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IHTf-ODUCTION 

1. The 1- rcsLnt ~nnual rt.!~'ort o f the Eccn::Jr.ic Cc:::lf.·ission for Africa covers tn~ 
perio1 fr~n 11 h~ril 1~~1 to 30 April 19&2. It has been prepare~ in acc0rd~nce 
with r.arn ·r:!;,h lG n f the Crnnissirm's ter~s rf reference and was ad0pted by 
the Ct'nfcr.:nce r-, f t1inistcrs :J f the Co;;nission on 30 April 19&2. 

CHAPTER I: ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OR RROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION 

2. t.t its tw.) hunt~rcc~ nne' tw..:!nty - sccon,~ c.cetinl' held on 30 b~ril 19132 the 
Ccnfer,;nc-.! ~l f ~finistcrs of the C:Jnoission unani=:~~usly approved. the fal10win;"' 
:1r.'lft resc lutic:ns f ...: r su~):-Jission to the Eccnonic an~ Social Council for action. 

'· 
New st~tutcs of the ~crional Institute for Ponu1aticn Stu~ics, ~cera, 3n~ 
the Inst itu t t.!e f orn., t irn ct rle recherch~ de!T'of.rnrhiques, Yaoun~e 11 

The Ec·m n...,i c :'ne Saci."11 Ccuncil , 

F..ecallin~· rcs'11ution 393 (XV) of 12 April 1930 of the Conference of 
Ministcr9 of the Ec~nnnic Cc~nission for Africa, which endorsed the new statutes 
J f the tw:J institutes ~nd rec"~nr.tcndcd that the statutes shC'u1d Le subrnittec1 
throu,:h the EconoMic ~n~ Soci~l Council for a::rroval by the General Assembly, 

Further recnll in1· resc..lution 426(XVI) of 10 April 1981 of the Conference 
of Ministers of the E~~n0Qic Commission for Afric~, which submitted the new 
statutes to the Gcner.:ll 1\sscnbly throu::;h the EconoMic and Social Council, 

Rcc11lin c· .'1lsn its decision 1981/139 of 24 July 1981 by which it en~nrsec'~ 
the new st.otutes ( f the institutes <!nd reconnenc'ecl that the General 1\ssenbly 
~hruld nprrnve them at its thirty-sixth session, in order to enable the twn 
Institute s to lecn Mc opcrntinna1 as soon as fossib1e, 

No tin~ c c cif>ion 36/450 tnken Ly the General Asse!!'_Lly at its thirty-sixth 
sessi,,n in which the Conference of Ministers of the Cornmissicn was requested 
t n revise the ~raft st~tutes sn that they cnr.tply with the United Nati"ns rules 
an ·' procedures, 

. ..:ecomMcn~s th,,t the General Assembly shrmlJ approve the revised st:~.tutes nf 
the t wo institutes ~~ at its thirty-seventh session. 

-------
!/ Sec ch.,rtcr III, section c, parn(7raphs 138 to 155 <"nd ch<t;-ter V, 

resolution 429 (XVII). 

'II E/ECA/CU.8/22/Corr.2. 
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B 

i d ~t~ collection and analysis 11 Demo~raph c ., 

The Econcnic ~n~ Social Council~ 

~ec~lling its resolutions 1279(XLIII) of 4 ~u~ust 1~67, 1672(LII) of 
2 June 1972 anc l763(LIV) of 18 May 1973, 

Takin". note of the rep0rt of the seconn scssinn cf the J c int Cr nference 
of Africc>.n Planners, Statistici<!ns ~nd Demccr.:tphers ~/ ;m ·.~, in ; •·:1rticubr, 0f 
the decreasint; shares of assistance heinp, m"'ce nve.ilnull! Ly th~ Unit \.! ~. Uiiticns 
Fun,1 for f'opul::ttion Activities anc! other nultilnter:tl nn~ t> ilntcr.>l ' "nc r 
aeencies to States oembers of the EconoMiC C·::-!:llllissinn f or t.fricn :me~ t :J the 
Cc·l~r.Jission itself for cemopraphi c dnta collect i()n, r:rocc ss in;:, CV<!luat. i on, 
Bnalysis an~ ~issc~inaticn, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive 
Direct0r of the United Nations Func for Po~u1ation Activities tn take the 
n€:.ccssary ocasures in orcer to alleviate the curri..!nt t<! l~ucti rJn in rr.:s ources f or 
the re )~ional population prot;r am\c; 

2. Appeals to the General Assembly to allocate the necessary infrastructure 
posts to the Eccnc~ic Ccmmission for Africn to enable it t o nc~t its increased 
responsibilities in the fiell! of population. 

c 

Combating desertification in Africa 11 
Th~ Eccnonic anc Srcial Council --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 

RecnllinP- General Assembly res0lution 36/190 ~f 17 Dcccnl,cr l 'JHl en the 
it:~pleiT"entaticn f t h u · ..~ · · . f f, . 0 e n1teu Nations Ccnfercncc en Desc rtif ic?.ti r~ n' s 1'l1:m 
o •Ctlcn t o C;:;m!Jat Desertification, 

Tn.k!n ~ OQte of th " , · I " f ., t• - · t! n.!Vlew re;-('rt 6 on the in·lcmcntatinn r,f th;:- t· lM c 
·•C 1cn t o conb;lt d if - - h 
Unite,• N . ._ csert icatbn in J\frica, which covers the nctiviti.cs of t e . 

-- atHms system int t 1 • • , ~untrles , '• cres eG lntcr ~:ov.:!rnncnt."\1 LcJ(', il!S !'O l~ t'nnor ... 1 -. c.· 

ll Sec ch1pter III 
r 1 . ' sccticn C, f'Ara:>_ ra"', hs 13 v'' t o 155 .:-..nt1. ch.:>"',. ter V, eso ut1on 431 (XVII), 

!:._/ f./ECA/CH.FJ/22. 

11 See chapter III 
res olution 446 (XVII) . ' sectil"n C, P 1r'! " r:1~·hs 13t.> t n 155 nn '~ ch ."l~ tcr V • 

~/ E/ECA/Ct1. >121. 
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Deeply concerned that, in spite of the massive efforts made to combat 
desertification nnd the size of the financial commitments invested in programme 
activities, dc sertificntion in Africa continues to be a serious threat as the 
deserts encronch on nrnble land every year at an alarming pace, 

Recomm~nds to the General hssc~bly th~ establishment of an institutional 
nachinery r e sponsible for Cot'!lbating drought and desertification in Eastern 
~~ Southern h fricnn subregion. 

D 

Regicnnl progr3mQing, oper~tion, restracturine 
nnd decentralization issues ll 

Tha Econnmic nnJ Soci3l Council, 

Recalline General Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977, 
33/202 of 29 January 1979 and 34/206 of 19 December 1979 on the restructuring 
of the econc;mic nnd social sectors of the United Nations system, which process 
was affirmed ns an integral part of the e fforts required to ensure the 
equitable, full anci cffect :lvc participation of t he developing countries in the 
formulation an(l applic.ltion of all decisions with the United Nations system in 
the field of dcvel0pment anci internati onal economic co-operation and which 
assigned sp~cific additional tasks to regional commissions including the task 
of being the mnin r.enernl economic and soci al development centres for their 
respective rcr.ions, provldine team leadership and r esponsibility for co-ordina
tion and co-oper,1tion at the regional level and acting as executing agencies, 

1. Resolves to consider devoting a regular agenda item to United Nations 
system co-ord inntion problems and needs at the r egional l evel ; 

2. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United Nations to institute 
arrangements t o simplify and expedite technical assistance recruitment 
procedure with a view to deccntrnlizine f ully recruitment functions to the 
Economic C0mmission for Africa; 

t 3. Urrcs the Secretary-General to strengthen the status and functions of 
bhe Regbnal C0mrnlssions Linison Office at United Nations Headquarters to 
etter en~blc it to carry out its representation responsiblities; 

r 4, ~peals t o the Secretnry-General t 0 ?rovide the necessary regular budget 
a~scurces to ensure that the Multinational Programmi ng and Opera~ional Centres 

e suitnb ly staffed nn~ cquip~cJ to carry out their basic functl.rms, ~ 
~fia, the nver- .'111 c~irccticn nnJ mana~ement of their pror,rammes; the r.r r;anization 
~ annual . -1 the collection synthesis and 
di rnc l: tln ~·. s; the prer.:traticn of stud es , ' 

ssemin'lt inn nf inform.'ltion, nnd ~encra l research into development questirms. ---71 h 138 t o 155 end chapter V, 
rC!s - Sec ch~ ;·t c r III, section C, rar3p.: rar 5 

nlutinn 449 (XVII), 
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E 

financinP. cf the Cnmmissirm' s Hultinnt ional Pro ""r:u:,mi n·~ :m ~ 
Ooerational Centres on an established hnsis 8/ 

The Ecnnomic and Social Council, 

Recallins resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 ~f the Cr nfcrcncc n f 
Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa which, in rcaffirnin;· th.>t 
sectoral and suure~irmal inteeration constitutet~ the frun~. atir·n f n r the 
creation nf an African Cr;nnon Market, established the Multin:lti ">n;l Pror.ranr.lin;:: 
nne Operaticnal Centres, 

Keenly aware of the CC"!ilments made by the Jrint Ins:,ccti!'n Unit in its 
report on the Economic Commission for Africn ns rt..!f3rcs th0 in1c'ef1u:Jcy of the 
human and financial resources available to the! Ct'ntr~s ns :1 result r; f which 
their very existence is threatened, ~/ 

Havin~ considered the draft of the report by the Secrct~ry-Gcncr~l on 
the financin 3 cf the Commission's Multination,'ll Prrwr:ur.::liO i' an<~ Opcrntional 
Centres on an established basis .!Q./ preparcc pur!.:u :mt to pnra ;• r .>rh 4 of General 
~ssembly resoluti cn 36/178 of 17 Decemher 1~81 

. ' 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the rcc0mmcn,1 ·ttions contained 
in the c~raft repcrt to the thirty-seventh session f'f the C.cnc·rn1 :.sscm~)ly in 
accor~ance with resalution 36/178 mcnti0ne~ ~~ove; 

2. Recommends to the General Asscm~;ly thnt th(.~ neccssnry rl'".ulnr hu~get 

resources should be provide~ to ensure the it:'rlet:J~nt:'\ti<'n, nn ,, cr' ntinuin i: 
~~sis, of the basic functions 0f these Centres, intl:!r ,,lf'l, th..- f' Vi.· r-~11 
~.lrcction .'!nd n:ana~et:Jent of their pro~rl!mmcs; the r rer•ar.1ti0n n f stu~ies; 
the collection synthesis 1 di 1 

1 1 

1 • anc ssem nnticn of inforrn,,tir"n; .-m.~ ,, ._·ncr.1 
research into development questions. 

'§_I See chapter III, section C, para~raphs 138 to 153 ,,n(1 cha~ter V • 
resolution 450 (XVII). 

2/ JIU/REP/82/1, para8raphs 83 t0 96. 

10/ E/ECA/CM.S/26. 
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F 

Exf'.:tnsicm of the cc·nfcrcnce facilities of the Commission 

q_ t r..d·.ti s J'.bn.'bn. 111 

The Ecrnomic nrul Sncinl Council, 

Rcc.:1llin••. Gener:1l :.ssQrnbly rcs'"lluticns 2616 (XXIV) of 17 Decenbcr 1969 
an·J ?..745 (XXV) c f 17 December 1970 which rccClf,nizcd the inadcqu.3cy of the 
conference fncilitics .3t the hc3dqunrtcrs of the Economic Commission for 
Afric11 an l tho..! rcsp0nsihility of St.'ltcs Hcmbers of the United Nations fr.r the 
solution c f th3t prohlcm, 

Rcc3llinr nlsn its resolution 1981/65 of 24 July 1981 on the expansion 
cf the ccnfercnce facilities of the Economic Commission for Africa, 

Further rcc~llin~ Gcncr~l Asseml;ly resolution 36/176 of 17 December 1981 
requcstin·~ the Sccretnry-Gencr.'ll to undertake a stu:ly on the inadequacy of the 
existin~ conference fncilitics, 

Rccn~nizin~ the ncc1 for nccqu11te conference facilities at the hea~quarters 
of the Ec0nomic Cc:I!lr.lissicn fer t.fric.<J. to service regional, subregional and 
interre~ional CC'nfcrenccs, SYJ':lt:osiums anri seminars for the increasine numrer 
of participants from the cnlnr~ed Qcmbership of the Commission as well as 
participants frc~ other rceions anJ United Nations bodies, 

Recor.uncnds th.:1t the General J\sscnbly at its thirty-seventh session shou1~ 
approve the project submitted by the Secretary-General in accorcance with 
parar,raph 2 cf resolution 36/176 and m~ke the necessary provision so that 
construction work cnn ber.in in 1983. 

3. The fin~ncinl implications ~f the above resolutions are given in 
annex I to the present report • 

.!.!./ Sec chnrter III, sccticn C, parn£rnphs 138 to 155 nnd ch<lpter V, 

resolution 454 (XVII). 
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CHAPTER II: WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE 11 APRIL 1981 

A. Activities of subsidiary ~odies 

4. The list of meetings of the subsidiary bodies held clurtnr, the pe>riod 

unt~er review is containec! in annex II to the present n.:p r1rt. 

B. Other activities 

5, 'l'he activities carrier\ out uncter the Commissi.on' s rto~r:'lmrtl' of work for 
1980-1'181 nnd 19132-1983, as well as in nccordnncc with the rel~v.1nt resclutions 
of the General Assembly, the Economic ancl Social Ccuncil :m(~ th e.: C" nfercncc of 
Ministers, are cescribec below. 

Development planninr, projections an~ policies 

6. Durin~ the period under review, the secret.:triat comf11etcd tlw Survey of 
~conornic and social concitions in Africn fnr the pcrio~ 1~~0-1~~1 cnvcrinG 
developments durin~ the yeer 19UO as well as ~ros;H.~cts fnr the ye.1r 19nl, 
(E/ECA/CM.D/17). 

7. In the area of plannin~ and rroj ections, the wcrk focused on the 
pre?aration of the Ccnference of African Planners, St.1tisticitms an·~ Dcr.o?raphers 
held in At~clis Ababa from J to 17 March DiJ2. An r>.ccount rf the c~dil·erations 
r.f the Conference is contained in l!ccuT"\cnt E/ECA/CM. H/22. 

G. The secretariat was able to give high priority to the Conference of 
i1inisters cf African Le~st Develcpe~. Countries, th~nks ton llNDi' I r .1nt, with,..,ut 
which it w•::ulc'. no t have been pcssiLle to cnrry c.ut the ..,nwr:mmt.e. The r.~ain 
activities were the fo11owin~ : the first mcctinr nf the Conference of Ministers 
of African Least Developed Countries hel(l in Addts Ababa from ".7 to 30 July l?Sl 
(for t~e rep~r~ ~e~ «:'.~"'cument E/ECA/CM.(;/10); thl;; rrep.'\r:ltiJn ,...,f, :m.l p:lr~i:i?~
;io~ ln, the UnHcr. Naticns Ccnferencc C'n Lc:1st Dcvc1 0 1'c:'. r. "'untries hclc. 1 n 
earls from 25 Aucust ta 14 Septcn~er 1!JG1; ;m~ the St:cC'n-1 1'!1l'ctin<: (,f the 
Ccnference of Ministcrs of ~frican Lenst Dcvelcpc! C~ untrics hcl~ :lt Tripoli 
from 26 to 2G April 1~02 (E/ECA/CM.8/28). 

Industrial development 

0 · The OAU, ECA and UNIOO secretariats estarlislwrl .:1 joint cr>mrnittcc to 
draft an action prog f h · 
D d 

. ramme or t e Unltt:!d Nations Industrial Development 
cca c for Afr1ca 1980-1990 d 

· i P:f • r.m to cnhnnce their respective roles in 
as~l~~ n~ \ rican countries in the implemcnt1tion of the Dec~dc Progra~mc 
an e agos Plan of Action from which the former is d~rive~. 

10 · In this connexion an i t t1 hy by ECA OAU n cr-governmcntal meet in~ of experts' s.,onsore 
to exn.~ine t~:ddUNIDO, was convenec1 in /\ddis /\b1b1 fror' 19 to 23 October 1981, 

ocuments on the /\ction Progr:J.I'!lir..:! for the Dccadf' ,...,nd n'lke 
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recomcndations for cnnsider'ltion by the sixth Conference of African Ministers 
of Industry, which 3pprnvl!d the Pr0gr.1ITTIC (for the report of the Ccnfcrcnce, 
see docuncnt E/ECh/CM.B/2). 

11. A Seminar nf African BuRinessmen on Development of In~ustrial 
Entreprcneuri'l1 C:"p::1bililics in .t\fric11 W-'IS orgnnizcd in Adc\is fl.baba from 
9 tc 14 Nov...:v.bcr 1981. 

12. In tho: fielr1 of institution-huiltiin~, preraratory activities \-Tere under
taken towards the estnblishncnt nf an Afric~n Rcgionnl Centre for Industrial 
Ccnsu1t~ncy nnd Man~ge~ent Services, including ~n exploratory uissinn. 
Ccncerning the subscctortll proer:1nmcs, the secrct:J.riat organized twn 
intcr-r;overnmentalrn....:ctings cf experts on the est'lblishr.cnt cf an iron and steel 
industry in the E~stern nnd SGuthcrn fl.fricnn subregion to prepare recomnen~aticns 
en ways nn~ nc3ns of lntc~rnting an~ inpleoentin~ n'ltional ircn an~ steel 
r;roj ects, 

13, The s ecret:1riat also or >anizccl t~·o meetings on the chemical inrlustry 
prograMm~, c ne f o r Eastern anr-1. S(1 uthcrn t.frican countries anc ancther fer 
West Afric~n cnuntries, which prcpnrcd rcccmmen:Jations fer their res;:>ective 
subregions J n th~ pri<:-rity projects ·mc.J. r.1odalities for iopler.~entinr; them. 

14. In the promotion of innustrial co- operation, assistance was given, on 
~equest, t o UDE~C cnuntries anr-1 the Niger River Basin Authority far restructur
lng policies, str~tc~ics an~ instruMents ~s 3 basis for facilitating subre? innal 
incustrial ~cvelopm~..:nt an(~ c 0 -cpcratinn arnc.nr> the countries ccncernet:. 

Stntisti.rs 

1
5
5. Durinr, the yenr unrler review, the J0int Conference of African Planners, 
tat· · -'i · • . lStlci:ms .:m ~1 Dvm'w raphers, which is the princi;Jal means of co-or{. n"ttln?, 

Af rlcnn stntistic~l activities, continued to seek w~ys of imprrvinb the 
rel.'ltionshir· betw~en r!tlt.1 producers anJ users (sl!c rlo cument E/ECA/CM.S/22 for 
the ruro rt •~ f the Conference). 

16 · Th e Statist:f cr\J. Tr.:1ining Pro~ramme for Africa made ~ood progress 
P<lrticulr!.rly in effo rts to i~rrovc the financinf o f its oenber centres and 
eevel~p their tr·'lchin:· st~ff .:mr. curriculil. 

i7 • The nation.•l accounts r rojcct, which is aimet1 mainly at assistinr, 
east c!eve1 0 ;· e(~ 2 n : ~ newly inr~cpcnr~cnt ,".friciln cc-untries, acquire~ n new senior 

~~~iser ·•n · ~ .11sn ."l secc n r~ cy;:crt in 1981. H~wever the <"'.el'lancl f e r services in 
15 ::n:·e• is incro2nsin 1! .'lnr~ two o ther st ,,ff ne!"'bers also unC.ertc ok country 

assi . nr,ents in cnll:1l>f1 rnti cn '1-lith the Worl<' B:mk. 

l < L' · k · industrial statistics which • 1m1t ed advisory w0rk w~s also undcrta en 1n 
nee~ c~nsi~~rahlc im~rovcDcnt in nost Afric~n ccuntries. ~ worksh~? WRS 
or ~.:~ · • · J 1982 b -· nlze ~ <1t EC/\ hc .~ (~qunrtcrs f o r the En::lish-lanr u3[.C :;.r 0u:1 ~n a.nu::~ry 
Y the Munich Centre frr Adv~nce~ Tr~inin~ in fl.rplie~ StAtistlcs in cnll~Lc -

ration \vith urnoo 3.nd SC:\. 
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10. The comr>ilation of industrial, agricultural. transport and communications, 
external tra~e, national accounts, tourisn, distrihutinn, price, ~nd rublic, 
finance statistics ccntinuec~ anc the r:Jnterinl is rrar!unlly he in:: inccf?orate~ 
in the statistical data hase. 

20 In the field of demographic and social stntistics, t\·.'"' stwli~s; on conce!'ts, 
~eiinitions and classifications for internal And intcrn~tionnl nirr~ti nn 
statistics in Africa have been completed and will be ruhlishe~ in th <2 next 
two issues of the Statistical Infornation Bulletin for hfric:1, 

~1. Advisory services on demographic statistics have continued with funds 
proviGed by UNFPA. 

22. The African Household Survey Capa~ility Pro6ramme (i\HSCP) f s .1 component 
d the plobal National Hcuseholt:'. Survey Cn;-nbility Pro~ rar..r:'l~ which .1.ims at 
ensurinE that all developinp countries have perm<'\ncnt fielc' survey ('rpnniz
ations for the continuous pro~uction of intcerate~ cconcm1c, s ~ci~l nnd 
derno ?,r~phic statistics at the household and other levels. Deta!lc~ project 
~)roposals have SC far ueen prepared for 15 i\fric::m C0Untrics. 

23. Although African statistical services have shown consistent improvement 
in technical capability an,J most have clear i<!ens r:Jf whnt they cu "ht tc 
achieve, there is nevertheless a serious sh~rtfall in outrut which is 
denonstratec Ly c~lays in data ~issc~inatirn. The ~ositirn "W~S c~rcfully 
considcre~ by the October 1981 workin~ ~rru' on st~tistical nrr~nizntion and 
staffinc nn~ it concluded thnt there was a n:m1.:-:eMcnt ;-roblel"': 1\fric-:~n 
st~tistical services can produce ~uch better results with cxistin~ resources if 
they take the trouble tc orpanize their work prorerly. 

Fend anc agriculture 

24 • In line with the Regional Food Pbn for Afric:t (AFPL\N) .1nd the La~os Plan 

~: ~~t~~n~ :in _evaluation of the on-scinr devclopncnt prorr:trmcs :!n<~ prcje~ts 
rlcanlnter-.,.overnrnental organizations was unc~crtAkcn The rbjectlve 

was to help in reorientinc then, if necessary ;m-1 l.:1yin' r'o~ f·ui<'c-lincs 
for new proora'Ml:1es -' . ' ' (~ · . 

,, ' anu proJects involvins financi:Jl .:n ~l technic:!} .1ss1stnnce. 

~5. With regard to forestry, the activities of the pro1cct on forestry 

~eslolurcesl c'eve~opment and conservaticn centred on the fin .>lizr\ti :-: n cf the 
u -sea e proJect document hi h 1 ' f r 

enc!o rsement. w c was nter circulated tt1 mcn~cr St.:tcs o 

26 
• Considerahle advice and assistnnce in the fiP.ld of ar,ricultur:tl 

statisticn was ~ivcn to the c t i f h 
fornulaticn of their ro oun r es 0 the rcpion in c nnncxion with t c 
c f huusehr-1 ~ p erar:uncs in peneral v.n/ With the a ··ricul tun1l ,1spectS 

. u surveys in particul r A' . 
Kenya Ethionia o ~ rt • lLV1sory missi"ns were unJcrt .'lkcn t o ., f 1 

t · · ' .,wan, a and Zal"'bin A i i 
3
tion "" 

a wo rkshop on h h 1·d · • ss stance was r ivcn in the or; an z 
ouse o surveys th ' 1 f he 

/i.frican Col"'ll!issiC'n A i ne nco or.y ?.n<~ to the ninth scssic n a t 
. on pr cultural Statistics. 
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27. Follovl- U? nction in conncxion with the project for the improvement and 
~evelorment o f n~ ricultur~l stntisticnl institutions and services was initiate~ 
but had t o Le .:1~ )<'-nd•; nc r~ ! a~ c~usc of l<1ck of funds, 

23. Regardin g the promotion of intcr,rated rural development and improvement 
of a~riculturnl institutirns nnd services, the secretariat continued to provi~e 
assistance t 0 the Lus .... k:l HULPOC in ccnnexicn with the ir.1plementation of the 
inter.rate~ rur :1l r1 ~.:vel rpmcnt pr.Jject covcrin? the United Republic of Tanzania 
and Zamt i .'l , Furth~rr::"rc, assistance was ~iven to thc'lt MULPOC in the preparatinn 
of a fc nsi!, ility stw'y for the esttl!Jlishl'lcnt of a subre~ional maize research 
centre . 

29 . In connl'xi on with programmes on food expansion, the secretariat assisted 

the Gisc nyi HULPOC hy prcp:uing a project r!ocut:Jent for a feasibility study 
on rnultinatiPn .> l c o - e re r.:1ti on in secJ pr:Jcuction, t:>ultiplicaticn ant~ distrib

ution for rice , h e ans and soya for the Great Lakes MULPOC countries. 

30 • In co- op<cration with FAO the secretariat initiated studies to collect 
backgr ound infr. rn"tL-.n 0n the situation of the small farner in Africa anrl on 

the iC.entificnti c n of institutional problems of small farmers with respect to 
farm inve stments :1nc uses ,) f inprovec inputs. Reports have been completec 
and circubte.! on Rw1.n1 .<1, the Unitec\ Republic of Tan~ania anG Zambi3. 

31 A A~ · s n f o llow-u p to the rccommendntions of the W~rld Conference on 
..,rarinn Re: f r rm ,, 0,~ H ur:1l Development, the sccretar1at participate~ tn the wcrk 

ani! activities nf the t.CC T:\sk Force on Rural Developnent under the leaclership 
uf F/10, 

~ 
32 • The s ccrc t:tri.Jt <: 'mt lnue r1 t<' implement its work pro~.ranune in spite 
~ net dccrc,1s (• in th~ finnnci::\1 resources mf!.de available by UNFPA which 
c the P"~ Stp· ln l' !'IL'nt o f p n r·ulntinn ~roj cc t s previously approved. 

of 
led 

!3• In colla!-.orrttion with United Nations Headquar ters , the secretary under
took a series of ~stiMntions of popula t i 0n variables in order to estau~ish 
Nhe . ~ssumptions f o r the l'J02 rounl~ of l' Opu lation projections by the Un1te 
at1cns family. 

34
• The work on th~ z~m~'i."'/ECJ\ field surve y on infant and childhood mortality 

l¥as ::~ls ' · s and reports f o r a f ce~-L 0 succ~ssfully co Mplete d . The pe rt1.nent paper .... 
ack senin,1.r on th~ results of the survey schedulec for APri l l~l32 were rre rnn:c, 

35. s . r completed. These 
i ncl d cvcral studies reports and rc:shearchhplrdoJeC~e wye rl i ta f or the Ni ~erian 
c u ~d the an .,lysis cf Gcrno r. ra~hic ouse o • su · 
s~P ita} city, thrc~ stuJies on the compa r ative an~lysis of world fertility 

rvcy chta nne! ·' stucy on intern:~tionai mi ?, raticn in Africa, etc. 
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36. The on-t;oine research pr:Jjects and studies inclut~e ~cm~f'r.3~-hic c!1ta sheets 
for ECA r~en!:ler States, the Demo~raphic Handbo~k for Africn, c0r:r;:.:-rntive 
analysis of world fertility survey nata, neno~ r3phic cstin~tcs ~n~ rrojectians 
(19B0-2000), review of a8e-sex ~istri~ution froo ~fricnn censuses ~nn san?le 
surveys an~ a review of population policies in relation t0 ~cvclor-rncnt. 

37. Consultancy and a~visory services also continued nnd the secretnri~t 
rrovided assistance to a number of me~ber States or institutions inclu~in~ 
Benin, Ethiopia, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, the Libyan t .. rab Jnrn:1hiriya, Lesoth;), 
Mali, Nirer, Rwancl.~, Sierra Leone, U~anda, Znml:dn, Zim1,nLwc, the E11st African 
Statistical Training Centre and the Miser Basin Authority. 

38. In the field of training, the secretariat has been nctivcly iMpleoentin~ 
ECA Conference of Ministers resolutions on the full rcricnBliz~ticn of RIPS 
anc !FORD, rnonitorinr their activities and dealinij with the nt~r.linistrative 
rnana~ement of these two projects (see dr3ft resolution A in ch~~tcr I ~bove 
and resolution 429 (XVII) in chapter V below). 

Cartorraphy 

39. The sccreatriat provided technical backstoppinr to the Rcrirn~l Centre 
for Traininr, in fl.erial Surveys (RECTAS) as well as to the Rc ;;ienal Centre for 
Services in Surveyinr and MappinP. Assistance \>ms C"ivcn to the ;\ssr,ciation 
of Carto8raphy lly providins it with c:::mfcrence services 'Which l.!n.,hlcd the 
third session of the Council to take place. 

40. Collection of data and 
atlases of the Cartocraphic 
Docuncntation and Reference 
~raphic documents. 
preccr~in;:; year. 

preparati('ln of m.:tps for ten out of n set of 12 
Inventory for Afric.:t were conplctc<~. The M;o_p 
Centre receivcc 470 naps, ch~rts ~nd .--thcr carte

More naps were prepnre~ curinr- the ;Jcri ·)cl th~n in the 

Miner~! resources 

41, The secretariat continued t !' , 
Suuthern ll.fr · M' 0 prov c.e assist~ncc to the E:1stcrn nne. 

~can lneral Resnn1"r<> s D 1 he 
United Republic f T i - - -·-- eve opme:nt Centre bnser'. in o,dc~n, t 

o anzan a, Sioilar ,y it 1 . -nin? 
by member States f th "'" cent nucd to rrol'lJtc the s1.- :;, 

o e 1!;->rePmnnt- for t' bli trl' in Brazzaville th C - f ~---- ··~ ne est,, shocnt of a sir.1il?.r cen -
c f ~eolc"ical ' . e onro, or the Ccntrnl Afric3n subrc-ion, The prc?~rat ioD 

t> ., , r.llneral resource.:: ail , ~ 
en~ these maps will b 1i ib __ , an· rns Mnps of Africn W,S cornrlctc 
1982. e r. str ute~ t,:, r.lCM~cr St,:tes ~~urin~ the fi rRt hqlf !'f 

42. As a follov7-u R 
DrinkinP W t S p to the er,ional Meetin~ on 

~ a er upply ann s · J 

synthcs~s "f th - anltation, c~nvene~ _._ ~ - e country '" 
rep0rts was cc~~ilect, 
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43. The secrl!tariat organized a Seminar and Study Tour on Water Resources 
Development in Arid Zones in Tashkent, in the USSR, from 3 June to 12 July 1981. 

44. A joint ECA/WMO mission visited Burundi and the United Republic of 
~nzania during the period ~nder review with the objective of reviving 
interest of th~ rip.qri:1n countries in the formation of a joint lake basin 
commission for tlw dt:vclopml:nt of Lnkes Tanganyika and Kivu basins. t.n 
advisory mission from the secrctnri~t visited the Niamey MULPOC from 9 to 
24 October 1981 to nssist the 0fficc in preparing project documents for 
their water resources development nctivities in the subregion and, 0n request 
froc the Ethi -: pi.~n Gc• vernr.cnt, advisory services were rendered concerning 
the identifica tic n r-f .:1 potcntiRl grvund water field for the extensicn of 
the existing w11tcr supply of the town of Jijiga. 

45. Activities rel'1tin~ to tht! planning c.nd optimura cevelopment of ccnvcn
t i onal, new ~nd renew~ble scurces of energy in Africa covered technical 
assist ance t o select\:!d mer.1ber States in th~ formulaticn of policies regarding 
the developnent .'lnc\ ~tiliznti ,~n of hydropower resources, advisory services to 
West African cauntri~s regarding co-operation nnd traininB in the fiel~ of 
electricity. p:uticipnticn in nnd preporation of oeetings such as the thin~ 
an f ourth scssic ns 0f the Preparatory Coroittee for the Unite0 Nations 
Con ference on N.::w nnd Renewable Sources of Enercy in New York end the 
C~ ference its~lf in N~irobi, etc. These activities also covered preparation 
0 projects nnrl stur1.ies, implementation of training progranme and routine w~rk 
en energy resources. 

~ience and t ~chn0 1 C"'i' Y 

4;. The secrl:tnri3t ('\rgnnized 3 ~eetinr of the Inter-governmental Committee 
~h. Experts f C' r Science ~n ·. , Tcchnolo~::y Development from 2 to 6 November .1981 

lch ·inter 111 h reviewed the proorcss in the ir:p1enent3tion of the sc1cnce 
~:~ teChnology ~hnptcr of the L.,g~s Plan of Action at the national an,:! regional 

els (for the report of the Co~ittee, see document E/ECA/TPCW.3/3). 

:~·i Substnntivc sunport w~s provided by the secretariat to the African 
fc~ (E)n~l C~ntre fnr' Tcchnolory (ARCT) 3ncl the In~ustrial Property Orraniz~tion 
a n~Hsh-spcakinr, /\(ric,, (ESARIPO) in progr~mme fomulation anc execution 

S \.'Cl l ' as in v:tri >us rr0 mr.ticnal activities. 

~!· Pursunnt tC\ the hilntcral l!rant providec by the Indian GovernrJent, th: 
cretarint clnbnr."ltec the '!'~tin- ~ctivities for the C.evelcpment, ~emnnstrat1C'n 

an1 a '" 1 cquisitinn o f apptopria[e technolo~ies for rurs areas. 

49. f,s fl') h f ience anr1. techn0l0£Y' conprchensive project 
Prc,..,..~·n r t e innncinr, of sc the establishnent 
of r~~ ls for the CQnduct of a feasibilitY stu~Y leaci~P, t~ ~evelopec countries 
loler~llo t ~rainin ~3 3n.~ prnductir:Jn worksh0pS in African eas 

- sub~ltte~ tn UNDP. 
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50 Th tariat co"""leted a study anc assesst~ent, in selectc<! African • e secre -t' h , 
1 

f 
countries of the inpact of local R and D efforts in t e ~eve o;ocnt o 
acriculture with particular reference to fooc production, prcservntion anrl 
storac:e. 

Trans2ort. conmunications anc tourism 

51. The secretariat's activities aimed at it~plecentinR resnlutions 
ECA/UNTACDA/81/12 to 22 adopted at the second Meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Plenninr. 

52. The fifth meeting cf the Inter-agency Co-ordinating Committee, which 
the secretariat helped to oreanize in Geneva from 10 to 12 Deceober 1981, 
resulted in the preparation of the plRn of action for the elaboration of 
the second phase programme of the Decade. 

53. The consultative technical rneetine in Lome took place froo 8 to 
11 June 1981, and those of Ouagadoueou and Yaounde took place fro~ 19 to 
23 January and 15 to 17 March 1982 respectively. 

54. In the area of transport, the secretnriat carried out a transr ort survey 
for Nao!bia (phase I) (project TF/NAM/79/005) and the final report WRS submi t· 
ted to the Office of the Conmissioner for Namibia. A workshop on further 
rlevelopment of Namibia Nationhood Prorramoe in the fiel~ of transport and 
conmunications was oreanized jointly by the secretariat and the Office of the 
Connissioner fer Namibia. 

55. In the area of maritime transport, a joint ECA/IMCO/UNCTAD mission to the 
Eastern and Southern African subreeion h~s been carried out an~ n missicn 
report has been prepared on port operations, protecticn of shipper interes t s, 
~ariti~ legislation and safety. 

56
• As far as ports are concerned, a joint ECA/IMCO mission has been carrie~ 

out and ~ re?ort was prepared on the possible conversi~n of the BanJari 
College in Moribasa into a multinational port operation and manaecrnent centre. 
Technical assistance has been provided to the United Republic of Tanzania and 
Kenya to assist the port authorities in their current manaecMcnt problems and 
a nission to the United Republic of Tenzania and Mozambique has been carri ed 
out to analyse the statistical data. 

57. In the field of inl d been 
rendered conce i h anf water transport, preparatnry assistance has 
Z b rn ng t e de inition nf type of vessels feasible for the am ezi Kafue Kab 

' • onco and Luan~w~ rivers. 

5th6e. NAs for railways. a prefeasibility study T PO 
iO" h on railway link between oL. ' _.er. t e Upper Volta and Mali has 

been carried out. 
59. -In the area of roads and 
prepared for a study on Afric road transport, a project ~ocurncnt has been 
Governtent has aereed 1 1 an Hiehway Master Plan which the Italian d , 

n pr nciple to finance. Assistance has been provi ec. 
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to the Ln~os-Uocb.:ts3 Trans-African lliF.hway Authority to stren[rthen 1 ts 
capt:!bili ty to c~rry out n physical inventory of the IHchw:ly anc1 i1:1prove its 
accinistrative ~n~ legal c!ocuments. 

60. In the ~rca c f con~unicnti~ns, work h~s centred en the jcint ITU/ECA/OAU/ 
UNDF/ADB/PANAFTEL netw.Jrk prC'ject study on a practical working tiocel of a lew
cost scund bro3~castinp, systeP anJ en the feasilility of a rural telecouounic
e.tbns systetJ inclu(:in[ satellite collii!unicr.tion technology for the re~:i::m (see 
resolution 436 (XVII) in chapter V !:.dow). 

61. With rec:a rc1 t0 telecctununicatirms, appr.")xicately 3,000 ko of oicrc-wave 
system e.nc six cr..; ss-torc!cr ccnnexic:ns have been brou~ht into service. A 
further 4,500 k~ ~ £ rout~ and seven cross-Lor~er connexions are at an 
advance (~ sta;;c. 

lnternaticn.:tl tr.:lde ~n.J fin~nce 

62. Efforts h.:IV~ Lecn searec nainly towarcs the expansion and promoticn nf 
trade amon,; African c :>untries. As part of C(lntinued assistance with the 
esta~ lishmcnt of the Preferential Trarc Area fer Eastern and Southern Africa, 
the secretari~t w~s invclvec in the preparation of docuoentation anc sub
stantive servicin~ t;f n nunt1er of neetinr;s which culoinated in the C.:"nfcrence 
cf Heat1s o f St.:tte of Eestcrn anc'. Southern Africa held at Lusaka on 
21 DeceruLer 1':;181 t 0 consicter, ac;!npt and sicn the proposed Treaty for the 
Establisht::ent of n l>rcfl!re:ntial Trade Area for Eastern end Southern African 
States. Eleven countries have now sieneG the Treaty • 

63• As a j~. int und~rtnkine with the Associaticn of African Trade Promotion 
Or(anizations (i\1\TPO)' the secretArillt orcanized a symposiuc of Presic.'.ents an. ~ 
~ecretarics-Gcne rnl of .'i.frican Chaobers of Commerce on the promotion of intra
iifrican trac~e in the li c•ht nf the Lasos Plan of Action and the new international 
~~ononic or~.cr • t~ rct:i~nal w::Jrkshop was also oreanizec:! to bring top.ether 

Yers anll. sellers r f neat nne~ r.teAt products. 

64. As rC[<lr~s intra-African financial co-operation, the secretariat .lSSisted 
in h • H in a ddi tiC'n 
t ~ e nctual estnLlishucnt of the Central African Clearine ousc 
o l ts cuntinucu nssistnncc to the West African Clearing House. 

:~· In the fielc of trat:c and financial relations with non-African countri~s, 
e .secrctnriat, in co-or-cration with UclCTAD, executed a project on State 

~~~~inG orc~nizati~nn en~ on trace And econooic co-operation between African 
~1 ntries anc the Sn ci~list countries of Eastern Europe. ECA, OAU ~nc U~~T~~e 
~- so ore<'-nizecl an Africr.m rc~i~nal seninar c,n neat within the fracework l 

t :'t'JI!on Func ~nn n W;)rkshop c~ internal comi:IoJity issues of particular interest 

" the African rc:-ion ,, . 
~6 . The seccnJ r.'~etinr of the 11.inisterial Follow-.upf Co~~ttt~e 2~ /:O~~~a\~~2a1 
tnc\e an ' Fi D 1 ment was hel'· rct!l an'' f <. nancc f o r African eve cp ·· th sessicn of the Ccnference 

of -i\to llcw(! <'. fr•"n 1 t r 3 FcLru~ry 1982 by the s~~~~CA/WP 1/17-0AU/ECA/ITF/ 
R.ap' t r i cnn Ministers of Trn~e (Sec d()cucents • 

p ' l(II) and E/ECA/CM.S/13). 
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67. As fares transnatianal corporations were concerned, the secretariat, 
throueh the ECA/UNCTC Joint Unit on Transnational Corporations, undertook 
research studies en the social, economic, leeal an~ political i~Jlications 
of the presence o{ transnationals inAfrican countries. Nine stu<!ies were 
undertaken on the role of trensnationals in the t~baccc, su~ar, cotton, 
han~na, coffee, copper, tropical har~woo~ and bauxite incustrics in selected 
African countries. The role and impact of such cor?orntions in the flow of 
nonetary an~ financial resources to and from Africa also received tn? priority. 
The development and dissemination of information 0n transnationals in Africa 
continued to receive attention and to this en~ a list of major transnational 
corporations in Africa was also prepared. 

Technical assistance co-ordination and operations 

68. The secretariat continue~ its technical co-operation activities as 
an executinc agency with funds made available by fundin8 sources in the Unitec 
Nations system as well as multilateral and bilateral programmes. 

69. With funds from the United Nations regular prnr.ramme, amountinr, to 
$US 1,318,000 in 1981, the secretariat has provi~ed reeionnl Rnd subre~ional 
advisory services. 

70. In 19?1, UNDP contributed $US 0,274,000 to suppcrt projects in the 
fields of 1ntra-African trade, statistics, national accounts, transport and 
communications, conservation and development of forest resources, co-ordination 
of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa anc technical 
support to least developed countries, the MULPOCs IDEP and other ECA-spons~re~ 
institutes. • 

71. UNFPA's contribution for the periarl under review amountinr t~ 
$USi2 • 477 • 00~ was utilized to maintain ECA's population infrastructure, 
ree onal adv1sory services and population institutes. 

72. The Voluntary Fund for the United Na 1 
allocation of $US 1 000 000 t ens Decade for W0men provi~ec ~n 
Centre for Wo~en whtch ~ to strengthen the African Trainin~ ann Research 
$US 233 000 Th u i da: also provided support by UNICEF in the nnount of 
for ECA:s E~viro:rne~tt~ a~~onsiEnvironment Pro8ramme provirled $US 121,500 
from donor eavernments ~-~r nation Unit. ECA also received direct zrants 
cover the provision of en o~gan zations amountine to $US 4,263,000 to 
and bilateral technical xperi services under non-rei~bursable loan arrangeroents 

ass stance proernmmes. 

73 . Under t he United Nations T 
$US 1 800 000 rust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD), - • ' was utilized for the 
intra-African trade manp 

1 
execution of projects in the fields of 

1 ' ower, ndustry n t 1 rialS, a~r culture and support for the MULroca: aura resources, building mate 
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Economic co-operntion ancl inter.ration 

74. During the year under review, the greatest effort was devoted to 
strengthening the MULPOCs and assisting member States to establish or 
strengthen various institutional arrangements for economic and technical 
to"'()peration (see also the section above on international trade and finance 
for developments concerning the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and 
Southern Africa). 

75, Other activities have included assisting countries members of the 

' 

~uthern Africnn Labour Commission to formulate or review pertinent projects 
intended to ir.tprove the working conditions of nigrant labourers in Southern 
Mrica or to facilitate the fruitful reabsorption of those who return from the 
Republic of South Africa to their countries of origin. 

76. The secretariat continued to provide legal and other advisory services 
to various institutions, reeional and subregional. For example, it assisted 
in draftinp, mo~el laws on patents anct trade-marks for adoption by members of the 
lnd~strial Prcpcrty Oreanization for English-speaking Africa an~ prepared 
~ raft rules and procedures for the Association of African Cartoeraphers as 
well as a draft protocol for ECOWAS enterprises, etc. 

' n. Concerning Central Africa and the countries of the Great Lakes. the 
~EAC evaluation mission submitted recommencations on the feasibility of 
e~arging econnmic co-operation. The recommendations were accepted by the 
Heads of State curinB their summit meetine in December 1981 durins which they 
~dopted a declaration of intent to establish a Central African Economic 
~.;ommunity. 

78• Tile secretariat continueu its efforts to convene inter-governmental ~eetings 
of the Tanp, icrs MULPOC and in November 1981 it managed to convene an experts 
meeting to discuss the re-orientation of the MULPOC programme. In March 198Z, 
~:eetine nf plenipotentiaries of the Tan~iers MULPOC was successfully convened 

approved the new work programme. 

79 , The period un~er review also witnessed further studies in the secretariat's 
efforts to implement TCDC projects. In fact the secretariat continued to 
~!ay its role in the joint ECA/ECLA TCDC project for the promotion of inter-
t 81onal co-cpera tion in the fields of trade' manpower and science anrt 
echnnlo"y 

(_ . 
~ 
~t • Durin~ the period under revie~ the secretariat's efforts we re eeaf red 
owards t Thus at t he request o cne 

~ assistance to roverncents on reques • ' 
.,cvernment i - j t 1 t he field of intep.rated rural development 
a d an ass stance pro ec n 1 d 
~~thimprovement of rural settlement s was elaborated ands i s ~eingtim: ~m~~;CO 

th~ assistance of United Nations Centre for Human et t emen 9 n • 
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81. In the area cf developcent policy on housin3 ccnstruction the 
secretariat pc?.rticipate'- i n the Conference on Housinr in Africa orr~~nizec! 
j~intly by USAID end the Gcvern~ent of ML~uritius and in the fourth session 
of the Commission on Human Settlements in Mani l a and craf t ed annual on 
the organization and manae;etrent of housinp, co-operatiVP.s. 

82. As far as cc-operaticn is concerned, the secretariat devel~r.ed its co
oper3tion with UNESCO in the field of hu~3n settlements pro~rnmncs in t he 
African reeion. A study tour to India was also oreanized and included a 
scninar on technical trainin~ for 16 African experts. In this se~inar 
possibilities of decentralization and diversificaticn of the pro~ucticn of 
buildin~ materials throueh the utilization of si~ple technolofies l ikel y 
to be adapted in Africa were identified. 

83. An expert meetinE comprising representatives of Benin, Guinea, the Ivery 
Coast, lbli, the Nif'er, Togo and the Upper Volta was held in Lc·Y"e to c'"~nsi~er 
the proposals of the secretariat for the conversion of the Buildins encl. Housic;; 
Centre (Centre de la Construction et du Lop,ement) at Cacavcli, Lome, T~~o, into 
a subreeional research centre for buildinp, anc builcinr; oatcrials. h feasibilitY 
sturly was carried out to prepare the project document which will be submitted 
to the Governments concernec for approv~l. Another feasibility stuuy was 
carried out for the creation of a comncn research centre fnr th~ CEPGL 
ccuntries (Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire). 

E~ucation, traininr and nanpower 

84. Durine the period under review, the secretariat's w~rk in ecucation anc 
trainine focuse~ on five interrelated areas of formal ancl non-formal e~ucational 
syster:IS and practices, training for skills c.levelopoent and transfer of 
techniques, career plennine, euic~ance ant' counsellinr., institution builcUn'! 
and fellowships administration. 

B5. The secretariat or£anizec and serviced technical-1 1 nnrl ministerial-
level conferences on loc li ti f eve 
certificati ~ a za on ° professional traininn, exa~ination, 

0~ an . accreditation for professional practice . in En~lish-sreaking 
CQuntries anc:. on human res 1 · · 

ources P anning, ~evelop~ent anc utilization. 

86. In the field of manpower nd 1 1 
focused en trends i a ernp o~ent planninc, prorrnome activit es 

' • ssues an~ practices i h . projections ?lannin d · n ucan resources assessment, 
The proera~e equal!~ :n pr~gramroine their development and productive use. s 
for humnn resources pla~~~~: a~n the current state and adcqu~cy of institution 
econonies ' absorptive c lt d developccnt in relation to the nr:!tional 
menaeeoent and producti:~a~seyo:s ~ell as stratepies for ~roper i~entificotion , 

t e entire human resources potcntinl. 
87. In line with the Laeos Pl f 
c enpower plannina the d 1 an ° Action, hieh priority was accorded to in~ 

"' " eve oprnent of 1 i hanc u the r egion ' s self-reli anc~ i - - nst tutions and rers ~nnel f or en ces 
assesscent and nro~ra.~in tnh ei nsurinc (i) n planned approach tn human resour 

r 1" k".Lll rr e r devcl -- '-' opmcnt and pr<"'cuctivc use; (ii) 8 
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co-ordinated approach to their planning, development and utilization 
as well as integrating human resources into the over-all national 
socio-economic development planning; and (iii) development and sharing 
of information on manpower availability so as to promote intra-African 
c~operation in this area. 

Public administration and finance 

88. In the field of institutional, administrative and managerial capabili
ties development advisory missions were undertaken to Burundi, the Central 
Mrican Republic, Chad, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, the Gambia, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Somalia, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

89. In the field of development and management of budgetary and taxation 
systems, activities were greatly constrained by the lack of staff resources. 
In the area of collection and dissemination of information, the preparation 
of a "Roster of African Taxation Experts11 was initiated. One national 
training workshop on budgeting and financial management was conducted in 
Juba, the Sudan. 

Environment 

90. During the period under review the secretariat commented on the draft 
summary of consultants' reports for the ECA/UNESCO/IOC project on the 
development of marine science and technology in Africa in connexion with 
the workshop held at Addis Ababa from 8 to 13 June 1981. The outcome of the 
meeting was a draft action plan for the development of marine science 
research and training as well as for the development of adaptable technologies 
that will enable the countries of the region to exploit fully their marine 
resources. 

91. The secretariat contributed the envirccmental cc&ponents of the working 
Papers prepared for the United Nations Industrial Development Decade in Africa. 
Programme, 1980-1990. Working papers were prepared jointly by ECA, OAU and 
UNrno for two meetings namely the Inter-governmental Meeting of Experts on 
the Programme for the Decade, held from 19 to 23 October 1981 and the si~~h _ 
Conference of African Ministers of Industry held from 23 to 25 November 1981, 
both at Addis Ababa. 

92 • The secretariat completed a chapter on the environmental role of 
ttopical forest ecosystems as a contribution towards the joint ECA/FAO/UNIDO 
Survey on African Timber Trends and Prospects, 1950-2000 being prepared by the 
forest Industries Advisory Group based at ECA. It also delivered a paper on 
Problems of desertification control and the protection of the environment 
to the Joint UNESCO/Department of Public Information Seminar for Educators 
held at Addis Ababa from 19 October to 6 November 1981. It ~~ontinues,to 
serve 1 ~mo s i 1 and Economic Research 

n an advisory capacity in the "u oc a 
Scientific Working Group on tropical diseases. 
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93 The secretariat also participated in a joint UNEP/WHO/USSR lnter
~;;ional Workshop on Air Pollution from Motor Vehicles, held in Moscow 
from 5 to 9 October 1981. The main purpose of the workshop was to 
promote a better understanding of the environmental, health, technological 
and policy issues in motor vehicles air pollution and its control. 

Social development 

94. The project on the use of the mass media as a strategy for rural 
transformation and rural and urban communities continued and is expected 
to end in May 1982 with completion of the training seminars for directors 
on the use of the mass media. 

95. A Regional Inter-governmental Meeting on Aging was held in Addis Ababa 
from 1 to 5 March 1982. The purpose of the meeting was to promote an 
exchange of experience relating to existing policies and programmes for the 
aging and to provide a forum for launching a regional programme of action 
as an input into an international plan of action aimed at guaranteeing economic 
and social security to old persons, as well as opportunities to contribute 
to national development. 

96. In the field of training the secretariat has trained women in several 
priority areas. A training workshop on the improvement of the quality 
of life of rural women was organized in Addis Ababa in May 1981 for trainers, 
planners and leaders from African Portugese-speaking countries. 

' 

97. Meetings and seminars were also organized during the period under 
review among which were an expert group meeting for English-speaking 
personnel involved in the progr~e for out-of-school girls and a joint 
ATRCW/ILO/ARCT/SIDA seminar on the role and problems of women in marketing 
of foodstuffs in West Africa. 

98. As far as income-generating projects were concerned the activities 
were considered mainly under the joint ECA/ILO project a~d eight income
generating projects have been carried out in Ethiopia Chana Kenya Lesotho, 
Somalia, and the Sudan. • • • 

99 • The bureau of the subregional committees for the integration of women 
;: ~evelopment held meetings in their respective MULPOCs to review the 

p ementation of their work programme and to prepare the third meeting 
~!i~~: :;Pr!~~iRegfionCal Co-ordinating Committee (ARCC) beld in Douala, the 

co ameroon inrHarch 1982 (E/ECA/CM.S/23). 
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c. Relations vith other United Nations Pro~r~es 

100. The close relations maintained by the Commission with other United 
Rations pro~rammes can be appreciated from the account of the activities of 
the Commission contained in section B above in such fields as industry, human 
settlements, transport and communications, economic co-operation, international 
trade and finance, food and agriculture, etc. 

101. Special mention must hovever be made of the Commission's relations 
rith UNDP, both as an executing ~eney for the latter and in terms or 
activities relating to the preparation of the third mlDP pro~ram:rnin~ cycle, 
1982-1986. 
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SEVENTEENTH SESSION OF THE C0!1XISSION - EIGHTil l-IEETING 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF UU:ISTERS 

A. Attendance and organization of work 

1 The seventeenth session of the Commission and eighth meeting of the . ' Conference of Ministers was held at Tripoli, Socialist People s Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, from 27 to 30 April 1982, The meeting was opened on 27 April 1982 
by Mr. Sama s. Banya, outgoing Chairman of the seventh meeting of the Conference, 
who invited all -participants to observe a minute of silent prayer or meditation. 
Opening addresses were delivered by Major Abdelsalem Jalloud, member of the 
leadership of the Great First of September Revolution of the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity, the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the outgoing Chairman. 
The United Nations Director-General for Development and International Economic 
Co-operation read out a message from the Secretary-General of the Organization. 
Mr. Hailu Yimenu, Senior Minister and Secretary-General of the Central Planning 
Supreme Council of Ethiopia, speaking on behalf of all participants, pro-
posed a motion of thanks to the Leader and people of the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Following his election, the current Chairman also 
made a statement (see section C below for summaries of those statements). 

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States 
members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burundi, Chad, the Comoros, 
the Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, 
Kenya, Les~tho, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, the Niger, Nigeria, the Revolution
ary People s Republic of Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Togo, Tunisia, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, the 
Upper Volta, Zair~, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 

3. In accordance with paragraph 9 of the Commission's terms of reference, 
observers were present from the following States Members of the United Nations 
not members of the Commission: Argentina, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, 
Spain, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the United Kingdom, 
Yemen and Yugoslavia. Observers for the Holy See, the,Republic of Korea and 
Switzerland, States not Members of the United Nations, ~ere also present. 

4. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies attended the 
~eeting: Office of the Director-General for Development and International 
fconomic Co-operation, United Nations Department of Technical Co-operation -
or .Development, United Nations Centre on Transnational Cor orations, United 

Nat~ons Regional Commissions Liaison Office, United NationspSudano-Sahelian 

EOff1ice, Unittepd Nations Conference on Trade and Development United Nations 
nv ronmen rogrannne United Nation 1 d - ' i n 

United Nations Develo;ment Pr 8 n ustrial Development Organizat 0 • 
Science and Technology for D og~amme, United Nations Financing System for 
Labour Organisation Food ~v~ oiment, World Food Council, International 
United Nations Educ~tio 1ans igr culture Organization of the United Nations, 

na • c entific and c lt 1 o i i I ter-national Civil Aviation Org • . u ura rgan zat on, n k 
anlZatlon, World He lth 0 . . W rld Ban • World Meteorological Organizati a rgan1zat1on, o 

on and International Trade Centre. 
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5 The following inter-governmental organizations were represented in 
a~cordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission 1 s terms of reference: Africa 
~Bional Co-ordinating Committee for the Inteeration of Women in Development, 
African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social Development, 
African Centre for Monetary Studies, African Development Bank, African 
Institute for Higher Technical Trainine and Research, African Reeional 
~ntre for Technology, African Training and Research Centre in Administra~ 
tion for Development, Arab Bank for the Economic Development of Africa, 
Msociation of African Trade Promotion Oreanizations, Institut de formation 
et de recherche demographiQues, League of Arab States, Organization of 
African Unity, Pan-African Telecommunications Union and Regional Institute 
fur Population Studies. 

6. One non-governmental organization, the World Federation of Trade Unions, 
was represented by an observer in accordance with paragraph 14 of the 
Cot:m1ission 1 s terms of reference. 1J 
7. The Committee unanimously elected the following officers: 

Chairman: Fauzi Ahmed Elshakshouki Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

First Vice-Chairman: Doubacar Disllo Revolutionary People's 
Republic of Guinea 

Second Vice-Chairman: Henry s. Meebelo Zambia 

Rapporteur: Dieme Ngalisame Mokelo Zaire 

B. ARenda 

~· At its two hundred and nineteenth meeting. the Conference adopted the 
tollowing agenda: 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation 
3. 

4. 
s. 

Election of officers 

Adoption of the aeenda and organization of work 

S Social Conditions in Africa, 1900-1931 urvey of economic and 
(E/ECA/CM.(J/ 17) 

d 1 nt in sub-Saharan Africa: 
World B3nk report on accelerated eve opm~CA ADB and OAU 
An 3genda for action: Joint comments by ' 
(E/ECA/CM.D/16) 

7 1 crisis and its implications 
• A review of the developinB internationa f th Technical Preparatory 

fo r Africa: Report and recommendat
1
io
5
ns ~ E/E~/CM. B/31 and Corr.l) 

Comnittee of the Whole (E/ ECA/CM.8 1 an 
a. Propo 1 f h f lation and implementation of a prograi!ICe fodr 

sa s or t e ormu i • Report and recommen a-
t he Industrial Development Decade i n Afri ca. f the Whole (E/ECA/ 
tions of the Technical Preparatory Comm ttee 0 

CM.U/2 and E/ECA/CM.B/31 and Corr.l) 

~ E/ECA/CM.3/INF .5 
~ For the full list of participants, see 



9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
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Implementation of the Regional Food Plan for Africa: Progress, 
problems and prospects: Report and recommendations of the 
Technical Preparatory Commdttee of the Whole (E/ECA/CM.B/12 and 
E/ECA/CM.B/31 and Corr.l) 

Report of the seventh meeting of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Trade (E/ECA/CM.B/13) 

Report of the sixth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers 
of Industry (E/ECA/CM.B/2) 

Report of the second meeting of the Conference of Ministers of 
African Least Developed Countries (E/ECA/CM.B/28) 

Report and recommendations of the first meeting of the Conference 
of Ministers Responsible for Human Resources Planning, Development 
and Utilization (E/ECA/CM.S/3) 

Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the Whole (E/ECA/CM.B/31 and Corr.l): 

(a) On selected matters: 

(i) Development of human resources in Africa , 

(ii) Development of natural resources: Progress report 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

Report of the Inter-governmental Cnmmittee of Experts on 
Science and Technology Development 

United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa: Progress report and report of the technical 
consultative meetings 

ECA-sponsored regional and subregional institutions 

Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the Commission 

Report of the ECA/UNDP evaluation teams on the MULPOCs 

Report on full regionalization of regional training 
institutes for population studies in Africa 

~an-African Documentation and Information System: 
Progress report 

Report of the second meeting of the Joint Conference of 
African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 

~eport of the third meeting of the Africa Regional 

Do-orldinating Committee for the Integration of Women in eve opment 
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(xii) Report on the integrated regional training research 
and advisory programme for the conservatio~ and 
management of African wildlife 

(xiii) Implementation of the Nairobi recommendations on a 
programme of technical co-operation among African 
countries 

(xiv) Combating desertification in Africa 

(xv) Report of the Regional Inter-governmental Meeting on 
Aging 

(xvi) United Nations Developcent Programme 1982-1986 programming 
cycle 

(xvii) Ex;ansion of ECA conference facilities 

(xviii) ECA Silver Jubilee Anniversary 

(xix) Follow-up action on Conference of Ministers resolutions 
and decisions 

(2,) On the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: 
Progress report on pledges and payments by member States 
and institutions, project implementation and expenditure, 
1977-1981 

15. Other matters 

16. Date and place o1 the ninth meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers and the fourth meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole 

17, Consideration and adoption of the report and resolutions of 
the meeting 

18. Closure of the meeting. 

C, Account of proceedings 

~8 addresses 

; In his opening address to the meeting , Maj or Abdelsalem Jalloud, 
~ ~ber of the leadership of the Great First of September Revolution of t he 

C1alist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, welcomed all parti cipants to his 
~hountry, He called attention to the economic and social p~obl~ms ahffecthing 

e world· f Af ica and indicat:ed t at t e 
crtst and their adverse consequences or r f h f reign stranglehold 
on s Which was rampant in Africa was t he result o t e o 

~~rica's vast potential. to the detriment of Africans, 
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10. He stressed the fact that, while Africa appeared to be politically 
independent that was not true economically, socially and culturally, since 
it wa~ infl~enced by the industrialized countries which continued to dominate 
and exploit it. Developed countries were plundering Africa's natural 
resources, which served solely as a reserve of raw materials for the industrial
ized countries. It was those countries which benefited from them, since it 
was they that fixed the prices of raw materials by means of a monetary system 
that was unfavourable to Africa. He therefore appealed to all African States 
to show the joint political will and determination needed to combat the foreign 
monopolies and install a just new world economic order. He hoped that the 
eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers would be the first step in the 
long economic struggle for the true liberation of Africa. 

11. He also appealed for genuine Afro-Arab co-operation before any Arab
European dialogue, since Africans and Arabs constituted the same economic, 
political, social and cultural grouping, That common identity called for 
effective integration of the economies of the two groups to combat vigorously 
the adverse effects of the foreign stranglehold and the "muscle" dollar, 
particularly since the Western countries would never surrender their grip 
voluntarily, 

12. He added that the World Bank report, entitled "Accelerated development 
in sub-Saharan Africa: An agenda for action", was unacceptable because it 
offered nothing that could relieve Africa of its burden of economic dependence 
on foreign countries, but would in fact only bind it more closely to the 
developed countries. 

13. The United Nations Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Co-operation read out a message from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. In that message, the Secretary-General said that he 
attached very great importance to the work of the Commission in promoting 
the development of the continent. Current economic and social conditions 
in Africa were a cause of serious concern, and the task before the Conference 
was therefore to review ongoing efforts to implement the Monrovia Strategy 
for the Economic Development of Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action. 
Appropriate action was urgently needed at the national subregional and 
regional levels to implement them, ' 

14• D:spite progress in many respects, the General Assembly had still not 
:~~~~~a~~o!~ ov~comi~g the difficulties preventing the launching of global 

• e su stantive problems that the negotiations were required 
to address were much too t f s 
d 1 1 urgen or them to be repeatedly postponed. He wa 
teep Y interested in strengthening the Commission secretariat to enable it 
o cont nue to perform its duti h i and 

s ial d 1 es as t e main centre for general econom c 
c~~sider:~~eo~~e:t in Africa within the United Nations system and attached 
P i . g ificance to the need to strengthen the ECA's Multinational rogramm ng and Operatio al c ( h 
development of the Af 1 n entres MULPOCs), given their relevance to t e 

r can region. 
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15. In his statement, the Secretary-General of the Creanization of African 
~ity said that the economic situation of Africa continued to remain a 
difficult one, as did that of the world as a whole. In the West, one 
~arter of total industrial capacity remained unused, and unemployment in 
the OECD countries had reached 20 million. In the Socialist bloc, unemploy
~nt had begun to appear and financial dependence on the West had increased, 
as shown by that Group's debt to the West of some $US 74 billion in 1981. 
Finally, in the developing countries, the annual rate of growth in food 
production was only 3.1 per cent, so that grain imports had increased 
considerably. Although those countries' share in world industrial production 
had increased by 7 to 10 per cent, that appeared to be the result of the 
transfer, by the developed countries, of some of their production to the 
developing countries. There had been a marked increase in the debt burden of 
the developing countries 1 and the cost of servicing that debt had risen to 
the incredible amount of $US 111 billion. 

16, The Cancun Conference in October 1981 had been supposed to give a fresh 
start to the North-South discussions on a new international economic order, 
but the real impact of that Conference must remain doubtful because of the 
~co-operative attitude and hostility of some of the major economic Powers. 
In fact, the economic war between the developed and developing countries 
had become fiercer. 

17. The rate of population growth in Africa had risen from 2.5 between 
1965-1970 to 2.9 per cent between 1975-1979, thus rendering the living 
conditions of the African peoples even more precarious, since African 
agri~ulture had failed to make any progress and yields remained low. The 
Mrican economy was still dominated by foreign Powers, particularly in the 
tertiary sector, where banks, insurance, maritime and air transport, etc., 
remained in foreign hands. Thus, none of the evils from which Africa d 
suffered -malnutrition, hunger, disease, unemployment, and the rest - ha 
decreased appreciably. Indeed, certain diseases that had been eradicated 
had reappeared, juvenile delinquency and crime were increasing and the 
migration of the rural population to the towns was adversely affecting food 
Production, 

18 Th d h the Lagos Plan of Action was M • e OAU general secretariat believe t at · i 1 rica's economic charter and for that reason, had difficulty n accept ng i 
the 'World Bank report which ~as really an attempt to harness ~ri~an c~~:tr es 
~re firmly to the ec~nomies of foreign Powers. He could only 0~ps~~;-undamental failings of a document that did not accept the aim 
sustained and self-reliant development. 

19. Tr di h d played the role of suppliers 
of a tionally, the African countries a nd were determined 
to c~eap raw materials; they refused to go on doing ~oo:u secretariats had 
the~e;ose the path of industrialization. The1~ ~~co-operation in implement-
in ore signed an agreement on 21 February !read assisted in the 
ec~n~~~ Lagos Plan of Action; that co-operati~n :::a:lishm~nt of the Pre-
fer c unification of Africa, as shown by t ~ 1 and the move to establish 
a c ential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern r ca 

entral African Economic Community. 
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20 The Lagos Plan of Action called for an integrated industrial system 
ba;ed on the enormous domestic market constituted by the 500 million-strong 
African population, which could not be achieved without a transformation of 
the existing world economic order; Africa was ready at any time for global 
negotiations with a view to bringing that transformation about. 

?1. In hiR statemPnt. thP Execptive Sec~et•~y thanked tbe Socialist. People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its kindness and hospit~lity in hoDtins the meeting, 
He said that the meeting of the Conference was the last in a succession of 
five ECA meetings hosted by the Jamahiriya over the previous two weeks, one 
of which had been the second meeting of the Conference of Ministers of 
African Least Developed Countries. 

22. As the agenda before the meeting showed, the implementation of the 
Lagos Plan of Action was still and, in his view, would long remain, the 
heart of present and future African development efforts at the national, 
subregional and regional levels, The economic crisis to which he had 
referred the previous year had worsened and it seemed likely to continue 
for a long time, As in 1980, so in 1981, African countries had suffered 
from food deficits, droughts, rising pr!ces of imported energy, adverse 
terms of trade, balance-of-payments deficits and a heavy burden of external 
debt, In fact, during 1981, both oil-exporting as well as non-oil-exporting 
African countries had experienced difficulties, the latter because of a sharp 
fall in the demand for oil in the industrialized countries. 

23. Africa's external indebtedness had now topped the $US 47.8 billion mark. 
In 1981, the cost of debt servicing had represented 12 per cent of the total 
outstanding debt and 14 per cent of Africa's exports of goods and services. 
MOre and more countries had been compelled to resort to IMP borrowing despite 
the stringent and harsh conditions attached to it, 

24, The persistent nature of the crisis was particularly disturbing. He 
did not believe, as some did, that the crisis was a transient one. Short
term palliative measures - which he called a soft option _ taken on the 
assumption that the crisis was temporary, would lead only to disillusionment 
and to the perpetu~~ion of dependence on external factors. On the other 
hand, the rai.son d etre of what he termed the hard option was the realization 
that the world economy required a fundamental structural change to bring it 
to an equitable long-term equilibrium, But that could not come about without 
costly sacrifice on the part of African countries which would have to weaken 
gradually the external links on which they had tr~ditionally and for too long depended. 

~!~t ~tE:~~u~!:~i~~~retary stressed two further points, The first was the 
1 ff ng of African economies from outside economies meant, 
s~c~nde~~; ~~:~n~n~~a~~n~mic war; and war was not, of course, costless. The 
co-operation in r can co-operation in general and Afro-Arab 
for economic su~~~t~cul~r constituted essential weapons in waging the ~ar r 
no opportunities ofaAf _:t,bsince the Afro-Arab Summit of March 1977, fe~ ~ 

ro ra co-operation had been exploited. He suggeste 
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that there was ample scope for fruitful co-operation in such fields as food 
production and trade, joint exploration and exploitation of industrial raw 
materials, development of integrated transport and communications, promotion 
of technical co-operation in science and technology, and co-operation in 
industrial development. He appealed to African and Arab leaders to make the 
best of such opportunities. 

26. In conclusion, he urged African countries to make a virtue of necessity 
md declare an economic war for survival. Time was not on Africa's side 
' J 
md the battle for self-reliance and political integrity had to begin at 
once. 

27. Speaking on behalf of all participants, the Senior Minister and Secretary
~neral of the Central Planning Supreme Council of Ethiopia proposed a motion 
of thanks to the host country, in which he expressed appreciation to the 
Leader and people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for the 
facilities they had eenerously made available to the Conference and to ~fajor 
Jalloud for deliverin~ the opening address on behalf of the Jamahiriya. 

28. The Jamahiriya was playing an effective role in international economic 
affairs as could be seen from its commitment to the establishment of the 
new international economic order and the implementation of the Lagos Plan 
of Action. It was an impressive example of the progress that was possible 
when a country took control of its own wealth and used it for the benefit 
of the people. However, the economic pressures designed to frustrate its 
development could easily be extended to other developing countries, and 
hence all African countries should realize the need for unity in such 
difficult times. 

29. The Minister of Development and Economic Planning of Sierra Leone, 
out-going Chairman of the Conference, said that he had been greatly 
impressed by the efforts of the secretariat in promoting socio-economic 
development in Africa during his term of office, Member States too often 
appeared to think of adopting resolutions as an end in itself and cared 
little about implementing them, as in the case, for example, of Conference 
of Ministers resolution 404 (XVI) on the SuJ.vey of economtc and social 
£9nditions in Africa. The secretariat had had to continue its previous 
POlicy of sending staff to countries to collect the necessary information 
for the Surve¥ because of the failure of member States to provide it. 

30• Among other activities by the secretariat, he referred to t~~ prepara
tions for the second meeting of the Joint Conference of African f anners,f 
Stat! h fi t meeting of the Con erence o 

sticians and Demographers, for t e rs the United Nations 
~nisters of African Least Developed Countries and fori t had also established 
aonference on Least Developed Countries. The s~r~tar ~ountries in implement

joint committee with OAU and UNIDO to assist r can f Af i In 
!:g the programme of the Industrial Development D~~:d~heo~r~w~:k of the 
T dition, many activities had been undertaken wit 
ransport and Communications Decade in Africa. 
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31 • One of the greatest achievements of the secredtarsiathwas Athfeiestabldish
ment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern an out ern r ca, an 
the secretariat had already responded to a request from the Central 
African countries to establish an economic community in that subregion. 

32. Referring to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the Commission, 
he pointed out that, while the Inspectors had found that the Commission 
was activ~ in almost all the major areas of United Nations activities, 
they had also noted that that diversity meant that ECA's staff and 
financial resources were spread rather thinly across a broad spectrum of 
programmes. ECA's responsibilities over the past decade had multiplied 
tenfold, but its budget had increased by only about 1.7 per cent annually 
over the same period. The Inspectors had also found that, while the MULPOCs 
had made ECA programmes more relevant to the needs of member States, their 
staff and resources were too weak for them to be fully effective. The 
Inspectors had concluded that ECA activities were at a critical stage, since 
the lack of authority and financial resources jeopardized ECA's role in 
implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. 

33. The World Bank report "Accelerated development in sub-Saharan Africa: 
An agenda for action" was a good technical document and a valuable con
tribution to the diagnosis of the African economic condition. Nevertheless, 
some of its recommendations were not in harmony with the Lagos Plan of Action. 
In particular, the emph,sis on an agriculture-based and export-oriented 
strategy left much to be desired. The document failed to discuss adequately 
the role of external factors as obstacles to development, and its advice that 
industrialization and regional co-operation should be seriously considered 
only at some stage in the future ignored two of the instruments that had 
been identified for implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. Finally, to 
relegate food production to second place in relation to agriculture was 
to belittle one of the main concerns of that Plan. 

34. The current Chairman said that his election was a sign of the meeting's 
appreciation of the pioneer role of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya in the development of Africa. Although Africa was rich in 
natural resources, international monopolies had turned it into a source of 
supply of raw materials for the development of the industrialized world. 
Africa therefore had to seek its own solutions to its development problems 
rather than wait for outside help and thus had to mobilize all its potential 
resources. Bearing in mind Africa's poor economi f d the 
det rio t · t f c per ormance an 

e . ra lng erms 0 trade, Africa could never implement the Lagos Plan 
of Actlon unless it started to establish a common market and industries 
badsed on the use of its raw materials within the framework of co-operation 
an economic complementarities. 

~5 • ~o-op~ration between the African continent and the Arab world would 
Ie ah eye ement in the development efforts of the two groups of countries. 

' n t at r egard, the Socialist Peo 1 ' Lib 1 g 
to ensure the well-being ~ t h P e 8 yan Arab Jamahiriya was striv n 
fruits of th; Great Firsto. f Se sons of Africa as could be seen from the 

o eptember Revolution. 
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36. In conclusion, he thanked the secretariat of the Commission for the 
way in which it had prepared the meeting of the Conference and welcomed all 
participants to the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 

General deb~te , (items 5 to 9) 

(~ Survey of economic nnd social conditions in Africa, 198D-1981 

(b) Wor_l~ Bank_ report o~ accelerateci development in sub-Saharan 
Africa: An ngenda for action: Joint comments by ECA, AoB and 
OAU 

(£) A review of the developing International crisis A~d its implications 
for Africa: Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatnry 
Committee of the Whole 

(~) Proposals for the formulation and imolementation of a Programme 
f or the Industrial Development Decade in Africa: Report and 
recomocndations of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole 

Implementation of the ReRional Food Plan for Africa: ProRress, 
problems and prospects: Report and recommendations of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 

37. The representatives of the following States members of the Commission 
~de statements in the general debate: Burundi, the Congo, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Ni geria, Rwanda, Tunisia, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

38 • The representative of Burundi recalled that his country was among 
the Af rican countries suffering from a litany of ills: land-lockedness, 
desert ification, worsening terms of trade, over-population, etc. Burundi 
was al so one of the African least developed countries. 

39 H k • e stated that ECA had taken many steps in recent years to ma e 
African countries aware of the continental dimensions of the problems of 
underdevelopment and that awareness had culminated in the adoption of 
~he Lagos Plan of Action. After stressing that the Plan had to be 
mplemented at all levels - regional subregional and national - he pointed 

out t hat the MULPOCs had been called'upon to play a major role in the 
~lementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. At the sgme time, he deplored 
~he fact that the MULPOCs were not provided with adequate staff and lacked 
f!nanctal resources. He appealed to UNDP and other donors to provide 

nancial support for the implementation of MULPOC projects. His country ' :as vary much interested in the system of Preferential Trade Area such as 
he one established in Eastern and Southern Africa and expressed the hope 
~at UNDP and other donors would assist in setting up the Central African 

onomi c Cocmunity as proposed in the Libreville Declaration. 

1~· The representative of the Congo stated that the situation prevailing in 

g rtca was cause for concern• in fact, African ec~nomies were marked by 
reater ~ , i d foreign debt deteriorat-1 ~ependence on foreign countries, ncrease ' 

a~~ terms of trade, slower growth rates, rural exodus, increased unemployment 
~he many other ills. The crisis was particularly serious in a continent 

re t he relationship between natural resources and the population was the 



30 -

most favourable. The economic development of Africa could take place only 
by gradually but firmly breaking the ties with the world market to make 
development more inward-looking. The African market would thus have to be 
won and priority would have to be given to satisfying the needs of the African 
masses while taking into account the Lagos Plan of Action. 

41. Referring to th~ Worl1 Dank report on accelerated development is sub
Saharan Africa, he stated that the collective response by Africans to the 
report was encouraging. African Governors of the Dank had recoRnized at 
Dakar that the report, which the Africans themselves had called for, 
contained some positive elements but it also contained some blatant con
tradictions with the Lagos Plan of Action, particularly with regard to the 
report's recommendation concerning export strategies based on export
oriented agriculture and its treatment of the public sector. 

42. He then recalled the Libreville Declaration which recommended the 
establishment of a Central African Economic Community, an idea which 
demonstrated the application of the Lagos Plan of Action. In that regard 
he appealed to UNDP to provide increased financial assistance to the Yaounde 
MULPOC whose projects for the period 1902-1906 were of primary importance for 
the collective development of the economies of the Central African subregion. 
He also referred to his country's five-year plan which had just been launched 
and which had been based on the principles and philosophy of the Lagos Plan 
of Action and stressed that, if the Lagos Plan of Action was to succeed, 
sacrifices and compromises would be necessary and micro-nationalism would 
have to be abandoned. 

43. The r~pr~sentative of the Revolutionary People's Republic of Guinea 
stat~d that he considered all the meeting's agenda items to fall within 
the scope of the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. However, it 
was unfortunate that, in view of the many difficulties encountered by 
Africa, a c~rtain skepticism had arisen with regard to the efforts being 
made by Africans to liberate themselves from underdevelopment. 

44. He noted ~hat Africa had accumulated a vast wealth of experience and 
know-how and t nat it was time to proceed to a form of co-operation that 
woul d accelerate the development of the continent He added that all human 
resources should be used judicio 1 f • 
apoealed for 5 lid it us Y or the development of Africa and 
St~tes h~ co~ da~. ~among Africans. On behalf of all West African 
and st~ted tha~ ~teuat.~iwork done in that subregion by the Niamey MULPOC 
having Africa ;ely fi:st ~ ~~!respond to the challenge of incompetence by 
overcome underdevelo ment H on i ts own physical and human resources t o 
assist in the work 0~ the•MUL:o~~:ealed to l~P and other aid donors to 

45 . He then gave an account of th d of 
his country. It was well known t e e~elopment ef f ort s and or ient at i on 
agriculture, his Government had ~:t • ~~ View of t he importance of 
school children were concentr tig en - w priority. Over 70 per cent of 
addition to the Ministry of A: ~nglon agr i culture-related subjects and in 
established to deal specific~~~c:iturc per s~, a speci a l Mi nistry had been 
it was not a question of develoyir. th agro-pastoral holdings. However, 

P .g agriculture at the expense of industrY 
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or vice versa. The fact was that both sectors needed each other. Hence, 
the importance of joint development of agriculture and industry as the 
basis of self-reliant and self-sustaining development, the only form of 
development that could respond to the political aspirations and socio
economic objectives of the people. 

46. The representative of Guinea-Bissau said that the magnitude and 
duration of the international economic crisis showed that any effective 
and long-lasting solution would depend on the establishment of a new 
relationship between developed and developing countries, based on justice, 
equality and mutual advantage. Unfortunately, the developed countries, 
although apparently aware of that requirement, did not really accept its 
implications in international negotiations. For that reason, negotiations 
had never led to tangible results, and the problems were getting worse. 
It was deplorable that, eight years after the United Nations General 
Assembly resolutions on the new international economic order and the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States, African countries were still 
suffering from the enormity of the ever increasing gulf between rich 
countries and developing countries combined with the effect of a population 
explosion in the third world. In other words, in spite of hundreds of 
speeches, reports, -meetings, conferences, joint commissions and tons of 
documents, the results were still negative. 

47, The Lagos Plan of Action, designed and drawn up by experts on the 
African economy, contained positive features and guide~lines for the self
reliant and self-sustaining development of African economies. The existing 
economic order must be fought with energy and without hesitation in order 
to attain a new, more equitable order that would,. benefit all. Otherwise, 
Africa would be comprised only of countries that were externally oriented 
and served the interests of the developed world. 

48 • The representative of Nigeria said that it was clear from the Survex. 
o_f Economic and Social Conditione in Africa 198Q-1981_. prepared by the 
secretariat that economic and so~ial development in Afr1.ca still had a d 
long way to' go She fully shared the concern expressed by the OAU, ECA an 
ADB secretaria~s with regard to the World Bank report; any strategy that 
did listie In addition, not encompass the entire continent was unrea • f h 
African countries could not be diverted from the implementation ° 1~ e 
Lagos Plan of Action The African Governors of the W~rld Bank ~ou t 
continue to study th; Bank report and, in so doing, would take ntoiaccoun 
the Sin the report did conta n some 

comments of the three secretariats. ce t ke appropriate 
Positive features, it should be left to member States to a 
action on them. 

49 w ional crisis and its implications 
f • ith regard to the developing internat with the resulting 
or Africa, most of the policy measures for dealing The need for African 

Problems were included in the Lagos Plan of Action. d use 
countri their natural resources an 
th es to exercise sovereignty over b er-emphasized. 

em for the benefit of their people could not e ov 
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so. Earlier efforts in the field of industrialization had yielded minimal 
benefits since it had been based largely on import substitution. To 
maximize those benefits, new strategies were needed, such as those based 

•on the use of local resources. To that end, a resource survey of the whole 
country had recently been carried out in Nigeria. Industrialir.ation was 
regarded as a ·stne qua non for sustained self~reliant development, and 
the Nigerian Government had therefore decided to set up a national 
co-ordinating committee to provide direction in implementing and monitor
ing the programme of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. 

51. Nigeria also supported the aim of African food self-sufficiency by 
the year 2000, and had begun to implement the Green Revolution programme, 
which gave the highest priority to food production. She was optimistic 
that food self-sufficiency would be achieved by the end of the current plan 
period. Nigeria recognized the importance of the integration of women in 
development, and research had been commissioned on the situation of women 
in the country and on laws and customs affecting women. She herself was 
Minister of National Planning, and two other women had been appointed as 
Ministers of State. Finally, she referred to the unsatisfactory situation 
of ECA-sponsored institutions, and urged member States to meet their 
financial obligations. 

52. The representative of Rwanda underscored the fact that it was the 
least developed countries and particularly those which were also land-

' locked which bore the brunt of the consequences of the international 
economic crisis, He stressed the fact that African countries had committed 
themselves to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and that they 
must be vigilant not to deviate from the Monrcvia Strategy on which the 
Plan was based. He deplored the World Bank report on sub-Saharan Africa and 
said that, if followed, it would mean that Africa would for ever remain at 
the periphery of the world economy. 

53. Turning to some of the agenda items, he stated that Rwanda attached 
great importance to African industrialization and fully supported the 
strategy of the Industrial Development Decade, Later in the year, his 
country would host a meeting of the Follow-up Committee a subsidiary 
organ of the Conference of African Ministers of Indust~ to discuss 
industrial ~rejects. On the Regional Food Plan for Afri~a he said that 
his country s national plan was in general conformity with, its requirements. 
How~ver, he expressed misgivings about the increasing number of multi-
~:~t~~:~t~~:~it~tionshto which African countries were being asked to make 

hi 
9 nee t ose contributions were a serious burden For that reason, n country coul~ not su t h • 

future stud· u ppor t e creation of the Institute for 
hi les , proposed by the secretariat (see E/ECA/TPCW 3/2) Similarly, 
tosi~o~~t~yddid not support the establishment of the buffer.fund.referred 

a ocument. Moreover it coul~ h 
Governing Council of !FORD i ' - - not accept membership of t e 
agreement by which the lnst:tn~e Rhwadndba was not yet a :signatory to the 

u e a een set up. 
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54, The representative of Tunisia said that, in view of the deterioration 
in the world economic situation and its repercussions on Africa, Africans 
should rely on themselves and on their own resources. along the lines 
indicated in the Lagos Plan of Action. However, all international agencies 
including the World Bank should support the implementation of the Plan. 
Mricans needed greater frankness and objectivity and should no longer place 
total responsibility for the present economic crisis on external factors. 
In that connexion, they should subordinate national interests to those of 
the entire African region so as to promote economic integration. In that 
regard there was need to change people's mentality. Similarly, every effort 
should be made to bring about co-operation in industry and, as Tunisia 
was doing, establish joint ventures with neighbouring and other African 
countries. Special attention should also be given to the agricultural sector 
and to improving the conditions of the rural population with a view to 
~roving the food situation. Finally, he expressed his appreciation of 
the PADIS programme; his country was prepared to support that programme, as 
well as the creation of a subregional centre for North Africa. He was glad 
to note that th~ North African MULPOC had restarted its activities, but 
stressed that it required more hu:nan and financial resources. 

55. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania pointed out that 
the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos provided a solid 
framework for bringing about economic and social development in Afri ca. 
The task ahead was to translate the Plan into concrete a~tion at the national , 
subregional and regional levels. He e~phasized the fact that the deteri orat
ing economic and social situation of Africa was primarily due to exogenous 
factors and that was why Africa was taking issue with the World Bank report 
on sub-Saharan Africa which laid all the blame for the present crisis on 
internal factors. It' was meaningless to produce more raw materials if they 
were to be sold at give-away prices. Similarly, the euphoria for the magic 
role of the private sector was at best a misplace~ abstracti on. 

56• He reiterated the view of his delegation that Africa, through its 
established institutions should continue to elaborate on its own perceptions 
at both the regional and' the national levels in order to facilitate the f 
implementation of the Lagos ' Plan of Action. It was therefore importa~t or 
ECA and its institutions to strengthen their capabil i ties regarding t 

4
:! d 

;uterpretation and articulation of the Lagos Plan. However, there was n~ethe 

1
or rational institution building rather than proliferation. He st~~:~: for 
mportan f Afri can countries as a ve 

im 1 ce o economic co-operation among ri e for evolving a dynamic 
de:e~menting the Lagos Plan of Action. Africa wa~ist~ric task of institutions 
like ~pment process through co-operation and the 11 possible areas in which 
c CA and OAU in that regard was to identifY a · It was necessary 
~Peration was feasible and could be instituted quickly. 

to ba d litical will. se all co-operation efforts on unreserve po 

57. Th h continuing deterioration 
iu t e representative of Zaire referred to t e t the necessity for 
co- he economic situation of Africa and stressed tha t r He said that 

~Peratt h d ever been grea e • assi on among African countries a n 1 provided it was 
&tv;:t~nce from the international community w:s we ~~=e~ountry had always 

n the context of the Lagos Plan of Act on. 
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been 8 firm supporter of African co-operation and integration, and it was 
a signatory to the recent Libreville Declaration of Intent to create a 
central African Economic Community. Zaire also gave solid support to the 
Gisenyi-based MULPOC believing that, in conformity with the Lagos Plan of 
Action, the MULPOCs would provide a solid basis for subregional common markets 
and ultimately for an African common market. 

58. He commended the secretariat on its efforts to promote PADIS but 
cautioned against possible duplication of the work being done under the 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, especially as it related to 
telecommunications. Lastly, he recalled with appreciation the recent official 
visit to Zaire of the Executive Secretary of the Commission, during which a 
number of projects for promoting intra-African co-operation had been discussed 
and agreed upon. 

59. The representative of Zambia, speaking also in his capacity as Chairman 
'of the Council of Ministers of the Eastern and Southern African MULPOC, said 
that the greatest achievement in economic co-operation in Eastern and Southern 
African aubregion was the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA). 
The Treaty establishing the PTA embodied the aspirations and resolve of the 
Governments and peoples of the region to combat hunger, disease and ignorance. 
In the PTA, the region had an effective tool to continue the struggle for 
economic independence and the fight against apartheid and colonialism through 
regional co-operation and integration. The PTA also constituted a significant 
step towards the ultimate establishment of an African co~on market. 

60. He said that the Eastern and Southern African MULPOC had proved its 
usefulness. Its role in the establishment of the PTA as well as in the 
development of other subregional programmes had been highly appreciated by 
the States of the subregion and in that regard he paid tribute to the 
Executive Secretary for his untiring efforts in promoting subregional 
.co-operation and integration. The Council of Ministers of the Lusaka-based 
MULPOC, at its meeting held in Lusaka from 23 to 25 March 1982

1 
had established 

priorities to ensure the accelerated integration of the subregion. Those 
priorities were agriculture, industry, transport and communications, manpower. 
development, natural resources, social development and trade promotion. 

61 • The representative of Zimbabwe expressed concern for the worsening world 
economic environment. He noted that the developed countries were in the 
grip of a depression while Africa was experiencing an acute economic 
recession on all fronts, with unabated declines in production increases in 
unemployment and an overwhelming level of indebtedness To c~pe with the 
~roblems, various approaches had been advanced includi~g the Lagos Plan of 
c~i~~· ~he World Bank r~port on accelerated development in sub-Saharan Afr~ca 

a~ A ~ ancun Conference. However, Africa's dedication was to the Lagos pan 
o ct ~n, which was important because it was Africa's own well considered 
~~proac land strategy for economic justice. As for the World Bank report, ~s 
andw:smcr~a~ ~hat Africa could not continue to be the provider of raw materi 

a e or manufactured goods. 
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62. On regional co-operation efforts, he referred to the participation of 
his country in the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference 
(SADCC~, which also contributed to the realization of the Lagos Plan of 
Action at the subregional and regional levels. 

63. In addition, he informed the meeting that his country had been, from 
the very outset, committed to the PTA for Eastern and Southern African 
countries although it had not signed the PTA Treaty in December 1981 
because the Government had needed time to give the Treaty thought. It had 
now decided to do so. Further, he stressed his country's recognitio·n of 
the important co-ordination and catalytic role of the MULPOCs. There was 
no contradiction between the HULPOC and the other subregional organizations 
in the area. It was therefore imperative for the United Nations General 
Assembly to be convinced of the important functions of the MOLPOCs and to 
make adequate provision for them under the regular budget. UNDP should also 
find ways to continue its support for the MULPOCs. 

64. In conclusion, he informed the Conference that Zimbabwe's three .. year 
transitional national development plan was near completion. The plan was 
faithful to the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos with its 
main thrust directed towards the removal of the colonial economic imbalances 
based on race. Zimbabwe had deliberately chosen the socialist way because 
the struggle for liberation was decidedly a people's struggle and, hence, 

. the subsequent economic transformation had to be a people's effort. 

65, Statements were also made by observers for the following States Members 
of the United Nations not members of the Commission: Federal Republic of 
Germany, France, India, the Netherlands, Romania, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the United Kingdom. 

66, The observer for the Federal Republic of Germ.any stated that his 
Presence at the Conference made it possible for his country to gain direct 
insight into African problems. It believed in the equitable distribution 
of wealth between the industrialized and the developing countries and hence 
its participation in the North-South dialogue aimed at the establishment of 
a global non-discriminatory economic order from which all States could gain. 
His country attached great importance to the Commission's work in Africa, 
including its efforts at promoting economic and technical co-operation. 
He cited figures to indicate that his country continued to provide sub
stantial bilateral assistance to African countries and to multilateral 
asencies such as UNDP which would receive DM 114 million in 1982• 

' 
: 7 d In spite of the world economic situation, bila~e~a\~~~d:s b::e:~i!:~e 
ie eral Republic of Germany and Africa had increafse fn kills and capital. 
nvestments in Africa with the concomitant trans er 0 s 

68 TT 1 to developing countries and He stressed the applicability of the GA ru es titute another 
~l stated that the sixth session of UNCTAD should con~ted the Common Fund 
fo estone in North-South relations. His countryisuppo tools for the develop
me~tCommodities and the Nairobi Programme of ~c~ ~na:~ion by developed and 
develof Africa. He concluded by calling for£ oh: African region. 

oping countries to solve the problems 0 t 
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69 The observer for France said that, whilst no group of countries had 
~~~aped from the current economic crisis, Africa was undoubtedly suffering 
the most . Nevertheless, the crisis had made Africa understand that it was 
futile to rely on the outside world. Despite the difficulties encountered, 
a beginning had been made in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action 
with such important achievements as the establishment of the Preferential 
Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa and the Libreville Declaration 
on the establishment of a Central African Economic Community. 

10. While underlining the fruitful co-operation that existed between 
France and ECA in the fields of new and renewable sources of energy, remote 
sensing, PADIS and rail transport, he was pleased that ECA was becoming 
more operational and hoped that the United Nations would provide the 
necessary resources for the effective decentralization of responsibilities. 

71. His main criticism of the World Bank report despite its undesirable 
richness and interest, was that it did not take fully into account the 
spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action; there was an imbalance in the allocation 
of responsibility for the African situation between the African countries 
and the outside world; and with regard to agriculture and self-sufficiency 
in food, it was up to each soverP.ign State to determine what combination 
of the various policies would be most beneficial to the country. 

72. France would continue to extend assistance to African countries and 
had vowed to double its ODA between 1980 and 1988 since it believed that ODA 
was the best form of assistance for African countries south of the Sahara 
and, from 1985, it would devote 0.15 per cent of its GNP to the least 
developed countries. Africa was now the recipient of more than 80 per cent 
of France's bilateral assistance. 

73. The observer for India stated that, by attending sessions of the 
Commission, his country wished to demonstrate its solidarity with Africa 
and other developing countries which shared similar problems. His 
country emphasized the importance of global negotiations because it 
~eli~ve~ that the deep economic crisis afflicting Africa and the other 

f eve op ng countries could be solved only in a world context He there-
ore saw the need for Afri • i n 
d i f can countries to step up intra-African co-operat 0 

ain hntensi y South-South technical and economic co-operation as stressed 
n t e recent consultations t N D lh • • 

solidarity with Af i h a ew e 1. As an example of his country s 
Af i r ca, e recalled that India had been the first non-
De~e~~:m~~~~t~e~~r~~~tr~~u~~eto the United Nations Trust Fund for African 
which India had with o~h d ~ynamic technical co-operation programme 
of speci fic areas in whi~~ 1:~~ oping countries, he identified 3 number 
mutual benefit. a could co-operate with Africa for their 

74. India had imported and ad 
well as developed its own 1 diapted technology in the past 30 years, as 
sound technological base fo~ dgenous technology. As a result, it now had a 

-know~how and trained manpo~er e: elopment , and a vast reservoir of expertise, 
continue t o share with other d 11 of which it had been sharing and ~oul? 

1 eveloping countries under its Indian technlca 
I 
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and economic co-operation programme, There was therefore ample scope for 
developing or intensifying horizontal co-operation between India and Africa with 
the assistance of ECA. 

75 . The application of technology to food and agricultural production had 
been beneficial to India since not only was India now in a position to 
feed its teeming population, but it was already exporting cereels. In t hat 
connexion, he believed that the information shown on the map attached to the 
secretariat ' s document on the progress, problems and prospects of implement
ing the Regional Food Plan (E/ECA/CM.S/12) did not reflect the actual 
situation in India. Agriculture was an important sector where African 
countries could benefit from the experience of India. 

76. In conclusion, the observer for India confirmed that his country 
would step up its economic and technical co-operation with Africa and that 
ECA had a strong role to play in such expanded co-operation. 

77. The observer for the Netherlands noted the good relationships that 
existed between his country and several Afri can countries. Although it had 
become increasingly difficult for the Netherlands to maintain its present 
level of assistance, his country had decided to retain 1.5 per cent of its 
national income as its target for development co-operation. As part of 
its special assistance to Africa, the Government of the Netherlands had 
pledged 2 million guilders, about $US 800,000 t o the ECA programme of work 
for the 1980-1981 biennium; at present, it was considering the possibility 
and desirability of making another financial contribution i n 1982. 

78. In conclusion, he informed the meeting that in assessing the desirability 
of making any contribution for a special proj ect of the Commission, an 
essential consideration would be whether or not there was a clear indication 
of support from national Governments. 

79 • The observer for Romania said that the present meeting was taking 
place under complex and contradictory i nternational circumstances characterized 
by the arms race the persistence of economic underdevelopment, the widening 
of gaps between States and unjust economic relations. Romania, whichlwas i 
a developing country itself considered that the present internationa econom c 
crisis could not be solved by partial and one-sided measures; a profound 
restructuring of international economic relations was necessary. It wa~ d 
important to begin global negotiations within the United Nations. Devev~~: 
countries should end the p~licy of high interest rates, which was aggra 
ing the current imbalance in the world economic order. 

80 H ~A it and unity of action of 
t • e emphasized the importance of the sol--ar Y 1 ment the 
C~e Group of 77. Romania was taking concrete ste~s ~~ i~~o:p of 77 aimed 

racas Programme within the framework of actions Y e i He at str developing countr es. 
invi engthening economic co-operati on among raining of qualified personnel 
f ted African countries to the meeting on the t 1982 He finally underlined 
t~r industry, which his country would host in Mayt of ~rade and co~peration 

e importance Romania attached to the developmen 
~ith African countries. 
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81. The observer for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics said that 
the present session was taking place at a time when conditions in the 
international environment were not conducive to the successful accomplish
ment of the tasks facing ECA, namely the acceleration of socio-economic 
development and the establishment of economic, scientific and technical 
co-operation among African countries. He said that imperialist forces were 
undermining detente and accelerating the arms race, and the Soviet Union was 
:Jnswervingly following the course of durable peace and co-operation ao:ong 
nations regardless of their social and political systems, 

82, The restructuring of international economic relations should be carried 
out on a democratic and equitable basis and should be supported by pro
gressive social and economic transformations in the developing countries, 
It would be useful for the Commission to undertake a study of the outflow of 
financial resources and skilled personnel from the region, arising from 
the activities of transnationel corporati~ns and imperialist forces. 

83, He informed the meeting that his country had provided a~3istance to 
Africa through ECA by organizing training courses in the· transport, 
mineral and trade areas. His country had recently handed over to the 
secretariat a number of geological survey maps and oil and gas deposit 
maps of Africa, with explanatory not'es attached, 

84. He concluded by indicating that his country was ready to prepare 
studies on prospects for co-operation between the USSR and African countries 
in the development and utilization of mineral resources, the basic trends 
of commodity policies of African countries and problems and methods and 
economic consequences of integrating mineral resources in over-all development 
activities. It was also prepared ~o offer to ECA expert services in such 
critical areas as the development and utilization of natural resources in 
the national interest, interregional co-operation in the fields of trade 
and transport, and rational distribution and development of industrial 
activities. 

85. The observer for the United Kingdom informed the meeting that his 
Government had studied the Lagos Plan of Action and had as a consequence, 
a clearer idea of African aspirations and perceptions. 'rt had also studied 
the World Bank report. Despite his country's economic difficulties, the 
Government was committed to maintaining a substantial programme of assistance 
to Africa. He outlined the nature and volume of assistance as well as the 
role played by the private sector. Although the assistance programmes 
were determined by the development priorities of recipient Governments, 
~~~!:!~i=~easT~f g~ea~ !m~ortance to the least developed countries had been 

d • ey nc u e agricultural research water supply sanitation an prevent ive health care e e ' • 
• n rgy resource planning and population programmes . 

86. Representatives of the follo 1 u 1 d ing 
the General debate· Offi ~ ~w ng n ted Nations bodies also spoke ur 
I nternational Econ~mic ~ o.. t .. e Director-General for Development and 
Corporations , United Nation~e~:~~~n, United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Nations Development Programme W 

1
trdial Development Or~anization, United 

• or Food Council, International Labour 
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~ganisation, Food and Agriculture Ornanization, International Civil 
Aviation Or3anization and International Trade Centre. 

87. The Director-General for Development and International Economic 
Co-operation thought that it would not be going too far to say that Africa 
was pa:ssing through a major crisis affecting production and trade, industry 
~d agriculture, infrastructure and raw materials. 

88. The adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action bore witness to the commitment 
of Beads of State and Government to face the challenge that such a situation 
constituted. They should do everything to overcome, by themselves, the 
obstacles to economic development, although that did not mean that external 
assistance was unnecessary. To meet the crisis, international co~operation 
needed to be restructured, deepened and extended at all levels. As part of 
the fundamental role of the United Nations and ECA in overcoming the crisis, 
it was necessary to ensure that the follow-up to the Lagos Plan of Action and 
the review and evaluation process of the International Development Strategy 
for the third United Nations Development Decade complemented and strengthened 
ea~h other. 

89. He repeated his undertaking to contribute to the attainment of the 
objectives of the restructuring resolutions concerning the strengthening 
of the reeinn3l commissions. In that connexion, he referred to the role 
to be played by the MULPOCs in promoting economic co-operation ·and regional 
~d subregional integration, provided that they received the necessary 
support , 

90• African development efforts should not be restricted to food production, 
and infrastructure, but should also include the implementation of the 
recommendations of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable 
Sources of Energy and industrial development, in conformity with the 
objectives of the Lima Declaration, and should be supported by broader and 
more integrated programming, As far as the problems of the African least 
developed countries were concerned, he informed the meeting of the activities 
undertaken within the framework of the Substantial New Programme of Action 
~d he noted that external assistance to those countries would depend 
~~sentially on the resources available to the multilateral development 
agencies. 

~1 • The representative of the United Nations Centre on Transnational 
orporations said that in h 1980s the interaction between developing 

count-r "e s d • t e ' b d to increase in diversity 
an~~ ~ an transnational corporations was o~nf igorous examination 
and complexity, The Lagos Plan of Action calle or a r o ensure that their 
acti~nitoring of the role of transnational corporation~e~ of States. Thus, 
th - · 4 ties were compatible with the development s~rateg bilities of member 
co~n ch~llenge for the ECA region was to improv:ithe car: to a large extent 
d -tr~es in dealing with such corporations, w c wou h 
epend on their knowledge of the options available to t em. 

92 T " Code of Conduct for trans-
na~ he Inter-~overnmental Working Group on the the 4a-member commission 
on ionals was scheduled to submit a draft Code to 

Transnational Corporations in August-September 1982. The structure 
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which the Working Group had adopted for the Code comprised a chapter on 
th~ - definition and scope of the Code; activities of transnationals; the 
treatment of transnational corporations in the host country; inter-

' governmental co-operation; and implementation. However, difficulties still 
remained unsolved regarding definition and treatment of transnationals in 
particular. 

93. The Centre on Transnational Corporations, for its part, provided advisory, 
training, research and information services. It had responded to requests 
for advisory services and training workshops in a number of African countries 
and one important research project of interest to Africa related to the rol e 
of transnational corporations in primary export commodities. 

94. In conclusion, he was sure that the Code of Conduct, together with an 
objective demystification of transnationals, would contribute significantly 
to the development of member States. 

95. The Executive Director of UNIDO said that the diversity of agenda items 
before the meeting reflected the breadth of the problems facing Africa. 
Those problems constituted a major economic crisis for the continent. In 
the face of that situation, the development of Africa's natural and human 
resources was of cardinal importance. In that context, the Industrial 
Develo~ment Decade for Africa was of primary interest to UNIDO • . . 

-~ 

96;' ~ He recalled that the main objective of the Lagos Plan of Action was to 
ensure a rapid improvement in the well-being of the African people, and 
indicated that the industrial sector was the major sectoral engine for 
achieving the necessary growth and development in view of its linkages with 
the other sectors. It was of crucial importance to realize, however, that 
the strategy of self-reliance in industrialization implied the use of 
domestic resources and maximum reduction in dependence on external factor 
inputs and resources. 

97. Nevertheless, in Africa, the leaPt developed of the developing regions, 
an increased flow of external financial resources for accelerated 
industrialization was essential. For that reason, the sixth meeting of 
the Conference of African Ministers of Industry had been right to call 
on the UNIDO Industrial Development Board to convene an inter-governmental 
conference to consider the establishment of an International Bank for 
Industrial Development. 

9:·thco~pe~ation between UNIDO, ECA and OAU was fundamental to the success 
o e eca e. To promote that co-operation, a joint committee of the 
corresponding secretariats had been established in N b 1981 . it would 
be concerned with as i t ovem er • 
in the monitoring ofst~ea~~elon substantive aspects and would also assist 

P ementation of the Decade programme. 

99 . The val ue of the techni 1 h d 
reached the record ·level of ~~S ;:s~stance delivered by UNIDO to Africa /n 
was a very modes t one in th li h • million in 1981, but that contribut 0 

was eager to do more and he 1 gkt of Africa's huge requirements. UNIDO 
· • e 00 ed forward to its forthcoming conversion 
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wto a United Nations specialized agency and therefore urged those African 
~untries that had not already done so to ratify the new UNIDO constitution. 
!!nally, he referred to the Regional Consultation Meeting on Agricultural 
Machinery, held at Addis Ababa from 5 to 9 April 1982, which indicated the 
kind of assistance that UNIDO could offer for industrialization in Africa. 

100. The Assistant Administrator of UNDP and Director, Regional Bureau for 
Mrica , referring to co-operati"n between UNDP and ECA, said that one recent 
m~jor example was the joint preparation of the UNDP regional programme for 
Mrica for the 1982-1986 programming cycle. Among UNDP executing agencies , 
~occupied second place, after FAO, in the volume of projects financed by 
UNDP in the African region. One of the main common concerns of UNDP and ECA. 
as also of the Joint Inspection Unit, was that of the future of the MULPOCs. 
The conclusion reached by the joint UNDP/ECA missions sent to evaluate the 
work of those bodies was that the MULPOCs should be able to continue their 
activities with the funds provided by the regular budget while UNDP should 
finance purely operational activities; it was only in that way that UNDP 
could continue its association with ECA in that field. 

101. Preparation of the UNDP regional programme for 1982-1986 had been 
tendered difficult by the large number of requests for assistance that had 
been received. The priorities for that programme bad been fixed in 1980 

. by the Conference of Ministers, but no detailed programme had been prepared 
fot energy and industry. In the energy field, UNDP had undertaken to assist 
OAU in setting up the African Energy Commission. As far as industry was 
concerned, provision had been made to finance projects under the Ind~strial 
Development Decade for Africa. Provision bad also been made for financing 
projects in the field of food security. Those subregions , such as Southern 
Africa, that had benefited only to a limited extent from regional funds 
during the two previous programming cycles, would be given a larger share of 
those resources during 1982-1986. 

102• Member States should remember that t here was no reason why national d d 
~unds should not be used to finance a regional project . UNDP. al~o t~=~ommen e 
hat African inter-r,overnmental organizations should share costs, · 
~uld increase the likelihood of UNDP financing their programmes. 

103• In conformity with the Nairobi recommendat ions on technical co-oper~tinn 
a'IDOng African countries • and the Conference of Ministers resolutio~o~ni~f:rma
~ed for progress reports, UNDP bad asked all AfricanhG~ve~~t;eplied but 
h on on the progress made in that field. Few States a so • that • 
w:u~~ped that more replies would be received af~e~o~h~h~o:!:~e:~=~ing of the 
0AU enable UNDP to prepare the report require conference of African 

Assembly of Rends of State and Government. The hi h UNDP had 
:~=~ts on technical co-operation among Africdanico~~;!:~il: ~abon, from 
2 sed to organi2:e, w.1s scheduled to be bel n ' 

to 12 August 1982. 

104 Wi h La 09 Plan of Action, he 
~el~ome~hthregard to the implementation of t e b g 1 al organizati~ns and 
th e steps taken to establish large suj ro~gr~~er basins. However , 

e Progress made in developing a number of ma 
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the Plan should be the concern, above all, of each individual Gover nment, 
and methods of evaluating its implementation by each of them did not seem 
to have been clearly defined. The Lagos Plan of Action gave priority to 
African food self-sufficienc~; in his view, Africa possessed everything that 
was necess~ry to ~chieve that end, but there was a risk of failure if the 
condition of the rural population was not improved. Rural development 
must therefore be promoted and the flight from the land halted. In particular, 
he appealed to Governments to pay greater attention to the electrification 
of the rural areas, which would bring a ~hole series of benefits in Jts train. 

105. The observer for WFC stated that more than ever before there was a need 
for an intensified and continuing effort to reverse the unfavourable trend 
in the African food situation, for the analysis of African problems revealed 

, a constant deterioration in food production on the continent whose rate of 
growth was far outstripped by population growth. The decline in per capita 
food production had been 7 per cent in the 1960s, but 15 per cent in the 
1970s. The outlook for the 1980s was grim, and hunger and malnutrition during 
the 1980s could be expected to become far more widespre~d. An assessment 
undertaken by WFC had revealed the serious inadequacy of efforts in the 
African food sector by all concerned. The deteriorating food trends in 
Africa, which were causing great suffering in human and economic terms, 
critically required urgent remedial measures. 

106. Resolving Africa's food problem would take much more concerted action 
by African Governments and by development agencie3 and entniled higher 
priority for food and for policies and resources to back thnt priority. 

107. To encourage higher priority and a more integrated approach to food 
issues at the national level, the Council had encouraged developing countries 
to adopt national food strategies as a means of strengthening their food 
policies and stepping up resource flows to the food sector for increased 
food production, improved consumption and food security. Over 20 of the 50 
developing countries that were formulating food strategies with assistance 
mobilized by the World Food Council were in Africa. 

lOB. WFC had succeeded in de-linking the Food Aid Convention from International 
Grains Negotiations and Africa received nearly half of total food aid. 
A joint WFC/FAO proposal to IMF for the establishment of a Food Financing 
Facility had now been approved by the IMF Board of Governors and two 
countries (one of them an African country) had already benefited from it. 
In conclusion, he said that WFC would continue to do all possible within its 
~andate and within the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action to help Africa 

n overcoming its critical food problem. 

109. The observer for ILO recalled th hi · · 
collaborated fully with Af 1 G at s organ1zat1on had olways 
to the problems facio Af r can overnments and ECA in seeking a solution 
changing developlllent ~re~!ca :nd had consis t ently adapted its programmes dto 
reformulated its medium t anl co~cepts of Africa. Specifically, ILO ha 
requirements of the Lag~se~ml p anf Aor 1982-1987 to take into account the 

an o ction. 
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110. ILO was involved in many of the sectors covered in the Plan While 
it did not deal with agriculture Per se, it placed emphasis on rur;l 
development, employm~nt ~nd income distribution, It w~s in the process of 
det~rmining how its technic~l co-operation progr3mmes could promote Africa's 
industrialization and the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. 
Through its International Institute for Labour Studies, ILO was carrying 
out a study sponsoreJ by OAU and financed by UNDP on the social con~ 
sequences of the Lagos Pl3n of Action. 

111. Human resources development in Africa was another area of ILO 
activity, with special attention being given to the training of vulnerable 
groups such as women, youth, migrant workers, refugees, members of 
liberation movements and the disabled. 

112, There had been close collaboration between the Lusaka UULPOC and 
the Oreanization's Southern African Team for Employment Promoticn, and 
it was hoped that further collaboration between ILO and the MULPOCs 
might take place. Note had been taken of the Joint Inspection Unit report 
and ILO hoped to co-operate with ECA ~nd the inter-agency co-ordinating 
committee in the implementation of the pro~rammes and projects of the 
Transport and Communications Decade and share its expertise with PADIS. 

113, The observer for FAO said that his organization was translating its 
solid commitment to the Lagos Plan of Action into concrete programmes an~ 
projects, including the mobilization of resources for their implementation, 
Africa was already the focus of attention within FAO since 40 per cent of 
the budgetary resources of the oreanization for the biennium 1982-1983 
was for the exclusive benefit of the region. FAO's activities within Africa 
were being substantially expanded and reoriented in line with the provisions 
of the Lagos Plan of Action. Thus, priority was being given to food crop 
production, the prevention of post-harvest food losses, food security, the 
promotion of national seed production and protection programmes. livestock 
production, the development and management of fisheries. the development of 
national capabilities for the collection and use of agricultural 
statistics and follow-up of the recommendations of the World Conference 
on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. Strategy review and programme 
development missions h3d been mounted in many African countries to assist 
Governments in formulating appropriate strategies and programmes in the 
food and agriculture sector. But, while bis organization was thus doing 
its best to expand its substantive programme of assistance in the region. 
its resources were still grossly inadequat·e in tenns of the magnitude and 
urgency of the needs in the reeion. He therefore appealed to member States 
to reflect the priority that the food and agriculture sector should be 
accorded in their allocation of domestic and external resources for development, 

D
ll4. The observer for ICAO stated that, through its RelgioniatliOffice in 
akar hi 1 i African civi av a on 

ad • s organization had been ass st ng f bl 8 on civil aviation. 
T ministr3tion in the past 18 years to identi Y pro em 1 d every five 

0~ t~at end, regional ~ir navigational meetings wer:f~~~:: ~~untries, there 
~0 8 X Years. To help to improve ICAO services to i al centre in the 
ne: a Plan to est3blish in Nairobi, Kenya, a new r:;r~~an States. 

r future to cater for the Eastern and Southern 
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tion of civil aviation in the region, he 
115 • . With regard to the s~tuahird meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
recalled his statement atdti:f~rmed the meeting about the findings of 
Committee of the Whole an Association (lATA) that, in many airports in 
International Air.Transport li hting were deficient, and emergency 
Africa, approach aids and ~:~~nt.g Similarly, there were air traffic control 
services were weak or non-e t 1 and flight information centres which t which were unable to con ro • 

1 1 cen res . f i n because of defective telecommun eat ons 
were unable to provide inwbormat aircraft could fly for hours without being able systetls as well as areas ere a li i Th 

i t with the ground because of defective radio faci t es. e 
!~o~~~: ~: :Sny mid-air near-misses had been due to the initiative and 
vigilance of pilots. 

116. Yet, the air navigation plan drawn up over two years a~o had yet to 
be implemented. The main problem was that most African countries could 
not afford to provide the facilities needed to improve air safety. He 
suegested that to avoid duplication of efforts and waste of resources, 
it 'was desirable to channel resources for African civil aviation development 
through ICA0 1 which had long experience in that field. 

117. The observer for the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT informed 
participants that the Centre was the focal point for United Nations 
assistance in such fields as trade promotion, rationalization of imports, 
development of exports and the related training programmes. Within these 
fields, the Centre had, during 1981, implemented 21 co-operation projects 
in Africa, of which 17 were national and four regional or subregional. The 
regional and subregional projects had all been implemented in co-operation 
with ECA, CEAO and ECOWAS and Within the context of the Lagos Plan of Action. 
Contacts had been established with a number of African countries and with 
two ECA MULPOCs in the course of implementing those projects. He informed 
the meeting that a permanent International Trade Centre Liaison Office had 
been set up at ECA headquarters in Addis Ababa, 

118. The observer for one inter-governmental body, the Africa Regional 
Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC), 
also delivered a statement. In pursuance of resolution 375 (XV) of the 
sixth meeti~g of the Conference of Ministers, she reported on the activities 
of the Co~ttee during the period 1981-1982 and recalled the role of .ARCC 
in guiding, considering and evaluating the activities undertaken in the 
region with a view to promoting the integration of women in development. 
At the third meeting of ARCC 1 held in Douala in March 1982, ECA/ATRCW's 
activities had been considered, together with the Lagos Plan of Action, 
the progress of subregional programmes for women of the various MULP0Cs

1 
and 

finally certain specific questions relating to the integration of women. 

119. In view of the conference to be held to mark the end of the United 
Nations Decade for Women, it was necessary to make a start immediately, in 
collaboration with OAU and the Pan-African Women's Organization, on 
preparations to ensure the success of that conference. It was in that 
context that the third Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in 
Development was to be organized. Similarly, it was intended to carry out 
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studies anJ implement programmes at the subregional level with a view 
' inter alia, to alleviatine the food crisis in Africa, and on vocational 

training, j ob crea tion, nnd the improvement of the living conditions of 
women refugees. 

120. Because of the 1nndequ3cy of the financial resources available for 
~lementin~ those aubrcp,ional programmes, resources should be decentralized 
to the MULPOCs, and StRtes should allocate a part of their contribution to 
miTFAD t o women's ~rogrammes. Similarly, subregional programmes for women 
should remain an inte?.ral part of MULPOC activities. Finally, she expresP.ed 
the wish that ~reater attentiC'n should be paid to women' a programmes, and 
that those ?rogrammes should be given a bigger place in national develop-. 
ment plans, and in the subregional and reeional bodies concerned ~~th the 
development of human resources. 

Renort of the SPVPn t h meetin~ of the 'Conference of 'Ministers ·of ·Trade 
. <tt:ein I.o) 

121. The Executive Secre tary introduced document E/ECA/CM.S/13 containing 
the report of the Conference of Ministers of Trade on its seventh meeting, 
and said t hat the meeting had been organized jointly by ECA and OAU. It had 
dealt with the implementation of the trade chapt er of the Lagos Plan of 
Action, the promotion of economic co-operati on and of trade with the 
Socialist countries of Eastern Europe, arrangements for the all-Africa trade 
fair, UNCTAD's camm~n fun~ agreement and commodity negotiations , prepara
tions for the sixth session of UNCTAD and the launching of global 
neeotiations under the auspices of the United Nations. 

122. The Conference had concluded that the implementation of the trade 
and finance chapter of the Lagos Plan required the establishment of 
national m~chinerics particularly with a vi ew to i ncreasing the volume 
and value of intra-African trade. With regard to co-operation, he noted 
that the Treaty establishing the PTA had now been signed by 11 countries 
and the representative of Zimbabwe had just indicated that his country would 
soon sign the Treaty. He pointed out that the f i rst ministerial meeting of 
PTA would be held in June 1982 in Lusaka. The Conference had welcomed the 
Libreville Declaration on the establishment of an Economic Commun~~y for • 
Central African States, which would cover 11 countries, including ~ntP.r 8118

' 

the UDEAc and CEPGL countries The countries concerned had establlshed 8~ 
inter-governmental working gr~up to consider t he draft trecatyfand pro~~~oa~so 
and he h l d b de soon The on erence 
di oped that ercat progress wou e rna d • h gotiation of debts , 

scussed the debt burden of African countries an t e rene d 
Particularly as far as the least developed countries were concerne • 

123. referring to the preparations 
f The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD, 1 th decision of the 
G~~othe sixth session of UNCTAD, said that, fo~!0~0~~ere:ce would probably 
b h n Government not to host the Conference, t ld b taken at t he resumed 
e eld in Yugoslavia but the final decision wou ~ Ma 1982 

session of the Trade ~nd Development Board of UNCTAD n y • 
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124. He also info~ed the Conference that the Meetin~ of Senior Officials 
in respect of the Global System of Trade Preferences (GSTP) amonp 
Developing Countries would be held under UNCThD auspices in Geneva from 
19 to 30 July 1982 and ur~ed African countries in particular. to part~cipate. 
Similarly he apprised the Conference of the outcoMe of the 1nterreg1onal 
symrosiun'of State trading organizations (STOs} of developin~ countries 
to crgenize their own African regional STO meeting in order to elaborate 
mo~alities for co-operation among their STOs in accordance with the 
decisions of the African Regional ECDC Meeting held in Addis Aba~a in 
DecE::mber 1979. Although the funding problems had not been solved, every 
effort should be made to hold the meeting especially since both Latin 
America anJ Asia haj held their respective region:1l mcetinr,s. 

125. In conclusion, he urged African countries and all other countries 
which had not already done so to sign and ratify the Common Fund Agreement 
at the earliest opportunity. The countries which had ratified the Agreement 
would meet in May 1982 to decide on future action in that area. 

126. The meeting took note of the report. 

Report of the sixth meeting of the " Conferert~e 6f African Ministers of 
Industry (item 11) 

127. The Executive Secret~ry introduced the report of the sixth meetinp, 
of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry, which hao hecn 
organized jointly by OAU, UNIDO and ECA at Addis Ahaba from 23 to 25 
NoveMber 1981 (E/ECA/CM.S/2}. With re~ard to the Industrial Development 
Decace for Africa, proclaimed under General Assembly resolution 35/66 B 
and OAU resolution CM/Res. 888 (XXXVI), the sponsors had drAwn u~ A 
comprehensive proeramme for the Decade in four parts which had ~een con
sidered by the Technical Preparatory Col!llilittee of the ~olhole after hein~ 
approved ~y the Conference of Ministers of In~ustry. 

128. In line with the priorities mentioned by the Executive Director of 
UNIDO, in his ad~ress to the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ninisters, 
the progra~e focused on the m3in priorities in the industri~l sector such 
as food processin~, chemicals, enP.ineerinB, construction ani sm~ll-scale 
industry. Forward and backward linkages had been emphasized so as to 
break away frorn an isolated import-substitution tYPe of stratc~y. In other 
words, the programme for the Decade covered those core industries which 
would lay the foundation for industrial take-off. 

129. In accordance with the request made by the Conference of Ministers of 
Industry, the sponsors had prepared guide-lines for follow-up at the national, 
subreeionnl and reeional levels, which would be considered at the forth
coming meetin~ of the Follow-up Committee at Kigali. 

130. The meeting took note of the report. 
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R~port of the second meetinp, of the Conference of Ministers of African 
~ast Developed Countries (item 12) 

131. The representative of Guinea-Bissau, Chairman of the second meeting 
of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries held 
at Tripoli from 26 to 28 April 1982, introduced document E/ECA/CM.S/28 
containine the report of that meeting. 

132. The mcetine, which had been attended by 15 African least developed 
countries, hRd focused on five topics, namely, a review of current trends 
and prospects in the African least developed countries; evaluation of the 
substantial New Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (SNPA)
implications of SNPA for growth and development in the African least 
developed countries; review of the country presentations of African least 
developed countries in the light of the Lagos Plan of Action; arrangements 
for imnlementation, review and monitorinp, of the Substantial New Programme 
of Action for the Least D"'!voloped Countries; and ECA pro~ramme of work for 
the African least developed countries, 19S2-1983. 

133. With rcr,~rd to the second topic, the Conference had regretted that 
SNPA did not correspond to the aspirations of the least developed countries. 
The country prescnt.itions were found to be generally consistent with the 
Lagos Plan of Action but needed to be improved with the help of ECA. With 
regard to follow up, the necessary structures would have to be established 
for the implementation of the Paris Conference decisions and, in that regard, 
close co-ordin~tion w3s essential amone UNDP, UNCTAD and ECA in order to 
ensure the effective implementation of SNPA. With respect to the ECA work 
programme on least developed countries, the Conference felt that additional 
resources were required in order to make ECA more operational and appealed 
to UNDP for assistance in that regard. 

134. Finally, the Conference had adopted three resolutions, one on the 
il!lplementation, follow up and monitoring of SNPA, one on icplementation of 
SNPA within the frnmework of national and collective self-reliance and one 
on financin g. 

135. The mcetinr- took note of the report. 

~~!t and recammendAtions of the first meeting of the Conference of Ministers 
ksponsihle for llum.'l.n Resources Plannin~. Development and Utilization 
(item 13) 

136• The Executive Secretary introduced document E/ECA/CM. B/3• The 
Conference hacl been oreanized in response to Conference of Ministers It 
reso l uti0n 389 (XV) nnd had taken place at Monrovia in October 1981. 
had been preceded hy a Technical Preparatory Meeting, and had dealt wit~ 
such 1 f th La~os Plan of Action, ssucs as human resources implications 0 e -' 
manpow ili orientinQ education systems 
t er nnd employment planning capab ty; re ·-' 1 n. the develop-
~n the Socio-economic needs and challenges of the Africa~i~~~c: ~nd counsell.-
1 t of career planning and educational and vocational g i P- the return 
ne services; African "brain drain" and measures for encourae no 
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of talents to Africa• the performance of 1 and the need for support for 
the Expanded Trainin~ and Fellowship Programme for Africa; public 
administration and finance with special reference to the human resource 
aspects of development administration capability; the terms of reference of 
the Cocmission's institutional machinery for co-ordinating and harmoniz
ing policies and programmes in the field of human resources; and specific 
project proposals for action. 

137. The meeting took note of the report. 

Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparato!Y Committee of the, 
Whole (item 14) 

130. The Chairman of the third meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole introduced the report and recommendations of that 
Committee (document E/ECA/CM.B/31 and Corr.l). He said that the report 
had been adopted unanimously by the Committee as had 27 draft resolutions 
attached to it. That, he .said, indicated how seriously the Committee had 
taken its business. 

139. However, he referred to draft resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.l0 (contained 
in annex I of the report of the Technical Preparatory Co~ittee of the Whole 
the World Bank report entitled "Accelerated development in sub-Saharan Africa 

An agenda for action" on which reservations had been expressed by some 
delegations which did not want any reference made to resolution CM/Res. 921 
(XXXVIII) of the OAU Council of Ministers. That matter had been referred 
to the Conference for a decision. Another matter for decision concerned 
the venue of the next meeting of the Conferenc~ of Ministers, which was to 
have been held in Maputo at the invitation of the Government of Mozambique, 
but which the Committee had now felt shoul d be bal d at ECA headquarters in 
Addis Ababa in view of the fact that the Commission would he celebrating its 
Silver Jubilee in 1983. It had been hoped t h3t Mozambique mieht have 
attended the Conference and its agreeme11 t to the change of venue obtained. 

140. Concerning the report itself, one participant said that the report 
must be amended to ensure that the current names of countries were 
expressed correctly. 

141. The representative of Rwanda referred t o paraP.ra?h 155 of the r eport 
and said that i t shoul d be amended to take cognizanc~ of the fact that his 
country would not be represented on the Governing Council of IFORD. The 
representative of Guinea-Bissau informed th 

1 
had 

b i t d t 1 e meet ng thnt the Comoros 
een nom na e o rep ace Rwanda on the Governing Council of IPORD. 

142. The representative of Morocco and h 
Revolutionary People's Republic of Gu•ne t e representative of the to OAU 
resolution CM/Res. 921 (XXXVITI) in • a ohjected to the reference 

- paragraph 33 of the report• 
143. The representative of Sene?.al f rt 
and said that it was incorrect to J re erred to paragraph 36 of the repo 
report to sub-Saharan Afric.. h d :ai that the World Bank, by confininB i~~e 
truth was that it had been ;~qu:ste~ iberat ely wanted to divi~e Africa. f 

to do so by the African Governors 0 
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the World Bank and IMF. To reflect that historical truth, he proposed, 
and the Conference agreed, that the first two sentences of that paragraph 
should bP. replaced by the following sentence "A number of representatives 
pointed out that such a report should have covered the whole of the African 
continent, and consequently deplored the fact that it had covered only 
sub-Saharan Africa". 

144. The representative of Mali said that at the meeting of the Governors 
of the World Bank and IMF held in Dakar in March 1932, a memorandum had 
been adopted, and it had been decided that any subsequent discussions 
of the subject should take cosnizance of that memorandum. He regretted 
that that oemorandum had not been made available to the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole. 

145, In his capacity as Chairman of the Group I African countries , the 
representative of Sierra Leone confirmed what the representatives of 
Senegal and Mali had s:1id. 

146. The representative of Uganda stated that his country was st ill 
studying the World Bank report, and therefore reserved j udgement on it. 

147, At the instance of the observer for UNFSSTD, it was agreed that 
paragraph 80 of the report should read as follows : The re~presentative of 
the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for Develop
ment (UNFSSTD) said that by resolution 36/183 the General Assembly had . 
inter alia decided to establish the lons-term arrangements of UNFSSTD~ 
Which were to become operative from 1 January 1982, and that the resources 
and programmes of the Interim Fund should be transferred to UNFSSTD as 
of that date. 1982 would be considered a transiti onal year during which 
a Pledgins conference should be held in t he first quarter and ·an ad ~oc Inter
governmental Group of the Whole should meet in March and April 1902 to 
negotiate the long-term arrangements for UNFSSTD . 

140• With respect to paragraph 158, the Executive Secretary informed the 
meeting that, since the arrival of the Deputy Minister of Planning of 
Zimbabwe, the delegation of Zimbabwe and t he secre tariat had discussed and 
agreed that the paragraph should omit any reference to the consultative 
meeting of experts said to have met in Zimbabwe in February 1982, ~sh~ 
result of the agreement the delegation of Zimbabwe had agreed to w t dra~ 
!~s reservation. The D~puty Minister of Pl3nning of Zimbabwe confirme t e 

atement made by the Executive Secretary. 

149, i t paragr aph 242, stated that 
h The representative of Kenya, referr ng 0 side of the dispute at 
t~s country must not be included as being on either country1s President , 
a e 0AU Ministerial Conference in Addis Ababa sinceT~is f re the name of 

8 current Chairman of OAU could not take sides , ere 0 
' bj t d to 

leu ' f the countries which o ec e 
Ya should not be associated with those 0 lution E/ECA/CM,8/L.l0, 

reference to OAU resolution 921 (XXXVIII) in reso 
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150. After a fruitful exchange of views on draft res~luticn E/ECA/CM.S/L.lO - · 
World Bank re.,ort entitled "Accelerated Development in sub-Sah::tran Africa: 
An ngenda for ' action" the Conference decided to ad~pt a Declaratic'm on the 
report to be called "Declaration of Tripoli on the World Bank rep')rt 
entitled 'Accelerated developm~nt in sub-Saharan Africa: An a~en~~ for 
action'" instead of a resolution (sec chapter IV bel0w). 

' 
151. The representative of U~anda commented that the contents of dr~ft 
resolution E/ECA/CM.3/L.29 - Worsening of the econ~mic crisis an~ its ndverse 
consequences for Africa - did not reflect the main observations of the 
Committee on the secretariat paper on the subject matter, 

152. The representative of Mali made general observations on draft 
resolutions E/ECA/CM.C/L.22 - African I~stitute for Future Stu1ies; 
E/ECA/CM.u/L.ll - Ccrnbatine desertification in Africa; and E/ECA/CM,3/L.4 -
United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. It was his 
view that, instead of creating a new institution as cnvisased in the case 
of future studies, it would be better to strengthen existing ones. Sinilarly, 
instead of creating a new inter-governmental croup of experts to deal with 
desertification, existing institutions which dealt with the problem should 
be used. As far as satellite communications were concerned, it w~s his view 
that the Fan-African Telecomounications Union (PATU), a specialized agency 
of the Organization of African Unity, should be the co-ordinatinp, aeency. 

153, The representative of Zaire proposed that, at the end of operative 
parn~raph 7 of draft resolution E/ECA/CM,8/L.S - The ~frican Institute for 
Econonic Development and Planning, the following should he ad•led "which 
would inform member States about the distrihution of fellowships ~ccordinr, 
to criteria which would first be worked out and approved by member St::J.tes". 

154. With respect to draft resolution E/ECA/CM.~/L.24 - Silver Jubilee 
Anniversary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the re~resent~tive of 
the United Repuhlic of Cameroon proposed that the secr.nd preambular 
paragraph should read only as fellows Recallinp further Economic an~ 
Social Council resolution 671A (XXV) of 29 April 195~, which esta~lish2d the 
Economic ComrJission for Africa" and said th"lt the words "Calls u:"~on" in 
operative paragraph 2 should be changed to "Requests". 

155. The Conference then endorsed the report of the Committee (E/ECA/CM.1/31 
and Corr.l), subject to the amendments proposed above. 

Other matters (item 15) 

156. No matters were raised under this aeenda item. 

Date and place of the ninth meetinp, of the Conference of Ministers ann th~ 
fourth meetinP, of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (item 16) 

157 • . The Conference decided that 
the Co~ission, which was also the 
Ccrn1ission) and the fourth meeting 

its ninth meeting (eiehtcenth session of 
Silver Jubilee Anniversary session of the 
of the Technical Preparatory Committee of 
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the Whole should be held at the headquarters of the Commission, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, during the month of April 1933 (see resolution 455 (XVII) -
Silver Ju~ilee Anniversary of the Economic Commission fer Africa -
operative paragraph 1 in chapter V below. 

Adoption of the_ report of the meetin>i (item 17) 

15~. The draft report was introduced hy the Rapporteur who briefly reviewed 
its structure and stressed that the focus of the report had been the decisions 
and recommendations of the mcctinP,. 

159. The Conference adopted the present report on the work of the seventeenth 
session of the Commission, eichth meeting of the Conference of Ministers and 
the draft res~lutions prepared for it by the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the Whole and the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed 
~untrics (sec chapter V below). It unanimously adopted the Declaration of 
Tripoli on the World Bank report entitleJ "Accelerated developnent in sub
Saharan Africa: An agenda for action" (see chapter IV below) and a final 
communique on its work, both of which were read to the meeting by the 
Executive Secret11ry of the Commission. It also adopted A. vote of thanks (see 
resolution 459 (XVII) in chapter V below). 

Closure of the mcctin~ (item 18) 

160. In proposing the vote of thanks to the Leader of the Great El Fatah 
Revolution of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and to the 
courageous and militant oeople of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for their warn 
and fraternal reception ~nd most eenerous hospitali t y, the representative 
of llenin noten that the superb facilities and the various kinds of services 
provided h'ld ennbled the Commission to hold four major meetings in Tripoli 
at which various aspects of the economic ond social conditions of Africa had 
been discussed an1 mensures for accelerating the hamonious socio-economic 
development of the continent hod been proposed. He also recalled the eloquent 
and inspiring .l<!dress of M.:~.j or Abdelsalern Jalloud at the O'?ening of the mee 
meetin?, of the Conference of Ministers and expressed the deep Br ntitude of 
the Commission to the le3,er of the Great El Fatah Revolution and to the people 
of the Socialist People's. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya {see resolution 459 (XVII) 

in chapter IV below). 

l[ l, In his closinG speech the Executive Secretary of the Commission 
indicated th3t the meeting had been a great success because of the wnnderful 
arrangements m.1dc by the people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya and the level of participation and the qualit y of contribution~ 
by participants as well as the spirit of unity which had prevailed throug -
out, He em;h3si~ed that the tone for the meeting had been set by t~e 
ins~irinf, address Jelivered by Major Abde l salen Jalloud and that thh 
m~nisters and other representatives of member States had rise~ ~o ~eethanked 
~ allenee. On behalf of participants and of the ECA secreta~ a 'neral and 
1 'ne People of the Socialist People 1 s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya n ge 
t s Civil servants in particular for their support. 



- 52 -

162. He informed the ceetins that three of the senior cembers of his 
staff _ G.E.A. Lardner, Uax D. Nomvete and s.I. Edokpayi were attendin~ 
the meetins of the Ministers for the last time as regular officers of the 
Corncission since they were to retire in 1982. On behalf of the Commission, 
the secretariat and himself, he paid tribute to them for their past services 
and hoped that they would still be available for future services. 

163. In conclusion, he expressed the hope of seeinp, all participants in 
Addis Ababa in 1933 at the ninth meeting and the twenty-fifth anniversary 
celebrations of the Commission and reiterated that the strenpth of the 
Commission depende~ on the member States. 

164. The Chairman thanked participants for honouring the invitation of 
the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and appealed to them to 
overlook any shortcomings. The Commission had been playin~ a pioneering 
role in co-operation and the future of Africa lay in the economic field 
in which co-operation had a big role to play. He believed that the 
Conference had been very serious in its work, as shown by the Declaration 
anrl the number of res~lutions adopted, which now had to be implemented by 
the member States. He concluded by thanking the officers of the Dureau, 
the Executive Secretary and the 'Unknown soldiers' for the excellent work 
they had done. 

165. He then declared the seventeenth session of the Commission and the 
eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers closed. 

D. Pro~ramme of work and priorities 

166. Dy resolution 428 (XVI) adopted on 10 April 1981, the Conference of 
Ministers approved the Commission's biennial programme of work and 
priorities for 1982-1983. The programme of work is contained in document 
E/CN.l4/790/Rev.l. 
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CHAPTE~ TV. 
11 

DECLAFATl:ON OJ" TRIPOLI mr "'HE FORLD BANK R~PO?T 
E~TI'f'LF.D ACCFLERATF.D DF.VELO~MF.N'T' IN SUB-SAHARAn AF'RICA: 

.Al1 /~GEI'SDA FO~ ACTION11 

h'E, t~e Af:ica~ Hinisters. responsib:e for economic development and planning, 
assembled 1n Tr1pol1 for the e1ghth meet1ng of the Conference of Ministers of 
the Economic Commission for Africa and the seventeenth session of the Commission 

' having carefully examined the World Bank report entitled "Accelerated development 
in sub-Saharan Africa.: An agenda for action" in the light of the basic guide
lines for the achievement of the objectives of self-reliant and self-sustaining 
development in our respective countries and in the African continent as a vhole, 
conscious of the imperative need to reduce the present extreme dependence of our 
countries on the export of primary commodities and the import of almost all the 
strategic inputs required for promoting development and economic grovth; and 
convinced that externally-oriented and primary-commodity-based strategies of 
development have hitherto not helped and cannot be expected to help our countries 
in the restructuring of their economies, in initiating the processes of internally
generated self-sustaining and reliant development and economic grovth and in 
reducing proP,ressively and finally eliminating the present burden of external 
debts; 

WE DECLARE that the strategy recommended in the World Bank report, which 
emphasizes export orientation in general and primary commodity export in 
particular, rer,ards industrialization and economic co-operation and integra
tion in Africa as longer-term issues and completely disregards external factors 
as being major constraints on Africa's development and economic grovth, and 
vhich adopts approaches, concepts and objectives which are divergent from those 
of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos is in fundamental con
tradiction with the political, economic and social aspirations of Africa; 

WE FURTHER DECLARE our firm commitment to the promotion of multinational, 
subregional and regional economic co-operation as a major inst:um:nt for ~e
structurin~ the economies of our countries and for the econom~c lntegratlon 
or our continent· , 

WE ACCORDINGLY AFFIRM that the goals and objectives defined by Afri:an 
countries for themselves in the Monrovia Strategy, the Lagos Plan of Actlon 
an~ th: Final Act of LaGOS remain the authentic and authoritative goals and 
ObJechves for Africa; 

WE THEREFORE CALL upon all States members of the Econ~mic Comission for 
Africa to continue with the full and effective implementatlon of ~he Lagos 
Plan or Action and the Final Act of Lagos at the national, subreglonal and 
regional levels; 

WE HEREBY URGE the international community to provide aid and t:chn~cal 
assistance to African countries vithin the framework of the goals, obJeCtlves 
and Philosophy of the La~os Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos; 

WE h c "ssion to transmit this D t-TANDATE the Executive Secretary of t e or.mu • t t ·on 
t eclaration to the President of the African Development Bank for ~res~nta ~he 
A~ ~he Lusaka meetinp, of the Board of the African D~velopment ~:~el~n~en~ 
c rl:an Governors of the l.Jorld Bank before the Il!eetlng of the p · 
ornmlttee of the nank in Helsinki in May 1982; 
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Finally, WE FURTHER MANDATE the Executive Secretary of the Commission to 
transmit this Declaration to the Secretary-General of the Organization of 
African Unity for presentation to the forthcoming meeting of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government or the Organization for necessary action. 

Done at TRIPOLI this 3oth day of April 1982. 
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CHAPTrn V. RESOLUTIONS ADOPI'ED BY THE CONFERENCE OF f'.ITNISTERS 
AT ITS EIGHTH MEETING 

29 (XVII) - New Statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studies, Accra 
and the "Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques", 
Yaounde 

30 (XVII) - African Household Survey Capability Programme 

.n (XVII) - Demographic data collection and analysis 

132 (XVII) - Financing of the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques 

133 (XVII) - African Institute for Economic Development and Planning 

134 (XVII) - African Institute for Future Studies 

135 (XVII) - United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 

136 (XVII) - Appropriate telecommunications for the development of Africa 

137 (XVII) - International Convention on Multimodal Transport of Goods 

~38 (XVII) - Pan-African Documentation and Information System 

~39 {XVII) - Worsening of the economic crisis and its adverse consequences for 
Africa 

~40 (XVII) - External Indebtedness of Africa 

~41 (XVII) - Development of :tntra-A!rican Trade 

~42 (XVII) - Formulation and implementation of a programme for the Industrial 
Development Decade for A!rica 

~43 (XVII) - Development of Industrial and Technological Manpover in the African 
Countries 

444 (XVII) - Institutional Machinery for the Review and Co-ordination of Programmes 
and Policies in Human Resources 

445 (XVII) 

446 (XVII) 

0 At ica - Science and Technology Development 1n r 

- Combating Desertification in Africa 

447 (XVI ) o the end of the Decade I - Women and Development: Act1on to 
448 

(XVII) - Aging in Af'rica 

44g (XVJ:r} t • restructuring and decentralization 
- Regional programming, opera 100' 

issues 

~ J I . . ·---· - ·-- - ·..:.__ __ _ 
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450 (YVII) - Financing of the Commission's Multinational Programming and 
Operational Centres on established basis 

451 (XVII) - Consolidated biennial report of activities, 1980-1981, and approved 
programme of work and priorities, 1982-1983, of regional and sub
~egional institutions sponsored by the Commission, and the buffer 
f~d 

452 (XVII) - The United Nations Development Programme's Regional Programme for 
Africa for the period 1982-1986 

453 (XVII) - United Nations Trust Fund for African Development 

454 (XVII) - Expansion of the conference facilities of the Commission at 
Addis Ababa 

455 (XVII) - Silver Jubiles Anniversary of the Economic Commission for Africa 

456 (XVII) - Implementation, follow-up and monitoring of the Substantial New 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 

457 (XVII) - Implementation of the Substantial New ProRramme of Action within 
the framework of national and collective self-reliance 

458 (XVII) - Financing of proerammes for the least developed co~tries 

459 (XVII) - Vote of thanks to the leader and People of the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
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429 (XVII). New statutes of the ReRional Institute for Po~ulation 
Studies. Accra. and the "Institut de formation et de 
recherche demographiques 11

• Yaounde 1/ 

The Conference of Ministers! 

Recalling its resolution 367 (XIV) of 27 March 1979, which requested the 
Executive Secretary of the Commission to initiate action to make the Re~ional 
Institute for Population Studies at Accra and the Institut de formation et de 
recherche demographiques at Yaounde fully regional in character, 

Recallin~ also its resolution 393 (XV) of 12 April 1980, which endorsed 
the new statutes of the two institutes and recommended that the statutes should 
be submitted through the Economic and Social Council for approval by the General 
Assembly, 

Further recallin~ its resolution 426 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the full 
regionalization of the regional training institutes for population studies in 
Africa, which submitted the new statutes to the General Assembly through the 
Economic and Social Council, 

Noting with satisfaction the action taken by the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission and the Governments of the host countries of the two institutes 
to bring about their regionalization, notably through the organization of 
sensitization missions within the countries served by each of the two institutes 
on the re~ionalization and activities of the institutes, 

Noting decision 36/450 taken by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth 
session in which the Conference of Ministers of the Commission was invited to 
revise the draft statutes so that they comply with the United Nations rules and 
procedures, 

Having revised the new statutes in the light of the institutes ' status as 
subsidiary bodies of the Commission, 

Recommends that the revised statutes 2/ be submitted for approval t~ t~e 
General Assembly at its thirty-seventh ses; ion through the Economic and Soclal 
Council. 

222nd meetin~ 
==-=~--~II 
30 J\;:ril 1982. 

l/ See chanter III, section C, ~ara~ra~hs 138 to 155 above. 

?_/ E/ECA/01.8/22/Corr.2. 
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430 (XVII). African Household Survey Capability Pro~ramme ]/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Taking note of the report of the second session of the ~o~nt Conf:rence of 
African Planners, statisticians and Demographers ~/ and real1z1ng t~e ~mportance 
of a national household survey capability in order to generate cont1nu1ng data 
to plan socio-economic development and to assess the impact of such development 
on the quality of life of the population, 

Recalling Executive Committee resolution ECO (XVIII) /Res.9 of 4 May 1978 
which. inter alia, endorsed the regional component of the African Household 
Survey Capability -Programme and urged the United Nations Development Programme, 
the Worlu Bank, the African Development Bank and other multilatera~ ~nd bilateral 
donor agencies to mobilize resources in support of statistical tra1n1ng and house
hold surveys in the African region, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2055 (LXII) of 
5 May 1977 which drew the attention of developing countries to the possibility 
of using additional United Nations Development Programme funds to support the 
establishment of upgrading of national household survey capabilities as an 
important component of development infrastructures and requested the Secretary
General and the United Nations Development Programme, in co-operation with the 
World Bank and in consultation with other multilateral and bilateral donor 
agencies, to consider the modalities for carrying out this development activity, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/5 of 9 May 
1979 which strongly urged the developing countries to take maximum advantage of 
the Programme and to prepare long-term plans for survey data collection in a 
variety of areas in the context of their national and statistical development 
plans, 

. Real~zing that ~he ~tatist!cal information required for formulating, 
1mplement1ng and mon1~0r1ng s~c1o-economic plans in general and, in particular, 
the Lagos Plan of Act1on 11 Wlll be generated largely as an output of national 
household survey programmes, · 

Bearing in mind the substantial assistance African countries have received 
from :h7 staff of the regional component of the African Household Survey 
Capab1:1ty Programm: based at.the headquarters of the Commission in the field 
of proJect formulat1on, techn1cal backstoppin~ and standards implementation, 

1. Re~o~firms the importance it attaches to the African Household 
Survey Capab~l1ty Programme which aims at buildl·n t• 1 h h ld survey b ·1 · · • · ~ na lana ouse o 
capala 1 lt1es ~n At~1~an co~tries to en.able them to collect • process and 
an yse on a con 1nu1ng bas1s integrated demogra h. • 1 d om1"c - p 1c, soc1a an econ 
data on households and household members· , 

11 See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
~/ E/ECA/CM.8/22. 

2./ A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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2. Draws the attention of States members of the Commission to the need 
to give priority to statistical information and make adequate financial provision 
ror their national household survey programme; 

3. Ur~es the African representatives on the Governing Council of the 
united Nations Development Programme to stress at the next Council meeting the 
importance that African countries attach to the National Household Survey 
capability Programme and the need for the United Nations Development Programme, 
in co-operation ~ith the World Bank and in consultation ~th multilateral and 
bilateral agencies, to mobilize resources for the implementation of country 
projects under this programmei 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to seek the necessary resources from 
the United Nations Development Programme and other multilateral and bilateral 
donor agencies for the continuation of the regional component of the programme 
beyond 1982. 

431 (XVII). Demo~raphic data collection and analysis~/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 19A2. 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 whi~h 
called upon the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to ass1st, 
when requested in further developin~ and strengthening national and regional 
facilities for'training, research, i~formation and advisory services in the field 
of population, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1279 (XLIII) of 
4 August 1967, 1672 (LII} of 2 June 1972 and 1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973, 

Recallin~ further paragraphs 72 to 77 of the World Population :lan of Act~on 
and the Lasos Plan of Action for the accelerated development of Afrlca and notmg 
the need for reliable socio-economic and demographic data for its implementation, 

Noting that in 1977 the United Nations Administrative Co~i~tee.on 
Co-ordination defined eight major groups in its standard cl~sslflcatlon of. 
~OPulation activities, two of which were basic data collect1on and populatlon 
<Iynamics 

' 
Recalling its resolutions 366 (XIV} of 27 March 1979 a~d ~OO (XV) of 

12 April 1980 on priority population programmes of the Commlsslon, 

TakinR note of the report of the second session of the ~oint C~n~rencef 
or African Plann'ers Statisticians and Demographers 11 and, ln par~lC d : r t · 

0 

the decreasinR shar;s of assistance being made available by the Unlte a laos 

----~/ See chapter III, section C, para~aphs 138 to 155 above. 

l/ E/ECA/C11.8/22. 
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Fund for Population Activities and other multilateral and bi~at;ral . donor 
agencies to states members of the Commission and.to the Co~lSSlOn ~tsel~ fo: 
demographic data collection, processing, evaluat1on. analys1s and d1ssem1nat1on, 

l. 
Nations 
tion to 

Notes with great concern the recent unilateral de~ision ~f the Un~ted 
Fund for Population Activities to scale down dramat1cally 1ts contrlbu
country and regional population programmes in Africa; 

2. Draws the attention of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities~he priority which African nations accord to demographic data 
collection and analysis within their over-all population programmes; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to take the 
necessary measures in order to alleviate the current reduction in resources 
for the regional population programme; 

4. Appeals to the General Assembly to allocate the necessary infra
structure posts to the Economic Commission for Africa to enable it to meet its 
increased responsibilities in the field of population; 

5. Urp;es the African representatives on the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention of the 
Council the concern of African countries about the decrease in the proportion 
of funds made available for data collection and analysis; 

6. Appeals.to Stat:s members of the United Nations to give generous 
support to the Un1ted Nat1ons Fund for Population Activities to enable the 
Fund t~ increase its ~ssistance :o countries in the African region in the areas 
of bas1c data collect1on, analys1s and research in population dynamics; 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission in co-operation 
with ~he Fund an~ in consultation with other multilateral and bilateral donor 
~genc1es to cons1der as s~on as possible means by which the recent improvement 
1n the state of demographlc knowledge can be sustained and continued. 

432 (XVII). 

The Conference of Ministers :
1 

222nd meetin__g, 
30 April 19B.£. 

de formation et de recherche 

Recalling its r esoluti on 426 (XVI ) 4" • aliZ! 
tion of the regional trainin • t•t 0~ 10 Apr1l 1981 on the full region 

g lns 1 utes for population studies in Africa, 

~I See chapter III. section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
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Takin~ note of the report by the secretariat on the meeting of plenipoten
iaries held at Yaounde in July 1981, 2./ 

Conscious of the urgent need to make available the necessary funds to allow 
he Insti tut de formation et de recherche demographiques to continue to function 
>E"yond 30 JWle 1982, 

Urges the Governments of member States served by the Institut de formation 
~t de recherche demo ra hi ues to take the necessary measures to pay as soon as 
1racticable the advance of US 10,000 trom their 1982 contributions, in accordance 
~th the request sent by the Executive Secretary of the Commission to each member 
:tate in October 1981. 

222nd meeting. 
30 April 1982: 

433 (XVII). African Institute for Economic Development and P1annin~ 10/ 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling its resolutions 285 (XII) of 28 February 1975, 3~0 (XIV) of . 
~1 March 1979 and 399 (XV) of' 12 April 1980 on the African Inshtute for Economc 
~velopment and Planning, 

Taking note of: 

• (!!,) The achievements of the Institute in its third phase of operation a~d 
1 

lts dr i ve to develop an appropriate approach to the problems and needs of Af:1.~a. 5 

a:velopment planning and policy design through its training and research ac-tJ.vl.
tles, as indicated in the Institute's five-year plan, 1982-1986, 

(~) The fact that the growing activities of the Institute an~ the effec~ , 
ot. inflat i on require additional. financial resources, while the Afncan countr1.es 
stlpulated contributions have remained unchanged since 1975, 

1
975 

(£) The fact that African countries which have gained ~ndep;nde?ce si~ce 
should be added to the list of contributors to the Instltute s flnance ' 

(d) Un"t d Nations Development Programme 
Re . - The fact that the meeting ot the 1 e . Swaziland in 
J~ldent R~presentatives of the African regio~ ~eld 1.n ~a~:ne~t the Institute, 
Go uary 19o0 recommended that in order to facllltate tralnl g • to include 
fe~~tnme~ts should vor~ together with t~e Res~dent ~epr~se~~:;~:s financed by 
th owshlps for study at the Institute 1n the1r natlona P 

e national • d. . . r· 1n 1cat1ve plann1ng 1gures, 

----21 See document E/ECA/CM.8/11. 

!QI See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above . 
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Considerin~ that, at its twenty-first meeti~g held in Addis Ababa from 21 to 
23 ~arch 1980 the Governing Council of the Inst1tute took note of the recommenda
tions of the ~bove-mentioned meeting of the Resident Representatives of the African 
region and requested the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and 
Demographers to prepare a resolution for submission to the Conference of Ministers 
urging the States members of the Commission to include in their national indicative 
plannine figures the financing of fellowships for their nationals to study at 
the Institute, 

Convinced that the Institute should play an even more important role in the 
development planning of Africa in the years to come, and particularly in the 
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, ..!!./ 

Conscious that there is a need for the United Nations Development Programme 
and African Governments to continue to contribute to the financing of the Institute 
during its coming five-year cycle, 

1. Proposes to apply the indexation formulae agreed upon by States members 
of the Commission to the 1980 gross national product of all independent African 
countries in 1980; 

2. Requests the African Governments concerned to pay their arrears to the 
Institute; 

3. Invites African countries, which are in a position to do so, to make 
voluntary contributions to the Institute whenever possible; 

4. Ur~es the United Nations Development Programme to continue its financial 
support to the Institute at least at the present level of ~US 1.3 million per 
annum; 

5. Asks the Director of the Institute to intensifY his efforts to raise 
funds. from ex~ernal sources whether in the form of voluntary contributions or 
techn1cal ass1stance; 

6. Requests member States to: 

(~) _su~ply_fellowships for training at the Institute financed out of their 
national 1nd1cat1ve planning figures or other sources· 

• 
(b) Utilize fully the Ins.ti.tute's training capacity by insistin~ whenever ; 

possible that the man t ~ power ralnlng components of capital _oroJ"ects be undertaken 
at the Institute; 

(~) Make use of the Institute's advisory services capacity as a substitute 
for external consultants whenever possible; 

11/ A/S-ll/14,annex r. 
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7. .Urp,es the Director to prepare a medium-term plan encompassing the 
mobi~izatlon of external :esources for the ~inancing of fellowships at the 
Inst1tut7 and to present lt as soon as poss1ble to the Governing Council of 
the Instltute. 

434 (XVII). African Institute for Future Studies 12/ 

The Conference of Hini sters, 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

Conscious of the virtual lack of effective institutional capabilities in 
A~ican States for studying, analy~ing, and evaluating strategic issues as a 
necessary pre-requisite to policy-making, particularly in the fields of national 
economic policy and international economic relations, and of the need for Africa 
to build up such capabilities, 

Recallinp- the conclusions and recommendations of the fifteenth meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the Commission 13/ held in Algiers in October 1976 
to the effect that the proposal to establish a regional Centre for Public 
Analysis and Stratep,ic Studies was of strategic importance and should be pursued, 

Recalling further the endorsement by the Conference of Ministers at its 
fourth meeting held in Kinshasa 14/ of the proposal that the Commission should 
undertake, in collaboration with~he Organization of African Unity, the necessary 
t echnical studies to serve as a basis for a decision on the establishment of 
the Institute 

' 
Noting the recommendation of the Monrovia Symposium, organi zed j ointly by 

the Organ1zation of African Unity and the Commission vith the co-operation of the 
lmi~ed Nations Development Programme, on the Future Development Prospects 0~ 
Afrlca touards the Year 2000 15/ to the effect that Africa should develop 1ts 
O\lll institutional capabiliti;s- includina the creation of a Pan-African Future 
~t d• t D , 
u u les Association for determining a self-sustained and self-rellant patt ern 
Of d ' evelopment for the region, 

~preciative of the initiative and concerted effort of the Commission, .the 
~ganlzation of African Unity and the United Nations Developme~t Progr~e ln 
undertaking feasibility studies for the establishment of a reg1 onal Inst1 tut e. 
!or Future Studies and the follow-up action i n convening an expert group meetlng 
ln.Addis Ababa in January 1982 to consider the principal features 0!• and suggest 
gulde-lines for the design, establishment and operation of the Instlt ut e, 

~onvinced or the urgency of establishing the proposed Institute, 

---12/ - See chapter III • Section c, paragraphs 138 to 155 above , 

E/CN.l4/655 - E/CN,l4/EC0/110, 13/ -
14/ 
-~ 

15/ ---
F./591,1 - E/Cr~ .14/683. 

E/CN.l4/698/Add.2. 
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Further convinced also that the effectiveness of the proposed regional 
Institute depends to a great extent upon individual me~ber States dev~l~ping 
complementary national institutions and/or programmes 1~ or~er ~o f~c1l1tate 
their participation in a network of African future stud1es 1nst1tut1ons to be 
associated with the operations of the African Institute for Future Studies, 

Expressin~ deep gratitude to the United Nations Development Programme for 
the financial support it has given for the initial preparatory work related to 
the proposal to establish the Institute, 

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of tlle aforementioned 
Expert Group meeting on the establishment of an African Institute for Future 
Studies 16/ and in particular the objectiYes and functions set for the Institut, 

2. Resolves that an autonomous African Institute for Future Studies be 
speedily establ1shed; and that an endowment fund be also established to ~te 
its effectiveness and independence; 

3. Appeals in the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action 17/ to all African 
countries, as well as regional and national development and financial institu
tions. and to African private enterprises and individuals to contribute voluntaJ 
and generously to the Institute's Endowment Fund; 

4. Appeals further to the United Nations Development Programme to cantril 
substantially to the Endowment Fund· • 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to: 

. (~) ~ontinue to collaborate with the Organization of African Unity, the 
~1t7d N~t1on~ Deve~opment Programme and other appropriate African regional 
1nst1t~t1ons 1n tak1n~ the necessary measures for the early establishment and 
operat1on of the Inst1tute; 

and 
ment 

(b). Submit for t~e consideration of the ninth meeting of the Conference 
e1ghteent~ sess1on of the Commission a progress report on the establish

of the Inst1tute; 

nation~ i~:~~~:ii~!! :;mber States that do not as ~et have vell establi~hed 
to establish such inst"t i:ogrammes for future studles to take early actlon 
effective! in the net~u lons.or ~ros:ammes, so that they can participate 
African In~titute for Fu~~~fs~~~~!~tlons associated with the work of the 

16/ E/ECA/TPCW.3/2. 

17/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

222nd meetJEZ• 
30 April 1983. 
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435 (XVII). United Nations Transport and Communicat i ons Decade in M'l"ica. 18/ 

The Conference of Ministers , 

Recallin12; its resolution 291 (XIII) of 26 February 1977 Economic and 
Social Council resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and ~neral Assembly 
resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaimdng the United Nations Transport 
and Communications Decade in Africa, -

Further recalling its resolution 391 (XV) of 12 April 1980 in which it: 

(~) Reiterated its appeal to member States to give the highest priority 
to the transport and communications projects adopted for the programme of the 
first phase of the Decade, 

. (~) Requested African States to take the initiative in submitting to the 
vanous sources of finance requests for the financing of the projects adopted 
for the first phase, 

(.£_) Also requested the Executive Secretary to organize with groups of 
donor countries and the financing institutions, consultative technical meetings 
for the purpose of finding the necessary additional financial resources, 

Noting with satisfaction resolution CM/Res.889 (XXXVII) adopted at Nairobi, 
Kenya, in June 1981 by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization or At'ri.can Unity and Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/46 
and 1981/67 of 23 July 1980 ~d 24 July 1981 respectively on the United Nations 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, 

Recalling, General Assembly resolutions 35/108.and 36/177 of 5.December.l980 
~nd ~9 December 1981 respectively on the organizat1on of consultat1ve technlcal 
meetlngs for the purpose of raising additional financial resources for the Decade 
programme 

' 
. ~eferring to its resolution 422 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 which, in substance, 

ShpuJ.ated that the Commission should: 

(_!) Organize four consultative technical meetings, 

(b) · e of the first phase 
f - Continue to monitor the progress o~ the programm 

0 the Transport and Communications Decade, 

C.s) Update that programme, 

(~) Undertake the preparation of the programme of action for the second 
Phase , 1984- 1988 , 

----~/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
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Notin~ that none of these consultative techni:a1 meetings :overs the 
countries of North and East Africa as well as the 1sland countr1es of the Indian 
Ocean, 

1. Notes with satisfaction the progress so far made concerninp, the imple
mentation of the first phase of the Unite~ Nations Trans~ort and Co~~unications 
Decade programme , 1980-1983, and in part1cular the hold1ng of three of the four 
consultative technical meetings: 

(~) At Lome, from 8 to 11 June 1981, for the States members of the Economic 
Community of West African States on roads, air transport, telecommunications/ 
broadcasting and postal services; 

(b) At Ouagadougou, from 20 to 23 January 1982, for the railway projects 
of the- entire continent; 

(c) At Yaounde, from 15 to 17 March 1982,on roads and inland water transport 
for the 10 countries of Central Africa; and their evaluation in figures; 19/ 

2. Expresses its appreciation: 

(a) To the General Assembly for the financial resources which it made 
available to the Commission for the organization of the consultative technical 
meetings with donors; 

(£) To the donor countries and financing institutions which participated 
in these three meetings and whose participants contributed to their success; 

(£) To the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme for 
making available to the Commission financial resources under the Programme's 
third programming cycle for financing the Transport and Communications Decade 
in Africa; 

3. Appeals once more to donor countries and financing institutions to 
participate fully and positively in the fourth meeting scheduled to be held at 
Abidjan from 3 to 5 May 1982; 

the 
and 

4. Requests t~e Execut~ve Secretary to submit a report on the outcome ~f 
fourth consultat1ve techn1cal meeting to the summer session of the Econom1c 
Social Council in July 1982; 

. 5. Recommends that a fifth consultative technical meeting be or~anized 
durlng.the second half.of 1983 on roads, maritime transport and ports for the 
countr1es of North Afr1ca, East Africa and the islands of the Indian Ocean; 

6. Calls upon ~he Secretary-General to provide the Commission with adequate 
resources to enable 1t to organize the fifth consultative technical meeting; 

19/ See document E/ECA/CM.B/7 / part B. 
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. 7f. Reque~: tt~e Extecuht~vale Secre:ary to monitor the follow-up of the 
r1rst our cons a 1ve ec n1c meetlngs by closely assisting the t · 
· · t t "th d • coun nes 1n th:n c?n .ac s. Vlt ?nora, and 1~ formulating and presenting their requests 
for f1nanc1ng proJeC s Vlth a potent1al subregional or regional impact; 

. 8. _Reit:rates its earlie: request to the Executive Secretary to continue 
to 1n~ens1fy h1s efforts to ass1st member States in the full implementation of 
the f1rst phase programme. 

The Conference of Ministers, 

222nd meetinp; 
30 April 1982: 

Havinp; examined the progress report 21/ on the efforts made by Africa, under 
the United Nations Transport and CommunicBct;ions Decade in Africa programme, 
to establish appropriate telecommunication systems, including the use of satellite 
communication technology, for the development of Africa, 

_ Recalling its resolutions 278 (XII) and 281 (XII) of 28 February 1975 and 
310 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the study and establishment of a possible African 
Regi?nal Satellite Communication System for telephone, telex and other common
earner services and for radio and television broadcasting, 

... Recalling also resolutions ECA/UNTACDA/Res.Bl/17 of the Conference of . 
Mim.sters of Transport Communications and Planning 22/ on the need to harmonlZe 
and integrate into one

1
single project study all on-going studies r~lated t~ the 

Decade project SAP-01 relating to the feasibility study on the Afr1can reg1onal 
satellite system, 

.. Recallin~ further resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.Bl/21 of the Conference of 
fhDlsters of Transport, Communications and Planning 23/ urging the development 
ot ~ural telecommunications and its own resolution 321 (XIII) of 1 ~rch.l977 
on 1 n!egrated rural development vhich, inter alia, invites th: or~lzatlons ~nd 
agen:les of the United Nations 9ystem to assist member countr1es :n the pl~nlng 
an~ lmplementation of integrated rural development programmes desl~ned to 1ncrease 
galnful employment, incomes, conditions of living and quality of llfe ~f t?e rural 
pop,J.lation; and that Decade project No. TEP-05 on the rural telecommumcatlon 
survey h • • as been formulated with such goals 1n Vlev, 

---20/ -
21/ -
~I 

~I 

See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

E/ECAICM.8/7 1 part c. 
E/CN.l4/812 - E/CN.l4/TRANS/169. 

Ibid. -
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Noting the recommendations from the Inter-~ver~ental Experts Meeting 24/ 
held in Addis Ababa from 22 to 26 March 1982 to ex~n; the report on the.pre
feasibility study on appropriate modern telecommun1cat1on technology for 1ntegra 
rural development in Africa, 

Considering the co11111.itment made by the Heads ot State and Gove:nment o~ tb1 
Organization of African Unity and by the Gen:ral Assembly ot the Un1t:d N~t1ons 
to implement the programme of the United Nat1ons Transport and Commun1ca:1ons 
Decade in Atri~a, vhich is now an integral part of the Lagos Plan of Actlon, 25, 

1. Endorses the following recommendations of the Inter-~overmnental Exper1 
Meeting: 

{a) On the harmonization and integration or all on-going pre-feasibility 
~nd prelilllinary studies such as those relating to appropriate modern telecommun· 
tion technology for integrated rural development in Africa, the African region& 
telecommunication satellite study and the regional satellite telecommunication 
system in Africa into a single regional project on appropriate telecommunicatio 
for the development of Africa; 

{b) On the creation of the Inter-agency Co-ordination Committee to co
ordinate the implementation of a detailed feasibility study on Rppropriate 
teleCOJ!IllUlllicatio•ns for the development Of Africa COI!ij)OSed of the Organi~ation 
of African Unity, the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development 
Bank, the Pan-African Teleconununications Union, the Union Atricaine des postes 
et telecommunications, the African National Television and Broadcasting Union, 
the International Telecommunications Union and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization vhicb shall have the responsibilities 
indi:ated in paragraph 7 of document AMTT/IRD · No. 20/E or the aforementioned 
meetlng; 

(,£) That A!rican Governments shall examine the feasibility study project 
proposal to be cuculated by the Inter-agency Co-ordination comln.ittee and 
e~re~s as s~on as possible their interest in participation, indicating the . 
pr~or1ty act1on to be taken on the project for its rapid implementation vithln 
the Decade programme; 

. (~} That bil~teral ~onors and multilateral financing institutions should 
be lnVltted t~dpron~e t~eu assistance in a harmonized and complementary manne' 
so as o avo1 duphcat1on ot etfort and wasta r 

ge o resources; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(~) To give every assistance po~sible, within the framework of the necad1 

programme, to the Inter-agency Co-ord1nation c •tt . 't k that tbe 
study can be colllpl.eted vithi th ti omnu. ee 1n 1 s wr so 

n e rst phase programme period; and 

24/ See· E/ECA/CM.8/7t part c. 

25/ A/.~-11/14, annex I. 
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(~) To submit a progress report on the implementation of this project to 
the Conference of Ministers at its ninth meeting; 

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the 
Secreta:r-Genera.l of the Organization of African Unity, to submit the present 
resolution to the next Assembly of Heads of State and Government to be held in 
August 1982 in Tripoli, Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 

222nd meeting, 
30 ADril 19B2. 

437 (XVII). International Convention on Multimodal Transport of Goods 26/ 

The Conference ot Ministers, 

. Havinp:: examined the report on the activities in the context of the implementa
tion of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa and on 
the status of the first phase ot the l'lrogra.mme, 1980-1983, 27/ 

Recalling the United Nations Convention on the Mul timodal Transport ot 
Goods 28/ adopted on 24 May 1980 under the auspices or the United Nat~ons 
Conf'erenc e on Trade and Development, 

Bearin101: in mind the tireless efforts of the African group during the seven
year period of nesot-iations on the United Nations Convention on the Hultimodal 
~anspo:t or Goods and specifically its reconmendation that :egion~l semina:s 
en m~~lmodal transport operations in Africa should ~e o:gan~zed w1th the a1m o~ 
xam1mng the economic le-, commercial and other 1mpl1cat1ons of the Conventlon 

and "t ' t<.~, • • 1 s appropriate applicability and impact on Afr1ean econom1es, 

Notin~ vith satisfaction the collective efforts of tbe Executive Seer~tary 
or the Commission, the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unlty 
and the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
!l_ld the concrete steps .taken to organize seminars on mul timodal transport opera
tlons in Africa scheduled to be held in 1982 and 1983, 

1 R 
. 1 t Pr gr"'-e ..,,.. ... ..-avide the 

• eguests the United Natlons Deve opmen ° ........ "~ ,.--- - . al 
~eq~isite financial resources from the unprogrammed portion of the re~6n 
~~dicative planning fi~es during its third programming c~cle, 1

9
82

-
19 t for 

op: or~ization of the joint project on semina:s on m~tlmo~Et~~~rcommission 
r ratlons in Africa of the Organization ot AfrlCaD Unl ty • t e c 
or Africa and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 

~I See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

'?J_f E/ECA/CM.B/7.-" part A. 

?&f See TD/t.rr/CONF/16. 
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2• Further reouests the Executive Sec:eta:r of~thAef ~ommiUnss~otn, tin collabora-
t . "th th s retary-General of the Organ1zat1on o~ r1can 1 y , o present 1on w1. e ec . • th t · f 
a report on the implementation of this resolutlon at the n1n mee 1ng o the 
Conference of Ministers. 

222nd meetinp;. 
30 April 1982~ 

438 {XVII). Pan-African Documentation and Information System 29/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recallin~ its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the general 
design of a pan-African numerical and non-numerical data bank, 

Recallin~ ~so its resolution 377 (XV) of 12 April 1980 concerning the 
necessity for a sound documentation and information system for a self-sustaining 
and self-reliant pan-African development policy which has among its primary 
objectives self-sufficiency in food, development of natural and human resources, 
promotion of intra-African trade, intensification of industrial developmen~ and 
improvement and creation of viable continental transport and communication 
links, 

Further recallin~ its resolution 413 (XVI) of 4 May 1981 concerning the 
accelerated establishment of the national and subregional institutional and 
technical participating centres and requesting the international community to 
intensify its assistance to the project, 

Noting that the sixteenth ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African Unity held in Monrovia,Liberis, 
in July 1979 and the second extraordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of 
Sta~e and Go~e~ent devoted to econcmic matters, held in Lagos, Nigeria, in. 
Apr1l 1980, 1ns1sted on the necessity for a sound documentation and informat1on 
system for a viable integrated development policy in Africa, 

.Taking in~o account the :esolution adopted by the first Inter-governme~tal 
Meet1ng of Afr1can Documentat1on, Computer and Information Scientists held 1n 
Salisbury, Zimbabwe, from 19 to 23 October 1981, 

1, Taking into consideration the long-term goals of the project as set out in 
the Executive Secretary's report presented to the Conference of Ministers at its 
seventh meeting, 30/ 

29/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

30/ E/CN.l4/789. 



Taking in:o ?onsidera~ion the Executive Secretary's report 31/ on the 
progress made 1n 1mplement1ng the Pan-African Documentation and Information 
system programme, 

1. Con~atulates the Executive Secretary on the successful implementa
tion of phase I of the project, particularly on the progress made towards the 
creation of national and subregional participating centres; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to those member States which have already 
taken action toward the creation of national and subregional information and -
documentation centres and urges the remaining member States to take prompt action 
in this regard; 

3. Reguests the Executive Secretary to step up the mobilization of fUnds 
for the establishment of national and subregional centres and to identify and 
approach new sources of financial assistance; 

4. Also requests the Executive Secretary to take due cognizance in the 
design and establishment of subregional centres of existing arrangements among 
member States for political, economic and technical co-operation; 

5. Invites the Executive Secretary to widen the Conference of African 
PlaniJers, Statisticians and Demographers to comprise not only producers and 
users of statistical data but also those who process, retrieve and disseminate 
information and data, i.e. African documentation, information and computer 
scientists· 

' 
6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission in collaboration 

with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity to ensure th; 
s~edy realization of the feasibility study on appropriate modern telecommunl:a
t lon project, including satellite com.unications, as recommended by the Meetlng of 
theinter-governmental Experts held in Addis Ababa in March 1982 and endorsed by 
Conference of Ministers resolution 436 (XVII) of 30 April 1982; 

7. Requests the African Group of the African, Caribbean and Pa:iric 
countries in Brussels to take the necessary steps for the implementatlon of the 
project; 

8 · •th th Inter-agency • Urges the Executive Secretary, in collaboratlon Wl e . 
Co-ordinating Committee on Satellite Communications to expl~re all ~sslble llite 
sources of finance for the implementation of the single reglonal Afr1can sate 
commun • • · 1cat1ons project; 

' t 9. Requests the industrialized countries to assist the proj~ct t~oug~he 
be provision of efficient technologies, particularly sor:ware pac ag::s·or 
~agement of textual, statistical, factual and technologlcal data ba ' 

10 . . · f the United Nations system, 
int • . Further requests the spec1al1zed agenc~es 0 ak vailable to the Pan-
Afr:rnatlonal or~anizations and all other agencle~ tom t~: in their possession 

- lean Documentation and Information System all lnformla 1~ al development of 
lfh i ch may be useful for the social, economic and techno oglC 
Africa· 

' -----
lh/ E/ECA/CM.8/6/Rev.l. 
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11. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations.Development Programme, 
International Development Research Centre and t~e Afrl:sn Development Bank 
their financial contributions and~ for the1r cont1nued support; 

12. Recommends that African member States should make full use of the. 
technical competence and advisory service~ available.st the Central Co-ord1nation 
Office of the Pan-African Documentation and Informat1on System; 

13. Decides that the Executive Secretary should submit.a progress repo:t 
on the further implementation of the Pan-African Documentat1on and Informat1on 
System to the ninth meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

222nd meeting 
==;;;;.,.;;~;..;.;;;;~· 
30 April 1982. 

439 (XVII). Worsening of the economic crisis and its adverse consequences 
for Africa 32/ 

The Conference of Ministers ~ 

Recall ing General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 
1974, cont aining the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment 
of a New Internat i onal Economic Order, and resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974 , containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 36/180 of 17 December 1981 concerning 
the adoption of special measures for the social and economic development of Africa 
in the 1980s, 

Recalling Gener al Assembly resolution 35/36 of 5 December 1980, containing 
the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade, 

Reco~izing t he primary r esponsibi l ity of the African countries for their 
development and the importance of the mobilization of their national resources 
for their socio-economic development, 

Concerned at the worsening of the wor ld economic crisis and its devastating 
consequences for the economies of African countries , 

Bel~eving that Africans have the right to exercise permanent sovereignty 
over the1:: na:ural resources so that they can utilize the income derived from 
the explo1tat1on of those resources to foster their economic growth, 

1 •. Affirms the right of African countries to exercise their sovereignty . 
over the1r natural resources and to utilize them for the benefit of their peoples, 

32/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
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2. Condemns the economic and social pressures exerted by the · ·a1· t . . 1mper1 1s 
Powers and their transnat1onal corporat1ons which exploit the resources of Af • · d t · . r1can 
rountr~es to the e r1ment of the econom1c and social interests of the peoples of 
the continent; 

. 3. Urges all Afric~ ~ountries to do.everything possible to intensity 
thelr efforts, create a sp1r1t of co-operat1on, and work towards the achievement 
of the goals and objectives of the integrated development of African countries 
in accordance with the Monrovia Strategy, 33/ the Lagos Plan of Action and the 
Final Act of Lagos. 34 I 

440 (XVII). External indebtedness of African countries 35/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

222nd meeting , 
30 April 1982. 

Noting with p;reat concern the incr easing trends in the industrialized 
countries towards more constrained and restrictive lending procedures and the 
prev:liling very high interest rates vhich have resulted in severe balance-of
payments problems for African countries, 

Mindf'ul of the fact that, notwithstanding resolution 165 (S-IX) of 11 March 
1978 of the Trade and Development Board of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development vhich called on the major credi tor countries to cancel or reduce 
the ~ebts of developing countries, there is marked reluctance on the part of the 
cred1tor countries to do so, 

Mindful further of the need for African countries to harmonize their stands 
on the problem of external indebtedness and the alleviation of its impact on their 
economies, 

Also mindful that the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action ]§../ may be 
adversely affected by the ever increasing burden of debt servicing if app~qpriate 
measures are not taken, 

Calls upon the secretariat of the Commission, in collaboration .with the 
general secretariat of the Organization of African Unity and the Afrlcan Development 
Bank to 0 • . • • t · ns1·ble for finance and rgan1ze a meet1ng of government ~n1s r1es respo 
econo~ic development and planning with a view to examining carefully the problems 
assoclated vith the external debt of African countries. 

22.2nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

------
33/ -
J:!l 
]2.1 
36/ --

Organization of African Unity resolution AHG/ST.3 (XVI)/Rev.l. 

A/S-11/14, annexes I and n .. 
See chapter III section C, paragraphs 138 to 15~ above. , 
A/S-11/14, annex I. 

,. 
I 

j 

i 
Jl 
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441 (XVII). Development of Intra-African Trade 37/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Mindful of the cardinal importance which the Lagos Plan of Action 38/ 
attaches to the promotion of intra-~ican trade as a mainstay of thP. African 
strategy for socio-economic development, 

Recallin~ the signing on 18 December 1981 by elev:n Heads of State an~ 
Government of the Libreville Declaration on the establ1shment of an Econom1c 
Community of Central African States, 

Recallin~ further the signing on 21 December 1981 at Lusaka, ~ambia, by 
eleven countries of the Treaty on the establishment of a Preferent1al Trade 
Area for Eastern and Southern African States, 

Noting the on-going efforts of the secretariat to assist States ~embers 
of the West African Multinational Programming and Operational Centre 1n the 
harmonization of the trade liberalization provisions of the Econo~ic C~mmunit) 
Qf West Afl'ican States, the West African Economic Community and Mano R1 ver 
Union Treatiea, 

Noting further the recommendation made at the recent meeting of the Counc 
of Plenipotentiaries of the North African Multinatior.al Prop;ramming and Opera.~ 
Centre to the effect that the secretariat should undertake comprehensive studl 
on the promotion of intra-subregional trade, 

~of the recent holding in Addis Ababa of the First Symposium of 
Presidents and Secretaries-General of African Chambers or Commerce and of pre· 
parations being made for a meeting of Presidents and Secretaries-General of 
African Chambers of Commerce due to be held in Salisbury Zimbabwe, from 26 t~ 
n May 1982, with a view to paving the vay for the estabiishment of a Federat: 
of African Chambers of Commerce, as provided for in the Lagos Plan of Action, 

. BearU:g in mind the key contribution made by the project financed by tbe
1 Un1ted Nahons Dev71opm?nt Programme on the development of intra-Af'riciUl tra~1 and monetary and f1.nanc1.al co-operation in the achievement of the above-mentl 

results.and the.need for further assistance to be given to the project over tl 
next U~1ted Nat~ons ~evelopmen~ Programme programming cycle to economic co
operation groupmp;s ln the V&rlous subregions including the Preferential Trad' 
Area and the propos~d Economic Community of Central African States. 

1 •. Co~ends the.ele!en signatories of the Libreville Declaration 
for the1.r flrm determ1nat1on to est"bl1• sh ... he E · C •t of Central . . - ~- "' conom1c ommunl y . . 
Afl'lcan State~ and Wlshes :hem full success in the conduct of the negotiatlOD· 
for the creat1on of the sa1d Community; 

]IT/ See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
38/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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2. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary for the efforts 
uready made and requests him to intensity his assistance and advisory activities 
towards the promotion of intra-African trade at both the intra-subregional and 
the inter-subregional levels; 

3. Further commends the eleven States of Eastern and Southern Africa 
vhich have already signed the Treaty on the establishment of the Preferential 
Trade Area and urBes them to ratify it as soon as possible and also urp:es those 
countries of Eastern and Southern Africa, which have not yet signed tl:e Treaty. 
to do so without delay; 

4. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme to earmark from the existing indicative planning figures resources 
for the newly established Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern 
African States to promote intercountry trade within the Preferential Trade Area; 

5. Takes note vith appreciation of the ef~orts bei~g p~sued by the . 
States members of the West African and North Atr1can Mult1natlonal Programml.ng 
and Operational Centres tovards the promotion of intra-subregional trade in 
their respective subregions; 

6. Urp:es all African Chambers of Commerce and subregional associations 
or Chambers of Commerce to attend the forthcoming Salisbury meeting and take 
appropriate steps for the establishment of' the Federation of African Chambers 
of Commerce · • 

1. Notes vith satisfaction the results achieved by the project o~ the 
development of intra-African trade and monetary and financial co-operatlo~ 
during the period 1979-1981 and expresses its gratitu~e to. the ~nite~ Nahons 
Development Programme for having provided the Commisslon wlth flnanclal resources 
for the implementation of this project; 

a. Further takes note with satisfaction of the positive re~omme~~~ion 
lllade by the evalu~tion team composed of representatives of the . Unlted . a 

1005 

Conference on Trade and Development the Commission and the Unlted Natlons 1 
Development Programme f'or the conti~uation of this project, and.urge~tly ~;yea 8 

t o tb u · . t ntinue to proVlde f1nanc1 e n1ted Nat1ons Development Programme 0 co · f th 
assistance at the current or at an increased level for the duratlOn o e 
Programme's programming cycle 1982-1986. 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982 • 
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442 (XVII). Formulation and implementation of a programme for the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa 39i 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Bearin8 in mind the decision of the Head~ of St~te.and.Gov~rnmen~ of the 
Organization of African Unity on accelerated 1ndustr1allzat1on 1n Afr1ca as 
contained in the Monrovia Declaration, 40/ the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final 
Act of Lagos, 41/ -

Guided by and committed to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action 
which stresses the importance of the industrialization of the African region in 
general and of each individual African country in particular as a fundamental 
option in the total range of activities aimed at freeing Africa from under
development and economic dependence, 

RecoRnizing that the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action 
will, to a large extent,hinge on the accelerated development of the industrial 
sector, as a supplier of essential inputs both to itself as well as to the other 
priority sectors in the Lagos Plan, namely a~riculture, transport and communica
tions, energy, trade and finance, and as a user of the outputs from these sectors, 

Convinced of the vital significance for African countries of United Nations 
General Assembly resolutions 35/66 B of 15 December 1980 proclaiming the 1980s 
as the Industrial Development Decade for Africa and 36/182 part II of 17 December 
1981 stressing the importance of the Decade for Africa , 

Recalling resolution CM/Res.888 (XXXVII) of June 1981 adopted by the 
Organization of African Unity which, inter alia, 

(a) Welcomes the proclamation by the General Assembly of the 1980s as the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

(b) Requests all States members of the Organization of African Unity to 
take the necessary measures to draw up and implement specific programmes in the 
context of the Decade at the national, subregional and regional levels; and 

. (~) Urges all relevant international organizations, especially the United 
Nat1ons Development Prog:amme, to increase, in accordance with United Nations 
G:nera~ Assem?ly resolut1on 35/66 B of 15 December 1980 their technical and 
f1nanc1al ass1stance to African countries for the t" d · 1 ntation 
of the Decade Programme, prepara lon an lmp erne 

See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

Or~anization of African Unity resolution AHG/St.3 (XVI)/Rev.l. 

A/S-11/14, annexes I and II. 
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Recalling further resolution 1 (vi) of 25 November 1981 42/ of the sixth 
meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry on-rhe adoption of 
proposals for the formulation and implementation of a programme for the Industrial 
Development Decade for Atrica, 

1. Endorses resolution l (vi) ot the sixth meeting or the Conference of 
African Ministers of Industry and the establishment of the Joint Inter-secretariat 
Committee on the Decade comprising the Commission, the Organization of African 
Unity and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization; 

2. Calls upon all member countries individually and collectively to take 
steps as a matter of urgency, including the establishment of national co
ordinating committees and focal points and the organization of national work
shops with the participation of all the relevant sectors and institutions, to 
examine and adjust their development plans, with a view to incorporating, as 
appropriate, the concepts, guiding principles and objectives of the Industrial 
Development Decade Programme in their national economic perspective and develop
ment plans; 

3. Further calls upon each member country, as a matter of urgency, to 
identify the group of strategic and core industrial projects at both the 
national and the multinational levels which by virtue of their interrelations, 
promote each other's growth and development' and which. through technical and 
econ?mic linkages and complementarities, especially with ~riority sectors set . 
out 1n the Lagos Plan of Action, would accelerate industr1al and general econom1c 
development and growth; 

4. Urp:es member countries to identify, assess and determine their indus
trial capacities and capabilities inter alia, for: 

(~) The preparation and implementation of projects; 

(~) The preparation, evaluation and negotiation of specifications, bids 
and contracts; 

(c) The procurement of tee hnology, plant, and management and consul tancy 
services· 

' 

(~) Research and development and training; and 

( ) . . . . • h" h should be up-graded . ~ Product1on, market1ng and d1str1but1on, w lC • to 
and lntegrated, to enable them individually and colle:tlvely ~radua!!yca ital 
~eet t~eir changing domestic needs for ke~ :onsum~r,.lnterme:l~~~e~t ive spof 
goods 10 accordance with the concepts, gu1d1ng pr1nclples an J 
the Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

~~/ See E/ECA/CM. 8/2. 
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5. Recommends the adoption of a multinational approach an~ intra-Africa 
co-operation, as the ~ost viable option in t~e African context, ln.the devel~p 
ment of strategic and basic industries! part1cular~y the ~etallurglcal, chem1c 
and engineering industries, which by v1r:ue of the1r requ1rem:nts f?r.l~rge 
markets and their role in providing key 1nputs for all econom1c act1v1t1es, ar 
crucial for self-reliant and self-sustaining development and economic growth; 

6. Calls upon member countries to strengthen consultations among. them
selves with a viev to facilitating collective action including consultat1ons 
and negotiations with third parties and to establishing eventually an African 
mechanism for industrial consultations, negotiations and arbitration; 

7. Calls upon member countries to provide information on arrangements 
for their national industrial workshops, as called for in paragraph 2 above 
to enable the secretariat of the Commission, the Organization of African Unit) 
and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to programme their 
technical support/assistance in response to any request from countries; 

8. Recommends that the closest relationship among appropriate organs 
of government, including those dealing with external relationships, should be 
established at the national. level with a view to ensuring that international 
industrial negotiations and co-operation truly reflect the imperatives of the 
Decade as set out in the proposals for the Decade Programme; 

· 9. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take in collaboration vith t ! 
Secretary:-General. of the Orga.z;tization of African Unity, the Executive Directo; 
o~ the Un1ted Nat1ons Industr1al Development Organization and the Secretary
General of ~he Unite~ Nations C?nferen!;:e on Trade and Development, vigorous s· 
t? ~remote lntra-~ncan tr~d~ lD industrial raw materials ., intermediate ~d 
f1n1shed products 1n recogn1t1on uf the cruc1·al r 1 t · d t • 1 trade 1n f •1 · t · . o e o 1n us . r1a 
acl lta lng the l~plementation, at the national and multinational levels, of 

; programmes and proJects for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

.10• Reque~ts the Executive Secretary, the Executive Director of the Uni 
Nat1ons Industnal Development Organiza ... ion th s t Ge al of the 
Or aniz t · f Afr • . - " • e ecre ary- ner 

~ Afr~ lon ° . lc~n Unlty and the executive heads of other international 
~ 1~80 organlZatlons to adjust their work programmes with a viev to prov 
1.ng gre~ er support to the member countries in their efforts to implement the 
Industr1al Development Decade Progre--e d · • 

......... an , 1n part1cu1ar to: 

• (!._) • Assist member countries in undertaki approprl· ate realignment of 
the1r nat1onal development lan · • ng 
providing guide-lines or P, •8 l n t~e llght of the Decade Programme, by 
assessing natural res~rc::Olz~ng n~tlonal, subregional and regional vorksh~ 
identifying core projects asanrO:~tloO:l capacities and capabilities and. f: 

at the nat ional and/or multl'npt' lded ln paragraph 3 above, that can be 1mpl · 
a 1ona.1 level· , 

(~) Assist Governme,t .. in st • 
capacities and capabiliti;;- in a ren~hen1~g existing, and developing nev, 
above for self-reliant and lf reas ;n<;lud1ng those identified in paragraph 

se -sustalnlng industrialization· 
' 
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11. Urges the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to 
increase, in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 
and the Organization of African Unity on the Decade, the amount of funds allocated 
to the industrial sector in its national and regional programme for Africa. with 
a view to expanding the scope and volume of its assistance in the programming 
and implementation of the Decade programme at the national, subregional and re
gional levels; 

12. Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to make avail
able, in accordance with the relevant resolutions on the Decade, the necessary 
resources required to strengthen the secretariats of the Commission a.nd the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization and thus enable them to play 
their expected roles in assisting member countries to implement the Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa; 

13. Calls uoon the Executive Secretary to report regularly, in consulta
tion with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and the 
Executive Director of the United Rations Industrial Development Organization 
to the meetings of the Commission through the Conference of African Minis~ers 
of Industry on the progress achieved in the implementation of the Industr1al 
Development Decade for Africa. 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982 • 

443 (XVII). Development of industrial and tec~nological manpower 
in the African countries l13i 

~e Conference of Ministers, 

Guided by the Lagos Plan of Action 44/ for t he economic development . 0~ 
Atrica which accords high priority, inter-alia, to the development and utlllza-
tion of African human resources, 1 

Noting the resolution adopted by the African Minist ers Res~nsib1e for 
HUman R Ut'l' t• 45/ at the1r conference h 

1 
. esources Planning, Development and 1 1za 1on -. . tb<'"r things, 

c~~ 10 Monrovia, Liberia, from 5 to 7 October 1981, whlch, ~n~h~ a~celerated 
d s upon African Governments to take a number of measures or 
evelopment o~ African human resources, 

,_,.. · . · f the Conference of Vice-
,__ "'~ln 1nto consideration the recommendat1ons 0 • Le · in 
"lllUlcell · f I t 'tutes of H1gher arnwg 
~- 4 ors, Pres1dents and or Rectors o ns 1 

29 
J ary l98~ which accord 

hi lee, ._1/ held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia , trom 25 to . a.nu wer 
gh Priority to the rapid development of Afr ican tecbnlcal manpo ' ---~/ See chapter III, section 

A/S-11/14, annex I. 

E/ECA/CM.8/3. 

E/ECA/TPCW.3/7. 

44/ -4st --
46/ --

c, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
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Recallin~ resolution 1 (vi) adopted by.the sixth me:ti~g or the Conference 
of African Ministers of Industry 47/ in Add1s Ababa, Eth1op1a , on 25 Nove~ber 
198l,on the formulation and implementation of.a pro~r~e f?r the I~dustr1al 
Development Decade for Africa which accords h1gh pr1or~ty, 1nter al1~, to urgent 
action for the development of industrial and technolog1cal manpower 1n the 
African countries, 

Conscious of the region's chronic shortage of technical manpower not only 
in quantity but also in diversity and skill levels, 

Stron~ly convinced that the successful implementa~ion of the Lagos Plan 
of Action in general, and the programme of the Industr1al Development Decade 
for Africa in particular, depends predominantly on the success achieved by 
the African countries in rapidly developing the right type and quality of 
industrial and technological manpower and in sufficient quantity, 

1. Reiterates the proposals adopted at various meetings · in Africa, 
especially those of the sixth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers 
of Industry relating to the development of industrial and technological manpower 
within the framework of programme for the Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa; 

2. Urges all African countries to accord special priority to industrial 
and technological manpower development; 

3. Urges further all African countries and institutions of higher learning 
to adopt appropriate measures for the promotion of intra-African co-operation 
and to lend their full support to the regional i11stitutions involved with indus
trial and technological manpower development; 

4 •. Calls upon S:l member States to evolve, with the close participation of 
~th pr:vate and publ1c ~ector enterprises, programmes for the development of 
1ndustr1al and technolog1cal manpower, including the provision of adequate facil
ities for in-plant industrial training; 

5. App7als.to the international community, especially the relevant United 
Nations organ1za~1ons, org~ns a~d enti~ies,to intensify and expand their pro~ 
g:ammes of.technlcal ~nd f1nanc1al ass1stance to the African countries, inscltu
tlo~s of h7gher learning an~ appropriate regional institutions in the development 
of 1ndustr1al and technolog1cal manpower in Africa for the implementation of the 
Decade Programme; 

. 6. Reguests the E~e:u~ive Secretary of the Commission, in consultation. 
w1th m7mber S~ates, to 1~1t1ate and operate, in collaboration with the organ1zat 
of Afr1c~n Un1ty, the un:ted Nation~ Industrial Development Organization, the 
Internat1onal Labour Offlce, the Un1ted Nations Educational, Scientific and OU 

47/ E/ECA/CH.8/2. 
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Organiza~ion and other ap~ropria~e organizations, a specific training and 
fellowshlp programme for 1ndustr1al and technological manpower development in 
Africa within the framework of the Industrial Development Decade and to s~bmit 
periodic progress reports to member States and to the Conference of Ministers. 

222nd meeting. 
30 April 1982. 

444 (XVII). Institutional machine for the review and co-ordination 
of' programmes and policies in human resources 8 

The Conference of Ministers, 

ConsiderinQ: the Monrovia Declaration of' Commitment of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity 49/ on guidelines and measures 
for national and collective self-reliance in econ-~c and social development 
for the establishment of a new international economic order, and the importance 
given to human resources development and utilization in that commitment• 

Recalling the Final Act of' Lagos 50/ of April 1980 which, inter alia,called 
for full commitment to the Plan of ActiOn 51/ adopted at the extraordinary ses
sio~ of t.he Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of . 
Afr1can Unity for the implementation of' the Monrovia Strategy for the econom1c 
development of' Africa , 

Conscious of the region's chronic shortages of skilled technical and 
managerial personnel at all levels and the prevailing underemployment and un
emploYment in African States, 

· NotinQ: the ongoing African efforts to develop specialized national! re~ional 
and multinational training and research institutions, mobilize fellowshlps and 
scholarships for training in areas o! critical manpower shortage, and to foster 
Arr· · · t"t t" lean co-operation in the developnent and use of train1ng 1ns 1-u 1ons, 

~ppreciatina the assistance provided by bilateral and multilateral techn~cal 
assistance agencies and donor Governments and organizations in sup~o:t 0~ Afrlcan 
Programmes and institutions for human resources development and utlllzatlon, 

Un. ~earing in mind the activities undertaken by the Organizati~n of M~!~!~:~s 
lty, the International Labour Office and the Conference of Af'rlC&n 1 

bn' a1 
of Soc· a1 . . Arr • as well as the tee lC 
co-o 1 . Affa1rs to develop human resources 1n lea. esources development 
d perahon programme in the areas ot employment and human r . d th 

~ opted by the second Conference of Labour Ministers of non-allgned an ° er 
eveloping countries held at Baghdad in December 198l. 

-----
~I See chapter III. section C, paragraphs 138 to.l55 above. 

~/ Organization of African Unity resolution ABG/ST.3 (XVI)/Rev.l. 

~I A/S-11/14, annex II. 

~/ Ibid.~ an..l'lex I. 
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1. Adopts the report and recommendations of the first meeting of the 
Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Human Resources Planning, nevelop
ment and Utilization; 52/ 

2~ Further adopts as an interim measure the terms of reference established 
for the Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Human Resources Planning, 
Development and utilization as an integral part of the Commission's institution~ 
machinery in programme and policy formulation, evaluation and co-ordination, 
subject to a review in January 1984 of the operational relationship of the ma.chineey 
vis-~is other subsectoral ministerialconference~ dealing with specific aspects 
of human resource problems; 

3. Accepts the following project proposals as a basis for national action 
and technical co-operation in human resources development and utilization: 

(~) The development of manpower and employment planning capability; 

(b) The re-orientation of education to facilitate development and effective 
exploitation of Africa's resource endowment; 

(c) The development of training and employee career planning capacity and 
capab:iTity; 

(£) The development of manpower capability in financial management; and 

(~) Administration and management improvement in Africa; 

4. Ca.lls upon African Governments to: 

(~) Accord high priority to planned development and use of human resources 
a~ an 1ntegra.l part of o!er-all na~ion~ economic and social development plan· 
n1ng, and to set up mach~ery and 1nat1tutional arrangements for co-ordinated 
human :esources and employment planning, within the framevorl~ of the Lagos Plan 
of Act1on; 

(~) Adapt to their_nationa.l situation the project proposals in support 
of human resources pla.nn1ng, development and utilization accepted in paragraph 3 
above; 

(,£) Provide moral political d gu1 • • -ftlr full f t · ' . an re ar f1nanc lal support for, and ~e 
t . u~e Aop _na lonal, reglonal and multinational training and research institu-1ons 1n .~.r1ca; 

(£) Provide material and financ 1·al su d 
Fellowship Programme for Af · . pport for the Expanded Training an 

nca. co-ord1.na.ted by th c · · e OlllmlSSlOn; 

(~) Initiate appropriate national 1 . · . . · the 
return of nualified AP- ' po l.Cles and programmes f'ac1l1.tat1ng 

~ .1.L·1can personnel to th · h . · end 
welcome the project proposal on th t elr ome countr1es, a.nd to t~1s 
Commission secretariat the Int e re urn of talents to Africa and inv~te thhe r 

. ' er-governmental Co •tt f • t · nd ot e agenc1.es to co.lla.borate in initiati mm1 ee or M1gra 1on a . ter'sl 
programmes; ng and Operating related regional and bll6 

~~ E/ECA/CM.B/3. 
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(f) Adopt comp:ehensive national t:a~nin~ policies that adequately provide 
the means and mechan~sm for manpower tra1n1ng ~n both public and private sectors 
on a sustained basis; 

5. Appeals to multinational, bilateral and inter-governmental technical 
co-operation organizations and the specialized agencies /of the United Nations 
system to co-ordinate their efforts with the Economic Commission for Africa in 
assisting African Governments in the development of the region's human resources; 
and to provide financial and material support for the implementation of the 
regional projects in human resources planning, development and utilization, and 
of programmes for the return of talents to Africa; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Organization 
of African un~ ty. to: 

(a) Convene the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Human 
Resources Planning, Development and Utilization in January 1984 and as may there
after be decided to enable it to review the state of Africa's human resources 
and related policies, programmes and priorities, and st udy the operational scope 
of this body and the relations between its activities and those of other regional 
conferences of ministers dealing with specific aspect s of human resources; 

(~) Promote the efrective co-ordination of human resources planning, develop
ment and utilization activities in the region; in this reg~d, t he C~mmissi~n 
should hold full consultations not only with the Organizat~on of Afr1can Un1ty, 
but also with the specialized agencies of the United. Na~ion~ sys!-em and other 
appropriate organizations operating in the region in.th~s f1eld ln .order to 
har~onize policies, consolidate programmes and maxfm1ze the effect1veness of 
the1r services to member States. 

??2nd. meeting, 
30 April 1982 • 

445 (XVII). Science and technologY development in Africa. 2J./ 

The Conference of Ministers. 

th Recalling its resolution 385 (XV) of 12 Apri7 1980 by ;!!~o~~:;e~:e!io!~ent 
e Inter-covernmental Committee of Experts on Sc1ence and 

vas opened to all African States, 

Al . 1 t' n it was decided to 
__ so recallinR that in the aforement1oned reso u - ~~ t f Experts on 

establish working groups of the Inter-gove:nmental . C~~~o~~e~s and issues in 
Sc~ence and Technology Development to exa.m1ne speclflc P 
sclence d an technology, 

tal Committee of Experts 
Takin~ note of the report of the Inter-governmen 

on Science and Technology Development, L_'!!_/ 

- ----
53/ See h · c paragraphs 138 to 155 above. - c apter III, sect1on , 

,2!/ E/ECA/TPCW. 3/3. 
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1 Commends the Inter-governmental Committee on Science and Technology 
Develo;ment for it-s work and for its promp~ establishmer;t of thre: work~ng groups 
on science and technology development, bas1c needs and lndustry, 1nclud1ng energy, 

· and transport and communications respectively; 

2. Endorses the resolutions and recommendations of the Inter-governmental 
Committee of Experts on Science and Technology Development; 

3. Urges, in particular, each member State to: 

(a) Create new and/or strengthen existing central co-ordinating machinery 
for science and technology policy-making and implementation as outlined in 
programme element 1.1 of the science and technology chapter of the Lagos Plan 
of Action; 55/ 

(~) Ensure not only that national programmes are directly related to 
agricultural and industrial production but also that effective links are forged 
between research and development institutions and programmes; producers of' 
equipment, materials and other supplies; and final users, both private and public, 
of the products of' research and development; 

(c) Support measures for financing science and technology activities 
within-the United Nations system especially the United Nations Financing System 
for Science and Technology for Development; 

(~) Ensure that at least ~0 per cent of' the anticipated permanent United 
Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Development is allocated to African 
national,multinational and regional programmes, especially those designed to 
establish and strengthen capabilities for the assessment selection, acquisition 
and exploitation of indigenous and foreign technology and expertise and for the 
development of indigenous technology, and to the indigenous development of man
power resources, equipment, materials and infrastructures f'or science and 
technology; 

3. Invites all member States to participate actively in the work of the ' 
Inter-governmental Committee of Experts on Science and Technology Development and 
to make an effective contribution to its work. 

446 (XVII). Combating desertification in Africa 56/ 

The Conference of Minist~rs, 

222nd meeting. 
30 April 1982, 

Re:allin7 the relevant General Assembly resolutions and in particular 
resolutlon 36 190 of 17 Decem'ber 1981' on the implementation of the United Nations 
Conference on Desertification's Plan of Action to Combat Desertification, 

22/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

2§1 See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
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Further recallin~ its resolution 239 (XI) of 23 February 1973 on the Sahel 
drought, 264 (XII) of 28 February 1975 on solutions to the desertification problems 
in Africa, 332 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 containing Africa's strategy for development 
in the Third United Nations Development Decade and 398 (XV) of 12 April 1980 on 
the control of drought and desertification as priority areas of concern for the 
continent in the Lagos Plan of Action, 57/ and 412 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the 
need to review national environmental protection legislation for improved land 
use planning and for forest conservation and management, whereby the role of mis
management of forests and land use in promoting the desertification process was 
recognized, 

Aware of United Nations Environment Programme Governing Council decision 
9/22 B of 26 May 1981 on the need to intensify desertification control measures 
in the Sudano-Sahelian region and on the seriousness of the desertification process 
for the peoples of the countries affected by it, 58/ 

Taking note of the review report 59/ on the implementation of the Plan of 
Action to combat desertification in Africa, which covers the activities of the 
United Nations system, interested inter-governmental bodies and donor aid countries, 

Reco~izing the effort of the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office for 
its planning and programming assistance to member States for the preparation of 
projects to combat desertification at the national and regional levels and also 
the efforts of that Office to seek financing from bilateral and multilateral 
sources for their implementation, 

Takin~ note that the Inter-agency Working Group on Desertification, under 
the aegis of United Nations Environment Programme, is developing training pro
grammes supported by teaching manuals for the improvement of indigenous manpower 
capabilities of member States to combat desertification, promoting research on 
the courses of desertification for a more effective means of control and also 
carrying out a short-term review (1977-1984) of the progress made so far on the 
implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification, 

Deeply concerned that, inspite of the massive efforts made to :ombat 
desertification and the size of the financial commitments invested 1n programme 
activities desertification in Africa continues to be a serious threat as the 

I • 
deserts encroach on arable land every year at an alarm1ng pace, 

1. Urges member States affected or threatened by desertification, ~.e., 
those in the northern Saharan, Sudano-Sahelian, including the Horn o: ~fr1:a, and 
Kalahari desert regions, to make a concerted effort to combat desert1~1:a~1~n b~ 
establishing a Regional Inter-governmental Committee to Combat Desert1f1cat1on 1n 
~fries with a view to harmonizing policies and activities in this area and promot-
lng the exchange of information; 

211 A/S-11/14, annex I. 
58/ see UNEP/CC.9/15 _ Report of the Governinp; c'ouncil of the United Nations 

~vir~ental Programme on the work of its ninth session,deci~ion 9/22 B, paee 153. 

59/ E/ECA/CM.B/21. .. 
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2 Authorizes the Executive Secretary to assist the member States affected 
by des;rtification in Africa, to set up a Regional Inter-g~vernmental Co~itt~e 
to Combat Desertification in Africa and designates the Envtronment Co-ord1nat1on 
Office as the secretariat of the Committee; 

3. Decides that the main functions ot the Regional Inter-governmental 
Committee to Combat Desertification in Africa will be to: 

(a) Provide a forum for member States to examine successful projects for 
combating desertification with a view to mounting demonstration activities in 
similarly affected client countries; 

(b) Promote co-operation in the training of .local experts and middle-level 
technicians; · 

(c) Facilitate the development of environmental education materials for 
combating desertification from successful research and. field work; and 

(d) Reassess periodically the methodologies, strategies and programmes for 
combating desertification within the context of the recoMme~dations in the Plan 
of Action to Combat Desertification; 60/ 

4. ~ppeals to the relevant United Nations organizations and entities 
(i.e. United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment Progra.mme, 
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, Inter-agency Working Group on . 
Desertification, Conference on Desertification, Food and Agriculture Organizat1on, 
World Meteorological Organization, United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization and World Health Organization) and appropriate inter
governmental organizations such as the Organization of African Unity and the 
Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and non
governmental bodies such as the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and donor ~ountries to support the activities of the Regional Inter- . 
governmental Commtttee to Combat Desertification in Africa as well as to ass1st 
individual member States to develop their national capabilities to combat 
desertification; 

5. Requests the Economic and Social Council to recommend to the General 
~ssembly the establishment of an institutional machinery responsible for combat
lng drought and desertification in the Eastern and southern African subregion. 

222nd meeting. 
30 April 1982. 

601 .s:e R~und-up, Plan of Action and Resolutions , United Nations Conference 
on ~esert1f1cat 1on, recommendations 12 and 13 l 6 to 19 and 20 to 22, United 
Nat1ons, New York , 1978. 1 
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447 (XVII). Women and development: Action to the end of the Decade 61/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Rec~ling the re:ommendations of the second Regional Conference on the 
Inte~rat1on of Women 1n Develo~ment 62/ held in Lusaka tram 3 to 7 December 1979 
and 1ts programmes and strateg1es for 198o-1985 endorsed by Conference of Ministers 
in its resolution 375 (XV) of 12 April 1980 and incorporated in the Lagos Plan 
of Action, 63/ 

Noting its resolution 365 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 instructing the Africa 
Regional Co-ordinating Committee to convene a Regional Conference on Women and 
Development every three years, 

Also recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 35/136 of 
11 December 1980 endorsing the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the 
United Nations Decade for Women and deciding to convene a vorld conference in 
1985 to mark the end of the Decade, 

Having taken cognizance of the reports and recommendations of the third 
meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of 
Women in Development 64/ held in Douala from 15 to 17 March 1982, 

Recalling its resolution 407 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the mobilization of 
financial resources for the implementation of programmes for the integration of 
women in development, 

Commendin~ the efforts that have been made in this respect by African States 
that have made donations to the United Nations Trust Fund for Atrican Development 
for the programme for the integration of women in development, 

Notin~ with satisfaction the continued assistance given by the United Nations ' 
Development Programme to subregional programmes for women under the 1982-1986 
cycle, 

.co~ending the efforts made by the Executive ~ecretary to pro~ide techn~cal 
serv1ces to the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Comm1ttee to enable 1t to cons1der 
some of the critical issues facing African women, and to allocate part of the 
regular budget to the women's programme of the Commission, 

. 1. Decides that the third Regional Conference on the Integration of Women 
ln Development which should cover preparations for the World Conference of_the 
United Nations'Decade for Women at the end of the Decade, will be held in 1984; 
and invites the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee to pro~se the date to 
the ninth meeting of the Conference of Ministers/eighteenth sess1on of the 
Commission· , 

§i/ See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 138 to 155 abo~e. 

~~/ E/CN.l4/744. 

~1/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

~/ E/ECA/CM.B/23. 
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2. Decides that the third Regional Conference should discuss progress 1n 
the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action with special reference in 
particular to the role of women in alleviating the food crisis, refugee and 
displaced women, women's participation in the progr~e of the Industrial 
Development Decade, the legal status of women, women 1n rural areas, out-of
school girls and vocational training, the setting up of national machineries and 
utilization of research; 

3. Calls upon_ member States, subregional committees for women in develop
ment, institutions and women's organizations to take appropriate steps to promote 
studies and action programmes in these fields and to organize the dissemination 
of information on general programmes for women; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to intensity his efforts to study 
the aforementioned topics in depth and organize an information network for the 
dissemination of all information concerning African women; 

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Africa 
Regional Co-ordinating Committee to begin immediately to investigate the 
practical modalities for holding the third Regional Conference and to report 
to the Conference of Ministers at its ninth meeting/eighteenth session of the 
Commission the results of such consultations; 

6. Urges the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
t~ intensity his efforts to provide the North African subregional programme 
W1th resources similar to those made available to the other four subregional 
programmes for women; 

T. Also requests the specialized agencies of the United Nations family 
and other donors to extend more substantial assistance to programmes for the 
integration of women in development; 

a. Further requeRts the Executive Secretary to examine the possibilities 
and the means of accelerating the implementation of the subregional programmes 
through the decentralization of resources. 

448 (XVII). Agin~ in Africa 65/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

. Having consid:red the report of the Regional Inter-governmental Meeting on 
Ag1ng, held at Add1s Ababa, Ethiopi~from 1 to 5 March 1982 66/ 

' --
. .Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/52 of 14 December 1978 on the 

d1sn1ty and worth of the human being and the rights of the aged, 

&2/ See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
66/ E/ECA/CM.B/24. 
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Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3137 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 
on the question of the elderly and the recommendation therein on the need for well 
designed policies and pro~rammes for the aging, 

Conscious of the fact that, in absolute numbers, the aging population in 
most African countries is at the threshold of a substantial increase, 

Observin~ that a number of African States have not yet developed specific 
policies for the aging in their socio-economic planning and that isolated action 
in this area often results in limited and ineffective programmes for the aging, 

Observing fUrther that there is a need for efforts to be made to strengthen 
the traditional extended family with a view to reinforcing its role of ensurin8 
the economic and social security of the aging, 

1. Endorses the report, findings and recommendations of the Regional 
Inter-governmental Meeting on Aging; 

2. Reguests the Executive Secretary: 

(~) To bring to the attention of Governments, individually and collectively, 
the recommendations of the Inter-governmental Meeting on Aging; 

(b) To assist Governments of member States, on request, in the design of 
ple.z.s and programmes concerning the aging; 

(~) To invite multilateral and, where feasible, bilateral aid agencies to 
consider assisting African Governments in developing or strengthening their 
programmes for the aging and the elderly; 

3. Reguests African Governments to review their policies and programmes 
for the aging with a view to implementing the recommendations of the Regional 
Inter-governmental Meeting on Aging; 

4. Urges member Governments to participate in the forthcoming World 
Assembly on Aging to .be held in Vienna, Austria, from 2~ July to 6 Augu~t 1982, 
and to ensure recognition and implementation of the Afr1can Plan of Act1on for 
the Aging and the Elderly. 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982 , 

449 (XVII). Regional programming, operation, restructuring and 
decentralization issues fl/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) ~d 3202 (s-VI) o: 1 May 
1974 containin the Declaration and the Programme of Act1on on the Establ1shmen: 
ot a New Inter~ational Economic Order and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 contaln
ing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

-
§J/ ~ee chapter III, section c, para.grap~s 138 to 155 above. 
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Recalling also General Assembly r~solution 3362 (S-VII) ~f 16 September 1?75, 
bv wh~cfi. lnter alia. the Ad Hoc Comm1ttee on the Restructur1ng of the Econom1c 
a~d Soci~ Sectors of the United Nations System was established for the purpose 
of preparing detailed action proposals with a view to ~nitiating the process of 
restructuring the United Nations system so as to make 1t more fully capable of 
dealing with problems of international economic co-operation and development in 
a comprehensive and effective manner. and to make it more responsive to the 
requirements of the provisions of the Declaration and the Programme of Actioon 
on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order as well as those of 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977, 
33/202 of 29 January 1979 and 34/206 of 19 December 1979 on the restructuring of 
thQ economic md social sectors of the United Nations system, which process was 
affirmed as an integral part of the efforts required to ensure the equitable, 
full and effective participation of the developing countries in the formulation 
and application of all decisions with the United Nations system in the field of 
development and international economic co-operation and which assi~ned specific, 
additional tasks to regional commissions including the task of being the main 
general economic and social development centres for their respective regions, 
providing team leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co-operation 
at the regional level and acting as executing agencies, 

Mindful of the terms of reference of the Economic Commission for Africa 
which state inter alia that the Commission shall participate in measures for 
facilitating concerted action for the economic development of Africa, including 
its social aspects. with a view to raising the level of economic activity and 
levels of living in Africa and shall assist in the formulation and development 
of co-ordinated policies as a basis for practical action in promoting economic 
and technological development in the region, 

M~ndtul in pa:ticular of the importance attached by th~ Commission to 
economlc co:operat1on ~ong member States, particularly at the subregional ~evel, 
and :he var1ous resolut~ons adopted by the Conference, in this re~ard, culmlnat~ 
ing ln the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, 68/ 

_Ha~ing consid:red the Joint Inspection Unit report on the Economic 
Comm1ss1on for Afrlca, regional programming operations restructuring and 
decentralization issues, 69/ ' ' 

1. Welcomes the report, expresses satisfaction with its findings and 
conclusions and fully endorses its recommendations; 

2 • Invites the Economic and Social Council to consider devoting a regular 
a~enda item to United Nations system co-ordination problems and needs at the re
g1onal level; 

3. . calls up~n the Secretary-General to institute arrangements to simplif 
and expedlte technlcal assistance recruitment procedures with a view to decen
tralizing fully recruitment functions to the Commission• , 

68/ A/S-11/14, annexes I and II. 

69/ JIU/REP/82/1. 
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4. Ur~es the Secretary-General to strengthen the status and functions of 
the Regional Commissions Liaison Office at United Nations Headquarters to better 
enable it to carry out its representation responsibilities; · 

5. Appeals to the Secretary-General to provide the necessary regular 
budget resources to ensure that the Multinational Programming and Operational 
Centres are suitably staffed and equip~ed to carry out their basic functions 
inter alia, the over-all direction and management of their pro~ammes; the ' 
organization of annual meetings at both official and ministerial levels; the 
preparation of studies; the collection, synthesis and dissemination of informa
tion, and general research into development questions; 

6. Invites the Director-General for Development and International Economic 
Co-operation to investigate new approaches to regional and subregional programming 
and management of United Nations system intercountry projects, working closely 
with the organizations of the system; 

1. Invites fUrther the Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Co-operation, in consultation with all concerned United Nations organiza
tions, to examine the pro~ess made in decentralization of United Nations activities 
and report thereon to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Economic 
and Social Council with a view to determining what specific authorities, responsi
bilities and resources will be decentralized and the timing of such decentraliza
tion; 

B. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to institute, under the aegis of the 
Commission, regional subject-oriented, high-level inter-a~ency meetings to 
discuss common issue~ aimed at the development of firm guide-lines for co
ordinated action towards the attainment of the objectives of the Lagos Plan of 
Action; 

9. Ur~es the Executive Secretary to undertake the necessary organizational 
and administrative arrangements as recommended by the Ins~ec~ors in t?eir re
commendations 6 7 and 8 in order to ensure that the Comm1ss1on tunct1ons at . ' opt1mum efficiency and effectiveness; 

10. Ur~es the executive secretaries of the regional commissi~ns to i~crease 
their exchanges of staff in order to foster the broader scheme of 1nterre~1onal 
co-opera.t ion· 

' 
11. Reguests organizations within the United Nations system t~ assist 

~frican Governments within the framework of their country programm:ng ~recess . 
ln incorporating the goals and objectives of the Lagos Plan of Actlon.lnto thelr 
sec~oral country programmes and projects, and adapting them to subreg1onal and 
reglcnal priorities; 

12. Invites the Executive Secretary to report progress on the impl~enta
t ion of this resolution thr~ugh the ninth meeting of the Conference . and ~l~ht:e~th 
~ession or the Commission, to the 1983 summer session of the F~onomlc an ocla 
council and to the thirty-eighth session of the General Assembly. 

222nd meeting 
30 April 1982: 
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Financin~ of the Commission's Multinational Programmin5 
and Operational Centres on an established basis 70/ 

The Conference of Ministers~ 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977, 33/202 
of 29 January 1979 and 34/206 of 19 December 1979 on the restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors of the United Nations, 

Recalling also the various resolutions adopted by the Commission and the 
Conference of Ministers over the past two decades which aimed at strengthening 
economic relations among its member States in order to improve the standards 
of living of the African people, 

Recalling in particular resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 which, in 
reaffirming that sectoral and subregional integration constituted the founda
tion for the creation of an African Common Market, established the Multinational 
Programming and Operational Centres, and resolution 418 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 
which addressed itself to their financial plight, 

Conscious of the commitment made by African Heads of State and Government 
towards strengthening existing regional economic communities and establishing 
other economic groupings as enshrined in the Final Act of Lagos, 71/ 

Reaffirming its belief that the Centres, if provided with adequate resourc: 
can serve as a key instrument for the promotion of multinational economic co
operation, 

Keenly aware of the comments made by the Joint Inspection Unit in its 
report on the Economic Commission for Africa as regards the inadequacy of the 
human and financial resources available to the Centres as a result of which 
their very existence is threatened, 72/ 

~avin? considered the draft of the report by the Secretary-General on 
the f1nanc1ng of the Commission's Multinational Programming and Operational 
Centres on an established basis prepared pursuant to paragraph 4 of General 
Assembly resolution 36/178 of 17 December 1981, 73/ 

_ 1. Endorses the · fo11owing recommendations contained in the draft report 
by the Secretary-General: 

70/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

71/ A/S-11/14, annex II. 

72/ JIU/REP/82/1, paras. 83 to 96. 

73/ E/ECA/CM.B/26. 
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~~) T~t in order .to enable . the Centres to continue playing an effective 
role 1n the 1mplementat1on of the1r work pro~rammes which include a substantial 
part of.the traditional activities of the Commission, substantial support would 
be requ1re~ from the regula: budget of the United Nations, end for this purpose, 
13 profess1onal posts and s1x local-level posts, together with ancillary services 
should be provided; ' 

(E) That financial support from the United Nations Development Programme 
must be maintained, and if possible stepped up, but redirected to support equi
tably the operational activities of each of the Centres; 

(£ ) That other possible sources of extra-budgetary support for the Centres, 
in cash as well as in kind, need to be explored further with a view to increasing 
their contribution to the maximum extent possible; 

2. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit these proposals to the thirty
seventh session of the General Assembly through the 1982 summer session of the 
Economic and Social Council in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
36/178 mentioned above; 

3. Recommends to the General Assembly, throu~h the Economic and Social 
Council, that the necessary regular budget resources should be provided to 
ensure the implementation, on a continuing basis, of the basic functions of 
these Centres, inter alia. the over-all direction e.nd management of its programme; 
the preparation of studie~; the collection, synthesis and dissemination of informa
tion; and general research into development question; 

4. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
to provide continuous support to the Centres during the Programme's 19~2-1986 . 
~rogra.nnning cycle by financing operational activities which are from hme to tlme 
ldentified and approved by the Centred le~islative organs; 

5. Invites the African members of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme to take necessary positive steps durins.the June 
1982 session of the Council and at subsequent sessions to ensure the lmplementa-
tion of paragraph 4 above; 

6. Appeals to African Governments concerned to strengthen their support 
to the Centres by enhancing the provisions of host government agreements; 

. 1. Appeals further to all African Governments to ma~e finan7ial 
t lons to the Centres through their contributions to the Un1ted Natlons 
Fund for African Development; 

contribu
Tru:lt 

B. Calls unon the Executive Secretary to intensify h~s efforts to s;cure 
additional financial resources for both operational activitles as.wel~ as lnfra
structural support to the Centres from other United Nations organlzatlons and 
organs as well as from multilateral and bilateral donors; 

. 9. Invites the Executive Secretary to report on progress on the implementa-
t 1 · r th Conference of Ministers and 

.on of this resolution to the ninth meet1ng 0 e 
elghteenth session of the Commission. 

222r .. d :::cctinr.;, 
30 April 1982. 
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451 (XVII). Consolidated biennial report of activities, 1980-1981, and 
a~proved pro~ramme ~f vor~ an~ pr~orities, 1982-1983, of 
re~ional and subre~1onal 1nSt1tut1ons soonsored by the 
Commission, and the buffer fund 74/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Havin~ considered the report and recommendations of the second conference 
of Chief Executives of, Regional and Subregional Institutions sponsored by the 
Commission, 75/ 

Recallin~ its resolution 409 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 which proposed steps 
aimed at strengthening the regional and subregional institutions sponsored by 
the Commission, 

Noting with satisfaction their consolidated biennial report of activities, 
1980-1981, 76/ and their approved programme of work and priorities, 1982-1983 111 
and the fac~that the latter had been prepared in keeping with the objectives 
of the Lagos Plan of Action, 78/ 

Aware of the difficulties being experienced by these institutions as a 
result of the inadequate support extended to them by member Governments as • 
evidenced by low membership and the delays in payment and non-payment of contrl
butions, 

Appreciative of the fact that, in the spirit of self-reliance they have 
established a buffer tund into which they shall make initial contributions, for 
the purpose of providing temporary financial assistance to their members which 
are facing financial difficulties and that the operation of such a fund would 
strengthen them and thereby promote the provision or greater support for them by 
African Governments, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Governing Councils or corresponding 
or~an~ ~f these i~st~tut~ons.for ensuring that the programmes of work and • 
pr1or1t1es of the1r 1nst1tut1ons are consistent with the Lagos Plan of Act1on~ 

2. Notes with satisfaction the establishment of the Buffer Fund in the 
spirit of collective self-reliance; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to submit to it regularlY 
a cons~li~:ed biennial :epo:t of activities and the approved work programmes 
and pr10r1t1es of these 1nst1tutions• • 

~/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 
75/ E/ECA/CM.B/4. 

76/ E/ECA/TPCW.3/9. 

77/ E/ECA/TPCW.3/8. 

78/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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4. Further requests the Executive Secretary to continue to co-ordinate 
the activities ~f these institutions and submit to it regular reports thereon 
and to publish reports on the institutions indicating the advantages that had' 
accrued to member States; 

5. A~peals again to member States which have not already joined such 
institutions to take all possible measures to do so as soon as possible and 
those in arrears to pay, as a matter of urgency, their current and past contribu
tions due and to ensure that appropriate provisions are made in their national 
budgets to cover financial support to these institutions; 

6. Ap-peals to all African Governments and institutions to make pledges 
durin~ the fourth and subsequent Pledging Conferences of African Plenipotentiaries 
and Institutions for the purpose of augmenting the Buffer Fund. 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

452 (XVII}. The United Nations Development Programme's Re~ional Pro ramme 
for Africa for the period 1982-19 ·79 

The Conference of Ministers , 

Recallin~ General Assembly resolution 341206 of 19 December 1979 concerning 
t he restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system, 
which introduced the notion of collective involvement of the countries of each 
region in the identification of regional programme priorities, 

Conscious of the commitment made by the Assembly of Heads of Stat~ and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its second extraord1nary . 
session held in Lagos in April 1980 by the adoptio~ of the Lag~s ~lan of Act1on 
and the Final Act of Lagos, BOI aimed at the pursu1t of econom1c 1ndependence 
through co-operation and collective self-reliance, 

Recalling its resolution 376 {XV} of 12 April 1980 by which it endorsed 
the strategy and priority areas of the United Nations Development Programme 
Regional Programme for Africa for the period 1982-1986, 

Havins examined the notes as well as the document on the United Nations 
Development Programme's Regional Programme for Africa for the period 1982-1986, 811 

1. Endorses the document on the United Nations Development Programme's 
Regional Programme for Africa for the period 1982-1986, 

~I See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

~ AIS-11114, annexes I and II. 

~~ EIECA/CM.8/18 and Add.l. 
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2, Expresses its gratitude to the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme for the Programme's continuing financial support to 
regional co-operation activities in Africa in the spirit of the Lagos Plan of 
Action and the Final Act of Lagos; 

3. Appeals to the United Nations Development Programme to release at the 
earliest possible opportunity the unprogrammed portion of the regional indicative 
planning figure in order adequately to meet the urgent needs of the region; 

4. Further appeals to the TJnited Nations Development Programme to continue 
to provide financing for all the Multinational Programming and Operational 
Centres, including the Centre for North Africa, during the 1982-1986 programming 
cycle, in addition to the resources soon to be made available from the United 
Nations regular budget and to provide special assistance to the Preferential Trade 
Area for Eastern and Southern Africa; 

5. Requests the United Nations Development Programme to keep African 
Governments regularly informed of the implementation of the ReRional Programmes 
covering the entire African continent, and in particular to present to the 
Conference of Ministers of the Commission progress reports at mid-term and at 
the end of the 1982-1986 programming cycle. 

222nd meeting~ 
30 April 19~2, 

453 (XVII). United Nations Turst Fund for African Development 82/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

.Hav~ng :xamined the progress report on pledges and payments by member States 
and lnstltutlons and on project implementation and expenditure for the period 
1977-1981, 83/ 

Appreciati~e.or the increasing number of member States contributing to th~ 
Fund and recognl~ln~.the efforts made by the secretariat to ensure the collectlon 
of pledged contr1but1ons 

I 

Consciou~ of the i~creasingly important role that the Fund is likely to 
havlef tol~lay ln the deslgn and implementation of projects intended to promote 
se -re 1ance and self-sustainment , 

Fund!~ doA~~~als to member States vhich have not already participated in the 

82/ See chapter III, section C, para~raphs 138 to 155 above. 

83/ E/ECA/CN.8/5. 
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~· _Calls upon member S~ates.to make prompt payment of their unpaid 
contr~but1ons as soon as poss1ble 1n order to ensure without further del 
h • pl t t. r . . ' ay, t e 1m emen a 1on o the pr1or~ty projects approved by the Commission; 

3. Appeals further to all member States, African financial institutions 
and non-African Governments and institutions to pledge generously to the Fund 
at the fourth Pledging Conference in 1983. 

.222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

454 (XVII). Ex sian of the conference facilities of the Commission 
at Addis Ababa 

The Conference of Uinisters, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2616 (XXIV) of 17 December 1969 and 
2745 (XXV) of 17 December 1970 which recognized the inadequacy of the conference 
facilities at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa and the 
responsibility of States Members of the United Nations for the solution of that 
problem, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/65 of 24 July 1981 
on the expansion of the conference facilities of the Economic Commission for 
Africa, 

Further recallin~ General Assembly resolution 36/176 of 17 December 1981 
re~uesting the Secretary-General to undertake a study on the inadequacy of the 
ex1sting conference facilities, 

Recallin~ further that the land and the buildings that accommodate the 
headquarters of the Commission were donated in 1961 to the United Nations by 
the Government of Ethiopia, 

Aware that, since then, the United Nations has built additional units to 
meet the growing requirements for office and related space but that the con
ference facilities have yet to be constructed, 

Recognizing the need for adequate conference fa:ilities at t~e headqua:ters 
of the Economic Commission for Africa to service reg1onal, subreg1onal and lnter
regional conferences symposiums and seminars for the increasing number of 
participants from th; enlarged membership of the Commission as well as participants 
from other re~ions and United Nations Bodies, 

. Conscious of the heavy responsibilities entrusted to the.co~ission in the 
lmplementation of the Lagos Plan of Action 85/ and the co-ord1nat1on of develop
ment policies and activities in the African region, 

84/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 above. 

~/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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A~~reciating the report of the ·Executive Secretary 86/ in which the in
adequacy of the existing conference facilities was established, 

Aware of the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit 87/ adopted by 
the General Assembly, 

Notin~ with appreciation the generous o~fer by the Government of Ethiopia 
of a suitable plot of land for the construction of additional conference 
facilities, 

1. Expresses its ~atitude to the Government of Ethiopia for its expressic 
of intent to grant the plot of land required for the construction of the con
ference buildin~; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to arrange for an en~ineering and 
architectural desi~ study to be made of the new conference facilities and 
allied services required, and for cost estimates to be prepared based on that 
study; 

3. Further re~1ests the Executive Secretary to submit the findin~s of 
that study, through the Secretary-General, to the Economic and Social Council 
at its second re~lar session in 1982i 

4. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council should take all 
necessary measures to ensure that the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh 
session ap~roves the project and makes the ncessary provision so that construc
tion work can begin in 1983. 

222nd meet ins,, 
30 April 1982 ~ 

455 (XVII). Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the Econo~ic Commission 
for Africa 88/ 

...;;Th=e_C.;;..o;;.:n:.:..:f:..:e;:r~e:.;:n::::c~e~o!.f....;M~l~· n:!.:i:..:;s~t:,::e::.r.2.s "' 

Recalling the historic General Assembly resolution 1155 (XII) of 26 November 
1957, which recommended that the Economic and Social Council should establish an 
Economic Commission for Africa • 

29 A R7~~;Bg ru:ther Econ~mic and Social Council resolution 671A (XXV) of 
pr1 

. • whlch establ1shed the Economic Commission for Africa, 

Proclaiming the year 1983 as the Silver Jubilee . stablish 
ment of the Commission, Ann1versary of the e 

86/ E/ECA/CM.B/27. 

87/ E/ECA/CM.8/9. 

88/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 138 to 155 anal57 above. 
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Noting wi~h immense ~atisfacti~n that, during the Commission's epoch-making 
2~ years of ex~~ten:e, vh1ch have V1tnessed the near total political emancipa
t1on of the reg~on 1t has been accepted as a truly African institution dedicated 
to the task of promoting collective self-reliance in the economic and social 
development of Africa and the liberation of the continent from the shackles of 
the economic dependence inherited from the colonial period, 

Determiped, therefore, to commemorate the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of 
the Commission with most fitting celebrations in the member States and by the 
Commission itself, its secretariat and the regional and subregional institutions 
sponsored by the Commission, 

Bearing in mind paragraph 20 of the Commission's terms of reference, which 
provides that the Commission shall at each session decide on the place where 
its next session should be held, due consideration being given to the principle 
that the Commission should meet at its headquarters or in different countries 
of Africa, 

1. Decides to hold the Silver Jubilee Anniversary session of the Commission 
(eighteenth session of the Commission and ninth meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers) at the headquarters of the Commission, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, during 
the month of April 1983• 

2. Calls upon member States to support, organize and promote events in 
commemoration of the Silver Jubilee Anniversary, such as: 

(~) The issue of commemorative postage stamps and appropriate souvenirs• 

(~) The organization by national committees on the United Nations or 
other suitable bodies of celebrations, in collaboration with offices of the 
United Nations Development Programme and with the offices of the ~tina~i?nal. 
Programming and Operational Centres, where they exist, and appropr1ate m1n1str1es 
of Governments· • 

(c) Participation in exhibitions, film festivals an~ o~her social and 
cultural events organized at the headquarters of the Comm1ss1on; 

(~) Donation of trophies or other suitable prizes for competitions organized 
in commemoration of the Silver Jubilee Anniversary; 

3. Appeals to the Government of Ethiopia which, since the establishment 
of the Commission has amply demonstrated its dedication to and support for 
the Commission in

1
diverse, practical and generous ways, to t~e all steps n:ce~sary 

to ensure that the Silver Jubilee Anniversary is celebrated ln a manner beflttln~ 
t he importance of the occasion; 

4. 
with the 
Purpose; 

Requests the Government of Ethiopia to establish, i~ collaborat~on 
s-e-c~r~e~t~a~r~iat~ a Joint Silver Jubilee Anniversary Commlttee for thls 
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5. Requests the Executive Secretary to undertake! a~ a m~tther o~ urgency, 
consultations as appropriate with the Government of Eth~op1a, w1t a v~ew to 
implementing this resolution and exploring what ~rther measures c~n be taken 
to enhance the grandeur of the Silver Jubilee Ann1versary celebrat~ons. 

456 (XVII). 

222nd meetin~, 
30 April 1982. 

Implementation. follow-up and monitorin5 of the 
Substantial New Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries 89/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the principles and guide-lines of the Lagos Plan of Action 90/ 
concerning the development of African countries and the least developed ones 
in particular, 

Recalling resolution 353 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on the least dev:loped, 
land-locked, island and most seriously affected countries and resolut1on 
397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 on the role of the Economic Commission for Africa 
in the development process of the African least developed countries, 

Takin~ note of the report of the United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries 91/ held in Paris from 1 to 14 September 1981 and of the 
provisions of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the 
Least Developed Countries which was adopted by that Conference, 

Recalling resolution CM/886 (XXXVII) adopted at the thirty-seventh ordinary 
session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity and 
endorsed at the eighteenth meeting of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government which called for the effective monitoring of the implementation of 
the Substantial New Programme of Action, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 36/194 of 17 December 1981 on the 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 

Noting once.again that the economic performance of the African least . 
developed countr1es over the past two years demonstrates the necessity of tak~ng 
m:asures to of~set the impact of the unfavourable international economic situa
t~on on the pr~ces of these countries' exports and on resource flows available 
to them, 

89/ See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 131 to 135 above. 
90/ A/S-11/14, annex r. 
91/ A/CONF.l04/22 and Add.l, part one, section A. 
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. 1, .Expresses its deep.appreciation to His Exce1l;ncy the Hon. Daniel Arap 
Mol, ~es1den: of the ~epubl1c of Kenya and current Chauman of the Organization 
of Afr1can Un1 ty; to HJ.s Excellency, the Han. Aristides Pereira President of the 
Republic of Cape Verde; and to His Excellency, Major General Ju;enal Habyarimana 
President of the Rvandese Republic, for their distinguished and valuable contrib~
tions to the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries held in 
Paris in September 1981 by highlighting the social and economic problems of African 
least developed countries, sensitizing the international community to the immense 
resource requirements of African countries, particularly the least developed ones, 
and expressing the need for international commitments for increased resource flovs 
to African least developed countries to enable them to implement their various 
development progrrunmes; 

2. Stresses the pressing necessity to take practical steps to ensure the 
successful implementation of the Substantial Nev Programme of Action on behalf 
or African least developed countries; 

3. Calls upan African least developed countriEs vhicb have not yet done so, 
to take immediate steps to establish a mechanism for the implementation, follow
up and monitoring of the Programme at the national level in accordance with 
paragraphs 110 to 116 of the Programme; 

4, Recommends that, in order to facilitate the follov-up and monitoring 
of the Programme at the regional level and for purposes of information, each 
African least developP.d country should submit to the annual Conference of 
Ministers of African least Developed Countries a progress report on the ~plementa
tion of the Programme at the national level; 

5. Recommends that in viev of the mandate given to the Economic Commission 
for Africa as the agency ;esponsible for the co-ordination of over-all devel~pment 
activities in the African region, 92/ the Commission should be c~ose~y assoc~ated 
vith the lead agencies in the substantive preparations and organ~zat1on of ald 
consultative groups (review meetings, round table~) that each least developed 
country is called upon to convene in accordance v1th paragraphs 110 to 116 of the 
Programme; 

6. Requests the United Nations and the specialized agencies in their 
sures to assist the 

res~ective fields of competence to take a~l necessa~ mea Substantial Nev 
Afr1can least developed countries in the ~plementat1on of the 
Programme of Action; 

1. ReQuests United Nations bodies and organs, the O:ganizati~n 
Unity and other inter-governmental organizations to co-ordJ.nate th;lr 
the regional level so as to provide African least developed countrJ.es 
efficient assistance in the implementation of the Programme; 

2£/ See General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977. 

of African 
efforts at 
with 

-
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8 Appeals to the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 

t ·.d 8 urces over and above those earmarked for Governments to enable the o prov1 e re o . . • • t t h • 1 
Executive Secretary to carry out his responsib!l1t1es 1n respec of ~ 1m~ ementa-
tion, follow-up and monitoring of the Substant1al New Programme of Act1on 1n the 
African region. 

457 (XVII). 

222nd meetin.Q:_ 
30 April 1982: 

l'mnlementation of the Substantial New Pro"amme 
of Action within the framework of national and 
collective self-reliance 93/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Bearin~ in mind the guiding principles and objectives of the Lagos Plan 
of Action~ 94/ 

Considerin~ that the development of African least developed countries will 
result first of all from the internal transformation of their economies and 
from the corresponding actions ~o be taken as far as investment, entrepreneurial 
resources, skilled manpower and institutions are concerned, 

1. Calls upon African least developed countries to: 

(a) Initiate action in the light of the guide-lines defined in the Lagos 
Plan .of Action aimed at identifying national investment opportunities; 

(~) Take necessary action to reorient their investment patterns so as 
to maximize the use of indigenous production factors and inputs and to promote 
the greater integration of their economies, the development of indigenous 
capabilities in research and development and the development of markets at the 
national, subregional and regional levels; 

2. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to undertake, upon request by 
Governments, studies which will assist African least developed countries in 
form~ating plans and programmes on the basis of appropriate planning method
ologles; 

3. Calls upon the international community to review and implement assistan
1
ce 

and ~id ~rogr~es in conformity with the Substantial New Programme of Action 22 
and 1n hne w1th the Lagos Plan of Action in terms of the needs resources and 
potentialities of African least developed

1

countries individually
1
and within the 

framework of co-operation arrangements; 

93/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 131 to 135 above. 
94/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

9~/ A/CONF.l04/22 and Add.l, part one, section A. 
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4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development to assist African least developed countries in evaluating 
their potentialities so as to ensure that they derive maximum benefits from 
trade arrangements within the framework of collective self-reliance among develop
ing countries as well as from exports to developed countries; 

5. Further requests the organizations and specialized agencies of the 
United Nations to provide assistance in their respective areas of competence to 
African least developed countries in the implementation of the Substantial New 
Programme of Action and the Lagos Plan of Action; 

6. Calls upon both land-locked least developed countries and coastal 
African States to intensify their common efforts to develop transport and com
munication infrastructures within the framework of the United Nations Transport 
and Communications Decade in Africa; 

1. Urges coastal African States to ensure more transit facilities to 
land-locked least developed countries; 

8. Invites the Executive Secretary, in coilaboration with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity and relevant United Nations agencies, 
to assist island and continental African States in identifYing ways of exploitinR 
the resources of adjacent sea~. 

222nd meeting! 
30 April 1982. 

458 (XVIl). Financing of programmes for the lP-~st developed countries 96/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Considering that the Governing Council of the United Nation~ Development 
Programme gives highest priority in allocat i ng its resources dur1ng the 1982-
1986 period to the least developed countries, 

Considering that the Administrat or of the United Nat~o~s Develo~:nthad 
Programme, because of the inadequacy of the resources ~ob~l1z7d to da . • . 
authorized the programming of only 80 pl?r cent of the lndl.cat1ve plannlng f1gure 
for that period, 

• • • ... • hv the Administrator of the Notlnp: w1.th deeo concern that th1s ac .. 1on -., . 20 t 
UnitedNations Devel~pment Programme has the effect of decreasl.ng by per ceo 
th . th financing of the country programmes 

e amount of the resources ava1lable for . e • · ntr to the recommenda-
0~ the least developed countries during thlS perlodd ~0 t~s 97/ that int er
tlo~s or the.Paris Conference on th: Least Developebst~ially increased, 
natlonal ass1stance to those countr1es should be su 

--- . ~I See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 131 to 135 above. 

21/ A/CONF.l04/22 and Add.l. 
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Notin~ also that there is a Special Measures Fund for the least developed 
countries financed by voluntary contributions and administered by the United 
Nations Development Programme, but to which only a small number of countries are 
currently contributing, 

1. Solemnly_ appeals to the international community to provide the 
United Nations Development Programme with the resources that will enable it 
to achieve the financial objectives of the 1982-1986 programming cycle; 

2. Ur~ently requests member States, particularly the most developed 
countries, to contribute generously to the financing of the Special Measures 
Fund for the least developed countries; 

3. Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to bring the present 
resolution to the attention of all States members of the United Nations and to 
take all the measures necessary for its implementation. 

222nd meeting, 
30 April 1982. 

459 (XVII). Vote of thanks to the Leader of the El Fatah Revolution 
and to the coura~eous and militant people of the Socialist 
People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 98/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Deeply grateful to H.E. Colonel Muammar Al Gadhafi Leader of the Great 
and Glorious E1 Fatah Revolution of the Socialist Peopl;'s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
and t~ ~he courage~us and militant people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab 
Jamah1r1ya for thelr warm and fraternal reception and for their most generous 
hospitality in providing the Economic Commission for Africa with the superb 
facilities and the various kinds of services which enabled it to hold with 
remarkable efficiency, within the last two weeks four major meetings in Tripoli, 
namely: 

(~) The second meeting of the Inter-governmental Committee of Experts of 
African Least Developed Countries; 

(£) The third meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole; 

(~) The second meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Le~s\ 
Developed Countries and, finally, 

(~) The eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, 

98/ See chapter III, section C~ paragraphs 159 and 160 above. 
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Conscious of the fact that the superb facilities and the diverse and ·-. . man1 
fold services afforded. by the so:~allst Pe~ple~s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for 
holding the above-ment~oned meetlngs at Tnpoll have provided a momentous 
opportunity to the legislative oreans of the Commission to consider various 
aspects of the economic and social conditions of Africa and to propose measures 
for accelerating the harmonious socio-economic development of the continent , 

Noting vi th deep appreciation the eloquent and inspiring address of H.E. 
Major Abdelsalem Ahmed Jalloud, particularly his full awareness and judicious 
analysis of the economic and social problems which retard the accelerated 
development and rconomic ~rovth of African countries and the achievement of the 
goals and objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action, 

1. Expresses its deep gratitude to H.E. Colonel ~fua.mma.r Al Gadhafi, 
Leader of the Grellt nnd Glorious El Fata.h Revolution as vell as to the valiant 
and militant people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for their 
warm and fraternal hospitality and for the physical and all other facilities 
generously provi dcd for the meetings and their participants; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Africa to tran sr.i t the present resolution to the Leader of the Great and Glorious 
n Fatah Revolution, a worthy son of Africa's struggle. 

222nd meetinp:, 
30 April 1982. 
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ANNEX I 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE 
SEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND THE EIGHTH MEETING OF 

THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 

1. Draft resolution B - Conference of Ministers resolution 
4Jl ( ~VII): Demograohic data collection and ~nalysis 

In taking note of the report of the second session of the 
Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demo
graphers and noting, in particular, the decreasing shares of 
assistance being made available by the United ~ations Fund for 
Population Activities and other multilateral donor agencies, as 
~1ell as all bilateral donors , to States members of the Commission 
and to the Commission itself for demographic data collection, 
processing, evaluation, analysis and dissemination, the Commission 
drew the attention of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities to the priority which African nations accord to 
demographic data collection and analysis within their over-all 
population programmes and appealed to the General Assembly to 
allocate the necessary infrastructure posts to the Economic 
Commission for Africa to enable it to meet its increased responsi
bilities in the field of population. 

Since the Executive Director of UNFPA has informed the 
Executive Secretary that infrastructure support to the Commission 
will be discontinued, as soon as possible, taking due account 
of the ability to absorb the posts UNFPA has been funding, the 
following are the financial requirements for funding three pro
fessional and two general service posts from the regular budget in 
1983 in line with the Co~mission's appeal to the General Assembly. 
The professional posts concerned are that of the Director of 
Division (D-1), Chief, Planning and Policies Section (P-5) and 
Chief, Fertility and Mortality studies (P-5). 

United States dollars 

Established posts ( 1 D-1, 2 P-5) 174,600 

87,400 

10,000 

5,000 

277,000 

Cammon staff costs 

Travel 

Supplies and materials 

Total ··=-=:a• 
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2. Conference of Ministers resolution 435 United Nations 
ransport an ommunications Decade in Africa 

In reviewing the progress m~de so far in the implementation 
of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa, the Conference recalled its decisions of April 1981 to 
organize four consultative technical meetings and noted with 
satisfaction that three of the four meetings had been held, with 
the fourth to take place from 3 to 5 May 1982 in Abidjan, the 
Ivory Coast. In recognizing, however , that none of these con-
sultative technical meetings covers the countries of North and 
East Africa as well as the island countries of the India~ Ocean, 
the Conference has accordingly recommended that a fifth 
consultative technical meeting be organized during the second half 
of 1983 on roads, maritime transport and ports for those regions 
and has called upon the Secretary-General to provide the Commission 
with the necessary resources to finance this meeting. The 
financial implications for the holding of this meeting in 1933 
are: 

Preparation of documents (including 
translation and reproduction) 

Preparation of the meeting 

In-session costs (interpretation, 
travel ·of staf~ etc.) 

Total 

United States dollars 

54,500 

63,000 

67,000 

184,500 --------------
3. Conference of Ministers resolution 442 (XVII). Formulation 

and implementatio~ of a prosramme for the Industrial Development 
Decade in Africa 

This resolution, inter alia, requests the Secretary-General 
to make available, in accordance with the relevant resolutions onwe 
Decade, the resources required to strengthen the secretariats of 
the Commission and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization to enable them to play their expected roles in 
assisting member countries to implement the Decade Programme. 
An assessment of ECA's requirements reveals 8 need for staff 
increases of at least three professional and two general service 
posts. Furthermore, regular budget allocations of at least 
$US 100,000 would be needed to cover travel costs; $US 200,000 for 
consultants. The total financial implications are provided below: 
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United States dollars 

Established posts (1 P-5, 1 P-4, 
1 P-3 and 2 general service posts) 147,800 

Common staff costs 

Consultants 

Travel 

Meetings 

Total 

74,000 

200,000 

100,000 

200.000 

!~!.l~Q2 

4. Draft resolution E - Conference of Ministers resolution 
45(1 (XVIl}: Financing of the Cocmission' s lfultinational Programming_ . 
and Operational Centres on an established basis 

In the light of the UNDP/ECA evaluation missions to the 
MULPOCs south of the Sahara which concluded that, within the 
limits of their meagre · resources, the MULPOCs were laying the 
foundations for subregional integration and enjoyed the full 
support of the Governments they ser~ed, and that their operational 
effectiveness was hampered by th~ inadequacy and uncertainty of 
resources, this resolution recaGmends to the General Assembly 
through the Economic and Socia~ Council that the necessary 
regular budget resources should be provided to ensure the 
implementation, on a continuing basis, of the basic functions of 
the MULPOCs, inter alia, the over-all direction and management of 
their programmes; the organization of annual meetings at both 
official and ministerial levels; the preparation of studies; the 
collection, synthesis and dissemination of information, and 
general research into development questions. A similar appeal was 
made in connexion with item 15 of the Conference's agenda on the 
report of the Joint Inspection Unit of the Commission which also 
concluded, among other things, that the totality of resources 
available to the MULPOCs were insufficient for those centres to 
carry out effectively the tasks entrusted to them by African 
Governments. The financial implications of resolution 450 (XVII) 
(and its companion resolution 449 (XVII) for 1983 are estimated at: 

Established posts 

Temporary assistance 

Common staff costs 

Travel of staff to meetings 

Other official travel of staff 

Communications 

United States dollars 

663,600 

95,500 

332,100 

44,500 

60,500 

36,500 



Miscellaneous services 

Supplies and materials 

Furniture and equipment 

Total 
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United States dollars 

31,000 

46,500 

40,000 

1,350,200 ------------------
The provision for established posts($US 663,600) would be 

intended to finance the following posts: 

D-1 

Lusaka 1 

Gisenyi 1 

Niamey 1 

Yaounde 1 

4 

P-5 

1 

1 

2 

P-4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

P-3 Local level Total 

1 2 6 

1 3 

1 2 6 

1 1 4 

3 6 19 

5. Resolution 447 ~VII). Women and development: Action to the 

end of the Decade 

This resolution, inter alia, endorses the recommendations 
made by ARCC at its meeting in Douala from 15 to 17 March 198~ 
that the third Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in 
Development should be held in 1984. The resolution gives guide
lines on the subjects the C•nference should discuss, such as the 
role of women in the food crisis, and the plight of refugee and 
displaced women. The Conference is also to cover the preparation 
for the World Conference on the United Nations Decade for Women 
scheduled to be held in Nairobi in 1985. 

The resolution calls upon member States, and especially 
subregional committees, on the integration of women, to take 
appropriate steps to promote studies and action programmes on 
these subjects and actively to disseminate information on programmes 
for women. It requests the Executive Secretary to intensify his 
efforts to study these topics in depth and disseminate all data 
available on women in Africa. 

The financial implications of EcA•s role during 1983 are 
elaborated hereunder: 
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United States dollars 

Established posts (1 P-3 and 
1 general service post) 

Common staff costs 

Travel 

Preparatory activities for the holding 
of the Third Regional Conference 
including consultations with 
inter-governmental authorities 

Total 

23,300 

11,700 

5,000 

30,000 

r2!.~.QQ ------
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ANNEX II 

MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD DURING 
THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW 

Body and officers Meeting or session 

Conference of African Ministers gf Tr,.rle - Addis Ababa 
Seventh session 1-3 February 1982 

Chairman: Etienne Moussirous (Gabon) 
Rapporteur: Alire-omara (Uganda) 

Ministerial Follow-up Committee on Trade 
and Finance for African Development -
Second meeting 

Chairman: \Tallie Chekol (Ethiopia) 
Rapporteur: Daka (Zambia) 

Conference of African Ministers of 
Industry - Sixth session 

Chairman: Ilunga Ilunk.ambl (Zaire) 
Rapporteur: Keith K. Diako (Botswana) 

Inter-~overnmental Committee of Experts 
for Science and Technology Development 

Chairman: J. Omuse (Kenya) 
Rapporteur: P. Massamba (the Congo) 

Joint Conference of African Planners, 
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ANNEX III 

LIST OF DOCUl-!ENTS 

Provisional ~~enda 

Report or the sixth Conference of African Ministers or 
Industry 

Proceedin~s or the Conference of Hinisters 'Responsible 
ror Hul".an Pesources plannin~. development and utilization 

Report and recommendations of the sec~nd Conference o! 
Chief r-..xeeutives or ECA-sponsored 11e~1onal and Su breglonal 
Institutions 

Oututandinr. contribution of African r~vernments to ECA
sponaored institutions 

United Trust Fund for African Development - Prop,ress 
report on pledges and payments by member States and 
inotitutiona, project implementation and expenditure, 
1917-1981 

Pan-African Documentation and Information System: 
Pro~ess report 

United Nations Transport and Communications Decl1de in 
Africa (1978-1988): Report on activities in the 
context of the implementation or the Decade and on the 
~tatus of the first phase or the Programme of Action 
(198~1983) 

Unite-d Nations Transnort and Communications Decade in 
Africa (1978-1988): -Consultative technical meetings tor 
mobilizing the financin~ needed in the implementation of 
the Decade projects 

United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa (1978-1988): Report on activities in the context 
or the i~plementation or the Decade with special reference 
to the African satellite communication system and rural 
tel~c~ications projects or the first phase of the 
Progr~e of Action (1980-1983) · 

Res~lutiD?s and.decisions adopted by the General Assembly 
at 1ts th1rty-s1xth session vhich are of concern to the 
Co:'1:2ission 

Report of the Joint Inspection Unit of the Commission 



E/ECA/CM.8/10 

E/ECA/CM.B/11 and 
Add.l 

E/ECA/CM.B/12 

E/ECA/CH.B/13 

E/ECA/CM.B/14 and 
Add.l 

E/ECA/CM.B/15 

E/ECA/CM.8/16 

E/ECA/CM.B/17 

E/ECA/CM.8/18 and 
Add.1 

E/ECA/CM.B/19 

E/ECA/CM.B/20 

E/ECA/C~1.8/21 

E/ECA/CM.8/22 and 
Corr.l 

E/ECA/CM.8/23 

E/ECA/Cm.0/24 

E/ECA/CM.8/25 
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Report.of the first meeting of the Conference of Ministers 
of Afr1can Least Developed Countries 

Report on the re~ionalization of the regional training 
centres for po~ulation studies in Africa (Regional 
Institute for Population Studies, RIPS, Accra, Ghana, 
and Institut de formation et de recherche demo~aphiques 
!FORD, Yaounde, Un1ted Republic of Cameroon , 

Implementation of the Re~ional Food Plan for Africa: 
Progreos, problems and prospects 

Report of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade 
on its seventh session 

Follow-up action on Commission resolutions and decisions 

A review of the developing international crisis and 
its i~~lications for Africa 

Accelerated development in sub-Saharan Africa: An 
assessment by the OAU, ECA and ADB secretariats 

Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 
19B0-19Bl 

UNDP Regional Programme for Africa: 19R2-1986 

Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the Economic Commission 
ror Arr1ca, April 19~3 

Development of national resources: Prop;ress report 

Combatinp, desertification in Africa 

Re · rt of the second session of the Joint Conference of 
A~can Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 

Report on the third meeting of the Afric~ Re~ional 
Co-ordinating Committee for the Integrat1on of Women 
in Development, Douala, 15-17 March 1982 

neport of the Regional Inter-governmental Meetinp, on 
Aging, 1-5 t~ch 1982 

f th ECA/UNDP evaluation missions on the 
Reports o e • 1 c t • ·· . t. al Proaramming and Operat 10na en res. Mult1na 10n ~ 

A synthesis 
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E/ECA/CM..8/31 

- 116-

Financinro of the ECA Multinational ProP.ram.min(7 and 
Oneratio~al Centres on an established basis ' 

Expansion of ECA conference facilities 

Reoort of the second meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers of African Least Developed Countries 

Prelimin:try review of the work related to the formula
tion of a code of conduct for transnational corporations 

Conference of directors of social science institutes 
and policy ~akers on the Third United Nations Development 
Decade, the Monrovia Strategy and the La~os Plan of Action, 
Addis Ababa, 1-4 March 1982 

Report of the Technical Preparatory CoJ'Ill'll.ittee of the 
Whole on its third neetin,~ 
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