tion has to address itself. And yet the question of South Africa in our efforts to force it to concede
Palestine-the legitimate rights of the Palestinian to the logic of human realities and to continue our
people to self-determination and freedom-remains at support to the people of Namibia under the leadership
the heart of the issue. The key to any lasting solution of SWAPO. \Vhile condemniI\g the occupation of
and to peace in that cn~cial area is, as is evident Namibia by South Mrica, my Government reiterates
from the seCluence of recent events, the reaHzation of its support to the oppressed people in South Mrica
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, itself under its inhuman policy of apartheid in their
including the right to have their own independent struggle for equality, justice and dignity.
homeland. Ill. Another question of concern to us is the situa-
107. The world has witnessed with anger and dismay tion in Cyprus. We are disappointed by the slow
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon while it continued its progress in negotiations between the parties concerned
illegal occupation of other territories, perpetuating with the aim of reaching an honourable solution to
its policy of expansion through the establishment of the prolonged internal dispute that will at the same time
ill~gal settlements, ignoring and rejecting United ensure the rights of the communities and preserve the
Nations resolutions and violating all norms of inter- national and territorial integrity of the country.
national behaviour. My Government has joined the 112. My country is concerned also about the stale-
world community in its repeated condemnation of the mate in the dialogue between the peoples of North
Israeli aggression against Arab territories and atroci- and South Korea for the purpose of their peaceful
ties in the occupied territories. reunification. We believe that the international com-
108. The invasion of Lebanon under the cruel pre- munity should continue its support to the Korean
text of liquidating the PLO, which symbolizes the people and encourage ihem to continue that process
legitimate will of the .Palestinian people, has clearly within the' framework of their own aspirations, free
revealed the nature ofIsraeli policies in the area. Israel from outside influence and pressure. In this respect
is not only a radical entity that aims to expand at the we should welcome all initiatives calling for the
expense of other ~~,les and of their rights, but is resumption of talks between the two sides.
also a force that will not hesitate to interfere in the 113. We are deeply concerned that the war between
internal affairs ofsovereign States through occupation, Iraq and the Islamic Republic of Iran continues,to
terrorism and even assassination in order to achieve rage despite the repeated appeals by the world com-
unjU5tifiable objectives. The world community, in- munity for a cease-fire and for the solution of the
cluding States which continue to sympathize with dispute between those two neighbouring countries by
Is~ael, should now, in particular after seeing the peaceful means.
horrible consequences of its invasion of Lebanon, act 114. Maldives continues to be guided by a policy
firmly to stop the arrogance and expansionism of of non-alignment and has always endeavoured humbly
Israel. to contribute its modest share in order to strengthen
109. Among the central issues of international con- the unity and the charter of the non-aligned movement,
cern remain the questions of Afghanistan and Kampu- in a'~ sincerity for peace, friendship and international
chea, two small countries which were subjected to co-operation.
foreign invasion. My delegation reiterates its policy 115. Turning to our region and to a question of imme-
of endorsing the United Nations resolutions which diate concern to my country, I wish to confirm our
condemn foreign intervention and caU for the with- full endorsement of and support for the proposal to
drawal of foreign forces from those two countries, transform the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace, l~ot

allowing the pp.oples of Afghanistan and Kampuchea oniy because ofour strong opposition to the presenc~ nf
the opportunity to exercise their own rights without foreign military bases and facilities in the Indian Ocean
outside influence fJr pressure, including the right of but also because of the awareness of increasing ten-
refugees to return to their homes in safety and honour. sion in the region and of the strong possibility of
We welcome the efforts of the Secretary-General in their involvement in provoking and escalating con-
initi~ting talks with the parties concerned aimed at fliets in the area.
finding a political solution to the problems involved.
In the same context and within the framework of the 116. The rivalry among the big Powers and their
same principles involved, we look at the events in military presence in our own neighbourhood divert
Mrica and Latin America in which intervention in 9ur attention to potential dangers and compel us to
the internal affairs of countries took place under dif~ exhaust our resources on otherwise unnecessary
ferent pretexts in the past few years. My country is security measures, while <:lur limited resources are
deeply concerned over this trend of military inter- most vitally needed for the promotion of the welfare
vention, which undermines the orderly and peaceful of our peoples and the development ofour economies.
existence of nations. The efforts to implement the Declaration of the Indhlln

Ocean as a Zone of Peace must tberefore be renewe:d
110. Among issues of grave concern te> thle Organi- and continued within the framework of the fundla-
zation and to the world as a whole is th~ question mental elements of the Declaration. We feel that die
of South West Mrica. The continuation Iby South Co:ombo Conference should be held on as early a
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date as possible. It may be true that the convening
of the Conference will not be enough to resolve all
the problems pertaining to the security of our region.
However, we are convinced that the meeting will
contribute to the favourable development of the con­
cept and improve the climate in the region.
117. My country is indeed glad to note the success­
ful conclusion of the negotiations at the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea with the
adoption of a comprehensive Convention on the Law
ofthe Sea which reflects the expectation~ ofthe world
community. It is our hope that the acceptance of the
Convention by all the States Members of the United
Nations will become a reality as soon as possible.
My delegation believes that the Convention will be
an extremely important instrument fer the promot[on of
a peaceful and orderly discipline in ocean affajrs as
well as for the exploitation of the immense resour~es

of the sea and the sea-bed in a better and more
dignified manner, which would ~ ~neficial for
mankind as a whole.

118. While we focus our "attention on the critical
developments on the intematiGl\.~ political scene,
we fiI)d that further deterioration and serious erosion
is taking place in multilateral economic relations
mainly due to the failure of some of the developed
countries to understand the ineviiability of inter­
dependence. My delegation feels that the concept of
global negotiation should be furt~r pursued and that
new initiatives should be undertaken to accel~rate our
effort to establish a new international economic order.
Meanwhile we should continue our multilateral
negotiations at the sectoral levels within and outside
the specialized world bodies. The process should not
be allowed to slow down under the pressure of the
still existing obsessions (\f protectionism and adverse
national policies. We should sincerely and collectiveiy
address ourselves to all the stres~s and strains of tbe
entire economic system of the world, which extend
beyond the relationship between North and South.

119. Meanwhile we are convinced t:lat the promotion
of measures for collective self-reliance among the
developing countries is now more indispensable
than ever. In this regard we endorse the outcome
of the meeting of the Intergoyemmental Follow­
Up and Co-ordination Committee on economic co­
operation among developing countries held in August
in Manila.

120. As one of the least developed countries of
the third world, Maldives was happy to note the
positive responses from many of the developing
countries to the recommendations of last year's
Paris Conference.3 For our part, we shall try to
demonstrate to the donor countries and to our friends
all over the world that we are sincere and serious
in our efforts to develop our country and to emerge
from the bracket of underdevelopment to an appro­
priate stage of steady national growth. We sincerely
hope that the recommendations of the Paris Con­
ference will be followed up effectively, and we look
fonvard to the round-table meetings scheduled to
take place in the near future in the earnest hope that
they will produce positive results.

121. In conclusion I should like to reatrlI'lD. my
country's faith and trust in the Organization as the

instrument with the most potential for maintaining
peace and security in the world and fuIrJlling the
aspirations of mankind to justice and prosperity.
122. Undenuably, we are bound by serious con­
straints and difficulties. We are more often faced
with frustrating situa£ions such as that through which
we are passing today. However, our faith and tnlst
in the noble principles enshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations demand of us that we renew our
commitments and continue our efforts tfb sti;-ength"n
the role of the Organization in fulfillillg the lofty objec­
tiv~s of the ~harter.

123. Mr. CASTILLO-ARRIOLA (Guatemala) (inter­
pretat;on from Spanish): On behalf of the Guate­
malan delegation, over which I have the honour. to
preside, I wish to express to you, Mr. Hollai, con­
gratulations on your unanimous election as Presi­
dent of tbe GenernI Assembly. Such a high distinc­
tion is well-deserved recognition of your human ~d
professional qualities and your profound knowledge
of the problems being discussed in the Organization.
I am convinced that under your able leadership our
tasks will attain the very best results. Please rest
assured that you may count on the whole-hearted
co-operation of the Guatemalan delegation. I also
wish to express my delegation's recognition of the
work accomplished under the dimction of Mr. Kit­
tani as President of the previous session. My dele­
gation .greets with special satisfaction the Secret9.ry­
G:neral7 Mr. laviter Perez de Cuellar, that illustrious
Latin American diplomat, who is indefatigible in
his efforts in search of a more effective role for the
United Nations in its endeavours to attain inter­
national peace, understanding and harmony.

Mr. Abulhassan (Kuwait), Vice-President, took
the Chair.

124. As regards the national policy of my country,
I wish to declare that the present Government of
the Republic of Guatemala, which assumed power
on 23 March of this year to put an ~nd to a prac­
tically untenable situation stemming from corrup~

tron and lack of respect for the will of the people
as expressed at the polls, received the immediate
assent and approval of ~e entire Guatemalan peo­
ple and met with expressions of inteniational accep­
tance and satisfaction..

125. The goals of the Government of Guatemala
are basically to bring peace to the country, which
is now in such a serious stat~ of upheaval, espe­
cially in some areas, as a result of actions by sub­
versive grou!>s which have sown terror among the
population and caused incalculable personal arid
material damage to inhabitants, forcing them to
abandon their places of origin, disintegrating fmpi­
lies, causing suffering, desolation and death. My
Government is trying to bring into active produc­
tivity and the benefits of progress through .policies,
projec~s and development programmes, a great
mass of the native population which has lived a
forsaken and marginal existence and thus to elimi­
nate as much as pos~ible the enormous social dif­
ferences that now prevail. It is trying also to reduce
the causes of dissatisfaction and frustration in various
sectors of' the population, to bring about respect
for universally recognized human rights, and obser-
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vance and full exercise thereof, to accelerate the
process of integrated and harmonious development
for the entire country, to reactivate the country's
economy and to create everywhere the conditions
necessary for tbe country, to move toward~ a polit­
ical event in which citizens may freely choose their
new authorities and thereby return to constitutional
normalcy.
126. On coming to power the new Government
af Guatemala, which is presided over by General
Jose Efrain Rios Montt, outlined 14 points con­
taining its aspirations and the guidelines to be fol­
lowed in order to achieve full well-being for the
people of Guatemala.
127. Those points are as follows: first, to make
the people aware that the authorities are there to
serve th~m and not the people to serve the author­
ities; second, to bring about the reconciliation of
the entire Guatemalan family for the benefit of peace
and national concord; third, to ensure the security
and tranquillity of the individual, through absolute
respect for human rights; fourth, to restore indi­
vidual and national dignity; tU'th, to develop a nation­
alistic spirit and to create the foundation for th~

participation and integration of the various ethnic
groups that make up our nation; sixth, to bring about
tbe economic recover; of the nation in keeping with
the free enterprise system, through the controls
required by the present state of the nation; seventh,
to restructure the judie,ial power, with the partici­
pation of the Bar Association, in order to adapt it
to present circumstances and ensure that it func­
tions in accordance with ethical, moral and jurid­
ical norms; eighth, to eradicate administrative
corruption and promote among civil servants a
genuine spirit of public service, which constitutes
the foundation of a national Government; ninth,
to encourag~ among the various pressure groups
which represent national actlVICY a new develop­
ment-oriented~ reformist and nationalistic spirit;
tenth, to strengthen national integration, efficiently
utilizing the co-operatio~i of other State3 and inter­
national organizations, at the same time pointing
out certain problems of the State in its foreign rela­
tions; eleventh, to improve the standard of living
of the people in order to reduce existing differences;
twelfth, to restmcture the electoral system so that
as a true democratic institution it represents the
political participation of the people and so that their
wishes are not frustrated; thirteenth, to reorganize
the public administration so that government pro­
grammes are carried ·out in a dynamic way and to
ensure its efficiency and control its regular func­
tioning, thereby avoiding administrative anarchy;
fourteenth, to restore a constitutional form of gov­
ernment for the country within a fixed period of
time, so that Guatemalans will know and demand
their rights and know their duties and obligations
within free democratic institutions.

128. To attain those objectives the Government
of the Republic of Guatemala has since coming to
power taken steps to cleanse the public adminis­
tration, reduce public expendir.li'e through a policy
of austerity, promote investm(!r'~s, increase exports
of traditional and non-traditional products and to
provide immediate help to the villages affected by

subversive violence. At the political level, a Coun­
cil of State has been created, with members rep­
resenting all the sectors of the country and consti­
tuting an advisory body of the Government of the
Republic and a balancing factor within it. It snoujd
be emphasized that this is a body which, for the first
time in (he history of the country, comprises the
various ethnic elements which make u.p the nation,
so that they now have a forum in which to put for­
ward their problems, needs and desires and the aspir­
ations of their respective communities. In the future
they will participate with ali the other sectors of
the nation in the decision-making process, so that
we are better able to define the destiny of the Re­
public.
129. The President of the Republic, in his address
at the inauguration of tbe Council of State, said:

"The political concept which at present we
define as Guatemalan reformism or reform will
be valid only when the various objectives mate­
rialize and become legal fact. These objectives,
reached over the short, intermediate or long term,
will be the framework upon which the roof of our
nationality will rest."

130. Among other general objectives, since the
detailed objectives will be established by mutual
agreement and depending upon the encouragement
provided by the participation of those sectors con­
cerned in the development of our nation, we point
out the following.

131. First, the Council of State shall legislate on
the privileges and exemptions of Guatem~ans,

enhnncing and reinforcing in this legal body all that
pertains to ftuman rights. These rights must be exam­
inerl, publicized, taught and practised and their prin­
ciples should serve as the basis for all types of legisla­
tion. The present Government is committed to the
inclusion in the fundamental laws of Guatemala of
everything that pertains to human rights.

132. Secondly, the Council of State shall propose
the legal procedures through which political dev­
elopment may be guaranteed with the utmost secu­
rity and respect for social stability. To this end,
basic agreements must be reached to ensure the
democratization of the country, thus establishing
its own system, efficient and reliable, just and flexi­
ble, capable of meeting the problems inherent in
our national identity, and a strong State which will
be representative, consolidated aJ'd dynamic.

133. Thirdly, the Council of State shall, further­
more, draft a provisory law for the purpose ofelecting
a Constituent Assembly which will broaden polit­
ical life by the authentic representation of all Gua­
temalans, promoting participation by the people
and consolidation {if the State by encouraging the
expression of public opinion and organizing large
numbers of people and sncial groups in order to
establish a more united society which will empha­
size our common interests and ~nsure the enjoy­
ment of harmony with freedom among its plural­
istic constituents.

134. In view of the frustrations suffered by the
Guatemalans, the repeated and successive contra­
dictions inherited from previous Governments, the
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lack of an overall strategy on the part of the polit­
ical authorities to deal with subversion; the lack
of solutions to our basic problems; the tota! lack
of any ethic:aI or moral example set by those leading
-Or claiming to lead-the nation; ana [nview of the
obvious irresponsibility in the management of the
national economy and the widespread corruption,
"the Guatemalan army commits itself to lead the
country", the President Ilas asked me to state before
the Guatemalan people, "with firmness and a voca­
tion to serve, towards a democratization process
which will create the conditions and legal machinery
required for the establishment of a Government
that will represent legitimacy and put an end to cor­
ruption. The Guatemalan amy firmly rejected the
disruptive activities of individmds or institutions,
as well as the corrupting effects of any demagogy
on the part of those who taJ.:e upon themselves rights
which are only the result of their own frustration,
irrespom1ibility or ignorance".
135. Corruption in former regimes led Guatemala
to a process of decay, not -only politically but also
socially, spiritually and morally, and to the loss of
the ethical values that are essential to people's lives.

136. For this reason, the Government of the Repub­
lic has encouraged a dialogue between the people
and the authoriti~s; and it is hoped that by exam­
ple, new attitudes and the implementation of 3. new
philosophy of Government, these intrinsic values
of our people will be gradually restored, so that to­
"gether with material development can also be a change
in the ethical and spiritual standards, which will
unquestionably enable Guatemala to see its future
more clearly, recover its identity as a nation, and
shape its own destiny.

137. Our national problems are difficuit, we shall
need sacrifice, effort, work and good will on the
part of all Guatemalans to see our country through.
It is to these noble tasks that we are presently de­
voted, tasks that will undoubtedly also require inter­
national understanding and co-operation.

138. The stage which Guatemala is presently going
through is critical because the structures, resources,
values and principles that held good are now being
judged and analysed so that we can apply them in
future and gain a clear and revised image of our situa­
tion. We are in fact a country where there is a great
deal to be done. And so it must be when a people
decides to face the responsibility of building its own
history. From experience we have learned that if we
do not take the making of our own history into our
own hands, others will do it for us in their own way,
which implies an ominous fate for a people which
respects itself: intervention.

139. The historic commitment of the present Gov­
ernment of Guatemala is to consolidate the peace
and security of the nation; to solve the serious eco­
nomic crisis which is affecting Guatemala, as indeed
it is atTecting the entire world, because of an eco­
nomic recession which in Central America has be­
come aggravated by internal causes; to restructure
and incorporate large sectors that are representative
of the country and which have been unjustly left out
in the past and have not participated in the demo­
cratic decision-making of the nation, but which

under a new and safe electoral system will for ~
first time freely exercise their right of universal suf­
frage, thus ensuring the self-determination of the
people of Guatemala and ruling out the electoral
fraud which in the past has been the means of di­
verting our democracy from its true course; to return
to a state of law and to install a democratic Govern­
ment representative of all the people, a process
whose gradual development will be completed by
the beginning of 1985. We are convinced that all
sectors of the country will patriotically co-oper­
ate in this enterprise to implement a true democracy
involving the representation and participation of
the people ef Guatemala. That is our commitment,
and those are the firm steps we shall take towards
the future of Guatemala in the search for a better
national and international destiny.
140. From this rapid glance at the transformation
which has taken place in my country, it can be in­
ferred that its international policy will also be dif­
ferent from now on. Without underestimating the
sacred roncepts of the sovereignty and indepen­
dence of nations, the Government I represent is
aware of the interdependence of nations in the eco­
nomic, political and cultural fields and it recognizes
the need that our problems aLld our diffe~nces be
resnlved in the concert of nations, in open discus·
sion, in the best way, on the basis of respect and
trust.

141.· In addition to the circumstances just described,
we have also had to deal with a national disaster
in the southern part of the country, brought about
by an atmospheric depression, ~using loss of human
life, crops and property. All this has brought a shadow
of mourning over Guatemala. I wish to take this
opportunity publicly to express, on behalf of the
Government of Guatemala, our appreciation for the
prompt and effective help we have received from
friendly Governments and international organizations.

142. As regards the foreign policy of my country,
the Government of Guatemala has since the day it
assumed power on 23 March this year, seen the
necessity of revitalizing our democratic institutions
and restoring the fundamental values of the people
and the dignity of the nation, and it has declared
its intention of abiding by and complying with the
international commitments acquired by Guatemala
and maintaining fuU respect for the legal rules gov­
erning relations between States, as well as co-oper­
ating closely with the organizations that concern
themselves at the international level witb human
rights and guard and protect their exercise.

143. The Government of Guatemala intends to'
strengthen its bonds of friendly relations and co­
operation with an countries with which such n~la­

tions already exist and to extend them to all coun­
tries which love peace and democracy and which
desire such relations, in order to achieve the prin­
ciples of progress within the international community.

144. Guatemala also wishes to confirm its trust in
international organizations and its decision to comply
with commitments undertaken in terms of the prin­
ciples and the Charter of the Unit~d Nations and
thos~ of the charter of the Organization of American
States [OAS] and to reaffirm my Government9s sup-
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port for die United Nations as the principal instru­
ment for maintaining peace and strengthening inter­
national security.
145. As regards our Central American policy, Gua­
temala pursues a policy of fraternity with the coun­
tries of the region, as we have the same origin, we
acceded to independent life at the same time, we
make up a geographic unit, we share the same his­
tory, wc: speak the same language, we have the same
traditions and customs and we face sinular problems.
146. Maintaining utmost respect for the principle
of non-intervention in the internal affairs of other
countries, Guatemala seeks a rapprochement with
the sister nations of Central America. The terms
of this rapprochement can best be summarized as
respect for the highest values of humanity, namely
peace, justice and freedom, and the building of eco­
nomic, legal and political mechanisms for the de­
velopment of the Isthmus, to promote co-operation
among our nations, to strength~n the bonds among
our peoples and to engage in a joint search for a
more promising future for the area, which of late
has seen 30 many upheavals.

147. At the Latin American level, Guatemalan
policy is aimed at reaffirming its faith in the inter­
American system, the objectives of which are out­
lined.in the charter of the OAS; our international
policy at the regiolial levei is one of interrelation,
solidarity and co-operation with the COlmtries of the
region. We believe tllat Latin America must play
its proper role, within the world community, for it
is a continent that has struggled for the principles
of freedom, social justice and dignity and a region
that has a geo-poUtical influence ofundeniable import­
ance within the world cOl\lmunity.

148. Guatemala has faith in the histori~ destiny of
our America and believes that by strengthening
relations in the hemisphere within the framework
of the QAS, Latin Americ? will be in a position to
promote gradual, independent and sovereign de­
velopment for its peoples and to secure for them
the conditions J:ecessary to derive maximum benefit
from their natural resources and to utilizf.' the ad­
vances of science and technology.,
149. As far as world policy is concerned, Guate­
mala supports those democracies which respect the
dignity of tbe human being.

ISO. In the economic field~ Guatemala~ as a devel­
oping nation, shares the just aspirations of the third­
world countries and, as a member of the Group of
17, we share the concern of poor nations with regard
to th~ obvious international injustice-evident at
many levels but fundamentally in the areas of inter­
national trade and economics..
151. As regards human rights, the Fundamental
Statute of Govemment, which constitues the high­
est legal instrument regulating the actions of the
Government of the Republic of Guatemala, provides
that respect for human rights is one of the basic prin­
ciples of its internal organization and of its inter­
national relations. The same Fundamental Statute of
Government defines human rights and ~laborates

on them in its articles, covering basic human rights,
civil and political human rights and social, eco-

nomic and cultural human rights. The Government
of the Republic respects those rights within the
country and internationally it is co-operating with
the organizations created to ensure their observance.
152. In line with this policy, the Government of
the Republic extended a cordial invitation to the
whole Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights to visit Guatemala to ascertain that those
rights were being observed, within the context of the
national situation. This invitation was accepted with
pleasure and the visit took pla:e during the week of
20 to 26 September this year. The Inter-American
Commission Qn Human Rights publicly recognized
that its members enjoyed full co-operation and broad
freedom during their stay in Guatemala while
carrying out an in-depth investigation of human
rights in my country. They met with officials from
the Government, institutions, associations, rep­
resentative groups and political parties, as well as
with individuals and legal entities who wished to file
complaints. They travelled to the interior of the
country, visiting the villages of their choice, to inter­
view the inhabitallts and exchange impressions with
them and to view on the spot their problems and
their living conditions from a human rights stand­
point. The report of the Inter-American Commis­
sion on Human Rights, once the procedural require­
men~s laid. down in its rules and regulations have
been met, will be made public by the Commission
~tself and may be read by the entire international
community. At the end of their visit the members
of the Commission made recommendations to the
Government of Guatemala, which are at present
under consideration for appropriate implementation.

153. Within the jurisdiction of the United Natim1s,
the Commission on Human Rights decided to appoint
a special rapporteur to investigate the human rights
situation in Guatemala. The Government asked
the Secretary-General to propose the name of a can­
didate for that post. The person proposed has al­
ready been appointed and has been accepted by
my Government, and he will be given full co-oper­
ation and freedom for the fulfilment of his mission.

...

154. There have also been interviews and conver­
sations with the Working Group to examine ques­
tions relevant to involuntary or enforced disap­
pearances of persons, established by the Commis­
sion on Human Right!;, and the information requested
concerning cases under consideration by it has been
s~-,bmitted. It has been offered our full co-operation
for the fulfilment of its mandate.

155. This attitude by the Government of Guate­
mala reflects its sincere mtention to improve the
human rights situation in the country and to request
the assistance of the relevant international organi­
zations in order to make human rights in Guate­
mala more effective every day.

156. I turn now to the problem of the Malvinas
Islands. Following the decision of the Republic of
Argentina to reincorporate the Malvinas Islands
within its sovereignty, Guatemala confirmed its
position in support of that sister nation's legitimate
right3 over those islands and endorsed its determi­
nation to claim sovereignty over them. My countrY,
in public declarations and in statements both in the
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Security Council and at the twentieth consultative
meeting of Foreign Ministers convened by the OhS
in accordance with the Inter-American Reciprocal
Assistance Treaty, expressed its views in connec­
tion with the Malvinas Islands, reaffirming its soli­
darity with the Republic of Argentina and recog­
nizing the latter's full rights to territorial integrity.
157. In the Security Council itself, Guatemala
stated, inter alia:

"It is inconceivable that the colonialist system,
which is fortunately in its death throes through­
out the world, including our continent, should
have sprung to life, allowing a colonialist empire
to impose its !nterests upon our America to the
detriment of a Latin American country, whose
right to sovereignty over the full ektent of its ter­
ritory has b~en internationally recognized.

"We believe that this matter should be dealt
with through negotiations so that the vast major­
ity of the States that make up th~s intemaaional
community may mainta!n their faith and belief
that intemational justice iives and prevails, even
when what is at stake -are the interests of great
Powers which seek to imp,ose their wP~ by means

"of their military might.
"If this does not come about, Latin America

will consider this action against Argentina as a
serious threat to all ef Latin America too and very
disturbing for the rest of the world, which might
suffer similar treatment if an attempt were made
to subject them to similar circumstances. ~'4

158. We have witnessed the anguish of a Latin
American republic being attacked by an extracon­
tinental Power in violation of international law, and
we have also been grieved at the fact that Argen­
tina did not receive the response of solidarity which
it should have in this case and provided for in trea­
ties which up to now have been in full force and fully
complied with.
159. As the Foreign Minister of the Republic of
Guatemala, I had the honour to sign together with
the Foreign Ministers of other Latin American Goun­
tries, a request for the inclusion of an item on the
Malvinas Islands in the agenda of the present ses­
sion of the. General Assembly, to be discussed in
plenary meeting.
160. None the less, I now urge the countries in­
volved in the controversy to resume as soon as pos­
sible the required negotiations under the auspices
of the United Nations for the purpose of resolving
that dispute. The peaceful settlement of disputes is
and must continue to be, within the United Nations,
perhaps the most powerful instrument for achieving
peace and security.
161. The General Assembly bar not discussed
the question of Korea in the pa::L 31X years. Guate­
mala feels tbat it should be for the Koreans them­
selves to find a peacf.:ful solution to the problem of
Korea and that the Organization can help to create
a favourable climate in which to resume inter-Ko­
rean talks rather than engage in an unproductive
debate on the question.
162. Nevertheless, in view of the tense and un­
stable situation prevailing at present in the Korean

peninsula, my country is of the opinion that r~sump­
tion of the dialogue between North and South Ko­
rea is urgent, so that, through direct negotiations
and without outside pressure or intenerence, they
may find a solution to their differences~ To that
end, it is essential that North Korea make the polit­
ical decision to return to the conference table as
soon as possible.
163. Guatemala believes that, irrespective of the
main objective that total reunification of the Korean
peninsula be achieved, both South Korea and North
Korea, as a means of relieving th~ existing ten­
sion and creating conditions favourable to the sta­
bility of t!le area, cou~d be admitted as Members
of the United Natkms, pursuant to the principle
of universality provided for in the Charter.
164. In regard to disarmament, with which the
United Nations has concerned itself since its crea­
tion my delegation would like to quote the state­
ment by the President of Guatemala sent as a con­
tribution by my country to the twe~th special session
of the General Assembly, the se~ond special ses­
sion devoted to disarmament:

"Gu&temala, whose people and Government
are deepIy committed to peace, deems it appro­
priate to express its ideas to this forum convened
to discuss all aspects of disarmament.

"Guatemala considers that the arms-reduc':
tion campaign is vital for the peace of the world;
the development of States and the prosperity of
peoples.

"It is necessary to express openly th..;, dangers
inherent in the cont!mJation of the arms race ~md

to dispel the hope that peace and security can
coexist with the accumulation of vast quantities
of means of destruction. .

"General and complete prohibition of the use'
of nuclear weapons 'is of parampunt importance,
since it helps to reduce the risk' of nuclear war
which would mean a holocaust for mankind.

"My country believes that both atomic and
nuclear energy should be used only for peaceful
purposes and for the benefit of the human race.

"Guatemala considers that a lasting pea~-.} can:
be secured only through general and complete
disarmament under effective and strict intema..
tional control and not through a balance of arma­
ments between the great Powers.

uDisarmament is one of the objectives pro­
claimed by the United Nations for over three de-."
cades, but despite the numeroUs initiative"s adopted.
by the Organization, the world is witnessing i\'
frenzied arms race.' '

"Although the great P9wers should be primarily
responsible for disarmament, Guatemala believes
that it would also be desirable to ban sophisti­
cated weapons in Latin America as a way of con­
tributing to universal disarmament and of increasing
the resources allocated to economic and social
development.

uThe Treaty of Tlatelolco, to which Guatemala
is a party, is a very useful instrument for pre...
venting Latin America from being converted
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into a depository of nuclear arms or a test site mate rights to that Territory, which was the subject
for atomic weapons. of dispute under an international legal contro-
• UI feel it is appropriate to underscore the great versy, in accordance with the peaceful procedures
Importance of the highly industrialized countries of the Charter of the United Nations. That dispute
understanding that if, instead of devoting large remains unresolved because of that unilateral and
sums of money to the production of weapons of illegal act by the United Kingdom which has created
mass destruction, they were to channel those re- a permanent situation of insecurity in the area. We
sources to poor countries to help them in their feel it indispensable to resolve this controversy
efforts to achieve integra) and harmonious devel- through negotiations and by means of a peaceful
opment, the flU\jor scourges of hunger, unemploy- sol~tion that .is equitable to all parties, including
ment, malnutrition, illiteracy and precarious living baSically the ngbts of Guatemala, which are founded
conditions which prevail in the third world would on solid historical, geographical, legal, political
be considerably reduced. and moral arguments.

"Peace and social justice, which are the great- 170. Guatemala, confronted by this unaccept-
est aspirations of mankind, can be achieved with able action, considers that the way in which inde-
the active participation of an nations with a view pendence was granted to Belize was in violation
to establishing a new international order and of interna~ional norms; t~erefore, it does not recog-
creating for present and future generations a more Dlze that mdependence, It does not rec:ognize Belize
human and balanced world based on solid founda- ~s a State, nor.does it reco~ni~e its sovereignty or
tions or equality and dignity."5' Its ~rders, or I~S mem!'ershlp m the community of

nations. That Will contmue as long as a fair equi-
165. Guatemala believes that all the problems of t~ble solution pres~rving Guatemala's legitimate
disarmament should not continue to be viewed in I1ghts over the Temtory and the interests of the
the traditional way, but that it is necessary to population of Belize is not found.
extend the field of knowledge as to the attitude of
certai~ Powers and countries which unconrlition- 171. Guatemala has asked the United Kingdom
any serye their hegemonistic interests by providing of Great Britain and Northern In,land not to dis-
subversive movements with arms, munitions, mili- regard its historical responsibility in this matter
taJ'¥ training, logistical support, money and inter- and to continue direct negotiations so that a peace-
national patronage. ful and at the same time equitable and honourable
166. If a global analysis of m~tters r.:lated to disarm- solution may be found for this age-old controversy.
ament is not carried out., various initiatives to 172. The noble purpos~s ~f the United Nations
reduce military expenditures and calls to Powers will not truly be achieved unbss the large majority
to halt their arms race deal with only one aspect of ~f mankind .c~ases to suffer from poverty, hunger,
!he problem ~ut overlook the other aspect, which Ignorance, illiteracy, unemployment, malnutrition
IS the supplymg of arms to subversive factions so precarious living conditions, lack of housing and
t~at they may continue to use terrorism and armed D}any other h~ships. If .all human beings have a
struggle as means to win power, at the resulting nght to happmess, matenal progress and intellec­
cost of human lives and suffering and hardship for tnal, moral and spiritual advancement, the main
the civilian population, as well as the unavoidable tasks of the United Nations must be to streng-
use of resources to fight subversion, which could then international co-operation and to create the
otherwise be used for works of public benefit and conditions necessary to exercise those fundamental
major social intereiit. rights.

167. Guatemala notes with satisfaction that the 173. My delf!gation believes it essential to initiate
Third United Nations Conference en the Law of global. negotiations ~ on co-~peration for develop-
the Sea, after holding several sessions, has suc- ment m the economic field, smce everybody is aware
~eded in producing the text of a Convention on that it has not been possible to reduce the gap be-
the Law of the Sea. My country, like others

t
sin- tween developed countries and developing nations.

cerely regrets that a text which has the subject of On the contrary, the economic and monetary crisis
protracted negotiation has not been adopted by has of late merely worsened those adverse effects
consensus because some States have reservations on the sensitive economies of developing nations.
concerning some of the provisions of the instru- No effective solution has been foand for the prob-
ment

t
basically those concerning the exploitation lems of commodities, international debts balance

of sea resources beyond national jurisdiction. of payment.s, protecti~n of the purchasi~g power
of developmg countnes, trade and transactions

168. Guatemala urges these nations to show their transfer of technology, increase of actual availabl~
goodwill by making concer.sions in their political ,resources, and access to capital markets.
attitudes, so that the Convention on the Law of the
Se~ may be strengthened through its implemen- '174. Although Guatemala believes that the United
tatlon by all the States Members of the Organiza- Nations is the most appropriate forum for resolving
tion. Guatemala voted in favour of the Convention questions affecting the future of all the countries
and will sign it when it is open for signature by States. of the world, we admit that the Organization has

~ot always acted with the promptness and effec-
169. As regards Belize, Guatemala reiterates and tlveness needed. to .solv~ the crises threate.ning
maintai~s in this As~embly i~s reservations regarding world peace. ThiS Situation occurs because It is
the unilateral grantmg of mdependence to Belize difficult to strike an accurate and practical balance
by the United Kingdom, ignoring Guatemala's legiti- between human rights, the interests of States and
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of them with devastating effect. Turbulence is per­
vasive. No region, indeed no country, has escaped
unscathed. More than ever before States need in
their bilateral relations to be conscious of the impact
of their national policies on others and to take the
appropriate and necessary steps to avoid conflict,
preserve pluralism and promote security and the
economic and social development of peoples through­
out the world.
179. Underlying current global tensions is the
heightening of the contestation between social sys­
tems. Nowhere is that more clearly reflected :han
in the increase in expenditure on, and the sophis­
tication of, armaments and weapons systems, fuel­
ling the movement towards conflict and global con­
flagration. The language of co-operation has been
superseded by that of confrontation and the rela­
tions among the great Powers are now da.'1gel ~usly
adversarial. Thus military and political rivalries
have reached a new level, creating in their wake
deep fissures in international relations and the frus­
tration of the process of democratization of tblJse
relations.
180. Our global political preoccupations are matched
by economic preoccupations; equitable interna­
tional economic relations are necessary prerequi­
i3ites to political stability. The present international
economic system is endoubtedly in disarray and
its debilitating effect on all States, especially on
the small and the weak t is manifest.
181. The solutioa to that state of affairs demands
collective, reasoned efforts.. But the global com­
munity has not responded in that manner often
enough. Instead of a greater surge towards multi­
lateralism in internatiunal economic relati09~h tbe.r~"
is today a retreat from it, resulting in frustra~ion

and impasse. Meanwhile, efforts ,to fashion solu­
tions upon partisan, bilateral criteria are being re­
newed. Indeed, the retreat from multilateralism
that threatens economic relations among States
has been finding expression in a reassertion of the
dominance of single-minded ideological approaches
to economic development, in essence a return to
economic determinism. In the retreat from multi­
lateralism, in this return to economic determinism,
we are faced today with a dual ,trategy. There is
a steadfast refusal to remodel existing international
institutions in a way that would render them more
responsive to th~ serious problems which imperil
us all and, more particularly, the developing coun­
tries. Simultaneously, we witness a t~ndency to
deny those multilateral institutions the resources
required for their normal operations. In that regard~u

the position of UNDP demands our special atten..
tion and we must urge a genuine commitment to
meaningful resource allocation to allow that agency
to continue its useful work in an effective manner.
182. The disturbing trend towards a bilateral reso­
lution of global economic woes is demonstrated in
other ways. We cannot ignore the evidence of three
years of continued stalemate in the effort to launch
the global round of negotiations. There have been
periodic signs during the process which indicated
movement but, just as rapidly, there has been an­
other impasse. The failure to agree on that launching
has seriously weakened the much-needed resnlve

the principles and purposes of the Charter. We have
thus noted that the Security Council and the General
Assembly have not always made the same assess­
ment of situations that threatened international
peace and security. The Security Council itself has
to some extent distorted its role by using proce­
dures of informal consultations among its mem­
bers, instead of concerning itself, as it ought to,
with handling matters falling directly within its juris..
diction and finding adequate solutions for them.
17S. My country saw a good example of that when
we submitted to that body our petition opposing the
admission of Belize to the United Nations. The
Security Council, in open violation of the princi­
ples of the Charter, refused to be seized of the mat­
ter. It did so without any reason, forgetting that
there had been an open controversy to be resolved
within the principles of the Charter.
176. It is necessary to establish a solid basis of
equity and justice for the development of interna­
tional relations. My delegation believes that we
must return to the sources' that gave birth to this
Organization. The light which then shone at San
Francisco, when the Organization was created,
should become a beacon for present and future gem­
erations; one which will l!ght our way and enable
us to build a better and more balanced world, one
founded on the pillars of fraternity and solidarity,
where peace, social justice, freedom und dignity
to which all human beings without exception are
entitled will prevail.
177. Mr. JACKSON (Guyana): My first and pleas­
ant duty is !o extend warm felicitations and con­
gratulations to the President, a distinguished son
of Hungary, upon his unanimous election. I and
the other members of my delegation pledge our full
co-operation with him in his efforts to make this
session of the Assembly a successful one. May I at
the same time pay a tribute to Mr. Kittani of Iraq
who, with patience, tact and wisdom, guided the
Assembly through the various and bewildering
demands of the last year. We owe him a debt of gra­
t;tude. May I also reiterate my congratulations to
the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
of Peru, on his election to this most important office
at this most critical period. I have personally had
the pleasure and good fortune of working with him
in earlier years when he gave dedicated and un­
stinting: ·service to his country and to the Organi­
zation. The seriousness and forthrightness which
characterize the approach of the Secretary-Gen­
eral to the challenges facing the Organization and
its Member States have won praise and well-de­
served recognition within the Organization as well
as outside it. We wish him every success.
178. The Secretary-General aptly observed in his
frank and perceptive report on the work of the
Organization "we are perilously near to a new inter­
national anarchy" [A/37/l. p. I]. Guyana shares
that assessment. The world economic crisis deepens
even as political relations are beset by tension and
turbulence. Within recent years there has been an
intensification of global crises, political and eco­
nomic, and a manifest trend towards the exacer­
bation of existing situations and the creation of new
ones, of so-called local and regional conflicts, some
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to undertake collective solutions. The conse- ter for regret that a few developed States have more-
quence is a growing indication that the global mani.. over chosen instead to conclude between them a
festation of the economic woes can be set aside mini-multilateral treaty in defiance of the wishes of
until the national endeavours at a solution have the Gverwhelming majority of the wcrid's States.
been pursued. Thus the absence of global negotia- 187. If I now turn to international political rela-
tions to help to resolve global problems of a struc- tions, it is to say that these have deteriorated mark-
tura! nature has resulted in almost a total dearth edly over the past few years. The diagnoses of the
of measures to address the immediate issues which malai~~ aftlictirjg international relatinns are many
beset the global community. The individual, par- and vt!:.ied. They range from the crisis in the multi-
tisan adjustment measures are being forged with lateral approach in international affairs to the pro-
an increasing incidence of the attendant burdens, liferation of armam~nts with the concomitant
costs and pains of that adjustl!lent being borne by incentive and urge to utilize them; the collapse of
the dev~lopingcountries. co-operative endeavours evolved in the aftermath
183. The problems of depressed prices for com- of the Secm~d World War--so called; an increasing
modities, the prevalence of inflation and high interest disrega(d fOf the fundwmental norms and princirles
rates, the barriers to trade expansion and the chaos of international law; and a widespread tendency
that characterizes the international financial system -too widespread-to resort to lawless conduct
have been repeatedly assessed, examined and ana- based on confrontation, threats and violence and,
lysed from this rostrum over the last few days. Those unhappily, intervention.
analyses notwithstanding, we in the developing 188. These negative manifestations have both
countries are acutely aware of the limits to growth encouraged and facilitated behaviour antagonistic
we now face as a result of those problems. No- to full respect for the sovereignty and independence
where are those. limits more manifest than in our of State;-small States in particular.
efforts at ciebt management. The problems posed
by our spiralling debt burdens present us with tre- 189. Interventionist behaviour is undoubtedly
mendous difficulty. Efforts at adjustment to infla- on the increase. It is at once cause and effect of the
tion i~ the developed world have had a very grave crisis in international relations, a distinguishing
effect on its economies. All of these problems feature of many conflicts. The extant cases are
-high rates of interest, mounting debt burdens numerous-in the Middle East, in Europe, in Africa
and the very nature of the international financial and in Latin America.
system-demand that we seek collective redress. 190. Non-intervention in the affairs of other States
It is our most compel1ing concern and one that neces- has served as one of the main pillars and guiding
sitales urgent and immediate consideration. principles of a system of stable international rela-
184. For our part, we in the developing world have tions. The proscribing of intervention is at the core
been willing to seek ways and meMS to contribute of several international instruments adopted by this
collectively to the solution of the global problems. world body over the years. The most recent of these
as evidenced in the Can}cas Programme of Action6 is the Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Inter-
on economic co-operation among developing coun- vention and Interference in the Internal Affairs of
tries. Our attempts to pool our individual strengths States, adopted at the thirty-sixth session [resolu-
and resource bases and thus promote our collec- lion 36/103. annex]. This Declaration represents
tive self-reliance are noteworthy and offer promise a comprehensive instrument codifying the rights
for the future. But, as has been noted on repeated and duties of States that inhere in the principle of
occasions, economic co-operation among devel- non-intervention.
oping countries, South-South co-operation, is but
one part of the whole. It is not a substitute for genu- 191. Yet, despite its existence as a well-established
ine progress in North-South relations. The quest and fundamental principle of international relations,
for solutions base~ on multilateral and collective non-intervention has increasingly been respected
methods should be pursued unceasingly. more in the breach. The whole gamut of inter-

ventionist techniques, ranging from overt military
185. Guyana notes with satisfaction the successful action to the more inddious and r.ubtle forms of
conclusion of the negotiating sessions of the Third indirect pressures and destabiIization tactics, has
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea been brought into play in recent years.
and the emergence of a final text which truly reflects
the concerns of many who have laboured long and 192. The motivation for intervention varies from
Hard tb establish an international legal regime for case to case. Yet certain broad patterns are clearly
the ocean space. It is Guyana's hope that when we discernible. Some manipulate local situations of
meet in Jamaica to sign the Final Act and Conven- controversy and exploit intematio~'al conflicts to
tion, the number ~f signatories to the Convention ,serve perceived broader geo-strategic interests.
wiU be a source of great satisfaction to those whose .Further, intervention is oftimes designed to. frus-
primary motivation over the past several years has trate national liberation and the struggle 'against
been the promulgation of just and equitable arrange- colonialism. No less problematic is interventionist
ments for the most effective use of the sea and the behaviour undertaken in pursuit of expansionist
utilization of its resources for the benefit of all man- ambitions-territorial, id:ological and economic.
kind, without discrimination. 193. Some of our countries possess enough human
186. It is,' not unnaturally, a source of profound and material resources to ensure for their people an
concern that some States should have seen fit to adequate and satisfying standard of living. Yet some
stand aside from this historic effort. It is also a mat- of these very countries, in what can only be seen as
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a fit ofgreed, seek to covet the territory and resources
of their neighbours. In pursuit of their expansionist
claims, such countries disregard hallow~d prin­
ciples and norn1r~ of an intema~ional legal edifice
painstakingly constructed over the years.

194. But even as we resolve to banish intervention
as an instrument of policy in relations among States,
it becomes imperative to strengthen and advance
the process of collective security and disarmament.
The ~nd special session devoted to disarmament,
held here last June, &id not realize the high hopes
of our peoples for a world free from the spectre of
the catas:rophic uses of the destructive weapons at
man's disposal. This happens at a time in which we
witness the proliferatiol'l and perfection of a plethora
of weapons systems possessing mass destructive
capability.

195. It is indeed a sad commentary on the posi~

tion of some m~or Powers that in the face of a clear
demonstration of the public throughout the world
in favour of disarmament, ,these Powers have not
exercised the necessary political judgement to facil­
itate agreement -')n the various disarmament issues
and the. i>reparation of a comprehensive programme
on disarmament.

196. The recen~ horrors which accompanied the
ruthless Israeli invasion of Lebanon and senseless
slaughter of innocent men, women and children
in west Beirut heighten the necessity for a com­
prehensive, just and tasting solution to the Middle
East situation and the Palestinian question. There
has undeniably been a quickening of the conscience
of peoples to the urgent need to terminate the Pales­
tinian diaspora and to bring about the creation of a
homeland for the P-alestinians in Palestine, as envis­
aged by early resolutions of the Assembly.

197. Let me repeat the position of Guyana: the
a~quisition of teriitory by force cannot be condoned;
the Palestinian people, led by their authentic rep­
resentative, the PLO, must have their national rights
restored; and all States in the region should be ~n­

abled to live in peace ~d security.

198. We must be equally firm in deaHng with the
racist entity in Pretoria. The independence of Nami­
bia must be acbieved in conformity with Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) and there must be
no question of further conditionalities. South Africa
must be made to vacate Namibia and to do so quickly.
At the same time, South Africa mUl)t show full respect
fer the sovereignty and territorial integrity of neigh­
bouring independent African States. Within South
Africa itself, the systems of apartheid and bantus­
tanization must be condemned. The members of
the international community individually and col­
lectively must desist from giving the racists in South
Mrica succour ta maintain their oppressive policies.

199. Unhappily, the tragedy of a divided Cyprus
remains, despite the fact that the Assembly in its
resolution 3212 (XXIX) ~et an adequate framework
for the withdrawal of foreign troops and the recon­
ciliation of tb~ communities in the territory. Guyana
gives every encouragement to the Secretary­
General to continue unceasingly in his search for
an urgent solution. We also support the proposals

made by the President of Cyprus before the Assembly
[21st meeting].

200. Likewise the people of Korea deserve our
support for the peaceful reunification of their ter­
ritory without outside interference. Guyana con­
tinues to urge the implementation of the -provisions
of the 4 ,July 1972 joint 'communique' and the more
recent constructive proposals adv~..nced by the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

201. We are particularly concerned about the con­
tinuing war between II'a1I and tbe Islamic Republic of
Iran. We call fQr strict implementation of the relevant
resolutions of the Security Council relating to this
matter, in particular resolutions 514 (1982) and 522
(1982).

202. . Central America and the Caribbear..--inc1eed,
Latin America-is in a state of ferment. A~ready

thi~ state has culminated in a fuU-:iedged war that
took a heavy toll of young lives and Continues to
do so. Threats of destabilizati~n 003 armed inter­
vention are mad~ in relation to Central Ameri(:a
and the Caribbean. Indigenous impulses for change
are being violently confronted by a tandem force of
local interests and their external supporters. Deliber­
ate policies of pressure and iGtimid~tion are imple­
mented, policies aiming at ideological ccmformity.
Guyana firmly believes that a system CIf peaceful
and stable relations in the Latin Am(~rican and
t:.'aribbean region must of nece~sity be premi~d

OD an end to all types of economic pressures and
political interference and on respect for ideological
pluralism. The Caribbean must be made a zone of
peace.

203. In his statement to the Assembly at the
5th meeting, the Foreign Minister of Venezuela
adverted at length to the relations ~tween our two
countries. Unfortunately that presentation con­
tained egregious distortions; it was contunw:ious,
and it bordered on calumny. It was tendentious
and selective in its account of history.

204. Last year, in addressing the Assembly my
Prime Minister, Mr. Ptolemy A. Reid, laid bare the
history of our relations with Venezuela. The nature
of those relations has been profoundly affected by
a Venezu~lan desire to redraw the boundary be­
tween our two countries, a boundary which was
settled by Treaty in 1899 and demarcated on the
ground between 1901 and 1905.

205. The Foreign Minister of Venezuela stated
that Venezuela's claim is based neither on terri­
torial ambition nor on covetousness of the wealth
of others but on the need to correct an historical
wrong perpetrated against it. And this Venezuela
asserts as the successor to Spanish colonial impe­
rialism. He also asserted that Guyana refuses to
understand the need for this cOITef"tion because it
wishes to enjoy the fruits of British colonial impe­
rialism.

206. Guyana hardly needs to reject these pejorative
Venezuelan asseverations. Moreover, our reputa­
tion as an anti-imperialist nation is well known.
The anti-imperialist policies my country pursues
are in accordance with the tenets of the non-aligned
movement, of which it is a full member.
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215. We are therefore t1~W suggesting for the con­
sideration of the Government of Venezuela recourse
to one of those organs. It is Guyana's belief that
their international ~haracter recommends them as
suitable. We put our confidence in them. We trust
that Venezuela would be prepared to do likewise.

216. Let me repeat what my Prime Minister said
at the thirty-sixth session of the Assembly:

"We have no other wish than that of establishing
a regime of peace, harmony and friendship with
the people of Venezuela, with whom we share
aspirations for a just and satisfying life and with
whom we can together make a contribution to
our development and that of our region and our
continent". [12th meeting, para. 64.]

To that goal Guyana remains committed.

217. In the complexities which beset the interna­
tional community the non-aligned movement con­
tinues to play an influential and beneficial role. As
we speak out against intervention and interference,
the non-aligned are aware that external efforts to
divide and subvert us will continue. But we must.
stick resolutely and uncompromisingly to our prin­
ciples and our policies.

218. Despite its imperfections, the United Nations
system still offers mankind the best hope for a tegime
of international relations based on the rule of law.

211. There are s~veral international treaties and
legal instruments that relate to the border between
Guyana and Venezup,la. The most important one is
the Arbitral Award of 1899, which all parties, in- ~

eluding Venezue~a, had by 9.n earlier treaty agreed
to accept as a "full, final and perfect settlement".
Pursuant to that Award, as I stated earlier, the bound­
ary was demarcated on the ground and re~:stered

in a separate Agreement in 1965. There is also the
Geneva Agreement of 1966,8 which has as its pur­
pose the solution of the controversy which "has
arisen a~ a result of the Venezuelan contention that
the Arbitral Award of 1899 is null and void" .

210. Can Venezuela deny that its troops are still
in occupation of Guyanese territory that it violently
seized in 1966? Can Venezuela honestly-and I stress
the word "honestly"--deny that there have been
numerous viola~ions of our air and land space by
Venezuelan aircraft and armed forces? And what
of Venezuela's actions against us in the economic
field? Can Venezuela deny that it has been endeav­
ouring to dissuade Governments and ot~anizations

both in the developed and in the developing world
from partit:ipating in Guyana's economic develop­
ment, especially in that part of our territory that it
claims? Does Venezuela deny that in June last year,
as we were prepar·ng for a global conference on
new and renewable sources of energy, its Foreign
Minister wrote to the President of the World Bank
opposing the construction of a hydroelectric facility
in the Upper Mazuruni region of Guyana en the
political ~round that the proposed dam was to be
located in the area claimed by Venezuela and that
it was not economically important to Guyana? And
can it deny that such action was l~(eil ~ft~r the World
Bank had itself assessed the project as being eco­
nomically and technically feasible? Is that not eco­
nomic aggression?

209~ The Venezuelan Foreign Minister also asserted
that tbere has been no aggression by Venezuela
agaifist Guyana. I cannot permit that statement to
go um;hallenged. Indeed it must be categorically
rejected. Let 'lhe record speak.

208. With these activities and the potential which
exists, can we accept Venezuela's portrayal of the
Essequibo as a land without exploitable mineral
resources? And are we to understand that its claim
to this land, whose people are moreover of a dif­
ferent culture, is motivated simply by a desire to
redress an his~orical wrong? We are convinced that
the Venezuelar1 1erritori~ claim is an unjustified
attempt to satiate a thirst for the land and resources

f ..'o c ..l1ers.

207. The Foreign Minister of Venezuela, in dis- 212. Under the A.r~eement Guyana and Venezuela
avowing any m\Jtive of covetousness and expan- were required to choose one of the means provided
sionism, and in persisting in his country's territorial in Article 33 of the Charter of the United Nations
claim, asserts that no exploitable mineral resources for the settlement of the controversy. Venezuela
have been discovered in the Essequibo region, which proposed negotiation; we proposed judicial settle-
Venezuela claims. On the contrary, to give but a ment, and recommended the International Court of
few examples, oil has recently been discovered Justice. Unfortunately, Venezuela not only chal-
there; our long-established gold and diamond mines lenged our competence to suggest the International
~re developing ,as centres of economic activity; and Court of Justice but persistently refused to con-
4\.~re has been an intensification in the evaluation sider our proposal for a judicial settlement. As a
of our ~ranium potential. And Venezuela knows this. consequence our two countries are now, in strict

accordance with the provisions of the Geneva Agree­
ment, required to consider the selection of an appro­
priate international organ to choose the means of
settlement.

213. From the inception of the Geneva Agree­
ment in 1966 there have been repeated violations
of it by Venezuela. I have already alluded to some
of them. Notwithstanding those provocations,
Guyana remains willing) in keeping with its policy
of respect for legally binding treaties and peace and
good-neighbourliness, to continue to honour the
Geneva Agreement and to fulfil its obligations under
it. On Friday last Guyana proposed to Venezuela
that ou'" two countries, in fulfilment of that Agree­
ment, seek to agree on an appropriate international
organ to choose a means of pacific settlement.

214. There are a number of organs of a regional
nature, some of which may not be acceptable to
Venezuela and others which may not be acceptable
to us. However, there are three organs of such a
wide int~rnational character tha~ in our op~llion any
of them should be acceptable to both parties. These
organs are: the International Court of Justice. the
Security Council and the General Assembly of the
United Nations.
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228. It has already been observed by speakers
before me that another serious threat to world peace
and security is the production and stockpiling of
more sophisticated conventional weapons. Although
they know full well the destructive capacities of
such inhuman weapons, some of the nations pos­
sessing them seem most eager to emp~oy them in
the pursuit of so-called national interests and objec­
tives, the achievement ofwhich does not seem beyond
means that are more acceptable, under civilized
international law. In fact, those who possess these
dangerous weapons of death and destruction often
assume post'Jres and positions which render inef­
fectual the mediatory and peace-ke,oping efforts
of the United Nations and other international bodies
concerned with seeking peaceful solutions to con­
flicts. Such has been the common frustration of
the Security Council, the OAU, the non-aligned
movement and other international and regional
organizations. In most conflicts threatening regional
or international stability, peace and security, such
as, for instance, those in the Middle East, the Per­
sian Gulf, the South Atlantic recently, Afghanistan,
South·East Asia or southern Africa-to mention
some of the current areas of tension and conflict­
resolutions and decisions of those organizations
are met more with defiance and violation than with
compliance.

219. In his courageous report on the work of the municated to the Secretary-General through the
Organization the Secretary-General not only has normal channels soon after his election and also
analysed the weaknesses of that system but has also during the recent special session of the General
made constructive proposals for the improvement Assembly devoted to disarmament. The Govern-
of its vitality and the enhancement of its effective- ment of the Republic of Zimbabwe is particularly
ness. The decline in its authority and the credibility satisfied at his election for several reascns, the most
dilemma facing the United Nations are as much func- important of which are his outstanding qualities
tions and consequences of certain deficiencies of both as a ~Jerson and as a diplomat, which are well
the system as of the growing propensity of an in- known to Ltl in this Assembly, and, equally important,
creasing number of nations to marginalize the Organi- the great honour which his election represents to
zation or to ignore its decisions. his country r Peru, to the non-aligned movement and
220. We owe it to ourselves and to the Secretary- to the third world.
General to ponder seriously his assessment of the 226. There can be no denying the fact that the thirty-
international situation, his views on the crisis of seventh session of the General Assembly is taking

.confidence facing the United Nations and the various place against the background of a critically deterio-
ideas he has submitted for reinvigorating the process Iflting international situation. I wish to refer to· some
of multilateral diplomacy. We believe that the oppor- of the things which contribute to this atmosphere of
tunity to do so which this session provides should fear, tension and insecurity in our world. In so doing
be fully utilized. Guyana supports his proposals. it is my sincere hope that when we conclude this
We are particularly interested in his argument for session we shall all, as individuals and nations, re-
a role filr the Security Council which emphasizes a dedicate and recommit ourselves to the high prin-
preventive, rather than a reactive, orientation. ciples of the Charter and to world peace.
221. As my President said in a statement on 5October 227. The current vicious arms race, especially
1982 in Brasilia: the nuclear arms race, if it is I1.ot quickly and effec-

"I believe the time is ripe for us to examine tively checked, could lead only to a nuclear con-
once again the possibility of establishing a United flict, resulting in the complete destruction of this
Nations security force with sufficient authority planet; and, as the Secretary-General has already
and strength to forestall aggression and prevent warned in his report on the work of the Organiza-
disputes from degenerating into armed conflicts." tion, nothi~g worth-while will survive a nuclear

holocaust if one comes. Let us remind ourselves,
222. Man's impulse is to survBve and to live in therefore, that what is at stake here is the survival
peace with his fellow man. Our task as represen- of the human race. If so far, however, we have been
tatives ofGovernments is to give effect to this impulse. spared this 'no-victor, no-vanquished' war, it is
The pursuit of this task requires us to undertak~ perhaps because the world has not yet been so un-
serious dialogue, to act in concert, to adhere to the fortunate as to produce persons sufficiently crazy
norms of international law and to make a reality and foolish to wish to inscribe their own names on
of peaceful coexistence. History, I suggest, would the pages of history which no one will ever survive
indeed be unkind to us if we did not seek to build a to recount.
world that is safer and in which justice prevails.

223. Mr. MASHINGAIDZE (Zimbabwe): It is
my privilege to deliver the statement of the Republic
of Zimbabwe to the Assembly on behalf of my Min­
ister for Foreign- Affairs, who has had to go home
on urgent business. The following is his statement.

224. The Government and people of the Republic
of Zimbabwe warmly greet the Secretary-General
and all delegations and wish the session success.
I should like to take this opportunity to congra­
tulate Mr. Hollai on his election to the presidency
of the thirty-seventh session of the General Assem­
bly. He has my best wishes and those of my dele­
gation in the very important responsibility which
the Assembly has placed on his shoulders. He can
certainly count on my delegation's co-operation
with him in his work. May I also join other speaker!)
who have paid a thoroughly deserved tribute to
Mr. Kittani of Iraq, for the way in which he presided
over the thirty-sixth session of the General Assem­
bly,o as well as the special sessions.

225. As this is the first opportunity for me to offer
my personal congratulations to Mr. Perez de Cu6l1ar,
on his election to the highest office in the Organi­
zation, I wish to do so now. This :s, of course, in
addition to the messages of felicitation and good
wishes which the Government of Zimbabwe com-
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229. We in Zimbabwe had-as, indeed, has all
peace-loving peoples of the world-high hopes and
expectations of the second special session of the
General Assembly on disarmament. We are just as
deeply disappointed that the session did not produce
any tangible result. However, in spite of the failure.
of the special session, we remain even more firmly
convinced that there can be no other course for the
international community than to continue its efforts
to achieve arms control leading ultimately to total
disarmament. This will not only ensure peace for
us as individuals and nations, but will certainly lead
to a fresh and more balanced review of our already
critically deranged sense of priorities in the alloca­
tion and distribution of the scarce resources of our
planet. For example, we are convinced that the
SUS 500 billion now annually squandered on arms of
death and destruction will be diverted towards na­
tional, regional and interregional developmental
projects designed to benefit people rather than to
destroy them. .
230. It is not being suggested or implied here that
success in arms control or disarmament will create
a world free of tension and even a;onflict. These
will always be there. What is being suggested, how­
ever, is that the temptation to resort lightly to the
use or threat of force in resolving political disputes
between nations is likely to be reduced rnarkedly.
231. A cursory review on a regional basis of our
world, and especially of the political scene, will
very quickly reveal how far we have wandered from
the path, the ideals and the goals which inspired
the authors of the Charter of this great Organiza­
tion, of which we are all proud to be members. I wish
to start this review with the southern African region.
There the apartheid and racist Pretoria regime con­
tinues its oppressive and repressive policies against
the black majority in South Africa. The same racist
regime continues its illegal occupation of Namibia
in defiance of the resolutions, decisions and decla­
rations of this Organization, the OAU and the non­
aligned movement and the wishes and demands of
the people of Namibia.
232. When in 1978 the five Western countries now
known as the Western contact group successfully
persuaded the Security Council to adopt the now
well-known resolution 435 (1978), they argued that
this proposal offered prospects of an immediate
peaceful ending of racist South Africa's illegal colo­
nizat!on of Namibia. Inc:eed, resolution 435 (1978)
has since been universally accepted as the only fair,
practical and realistic basis for the peaceful settle­
ment of the Namibian independence question. Efforts
have since been made to implement the plan, which
the illegal regime also accepted. Yet Namibia still
remains occupied.
233. I wish to refer briefly to the most recent efforts
involving the front-line States, Nigeria and SWAPO
on the one hand and the Western contact group and
South Africa on the other. The front-line States,
Nigeria and SWAPO co-operated in these efforts,
genuinely hoping that they would facilitate the
implementation of the United Nations plan outlined
in Security Council resolution 435 (1978). During
and after the abortive Geneva Conference in 1981,
the Western contact group informed all concerned

that South Africa had certain concerns which mll';t
be dispelled before the implementation of the United
Nations plan for Namibian independence. We were
further persuaded that once these so-called con­
cerns had been dispelled South Africa would co­
operate in the implementation ofresolution 435 (1978).
234. We can say without hesitation that all the
participants in the recent consultations, including
South Africa itself, were agreed at the end of the
exercise that South Africa's concerns regarding
resolution 435 (1978) had all been completely allayed;
that is, all matters and questions relating to resolu­
tion 435 (1978) and to the implementation of the
United Nations plan had been discussed and fully
clarified to the satisfaction of all concerned, including
South Africa. I should mention in passing, how­
ever, that South Mrica still has to specify which
of the two electoral methods will be employed in
Namibia, that of single-member constituencies or
that of proportional representation.

235. It must be emphasized here that SWAPO
has time and again reiterated its readiness to sign
a cease-fire agreement and to take part in free and
fair elections under United Nations supervision,
as provided for in the United Nations plan. As rep­
resentatives here will recall, this has been SWAPO's
position since the abortive Geneva Conference of
1981.

236. What, then, the General Assembly must be
asking itself, is blocking progress towards the imple­
mentation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978)?
The front-line States, Nigeria and SWAPO are and
have long been ready to proceed to the next point
at any' time, as soon as the electoral method is known.
SWAPO needs to know this in order to make the
necessary preparations for the elections.

237. What I have said so far indicates tremendous
progress towards a peaceful settlement of the Nami­
bian question. Let me also say that this progress
is greatly attributable to SWAPO's co-operation
and to the air of optimism and momentum generated
in the capitals of the Western contact group before
and during the six weeks of consultations. Yet all
this momentum and good will may soon be lost if
South Africa and some members of the Western
contact group continue to manufacture pretexts for
delaying the implementation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978).

238. In this regard, let me make Zimbabwe's posi­
tion very clear. I am referring here to the politics
of linkage and parallelism which have been formu­
lated to make the departure of Cuban troops from
the People's Republic of Angola a pre-condition
of the independence of Namibia. This strategy,
which is not related in any way to Security Council
'resolution 435 (1978), and which is the creation of
.certain members of the contact group and apartheid
South Africa in order to promote and serve their
own bilateral interests, is totany unacceptable to
Zimbabwe. Dragging' the issue of the Cuban pres­
ence in Angola into the Namibian qu~stion is an
unwarranted and unacceptable interference in bilat­
eral affairs and relations between the sovereign
States of· Angola and Cuba, which are Members
of the Organization and of the non-aligned movement.

._-'



26th meetiDg-ll October 1982 495

Moreover, those who subscribe to this ridiculous
and absurd view should be reminded that, while
racist and colonialist South Africa continually com­
mits acts of aggression against the People's Republic
of Angola, Cuban troops have never set foot on South
African soil.

239. With regard to the obnoxious apartheid system
in South Africa itself, Zimbabwe's position is well
known. We have always said that we should like
to see the total dismantling of apartheid and racist
minority rule in that part of our region. We demand
instead a democratic system of government which
sees all the people of that country, regardless of
race, religion, language and sex, as equal citizens of
their land. We call upon the leaders of the apart­
heid regime in Pretoria to negotiato with the legitimate
leadership of the oppressed and exploited black
majority with a view to wO'iking out ways and means
of establishing a system of government guaranteeing
every South African freedom and social justice.
The recently proposed so-called Presidential Coun­
cil giving limited representath:m to South Africans
of mixed race and Asians in that country is totally
unacceptable to the people of South Africa, who
are now solidly behind the armed struggle prose­
cuted by their liberation forces.

240. The Government and the people of Zimbahwe
support the struggle for liberation, equality and social
justice being waged by the liberation movements
in South Africa. We strongly condemn the con­
tinued incarceration of Comrade Nelson Mandela
and other legitimate leaders vf the people of South
Africa by th~ racist Pretoria regime. This and the
numerous political murders committed by the racist
rulers against the opponents of the iniquitous system
are also violations of human rights. We appeal to
the international community to continue and even
to intensify its material, moral, diplomatic and poli­
tical support to the struggling people of South Africa
in their commendable efforts to free themselves from
the apartheid yoke.

241. In its desperate efforts to frustrate the liber­
ation process in Namibia and the dismantling of
the apartheid system within its borders, the oppres­
sive regime is busy waging destabilizing campaigns
against the neighbouring independent and sovereign
States of Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Economic blackmail, bullying
and sabotage, political propaganda and subversion,
and open military aggression and mercenarism are
the common tactics employed by apartheid in its
campaign of regional destabiIization. As the Assem­
bly is well aware, the regime's forces have been
occupying part of Angola's territory for a year now
and there is sufficient evidence that more incur­
sions are being planned.

242. The abortive coup d'etat against the legitimate
Government of the Republic of Seychelles earlier this
year by Pretoria) mercenaries and criminals is also
part of this campai.gn of destabilization. So also is
the recruiting, training, equipping and supporting
of dissident groups in some of the neighbouring
independent States for the purpose of resisting legi­
timate Governments there.

243. Zimbabwe's position on the question of the
destabilization of neighbouring States by apartheid
South Africa is :hat this will not deter us from our
declared policy of offering moral support and· what­
ever. material support we can to the liberation strug­
gle in that land. Zimbabwe demands that the Pretoria
regime should stop forthwith its destabilizing cam­
paigns against our countries. It should withdraw its
forces from Angola forthwith and unconditionally.
The white minority Government of apartheid South
Africa must be warned that no country has any right
whatsoever to violate international law with impunity.
244. I shQuld now like, before leaving the Mrican
region, to turn to the question of Western Sahara.
As the Assembly knows, this question has for .a
long time been on the agenda of the OAU and of
the United Nations. The people of the Sahraoui
Arab Democratic Republic deserve more support iil
the~r just struggle for self-determination in accor­
dance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).
Because the Government of the Republic of Zim­
babwe is totally convinced of the justness of L~e

Sahraoui people's cause, Zimbabwe has recognized
the Sahraoui Arab Democratic Republic as an inde­
pendent and sovereign State. We believe that the
resolution adopted by the OAU Assembly of Heads
of State and Government at its eighteenth session,
held at Nairobi in 1981, providing for the signing
of a cease-fire between Morocco and the POLISARIO
and for the holding of a referendum to be admin­
istered by a neutral force offers the best prospects
for settling the question of Western Sahara.

245. Zimbabwe views with deep concern efforts by
certain members of the OAU, apparently with outside
encouragement, to polarize and therefore paralyse
the OAU.

246. The past few months have witnessed a tragic
deterioration in the situation in the Middle East
region, as has been horribly exemplified by Zionist
Israel's invasion and occupation of Lebanon and the
massacring of thousands of innocent Palestinian
refugees in the Sabra and Shatila camps on 16 and
17 September. The civilized international com­
munity was deeply outraged, shocked and revolted
by this genocidal act and crime against humanity,
whose sadism can only be compared to the crimes
committed by the Nazis, ironically enough against
Jewish people, during the Second World War. Surely
the world cannot behave as jf the thousands of de­
fenceless men, women and children in thfl two camps
were killed by a natural- disaster. The barbaric
slaughter was planned and carried out by the Zionist
Government. That Government and its sup~rters

who, if they had wanted to do so, could have pre­
vented the massacres, should be held responsible for
this crime against humanity and appropriately pun:..
ished by the international community.

247. We have time and again emphasized that no
solution of the Middle East question will be accept­
able unless it recognizes the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people to national self-determinati~~·~

and to the establishment of a Palestinian State under
the leadership of the PLO.

248. It is our view that the Palestinians and their
Lebanese brothers and sisters richly deserv't to·'OO



_----------.....a:.~.:..t:=--" .....-----------~__

496 GenenJ Assembly-Tblrty-seventh SesIIon-Plenary Meetings

commended for their courage, resilience and deter- unabated and ,ases a grave threat to international
mination in the face of naked aggression and intimida- peace and security. The enemies of Korean unity
tion by Zionist Israel. Zimbabwe salutes them, 3.lld the supporters of the two-Koreas myth have also
especially the gallant PLO forces who for several been trying to confuse the international community
weeks courageously defended their people against by their deceitful talk of the possibility of free and
Zionist butchers. fair elections in the South. This cheap propaganda
249. While still in the Middle East, we should like cannot deceive anybody, as we all know that there
to express our deep concern about the continuing can be no free and fair elections in a territory under
conflict between the Islamic Republic of Iran and military occupation.
Iraq. It is our sincere hope that peace may come to 256. While my Government will support negotiations
:his area where regional stabilitY' and securiN are between North and South Korea, we believe that no
seriously threatened. . meaningful negotiations are possible under the
250. Mghanistan is another area of concern to the prevailing conditions. We would therefore like to
Organization and we feel obliged to reiterate our see the immediate withdrawal of foreign forces from
position with regard to it. We feel that a political the South, so as to create an atmosphere condu-
settlement is urgent and that this is only possible on cive to mutual trust between the artificially divided
the basis of the withdrawal of foreign forces and people of the peninsula. It is our strong view that
the cessation of all outside influences and pressures. President Kim Il Sung's proposal for a confederate
Accordingly we call upon all concerned to respect system offers realistic prospects for a settlement in
that country's independence, sovereignty and non- the troubled area. If adopted~ it has every chance of
aligned status. putting the Korean people on the road leading to the

ultimate goal of complete Korean reunification.
251. With regard to Cyprus, Zimbabv:e would again
want to see the end to all forms of foreign inter- 257. The recent crisis over the Falkland or Mal-
vention and interference, so that the i'Cople of that vinas Islands in the South Atlantic merits comment.
republic may be able to determine their own future In that regard, we believe that the tragic events in
freely. The Government of Zimbabwe strongly sup- that region could have been avoided if the parties
ports the independence, sovereignty, territorial to the conflict had ob:;erved the principles of the
integrity and non-aligned status of Cyprus, as one Charter of the United Nations. As Zimbabwe is
united country. We share the concern expressed by opposed to the use of force in the settlement of
many speakers before- us that the intercommunal disputes between States, we wish to urge the two
dialogue initiated under the auspices of the Secretary- parties to seek a peaceful, just and lasting settlement
General's Special Representative has not yet pro- through negotiations.
duced any tangible results. 258. I wish to comment briefly on the international
252. Poland is another area of international con- economic situation. It will be recalled that it was at
cern. Our owe view is that it is only the people the Fourth Conference of Heads of State or Gov-
of that country-free of external pressure, inter- ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Algiers in
vention and interference-who can resolve their 1973, that the idea of a new international economic
internal problems. We believe very strongly that order was introduced. That concept, whic1) has since
any solution imposed from outside and against the been debated at many meetings and conferences, is
will of the Polish people is totally unacceptable. attractive to the developing countries, as it seeks to

halt the perpetuation of a maldistribution of our
253. Zimbabwe's position with regard to the situa- world's wealth. Last year, in this very Hall my dele-
tion in South-East Asia remains unchanged. We gation and many others referred to and warned
belive very strongly in a peaceful political solution against the dangerous deterioration in the world
to the Kampuchean problem in accordailce with economic situation. That same warning is still very
the principles of the United Nations and the non- relevant today, especially since that deterioration in
aligned movement. Thus, we would like to see the the world economic situation may adversely affect
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Kampuchean world stability, peace and security.
soil so that the various factions contending for the
mastery of that country might meet to discuss and 259. Zimbabwe and all developing countries have
resolve their differences for the benefit of the suffering been hoping, almost in vain, that a conciliatory spirit
masses ef that country. would intervene to facilitate the concluding of global

negotiations for a new international economic order.
254. Zimbabwe believes in the principle of self- Unfortunately, however, up to now no progress has
detennination and the termination of all forms and been achieved, as several opportunities have been
manifestations of colonialism. For that reason we lost.
find unacceptable Indonesia's military intervention
in East Timor. It is our belief, therefore, that the ' 260. While the industrialized countries continue
struggle waged by the East Timorese under the leader- . to be unco-operative on this vital matter, their own
ship of FRETILIN is a just one, deserving interna- economies have not been able to escape the ravages
tional support. We call upon Indonesia to withdraw of one of the worst world economic situations. It
its forces from East Timor. must be observed, however, that developing econ-

omies are the hardest hit. The industrialized coun­
255. I should like to turn to the question of the tries are experiencing inflationary spirals, m~ssive

Korean peninsula, another area of major international unemployment, currency weaknesses and high
concern. We note with great regret that the massive interest rates. Slow growth rates are becoming a
foreign military build-up in the South continues common feature of their economies, too. Regret-
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tably, these recessionary conditions are now being
used as excuses for inward-looking policies and for
protectionism against export commodities from
developing countries. We call for the immediate
liberalization of trade relations in favour of devel­
oping countries.
261. The balance-of-payment problems of the devel­
oping countries continue to grow. The deficits of the
latter countries, especially the non-oil-producing
countries, have reached astronomical figures, re­
flecting the multiple crises afflicting the international
economy. Clearly, the international monetary system
needs restructuring to reflect contemporary economic
realities. The core of such a system should be the
participation of the developing countries in the
d~cision-making process and the enha'lcement of
their ability to have a significant impact on the democ­
ratization of the international monetary system.

262. The problem of energy is closely linked to
that of our economic development. Our countries
have serious difficulties in meeting their oil require­
ments, and the oil bills of non-oil-exporting de­
veloping countries have reached unprecedented
proportions. This is, however, an area where the
developed countries and the oil-exporting, newly
industrializing countries can play a crucial role in
aIleviating the general paralysis now crippling oil­
importing developing countries. We do appreciate
the efforts made by some members of the Organiza­
tion ofPetroleum Exporting Countries to try to resolve
this acute problem. What we would appreciate even
more is greater co-operation in the exploration of
energy resources, especially in the area of new and
renewable sources of energy.

263. Another area of concern to us is that of global
food supplies. The eradication of hunger and mal­
nutrition is, and should bet a coIlective international
effort. The establishment of a world food security
system and an internationally co-ordinated system
of nationally held food reserves would go a long way
towards ameliorating current world food shortages
and would also guarantee surpluses for our expanding
populations.

264. It is quite obvious that most countries cannot
escape the malignant consequences of the world eco­
nomic crisis. Indeed, some countries are faced with
stagnation and outright zero growth rates. There is
therefore the need to intensify economic co-opera­
tion and collective self-reliance among States, par­
ticularly among the developing countries. The new
international economic order will, however, remain
illusory unless the developing countries prove that
they are willing to be assertive and determined to
play an effective role in international economic rela­
tions.

265. Finally, may I congratulate and thank the
Secretary-General for his frank, objective and honest
report on the work of the United Nationst to which
I have already had occasion to refer in my statement.
The delegation of Zimbabwe agrees entirely with
every aspect of the report and strongly endorses the
references to the need to examine more critically the
peace-keeping and peace-making roles of the United
Nations, especially the Security COl"neil. The Sec­
retary-General's report is both a welcome inspiration

to my delegation and a challenge at a time when Zim­
babwe is looking forward with humility to serving on
the Security Council. The report has certainly re­
focused our attention on the noble purposes and prin­
ciples of the Charter, to which Zimbabwe is recom­
mitting and rededicating itself.

266. The PRESIDENT: Several representatives
wish to speak in exercise of the right of reply. Before
calling on them, I would remind them that, in accord­
ance with General Assembly decision 34/401, state­
ments in exercise of the right of reply should be
limited to 10 minutes and should be made by delega­
tions from their seats.

267. Mr. L6PEZ DEL AMO (Cuba) (interpretation
from Spanishj: The reply of the- United State$ rep­
resentative last Friday [24th meeting], which did not
respond to what was said here by the Cuban Minister
for Foreign Affairs, calls for some clarification that
will serve to improve his knowledge of my country.

268. Cuba is one of the 25 founding members of the
non-aligned movement and has taken part actively in
its work in the 21 years of its existence. Cuba has
held the chairmanship of the movement for the last
three years by unanimous decision of the members.
As to what Cuba has done in that capacity, the Min­
isterial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non­
Aligned Countries, held four months ago in Havana,
said the following:

uThe Bureau expressed its appreciation for the
dedication, efficacy and strict adherence to the prin­
ciples of non-alignment with which Cuba, in its
capacity as Chairman of the Sixth Conference of
Heads of State or Government, held in Havana in
September 1979, has been co-ordinating the work
of the Bureau and the Movement." [See A/37/333,
annex, para. 9.]

269. Further, we stress that the imperialist Govern­
ment of the United States has no right to decide which
State is or is not non-aligned. The representative of
the United States, a country which achieved inde­
pendence with the decisive assistance ofFrench troops
led by LafayeUe, described as mercenaries the inter­
nationalist Cuban combatants in Angola. The Fifth
Conference of Heads of State or Government, in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, said the following about Cuban
military assistance to the people of Angola:

"The Conference congratulated the Government
and people of Angola on their heroic and victorious
struggle against the South African racist invaders
and their allies, and commended the Republic of
Cuba and the other States which assisted the peo­
ple of Angola in frustrating the expansionist and
colonialist strategy of the racist regime of South
Africa and its a1lies."9

270. What really bothers the imperialist Government
of the United States is that the front-line States, in
rejecting the Washington-Pretoria blackmail linking
the independence of Namibia to the presence ofCuban
fighters in Angola, a matter which can be the sover­
eign decision of the Governments of Angola and Cuba
alone.

271. The Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs
and Heads of Delegations of Non-Aligned Countrie~
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which was held in New York from 4 to 9 October,
stated the following:

UThe attempts to link the independence of Nami­
bia with the withdrawal ofCuban forces from Angola
are incompatible with [Security Council] resolution
435 (1978) and, are therefore unacceptable." [See
A/37/540, annex I, para. 25.]

272. Certainly we are afloat ona sea of difficulties,
as the United States representative said. All the de­
veloping countries, and even some developed ones,
are on that same "sea". There is a deep crisis in the
world economy, brought about by the obsolete impe­
rialist economic order, which persists in trying to
steer mankind through an arms race to a nuclear holo­
caust and rejects responsible dialogue that would
lead to a new,just and equitable international economic
order, to co-operation among peoples, in a world of
peace and development.

273. In addition, for the last 23 years the United
States, in violation of the principles of tbe Charter,
has been applying a total economic embargo against
my country and seeking by every means possible to
hamper our foreign trade. Despite that brutal aggres­
sion and military and other attacks by the United
States on our people, Cuba has overcome the difficul­
ties and has successfully undertaken its development.
In Cuba there are no unemployed; no one goes hungry;
education and health services are free to all; every­
one has an insured old age; everyone is cared for. We
do not have luxuries, nor do we need them; but we
do have dignity for every Cuban.

274. The economy of the United States, despite the
fact that it is based on the plundering of the wealth
ofother peoples, is in a state of'l'ecession and inflation.
Under tbe Administration of the new occupant of the
White House, who is almost always on holiday and,
according to him, near heaven, the people of the
United States are getting nearer to hell. Unemploy­
ment is over 10 ~r cent; welfare benefits are being
cut; taxes are on the increase; and the people are
bearing the overwhelming burden of the heaviest
military budget in the history of the United States.
In this country there are 25 million illiterates, and in
New York City alone there are at least 35,000 people
homeless, sleeping in the streets, abandoned to their
fate amidst the wealth of the few. Here the rich get
richer and the poor get poorer, and the Government
offers no other way out of their difficulties than war.

275. It is incredible to hear human rights discussed
by those who most frequently violate them. We must
remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Hundreds of
thousands of men, women and children were burned
to death in a war whose outcome had already been
decided, with atomic bombs used solely in a show of
power in a world monopolized by these same human­
rights violators. Against the people of Viet Nam. they
used the same amount of explosives as were used
during the entire Second World War.

276. The United States supports the racist apartheid
regime, is the strategic ally ofthe Zionist regime, denies
the people of Palestine their inalienable rights, has
brought to and kept in power the worst tyrannies
on the American continent, and is the main stanchion
of international mercenarism and aggression.

277. Creators of McCarthyism and the Ku Klux
Klan, they discriminate against their black and Latin
population, against the remaining few ofthe indigenous
population that survived the plunder of their lands
and indiscriminate killing. The United States, whose
trade union freedom is so exemplary that all the mem­
bers of the air controllers union who went on strike
for an increase in salary were fired; the United States,
with such an exemplary democracy that in the last
presidential elections barely half the electorate went
to the polls to vote for candidates imposed by big
business, where the real power lies in this country;
the United States, with its' high crime and drug-abuse
rates, eloquent proof of the corruption and decline in
current United States society, has no moral authority
to judge anyone. By its example, the United States
degrades this hemisphere and the contemporary
world.

:78. It is no secret to anyone that Cuba is a socialist
country based on and guided by the noble ideas of
Marxism-Leninism or that we aspire one day to
achieving a communist society. We are proud of it.
It is for that that we work, struggle and live, in order
to put an end to a class society, divided into haves
and have-nots, rich and poor, and in order to end the
pre-history of humanity.

279. We also believe in the international working
class movement. Hence more than 30,000 doctors,
teachers, engineers and technicians from Cuba lend
their assistance to more than 30 non-aligned coun­
tries, and 16,000 young people from those countries
study in Cuba. For that reason, we also help other
developing countries with their defence. We exploit
no one; we do not grow rich from the fruit of the labour
ofother peoples. But we are indeed capable of sharing
our modest resources with tdose who need them. We
are not, Mr. Representative of the United States, the
self-seeking, rapacious empire that you depict, but a
small country that has known how to stand erect in
defence of its freedom, independence and dignity,
paying whatever the price may be.

280. Mr. BABBA (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (inter­
pretation from Arabic): I wish to speak in exercise
of my delegation's right of reply to the statement
made by the representative of the United States on
the f~vening of 7 October 1982 [22nd meeting]. He
objected to the facts set out in my country's state­
ment in the General Assembly on 6 October [19th meet­
ing] , during the general debate. He described it as
propaganda against the United States·-but he did not
adduce any proof. We would have preferred not to
speak, but we consider it essential to reveal the fol­
lowing facts in order to refute the United States allega­
tions and to confirm the truth of the facts in our state­
ment. The whole world is well aware of the policy of

, the United States, particularly' under the present
. Administration, which is a confrontational policy.
The aim is to place armed bases everywhere and to
send United States fleets to seas and countries thou­
sands of miles away in order to impose United States
domination over the peoples of the world and to
engage in economic pressure and blockades against
those peoples-including the Libyan people-that
refuse to follow its lead. In this context we should
like to set out the following facts, only as examples.
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281. First, American aircraft have violated Libyan
airspace on several occasions. We have provided a
detailed list to the Security Council, including the
dates and places of these violations, and this infocma­
tion has been published as a document of the Council.
282. Secondly, on 19 August 1981 American air-.
craft of the Sixth Fleet attacked Libyan aircraft in
Libyan airspace.
283. Thirdly, on 21 January American aircraft of
the Sixth Fle~t intercepted a Libyan commercial
civilian aircraft on its way from Tripoli to Athens
with the aim of endangering the movement of Libyan
civilian aircraft and producing commercial losses.
As usual, the United States at first denied this inter­
ception, and then it admitted it, attempting to justify
it with the allegation that the Libyan aircraft had
entered the field of operations of the United States
air carrier John Kennedy and American aircraft
therefore had to make sure of its identity. The Gov­
ernment of Greece also expressed objections to the
United States in this regard. In fact, the United States
Sixth Fleet is constantly present on Libyan shores,
carrying out manreuvres, engaging in regular provoca­
tion against my country and sending spy planes over
Libyan shores. The latest example is an American
pilotless spy plane that was in Libyan airspace, over
the Benghazi region, and was brought down by Libya's
defence forces on 2 September last. A few days ago,
Libyan television showed pictures of the destroyed
plane and these were shown on television stations in
Europe also.
284. Fourthly, in the economic field, we need only
refer to the American decision, announced by the
State Department on 10 March 1982, to impose an
embargo on the importation of Libyan oil to the United
States, to forbid the sale of technical material to
Libya, to ask American technicians and experts to
leave Libya, to prevent travel to Libya and to forbid
the sale to it of civilian aircraft and agricultural equip­
ment. The objective ofall that is to destroy the Libyan
economy and impede development progress in Libya,
to prevent Libya from following a non-aligned policy
and to silence its voice in opposition to unjust United
States policy in Mrica, the Middle East and other
areas of the world.
285. The statement of the head of the Libyan dele­
gation contained several facts regarding the inimical
United States attitude towards the Arabs and United
States support for Zionist aggression, which encour­
ages the Zionist entity to pursue its expansionist
policy by attacking the Palestinian people in Pales­
tine, annexing Jerusalem and the Golan Heights,
implanting settlements in the occupied areas, attacking
the Iraqi nuclear reactor, invading Lebanon and per­
petrating genocid~ against thousands of Lebanese
and Palestinian civilians there. United States assis­
tance to the Zionist entity in the period from June
1967 to June 1980 amounted to $19 billion, as stated
in the January 1982 issue of the Reader's Digest. An
article in the 28 March 1982 issue of Tr2 New York
Times stated that the allocation for Israel in the 1983
budget amounted to $2.5 billion. In its issue of 2 July
1982 The Christian Science Monitor said that United
States assistance to Israel over a period of years had
cost $1,000 annually to every man, woman and child.
James Reston, the well-known writer, wrote the fol-

lowing in his column in The New York Times on 22 Sep­
tember: "Almost one-quarter of all U.S. foreign aid
goes to Israel every year. It amounts to $2.7 billion,
or between $3,500 and $4,000 for every family of five
in Israel-more than the unemployed get in Detroit".
286. The entire world knows that the Zionist entity
could not have defied the international community
and violated United Nations resolutions and interna­
tional law by killing thousands of children and women
and dispersing an entire people-while continuing its
expansionist policy, expelling people and usurping
their property-had it not been for the enormous
military assistance poured into it by the United States,
unconditionally, in the form of cluster and phospho­
rous bombs, aircraft, tanks and other sophisticated
and destructive weapons which even the member
States of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization do
not have.
287. If the United States representative does not
wish to believe what was contained in the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya statement regarding his country's
responsibility for the brutal massacres carried out by
Israel in Lebanon, and in particular in Beirut, he
should at least not give the lie to former President
Carter, who a few days ago said that it was the cur­
rent United States Administration that had encour­
aged the ruling circles in Tel Aviv to invade Lebanon.
288. United States assistance to the new Nazis and
the Zionist shedders of blood is not limited to the
economic and military fields; it has overlapped into
the political field as well. The United States position
in the United Nations, particularly th~ Security Coun­
cil and the General Assembly, regarding support for
Israel is well known and needs no elaboration. I would
only point out that the heads of delegation who have
spoken in the general debate, have stated that this
position has prevented the Security Council from
being effective in solving dangerous international
problems and has paralysed the United Nations.
Some responsible American authorities have also
admitted this. I have before me an article by Mr. David
Newsom, former Under Secretary of State for Polit­
ical Affairs in the State Department, published by
The Christian Science Monitor on 29 September 1982
under the title "The UN: another Beirut casualty".
Referring to the United States attitude, the article
states:

"The resistance by Israel to any United Nations
role... and the apparent acquiescence of the United
States in that position have added further to the
global erosion of confidence in the international
Organization. ,,*

The author goes on to say that the attitude ofthe United
States towards United Nations resolutions on Lebanon
and the Middle East:

" ... will further weaken the international Organi­
zation and its usefulness in lRe peace process. Such
weakening would have implications not only for
the region but for the world as well."

289. Mr. ROGERS (Belize): The delegation of Belize
wholly rejects and deplores the statement of the rep­
resentative of Guatemala who refused to recognize

* Quoted in English by the speaker.
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the reality of an independent Belize within long-estab­
lished borders. Such a refusal t.o recognize reality in
the region is an affront to the United Nations, of
which we are a Member and which fully recognizes
Belize. We reject the statement also as an attempt to
perpetuate colonialism by calling for direct negotia­
tion between Guatemala and the United Kingdom
over Belize. The only legitimate voice for the people
of Belize is the duly elected democratic Government
of an independent Belize. We reserve our right to
speak at a later stage in the exercise of our right of
reply.
290. Mrs. JACOME (Venezuela)(interpretationfrom
Spanish): In view of the preposterous statements
made by the Foreign Minister of Guyana, we shall
exercise our right of reply at a later date.
291. Mr. CASTRO-ARAUZO (El Salvador) (inter­
pretation from Spanish): The representative of Mo­
zambique referred in confused and inappropriate
terms to situations which his radical ideology pre­
vents him from rec~gnizi~g and understanding. My
country is engaged in working out a process that will
enable us to establish a true democracy in the eco­
nomic, social and political fields-in other words, a
complete democracy where social justice, the safe­
guarding of human rights and the fulfilment of the
individual are the rule, enabling us to overcome our
present difficulties.
292. The dictatorship in Mozambique which, with
foreign military assismnce, exercises brutal oppression
over its own people on the pretext of responding to a
foreign threat is totally devoid of any credibility.
293. My delegation does not wish to give detailed
explanations to countries which, without any moral
authority, seek maliciously to criticize others. Con­
fronted by these attacks we must point out that the
highest degree of self-determination of a people has
been shown overwhelmingly by the people of El Sal­
vador, in its march towards democracy, through its
elections held on 28 March this year, and this is an
absolutely incontrovertible fact.
294. My delegation expresses the wish that all
peoples under a dictatorship, such as that in Mozam­
bique, may one day hold free elections which would
allow them to determine theirown future and to accede
to true democracy. Consequently my delegation

categorically rejects the opinions expressed by the
delegation of Mozambique which, in its d~sire to
make propaganda, sees the mote in the eye of its
brother and does not see the beam in its own.
295. Mr. PADILLA (United States of America)
(interpretation from Spanish): Our delegation does not
wish to continue wasting the time of the General
Assembly on this sterile exchange. Nevertheless we
must reject, and voice our protest against, the lengthy
demagogic and unnecessary statements by Cuba and
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
296. Continually year after year they repeat accusa­
tions that are false and substitute expressions of
purely ideobgical propaganda for facts. This per­
sistent propaganda campaign affects the very fibre of
this venerable institution. The repeated onslaught
does not make for truth nor is it borne out by the
facts. This annual repetition of accusations that are
without foundation or substantive proofcannot deflect
us from our responsibility to look at the facts and to
see what the truth and reality are. We do not need
demagoguery for this, but Cuban rhetoric has been
based solely on the constant distraction of attention
from Cuba's own internal difficulties and lack of free­
doms by projecting them on to the United States.

The meeting rose at 7.30 p.m.
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