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INTRODUCTION 

1. The present annual report of the Economic Commission for Africa covers 
the period from 13 April 1980 to 10 April 1981. It has been prepared in 
accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of reference. 

CHAPTER I: ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

2. At its two hundred and seventeenth meeting held on 10 April 1981, the 
Conference of Ministers of the Commission unanimously approved the follow
ing draft resolution for submission to the Economic and Social Council for 
action: 

A. New and renewable sources of energy !/ /Resolution 425 (XVI)/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Having considered the report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting on 
New and Renewable Sources of Energy in Africa 2/ held at Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, from 12 to 16 January 1981, -

Recalling Economic Commission for Africa resolution 113 (VI) of 2 March 
1964 on the utilization of solar energy in Africa, resolution 265 (XII) of 
the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa of 
23 February 1975 in which it was recommended that the Executive Secretary 
should undertake any action needed to ensure that use was made of the 
results of solar energy research to benefit the development of African 
countries and he was requested to provide maximum possible assistance to 
any African country or group of countries which had undertaken Solar energy 
research, experimentation or exploitation, 

Recalling also the recommendations made by the second African Meeting 
on Energy 3/ held at Accra from 8 to 19 November 1976 concerning the develop
ment and utilization of non-conventional sources and new energies, 

Bearing in mind resolution 337 (XIV) of the Conference of Ministers of 
the Economic Commission for Africa of 27 March 1979 endorsing the recommenda
tion made by the Regional Seminar on Solar Energy ±f held at Niamey from 8 
to 13 January 1979 at which it was decided to establish a Regional Centre 
for Solar Energy Research and Development in Africa, 

!f See chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 below. 

1f E/CN.l4/800 - E/CN.l4/TPCW/II/17 - E/CN.l4/NRD/E/39. 

3/ E/CN.l4/665. 

4/ E/CN.l4/713. 



- 2 -

Taking into account General Assembly resolutions 33/148 of 20 December 
1978 and 34/190 of 18 December 1979, in which it was decided to convene at 
Nairobi an international conference on new and renewable sources of energy 
in August 1981, 

Recalling the guiding principles of the Lagos Plan of Action 2J on the 
development of new and renewable sources of energy, 

Taking into account also that new and renewable sources of energy 
could constitute alternative sources of energy and contribute to the future 
development of African countries, 

Cognizant of the importance of developing new and renewable sources of 
energy in order to meet the requirements for continued economic and social 
development, particularly in rural and remote areas, 

Stressing the importance of intensive international co-operation and 
concerted action and the full commitment of African countries in the field 
of new and renewable sources of energy, 

Considering that the mastery of various technologies regarding new and 
renewable sources of energy and their adaptation to local conditions require 
adequate technological infrastructure and appropriate research and develop
ment efforts, 

Considering further that genuine development cannot be ensured and that 
new technologies cannot be mastered without highly skilled, competent and 
motivated staff with the required knowledge, practical experience and sense 
of initiative, 

1. Endorses the final report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting on 
New and Renewable Sources of Energy held at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 
12 to 16 January 1981 including its Plan of Action and recommendations; 

2. Further endorses the regional paper 6/ which reflects the African 
position concerning the development and utilization of new and renewable 
sources of energy; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa for the assistance rendered to African Member 
States in the preparatory work for the United Nations Conference on New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy to be held at Nairobi, Kenya, from 10 to 21 
August 1981; 

4. Urges African Member States to be represented at the Conference at 
the highest level possible in the field of new and renewable sources of 
energy and, acting on the basis of the guidelines set out in the regional 
paper, to ensure that their views are fully and equitably reflected in the 
international declaration or plan of action to be drawn up by the Conference; 

~ See A/S-11/14, annex I. 

6/ E/CN.l4/799. 
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S. Further urges African Member States to give high priority to 
measures for the implementation of national, subregional and regional 
programmes conceived within the framework of the African Plan of Action 
for the Development and Utilization of New and Renewable Sources of Energy; 

6. Invites African Member States to keep the Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa informed on the progress made in the 
implementation of this Plan and of any problems and difficulties in this 
regard; 

7. Urges the Secretary-General to strengthen the Energy Resources 
Unit of the Economic Commission for Africa and to allocate the funds 
required for carrying out the various tasks related to the promotion and 
implementation of the Plan; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Africa to prepare a progress report on the implementation of the African 
Regional Plan of Action for the Development and Utilization of New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy and to submit it for consideration at the 
ninth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the·Economic Commission 
for Africa in 1983. 

B. Full regionalization of regional training institutes for population 
studies in Africa 11 /Resolution 426 (XVI)/ - -
The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling resolution 367 (XIV) of the Conference of Ministers of the 
Economic Commission for Africa of 27 March 1979 which requested the Executive 
Secretary of that Commission to initiate action to make the Regional Insti
tute for Population Studies at Accra and the Institut de formation et de 
recherche demographiques at Yaounde fully regional in character, 

Recalling also the action taken by the Conference of Ministers of the 
Economic Commission for Africa at its sixth meeting concerning the implement
ation of regionalization of the two institutes, 8/ 

Further recalling resolution 393 (XV) of the Confere~ce of Ministers of 
the Economic Commission for Africa of 12 April 1980 which endorsed the new 
statutes of the two institutes and recommended that the statutes should be 
submitted through the Economic and Social Council for approval by the General 
Assembly, 

Noting with satisfaction the action taken by the Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa and the Governments of the host countries 
of the two institutes to bring about their regionalization, notably through 
the organization of sensitization missions within the countries served by 
each of the two institutes on the regionalization and activities of the 
institutes, 

11 See chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 below. 

y E/1980/27. 
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Further noting with satisfaction the readiness of the Governments of 
Ghana and the United Republic of Cameroon to co-operate with the secretariat 
in holding a meeting of plenipotentiaries of member States on the future of 
the two institutes, 

Conscious of the urgent need to bring about the regionalization of the 
two institutes, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the new statutes of 
the institutes annexed to the present resolution are submitted to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session; 

2. Recommends that the General Assembly should approve the two statutes 
at its thirty-sixth session; 

3. Invites all African Member States to participate fully in the meet
ings of plenipotentiaries on the future of the two institutes and to discharge 
their financial obligations which will be determined by these meetings in 
order that the regionalization might b'ecome effective as soon as possible; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of th~ Economic Commission for 
Africa, in collaboration with the Governments of the host countries of the 
institutes, to make all the necessary arrangements to ensure that the 
regionalization become effective by January 1982 at the latest and to 
submit a progress repo~t to the Conference of Ministers of the Economic 
Commission for Africa at its next meeting. 

Annex 

A. Statutes of'the Regional Institute for Population Studies 

ARTICLE I 

Establishment and objectives 

1. The Regional Institute for Population Studies (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Institute") established in Accra pursuant to the agreement signed 
on 3 December 1971 between the United Nations and the Government of the 
Republic of Ghana shall be continued in existence under the terms of these 
statutes. 

2. The primary purpose of the Institute shall be the training of persons 
particularly those from the countries set out in the appendix to these 
Statutes, specialized in population studies, and the conduct and publica
tion of the results of research in population and related fields in rela
tion to such countries. 

3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, the Institute shall: 

(~ Provide training courses on population and related fields; 
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(b) Organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and 
related fields both at its headquarters and in the countries served by the 
Institute; 

(£) Organize in co-operation with appropriate national services and 
specialized agencies concerned in other African countries, workshops, 
seminars and meetings on national, subregional and regional population 
problems; 

(~ Provide at the request of the Governments of the countries set out 
in appendix to these Statutes such advisory services as may be within its 
competence and resources; 

(e) Grant degrees, diplomas, certificates or other awards to persons 
in respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to 
the approval of the Governing Council, establish for this purpose such 
relationships with national universities or similar institutions as may be 
appropriate; and, 

(i) Provide documentation in the various fields of population with 
respect to Africa to research workers and to national, subregional and 
regional organizations. 

ARTICLE II 

Headquarters of the Institute 

1. The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Accra in the Republic of 
Ghana. 

2. The Government of the Republic of Ghana shall, in an agreement to be 
entered into between the Government and the United Nations, provide and 
grant as the case may be, such adequate premises, facilities and services 
and privileges and immunities as may be required for the effective operation 
of the Institute. 

ARTICLE III 

Status and organization of the Institute 

1. The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Economic Commission 
for Africa. 

2. The Institute shall have its own Governing Council. 

3. In addition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research, 
a Director and other staff of the Institute. 

4. The Institute shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the General 
Assembly, be subject to the Financial Regulations, the Financial Rules and 
the Staff Rules of the United Nations and all other administrative issuances 
of the Secretary-General. 
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ARTICLE IV 

The Governing Council 
Composition, functions and meetings 

1. The Governing Council shall be composed as follows: 

(~ The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, 
who shall be ex officio Chairman of the Governing Council; 

C!O A retresentative of the Government of the Republic of Ghana; 

(£) Twelve of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes 
selected by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for 
Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the Conference"); 

(~ A representative of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as Secretary of the Governing 
Council and shall signify the acts of the Governing Council. 

3. In selecting the members of the Governing Council referred to in sub
paragraph (£) of parag~aph 1 of this article, the Conference shall have 
regard to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical distribution of 
selection among the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes. 

4. The members of the Governing Council selected under subparagraph (£) 
of paragraph 1 of this article shall hold office for a period of four years 
and may be eligible for re-elections provided, however, that in making 
selections for the first time, the Conference shall direct that one half of 
the countries selected by them shall retire two years after they have been 
selected and shall be replaced by the same number of countries selected by 
the Conference for that purpose. 

5. The members of the Governing Council referred to in subparagraph (c) 
of paragraph 1 of this article, shall each designate to represent it on-the 
Governing Council, a person who is competent and experienced in the 
activities of the Institute. 

6. The Governing Council shall: 

(!) Prescribe the general principles and policies governing the 
operations of the Institute; 
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(Q) Give directives of a general nature as to the implementation of 
the principles and policies governing the operations of the Institute; 

(£) Prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo 
courses of study provided by the Institute and for the award of degrees, 
diplomas or certificates or other awards granted by the Institute; 

(~ Prescribe regulations governing the conduct of persons undergoing 
courses of study at the Institute; 

(~ Examine and approve the work programme of the Institute and their 
corresponding budgets; 

(!) Review and approve the annual progress report of the Director of 
the Institute on the activities of the Institute; 

(g) Examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the 
Institute for the preceding year; 

(~ Present through its Chairman, to the Conferenc~ annual reports on 
the work of the Institute; 

(i) Determine apart from the office of the Director of the Institute, 
the other offices of the Institute. 

7. The Governing Council may delegate to a national university or similar 
institution with which it has established relationship under subparagraph 
(~ of paragraph 3 of article I of these Statutes, the Director of the 
Institute or the Advisory Board on Studies and Research any of its functions 
as set out in subparagraphs (£] and (~ of paragraph 6 of this article. 

8. The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session once a year and 
may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman or one 
third of its members. 

9. Subject to the prov1s1ons of these Statutes, the Governing Council shall 
adopt its own rules of procedure. 

ARTICLE V 

The Chairman of the Governing Council 

1. The Chairman of the Governing Council shall: 

(~ Cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the 
Governing Council; 

(Q) Convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council; 

(£) With the approval of the Governing Council, solicit and receive 
on behalf of the Institute, financial and other resources from the speci
alized agencies of the United Nations or other intergovernmental organi
zations, non-governmental organizations and other sources. 
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2. The Chairman of the Governing Council may delegate his functions as 
set out in subparagraph (£) of paragraph 1 of this article to the Director 
of the Institute. 

ARTICLE VI 

Appointment of staff of the Institute 

1. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall: 

(~ By delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, and upon the recommendation of the Governing Council, 
appoint the Director of the Institute; 

(~ By delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations appoint other professional staff of the Institute upon the 
recommendation of the Director of the Institute. 

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall 
keep the Governing Council informed of all appointments made by him under 
this article. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Director 

1. The Director of the Institute shall be appointed as provided for in 
these Statutes, for a period of two years subject to renewal for succeeding 
periods of two years each. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as the legal representative of 
the Institute. 

3. Subject to such directions of a general nature that the Governing Council 
may give, the Director of the Institute shall have responsibility for the 
planning, organization and direction of training, research, advisory services 
and other activities of the Institute. He shall in particular: 

(~ Be responsible for the organization and administration of the 
Institute; 

~ Submit for the approval of the Governing Council the work programmes 
and corresponding budgets of the Institute; 

(£) Be responsible for the carrying out of the activities of the 
Institute in accordance with the approved work programmes and corresponding 
budgets of the Institute; 

(~ Submit for the approval of the Governing Council annual reports on 
the activities and financial standing and the accounts of the Institute 
including the particulars of existing vacancies in the professional posts 
of the Institute for dissemination within the countries set out in the 
appendix to these Statutes; 
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(e) Transmit to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Africa the names of all applicants for appointment to the other 
professional posts of the Institute; 

(f) Subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa may give, select and appoint persons to 
the General Service posts of the Institute; 

(B) Make necessary arrangements with national and international organi
zations for the use by such organizations of the services and facilities 
provided by the Institute, it being understood that in the case of national 
organizations no arrangements shall be made without the approval of the 
Governments concerned; 

(h) Establish and maintain such contacts with Governments, the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations as may be neces
sary or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute; 

(i) Undertake other assignments or activities as may be determined by 
the Governing Council. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Advisory Board on Studies and Research 
Composition and functions 

1. The Advisory Board on Studies and Research (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Board"), shall be composed of: 

(a) Six persons who are citizens of the countries set out in the 
appendix to these Statutes and who may be either university teachers or 
experts engaged in work in the field of population or related studies 
appointed by the Chairman of the Governing Council, having regard to the 
maintenance of a fair distribution of appointments among the countries set 
out in the appendix to these Statutes; 

(b) Two senior lecturers of the Institute elected by the academic 
staff of the Institute from time to time; 

~ The Director of the Institute; 

(d) A representative of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(e) The Director of the Population Division of the United Nations 
Headquarters; 

. C!J A representative of the United Nations agencies actively engaged 
in g1v1ng assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(B) A representative of the International Union for the Scientific 
Study of Population; 

(h) A representative of the governmental or non-governmental organiza
tions working in the field of population in one or more of the countries set 
out in the appendix to these Statutes as may be designed by the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa; 
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Ci) A representative of the Ministry responsible for demographic 
questions of the Government of Ghana; 

(j) The President of the Association of former students of the 
Institute; 

(!) A representative of the student body of the Institute selected 
for that purpose by the student body of the Institute. 

2. The members of the BQard appointed, designated or elected by the 
Chairman of the Governing Council and the academic staff of the Institute 
shall be appointed, designated or elected as the case may be, to service 
on two successive meetings of the Board and may be eligible for reappoint
ment, designation or election. 

3. The member of the Board elected by the student body of the Institute 
shall be elected to serve on one meeting of the Board and may be eligible 
for re-election. 

4. The Board shall at the beginning of each of its meetings, elect its 
Chairman from among its members specified in subparagraph (~ of paragraph 1 
of this article. 

5. The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services for 
the Board. 

6. The Board shall have the following powers and duties: 

(~ To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the activitie.s 
to be undertaken by the Institute; 

(~ To give advice to the Director of the Institute on the design 
of courses of study and research programmes of the Institute; 

(£) To satisfy itself regarding the context and academic standard of 
any course of study in respect of a degree, diploma, certificate or other 
award of the Institute and examine any relationship entered into between 
the Institute with any university or similar institution in pursuance of 
the provisions of subparagraph (~ of paragraph 3 of article I of these 
Statutes and to report its findings thereon to the Governing Council; 

(~ To propose for adoption by the Governing Council conditions regarding 
the eligibility of persons for admission to courses of study for a degree, 
diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute and for obtaining of 
any degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute; 

(~ To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard of 
proficiency to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma, certi
ficate or other award of the Institute; 

(f) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council regulations 
governing the conduct of persons undergoing courses of study at the 
Institute; 
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(B) To initiate proposals relating to the conduct of the Institute 
generally, and to discuss any matter relating to the Institute and to make 
representations thereon to the Governing Council. 

7. The Board may delegate to a national university or similar institution 
with which it has established relationship under subparagraph (~ of par
agraph 3 of article I of these Statutes or the Director of the Institute 
any of its functions as set out in subparagraphs (~, (~ and (!) of 
paragraph 6 of this article. 

8. The Board shall meet at least once every two years upon its convocation 
by its Chairman or the Governing Council. 

9. Subject to the provisions of this article, the Board shall determine 
its own rules of procedure including its quorum, the convening of its 
ordinary or extraordinary meetings, and the conduct of business thereat and 
at other times. 

ARTICLE IX 

Assistance by the secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Africa 

The secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa shall assist the 
Institute in every possible way in order to facilitate its work. In partic
ular, the Economic Commission for Africa shall at the request of the 
Institute make available to the Institute qualified staff to give lectures, 
to assist in supervising research and to participate in seminars of the 
Institute. 

ARTICLE X 

Co-operation with organizations, etc. 

The Institute shall establish such relationships with the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies and other organizations and with Governments, 
universities or similar institutions and research organizations in the 
countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes, as may be necessary or 
desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute. 

ARTICLE XI 

Financial resources and rules governing the 
financial management of the Institute 

1. The Institute shall derive its finances from contributions made by the 
Governments of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes as 
may be determined from time to time by the Conference and by the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities. 
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2. The Institute may derive further resources in cash or in kind from the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental organiza
tions, governments and non-governmental organizations and other sources. 
Acceptance by the Institute of offers of such further assistance shall, in 
every case, be subject to the decision of the Chairman of the Governing 
Council, in consultation with the Director of the Institute and in accordance 
with the basic aims of the Institute and the relevant provisions of the rules 
governing the financial management of the Institute. The Chairman of the 
Governing Council shall report on the matter to the Governing Council at its 
next session. 

ARTICLE XII 

Amendments 

These Statutes may, on the recommendation of the Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, be amended by the Conference. 

Appendix 

Botswana, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mauritius, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
the Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 

B. Statutes of the "Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques" 

ARTICLE I 

Establishment and objectives 

1. The Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Institute") established in Yaounde pursuant to the 
agreement signed on 9 November 1971 between the United Nations and the 
Government of the United Republic of Cameroon shall be continued in existence 
under the terms of these Statutes. 

2. The primary purpose of the Institute shall be the training of demographers 
particularly those from the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes, 
and the conduct and publication of the results of research in population and 
related fields in relation to such countries. 

3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, the Institute shall: 

(~ Provide training courses in population and related fields; 

C!0 Organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and 
related fields both at its headquarters and in the countries served by the 
Institute; 

(£) Organize in co-operation with appropriate national services and 
specialized agencies concerned in other African countries, workshops, semin
ars and meetings on national, subregional and regional population problems; 
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(~ Provide at the request of the Governments of the countries set out 
in the appendix to these Statutes, such advisory services as may be within 
its competence and resources; 

(~ Grant degrees, diplomas, certificates or other awards to persons 
in respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to 
the approval of the Governing Council, establish for this purpose such 
relationships with national universities or similar institutions as may be 
appropriate; and 

(!) Provide documentation in the various fields of population with 
respect to Africa to research workers and to national, subregional and 
regional organizations. 

ARTICLE II 

Headquarters of the Institute 

1. The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Yaounde in the United 
Republic of Cameroon. 

2. The Government of the United Republic of Cameroon shall, in an agreement 
to be entered into between the Government and the United Nations, provide and 
grant as the case may be, such adequate premises, facilities and services and 
privileges and immunities as may be required for the effective operation of 
the Institute. 

ARTICLE III 

Status and organization of the Institute 

1. The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Economic Commission for 
Africa. 

2. The Institute shall have its own Governing Council. 

3. In addition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research, 
a Director and other staff of the Institute. 

4. The Institute shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the General 
Assembly, be subject to the Financial Regulations, the Financial Rules and 
the Staff Rules of the United Nations and all other administrative issuances 
of the Secretary-General. 

ARTICLE IV 

The Governing Council 
Composition, functions and meetings 

1. The Governing Council shall be composed as follows: 

(~ The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, 
who shall be ex officio Chairman of the Governing Council; 
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QU A representative of the Government of the United Republic of 
Cameroon; 

(~ Twelve of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes 
selected by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for 
Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the Conferel'!ce"); 

(~ A representative of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as Secretary of the Governing 
Council and shall signify the acts of the Governing Council. 

3. In selecting the members of the Governing Council referred to in sub
paragraph (~ of paragraph 1 of this article, the Conference shall have 
regard to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical distribution 
of selection among the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes. 

4. The members of the Governing Council selected under subparagraph (~ 
of paragraph.! of this article shall hold office for a period of four years 
and may be eligible for re-election provided, however, that in making selec
tions for the first time, the Conference shall direct that one half of the 
cpuntries selected by them shall retire two years after they have been 
selected and shall be replaced by the same number of countries selected 
by the Conference for that purpose. 

5. The meeting of the Governing Council referred to in subparagraph (~ 
of paragraph 1 of this article, shall each designate to represent it on 
the Governing Council, a person who is competent and experienced in the 
activities of the Institute. 

6. The Governing Council shall: 

(~ Prescribe the general principles and policies governing the opera
tions of the Institute; 

(~ Give directives of a general nature as to the implementation of 
the principles and policies governing the operations of the Institute; 

(E) Prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo 
courses of study provided by the Institute and for the award of degrees, 
diplomas or certificates or other awards granted by the Institute; 

(~ Prescribe regulations governing the conduct' 0f persons undergoing 
courses of study at the Institute; 
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(~ Examine and approve the work programme of the Institute and 
their corresponding budgets; 

(f) Review and approve the annual progress report of the Director of 
the Institute on the activities of the Institute; 

(B) Examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the 
Institute for the preceding year; 

(~ Present through its Chairman, to the Conference, annual reports 
on the work of the Institute; 

(i) Determine apart from the office of the Director of the Institute, 
the other offices of the Institute and the organizational chart of the 
Institute. 

7. The Governing Council may delegate to a national university or similar 
institution with which it has established relationship under subparagraph 
(e) of paragraph 3 of article I of these Statutes, the Director of the 
Institute or the Advisory Board on Studies and Research any of its functions 
as set out in subparagraphs (c) and (~ of paragraph 6 of this article. 

8. The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session once a year and 
may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman or one 
third of its members. 

9. Subject to the prov1s1ons of these Statutes, the Governing Council 
shall adopt its own rules of procedure. 

ARTICLE V 

The Chairman of the Governing Council 

1. The Chairman of the Governing Council shall: 

(~ Cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the 
Governing Council; 

QV Convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council; 

(c) With the approval of the Governing Council, solicit and receive 
on behalf of the Institute, financial and other resources from the special
ized agencies of the United Nations or other intergovernmental organizations, 
non-governmental organizations and other soun:es. 

2. The Chairman of the Governing Council may delegate his functions as 
set out in subparagraph (~ of paragraph 1 of this article to the Director 
of the Institute. 

ARTICLE VI 

Appointment of staff of the Institute 

1. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall: 
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(~ By delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, and upon the recommendation of the Governing Council, 
appoint the Director of the Institute; 

~ By delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations appoint other professional staff of the Institute upon the 
recommendation of the Director of the Institute. 

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall 
keep the Governing Council informed of all appointments made'by him under 
this article. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Director 

1. The Director of the Institute shall be appointed as provided for in 
these Statutes, for a period of two years subject to renewal for succeeding 
periods of two years each. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as the legal representative of 
the Institute. 

3. Subject to such directions of a general nature that the Governing 
Council may give, the Director of the Institute shall have responsibility 
for the planning, organization and direction of training, research, advisory 
services and other activities of the Institute. He shall in particular: 

(~ Be responsible for the organization and administration of the 
Institute; 

(~ Submit for the approval of the Governing Council the work programmes 
and corresponding budgets of the Institute; 

(.£) Be responsible for the carrying out of the activities of the Institute· 
in accordance with the approved work programmes and corresponding budgets 
of the Institute; 

(~ Disseminate within the countries set out in the appendix to these 
Statutes all vacancies within the Institute; 

(e) Submit for the approval of the Governing Council annual reports on 
the activities and financial standing and the accounts of the Institute 
including the particulars of all existing vacancies in the Institute; 

(f) Transmit to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Africa the names of all applicants for appointment, to all posts of 
the Institute; 

(g) Subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa may give, select and appoint persons to 
the General Service posts of the Institute; 
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(h) Make necessary arrangements with national and international 
organizations for the use by such organizations of the services and 
facilities provided by the Institute, it being understood that in the case 
of national organizations no arrangements shall be made without the approval 
of the Governments concerned; 

(!) Establish and maintain such contacts with Governments, the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations as may be 
necessary or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute; 

(i) Undertake other assignments or activities as may-be determined by 
the Governing Council. 

ARTICLE VII I 

Advisory Board on Studies and Research 
Composition and functions 

1. The Advisory Board on Studies and Research (hereinafter referred to as 
"the Board"), shall be composed of: 

(~ Six persons who are citizens of the countries set out in the 
appendix to these Statutes and who may be either university teachers or 
experts engaged in work in the field of population or related studies 
appointed by the Chairman of the Governing Council, having regard to the 
maintenance of a fair distribution of appointments among the countries set 
out in the appendix to these Statutes; 

(b) Two lecturers of the Institute elected by the academic staff of 
the Institute from time to time; 

(E) The Director of the Institute; 

(~ A representative of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(e) The Director of the Population Division of the United Nations 
Headquarters; 

. C!J A representative of the United Nations agencies actively engaged 
in g1v1ng assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(~ A representative of the International Union for the Scientific 
Study of population; 

(h) A representative of the governmental or non-governmental organiza
tions working in the field of population in one or more of the countries set 
out in the appendix to these Statutes as may be designated by the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(i) A representative of the Ministry responsible for population matters 
of the-Government of the United Republic of Cameroon; 
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(i) The President of the Association of former students of the 
Institute; 

(!) A representative of the student body of the Institute selected 
for that purpose by the student body of the Institute. 

2. The members of the Board appointed, designated or elected by the 
Chairman of the Governing Council and the academic .staff of the Institute 
shall be appointed, designated or elected as the case may be, to serve on 
two successive meetings of the Board and may be eligible for-reappointment, 
designation or election. 

3. The member of the Board elected by the student body of the Institute 
shall be elected to serve on one meeting of the Board and may be eligible 
for re-election. 

4. The Board shall at the beginning of each of its meetings, elect its 
Chairman from among its members specified in subparagraph (!) of paragraph 1 
of this article. 

5. The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services for 
the Board. 

6. The Board shall have the following powers and duties: 

(!) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the activities 
to be undertaken by the Institute; 

~ To give advice to the Director of the Institute on the design of 
courses of study and research programmes of the Institute; 

(£) To satisfy itself regarding the context and academic standard of 
any course of study in respect of a degree, diploma, certificate or other 
award of the Institute and examine any relationship entered into between 
the Institute with any university or similar institution in pursuance of 
the provisions of subparagraph (~ of paragraph 3 of article I of these 
Statutes and to report its findings thereon to the Governing Council; 

(~ To propose for adoption by the Governing Council conditions regard
ing the eligibility of persons for admission to courses of study for a 
degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute and for obtain
ing of any degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute; 

(e) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard of 
proficiency to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma, certi
ficate or other award of the Institute; 

(i) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council regulations 
governing the conduct of persons undergoing courses of study at the 
Institute; 

(B) To initiate proposals relating to the conduct of the Institute 
generally, and to discuss any matter relating to the Institute and to make 
representations thereon to the Governing Council. 
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7. The Board may delegate to a national university or similar institution 
with which it has established relationship under subparagraph (~ of parag
raph 3 of article I of these Statutes or the Director of the Institute any 
of its functions as set out in subparagraphs (~, (~ and (i) of paragraph 6 
of this article. 

8. The Board shall meet at least once every two years upon its convocation 
by its Chairman or the Governing Council. 

9. Subject to the provisions of this article, the Board shall determine 
its own rules of procedure including its quorum, the convening of its 
ordinary or extraordinary meetings, and the conduct of business thereat 
and at other times. 

ARTICLE IX 

Assistance by the secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Africa 

The secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa shall assist the 
Institute in every possible way in order to facilitate its work. In 
particular, the Economic Commission for Africa shall at the request of the 
Institute make available to the Institute qualified staff to give lectures, 
to assist in supervising research and to participate in seminars of the 
Institute. 

ARTICLE X 

Co-operation with organizations, etc. 

The Institute shall establish such relationships with the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies and other organizations and with Governments, 
universities or similar institutions and research organizations in the 
countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes, as may be necessary or 
desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute. 

ARTICLE XI 

Financial resources and rules governing the 
financial management of the Institute 

1. The Institute shall derive its finances from contributions made by 
Governments of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes as 
may be determined from time to time by the Conference and by the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

2. The Institute may derive further resources in cash or in kind from the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental organiza
tions, governments and non-governmental organizations and other sources. 
Acceptance bt the Institute of offers of such further assistance shall, in 
every case, be subject to the decision of the Chairman of the Governing 
Council, in consultation with the Director of the Institute and in accordance 
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with the basic aims of the Institute and the relevant prov1s1ons of the 
rules governing the financial management of the Institute. The Chairman 
of the Governing Council shall report on the matter to the Governing 
Council at its next session. 

ARTICLE XII 

Amendments 

These Statutes may, on the recommendation of the Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, be amended by the Conference. 

Appendix 

Algeria, Benin, Burundi, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, 
the Congo, Djibouti, Gabon, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, the Niger, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Tunisia, 
the United Republic of Cameroon, the Upper Volta and Zaire. 

C. Implications of General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 33/202 on the 
restructurin of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations 
system or the regional commissions 9 /Resolution 427 (XVI2J 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977 and 
33/202 of 29 January 1979 on the restructuring of the economic and social 
sectors of the United Nations system so as to make them more fully capable 
of dealing with problems of international economic co-operation and develop
ment in a comprehensive and effective manner, 

Recalling resolution 330 (XIV) of the Conference of Ministers of the 
Economic Commission for Africa of 27 March 1979 on the restructuring of 
intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa, 

Grateful for all actions so far taken to implement the requirements of 
General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 33/202, particularly those relating 
to section IV of the annex to resolution 32/197, on structures for regional 
and interregional co-operation, 

Recalling resolutions 332 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 and 398 (XV) of 
2 April 1980 of the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for 
Africa on the Development Strategy for Africa for the Third Development 
Decade and the Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia 
Strategy for African Development respectively, both of which led to the 
adoption by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organiza
tion of African Unity of the Lagos Plan of Action 10/ for the Implementation 
of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 

9/ See chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 below. 

10/ See A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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Recalling also the resolution of the Organization of African Unity on 
the participation of Africa in international negotiations, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980 which 
proclaimed the Third United Nations Development Decade and adopted the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade, aimed at implementing the goals and objectives of the Declaration 
and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order and of which the Lagos Plan of Action should be considered an integral 
part, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 35/64 of 5 December 1980 on 
special measures for the social and economic development of Africa in the 
1980s adopted after consideration of the Lagos Plan of Action, 

Conscious that the important part played by the Economic Commission for 
Africa in the preparation of the Monrovia Strategy and the Lagos Plan of 
Action reflects faithfully an important element of the role of the Commission 
as the main general economic and social development centre within the United 
Nations system for the African region, 

Taking note of General Assembly decision 35/440 of 16 December 1980, in 
which the General Assembly decided, inter alia, to invite the regional 
commissions to consider further at their plenary sessions in 1981 the 
implications for their role and functions of General Assembly resolutions 
32/197 and 33/202, in the light, inter alia, of the observations and 
recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General 11/ on 
development and international economic co-operation: Implications-of General 
Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 39/202 for the regional commissions, partic
ularly paragraphs 76 to 79 thereof, and to report thereon for action by the 
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, through the Economic and 
Social Council in the context of its consideration of the report of the 
Secretary-General called for under General Assembly resolution 34/206 of 
19 December 1979, 

Having noted the afore-mentionedreport of the Secretary-General and the 
note of the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa relating to 
it, 12/ and having considered carefully those documents, 

Taking account of the dimensions and characteristics of the challenge 
of socio-economic change which confronts African Member States individually 
and collectively in the 1980s, 

Firmly convinced of the role of economic co-operation in the process 
of bringing about structural change, self-reliance and self-sustainment, 

11/ A/35/546. 

12/ E/CN.l4/811. 
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Aware that the limited resources of the United Nations system require 
to be applied at the point of optimum effect within the African region and 
convinced of the catalytic as well as integrative role which the Economic 
Commission for Africa now plays in the promotion of self-reliance and self
sustainment, 

Appreciative of the support provided by the Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme for strengthening the role of the Economic 
Commission for Africa as an executing agency, 

1. Endorses the analysis contained in the report of the Secretary
General which reflects generally the role of the regional commissions in 
the United Nations system; 

2. Requests the General Assembly to make available to the Economic 
Commission for Africa the necessary resources so as to enable it fully to 
play its role under the authority of the General Assembly and the Econo~ic 
and Social Council as ~he main general economic and social development 
centre within the United Nations system for the African region; 

3. Appeals to the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to 
decentralize the relevant activities and redeploy the associated manpower 
and financial resources to the secretariat of the Economic Commission for 
Africa so as to strengthen the capacity of the secretariat to respond effect
ively to the growing requests from African Member States particularly in 
relation to the International Development Strate~/ for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade; 

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to involve the regional commissions 
in all preparations for the meetings of the Second and Third Committees of 
the General Assembly and in particular to arrange for the executive secret
aries to address the Second Committee on the economic and social conditions 
of their respective regions as well as on the programmes of work and prior
ities of their commissions; 

s. Also calls upon the Secretary-General to ensure the involvement 
of the executive secretaries of the regional commissions in the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination by making them full members of that Committee; 

6. Further calls upon the Secretary-General to ensure the involvement 
of the executive secretaries in such other machinery as might enable the 
regional commissions effectively to exercise their responsibilities for co
ordination at the regional level in accordance with the requirements of 
General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 33/202; 

7. While congratulating the United Nations Development Progrrunme for 
its financial contributions to the secretariat of the Economic Commission 
for Africa for the implementation of development projects, calls on the 
Administrator of that Programme and the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities to intensify their efforts to provide 
more resources to the Economic Commission for Africa so as to enable it to 
carry out more effectively its task as an executing agency of projects of 
the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities in the African region; 
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8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Africa to intensify his efforts to strengthen the relations between the 
Commission and United Nations Headquarters on the one hand, and between 
the Commission and the specialized agencies and other organs, organizations 
and bodies of the United Nations system on the other, so as to achieve the 
objective of effective leadership and co-ordination within the United Nations 
system in the African region; 

S. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Africa to strengthen the relationship between the Commission and the 
other regional commissions with a view not only to strengthening inter
regional co-operation at the United Nations Secretariat level but also to 
enabling the regional commissions to play a greater role in South-South 
economic and technical co-operation; 

10. Appeals to the Secretary-General and the heads of the specialized 
agencies and other bodies within the United Nations system as well as the 
other regional commissions to give the necessary support to the initiatives 
of the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa so that the 
resources of the system may be properly co-ordinated so as to respond effect
ively to the development and economic growth needs of the African region. 

D. Programmes of work and priorities of the Economic Commission for 
Africa-for 1982-1983 l3/ /Resolution 428 (XVI)/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Having examined and discussed the revised programme of work and prior
ities for 1980-1981 14/ and the proposed programme of work and priorities 
for 1982-1983 15/ approved by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic 
Commission forJ\frica, 

Bearing in mind that the Commission's medium-term plan for 1980-1983 16/ 
was considered and approved at the eighteenth meeting of its Executive 
Committee and that the Commission's programme of work and priorities for 
1980-1981 and 1982-1983 were based on it, 

Taking into consideration the explanation given by the Commission's 
secretariat that: 

(~ The programmes reflected a realistic appraisal of the prospects 
of obtaining funds in view of the decisions of the General Assembly to 
place restrictions on the growth of the programme budget, 

(b) The programmes were based on a hard core of priority projects con
sistent with the International Development Strategy for the third United 

13/ See chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 below. 

14/ E/CN.14/707/Rev.2. 

15/ E/CN.l4/790. 

16/ E/CN.l4/TEC0/40. 
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Nations Development Decade 17/ and the Lagos Plan of Action ~ and which 
had been considered by numerous subsidiary bodies of the Commission and 
after taking into account projects which were considered to be of low 
priority, of marginal usefulness, obsolete or ineffective, 

Taki~g note that the programmes are based on assessments of re
sources available or likely to be available and incorporated in a programme 
budget submitted for consideration by the General Assembly, 

1. Notes that, in accordance with the manner in which the United Nations 
programme budget was determined after the preparation of the programme, the 
programmes of work and priorities had no quantitative targets or budget 
estimates; 

2. Recommends that the two programme documents be updated on the basis 
of decisions reached in the latest round of meetings of the Multinational 
Programming and Operational Centres of the Commission; 

3. Approves the Commission's programme of work and priorities for 
1982-1983; 

4. Urges the Secretary-General to do all in his power to provide ade
quate resources for the Commission to enable it to implement fully its work 
programme in view of the growing economic and social problems of Africa. 

217th meeting, 
10 April 1981. 

3. The Economic and Social Council · 1 of the terms of reference of the C ~s ~ so requested to amend article 5 
tieth member of the Commission ando:m~s:~on by ~dding Zimbabwe as the fif
t~e associate membership of Powers w~"eh1ng art1cle ~ (~which relates to 
t1onal relations of African Territori~~. are respons1ble for the interna-

17/ General Assembly resolution 35/56. 

18/ See A/S-11/14, annex r. 
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CHAPTER II: WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE 13 APRIL 1980 

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies 

4. During the period under review, the Commission organized the second 
meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole for the consid
eration of its report ~ee chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 below). For 
further information on the activities of subsidiary bodies, see annex II 
to the present report. 

B. Other activities 

5. The activities carried out under the Commission's programme of work for 
1980-1981 and in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Conference of Ministers, 
are described below. Additional information will be found in the Biennial 
Report of the Executive Secretary for 1979-1980 (E/CN.l4/695). 

6. During the period under review, 13 April 1980- 10 April 1981, thesec
retariat serviced the sessionofthe Commission, the meeting of the Conference 
of Ministers, the meetings of its subsidiary bodies and special meetings held 
under the auspices of the Commission. 

7. The performance of the agricultural sector in the developing countries 
of Africa continued to be poor during the period under review. This poor 
performance, which resulted in decreasing self-sufficiency in food and 
increasing imports of foodstuffs, led to the adoption by the second extraor
dinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) of the Lagos Plan of Action, which puts 
great emphasis on agriculture, and more particularly on the prevention of 
food losses, food security and the increase of food production. 

8. Following the guidelines of the Development Strategy for Africa for the 
Third United Nations Development Decade as adopted in Conference of Ministers 
resolution 332 (XIV) and the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development 
of Africa, the basic emphasis of the programme in development planning, 
projections and policies for 1979/1980 was to assess the development trends 
and prospects in the region in the light of the Development Strategy for 
Africa. 

9. As far as education and training are concerned, operationally the secre
tariat focused on training staff development officers and instructors, the 
training of trainers, non-formal education, the establishment and operation 
of viable employer occupation counselling and guidance services within 
personnel agencies, maximization of the use of national mass media facilities 
and techniques for employee skill development, the development and flow of 
funds for the operation of training functions and the integration and devel
opment of fellowship programmes. 

10. The report of the first session of the Intergovernmental Regional Com
mittee on Human Settlements was presented to the Conference of Ministers 
meeting in Rabat, Morocco, in March 1979. Owing to the lack of resources, 



- 26 -

however, the Committee did not hold its planned meeting in 1979 and no 
review of the work programme was possible until the second session which 
was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 28 July to 1 August 1980. 

11. The national process of industrial restructuring has been the overriding 
characteristic of the secretariat's programme for industrial development in 
Africa. The secretariat has initiated and is .implementing sectoral develop
ment programmes in the chemicals,metals, engineerin~ food and agro-industries 
and the building materials and construction industries - all of which are 
basic industries that are considered strategic for African industrialization. 

12. Intra-African trade continued to remain at a very low level, accounting 
in 1980 only for 45 per cent of the region's total trade, compared with 
about 24.6 per cent and 19.3 per cent for Latin America and developing Asia 
respectively. During the period under review the secretariat endeavoured 
to provide substantial assistance to member States in their efforts to 
promote subregional trade as a key element in the creation and/or strength
ening of subregional economic groupings viewed as foundations for an All
African integration scheme. 

13. The manpower subprogramme is concerned with the appraisal of manpower 
policies and the effectiveness and subsequent development of related machinery 
for manpower planning; the provision of technical assistance and advisory 
services in the foundation of manpower policies, plans and programmes; and 
training for the development and effective utilization of manpower. During 
the period under review, manpower surveys and analyses were undertaken in 
respect of the basic metal, engineering, chemicals, agro-food and building 
and construction industries. 

14. As far as natural resources are concerned, the second meeting of pleni
potentiaries of the African Remote Sensing Council.and the inaugural meetings 
of the Regional Management Committees were held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
from 11 to 15 August 1980. 

15. During the period under review, the main activities of the Energy Re
sources Unit of the secretariat concentrated on encouraging the exploration 
and systematic planning and optimum development of energy resources in 
Africa, the promotion of multinational co-operation in their exploration 
and use of energy resources and technical co-operation. A Regional Prepar
atory Meeting on New and Renewable Sources of Energy was organized by the 
secretariat from 12 to 16 January 1981 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

16. The activities in water resources development have had as their primary 
objectives assistance in the planning and development of national water re
sources and the development of international water resources consistent with 
national policies and suited to the needs of African countries. To this end 
and in compliance with Conference of Ministers resolution 339 (XIV) the 
secretariat organized a Regional Meeting on Problems and Needs of Africa in 
Community Water Supply and Sanitation from 4 to 8 August 1980 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 
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17. As for cartography, the secretariat continued to pursue the task of 
strengthening the regional centres it had set up at Ile-Ife, Nigeria, and 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

18. In the environmental field and in response to the Lagos Plan of Action, 
the secretariat has been involved in areas of environmental assessment and 
management which have been identified as of priority concern to the region, 
and it is implementing a joint project on the development of marine science 
and technology in Africa and organizing a workshop in Lagos later in 1981. 

19. During the period under review, the secretariat's work in the field of 
population within the region continued to focus on the creation of awareness 
of the long and short-term implications of population trends for economic 
and social development. The secretariat also planned and organized various 
meetings, conferences and seminars. 

20. In the public administration, management and finance fields, the secre
tariat undertook a study mission on governmental structures in French
speaking African countries. The report of this study will be used to draft 
a working document which will be submitted to subregional meetings of offi
cials responsible for public administration to be held in 1981. 

21. The secretariat took part in the planning of and participated in a 
Conference for African countries on technical co-operation among developing 
countries (TCDC) which was organized by the United Nations Development Prog
ramme (UNDP) in Nairobi, Kenya, from 11 to 20 May 1980. Similarly, it par
ticipated in a two-day meeting organized by OAU in Paris on 9 and 10 June 
1980 with funding from the United Natlons Interim Fund for Science and 
Technology. 

22. The secretariat organized the third Conference of African Ministers of 
Social Affairs, preceded by an Expert Group meeting, which was held at 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 6 to 8 October 1980. This Conference considered 
the general principles and policies of the African Centre for Applied Research 
and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD) and approved its programme of 
activities and budget for the biennium 1981-1982. In May 1980 in collabora
tion with the Union nationale des femmes du Mali, the secretariat conducted 
a co-operative seminar for rural women using the vernacular langucge. 

23. During the last few years the secretariat's programme on statistics has 
been progressively adapted to meet the expected data requirements of Africa 
during the Third United Nations Development Decade. The secretariat there
fore organized a bilingual training course in national accounts at Rabat, 
Morocco, in May 1980. Similarly a regional working group on civil registra
tion and vital statistics collection met at Nairobi, Kenya, in July 1980 and 
established guidelines for a concerted effort in this area. 

24. As for transport, communications and tourism, much has been done to 
implement the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. 
In April 198n the secretariat was invited to participate in a seminar on 
regional co-operation sponsored jointly by the European Economic Community 
(EEC) and the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries' secretariat for coun
tries of East Africa and the islands of the Indian Ocean. The third meeting 
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of the Inter-agency Co-ordinating Committee on the Decade was held in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, on 15 and 16 October 1980. The meeting considered, inter 
alia, a progress report on the implementation of the Decad~the role of the 
secretariat as lead agency in the implementation of the Decade, the mobil
ization of funds for the implementation of the Decade and arrangements for 
follow-up technical consultative meetings between Governments and potential 
donors. 

C. Relations with specialized agencies and other organizations 

25. In his Biennial report for 1979-1980 (E/CN.l4/695) the Executive Secretary 
described in chapter VIII, pages 109-114, the co-operation of the Commission 
and its secretariat with the United Nations specialized agencies and other 
international organizations as well as with their secretariats. 
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CHAPTER III: SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION - SEVENTH MEETING OF 
THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 

A. Attendance and organization of work 

1. The sixteenth session of the Commission and seventh meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers consisting of six meetings was held in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, from 6 to 10 April 1981. The session was opened at 4 p.m. on 
6 April 1981 by Comrade Tekola Dejene on behalf of the outgoing Chairman of 
the sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers, Comrade Hailu Yemenu, 
Senior Minister and Secretary-General of the Central Planning Supreme Council 
of Ethiopia, who welcomed the Zimbabwean delegation which was attending the 
Conference for the first time as the fiftieth member of the Commission. A 
statement was made by His Excellency Dr. Siaka Stevens, President of 
Sierra Leone. A message from the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
on the occasion of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers was 
read out by the Executive Secretary. A statement was made by Mr. Edem Kodjo, 
Secretary-General of OAU. Mr. K. Kpetigo, Minister of Industry of Togo, 
expressed, on behalf of all States members of ECA, the ECA secretariat and 
all participants, appreciation to the people and Government of Sierra Leone 
for their warm welcome and hospitality. 

2. The session was attended by representatives of the following States 
members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, the 
Central African Republic, the Comoros, the Congo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Mozambique, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the 
United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, the Upper 
Volta, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

3. The following States Members of the United Nations were represented by 
observers in accordance with paragraph 9 of the Commission's terms of refer
ence: Cuba, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, the German Democratic 
Republic, India, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, t.he United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United States of America and Yugoslavia. The Holy See, a 
State not a Member of the United Nations, was also represented by an 
observer. 

4. The meeting was attended by representatives of the United Nations Qepart
ment of International Economic Co-operation, the United Nations Department 
of Technical Co-operation for Development, the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian 
Office (UNSO), the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS), the 
United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for Development, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Food 
Council (WFC~. In accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms 
of reference, the following specialized agencies were represented: the In
ternational Labour Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agriculture Organization 
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of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the International Civil Aviation Organiza
tion (ICAO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the Universal Postal Union (UPU), the Intergovernmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization (IMCO), the World Intellectual Property Organiza
tion (WIPO) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The 
UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre was also represented. 

5. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented in ac
cordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms of reference: the 
Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in 
Development, the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in So~ial 
Development (ACARTSOD), the African Centre for Monetary Studies (ACMS), the 
African Development Bank (ADB), the African Institute for Higher Technical 
Training and Research, the African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), 
the Association of African Central Banks (AACB), the Association of African 
Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO), the Commission of the European Com
munities (CEC), the Council for Motual Economic Assistance (CMEA), the 
Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa (UDEAC), the Economic Community 
of the Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL), the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), 
the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques (!FORD), the Mano 
River Union, the Niger Basin Authority, the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying and Mapping, the 
Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys, the Regional Institute for 
Population Studies (RIPS), the Trans-African Highway Authority, the West 
Africa Rice Development Association (WARDA) and the West African Clearing 
House (WACH). 

6. In accordance with paragraph 14 of the Commission's terms of reference 
the Association of African Universities, the Council for the Development of 
Economic and Social Research in Africa (CODESRIA) and the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) were represented by observers 19/. 

7. At its two hundred and fourteenth meeting the Conference unanimously 
elected Dr. S.S. Banya, Minister of Finance, Development and Economic Plann
ing of Sierra Leone as Chairman, Mr. Sadek Bonzayen, Ambassador at Large of 
Tunisia, as first Vice-Chairman, Mr. Serge Kananiye, Minister of Planning of 
Burundi, as second Vice-Chairman and Mr. M.V. Mulapo, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry, Trade and Tourism of Lesotho~ as Rapporteur. 

B. AGENDA 

8. At its two hundred and fourteenth meeting the Conference adopted the 
following agenda: 

1. Opening of the session 

2. Minute of silent prayer and meditation 

3. Election of officers 

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

19/ For the full list of participants, see E/CN.l4/INF.l23. 
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5. Formal official opening by His Excellency, the President of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone 

6. Biennial report of the Executive Secretary 1979-1980 

7. Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1979-1980 

8. Assessment of the eleventh special session and the thirty-fifth 
ordinary session of the United Nations General Assembly from the 
point of view of the African region 

9. Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action: Report and recommenda
tions of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 

10. Social implications of the Lagos Plan of Action: P.eport and recom
mendations of the third Conference of African Ministers of Social 
Affairs 

11. The United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa: 
Progress report by the Conference of Ministers of Transport, 
Communications and Planning 

12. Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the Whole: 

(~ 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

On selected matters 

Development and utilization of mineral resources in Africa. 

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting and regional paper 
on new and renewable sources of energy in Africa 

Resources of the sea 

Operational Plan for the Implementation of the Vienna Programme 
of Action on Science and Technology for Development 

Report and recommendations on the integration of women in 
development 

Report of the second session of the Intergovernmental Regional 
Committee on Human Settlements 

Role of the public sector in promoting the economic develop
ment of developing countries 

EGA-sponsored institutions 

International Year of Disabled Persons 

Development of environmental protection legislation in the 
ECA region 

(xi) Technical co-operation among African countries 

(xii) Regional programme to be financed by UNDP during its 1982-1986 
programming cycle 



(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

(b) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

w 
(i) 

(ii) 

- 32 -

E~tablishment of the Pan-African Documentation and Information 
System: Progress report and future development programme 

Statistical Training Programme for Africa 

Progress report on the preparation of the first ECA Conference 
of African Least Developed Countries and the United Nations 
Conference on Least Developed Countries 

Progress report on the African Institute for Higher Technical 
Training and Research, Nairobi 

Implications of General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 32/202 
for the regional commissions 

On the work programme and the medium-term plan 

Revised programme of work and priorities for 1980-1981 

Draft programme of work and priorities for 1982 and 1983 

Draft medium-term plan for 1984-1989 

On the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development 

Progress report on payments, projects and expenditures, 1977-1980 

Estimates of additional resources required during 1982-1983 
biennium 

(~ On staff and administrative questions 

13. United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: 
Pledges of financial contributions by member States for 1982-1983 
biennium 

14. Any other business 

15. Date and venue of theeighthmeeting of the Conference of Ministers 
and seventeenth session of the Commission 

16. Adoption of the report and resolutions 

17. Closure of the meeting. 

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Opening statements 

9. Opening addresses were delivered by His Excellency, the President of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone, Dr. Siaka Stevens; Mr. Edem Kodjo, Secretary-General 
of the Organization of African Unity;and Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive 
Secretary of the Commission. 

10. The Conference was opened by His Excellency Dr. Siaka Stevens, the 
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, who drew attention to the eco
nomic problems facing Africa such as the scarcity of foreign exchange, 
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mounting foreign debts, r1s1ng oil import bills, r1s1ng unemployment, falling 
food production, general increase in the population and a general fall in 
living standards. He noted that the old traditional remedies such as inter
national global conferences had not yet provided adequate solutions to 
Africa's socio-economic problems. In order to overcome Africa's socio
economic problems, African countries had adopted the Lagos Plan of Action. 
It was incumbent upon member States themselves individually and collectively 
to implement that Plan. Indeed Africa did not lack funds for development 
nor the market for its products. What was required was a sound sense of 
direction without which nothing could be achieved. He further underscored 
the indispensability of economic co-operation through which Africa could 
mobilize its vast economic and social potential. He commended the Lagos 
Plan of Action and called upon the Conference to make proposals for the 
practical implementation of the Plan and directed ECA and OAU to work to
gether in the preparation of projects to that end. 

11. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity stressed 
that the importance of the Conference was to find ways and means of imple
menting the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action. In that regard, the 
OAU Heads of State and Government had adopted the Lagos Plan of Action and 
the Final Act of Lagos with a view to finding solutions to the declining 
economic and social conditions of Africa. Africa must act quickly and 
firmly to bring about the needed economic change. Even though the Lagos 
Plan of Action called for implementation mostly at the national level, eco
nomic co-operation between African countries was crucial to the achievement 
of the African economic community envisaged in the Final Act of Lagos. He 
referred to the strong co-operation existing between OAU and ECA and was 
sure that these two organizations would continue to work together in the 
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. He also referred to the co
operation between OAU and the specialized agencies and to possible assist
ance from Arab countries for the purpose of implementing the Lagos Plan of 
Action. 

12. In his opening statement the Executive Secretary of the Commission paid 
tribute to African Ministers of Development and Planning for the laudable 
work they had done to ensure that Africa had a development strategy and a 
plan of action for the 1980s and 1990s which was truly reflective of the 
continent's unique problems and circum$tances. Both the Monrovia Strategy 
and the Lagos Plan of Action had been, largely incorporated in the Inter
national Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade. The Lagos Plan of Action, which was both a means and an instrument 
for achieving a fundamental restructuring of African economies, could become 
effective only if individual Governments redesigned their national develop
ment plans in accordance with the two cardinal principles of the Plan, 
namely self-reliance and self-sustainment. That called for a correct eval
uation of the resources, potentials, priorities and circumstances of each 
country. He underscored the importance of factor inputs as the basis of 
self-reliance and in that respect referred to the need for Africa to control 
fully the development of and trade in its national resources, the develop
ment of indigenous technological capability and the mobilization of domestic 
resources. 
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13. In order to enhance the economic development of African countries there 
was a need to avoid underutilization of fixed capital assets and capital 
wastage through protective maintenance of machinery and equipment, and to 
encourage the use of the barter system in intra-African trade especially 
with regard to industrial raw materials and energy which were major compo
nents of the cost of industrial production. He also briefed the Conference 
on steps already taken to implement General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 
33/202 on restructuring which was aimed at strengthening the leadership and 
operational role of regional commissions. He referred to the agenda item 
on their implications for ECA, stressing that a lot still remained to be 
done to enable ECA effectively to perform its new role of team leader and 
co-ordinator of regional activities of the entire United Nations system in 
Africa. Finally, he referred to the existing excellent working relationship 
between ECA and OAU and warned that no attempts to undermine it would be 
tolerated. 

General debate 

(~ Biennial report of the Executive Secretary 1979-1980 

(~ Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1979-1980 

(c) Assessment of the eleventh special session and the thirty-fifth 
ordinary session of the United Nations General Assembly from the 
point of view of the African region 

(d) Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action: Report and recommenda
tions of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 

(e) Social implications of the Lagos Plan of Action: Report and 
recommendations of the third Conference of African Ministers of 
Social Affairs 

(f) The United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa: 
Progress report by the Conference of Ministers of Transport, Com
munications and Planning 

(~ Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the Whole on selected matters: (i) on the work programme and 
the medium-term plan, (ii) on the United Nations Trust Fund for 
African Development, (iii) on staff and administrative questions, 
(iv) on the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: 
pledges of financial contributions by member States for 1982-1983 
biennium (items 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13). 

14. The representatives of the following States members of the Economic Com
mission for Africa made statements in the general debate: Algeria, Botswana, 
the Congo, the Gambia, Guinea, Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Mali, Morocco, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
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15. The representative of Algeria referred to some of the activities of 
the secretariat that had resulted from General Assembly resolution 32/197. 
He stated that United Nations decisions and resolutions served as guidelines 
and stressed that all ECA activities should be based on those guidelines. 
One case in point was a rail project mentioned during the discussion which 
was intended to link the North African subregion with the town of El Aium, 
the capital of Western Sahara. Generally speaking, any project aimed at 
bringing people closer together and accelerating the economic integration 
of Africa should be welcomed. Unfortunately, in the case of that project 
and in the light of the current situation, it could only be hoped that the 
decisions of OAU and the United Nations on the issue of Western Sahara 
would be rapidly put into effect so that the project might one day be im
plemented. The application of those decisions was the prerequisite for the 
advent of peace in the region, for improving the living conditions of all 
people of the subregion and for the greater well-being of Africa. 

16. The representative of Botswana stated that for some years now all had 
not been well with Africa. He called the developments leading to the adop
tion of the Monrovia Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action and emphasized 
that the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action rested primarily with 
the African States individually and collectively and not with countries out
side Africa or with international organizations. On the chronic problem of 
food shortages in Africa, his country was striving to attain self-suffici~ncy 
in food. He mentioned the Southern African Development Co-ordination Committee 
as a useful v~hicle for harmonizing the development policies of southern 
African countries in order to reduce their dependence on South Africa. He 
then paid warm tribute to the Executive Secretary under whose leadership 
the presence of the secretariat was being felt in every corner of the con
tinent, particularly since the establishment of the MULPOCs. He also said 
that the need for ECA and OAU to intensify their mutual co-operation could 
not be overemphasized. 

17. He was impressed with the role that the secretariat had been playing in 
sponsoring regional and subregional institutions and welcomed the fact that 
one of the items on the agenda was devoted to that question. In that regard, 
he would carefully study the proposals made with a view to seeing how his 
country could best assist in strengthening the subregional institutions of 
which it was a member. Finally he reiterated the fact that the successful 
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action was the answer to the paradox of 
a rich continent plagued by economic backwardness. 

18. The representative of the Congo congratulated ECA and OAU for their 
efforts in laying bare the economic problems of Africa and for proposing solu
tions. The many economic theories that had been propounded in the past had 
not solved Africa's underdevelopment and indeed things were going from bad to 
worse. Africa must rely on itself for its salvation, make a break with the 
past and bring about a fundamental change in its economy. The national plan 
of his country, which would take account of the Lagos Plan of Action, was 
geared towards mobilizing participation at the grass-root level for its 
implementati0n so as to enable the prople to feed themselves. The national 
plan was concerned with important problems such as communications, the re
covery of the economic sector in respect of which his country would like to 
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see the studies already carried out by the secretariat on the issue made 
more detailed; the exodus from the rural areas and its attendant problems 
such as the aging of the population leading to a fall in agricultural 
production, excessive dependence on food imports from abroad and employment 
and unemployment among young people. Regional co-operation which was ex
plicitly required in the Lagos Plan of Action needed the commitment of 
member States; the MULPOCs could also play an important role in that regard. 
Finally, his country had not so far made any contribution to the United 
Nations Trust Fund for African Development because of the financial diffi
culties facing it. However, it was committed to making a modest contribu
tion for the implementation of programmes in Africa and to taking an active 
part in the implementation of those programmes. 

19. The representative of the Gambia pointed out that the Lagos Plan of 
Action had come to stay. All that the Conference was required to do was to 
review its implementation periodically in the light of changing circumstances. 
He referred to the Trust Fund for African Development to which the Gambia 
had already contributed, and appealed to all member States to contribute to 
it as a practical manifestation of collective self-reliance. He said that 
he was concerned about the recommendations by the secretariat for the crea
tion of new institutions at a time when the economic conditions of Africa 
seemed particularly bad. He then gave a brief ~ummary of the economic 
activities of priority to his country and which 'were also priqrities set out 
in the Lagos Plan of Action. They included, energy, for which a master plan 
had been prepared with the assistance of UNSO and the World Bank; agriculture, 
particularly the development of the Gambia River basin for irrigation pur
poses; human resources, especially the training of women and the establish
ment of vocational institutions; and a national literacy programme. Ana
tional food plan was also currently under preparation. 

20. The representative of Guinea referred to collaboration between ECA and 
OAU and between ECA and the United Nations specialized agencies as an im
portant means for the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. 
In that connexion the MULPOCs had an important role to play in helping 
African intergovernmental organizations to implement the Lagos Plan of 
Action. The Lagos Plan of Action had been adopted not only as a means of 
ending the balkanization of the African continent but also for the purpose 
of improving the economic and social conditions of Africa. In his country 
the Government had taken steps to disseminate information about the Lagos 
Plan of Action and the implications of the Plan were being studied by na
tional political organizations, government ministries and the national uni
versity. His Government laid special emphasis at the national and regional 
levels on such projects as those relating to mining, transport and communica
tions and the development of human resources. Finally, he stressed that his 
Government was committed to African regional integration. 

21. Speaking also in his capacity as the Chairman of the Lusaka-based MULPOC 
Council of Ministers, the representative of Lesotho commended the secretariat 
for pioneering an economic revolution in Africa. What now remained was to 
translate the Lagos Plan of Action into implementable projects, since in the 
last analysis Africa would be judged by actions rather than words. He congrat
ulated the Executive Secretary for his far-sightedness in establishing the 
MULPOCs which were already proving themselves to be effective agents for 
project execution. He referred to the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern 
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and Southern Africa (PTA) as the most important project of the Lusaka 
MULPOC during the past two years. After a series of meetings of the Inter
governmental Negotiating Team, the time had now arrived for a second minis
terial meeting to be held in May 1981. It was hoped that that meeting 
would resolve the last outstanding differences and set the stage for a 
meeting of Heads of State to sign the PTA Treaty in September/October 1981 
so that by the beginning of 1982 the Preferential Trade Area could be 
launched. He then highlighted other activities of the Lusaka-Based MULPOC, 
laying special emphasis on transport and communications, training and the 
role of women in economic development. In general good progress had been 
made, despite a shortage of resources for the MULPOC. He expressed the 
hope that member States would pledge generously during the forthcoming 
Pledging Conference to enable the activities already started in the sub
region to be brought to fruition. 

22. The representative of Liberia explained that the revolution which had 
taken place in his country a year ago illustrated how a Government which 
did not believe in self-reliance and which did not respond to the peoples' 
aspirations would be swept out of power. His Government had already started 
taking concrete steps towards the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action 
and a conference organized by his Government and ECA, bringing together 
Liberian and ECA experts, would be held in October 1981 to consider his 
Government's four-year development plan with regard to the implementation 
of the Lagos Plan of Action. Finally, he urged member States to take advan
tage of the enormous technical expertise that existed within the secretariat. 

23. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya stated that it was not 
completely correct to attribute all the socio-economic problems now facing 
African countries to the oil question alone. It was important to consider 
other factors as well, including the general international economic situa
tion. Moreover, the solution to those economic problems required close eco
nomic co-operation among African countries and the fall control of their 
economies. It was in that context that his Government had been happy to 
adopt the Lagos Plan of Action as it would provide African countries with a 
framework for the effective solution of their socio-economic problems. How
ever, what was crucial was the immediate implementation of the Lagos Plan of 
Action. 

24. The representative of Mali congratulated the ExecutLve Secretary for 
having presented such a full report to the Conference and stated that he 
supported the work programme and priorities of the secretariat in the hope 
that it would remain true to the spirit of the Final Act of Lagos, which 
should be the inspiration at ·all times for all development studies and ~c
tivities. His country supported the programme of work of the Niamey MULPOC 
which had recently been adopted at Freetown. His country was always in the 
vanguard of African unity and remained faithful to the spirit of Lagos. Mali 
would like donor countries and organizations to be less reticent about part
icipating in the implementation of projects. To that end, his delegation 
hoped that the actions of African Governments would be more practical than 
rhetorical and for that purpose Africa must remain'united while bearing in 
mind only th~ practical implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. 
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25. The representative of Morocco stated that 1970 had witnessed a world 
economic slump which had adversely affected African countries. African 
countries had also suffered because they had inherited underdevelopment 
which was characterized by inadequate infrastructure, lack of skilled man
power, technological backwardness, low level of industrialization and agri
cultural output, unemployment, high cost of imports, decreasing export 
earnings, adverse balance of payments and acute food shortages. Interna
tional attempts, at solving those problems, such as negotiations within 
UNCTAD, had not been satisfactory and it was therefore imperative for 
African countries to implement the Lagos Plan of Action urgently. He was 
happy to note that international organizations had recognized the importance 
of the Lagos Plan of Action and were willing to help in its implementation. 
Solidarity among non-aligned countries at global negotiations should also 
help in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. He congratulated 
the secretariat for having organized the Conference of African Ministers of 
Transport and Communications which would assist African countries in the 
development and co-ordination of rational transport and communications system. 
The very day of the opening of the Conference, His Majesty the King of Morocco 
had launched the construction of a railway line linkingMarrakechand Cayourn 
as the contribution of Morocco to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of 
Action. He also referred to the Regional Conference on the Development and 
Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa which had been an important step 
towards the achievement by African countries of control over their mineral 
resources. He proposed that African countries should get together to find 
common solutions to their energy problems. His Government would do all it 
could to support the Tangiers-based MULPOC and hope& that the document to 
be prepared on the implementation of the Lagos Plan o~ Action would assist 
in the economic integration of the region. 

2o. The representative of the Niger informed the meeting that his country 
had already established a national plan for 1982-1983 which incorporated most 
of the priorities contained in the Lagos Plan of Action, including food self
sufficiency. In that plan great emphasis was laid on the development of the 
rural sector which was the buttress of the economy. As the Niger was a land
locked country, the Plan also laid emphasis on the need for improving trans
port and communications. He also stressed the important role of health as a 
contributory factor towards the attainment of the objectives of the Lagos Plan 
of Action and appeald to member States to give unrelenting support to sub
regional and regional economic co-operation institutions. He affirmed that, 
as host of the Niamey MULPOC, his country would spare no effort in giving to 
the MULPOC every support. 

27. The representative of Nigeria informed the meeting that her country gave 
full support to the activities of the secretariat carried out in fulfilment 
of its mandate to assist in the economic development of Africa. She congrat
ulated the secretariat for the part it had played in the formulation of the 
Lagos Plan of Action. She also welcomed the new role of the secretariat as 
an executing agency and hoped that it would soon get over its teething 
troubles. Considering the resource constraints to which the secretariat was 
subject, the latter's role must continue to be that of a catalyst, without 
competing with other competent agencies. It was also necessary for the 
secretariat to select its projects carefully so that it could make the 



- 39 -

greatest possible impact with m1n1mum resources. She warned against the 
proliferation of institutions and said that member States should be offered 
the opportunity to examine carefully any proposals for the establishment of 
new institutions, and when they have decided to join any, to give them their 
support. 

28. Turning to the MULPOCs, she stressed the need for the MULPOCs to avoid 
duplicating the activities of other subregional institutions where they 
already existed. On the biennial report of the Executive Se~retary, she 
expressed concern at the continuing deterioration on socio-economic trends 
in Africa and stated that the solution lay in the realistic implementation 
of the Lagos Plan of Action by each member State. Future reports should 
include an account of efforts being made to implement the Lagos Plan of 
Action at the national level. As far as Nigeria was concerned, steps had 
already been taken to reflect many of the priorities contained in the Lagos 
Plan of Action in the national plan for 1981-1985, which emphasized food and 
agriculture and the satisfaction of basic needs. She also decried the dis
tinction between oil producers and non-oil producers which had been belaboured 
in the secretariat's document on socio-economic conditions in Africa, because 
it tended to create the illusion that oil-producing countries were much better 
off than non-oil producers. She stressed the need to devote a section of the 
report to conditions in oil-producing African countries and to use social 
indicators rather than mere financial aggregates in comparing conditions of 
member States. Finally, she stressed the importance of co-operation between 
ECA and OAU in the implementation and monitoring of the Lagos Plan of Action. 

29. The representative of Rwanda observed that the Conference provided a good 
opportunity to discuss and exchange views on the economic situation of Africa 
and plans for the future. The Lagos Plan of Action provided a means of im
proving the economic and social conditions of the region, but nothing could 
be achieved without co-operation at the regional level. The national plan of 
his Government was directed towards the implementation of the Lagos Plan of 
Action, and he underscored the role which the people themselves could play in 
the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. His country attached great 
importance to economic co-operation with neighbouring countries and, in that 
regard, the Gisenyi-based MULPOC had a positive role to play in the implementa
tion of subregional projects. It was for that reason that the work programme 
of the Gisenyi-based MULPOC for 1981-1983 gave priority to agriculture, re
search, industrial development, energy and human resources. He referred to 
the assistance which the Gisenyi-based MULPOC had given to CEPGL and appealed 
to donors for continued assistance to enable CEPGL to realize its objectives. 

30. The representative of Senegal emphasized that ways must be found to re
solve Africa's unprecedented economic crisis. That crisis had hit the Sahelian 
countries worst of all. The crippling effect of drought on food production 
had been aggravated by serious balance-of-payments deficits as a result of 
rising imports. He referred to the disappointing prospects of obtaining inter
national aid from major donors like OPEC, the World Bank and IMP and stressed 
that the only way out was for Africa to take collective action. He then re
counted some of the measures that his country was taking to alleviate the food 
problem, enphasizing that its agriculture was being developed within the frame
work of co-operation with neighbouring countries. He emphasized the need for 
all United Nations agencies as well as regional and subregional organizations 
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and international organizations assisting African countries, particularly 
in the Sahel, to help Africa to implement the L~gos Plan of Action partic
ularly with regard to the achievement of self sufficiency in food produc
tion. The solution to Africa's problems lay in the genuine interdependence 
in the community of interests between developing and developed countries. 

31. The representative of Togo said that he shared the views expressed by 
the OAU Secretary-General on the need for close co1laboration between OAU 
and ECA in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. rhe urgent need 
to implement the Lagos Plan of Action which offered hope for the future had 
been underscored by the slow progress made in the North-South dialogue and 
delays in defining a New International Economic Order. African countries .could 
prosper for their mutual benefit only through collective self-reliance and 
by pooling their resources. He reviewed the steps being taken by his Govern
ment to implement the Lagos Plan of Action and listed the priority areas 
selected by his country which included the promotion of agricultural produc
tion through water management, reforestation, fertilizer subsidies and agri
cultural aids, the promotion of industrial production through economies of 
scale such as the joint cement plant with Ghana and the Ivory Coast, employ
ment, training of local technical personnel, foreign exchange, savings, con
trol of inflation, improvement of the terms of trade and energy were also 
among the country's major concerns. Finally, he stated that the Lagos Plan 
of Action afforded African countries the opportunity of tackling their common 
economic problems in a concerted manner. 

32. The representative of Tunisia thanked the Executive Secretary for the 
various documents which had been prepared for the Conference and stressed 
that the fulfilment of the development objectives of Africa depended on the 
collective efforts. In that regard he reiterated the importance of the Lagos 
Plan of Action and referred to the positive role which African organizations 
could play in its implementation, pointing out however that the latter required 
that act1on should be taken by member States primarily at the national and re
gional levels. He emphasized the importance of regional co-operation-which 
was an indispensable step towards the economic development of the region and 
stated that ECA could play a catalytic role in that regard. He noted with 
satisfaction the declaration made by the Secretary-General of OAU to the 
effect that a meeting would soon be organized by OAU and the Arab League with 
a view to finding out how the Arab countries could participate in the imple
mentation of the Lagos Plan of Action and expressed the hope that ECA would 
also be involved in the meeting. He also noted with satisfaction the commit
ments made by the Executive Secretary and the Secretary-General of OAU to 
strengthen the co-operation between their two organizations. 

33. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania said that the Con
ference was taking place at a particularly critical juncture in the history 
of Africa and that ways must be found to implement the Lagos Plan of Action. 
In that regard, the role of the OAU and ECA secretariats was crucial and both 
institutions must now devote all their energy to the economic liberation of 
Africa. Likewise each member State must be serious about the implementation 
of programmes and projects for collective self-reliance and self-sustainment. 
Recalling the somber statement made by the observer for the World Food Council 
concerning the grim food situation in Africa (see paragraph 51 below), he 
warned that food had become a weapon which the developed countries could use 
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against African States. It was necessary to ensure that the Lagos Plan of 
Action did not become a mere paper tiger, and member States must give their 
utmost support to regional co-operation programmes and multinational institu
tions for collective self-reliance in line with the spirit of the Lagos Plan 
of Action. The United Republic of Tanzania was fully committed to the Lagos 
Plan of Action, had taken measures aimed at the creation of a more egalitarian 
society and given support to subregional and regional co-operation. 

34. The representative of Zaire pointed out that the Conference was being 
held at a time when African countries were facing a very disturbing socio
economic situation characterized by a shortage of health centres, a high 
mortality rate, low school attendance, limited industrialization, uneven 
distribution of the gross national product, disadvantaged rural areas, pre
carious transport and communications infrastructure and acute food shortages 
aggravated by a population explosion. He also indicated that the slump in 
raw material prices and the increase in the prices of imported goods, partic
ularly oil, had brought about a sharp deterioration of the terms of trade and 
therefore deficits in the balance of payments and increases in the foreign 
debt burden. The situation was appalling for the non-oil-producing countries 
and was due to the survival of economic machinery and structures inherited 
from the colonial era which maintained modes of production which no longer 
reflected African realities. It should not be forgotten that there was a 
lack of systematization and horizontal co-operation at the regional level. 
Africa had tried to put forward solutions to remedy those problems within 
the framework of the North-South dialogue and at other international meetings 
but without any success because the developed world refused to change its 
attitude and understand African problems. Determined to rid the continent 
of underdevelopment, African countries had adopted a regional approach to 
development based on the principles of self-reliance and collective autonomy. 
In the course of the Conference, African countries would, once again, have 
the chance of examining the means to use in order to implement the principle 
of autonomy. In that context, the Lagos Plan of Action was particularly 
significant. The implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action called for the 
political commitment of the African countries and a spirit of continental 
solidarity. African countries should know that the actual development of 
the continent was above all their concern and the birth of subregional eco
nomic groupings was an indication of the need to establish horizontal trade 
links and proof of Africa's awareness of the need for taking collective mcas" 
ures. The people of Africa should therefore have sole responsibility for 
developing their continent; foreign aid should play only a supporting role. 
Already at the opening session of the ECA Conference of Ministers held in 
Kinshasa, Zaire, in 1977, the President of Zaire had declared that he held 
similar ideas to those contained in the Lagos Plan of Action and had proposed 
in particular to make the electric power generated by the Inga dam available 
to African countries. The representative of Zaire stressed the importance 
of the MULPOCs and hoped that African States would provide them with adequate 
human and material resources. Finally, there was need for co-operation between 
the secretariats of ECA and OAU which should work together without respite in 
order to translate the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action into reality. 

35. The representative of Zambia referred to the serious economic situation 
in Africa and said that it was a pity that a continent, so rich in resources 
was still a net importer of food. It was necessary to examine critically 
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how each African country could implement the Lagos Plan of Action by incor
porating it in its national plan. To a large extent, Zambi~ was already 
doing so, putting food self-sufficiency and general agricultural develop
ment at the top of its national priorities. He then outlined the ~ost 
important subregional projects in which Zambia was involved. Of those, the 
most significant was the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for 
Eastern and Southern Africa, which had Zambia's full support. He also re
ferred to the Southern African Development Co~ordination Committee in which 
Zambia played an active role and whose principal aim was the-harmonization 
of plans and projects in the southern African subregion, aimed at reducing 
its dependence on South Africa. He appealed to member States to increase 
the resources of the Lusaka-based MULPOC so as to enable it to implement 
its programme effectively. 

36. The representative of Zimbabwe congratulated the secretariat for having 
prepared the documents on the Lagos Plan of Action and the Monrovia Strategy. 
He stated that because of the horrifying indignity of poverty and economic 
dependence, the tasks of developing African economies should be approached on 
the same footing as a liberation war. It was in that context that the Lagos 
Plan of Action was of direct importance because it called for collective 
action and self-reliance. He paid tribute to OAU and member States for their 
assistance and sacrifice to Zimbabwe during the liberation struggle. He 
stressed that the same spirit should once again be manifested in the libera
tion of Namibia and South Africa. In that regard, the Lagos Plan of Action 
was also of direct significance for the countries of southern Africa in re
ducing the dependence of their economies on that of South Africa; furthermore, 
the countries of southern Africa were already engaged in the implementation 
of the Lagos Plan of Action through the Southern African Development Co
ordination Committee. He appealed for more international aid and technical 
assistance to enable his Government to undertake the task of reconstruction 
and rehabilitation. 

37. ·Statements were also made by observers for the following States Members 
of the United Nations not members of the Commission: France, India, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America. 

38. The observer tor France described the Lagos Plan of Action as ambitious 
but realistic. His country would incorporate its main ideas in itw own policy 
towards assistance to Africa. He was particularly impressed by its underlying 
concept of collective self-reliance. He cited his country's association with 
various ECA projects, saying that such co-operation would continue. He empha
sized that the economic crisis in Africa was part of a crisis that faced the 
whole world and that to solve it was a matter that required world solidarity. 
Although it was a main contributor, the energy problem was by no means the 
only cause of the crisis, which was partly a political phenomenon. There was 
no need to point an accusing finger at anyone; what was important was for 
different countries to pull together. It was his country's intention to 
maintain its traditional links with African countries. It was partly in mani• 
festation of that interest that France had agreed to host the forthcoming con
ference on the least developed countries. 
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39. The observer for India referred to his country's involvement in several 
multinational co-operation programmes in Africa. He pledged his country's 
solidarity with Africa in implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. He re
called the Executive Secretary's visit to India two years previously, when 
several fields of co-operation had been explored. As a gesture of solidarity 
with African countries, his country had contributed 5 million rupees to the 
United Nations Trust Fund for African Development thus becoming the first 
non-African developing country to do so. He recounted at length many dif
ferent areas of activities in which Indian equipment and expertise could be 
utilized by African countries for mutual co-operation. He considered TCDC 
to be an important corner-stone in the construction of the new international 
economic order. As further evidence of India's determination to seek co
operation with African countries, his country had applied for membership of 
the African Development Fund as well as the African Development Bank. 

40. The observer for the USSR stated that, despite the resolution of the 
sixth special session of the General Assembly on the establishment of the 
new international economic order, the economic condition of developing coun
tries had continued to deteriorate. That was largely due to the existence 
of an unfavourable international environment. The USSR continued to play 
its part in the maintenance of detente and international peace and security, 
especially by keeping the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, which was necess
ary for Africa's economic development. With the independence of Zimbabwe 
and the prospective liberation of Namibia, he was glad to see that the age 
of colonialism was approaching its end. He lauded the Lagos Plan of Action 
for being internally-oriented in order to utilize to the full the indigenous 
resources and capabilities of African countries themselves. The Socialist 
countries would continue, as in the past, to co-operate with African coun
tries in their development efforts. He ended by recounting a number of dif
ferent projects in the execution of which his country had been co-operating 
with many African States. 

41. The observer for the United States of America stated that her Government 
was keenly aware of the economic hardships and challenges facing African 
countries and recognized the importance of the Lagos Plan of Action, the 
development of water resources and transport and communications, energy and 
the development of human resources all of which were vital to the successful 
transformation of the economies of African countries. She assured the Con
ference that, while her Government intended to limit its expenditure on aid 
in order to revitalize its own economy, economic assistance to developing 
countries would continue to be an essential component in her Government's 
foreign policy. She referred to the ways in which her Government had recently 
manifested its concern for the economic and social welfare of African countries 
and the steps which it planned to take in order to assist in the economic and 
social development of the region and to encourage economic co-operation among 
African countries. 

42. Representatives of the following United Nations department~ bodies and 
agencies made statements in the general debate: the United Nations Department 
of Technical Co-operation for Development, UNSO, the United Nations Centre 
for Science and Technology, UNIDO, UNDP, WFC, FAO, ICAO and WIPO. 
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43. The Under-Secretary-General, Department of Technical Co-operation for 
Development, United Nations, observed that, in the absence of agreements at 
the global level to introduce changes in present international economic 
relations, the Conference took on a new dimension as it offered a unique 
opportunity for African countries to review and adopt programmes aimed at 
giving new direction and impetus to development. He said that the Lagos 
Plan of Action was an important document because it called upon African 
countries to mobilize both human and material resources for development and 
spelled out the need for increased sovereignty over natural resources. 
Africa was rich in natural resources. However, although major steps had 
been taken in the field of irrigation, only a small part of the Africa's 
total water resources was being used productively, and about two thirds of 
its population did not even have safe drinking water. The failure to integ
rate energy into the over-all African national development plans constituted 
a further constraint to, economic development. The Lagos Plan of Action envi
saged an important role for the public sector in its implementation and it 
was therefore necessary to reform administrative structures, strengthen 
management and streamline public enterprises. The Department of Techniaal 
Co-operation for Development was the principal arm through which the United 
Nations Secretariat implemented technical co-operation activities. The 
Department's main activities were concentrated in Africa, with over 500 
projects receiving assistance amounting to approximately $US ~0 million. 
The least developed African countries continued to receive the special atten
tion of the Department. In compliance with General Assembly resolution 32/197, 
his Department co-operated with ECA in the implementation of regional projects. 

44. The representative of UNSO recalled that UNSO had been established to 
assist the countries of the Sahel members of CILSS, to redress the effects 
of drought and in 1978 UNSO's responsibility had been enlarged to include 
the provision of assistance to the countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region 
in the implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification. UNSO 
had assisted in the preparation of the Lagos Plan of Action and was willing 
to assist in its implementation within the context of its mandate. Already 
UNSO's assistance to the countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region in the 
implementation of projects and programmes in the fields of transport, energy, 
forestry, livestock,etc. was complementary to the activities of the secret
ariat in those fields. In particular he drew attention to the UNSO priority 
feeder road construction and improvement programme in the Sahel which was 
consistent with the objectives of the United Nations Transport and Communica
tions Decade in Africa. To conclude, he said ECA and UNSO had already agreed 
on the details of an accord for co-operation. 

45. The Assistant Secretary-General, United Nations Centre for Science and 
Technology, said that the Lagos Plan of Action called upon African countries 
to put science and technology to the service of develupment by reinforcing 
autonomous capacity, which was the fundamental directive of the Vienna Con
ference. He stressed that there was need to translate the principles adopted 
and agreements reached at the Conference into concrete programmes. For that 
purpose, the operational plan for the Implementation of the Vienna Programme 
of Action, now before the Conference for consideration, would be submitted 
to the intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development 
at its third session for review and adoption. The plan purported to offer 
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a framework containing specific proposals for action which member States 
could resort to in charting their activities in the field of science and 
technology. The action proposals contained therein closely adhered to the 
various programmes adopted by the African region and, most particularly, 
the Lagos Programme of Action. 

46. The representative of UNIDO said the Executive Director of UNIDO at
tached particular importance to the work of ECA for it was through a better 
understanding of that work that ECA and UNIDO could strengthen their co
operation and co-ordinate their efforts to serve member States more effect
ively. Consequently, UNIDO had attended all ECA Conferences of Ministers 
and had been able to observe the impressive efforts ECA had made in re
orienting the work of the secretariat towards operational activities cov-
ering the entire socio-economic spectrum, particularly within the frame-
work of the MULPOCs. In the field of industry UNIDO/ECA co-operation had 
been pursued under the aegis of the biennial Conferences of African Minis-
ters of Industry which were sponsored by OAU, ECA and UNIDO. Those confer
ences had played a significant role in strengthening OAU/ECA/UNIDO co-opera
tion and in creating regional programmes and institutions for promoting re
gional industrial co-operation. The Lagos Plan of Action, which had given 
industry second priority after agriculture, had widened and deepened the 
scope of ECA/UNIDO co-operation as well as co-operation with other organiza
tions in the United Nations system. Consequently, UNIDO had been guided py 
the Lagos Plan of Action in preparing projects for the forthcoming UNDP third 
regional programme cycle for Africa. He then gave an account of the assistance 
which his organization was giving to member States. 

47. He drew attention to the New Delhi Declaration and Plan of Action on 
Industrialization of Developing Countries and International Co-operation for 
their Industrial Development which had been endorsed by the Industrial Develop
ment Board at its fourteenth session in May 1980 and by the General Assembly 
at its thirty-fifth session. He also drew attention to General Assembly re
solution 35/66 which had declared the 1980s to be the Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa and which had also called upon ECA and UNIDO, in close co
operation with OAU, to formulate proposals to implement the Decade programme 
and to monitor progress. Discussions were accordingly in progress among OAU, 
ECA and UNIDO to determine the best ways in which African countries could be 
assisted to implement the Decade and a joint plan of actipn prepared by the 
three organizations would be submitted to the Conference of African Ministers 
of Industry to be held in November 1981 for consideration and action. UNIDO 
would play its part fully in implementing the Lagos Plan of Action and in 
ensuring that it did so in full co-operation with ECA and OAU. 

48. The UNDP Assistant Administrator and Regional Director for Africa ex
pressed concern about the economic condition of the continent and said that 
the African region had been affected by disasters and difficulties. It was 
a continent that contained the largest number of least developed and land
locked countries, the largest number of refugees and the largest number of 
drought-stricken countries. The scourge of those difficulties would have 
lasting effe~t on future generations, as thousands of children were among 
those most affected. The refugee problem had reached an alarming proportion 
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and an international conference had been convened to consider the need for 
increased assistance. The solutions to those problems lay in national and 
collective efforts, and it was for that reason that the Lagos Plan of Action 
and the Monrovia Declaration were of such importance. 

49. At the meeting of the OAU Council of Ministers which had preceded the 
second extraordinary Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU, he 
had outlined areas where Africa required urgent action. Those areas included 
organization and reorientation of development, and more particularly the 
democratization of national development; self-sufficiency in food; self
sufficiency in energy; development financing; transport and communications; 
development and utilization of science and technology; and technical co
operation among developing countries. To that list, in view of the aggrava
tion of drought conditions in Africa, should be added the protection of the 
African environment against desertification. However he singled out three 
areas that were most critical for future development: self-sufficiency in 
energy, the financing of Africa's development and the protection of the 
African environment against desertification. With regard to energy, he 
stressed the importance of intra-African co-operation in that field and of 
the establishment of the Energy Commission referred to in the Lagos Plan of 
Action. On the development financing, there was need to adjust the develop
ment strategies of African countries and to utilize the human resources of 
Africa to the full. In addition it was imperative to exercise strict control 
over the utilization of both domestic and external resources. He underscored 
the importance of control by calling attention to the practice of Western 
investors of overcharging for goods and services and said that UNDP had been 
able to save one African country from being overcharged $US 20 million. He 
called on member States to scrutinize contract proposals submitted to them 
by their commercial partners and announced that UNDP was ready to assist any 
member State in that respect. On the protection of the African environment 
from desertification, he referred to the various conferences which had already 
been held on the problem of desertification, and said that during 1982-1986 
UNDP would undertake projects related to the protection and rehabilitation 
of the African environment. 

50. He also referred to future co-operation between Africa and UNDP and said 
that about 80 per cent of UNDP resources for the year 1982-1986 would be allo
cated to the countries whose per capita income was less than $US 500. Atten
tion would also be paid to regional programmes in Africa and to technical co
operation among African countries. With regard to the implementation of the 
Lagos Plan of Action he referred to the inter-agency meeting to be convened 
by OAU in April 1981 to examine possible collaboration among specialized 
agencies in the implementation of subregional and regional projects. UNDP 
intended to finance subregional and regional projects during the period. 
Finally, he stated that co-operation between ECA and.UNDP had improved si
gnificantly, and thanked the Executive Secretary for that development. He 
looked forward to even closer collaboration so that the Lagos Plan of Action 
could be effectively implemented. 

51. The representative of the World Food Council stated that the great 
humanitarian concept of a world without hunger envisioned in the 1974 World 
Food Conference Universal Declaration still remained a dream in Africa. 
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With up-to-date figures he demonstrated that Africa of all the regions of 
the world suffered the most serious food problems. The majority of the 
world's food-deficit countries were in Africa and Africa's share of hungry 
people in the world was the greatest. Natural and man-made disasters had 
compounded the African food problem, turning the situation into an outright 
crisis. Some 28 African countries comprising about 50 per cent of the con
tinent's population were on the verge of famine and could not continue with
out increased food aid on an emergency basis. Thus the cost of the food 
problem in economic and human terms meant swelling import bills, depletion 
of foreign exchange, postponement or scrapping of vital natural development 
programmes and a growing dependence on imported food-stuffs. He concluded 
by outlining programmes being undertaken by his organization in conformity 
with the Lagos Plan of Action •• They included a special "Food Window" which 
his organization had proposed jointly with FAO to IMP for the provision of 
balance-of-payments support to food-deficit countries experiencing rising 
food import bills; national food strategies aimed at increasing resources 
for more food production, improving consumption and distribution and strength
ening food security; the conclusion of a new Food Aid Convention which guar
anteed 7.6 million tons of food aid on a permanent and replenishable basis; 
and a number of proposals aimed at highlighting the food issue in inter
national forums and at creating a viable system of world food security. 

52. The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) re
ferred to the acute food problem facing the African region and stated that 
it was n~cessary for African Governments to effect political and institu
tional changes including the mobilization of human resources in order to 
bring about an effective agricultural revolution in Africa. He noted with 
satisfaction that Africa had adopted the Lagos Plan of Action at the beginn
ing of the Third United Nations Development Oecade, and that would enable 
the various United Nations agencies to participate in the implementation of 
the Plan. FAO had collaborated with the secretariat in the preparation of 
the Lagos Plan of Action and it would continue that collaboration during the 
implementation of the Plan; in that regard FAO had p~epared a document on 
the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. FAO would also participate 
at the forthcoming Interagency meeting to be held in Addis Ababa in April 
1981 to work out areas of co-operation and collaboration with other United 
Nations agencies in providing assistance to the secretariat in the implementa
tion of its subregional and regional projects. 

53. The representative of the International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO), assured the Conference that his organization would co-operate with 
ECA in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, and the programme of 
the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. He also 
described the steps ICAO was taking to promote efficient communications 
between adjacent air traffic control centres and between pilots and ground 
stations in Africa. In its attempt to provide comprehensive and effective 
coverage of its activities in the Africa region, ICAO would establish a 
second regional office in East Africa to serve Eastern and Southern African 
States. 

54. The representative of WIPO drew attention to General Assembly resolu
tion 35/64 on special measures for the social and economic development of 
Africa in the 1980s which revealed the determination of all organizations 
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in the United Nations system to help to achieve the objectives .of the Lagos 
Plan of Action; and to paragraph 154 of the Lagos Plan of Action which, in 
recognizing that the lack of information was one of the most serious obsta
cles to the selection, acquisition and use of appropriate technology options, 
prescribed the establishment of machinery to assess and promote the acquisi
tion and dissemination of relevant information. WIPO was co-operating with 
some African Governments in the projects directly related to that problem. 
One of those projects concerned the Industrial Property Organization for 
English-speaking Africa, with ECA and WIPO acting jointly as its interim 
secretariat. WTPO would continue to help African Governments to reinforce 
their indigenous technological capacities by strengthening their intellec
tual property infrastructures at the national and regional levels and estab
lishing links between those infrastructures and the relevant development 
sectors such as industry, research and development and human resources. 

55. Observers for the following intergovernmental organizations then made 
statements: the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee, the African 
Development Bank, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and UDEAC. 

56. The observer for the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee onthe 
Integration of Women in Development drew attention to the fact that ECA was 
the only regional commission which had established institutions for the 
~ntegration of women in development. The Co-ordinating Committee had adopted 
a programme and strategies for 1980-1985 for the development of women which, 
after receiving the approval of the Conference of Ministers, had finally 
been incorporated into the Lagos Plan of Action. That programme and strat
egies had also been submitted to the secretariat of the World Conference for 
the United Nations Decade for Women held at Copenhagen as the input of the 
African region. 

57. The Co-ordinating Committee had recently held its second meeting in 
Addis Ababa in order to consolidate its achievements. The second meeting 
of the Co-ordinating Committee had also adopted a number of resolutions con
tained in its report relating to the mobilization of resources for the integ
ration of women in development at the national, subregional and regional 
levels, the participation of women in the formulation of national develop
ment plans, projects designed to benefit rural women and data collection and 
the dissemination of information. She stressed that the issue of resources 
for the implementation of women's programmes was a most critical one. The 
Co-ordinating Committee had been made aware of the reluctance of several 
donors to continue their assistance to the African Training and Research 
Centre for Women (ATRCW) unless their assistance was matched by funds from 
the regular budget of ECA. UNDP, however, had been particularly generous 
in providing support for the MULPOC programmes relating to the integration 
of women in development. However, the time had come when the Governments of 
member States should themselves undertake the major responsibility of financ
ing women's programme, and in that regard the Co-ordinating Committee had 
submitted a resolution for the consideration of the Conference urging African 
countries to make specific pledges to the United Nations Trust Fund for 
African Development for the implementation of the priority women's programme. 
Turning to the insecure tenure of the staff of ATRCW, she recalled that a 
call had been made two years previously for the professional status of the 
women staff of ATRCW to be improved and for regular budget posts to be 
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provided for them. It was regrettable to note that the women staff of ATRCW 
still occupied relatively low professional positions and were almost exclu
sively funded from extrabudgetary sources. She urged the Executive Secretary 
to intensify his efforts to change the present situation. The last problem 
she referred to was the fact that it had not been possible to convene a 
meeting of a North African MULPOC so as to obtain official approval for the 
women's programme for that subregion. Until such a meeting could be held, 
she wanted the Conference to authorize the Executive Secretary to proceed 
with the implementation of practical programmes for the integration of women 
in development for the North African subregion. 

58. The observer for ADB said that as an African institution ADB was fully 
committed to the ideals of the Lagos Plan of Action and was determined to 
contribute to its implementation. For that purpose, the lending policies 
of ADB would continue to favour food production, labour intensive small
scale industries, manpower training and improvement of transport and commu
nication networks among African countries, with particular attention to the 
least developed and land-locked States. At the end of 1980 the cumulative 
lending of ADB, the African Development Fund (ADF) and the Nigerian Trust 
Fund (NTF) to member States had amounted to $US 2.5 billion. That amount, 
although large, did not amount to 10 per cent of the development needs of 
the recipient member States. Constant dialogue between ECA and ADB had led 
to the implementation of a co-operative programme aimed at financing and 
carrying out pre-investment studies on transport and communications. As a 
gesture of continued support of the activities of ECA, ADB had agreed to 
host a conference of chief executives of ECA-sponsored institutions in 
Abidjan in December 1981. ABD would, if its Board of Directors approved, 
support the Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS) to the 
tune of $US 1 million during the period 1980-1989 because it believed in the 
vital role of PADIS. ADB was also considering launching the project "Shelter 
Afrique" in 1982 to deal with Africa's urgent and long-neglected housing 
needs, especially for the low-income groups. He finally reiterated that 
ADB would play its full part in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of 
Action and would continue to mobilize the necessary financial resources, 
both concessional and non-concessional, which would enable it to play its 
part in Africa's quest for economic self-reliance. 

59. The observer for the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance pointed out 
that the CMEA was rendering economic and technical assistance to the African 
countries, and that its assistance in setting up industrial production in 
Africa accounted for 70 per ~ent of all the assistance it provided for the 
African region. There were 22,189 experts from CMEA member countries working 
in 43 African countries, and a total of 19,304 Africans were undergoing train
ing within CMEA member countries. He expressed satisfaction at the growing 
co-operation between CMEA and ECA through organized seminars and visits. He 
expressed the hope that the current session would find positive solutions to 
the many problems that faced African countries in the task of economic devel
opment and thus lay a foundation for detente and peaceful co-existence within 
the international framework. 

60. The representative of UDEAC stressed the importance of the current ses
sion and said that it was being held at a time when Africa was undergoing a 
serious economic crisis. It was for that reason that the launching of the 
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Lagos Plan of Action which was based on the principle of collective self
reliance and aimed at reinforcing African economic integration was a welcome 
development. He noted that the implementation of that objective would start 
at subregional level; for Central Africa a concrete step had already been 
taken with the establishment of UDEAC several years ago. He referred to the 
objectives of UDEAC which were inter alia the elimination of trade barriers 
in inter-State trade, the equitable distribution of the industrial projects, 
the co-ordination of development programmes, and the promotion of integra
tion process which was characterized by close customs co-operation and the 
harmonization of investment codes. In order to strengthen the co-operation 
within the Central African subregion, measures had already been taken to 
strengthen the close co-operation between the Yaounde MULPOC and UDEAC, such 
as the signing of an agreement on co-operation between the two. 

Social implications of the Lagos Plan of Action: Report and recommendations 
of th~ third Conference of African Minis~ers of Social Affairs litem 10) 

- 61. The representative of the secretariat introduced the report of the third 
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs, which had taken place in 
Addis Ababa in October 1980 (E/CN.l4/785), and said that sessions of the 
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs were normally held biennially, 
under the joint auspices of OAU and ECA. Those sessions provided an oppor
tunity for a critical review of African social trends and significant social 
problems as they related to development in the region with a view to assessing 
their implications on official policy and action by national Governments. The 
third Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs had considered, inter 
alia, the programme of activities and budget of the African Centre for Applied 
Research and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD) for 1981-1982; the scale 
of assessment of contributions by members to the budget of ACARTSOD; and the 
appointment of an Executive Director and the designation of the members of the 
Governing Board of ACARTSOD. The third Conference had also discussed the ways 
of observing the International Year of Disabled Persons (IYDP), which had been 
proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 31/123, in the African region. 

62. The representative of the secretariat then explained that two regional 
meetings had been jointly organized by OAU and ECA, with a view to preparing 
African Governments for the observance of IYDP. Those preparatory meetings, 
which had taken place in Addis Ababa in October 1980, had succeeded in elaborat
ing and recommending various national and regional measures which would assist 
in the development of action-oriented plans towards the attainment of the 
objectives of IYDP. The conclusions and recommendations of those meetings had 
been reviewed by the third Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs 
and duly incorporated in two draft resolutiansbefore the Conference /see re-
solutions 410(XVI) and 411 (XVI) in chapter IV below/. -

63. However, by far the most significant accomplishment of the third Conference 
of African Ministers of Social Affairs was its detailed analysis and elaboration 
of the social implications of the Lagos Plan of Action. He then explained the 
International Development Strategy for the United Nations Development Decade had 
emphasized the importance of extending and strengthening the basic social 
services as health, nutrition, water, sanitation and education which would help 
to reduce income inequalities and, above all, enhance the capacity of society 
for economic and social progress. The International Development Strategy had 
also given due recognition to social justice as a precondition to balanced 
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development in which the full and effective participation of the entire popula
tion in the development process must be ensured. All those developments were 
consistent with the Monrovia Strategy and with the Lagos Plan of Action and the 
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs had stressed the importance 
of mobilizing all available human resources in the implementation of the Lagos 
Plan of Action. 

64. The representative of the secretariat then drew attention to the compre
hensive list of recommended measures addressed to member States by the third 
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs concerning the social context 
within which the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action must be considered. 
Those recommendations appeared on pages 6 to 19 of the report (E/CN.l4/l85) and 
covered measures to improve the demographic and health situation, the quality of 
human resources and the status of women and opportunities for their participa
tion in national development efforts; measures to deal with problems of youth 
unemployment, refugees and displaced persons; social policy measures to be 
taken to counter adverse social consequences that might arise out of the imple
mentation of the Lagos Plan of Action; measures to maximize social benefits; 
and international co-operation in social development. The various measures 
recommended had been incorporated into one comprehensive resolution for the 
consideration of the Conference ;see resolution 423(XVI) in chapter IV below/. - -
65~ In the discussions that followed, one participant observed that the report 
(E/CN.l4/785) had not dealt with the problems of the difficult living conditions 
of African immigrants to Europe and proposed that social policies evolved-under 
the Lagos Plan of Action should take account of the welfare of such immigrants. 

66# The Conference then endorsed the report and resolutions contained therein. 

The United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa: Progress 
report by the Conference of Ministers of Transport and Communications (item 11) 

67. Before introducing the report of the second meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning, the representative of the 
secretariat recalled the purpose of the Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa and resolution 39l(XV) adopted by the Conference of Ministers in April 
1980. With respect to the second meeting of the Conference of Ministers of 
Transport, Communications and Planning held at Addis Ababa in March 1981, he 
pointed out that that conference had provided an opportunity for taking stock 
of progress made in the implementation of the programme of the Decade and 
giving the Decade a new orientation in line with the global strategy defined 
in volume I of the Decade document. In preparation for that Conference of 
Ministers, the fourth meeting of the Interagency Co-ordinating Committee of 
the Decade had been held on 9 and 10 March 1981 and a meeting of intergovern
mental experts from African countries from 9 to 15 March 1981. The representa
tive of the secretariat read out the agendas of those preliminary meetings and 
summarized the issues discussed and the positions which had emerged from the 
discussions which emphasized inter alia, the implementation of the programme 
of the Decade, the search for additional funding, the updating of the first 
phase of the programme of the Decade and the preparation of the second phase 
of that programme (1984-1988). 

68. He then referred to statements made by the Deputy Executive Secretary of 
ECOWAS stressing how i~portant it was to count on subregional organizations in 
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Africa for the implementation of the programme of the Decade, and by the 
representative of ADB who had stated that his organization had agreed to act 
as leader in the mobilization of financing for the programme of the Decade. He 
also ~eferred to a communique received from Morocco on the project relating 
to a permanent intercontinental link between Africa and Europe. He drew 
attention to the resolutions which the second meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning had adopted which entrusted 
the secretariat with greater functions and thus with more work. Although UNDP 
had provided finance for activities related to the implementation of the 
Decade, those resources were clearly inadequate in view of the magnitude of 
the undertaking and of the role entrusted to the secretariat. Finally, he 
called upon the representative of Senegal to introduce a draft resolution on 
the implementation of the Decade. 

69. During the discussion that followed, some delegations proposed amendments 
to the draft resolution and requested clarifications. After the representative 
of the secretariat had given the necessary clarifications. the resolution was 
adopted as amended /see resolution 422 LXVI) in chapter IV below?. - -
Report and recouanendati.ons of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole (item 12) 

70· The Chairman of the second meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the Whole introduced the report and recommendations of the second meeting of 
the Committee. 

7~ The Conference then adopted the report of the Committee (E/CN.l4/813 -
E/CN.l4/1'PCW/II/28) together with the draft resolutions which the Committee 
had recommended for adoption (see draft resolutions A to D in chapter I above 
and resolutions 403(XVI) to 409(XVI) and 412(XVI) to 42l(XVI) in chapter IV 
below). 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: Pledges of financial 
contributions by member States fot· the 1982-1983 biennium (item 13) 

12.. The following documents were submitted to the third Pledging Conference 
of African Government Plenipotentiaries: United Nations Trust Fund for African 
Development - Progress report of pledges and payments by member States, project 
implementation and expenditures, 1977-1980 (E/CN.l~/791); and United Nations 
Trust Fund for African Development, third Pledging Conference, Resources 
required for the 1982-1983 biennium (E/CN.l4/796). In introducing the docu1nents, 
the Executive Secretary expressed satisfaction at the support that member States 
had given to the first Pledging Conference for 1977/1979 and to the second 
Pledging Conference for 1979/1981. That demonstrated the importance African 
Governments attached to self-reliance. The spirit of self-reliance would 
encourage other donors to contribute to the Trust Fund (UNTFAD). 
Indeed one non-African developing country, India, had also contributed to 
UNTFAD. The gap between available and required resources to implement approved 
projects for 1982-1983 amounted to $US 6 million. He therefore appealed to 
member States to fill that gap at the present Conference. Countries which had not 
paid should do so and those that had never pledged should also pledge on the 
present occasion. The Chairman drew attention to Conference of Ministers 
resolution 288(XIII) which had called upon the Executive Secretary to convene 
pledging conferences every two years for plenipotentiaries of African 
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Governments and representatives of African financial organizations to replenish 
the Trust Fund. 

73. In making their pledges several representatives expressed support for the 
Lagos Plan of Action, ECA and its activities and stated that, in spite of 
difficulties arising from adverse economic circumstances, inflation;draught, 
wars and revolutions, they would continue to make contributions to the Fund. 

74· The representative of Algeria said that his country had already paid its 
pledge. Projects for which the money was to be used which would include PADIS, 
were being worked out with the secretariat and requirements could exceed what 
had already been pledged. 

75. The representative of Benin recalled that his country had been committed to 
the African revolution since 1972. He stressed that one of the guiding 
principles of that revolution was that Benin should rely first of all on its 
own resources for its economic and social development. It was because of its 
conviction that such a principle needed to be adopted on a continent-wide 
basis that Benin had always contributed to the United Nations Trust Fund for 
African Development. Thus in 1978 Benin had contributed $U~ 40,000, paid in 
full. For the fiscal year 1982/83, although his country strongly supported 
the Trust Fund, it would contribute the sum of $US 5,000 because of the eco
nomic difficulties which it had experienced following the imperialist aggres
sion of 16 January 1977 and unfavourable climatic conditions. The contribu
tion should be used for projects relating to: (a) human settlements; (b) human 
resources planning; and (c) the Pan-African Documentation and Information 
System (PADIS). 

76. The representative of Botswana said that his Government had already paid 
in $US 10,000 for 1982-1983. He pledged an additional sum of $US 15,000, 
making a total of $US 25,000. Of that amount his Government wished $US 10,000 
to be used for Lusaka MULPOC projects, $US 3,000 to be used for projects on the 
integration of women in development and the balance of $US 12,000 to be used 
by ECA for the general development of Africa. 

77. The representative of Burundi pledged $US 20,000. Part of that money 
should be used to support the work of the Gisenyi MULPOC. 

78. The representative ~f the Congo pledged $US 40,000 to be used for agri
cultural and mineral research, the development of minera~resources, sub
regional integration and transport and communication as well as the women's 
project. All those projects were inconformity with the work programme of the 
Yaounde MULPOC and that of UDEAC. 

79, The representative of Egypt stated that, in addition to the establishment 
of the $US 5 million Egyptian Aid Fund which had been announced in Lagos in 
1980, a draft agreement between his Government and the Pan-African Documenta
tion and Information Centre (PADIS) for the purpose of strengthening the 
Information and Documentation Centre in Cairo was under consideration. If 
that draft agreement was approved, the contribution in kind to b~ provided by 
the Egyptian Government would be in the order of $US 920,000. 

80. 1'he representative of Ethiopia said that his Government had supported 
ECA since its establishment. It had donated Africa Hall and the land on wh1ch 
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the new extensions to the ECA secretariat now stood. His Government had also 
furnished the Ethiopia Lounge in the new extension. PADIS would also be given 
l~nd valued at $US 1,200,000. He recalled that at the first pledging conference 
h1s country had pledged and fully paid $US 73,280 at a time when it was in a 
state of war. Today, Ethiopia still faced the problem of the resettlement of 
persons displaced by the war of aggression and drought. His country, like all 
other least developed countries was seriously affected by international eco
nomic malaise. However, he was authorized to pledge 30,000 Birr, payable in 
local currency, for projects to be agreed with the secretariat at a later date. 

81. The representative of Gabon said that his Government had pledged $US 70,000 
for the last biennium; that sum had however not been paid and steps•were being 
taken to pay. Since Gabon had already made a commitment to increase its con
tributions to UNDP for the development of Africa, he would pledge $US 40,000 
for 1982-1983. 

82. The representative of the Gambia said that his country had pled~ed and 
paid $US 5,000 for the previous biennium but that it had not yet been informed 
by ECA whether the money had been received or not. He asked the secretariat to 
confirm to his Government in writing whether the money had been received or not. 
He stated, however, that he had no mandate to pledge on the present occasion 
but he would communicate the decision of his Government to ECA at a later date. 

83·. The representative of Guinea said his country stood for the success of 
the African economic revolution and since UNTFAD had an important part to play 
in advancing that cause, it would pledge $US 30,000 for 1982-1983. 

8~ The representative of Guinea-Bissau said that the difficulties of his 
country were w~ll known but he would pledge 35,000 pesos in local currency. 

85.. The representative of Kenya pledged $US 70,000 and said that he trusted 
the Executive Secretary to allocate the money to the best advantage of the 
region. 

86. The representative of Lesotho said that his country had pledged $US 7,000 
during the last biennium but that it would now increase that amount to $US 8,000 
and that the additional $US 1,000 should be used for women's projects. 

87. The representative of Liberia pledged $US 20,voo. 

88 • The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya said his country was co
operating with individual African countries in various ways, including the 
grant of loans as its contribution to the rebirth of Africa. His Government 
also supported the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social 
Development (ACARTSOD) at Tripoli to the tune of $US.300,000 annually. For 
the 1982-1983 biennium his Government pledged $US 200,000 to UNTFAD, and it 
would inform to ECA on which projects the money should be spent. 

89.. The representative of Mali said that his Government had pledged $US 25,000 
for the last biennium and that that amount would be transferred to ECA shortly. He 
then pledged $US 25,000 for 1982-1983 for projects to be communicated to ECA 
later. 
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90. The representative of Morocco said that of the $US 500,000 pledged at the 
last Conference, his Government had paid $US 200,000 and would pay the balance 
of $US 300,000 shortly. He pledged $US 500,000 for 1982-1983 for subregional 
and regional projects, the Tangiers MULPOC, the African Institute tor Enterprise 
Management of Tangiers, PADIS, assistance to land-locked States and research. 

91. The representative of Nigeria said that Africa was the centre piece of 
Nigerian foreign policy. Nigeria had co-operation agreements with several 
African countries. lt had established the $US 80 million Nigerian Trust Fund 
within ADB to be used towards the development of Africa. The Fund had been 
replenished recently. The money Nigeria l}ad pledged in the past had been used 
to promote chemical industries, metal and engineering industries, trade in food 
and livestock, the Institute for Higher Training and Research, the Centre for 
Manufacturing and Design, mineral resources research, etc. Thirteen projects 
contained in ECA documents would be examined carefully to see which ones Nigeria 
would finance. Projects relating to women deserved far more support than they 
had received hitherto, and it was Nigeria's wish that those projects should be 
given proper attention in future. For the 1982-1983 biennium she pledged 
$US 200,000 to be paid in two equal instalments, stating that some of it should 
be used for women's projects. 

92. The representative of Rwanda pledged ~US 15,000, 70 per cent of which 
should be used for Gisenyi MULPOC projects. 

9~. The representative of Senegal recalled his country's standing commitment 
to\the cause of African development and stated that Senegal had pledged 
~US 200,000 at the last Pledging Conference. Of that amount, ~US 52,000 had 
already been paid, while $US 148,000 was outstanding. Stressing the particu
larly~ifficult economic conditions in Senegal which were the result of ten 
years of drought, the unusual drop in groundnut production and the burden 
imposed by oil bills, he informed the Conference of an economic and financial 
recovery plan which his Government was now implementing. The plan had effected 
a considerable reduction in the State budget. Consequently, Senegal would make 
no pledge for 1982-1983, but would make all efforts to pay the $US 148,000 
already pledged in two instalments. 

94. The representative of Sierra Leone pledged $US 30,000. 

95. The representative of Somalia, who was attending a pledging conference 
for the first time, pledged $US SO,OOO to be used in accordance with an agree
ment the Government would reach with ECA at a later date. 

96. The representative of Togo pledged $US 10,000 to be used for transport 
and communications projects in the Niamey MULPOC subregion. 

97. The representative of the United Republic of Cameroon said his Government 
would communicate its pledge to the ECA secretariat and that it wished the money 
pledged to be used to support the work programme of the Yaounde MULPOC. 

98. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania said that his 
Government was committed to the ideals of UNTFAD since it was a concrete 
demonstration of the belief that Africa should be developed by Africans them
selves. Hence at the last pledging conference it had pledged $US 750,000. 
That money had not been fully paid but this Government would honour its pledge 
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as soon as possible. He felt that voluntary pledges were not enough to develop 
Africa. What was needed was for a consistent mechanism or criteria to be 
developed to establish the amount that each country should contribute to the 
Fund periodically. That would show the seriousness of AfriGan Governments. 
For the 1982-1983 biennium he pledged $US 50,000 to be used mainly to suppor~ 
the East African Mineral Resources Development Centre, and also for projects 
in rural development and human settlements. 

99. The representative of Zaire recalled that the Tesolution by which the 
African Trust Fund had bP.en establi~nP.d had been adopted in 1977 at the 
thirteenth session of the Commission which had been held at Kinshasa. Since 
then, Zaire had based itself on the principle that self-reliance was better 
than relying on others and, notwithstanding the very real economic difficulties 
it had experienced during the years 1979/80 and 1980/81, it had felt that 
it could not renege on the commitments it had made in the name of African 
solidarity and had pledged regularly even during a period when its economic 
situation had been particularly difficult. His country had already paid up a 
substantial portion of all the pledges it had made in the past and the compe
tent authorities in his country had made all the necessary arrangements to 
make good the balance dS soon as possible. With regard to its contribution 
for the 1982-1983 biennium, at a time when Africa was talking about the implemen
tation of the Lagos Plan of Action, Zaire was more than ever convinced that 
Africa should spare no effort to make extra sacrifices in line with the develop
ment objectives the continent had set for itself. In conclusion, despite his 
country'~ economic difficulties, he had been instructed on behalf of Zaire, to 
pledge the amount of $US 250,000 to the African Trust Fund, half of which, or 
$US 125 000 was to be earmarked for the following: PAD IS projects, subregional 
projects to be implemented within the framework of the Gisenyi MULPOC, particu
larly energy projects, and those relating to the integration of women in the 
economic development of the sugregion. 

100. The leader of the delegation of Zambia said that in the past his 
Government had pledged 160,000 kwacha in kind to maintain the Lusaka MULPOC 
offices. H~ renewed that pledge. In addition he pledged $US 40,000 in cash 
for Lusaka MULPOC projects to be identified later. 

1'01. The leader of the delegation of Zimbabwe said that, although his 
Government was engaged in a major programme to reconstruct the war-torn 
economy, it recognized the critical importance of the Lagos Plan of Action 
for the future of Africa. Accordingly it pledged $US 20,000 as a token of 
its earnest intention to support UNTFAD. 

102. The representatives of Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Mozambique, Sao Tome 
and Principe and the Sudan said that they would communicate their Governments' 
decisions to ECA in due course. 

103. The representatives of Angola and the Ivory Coast said that they had 
no mandate to pledge. 

104. The representative of the African Development Bank said that he had no 
specific instructions to pledge any amount although in May 1981 there would 
be a meeting at the Bank during which assistance by the Bank to PADIS would 
be discussed. 
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105. The Executive Secretary thanked the Plenipotentiaries for the encourag
ing support they had given to the Conference. He said that in 197~ 22 countries 
had pledged $US 2,963,512; in 1979,20 countries and the African Development 
Bank had pledged $US 2,247,892; and in 198~ 23 countries had pledged 
$US 1,928,000 in cash, excluding pledges in kind. He invited those countries 
which had not yet pledged to do so as promptly as possible. 

106. The following is a summary of the pledges made: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s .. 
6. 
7. 
B. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21 .. 

Benin 
Botswana 
Burundi 
Congo 
Gabon 
Guinea 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Mali 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Rwanda 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Togo 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Zaire 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

Grand total 

lin United States dollars) 

5 000 
25 000 
20 000 
40 000 
40 000 
30 000 
70 000 
8 000 

20 000 
200 000 

25 000 
500 000 
200 000 
15 000 
30 000 
30 000 
10 000 
50 000 

250 000 
40 000 
20 ooo 

$US 1 682 000 

22. Ethiopia pledged 30,000 Birr in local currency; 
23. Guinea.Bissau pledged 35,000 pesos in local currency; 
24. Zambia pledged 160,000 kwacha in kind for the maintenance of the 

Lusaka MULPOC Offices. 

107. Separate agreements b~tween African Governments and the United Nations 
relating to pledges made were signed by the Executive Secretary and on behalf 
of the African Governments concerned. 

Any other business (item 14J 

108. The representative of Morocco wanted to know what co-operation existed 
between the secretariat and the Arab League as there was no observer for the 
Arab League attending the Conference. The Executive Secretary said that Afro
Arab co-operation came principally under the aegis of the OAU secretariat. 
However, ECA had always participated at all technical meetings convened by 
OAU and the Arab League. ECA had recently participated in one such meeting 
which had been held in Khartoum and which the OAU secretariat had 
already referred to. Traditionally, the Arab League had not participated 
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at ECA meetings and it was only BADEA that had been invited. However, he was 
not sure why BADEA had not attended the present Conference. If the Conference 
of Ministers decided that the Arab League should be invited to participate at 
future meetings, the secretariat would comply. The Conference of Ministers, 
therefore, decided that the Arab League should be invited to participate at all 
future meetings of the Commission. 

Date and venue of the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers and 
seventeenth session of the Commission (item 15) 

109. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya stated that his 
Government would be pleased to host the third meeting of the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole and the seventeenth session of the Commission/ 
eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers in Tripoli, the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya. The representative of Egypt then demanded from the Executive 
Secretary an assurance that invitations to the afore-mentioned meetings in Tripoli 
would include all member States and that such invitations would also contain an 
assurance by the Government of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya that facilities for 
the purposes of the meetings would be provided to representatives of all member 
States without discrimination. In reply, the representative of the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya stated that the assurance required of his Government would be given. 
The Conference agreed that the third meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole and the seventeenth session of the Commission (eighth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers) would be held in Tripoli in 1982 at a 
date to be determined in due course. 

Adoption of the report and resolutions (item 16) 

110. The Conference adopted the present report on the work of the sixteenth 
session of the Commission, seventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers. It 
also adopted unanimously the resolutions submitted to it by the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole,three resolutions recommended by the 
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs,one resolution on the United 
Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa,and a vote of thanks 
(see .chapter I above and chapter IV below). 

Closure of the meeting (item 17) 

111. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, in proposing the vote 
of thanks to the Government and people of Sierra Leone /see resolution 424(XVI) 
in chapter IV belo!/, stated that the success of the Conference had been made 
possible by the cordial atmosphere that had prevailed in Freetown and the 
inspiring opening address delivered by His Excellency, Dr" Siaka Stevens, 
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, which had guided the deliberations 
of the Conference. Africa was meeting at a time when the continent was facing 
a grave crisis but that crisis strengthened the will of the peoples of Africa 
to overcome their problems through their own collective efforts in order to 
achieve prosperity and progress. In that connexion, the Lagos Plan of Action 
and the Monrovia Strategy would assist African countries in the realization of 
their economic and social objectives" 

112. In his closing speech, the Executive Secretary referred to the candour 
and frankness with which the Conference had discussed some of the burning 
issues of Africa. The Conference had also added new dimensions to the excellent 
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work done by the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole. However, what 
was crucial if the peoples of Africa were to achieve a better standard of living 
was follow-up action on the decisions taken by the Conference at the national, 
subregional and regional levels. In that respect, the Conference had not only 
identified problems but had proposed solutions, which was a step in the right 
direction in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action whose foundation 
had been laid in 1980. Finally he thanked the Government and people of Sierra 
Leone for the warm welcome extended to participants and the excellent physical 
facilities provided for the Conference. 

113. The Chairman of the Conference expressed his gratitude to the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole for the sound work it had done in prepara
tion for the Conference and to the Executive Secretary and the entire secre
tariat for their part in making the Conference a success. He was gratified 
by the commendable seriousness and candour w1th which the Conference had 
carried out its work. The Conference had not only identified economic and 
social problems facing Africa but had also made practical proposals for solv
ing them through the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, particularly 
in the spirit of collective self-reliance. 

114. The Cha1L1nan declared the sixteenth session of the Commission and seventh 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers closed. 

D. PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES 

115. The programme of work and priorities for 1982-1983 (E/CN.l4/790-E/CN.l4/ 
TPCW/II/7) rests, in general, on the International Development Strategy for 
the Third United Nations Development Decade and, in particular, on the major 
lines of advance set out in and the underlying concepts and principles of 
the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for 
the Economic Development of Africa, which should be considered au integral 
part of the International Development Strategy. The two principles under
lying the Plan are self-reliance (which may roughly be interpreted as the 
expansion of the role of indigenous rather than imported factor inputs for 
production, marketing, research and experimental development, etc.) and 
self-sustainment (which again roughly means the substitution of internal -
national, multinational, regional - for external growth and development 
stimuli) together with the establishment of intrasectoral and intersectoral 
linkages at the national and multinational levels. 

116. Since economic growth in Africa is defined as increases in the physical 
output of goods and services to meet the needs of the mass of African popula
tions and since such growth must come from the exploitation of the region's 
ample natural resources/raw materials base, primarily under the direction 
of African entrepreneurial capabilities and mainly through the mobilization 
and application of indigenous factor inputs, there clearly exists a frame 
of reference for work programmes and medium-term plans. 

117. The work programme thus gives high priority to the development of capa
bilities at the national, multinational and regional levels for building up 
technical knowledge of these resources and to the need to organize intra
African trade in, inter alia, industrial raw materials in order to raise 
the level of raw materials complementarity as well as the range of industrial 
production possibilities. Without this, member States will continue to de-
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pend on external sources to modernize their national economies, and to ex
pand and diversify them to meet the needs of the mass of their people, to 
develop the capital and intermediate goods industries required to foster 
internal linkages, to ensure higher standards of consumption, health, etc. 
and to expand employment opportunities. 

118. Within the general areas of natural resources, the importance of minerals, 
energy and water has particularly emerged with attention being given to poli
cies and operational instruments for their exploration, evaluation, process
ing and use at the national and multinational levels and export, where neces
sary, with a view to earning the foreign exchange required to purchase strat
egic developmental resources, equipment, management, etc. 

119. The next area of emphasis is the development of indigenous factor inputs 
(including skilled manpower, technology, intermediate raw material inputs, 
institutional and physical infrastructures, etc.) for the other areas and 
sectors. It is expected that prompt action in this area should assist in 
freeing more foreign exchange to import capital goods. 

120. As far as skilled manpower is concerned, the work programme emphasizes 
the imperative need to link skilled manpower development to the natt1ral re
sources base and to skills which are required in such crucial areas as policy 
analysis, design engineering, material analysis, management, administration, 
financial analysis, project identification and analysis, marketing, banking, 
insurance and research and development, particularly in food and agriculture, 
industry and science aBd technology. 

121. The work programme in science and technology is based mainly on the re
commendations of the Vienna Conference and the Plan of Action for its imple
mentation. Specifically, emphasis is being placed on the development of 
machinery for science policy and planning, development of appropriate skills 
through formal training, on-the-job training and on-the-spot learning tours 
to countries and institutions whose exper1ence is of relevance to the solu
tion of African development and economic growth problems. Backstopping 
services are being given to the African Regional Centre for Technology and 
other similar institutions. 

122. Institution building at the multinational and regional levels continues 
although the scope and role of this crucial factor appears still to be under
rated particularly where its benefits, although believed to be substantial, 
have not been directly or indirectly measured. However, the work programme 
provides for backstopping services to such institutions as the MULPOCs, the 
mineral resources development centres, etc. 

123. Clearly meeting the needs of the mass of the peqple also implies a major 
transformation of domestic markets as well as their combinations to accommodate 
economies of scale where unavoidable. Hence, special attention is paid in the 
work programme to the transformation of domestic markets since without this 
the on-going efforts to combine markets through preferential trade areas and 
other similar arrangements wi11 be only partially successful. 
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124. As regards specific sectors, special attention is being given under 
agriculture and food to the reduction of food losses and to a food security 
system. In industry, attention is increasingly concentrated on a core cov
ering engineering, chemicals, fibres, food and forest products as well as 
to the institutional devices required for the design and implementation of 
projects in these areas. Inputs into the different industrial areas aretobe 
based as much as possible on the region's natural resources/raw materials. 
In transport and communications, the work programme concentrates on those 
programmes and projects that have already been identified by member States 
in the framework of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade 
in Africa. Apart from activities connected with co-ordination, emphasis is 
being put on assistance to member States in defining their own projects more 
concretely, the establishment of appropriate institutions for research into 
transport and communication problems and on the development of national 
capabilities for the maintenance of equipment. 

125. In view of the increasing attention being given to the special status 
of the least developed, land-locked and island developing countries, a 
great number of which exist in Africa, the work programme contains enlarged 
activities in respect of this group of countries particularly in the frame
work of the expanded programme of assistance to them. In this connexion, 
the work programme may be modified on the basis of the results of the 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, scheduled to 
take place in Paris in September 1981. 

126. The ECA work programme on the integration of women in the development 
process is probably the largest within the United Nations system or any 
other international development agency. Thus increasing emphasis is being 
placed not only on the need to provide opportunities for the advancement 
of women generally but also on upgrading the skills of women particularly 
in food and agriculture, home management and in the informal sectors 
generally through field work and operational projects. 

127. Planning the context of the Lagos Plan of Action includes the collec
tion, analysis and interpretation of statistical, demographic and other 
information for decision making. Hence, in the work programme, emphasis 
is being laid on the African Household Surveys Capability Programme, the 
Statistical Training Programme for Africa, population studies, including 
fertility and family planning problems, with a view to incorporating the 
results in planning techniques and the development of appropriate planning 
techniques for dealing with such development objectives as participation, 
full employment, attack on mass poverty and the equitable distribution of 
the fruits of development including equitable inter-group and spatial 
distribution. 
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CHAPI'ER IV : RESOLUfiONS AND OTHER D~ISIONS AOOPI'ED BY THE CONFERENCE 
OF MINISTERS ,AT ITS SEVENTH MEEI'ING 

403 (XVI) • Biennia~ repor!_ .of the Executive Secretary, 1979-lQBO ?!)} _ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Having reviewed the Biennial report of the Ex~utive Secretary for 
the biennium, 1979-1980, ?:J./ 

Recognizing the important role which Af~can intergovernmental 
institutions have to play in working with member States in the imple
mentation of the Lagos Plan of Action, ~/ 

Noting with encouragement the expanding role of the Commission as 
an executing agency as evidenced by an almost twofold increase, in the 

"1979-1980 biennium, of the volume of its regional prograrrune of technical 
co-operation activities as compared with the 1977-1978 bjennium, 

Noting in particular the significant contribution made by the United 
Nations Development Pro.~amme as the single largest contributor to the 
Commission's extrarn1dgetar.y resources, 

1. ~presses its appreciation and thanks to the Unite~ Nations 
Development Programme and other multilateral donors and to bilateral 
donors for their continuing s11pnort of the technical co-operation 
programme of the Commission aimed at improvi:nrr the rruali ty of 1 ife of 
the African people; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to jntensify imple~entatio~ o~ 
the various agreem~nt~ H~ir.h he has si pne~ n~ hPh;.-~1~ of thP Commi ~sion 
with intergovernmental orrani7ations; 

3. Calls unon member States to give full political and financial 
supnort to these institutions to enable them to discharge their respective 
mandates tdth maximum effectiveness. 

20/ See Chapter IJI, ~~ra.~anh~ ?0 a~~ 7J ahov~. 

?J./ R/r.N. H /f$5. 

2?/ A/&-ll/H., annPx J. 

217t1:1 mPetin~?:, 
i~L\,;.; 1 1. ~1 • -
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404 (XVI). 2!!rvev of' econom;_c anC'l social_ connitions in Africa· £iJj 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Emphasizing the importance of the Survey of economic and social 
conditions in Africa~/ in revealing the difficulties encountered bv 
me~ber States and in suggesting comprehensive solutions to many of these 
problems, 

Realizing the difficulties and the enonnous work involved in the 
preparation of the Survey owin~ to the large ~umber of countries in the 
region and the poor data base, 

Congratulating the secretariat on the work done in preparing the 
Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa for 1979-1980, 

1. Reouests the Executive Secretary to dral-r up the necessary 
guidelines on the preparation of the Survey to be sent to member States 
no+. later than the end of March of each vear; 

2. Reconnnends that each member State should sE-nd, not later than 
the end of September of each year, a paper on socio-economic conditions 
in its country coverinP, the previous renorting year in order to assist 
the secretariat in preparing the Survey at the regional and country 
levels. 

217th meet in 11, 
10 Anril 19<\l. 

1:.05 (YVI). Imnle~~ion of' the La'!OS Plan of Action· ?:5} 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Referrinc_r to the provisions of' th~ Final Act of Lagos,~ ~n~ i~ 
particular the last oara~aph thereof concerning the report1n~ procedure 
;.e~ardinc_r activities for- the imnl err1entation of' the Lagos Plan of Ac-1:-io~, 

2~/ See chapter III, parap,raohs 70 and 71 above. 

2l.t/ E/CN .l!.t/8o2-E/CN .ll.t/TPCTf. II/19-F./CN .ll.t/LOCs. I/2. -
25/ See Chanter III, para.~anhs 70 and 71 above and A/5-11/l!.t, 

annex I. 

26/ A/s-11/ll~, annex I o 
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Referring,to paragraph 4 of the resolution concernin~ the implementa
tion of the Plan of Action ~ which directs the Secretary-G~eral of the 
Organization of African Unity in collaboration with the Executive Secretarv 
of the Commission to take all necessarv measures to implement the Lapos 
Plan of Action in utilizing the resources of the spP.Ciali?-ed a~en~ies of 
the Organiza~ion of of African Unity along with the technica1 an::l 
finan9ial assistance of the speciali~ed bodies of the Commission and 
the ~ppropriate national and international organs, 

Convinced that the successful implementation of the Plan depends 
largely on the formulation of specific strategies for its implementatjon 
at all levels, 

Aware of the major role which should be played by A'fricM 'Minist~rs 
of Economic Development and Planning in the implementation of this Plan, 

1. Takes cognizance of the document prepared bv the secretariat 
entitled "Implementation of the La.a,os Plan of Action - Some proposals 
and recommendations for. the guidance of' Tl'le-mber ~t::\tes"; .~/ 

2. Calls on the secretad at of the Commission to i.TI'1Prove the docl!ment 
in the li.~ht of the relevant comments made on it btr the Technical Prepara
tory Committee of the Whole at its second meeting; ?lf 

3. Requests that the e~<'!nded doC"!ument should be nisc,lssed with thP 
general secretariat of the OrRanization of Af'ric<'!n (mitv in order to 
prepare a joint documPnt; 

4. Reouest!'l that that joint do~UJ!lent should be submitted to +-h,. 
second meeting of the Joint Conference o~ .~frican PlannPrs, ~tatistici7''flC! 
and Tlenographers, in l..rhich represPnt::~ti<trPs of th,. r:re.,,.r::~l !'lecre+-::~ri.::~t o~ 
the Organization o~ African Unity will tak" na-t, f"r in-denth ter!""ni cal 
consi<'!eration, final drafti n~ and sn~i ssi on tn the Counc-i 1 o~ Pi.ni sterc; 
and the Assembly of Heads of State and r--overn,.,ent rrf' +he nr,.ani .,.,.+; nn "f 
A.~ri can Un i br i,; 1 C?R2; 

?1./ .!!:&!!' "'-nnex III. 

2R/ ~/CN.J /./&n-R/CN.14/TPCW. TI/1 ~. - ' 

~/ R/CN.14/8l3-E/CN.l4/TPCW.II/28. 
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5. Recommends that the F.xecuti ve Secretary should consider, with the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, all necessary 
measures for the prompt establishment of an appropriate institutional 
mechanism responsible for harmonizing and co-ordinatin.~ all actions aimed 
at implementing the Lagos Plan of Action, in accordance with the provisions 
of the last paragraph of the Final Act of La.!'!QS• 

4o6 (XVI). Re · onal Conference on the Develo ment a'1d Utilizati.on 
of Mineral Resources in Africa 30 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Having considered the report Jl/ of the Regional Conference on the 
Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa held at Arusha, 
the United Republic of Tanzania, from 2 to 6 February 1981, 

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action tE./ which provides that the main 
development objectives of the strategy for mineral resources development 
should be achieved in the 1980s, inter alia, throuQ;h the organi?":ation of 
the Regional Conference on the Development and Utilization of Mineral 
Resources in Africa, 

Conscious of the lack of information on the mineral resources 
endo'Wment of African cmmtrics and the la.ck of adequate canabi li ty for 
the exploration, evaluation, exploitation and utilization of those mineral 
resources, the lack of co-ordinated African mineral development policies, 
l·Teak institutional caT)n.biJ.ities, and the low le-vel of intra-African co
operation and trade in Minerals, 

Conscious further of the re-lati vel •r rre~k contribution of T'!in~ral 
resources to the ~;ocio-economic development of' African countries, in 
particular because of the role played by foreign operations in the 
development and utilization of mineral resources, 

Recognizing the important role that mineral resm,rc!'s could play in 
supporting and contributin~ to development activities in the other sectors 
of the socio-e-conomic deyelopment of' thE" contine~t, 

30/ See chapter III, pa.ra~C~phs 70 and ?l above. 

31/ R/CN. 1 lt/Pf1l~. 

1?../ A/&-11/H., annex I. 
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1. Expresses its satisfaction to the Executive Secretary for the 
successful organization of the aforementioned Conference and for submittino 
the final report to the Conference of Ministers; , 

2. Endorses the final report of the Regional Conference on the 
Development and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa held at Arusha, 
the United Republic of Tanzania, from 2 to 6 February 1981 and the recom
mendations contained therein; 

3. Urges member States to give special priority to the implementation 
of the recoounendations contained in the report, paying special attention 
to building up technical knowledge of the mineral resources base; develop
ing national and multinational capabilities for mineral extraction, 
processing and marketing; developing intra-African trade and extra-African 
markets for minerals; s~abilizing manpower training and further training; 
research and development; developing national and international mineral 
exploration; the mining and processing equipment industries; and the 
protection of the environment; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to take, in collaboration with 
member States, the Organization of African Unity, and appropriate inter
national organizations, all necessary measures for the implementation of 
the recommendations contained in the report and to sul::mi t periodic progress 
reports thereon; 

5. Further reguests the Executive Secretary to publish as earlv as 
possible the technical papers prepared for the Conference and to ensure 
their widest possible distribution.to member States. 

4C17 (XVI). Women and development : Programme of Action and mobiliza
tion of resources llf 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolutions_ 362_ (XIV) and 363 (xrv) of Z7 March 1979 in 
which it requested Governments to provide adequate resources for the proper 
functioning of subregional and regional machineries set up to promote the 
advancement of women, 

"JJ/ See chapter Ill, parap,raphs 70 and 71 above. 
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Recalling also its resolution 375 (XV) of 12 April 1980 by which it 
endorsed the action proposals contained in the Progranune and Strategies 
for 1980-1985 as well as the resolutions adopted at the second Regional 
Conference on the Integration of Women in Development held at Lusaka in 
December 1979, calling upon Governments to accord high priority within 
their national development plans to the integration of women in development, 

Bearing in mind that the Programme and Strategies for 1980-1985 have 
been incorporated in the Lagos Plan of Action,J!f 

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 35/136 of 11 December 
1980 which endorsed the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the 
United Nations Decade for Nomen adopted at the World Conference of the 
United Nations Decade for Women held at Copenhagen in July 1980, 

Recognizing that the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade Jl/ places stron~ emphasis on the important 
role 1~omen play in development, 

C~nscious that the work programme and prioriti~s of the subregional 
committees on the integration of women in development adopted by the 
respective Councils of Ministers of the Multinational Programming and 
Operational Centres collectively reflect the priorities expressed by 
member States, 

Having examined the report 'J§./ of the second Meeting of the Africa 
Regional Co-ordinating Conmittee for the Integration of Women in Development 
held at Addis Ababa in March 1981, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the second meeting 
of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee; 

2. &dorses the WOJ1k programme and priorities for l98a-1983 for the 
,inte.gro~tiQll of ~omen jp develO!)fllent as a~proved by the !hltinational 
Programndng and Operational Centre; 

3. Reaffirms the necessity for member States, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organi7.ations and agencies of the United Nations system 
to provide resources to the l"ational, subregional a,d regional prograntmes 
for the advancement ~ uo!'len; 

J!/ A/&-11/14, annex I. 

J!j_/ General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980. 
'J§/ E/CN.l4/8o9-E/CN.l4/Tro.f. II/26. 
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4. Urges the Rxecutive Secretary to devote substantial resources 
from the proceed!'! of the third Pl.edp,inn: Conference for the UnitPrl N~t-in,~ 
Trust Fund for African Development to the women's '!'J"onramme; 

5. Urges the Executive Secretarv to intensifv pf~ort~ to ~~ov~de 
regular ~osts ~or the staff o~ the A~rican Tra~ning and Rese~r~h r.en+rp 
for Women and to elevate the Centre to divi siona1 stl\ttts; 

6. Renuests member States to tal.;:e anpror>riate measure!': to ~mn1P.Ment 
the Programme of Action for the S~ond Half of the United Nations ne~~de 
for Women to ensure the Cl.chievPmel"lt of the obiPCtives ..,~ the Decade in 
Africa. 

408 (XVI). Human sett1P.TT!ents '!l} 

The Conference of' JI.Hni.sterc; 1 

217th meP+i,,.,, 
1 0 1\T)t"j_l 1 ~1 • 

RecallinO' its resolution 358 (XIV) o~ 27 March 1979 on infltih•ti0'1al 
arrangements for human settlements which reaf'~irmed the mandatP of the 
Intergovernmental Re~onal Committee on Hum~n Settle"lents, Cl.nd re~=;ol nti on 
378 (XV) of 12 April 1980 on an action ~lan and insti tn.+i o,al Ttl~~hinE"rv 
for a regional r>r0gr~e on the environm<"'nt for Africa which remtested 
the Executive Secreta~r to tmrk out the termc; o~ ref'erenC'e -for a _ioint 
sectoral body for ht~an settlements and environment, 

Further recallin~ General Assembly resol11tions 31 /U6 of' 16 December 
1976, 32/162 of 19 Decem her 1 gn and ~? /1 97 of 20 DecPmher FJ77, 

Having exami,ed the report J!l/ of the seconn meeting of' the Inh•r
governmental Regional Comrtittee on Human Settlements held at Addis Ababa 
from 28 July to l August lg.<K) and the resolutions ado'!Jted at that meetinr.-, 

Appreciative of the progress of acti vi_+ie!=: relati.nn: to human 
settlements development uhich incJudes huilding materials a'!'ld construction 
industries development, 

Commending the positive guidance Riven by the Inter~overnrnental 
Reg:lonal Committee throuo;h its reso1uti_onc; to~-rards the devel.onrnent o~ 
humari settJ ements as an j_nte<'(ral f'eCl.+ure of thE' over-all African clevelolJ
ment strateP,y consistent lrith the implication~ of the Lagos Plan of 
~~~ . 

JZ/ See chapter III,para~aphs 70 and 71 above. 

-~ E/CW.lld782. 
~ A/S..ll/14, annex I. 
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Appreciating the assistance bein~ provided bv the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlanents to a 1 ar~e number of African countries, 

1. Endorses the report and resolutions adopted at the second meetin~ 
of the Intergovernmental Rer,i onal ComMittee on Human Sett1 ements subject to 
the reco11siderati on by the Committee of resolution 4 (ii) concerning the 
situation of refuRees :i.n Afri<"'a and 1-rithout prejudice to the operational 
role of the United Nations Centre under resolution 321162 as mentioned 
in the report Jill of the second meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole; 

2. Approves that th0 mandate of Inter~overnmental Regional Committee 
should include e·,vironmental matters and their implications and_ authorizes 
that the Committee be .renamed the Joint InterRQvernmental Regfonal 
Committee on Hu!"al1 Settlanents ann fi;nvi.ronment, in conformitY with 
resolution 378 (XV) mentioned aboYe ;:tnd the ,rovisions contained in the 
report of the I11terP,Qvernmental Re.cp.onal Comrni ttee on Human Settlements; 

3. Decides that the terms of reference o~ the Joint Inter~overPmental 
Re~ional C:omr:littPe on Human Settlements and EnvironMPnt for the re~onal 
environment orogra.Mille sl-J.ould i..,clude the folloHin~ in addition to what is 
D't'ovideci in General Asse,.,hly resolution 3?..llh'?. for ~uman sett]ements: 

(~) Fornnl::-.tion of oolicies, n,..iorities and strate~ie--s ~or 
re,rd onal, su'l-)rpn:;_nn::ll <'.nr-1 tran~n,ti.on;:~1 e..,virnn"1Pnt::t1 Mana~eMent ;_,., tne 
A~ri~an r"'!; ,.., : 

(_!2) ProMotio·' of the excha..,n;e of infn'I"'''TTation and exnerience on 
national environmental policies, legislation, pro'Vamme a"'ld problems; 

(s) Review of the Hor!{ Programme a11d priori ties on the environ
ment in the Conmission, aryT)rais,l of nro~es~ mane in the{r inryJ~entation 
and assistance in mohiJizin-: fina'1ci.al and other resource~ for nro7<'1Mmi.n~ 
in ryrinrit~· eny-ironT'I~'"'rta 1 nrPas in the Af'r:ic?.n rPrri.nn; 

(rl) _llssi~t<>nce in asAemhlinl"' in-fnrMntinn on national e"'1~ri.ronmenta1 ,_. 
nrobl~s for the pre,~ratio'1 of the state of the environment renort on the 
Africru1 rer;ion; 

(~) Pr0r.1otio'!'1 of pro~<'l.T!ll'T'~s on eT1vironm~ntal education for the 
nuhH c thro•1rrh the !'!1:.158 nP-rlia ~nd for the trainino. of nationals as specia
l j sts to monitor, assess, manaP;e and carry out research on envi.ronmental 
nroblel'ls; 

~-0 I E/CN .14/Rl~-EICN. H./TPG!f. III28. 
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(!) Promotion of close inter-organizational co-operation on 
enviornmental matters between the Commission and the United Nations 
Environment Programme, and all other United Nations intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations working within and outsioe the African 
region; 

4. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa and related United 
Nations agencies and other agencies to take measures for the su~cessful 
and speedy implementation of the above-mentio~ed resolution and requests 
in particular the Executive Secretary and t-he Executive Direotor of the 
United Nations Environment Programme to establish systematic and effective 
collaboration based on regular consultations; and to this end, further 
requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa 
to work out, in consultation with agencies concerned, and especially the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements, the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations 

,Industrial Development Organization, an appropriate basis of modalities 
for interagency co-operation; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to strengthen the regional and 
subregional operational capabilities of the Hum;:m Settlements Section 
through the creation or e:x;pansion of the necessary facilities in all the 
Multinational Programming and Operational Centres for responding to the 
needs of member States in matters pertaining to the development of human 
settlements, and particularly the development of building materials and 
construction industries; 

6. Invites member States which have not done so to pay particular 
attention to the establishment at the national level and within the frame
work of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres of appro
priate mechanisms and methodologies for evolving comprehensive human 
settlements policies integrating the relevant sectoral programme on 
physical, urban and settlement planning, housing and other shelter, injra
struc~e and construction development policies; and to this end to 
promote pilot studies and projects; 

7• Invites further member States to take the necessary steps for 
the rapid implementation of the Pan-African Documentation and Information 
System's complementary file on HABITAT-Africa within the f'rameuork of 
national documentation and information centres; 

B. Reguests speciall_y the United Nations Development Prowamrne, the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements, the United Nations Environment Pro~anune 
and bilateral and other sources to extend to the Conunission further and 
increased support for the ex~ansion and diversification of its services 
in the field of buildin,..,. t'lai:"erials and conc;tru~tion industries deyelop
ment and its successful conti_nuation until the obiectives a~si.p:ned to 
it have been achieved; 
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9. Decides to refer resolution 4 (ii) to the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Human Settlements for its reconsideration in the light 
of the concerns expressed at the second meeting of the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole. 

4CY;J (XVI). Re ·onal and subre~onal institutions s onsored mr the 
Commission ll 

The Conference of Mir.isters, 

Having considered the report of the .naugural Conference of the Chief 
Executives of regional and subregional institutions sponsored by the 
Commission, !Jl/ 

Aware o£ the crucial role which multinational, regional and subregional 
institutions can play in the physical, economic and sociaJ. integration of 
the African region as a means of achieving sustained economic an~ social 
development in order to improve tl--e C!Uality of life "f the African people, 

Recallina that the Asse~hly of Hea~~ of State an~ Government of the 
Organization of African Unity has given sper!ial reco$1ition to this :fact 
in the Lagos Plan of Action,~/ 

,~ppreciative of the material and :fi.nanci.al support l!iven by member 
Statf•s to institutions S!)Onsored bv the Commission, and particularly· mr 
those hosting such :i.nstitntions, as w..,.U. as hy members of' the interl'lational 
co!l11Tlunity and by the UnitPd N1'1tions TlevelopM.Pnt 'Progra~P, the United 
Nations Fund for Population Act~vities and other donors, 

Realiz:ing that no re~ional and subreRi.onal institution can be viable 
without the :full commitment of' its members and, in particul a_r tl-te host 
Government, 

Notin!Y,however,the di:fficulti.es being experienced by these i_nst:itu
tions as a. resu] t of the inademta.te su!)port extended to these :i_nstitn
tions by member Governments as evidenceil. by lm-r mA!lbership ;:.nn thE> il.el a~r 
in payment and non-payment cif contributions, 

Q/ See ·chapter III, !)aragraphs 70 and 71 above. 

!JZ:./ E/CN.l4/793· 

Aal A/S...ll/14, annex I. 
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1. Appeals to member States whicl, h~ve not- alrPady ioin~n such 
institutions to take all possible measlJ'reR to do so as soon as poc:;c:ihlP; 

2. Anneals further to al 1 mPmher ~tah~s to nav, as a matter o-f' 
urgency, their current a"1d past contri but.; 0ns due ann to ensure that 
appropriate provisions are made in their national bncl~ets to cover 
financia] support to these institutions; 

3. Reguests the Executive Secretary t-o ~e-e~amine the nronosals 
related to membershi_n and contribttti rrr"S hy memher States <'1J1r'l ,to submit 
new proposals thereon for consideration at the eighth meet.;_nf!. of the 
Conference of Ministers; 

4• Expresses its appreciation to all C":r0vernments which host insti
tutions sponsored by the C-ommission and appeals to them to continue their 
support and to do all in their pmrer to assist the E~ecutive Secretary 

· through the use of their P,OOrl offices in order to ensure the achievement 
of universality of membership and maximum financial support; 

5• Expresse.c:; its apnreci<1tion to the> Rx~utive Secreta~' -for i.nit-iat
:i.ng and convenin~ the inauo;ural CoT'ference> of Chief Executives of the>se 
institutions and hones tha.t similar Con-ferences will be held reP,ttlarlv; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to : 

(!) Take all necessary steps to make the work of such institutions 
better known to mPmber States bv disseminatinrr information on their 
programme activities and services in order to ensttre that all memhE>r 
States and donor Governments are fully aware of the caoahil i_b• of each 
of these institutions in their resnectivE> fields ann the spPci-f'ic henE>fi.ts 
to be derived bv member States from the operations of these institutions; 

{£) Give the fuJ 1 est- instit-utional sunnort to thesE> i_nsti tu+isms 
by providing in a SYstematic manner, letY,al, aPmini strati~re mRna..,.eMent a11n 
audit service to these :i.nsti tution s, if rermested; 

(£) Explore the feasibilityof estahlishinq a bu+'fer funrJ to advance 
monies to tide establ i.shed institutions o"~rer temnorary periods of financial 
diffi.cu] ty and to report thereon at the eip:hth meetin ~ o-f' the r.onfE>rel'\re 
of Ministers; 

7• Directs the ExecutiYe Secretar,, to subrtit bienniall;r a_ conc;oHdat-P.n 
report on region;l and subre~onal institutions sy.>onsorf'n bv the Commissi_on; 

8. Expresses its m-atitude to the United N~tions Develonme'1t 
Programme, the United Nations Fund for Porynlation Artiviti.es and to donor 
GovernMents for thei!' cont:i.nui.no; financial sunoort o-~' T!lost of' thesf' 
institutiol"s. 

2l7t'l, meetin..,., 
10 AnT'iJ 1 gRl. 
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410 (XVI}.Conclusions and recommendations of the Re "onal 
on the International Year of Disabled Persons 

The Collf'erenc-e of Ministers, 

~avinh consider~ the report of the Regional Seminar on the Inter
national Year of Disabled Persons,A5J 

Conscious of the major causes of disability and the magnitude of the 
problems of the disabled in Africa, 

RecallinrJ: General Assembly resolutions 2B56· (XXVI) of 20 December 1971 
and 3h47 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 containinr~ the declarations on the ri~hts 
of the mentally retarded and of dis::1bled persons respecti_vely, 

Con~iaerjncr that, because of the nature of the problem and in parti
cular the underlying causes of disability, the countries of the reP,i.on 
must discharge their obligations to society and undertake appropriate action 
with a view to facilitating the integration of the disabled into society, 

~nsidering also that the nature and problem of disability in Africa 
imply that the international community should discharge its moral and 
social obliP,ations and mru~e an effective contribution, particularly as the 
causes of disabilitv are often imposed on Africa by external phenomena 
such as decolonization, struggles for liberation, ag~ession and socio
economic conditions resulting from an unjust international economic order, 

ObservinO' that the col!lJllendable efforts undertaken bv African States 
are not generally developed and incorporated in the framework of socio
economic planning a~d that isolated action in this area often entails 
a waste of available res0nrces, 

1. Endorses the report, findings and resolutions of the Regional 
Seminar on the International Year of Disabled Persons as approved by the 
third Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure that proper follow-up 
to the activities recommended or embarked upon in favour of the disabled 
at the national, subre~onal and regional levels is given-by all United 
Nations bodies concerned with disability prevention and rehabilitation so 

~ See chapter III, parap,raphs 61 to 66 above. 

!JJ3/ E/CN.lb./']A6. 
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that the Internati.onal Year of Disabled Persons becomes the l'ltartin'! point 
of a process intended to ensure proper rehabilitation act:innl'l, c:or.i.al int~ 
gration of the disabled and adequate prevention of disabilitv; 

3. Further recrnests the Executive Secretary to report peri.odicallv 
on United Nations follow-up activities relatin.o: to the International Year 
of Disabled Persons. 

411 (XVI).The conse ences of the 
in front..-line States !§. 

The Conference of Ministers, 

~17th meetinf!, 
10 Anri l l§Al. 

Deenl v concerned that the racist and aparthei n m l i.e"' of tt,P rerriMe 
in Pretoria with its practices of torture, im~risonment and armed aP,gression 
constitutes one of the'principal causes o:f' the increase in the number of' 
disabled persons among the ~opu1ation of the front-line ~tate~, 

Aware that daily aggression which results in P-conomic destruction 
causes malnutri td.on lihich leads to P,rowth problems and men+al retardation, 
not to mention the sense of inferiority, harassmen-t and social inse-cnrH·y 
ex~erienced by thP- nopt'1J at; nn o:f' fr':l':!t.-li!IP St.<l-1;1""': 

Aware that the f'rn.,.,_t-lin~State!'l, T.esotho and ~liazi 1 and, <1re the taro-ets 
of attacks and bombin,.,;s btr the racist and anarthP-id reo-iMe o-f' Sn11t'h Af'ri.ca. 
in its atter-Jpts to stop thosP. States from snnnor+intT 1-hto Hh,.r?+i_nn c:t'!"'1trml e 
in Sout~ Afri~a and Namibia, 

1. CondE'mns the racist re.":ime of' ~outh Afri c~, ~··h;cl-. i.~ tt, .. bas+i.on 
of apartheid for: 

(~) Its fremtent' attacks ao-ai.nst front-line Stat0f' "l~ r!Vell_ a~ 
Lesotho anrl Swa7iland; 

(~) Thto ::~.tr~H:-i ,.~ l.Jhi ch arP at the r0n+ n-f' t-'hp ever "Tmri.,.,_r- mJml;er 
of di.sabl ffi persrms; 

2. Anneals to -f:'hp o~P"?n!'l o-f' thP Uni.+Pd 1\Tat'innc;,the 0r<Tr'l_l1;?'a_t';nn n-f' 
Afri r:o?n Uni.t~· and the i.ntP.T'l":"'_t.;o.,al cOJT!l"'nnitY tn prnvhiP +'h.-- frnnt-ljne 
States a.s nell CI.S Lesoth0 ::>nn ~liC~.7.:i_1 anCI wit"' thP nPCP~Sc>r" rf>~O'l ... ('P~ f'nr 
the rehC~.bili t?.ti on ?.lld f'he tPcl,nical a"n VO(';'It; OT'I;:tl t.,..~;n;niT 0~ eli S:<lhl pn 
pPrsons; 

Is§./ See chapter III, n<.>.rat'tl"'aphs 61 to nn ?.boYe. 
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1. Anneals to the 'lTnit~ "l'ationl'; DPve1 onmp·'t ·Prom-am"'~ to nro-.rine 
thP necf'ssarY firoanci a1 mec>J"~ to er1ah1 e the front-l:fne Stat-Ps as well as 
LPsotl,o and ~tfa7.i.1~n<'l tn f::lc-P tl>P re"'ults n.t:" South Afric-~n an-n-rr>s~<d_(''"• 

412 (XVI). ~tre"r;trf'nin(j of national canab:i.l i. ties 
legislat5.on~ assessment and management 
c;t-r::~+pnv 1.7 -· 

?1 7~ h "l f'Pth1 ;;"' 
10 Anri.1 10R1. 

for environmental 
as ~ develonment-

RP(';:,l1iro,.... r!Pn~"r::-!1 ,1'\ ... c;pmhl~r o"-'ri~ion ?,?./1.?_7 o~ ?() TJPC,..,hPr lfJ'!P-, tl,e 
('1')1"1-:'P,...,<:: ()~ nhi~"l, ~r<'> T"Pl)P?+~ in +1,~> T..,+,.,.,..,.,n+i ,.,1'1?,1 T)eypl on!l'PT'I't ~trate~.r 4P./ 
fn- thP thirc'l tTnH·MI ~<'lt5 o:n ... ~vPl Op!'l~"nt nec-anP, str~>~~;,.,~ th"-' ,.,,.M for 
incrP:'I<::"'c'l P•wiro,.,mr:-n...,~l. '!"rotecti.on C!~ti,rit-ies thr01t~h +l,e :i.:ncoJ'!)orat-i.on of 
PTI~riro"'l!l",..,t~1 '!)rinrinles into dPVelonT"'eTI+ strat'P~i"'s, 

.'k!::al_H,.,,., 'llsn its own rf'solnti_nT' '3~? (XIV) of?? ~~arch 1~~ or> thP 
flp-.,f'l"..,.,,.,.,t <:;t-r..,_tP.~'"' ~,...,.. A.fric~ Hi+l>in the c-nr>tPXt nf intPT"1'1?.+io.,a1 
ern"'n""i" rn-nryer:>tin'!'l i_n thP Pstah1 ish"lPT'I.._ o~ -:- f-Tpp Tn...,ernat;n.,al F'..co'!'lomiC' 
(),...,..:1,.,..., 

'Rr>ari~"' in mi:n<'l i.._c: rP.c:o1n+ion _?.'1\ {XV)ofl?. _A,,..;, J~n o.., th"' 
"s...,;th1i.c:h,-.,pn+ o~;:, nro"':T'~~"' t·:ithin thP r.otm'!'t:i.c:si.on fo,.. (;)? s,,,.. .. ,P.._. of 
,-.,~ior e'!'l'1.riron1"1Pn+a1 nrnh1PT"'S ;,., MPMher ~t-:"tPs fl"'\r T':"tinn::>1 nriorit,r 
nr~~a~in,..., (;;) th~ es+~hl;shmPTI+ o~ n~+;n,.,~l pn'l,Tirnnment~l m:>chineriPs 
tr->rhnirrt1 :>no m::~nnoHPr ranahili+iPs r>n<'l ; ..... .,+itn+:ion::~l fr:<~.mP't.r()rk, ~nil (;;_;_) 
P.'1Vironmp"'+?1 a~~f'C:C::1"1~"'+ :>"'n M<m:->n-pmpnf: in nevPlOT)men+-orien+f'<'l acti'1.ri.+ie51f 

1\w<\rP +hat e:nvi.rnnMen+:-<!1 ne-RpPr.tivps, nrinci.plp.c; ann ryrioritieP arP 
hei.nn: r>;r<l.dttC!11,r arC'PT)te<'l h-<r mn~=;t C'.t0VPrn"lents, a~; the develoP'McTit effort 
i!1 thP f!pvr->1 oninn- conntri_PS o-p,.,rr:->1 ],. resnl f-s, amn"""r{ other thi_n,.,s, i.n seri.on~ 
P"'VironmP'I'lt<11 oP.~a<'la+ion th!'lt ne"l!'lnns thP mnb.;li7n+i0n o~ ~11 .,~r~il:>h1P 

en~·.;.,..o-nnpnt-,.,1 cc>nnhi.li+iP51 +"nr tl,p Protection o.c +hP Pnviron!"Pnf-, 

~prorrni?'inn- thnt th~ achieY~!"nt of eco-nevelonmel"'+ J~o]on-i_call~r 
nriented <'le,rP1 onmeT'":) ;_,., teT""s of ::~ hPalthy and hal ?_need en~riroTimPn+ neoends 
on the adnption of nnryronriate tPchnnlo'Tica.1 proresse.c:; one-ratF>d h-<r ndPq-tt:->.tel~r 

c:;1d_1_1 rn T"~t'pm~er, th~t n~ten nemanns ren:io"lal co-oneration PSPE'Cia11,.r for 
+ra,.,snationa1 e-nv;_ror>TT'P."'+a1 nrnblems, 

f]J See chal)ter III, p~ra.!Vanhs 70 and 71 above. 

!~R/ Ge''Pral AssembJ ~· re.c;o] ution 35/Sn of 5 Dece111her lgB(). 
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Recognizing further that environmental management capabilities are 
necessary to begin the process of environmental monitoring and assessment 
from the initial stage so as to achieve hiP.h cost-benefit returns in the 
long run, _, 

1. Endorses the report~of the Seminar for Lawyers on Development 
of Environmental Protection Legislation in the African region, held in 
Addis Ababa from 29 September to 3 October 1980 under ECA/UNDP sponsorship; 

2. Urges member States which have not already done so to enact the 
necessary legislation for an institutional framework for the develooment 
of environmental protection legislation and for the incorporation of 
environmental provisions and policies into their developmP-nt p1a:!"nin~ 
efforts; 

3. Further urges member States which have not already ~one so to 
enact the necessary legislation supported bv T'e,I!.Ulations <md acl'ltinistrati.ve 
measures for the enforcement of environmental protection legislation for 
land use planning, wilqlife and forest conservation, coastal zone and 
marine resources management, minerals development, water and air cmalibr, 
solid waste and other toxic chemicals disposal, _,food and dt"U~ qnalitv 
control and population migration; 

4. Calls upon member States to provide intensive and sustained e:fforts 
in developing public equcation for promotinR environmental consciousness in 
both the fonnal and the non-fonnal systems lv.i thin the cmmtry and also to 
promote the dissemination of relevant environmental information to enhance 
the rational management of the environment in development acti,~ties; 

5. Further calls upon member States which have not alreacly don~" so 
to legislate for the p:r!eservation, restoration, reconstruction and 
registration of items o:f historical sites, ancient monuments a.,d relics, 
antiquities and arti:facts from archeolor,ical ex~avations for the preser
vation o:f their cultural heritage and :fot" the promotion o-f' scie,ti:fjr 
study and tourism; 

6. Directs the Executive Secretar~:,. i'1 collaboration lvith t_he Exe.c11tive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Pro~amme to orovide, on reauest, 
technical assistance to member States to develop their national capabili
ties :for environmental legislation, assess~e.,t and mana~ement; 

!tJ./ E/CN.l4/784. 
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7o Invit~s memb~r States, deve1onm~nt finance instibttions, the 
United Nations Environment Pr0gramme, the United Nations Development 
Programme and other cotmtries outside the re.~on to continue their 
financial support to the Commission to enabl~ the re~.onal pro~amme on 
the environment to be implemented 1-1ithin the context of the Lagos Plan 
of Action. 

217th meeting, 
10 April 1<jh. 

413 (XVI}. Pan-African Documentation and Information System 52/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV} of 27 March 1979 concerni'1!! the 
general design of a pan-African numerical and non-numerical data bank, 

Recallinn its resolution 377 (XV) of 12 April 1980 concerning the 
necessity for a sound documentation and information system for a self
sustaining and self-reliant Pan-African development policy which has amon_!! 
its primary ob5ectives self-su-fficiency in food, the development of natural 
and human resonrces, the promotion of' intra-AfriC'an trade, the intensifi
cation of industrial development a"'d the improvement and creation of viable 
transport and communi~ation continental links, 

Taking into consideration the long-term goals presented in the 
Executive Secretary's report 5.!/ which indicates the year 1999 as the 
end of the preparatory and experimental phases for thP African re.~on 
and for all participating national, subre9;ional, institutional and 
technical centres, 

Noting that the Assembly of Heads of State a~d Government of the 
Or!!anization of Africa., Uni tv at its extraordin~r sessions held in 
Mo~rovia in July 1979 and at. Lagos in April 1990 insisted on the necessity 
for a sound documentation and information systeM for viable integrated 
developme~t policy in Africa, 

l. Exnresses its con~atulations to the Executive Secretary on 
implementing phase I of the project almost a year ahead of schedule; 

2. Notes with satisfaction that the ExP-Cutive Secretary has ta.'ken 
the initiative to prepare and propose to member States a project document 
for the creation of their national documentation centres a·'d that all the 
responses so far received have been largely positive; 

2Q/ See chapter III, paragranhs 70 and 71 above. 

51/ E/CN • U /7R.9• 
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3. Invites the Executive Secretary to accelerate the effective creation 
of the nationa~, subregional, institutional and technical participating centres; 

4. R!5uests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts to set up the 
Pan-African Documentation and Information Systen programme in general and th~ 
PADlS-Sat in particula.r for the teletransmission of documents without any slo»
down of the speed of the implementation of the project; 

5. Invit~ all member States to give their full support to the submissi.on 
of the project to the European F.conomic Community a,s a regional pn>ject in order 
to mobilize the necessary regional funds need~ for the implementation of the 
project; 

6o Calls upon all member States which have not already done so to accele
rate the establishment and operation of their national doc,J.mentation and infoT'JTia
tion centres in order to enable the project to build up a co11tinental nehrork as 
soon as possible; 

7. "8&'resses its appreciation to the Unite(! Nations Developme,t Programme, 
the Internationa.l Developm~nt Resea,..c}-1 CentrP. and the Jl.frican ~velopment Bank 
for their f:tnancial support of phase I and calls nnon thPm to continue th,.ir 
suppo;rt of the project and in ~articular phases II ancl III thereof; 

8o Notes with satisfaction the advanced stage of negotiations beb,reen the 
CommLssion and the United States Agency for International Development, the 
European Economic Community, the European Space Agency and the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, France, .Italy and the United Kingdom and calls unon 
them to concretize as early as possible thei,.. support to the project in order ·to
accelerate the implementation of phases II and III; 

9. ~eals to the Arab Bank for Economic Development in ~frica and the 
various Arab funds to give financial support to the project and accordingly 
request~ the Executive Secretary to make the necessary contacts with them as 
soon as possible; 

10. Requests the Executive Secreta.ry to submit and for~mrd a r>roeress 
report on the implemeptation of the Pan-African DocuMentation and Information 
System to the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

414 (XVI). Statistical Training Pro amme for 
Ex the European Economic Community 

The Conference of Ministers, 

217th meeting, 
10 April 1981. 

N2ting the concern that has been shotm by a number of Governments over 
the acute shortage of statistic~! personnel needed for the collection, process
ing and analysis of essential data for national planning and development. 

51} See ch'apter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 above. 
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RPc~1_1inrr 1-h:"'t, in nrnPr to 'f"(->TilPn~r t-hP ~i+n;:"l+.;on +hro!l~ in+P"'~if'i_~ 

~nn rn-orr'f.;,...::'lt'"n tr::'l_i_rdn.n: nronrnT"1!"1Pc;, +hP St':"+ic;+ic:"'1 Tr~~.ni'!"''"' Pr0rrra'11!'11P 
-F'or JI.-F'ri_c-a 1-ms P~t~ b1 i shP-d h~.• a rp~o 1 H+i on of' thP -F'ormer l<XPrnti_"'"P Co"'1'!'1i tb~P 
o-F' thP CoMmi !':c;i rm in 'Ma.~• 1 Q?R,511 

FurthPr not-in~ +hP ryro~,.~~ ~o far m~nr in th, iMry1~ontatinn 0 -F' 1-hP 
'Prorrr~--t-hp nrohl ~ of' inanf>r-tmh> tr::'li.nPP f'pl1opc;hin~ a.nn ~+af'f'inC'I' o-F' 
the' ('f>"'trP!", +hP re-comJ"''F>nna.tion r:,J. I o-F' +hP !11PPt-intY of' ni_rPct-r)rc:: of' 'ProC'I't"am!I'P 
c-Pn+rpc; to C:PPk :"'C:~i c::t::ll"CP f'or rerri on::t1 +'11Pni n...,. +'rom +hP F.nronean 'F'.conof'li c 
Cofi'1T!ltll1i hr rtnn thP pff'ort~ !';O T;tl" mane by t,he Comf'li!';~i on to T1f!'IT(')ti :"'t('> 'f'in::tnci al 
ns~~gta.nce f'or thP 'Pro~a~P, 

~inzyi_th ~::ttisfa.ction the a~c;ist?n<'P Ro f';:1r ~i.~•f'n to'the- 'Pr0o:rammP 
b~r T'l?TP" donor~, notahl~r t'hf' fln:i_tPrl Nati,.,n~ nevPlOT:\T"!P'I'l+ 'Pro~a.T'l"''", t-hP 
Commo,..,u,.~1t-h Fnnn for 'T'f'Chni_c-;:~1 r.o-onPr?+ion, +hP 'RPrnryeaP F..C'onol"!ic
Co'1'!M11ni_h• ~..,n v<>.rions bilatP-r;;~l ~(Tpnci,...c;, 

(!()"'C::i <'!Pri 1"!"' thP fact th::"+ the 'full i!"!p<!_Ct OT the assistcmce ~0 Tl'l.r 
vvP-n maY not he felt i_f thP a_fnrf'mF>ntiC~nPd ryrohl "TTl!" of' ff'llm-l'Rhirys <'P"n 

gtaffin(T :'Ire not T'f'Mnved, 

~~that th~ Af'ricr~n, CaribbPan ;;~nn 'Parif'ir ~F>rrP+::tria+ h~c:: 

nlrl':"nrh• ini+i"'tPn nr.~tir~t.;on.c: l>ri+h thP 'RurnnP:=!n '~<'.r.0noT'1ic Commt:trdt .. f,r 
fln. .. thPr f:i'1<mc-ia1 ~ssi_!=;t-e>nce throu(Th th" nrmd!"inn of' re~_onal_ func-l~ t0 
the nro~CU'lme, 

Aooreciatin..,. the efforts so far m?ne bv the African, CaribbP.al" anrl 
Pacific secretari::tt in coT'nP'ld_on Hith the proicct, 

~ n (T note of th(" ~onrP.rn f>Xnrr>ssen hy ~- c-Prtrd n number o-F' Governme"1ts 
concernin~ the crite,..i_a nserl in th,., rrr-~n+in..., of scholarshios to ne~tinna1s 
of ~ember States, 

?. !J!:.:"".J:. +hP 'R,..,..nnPr>"' F.cnn()mir- r.n.,.,nni+v +o rri~rp +he~P nroryo~<'!1S 

f;=~Vr)1IT"r> bl P cone:; rle-rnti on; 

~. RPC'TU~"~ts +'h,., F,-•pcutiYP ~prret,r-<• +, ac;~; c:+ t+e ~f'ri_can, C"!arihbPan 
--·-~ and Pacific- ~Pcrf'tar~_at to conpJ etP n,.,..,.oti.Clti_on~ Hit'~-, thf' Euron~e~n 

F..conomi c C"!omnun i t~r; 

4. Invi tPs H.,,. &ecnti_~ • .., C::pcre+:<~_r~r to .,..,.v:i Pl·• thP cri_tPri? -F'nr +hf> 
cH_str;hutinn of c::tHc-lcn .... -f'el_lo~·shi_nc; in <-o-onr>ra+i_on wi_th T"PT)'!"f'SP.nt:o>ti,•Ps 
of mPmhf'r St:>tf>s <tnn tl-,e t,..e~_;..,;_..,.., r.E"11+re!'; co"1CC"rner1. 

h." I ~leN. 1 '· / ()g?-~/er·r., '· IHr.o ,, '· ':2., -.:.... 

5!±./ E/CN .14/STPA/7-Ti'./r',N. 11. /PST). I /1 h., 

?l7th l"''~"eii"H!t 
1 0 ~ ,.,,..;_ 1 1 w. 
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415 (XVI). $tatisticaJ. Training Pro.~:!ramme for Africa : Special 
assistance to Portuguese-sp~aking African countries SE/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recognizing the speciaJ problP.llls of the .,ewly indepP-nde.,t Portu'?".lP.Se
speaking African countries and the need to make provision for them t.ri_thin 
the context of the Statistical Trainin~ Programme for Africa, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 205!~ (txii) of 5 May 
1979 requesting the United Nations Development Pro~a.mJ11e to ta'-::e a sympa
thetic view of the statistical training reouirements of deveJo~{n~ memb~r 
States and increase the re~onal component of its funds to ~eet these 
requireme11ts, 

Having considered the report 5§./ of thP. meeting of representatiYes of 
-the Portuguese-speakin~ African countri~'3, 

l. Takes note of. the report of +:his meetinm 

2. Requests the Executiv~ Sec,..eta~r to t-ak0 t-hr> nece~sar• stPps t,., 
extend technical assistance to Portu.-;t.tese-sp€'akin" Af'rican ~mmtries Hithin 
the framework of the Statistical Training Pror,ramme for Africa; 

3. Requests the United Nations Development Prograrmne to rp_ve adequatP 
financial support to the national and regional nro-;~ct~ to be pronosPd hv 
the Portuguese-spealdn~ Africcm cou11tries. 

416 (XVI). United Nations Conference ,.,n the L€'~_st 
Develoned Countries 5]_/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling resolution 122 (V) of 3 June 1979 of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade a....,d Development endorsing the ComprehePsive Nel-l 
Programme of Action for thP. Least Developed Cotmtries, 

Recallinl=! the relevant sections of the La.oos Plan of Actio11 r::,R/ 
adopted by the second extraordinary session of -~the Asser1bly of' He;ds of 
Stnte and Government of the Or.~a1'1i::>:ation of Afri<"'an Unity in Lagos in 
April 1980, 

55/ See chapter III, paragraphs 70 and 71 above. 

5§./ E/CN ellL/TPC!'f. II/5. 

5]/ See chaP,ter III, n~.ra~Vaphs 70 and 71 above~ 

5§/ A/5-ll/i4, annex I. 
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Furth~r recalH nl'7 GenPral Assembl ~r resolutions. 3b./2D3 and ?Jd210 of 
19 December 1979 on the convPning of a Conf'erence on the Least De,relor>ed 
Conntrics, 

R~al.linrr furthE'rmore its own resolution 397 (XV) of 1?. Anri.l l.oRO on 
the role of th~ Commission in the develo'!J"lent process of the African 
l~ast dev~loped countries, 

1. Extends its gratitude to th~ Commission, the Uni.ted Nations 
Development Programme and the United Nations Conference on Trarle and 
Development for the assistance they have provided to the African least 
developed c0nntries in the> r>re!)aration of the prorrrrunme for the United 
Nat;_ons Conference on the Least Developed Countries; 

2. Calls on the international comMunit~r to participate activelY in 
the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and in the 
country prop,ramme revieH meetinp,s; 

1. Calls furthf'r on thr> int-'2'rnati_onal conununi ty in general, developed 
countries, developin~ cotmtries in a position to do .so and international 
donor orp:ani?.:ations in p"rticular to provide ader<Uate -fin~_ncia] and technical 
resources necessary for the implementation of the Comprehensive Nel-r Programme 
of Action; 

b.. Renuests the Commission, the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development and the United Nations Development Pro$"amrne to continue 
to provide the necessary tecwical and financiaJ assistance durin_g and 
after the United Natio..,s Co!"'ference on the Least Develonerl Count-ries. 

31l.th Meetin~J., 
10 Anri1_ 1~\. 

!17 (XVT). The African Institute for HiRher Technical Trl:linin'1 
and Research 52/ 

The Conferencf' of Ministers, 

Reaffirminrr its resolution 3M~ (XIV) of Z7 March 19791 pararrr~nh 2 
o-f' l-l'hich called for the imMediate establishment of thP Afr;c;:-n Institute 
for Hir;her Technicnl Trai..,inrr, and Research as ~ rP~ional :in~rti+ntion in 
t,.,e sPrvi_~e of ::~_11 A-~"ri_can <;tatPs, 

r:,q/ See chanter III, P"~_rarrr~!'lhs 70 a.11d 71 above. 
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Conscious of the commitment made by African Heads of State and 
Government by the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action f!2./ in AprH l~O 
aimed at pursuing economic independence throuRh co-operation an~ collective 
self-reliance, 

Aware of the high priority that the Plan accorded to technologv and 
technical manpower development for the achievement ·of sectoral develo!'fllent 
objectives and targets, 

Convinced that the African Institute for Hi~er Technical Trai_ninn: and 
Research has a major role to play in devel_oping Afri_can technolo.p.cal capa
bilities in the fonn of technical skills a,.,rl innovati_vP. minrls that are 
crucial in the strive for ultimate regi.onal technolo!tical i'1de!lenrlence, 

Appreciative of t"e support and intP-rim institutional facilities tha_t 
the Government of Kenya has extended to the Insti~tte in order to make t~~ 
latter become operational immediately, 

Amn:eciative also 10f the financial assista.,ce that the United Nations 
Development Programme h::ts granted to the Institute for the preparatory 
work and hopeful of the further support of that -'Progranune in the development 
of the Institute, 

Concerned over the starting dfficulties facing the Institute and the 
fact that only a restr~cted nmnber of African StatPs ha:ve so far subscr:ihPd 
to the Constitution o£ the Institute a.,_d still fener StatPs have nrdd tlH,.;r 
contributions to its 1980/19Rl bud~et, both o+" '1-rhi.cl-t factors "a.,re made i_t 
e-xtremely difficult for the I11stitt.tte to become onerco.tioncol ns soon ac; 
possible, 

1. Urges all member States which have so +"ar :not doT"!~ so t-o .c;ubscri be 
to the Constitution o+" the Institute as a Matter of top ,.,riori t, a:rld oa~· 
their contributions to the bttrl,n:et of thl" Institute as exp~it5_ousl~· as 
possible; 

2. Calls uPOn all me!"lber States to ,~ve full a'1d effective nolit:ical, 
moral and financial SttP!lort to the Institute and to s•tstain its e!'ltC'_hUsl'>
rnent and development; 

3. Appeals to member States i:n a position to do so to co"s:idP.r thP 
possibility of secondi":.g CTUalifierl and e~periencerl n?_ti,.,nal_s to f'Hl nosts 
at the Institute; 

f!2./ A/8-11/ll~, annex I. 
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4. RPCTttests the RxecutivP. Secretary to : 

~) Convene a..c; soon aR possible an extr<'l.ordinary Meet:i:ng of the 
GovPrnin.~ Council of" the Institute :i.n order to resolve tl-te clifficultieFI 
ffl.cin~ the In.c:t:itutP. a.,d co.,s:i.der ~ys to make the ma.naJrement machinerv of the 
Institute operate effectively; 

(£) Continue his efforts to make the Institute operational as soon 
as possible and to mobilize resources for the Institute's buildings an~ 
equipment. 

418 (XVI) • ~~ul. t:i.l1!:'.t~_onal Proarammin «'! and Operational Centres §!/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recallin!Y its resolution 311 {XIII} of 1 March 1W7 which reco.~ized 
that subrevonal and sectoral integration consti tute·s the formdation for 
the establishment of a regional common market and dedided to set up a 
number of Multinational Prograr.uning and Operational Centres, 

Further recal.linn General Assembly resolution 35/5S of 5 December lgBo 
which proclai~ed the Third United Nations Development Decade and adopted 
the International Development Strategy for the Decade aimed at implementing 
the objectives and goals of the Declaration and Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 

Recalling again t~e J,aro:os Plan of Action fB:./ adopted by the second 
extraordinar;.r session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of 
the Or~anization of African Unity in April 1980 which palled for the 
establishment of subregional common market bv 1990 as the first step 
totm.rds the establishment of an African economic community by the year 2000, 

Bearin1;1 in mind the i'1creasing importance that African col.mtries attach 
to the Multinational ~~amming and Operational Centres as means of attainin~ 
the objectives of economic integration that they are pursuinr; t·ri thin the 
framework of the Lagos Plan of Action, 

Considering that, to attain these objectives, the Multinational 
ProgramMing and Operational Centres must be provided with adequate 
financial and human resources, 

§1/ See chapter III, para[?"aphs 70 and 71 above. 

§1:./ A/5-11/14, annex I. 
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~trther considerin~ that, 1n arlrlition to their onPrational activitiP.s, 
the Multinational Programming and Operational Ce·~tres consti tnte the ope
rational arms of the F.conomic Commission f'or Africa in imnl_ementi_nrr its 
terms of reference, pCI_rticularlv <Hl rep;arns sf:uni_ec;, rese~rch a'I'Jrl the or,ga
nization of consultations at the subregional level, 

Reaffirming the neerl to harmonize and co-ordinate the work propra.JII1'!te 
of the various MuJ tinational Programminf! anrl O!leratinnal Centres and the 
intergovernmental organi:?:ations within tt,_e snh'l"e.Mnns, 

Ackn01.,rled.~inf! the commend;:~_ble efforts alread,r made btr the ExecHti ,re 
Secretarv to decentrali7e the activiti ec; ,.,-r the r:o,.,mi!"sion and strenl!th~n 
the Multinational Programming and O:.>erati nn Centres, 

Reca] lino- the recQ1"lJTTendati one; and re.c;,., luti one; ,.eo tl,e various Cmrnci 1 s 
of Ministers of the Multinational Program,;..,,. ::t""n ()rypr:'l+in'1.,~ CentrPc; f"'(l11in,.. 
on me~ber States cmn -f:'he ~ryeci.ali7.ed ~O:f''"lf!;r>,e, f')~ +he TTni_tprl Natio"'S !';wsteM 
to contributP to t'l,e iMnlementation of CP.,tre :.>roiects, 

Appreciating the financiaJ support which the United Nat:ion,c; Development 
Programme has extended to the Ce'1tres, wi thou"': ~~hi ch the lattr>r t·ronl --1 l,~we 

been unable to perf'orm rna ;or "t<~sl~s at the sn'~--rr>n:irmal leve1, . 

Takinf! co:;ni zance o~ the ~o:':"tl,col"li no- ;,; nt "'; !""li ,., h" -f::l,p rr.,; ":Prl 
Nations DevE>lonment P~')~"'"'""e ?n~ tl,p ~t:'n'1nTI'Iir. r!OM"'i_c;c;in!'l ~f')l" .<\-4''1"ir.::> +f') 
evaluate the Centres, 

1. Rei ter;;~tes the need to c~rrli n"'te and harmoni ZP tl,,. nroo-r::tMmes 
of the Centren witl, those of thP inter~m""'rnMental or..,~.ni?'"'t;o,., rynrs1Ji11o
the same objectives 1d~l,in the subrE'~ion; 

2. Exnresses i_ts apnreciation to thP ~xecutive Secretary fo'l" hi!=: 
efforts to stren<rthen t"'e Cen+res, particn1C!rlv by decen+r;:~li_:?:in.,. tre 
activities of the Commission; 

3. Calls on the F..xecutive Serretarv to inte~ate, in sn ..re>r as 1'1n!=:~ih1 e, 
experts from the Ce..,tres into thP mann:i '10" tah1 P o~ ,c;t::t-4'f ~;_.,,.,,.Pn ~ ... om tho 
re,".'lllar hudr;et of the Col"l'ni.c;sion; 

4. Urges the Secretc>.ry-Ge,.., pra 1 to t~k~ F}.<~te~rer ste1'1s are n"'erlen to 
ensure that the oneratior>al staff nf the t;e,.,_tres, and in T)~rti_~nl ~.r the 
Director and two experts froM E>ach Ce'1tre, arP C'"lVf>'I"Pn h~r the r"'!m~l ::lJ" 

bud~et of the United Nations; 

5. Ap:.>eals to the StatE's M~bers of tl-tr-! Ct=>ntrE'~ -f:'o m::~ 1<:e eXT)t=>r+c: <~,.,~ 

consultants available; 



- 87-

Oo 'Rel"f'llf"!';tS t-ha+, in tJI';in,n; the unattached funcls pl edp;ed to the 
United Nations Trust Fund for Afrir.an Develonment, the F.xecuti~re Secr~tar,r 
shou]o take into account the nePds of the Centres for inmlemeTttin~ their 
spe~i.fic priority projPCtl';; 

7. Recommends that rnembf"r States shonl d take- account of the needs 
of the Centres l.rhen they make nl ed~es to the Uni-ted Nations Trust Fund 
for African Development; 

~. Than"kR the United Nations De-vel o11rnent Pro.n;rarnme for the very 
significant assistance it has extencled to t-he Centrf"s to date; 

g. Jnvi tes the United Nations Deve-lo!Jl'lent Pro'JI'amme to increa.se 
c'"'nsi.nerahJ~r its f'inancial aid to the Centre-s in the framework of i.ts 
third five-year nro~:Tammino: c,•cl.e; 

10. Rentle!'lt-s the F.xecntive SP~reta~· to contact thP vari.OilS oonors 
(donor conntri.es, fi.nancinz i.nst-i.tutions) so that thev may extend assistance 
to the Centres; 

ll. Recruests t"I-Jat the "laterial and fin~nci al aid from al 1 Unitecl 
Nations bodies to multinational nrojects for whic"- thP Commis~i.on is 
execntin~ ao;e-ncw should he ch?nnP] led throur;h the Centres. 

~17th mef"ti np, 
1.0 Anril 1.§/h. 

lLl<? (XVI) .. Medium-term nlan for the nerion l9RA-lo/\9 fjJj 

Takinrr note o-~' General_ Assernhl,r re!=:olution ?,/,./??It of ?.() DecPmhf"r l<r?Q 
est-abl i ~hin':'f ruidelines for mecHl.J.T1'1-term pl annin~ in the Uniteil Nations, 

Takin~ note- also of Ge....,era_l Aseemhl~r resolution 31/91 of llt Decf'l'l!hPr 
1976 in which the- ~ssP111h1,, i.Tt+er ::11 il'l rennesten the Ser.retar,.-Ge.,,ral to 
take weasures t'"' involve ~o;:;-~T~sPl; the !':ectoral, +'u-.,c-4-i.onal a_.,n re!!; onal 
pro(!raMJ'!E>-formul atin(! orrY;'lns, c:nr-1, ?.!'! +he r.,nferPncp o-f' Mhli.stPr~ n.c t-..,e 
F..c0n0Mic CoMnic;cd_on fnr .Af'ri_r?., in tho nlanninr,; ;>TI~ n.,..n...,..aJn..,;....,,... nrnrPc:;c::, 
::1nn 1•rcre-cl those oro;<~n~ to r~fr;o_in from un~PrtakintT nPl-" :=tcti~ri+iP~ nnt 
nrorrrammPrl ;_-., th"' mf>rli. um-ter"l n 1 ~H' ann th"' ~t• h!';f>mtf>nt ........ ,,.,.,..?1'111'1P hun n:Pt
nnle~s ? nrPssi.n~ n""'erl o-~' ?."~" nnfo-..f>~P""'~~l,... n.,+>n•e ::~rosf> ;o~ rlf>t"'r"linpn ~· 
thP Ge...-,Pr;"l 1 .~sc::e..,h1 ", 
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Takin~ fu~ther note o-f General Assembly resolution 32/206 of 2l December 
F!77 which requested such bodi~s (functio~al, sectoral an<i re~_onal) to 
propose, through the Committee f'or Pr0~amMe ::J.nd C!o-ordinai:'ion, relative 
priori ties to be accorded to the vario•J~ suhnrom:-aml"''e ~.ri thin t'heir resn~tbrt" 

~ ~ 

field of' competence, 

Bearing in mind that the med:ium-tel"''!l p1 ;~n from t-rhkh bi enni a1 work 
programmes are derived ·is meant to be used as a ~i_ife ~..._d t'hf'ref...,re d...,es 
not require an assessment of' buifP;eta~r rPsouroes, 

1. Welcomes the e·,c--,,1_anation that the startin,':! dl'!h" -for t'h"' i""-pl P.!"',....,ta
tion of the Plan and the extension of its dur~ti_...,n ,.,,.r~ iT'Itenrled t..., nrov:!.ife 
more time in which to ifevelop it ~~{I to hat'ITioni 7P +'he timP nPri.ort o-f t'hP 
United Nations metHum-tel"m nJan with the T)lans ...,-r the s1Jeci_ali7ed ao;enciec:; 
and the Lagos Plan of Action,§,!/ tht•!'l facilitatino: interap,ency progranune 
co-ordination; 

2. Renews its total support for the Monrovia Stratep.v 1~/ which 
constitutes an appropriate way for Africa to establish a m...,re ern.d.t~l)le 

international economic orifer; 

3. Recommends that the mPdinm-term plan -for 19Al·-l 9A9 o-~' th,.. "R~o11o~i,.. 
ComMission for Africa should be adontert; 

4. Urges memb~r Stc:>tc-s b') bPar the ~Ur'"':P~+i ons <'11if ,..PCom•'H'>n~aH ...,,~ 

contained in the La~s Plan of' Ac-tion i11 min{! lrhen drl'H<finr; nn thf"i !" deve1.op
ment plans a~d proj~cts. 

?17th ""cet.; n r;, 
1 () .&,nr.; 1 1 9A1 • 

Rf"callin'-.1 its full __ s••nport for th<> estahHshmerd:- ;md strPT~~hel"'in" o-f 
the Uni.ted Nations '{'rust Fn'1rl -for ~.frican nevel opmE"11t -for the henefit of' 
African Governme11ts and ~eopl_p, 

§!:../ A/~11/ll:., a.nnex I. 

~~ Col"'f'(:'renr:-e of Ministers resolution ~~? ('X:IV) of Z7 Harch lC!'9 
- (R/1 CJ79/r:)()..f?./C'.N., l·./7?.5). 

§fi./ ~PP d'lapter IJJ, !l<~ra.~aphs '70 aT'if 71 abo~rp. 
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Ha"'.ri_nq- examined the rPpor-t- on pled.'!es ru'ld p~_yments by meMber States 
as Hell as the progrPsl'; rP.port on pro,iect inmlempntation and expPncHhlrP~ 
:f'or the nerind 1gn-1g&) Fqf anrl the report on resources required for the 
biennium 1~2-1 9R1,§!!/ -

Appreciative of the goodwill of member States and African financial 
institutions as well as non-Afric~Tl GO"'.rernmentl'; and insti ttttions in contri
butine to the Fnm~, 

Annreciative in particular o:f' the gel}erous contribution made to the 
Fund by thE' C".oYernment of' India which is thP fir~t non-African developing 
country to have contributed to the United Nations Trust Fund for African 
Development in support of technical co-operation among developing countri~s, 

Recormizin.O' the efforts made b~r the Exec11ti ve Secretarv to ensurP the 
collection of pledrred contributions, 

1. Urges member States and African financial insti tuti.ons to make 
prompt paymeTJ.t of their unpaid pledged contributions as soon as possible 
in order to ensure, without further delay,the implementation of the priority 
projects approved by the COJTIJilission; 

2. Encourages the Executive Secretary to continue his eff'orts in 
negotiations with other developing and developed countries to contribute 
to the Fund; 

3. Agpeals to all me!'!ber States and African f'ina11cial :institutions 
as well as non-African Go-.:rernMeT'!ts and inl';ti tutj on~ to continue to contribute 
generously to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development in order 
to provide the resources needed for the implementation of the high prioritv 
work programme adopted by the Commission within the f'rame1mrk of the La.~os 
Plan of Action. 

421 (XVI). Staff' and arl.ministrative C'lttPstions· §2/ 

The Con-ference of Minister!'!, 

?l7th meetinp;, 
J 0 A nril 19fh • 

H~.vin"' t?l~en comi_o:>;ance of' the renort 70/ o-f the RxPcuti .. re Secretarv _, 
on staff and administrative ou~stions, 

§]_/ F./CN.14/791. 

f!J../ E/CN.lA/79n. 

£2/ See chapter III, para~a~hs 70 and 71 ahove. 

70/ E/CN.lA/7f?/:. 
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Noting th~ satisf'a~tory rPsul +s o.f' the> acti.or1s t~kPn in the field of 
the Afri.cani.zation of the stn.ft' anc'l th~ use> of Arabic in the sa"le He\~' as 
Rn.ry,lish and French, 

Arpreciati ng th<> effort!'~ o-£ th"' 'RxPcnt-i_vP ~ecrett\1""' to en1=1nre that
competent staff mPmher!'; <>.rE' rec'l"'ld tPc'l in thE' SP!"rP+:ari::1+ an~ tha.t t'l,ei r 
t-rorldng ann 1 i.vi.no: con~i t; nn~ arP s•1!"h +1,~+ their 1 epi timate T"P("1'1.d.rPM"",.,h:; 
are satisfied, 

Further a'1nrecia1-i.T1,.., the steT')!'; ~Jre~_C'h• t~1-:en mr the ~ecretar"r-Gp·,eral 
in this regard, 

1. F.xnresses its sc>.ti. st'act-i nn to thE' FY.Pt"n+i VP SE>cretarr .f'n,. hi~ 
pol ic,r of 1\fri!"ani?:ing the staff' o.f' +he sP~rPtari.at anc'l !'!.'!:':'>E..!'..:.'!!'!! hi, to 
continue his efforts in tl,at cli,..~tion~ 

2. Ur~es St~tes mPmbers o~ the r.oMMi.sl'lion tl,at are ei.+hPr not re>nrP
sented or are ul"r'le>r-renrese,.,tPd :i" +hE' c:;ecr"'t"'-,..; ~+ +o ,..,rn .. ..; .-1,.. th~;.,.. 1"'1.1n+:<> 
of staff h;r maldn~ av:1il::tblP to thP r.nm!"''ic;~=~inn seC're>+ari<>t l'"'nT"'T')P.f-,.,....,+ ...,a+inn~lc: 

from t~o~P StatPs; 

4. Urae~tly apneals to the comnetent authorities of the Tfuited Nations 
to take the appropriate steps Pi +h ;, v~ <'1~ to e""!';ttrin,~ c;t<lbi_l it~· i•-:. mn1 n .. ""lPn+ 
a'1d improvi.nro; thP Hnrt:in.- r>...,r'l 1;-..;,., ..... cn...,r'l;+;nn!'l n-f' thr> ~+?-~".f' o.f' t1,"' r.om,...,is~=~inn 

a.nd preventino: st<l . .f't' 1 n"'"'"'~; 

5. ~essl .. • i,., .. ,~ thE' SP~r,.ta,.. ... _r,.,., ...... ..,, t-,..., ,..,.,.rnn~ir'lpr .f-hr-o l"!n~t- ·nJ:O 
J.i .. Tin"; Stl'!:"VP,, un(IPT"tal~pn .f'nr f:hp r,nmmic:sinn 1 s nut,, c;tpt-i.on in orr1er tl,<>t
thP required cnrrective measnrPs <"l"f> ta'<Pn. 

?17+h "1ee+:i no, 
H) A nr-{ 1 'iC\<-n. ---.... ·-· 

Reca1lincr its resolution 291 {YIII) of?h F'ebruar.r 1crn, 'R~onnmi.c and 
So~:i al r.ouncil rPsoJution ?Dg"/ {LXIII) o:f ?9 lnl~r 1 c;rn ~,.,,.-1 GP11era1 Ac;!'lPMh1v 
re~nlution ~?Ill-() o.f' 1? DPcP!11bPr 1977 n., thp TJni .... Pn l\!"'+inn~ 'rransnort an"' 
Commun::i.cati_nns Decade in A~ri."a, 
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Further recallin,. its resolution 391 (XV) of12 April 1990, which 
rei teraterl its appP-al. to ntfm!bP.r States to gi.,_re highest priori tv to the 
transport ~md comMltni.cations proiects adopted for the pro~amme of the 
first phase of the Decade, requested African States to take the initiative 
of submitting to the various sources of finance requests for the financing 
of the projects adopted ~or the first phase and requested the Executive -
Secretary to organize, with groups of donor countries and the financin~ 
institutions, consultative technical meetings for the purpose of finding 
the additional financial resources necessary, 

Notin~T "t-rith s::1ti.sfacti.on resolution CM/Res.Ao6 (XXXV) adopted at 
Freetm-m :i.n July 1930 b;r the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
of the Organization of Afric-::1n Unit~r, and Economic and Social CotmcH 
reso 1 uti on lc;f',O I!· 6 of ?'3 Jul ~r l9AO on the Transport and CoMmtmicat:i ons 
Decade :in Africa, 

Further noti nl7 "f·ri th satisf'action General Assemb1 y resolution 35/lOA 
of S Decel"lher 1§A0 on +-he nrgani?:ation of' technical consult~_ti.ve meeti,n:s 
:for i-he T)ttrnose o:f' rai~:d.,~ ad,;!iti.omtl ~inancial resonrces 'for the Decade 
!'rn_"!;l"~mme, 

Consi dP.ri ng the results of the seconrl ConferencP. o-~' Af'ricaTl Ministers 
o:f' 'J'r~nsryort-, Co"lMuniC'at:ions anc'l Planni.n.'J 7?/ held at Addis Ababa :f',..ol"l 1.6 
to lA Yarch l9Al al"d t"-"e relevant resolutions ac'!o!lted at that Con-~'erence, 

Reca11i~ the role o-~' the Commission as lead a~cv in the implemen
tati.nn of the Urd terl Y.I<".tions Transport and COMr.tunications Decade in Africa 
a~=: def'il"Pd in P<'l.ra'Y,Y'~,.,h Ill o:f' the .~lol,al strategor 7.~/ for the Dec-arie anrl 
:in ~.,_r::orrr"lryh~ :?10 -to '?_I,P. o.c the T,;::~_,.os Phm of' .A.cti_on 174/ 

Cnnsideri.,"' thP 'I"Jeed t-o ,_tprlatf" the pro"'!'a"''l"le for the United Nations 
Tr;:-_nsport and COMmunications Decade in Africa regularlv, 

Taking account of' the fact that the progr~me for the second phase 
t-rhich cmrC'rs the peri_o{l_ 1.gBL~-19R~ should be vtO>r;r carefully p:rcparc:>d tri.th 
-thr> <lcti":re n .... :r-t;<-~_'13.-H.on o:f' "!1?"'1'1-:>C'r <;tates a~d that its r>renar('.tion should 
..,o+:- he del~:·Pd sons to E'TI~_hl.,. it:" to he ,..o.,~;_"'~ere(l 'w r~,.,nors, 

1 • 1-.JotPc: ~ .• ; ... ,., p~-1-;_ ~-~'.,ri-i.o"' i-l>f' ~,.."~*"'~~ ~o -~'<'lr "''a~P- o"" -1-l>p ;_T'!T1l Pl'lf'l"
t:"?+i o.., o.c -1-"'p :f'~.r~t- n"<""c;C' o.c th0 Ur!i tF!d Nation~ 'T'ra.,~=:nort ?.nrl <"'.o~tm:i ..... :o+-io'"c; 
11E>cC1(le T'll"n...,..a!'11"1" (1 oAf'-1 C\A~': 

- -- > ~ ~ - • I~ 

7?./ T<:,/r.N. 1 f, IP.l ?/R/CN • 1 IJTRANS/1 f.,c}. 

JJ/ R /C'.N. l 1._/??h-~/CR. 1 1._ /'T''R '\NS /1 /! 7. 

7!:/ tt,/c:_ 11 11 '·, ~n<-.... I. 
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2. Expresses its apnreciation to the Gem~ra1 Ass~b1~r -r,r t.,.,,. -~'ina.TI('ial 
resources 'tvhich it has ma<'le avai 1 able to t-ht<> C!ommi ss; 0"" -~'or t}'\P. n't"enara+-ion 
of the first phase of th~ Decade programMP ~ns -~'0r th,. or~~ni7.atio~ o-~' the 
technical consultative meetin.'!S with donors~ 

3. Also expresses its apnreci.ation to the United Nations Deyel opment
Programme for the substa11th•.l support it has ~vE'n to .,_.,,. Co~issi,.,n, Pn;<~hH,.,,., 

the la.tter to prepare the pro.~ammP for the first phase of the l)~a~,.; 

4. Further expr.esses :i_ts a'!'pr("'ciatio"l to donor conntr:i e~ ?n~ f'i n<~.nci ::..1 
instibttions for the assi.st~nce so -l'ar .~"''Pn to m("'"!hf'r St-atPs f.'o,.. thf' i.mnl e
mentation of the first phase of the Plan of Action o:f thP DPCa<'le nrn_aramme; 

5. Endorses the decision of the second Con-ference of African Mini c:;t-ers 
of Transport, Commlmic~tions and Planning, autho'!"i7.ing thP ~erutive ~ecreta~r 
to organi?:e the f.'olloHin~ t("'C.,.,nical m("'eti.n':':s behreen mf'>T"!ber Stah~!'" ::~n~ ~+',..iran 

intermovernmenta1 organizations concerned an<'! donors : 

(~.) Meetin~ on ro"lds, air tr?.Psport, telecommunications ;m~ nost-al 
services for the West African subregion; 

(£) Meeting on roads and in1 and waterways for the Ce""tral 1\-l'ri.can 
subregion; 

(£) Meeting o~ maritime transport ann ports f'or those countriPs 
of the 1i'est ;md Central Afri~an subregions Hhjch are Members of the 
Conference of Ministers responsible for maritjme transport; 

{£) Meeting on railHays for all countries of the regio11; 

6. Notes with satisfaction the nrorrress Mad.;> so -far by the ~ecutive 
Secretary, in consultation ~-rith member ~tates, in orga"li.zin~ these technical 
consultative meetin<:~;s with donor countries ancl f'inanrial jnstif:ntions; 

7. ;Ezg?resses its a!J:!)reciation to the GovernMents of To.~o, the IYo~r 
Coast, the United Re!>ubH.c of' C!am.;>roon anrl th~ T~ner Volta for aiT!'PPin" to 
host th,-se fonr techniraJ. consultat:i.vP l'l~etinr:s; 

8. Invites menber St~tes and inter~o~rPrnmeTJta_1_ or!'l';:~ni .,.~_tions concernPil 
to participate fulJ y in the -r>reparation al'lcl or~ani?ation of' thE"se techni.cal 
consultative meetings and to take all nPcessa~r Measures to ,.,,surP thf>ir 
su('cess; 

9. Apoe~ls to bilateral rlonor countrif>s ancl :financial_ institutions t,., 
participate fully and nosi-l;ivelY in the forthcomin.~ technical consuJtati~re 
meetings; 
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10. Invites in parti.cul ar the World Bank, the Afri.can Deve1.opment 
Bank, the Ar~b Bank for F~onomic DPvelonmen~ i.n Africa and the various 
Arab funds to particinatf' :fuJly an0. nositively in thPse technical consul.
tative meetin~s; 

Jl. Al.~o invites non-African third-Horld countries to express their 
soHdari tv Hi th African countries ~r nartic5.natin[! in these technical 
consu 1. tati ve meetings; 

12. Recruests thP Executive Sf'Cretar, to .sul:rti t a report on the outcome 
of th~se techni_ca] consnl tl'l.ti.~re meetin~.s to the ei~hth meet5ng of the 
Co,.,ferE>ncp of Ministers; 

1.~. Di.rects the Exec11tive Secretary to update the progrartmP for the 
:f'; ... ~t phase o~ the DecadP r<""ettVtr1 v in consul t~tion ·y.ri th member States and 
relevant United Nl'ltions special i?:ed a~encies anrl Afr:i.can interrrovernmental 
or:Jani zatif)T"c;; 

1.!1• Further rPrruesb; the Executive Secretary, i.n co1.laboration. Hith 
th'= <;peretarv-Gercral--;.p-tl,e Or.~anizat-lon of African. Unity, to en.bark as 
early as '!')')Ssibl.e on the prenarati,n o+' the Plan of Action for the second 
phasP o-f the Decade; 

15. Calls u~ the AdMinistrc.tor of the Uni terl Nations ne,relo'O!'lent 
ProrrraM!llP +-, nrm"i de anerrt.tah~ resonrces to thE' C01"'!"1ission i_n the Uni ten 
~T~til')'15 n~vp1n!""IO'nt Prnr"''"a!'lT""''s tl,irn nr~V'M"::IJTITYI;n.~ cvc1P for ":''he T)rE'parati.o'1 
~...,,.:1 i "":plement-atif)"1 O.c the' SPC'0'1n ~haSP 0-f!' the PPCade programme; 

16. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Cormnission with the 
necessary resources to enable it to dischar~e effective1~r its mandate as 
the 1 e:1.rl ,__n;,,.,c .. for t'l-tr:- :i ... ,.,,_f'Mf'ntatinn o.c +-'he nrorrr2mme of' t'he United Nations 
Tra·,~ryort ;mr'l C:oM,tmicr~tin"'c; T)pc?r'IP ;_,., .'\f'ri_c~. 

/17-th meP.t;n,., 
J.O ~T)ri.1 1 Q.<h. - .. 

~..,;Y_;_,~~~-=!'.£. t'he r"PT)nrt-7£/of the thirdC:onfP-rE'n'"'e o~ Afri'"'an 
!H.nis~Pr!'; of' Social .3,f'f~irs, hE'1rl at Addis Ababa, F.thionia, :from 8 to 
1.0 October JgRO, 

?S/ See Ch~ntPr III, ~a.r::trrraT)hs ISl to 611 C'lbove. 

7£/ F./CN. l.A/?85-B/CN.llt/ AMSA/III/Rpt-CM/1.095 (~I)ANS..A./II!/1980o 
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Recalling the International Development Strategy for tl-Je Thi_rd UnitP.rl 
Nations Development Decade 'ZZJ t-Thich identifies the '<ey social_ aspects of 
development and emphasizes the importance of extending and str<:>..n~+henjnf" 

the basic social services in order to reduce income inequalities and enhance 
the capacity of society for economic and soci~l. pro,-ess, 

Recalling further that the Monrovia Strate~r ,7f:../ which is in consor>ane<:> 
with the International Development Strate~r, em!'hasi 7.PS the n P.ed for the 
establishment of self-sustaining develop!T!Pnt arid economic .~m-Tth based on 
collectj_ve self-reliance and aimed at improving thP. standards of livin.P: o-f 
the mass of the African people, 

Noting that, in adopting the Lagos Plan of Action 79/ for the imptP."l<:>n
tation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Development of Africa, 1~emher States 
instructed the Secret~eneral of the Or~a~ization of Afriean Unity in 
collaboration with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Comntission -for 
Africa to take all necessary measures to faciHtate the iMnleMentation o-f 
the Plan of Action, 

Recognizin!{ the important role of the Conference of African 'Minist<:>rs 
of Social Affairs in the implementation o-f the Monrovia Strate~· for thl? 
Development of Africa, 

1. Exoresses its appreciation and thanks to the third Con-ference o-f' 
African MiniGters of Sqcial Affairs, for the detai 1 ed analysi_s anrl elabo
ration of the social implications of the La~os Plan of Action; 

2. Endorses the final report of the third ConfP.rPnce of African Ministers 
of Social Affairs and the recommendations contained therein; 

3. Urges member States to report to the fourth session of the Cnnference 
of African Ministers of Social Affairs on actions taken to im:renent the 
recommendations pertainin~ to the social imnlir.ation~ of the La~s Plan o-f 
Action; 

4. Further ur"es meMber States to give particular consi.deration to 
the adoption and implementation of the follot·ri_ng mP.asures nrescribed in the 
final report of the third Con-ference o-f African M'i.ni~+ers o-F Soci a1 Affairs 
and annexed hereto. 

11J General Assembly resolution 35/56 of S Decemher l9BQ. 

7R/ Conference of Ministers resol u-1:-ion ~3? (XIV) '>f ?:! ~-t>rch 1~. 
- (E/lfJ79/50-F./CN.J/. /7?.5) 

'l!ll A/5-11 /14, anne::-: I. 
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Annex 

I. MeasureR to improve the ciemoo-r~nhic a"'d ~E'al+l, si htat~_on 

Hhereas the present ~-~e s+rn,..t•trE' n~ thr-- ~fr-t~;:m pnnnl a+i_on is snch 
th?..t nn av~r::l",F> cl_oc;"" .f:'o A!t n~r ""n+ n-F' thP tn+al 'l)f'IT')u1 a+i.on is hel ot.r thP. 
a~P nf 15, 

Tfuereas su~h <'m ~-0:~ strncb,.,..e i.M'!)1 iPS a hi o:h ne!')Pndency ratio which in 
turn depresses the pro!)ensi. t~r of the 1 a hott!" ~orce tn save a11d exerts pressure 
on GoYernMents to incre~st" e"me,nitnrt" 011 snci ~1 sprvi.f'es, 

I 

~·Thf':',..e~.c:; th;s l()l·T !"'l"OT')ensit~· t0 R~YP mi1i+at-es a~_inc:;+ ? l'l~tion 1 s ahi.libr 
to mobi1i_7.e sn-F'-F'if'ie11t resottrr-""s -F'n!' inv~'>c;...,_,ent, 

T·Thereas 1 OH' 1 i -F'p PX!')~~tanc~r at bi ,..th shorte"~=; t"'c n!"nnuct;_ve 1 j_fe snan 
a_nn there-Pore e11tails 1m• retu!'"!"l 011 im.•esment, ennf'aHnn a.nn tra.in-tn~, 

1. "~<'ol"!"lnlatE', el.aborate and im'l)lem,.....,-1::' nn'1n1~_t"io ... ;:mf! family l)()l;_~it"R 

<>.-n-nrnT')riate to the re::>l;_+ies o-f' th.,ir r-on.,+r~.,c; Rn ::-s to : 

(}>) c::t .... ;h-e ~ 'h?1~n,..e 'hp+l·'"'"""' T'),..,.,.,,,..,+;n11 "'11...1 ,..pc;')nrce~; , _ _, 

(S!_) ~"'n"""' t'hp l)t•rrte~ n·" pvc.,~si~re ~'hil(l'hi,..+'h o, l•'O'I'l~n, tht"reb~· 
rr:ntJ.ce t~,,.,. c"etri~<:>ntal e:Cf0cts of this on t'ht" hralth of the mother and thus 
make it possible for nomen to part:tcipate effectively in ge11eral development 
ef-F'orts; 

(£) Rer'lnce the un~cCE''I)t::Jhle hi.o;h ratt" o~ :i.n-F'a.,t wo:+al_{+~· l·rhi.~h i_s 
still tn so...,e ~··+e,,t ~~~,...-;~_::>+,.,,.:~ •d-'-h thn lo•· ,,..,~·r-1 n.eo ,..p_c:(), .... ~,.s <"~"'1lilah1_e 

~nr ~C'rt_l+l, ;,.. 1\~ .... ;r-... ,..n,,...,+r;_Pc:, ..,,.,...1 +'he 'h;m- ~Pr+;l;+~· rc>+<>r 

?. ("') nrrr::-~~71"' ..,,_,l .-.+-ro.,..+'h,.,~ +hoi-.. -n:-._+;...,.--o.1 .,,._,.l+h ."l .. .,t,.,...,~ ~n.-1 -· . .;.-,.,1n..lo .;._ !""Cl-J no+~.,_~•- .. ry-;,...1'~" 'h,.,.:::ol +'h (':->.,..,., ;:.c: rl,..eo.;..,~ h~• +h-:- A_1_nn 1\.ta 
~n'!f'Pren~P, -f:''h" nb;r:-r-t;~r" '1-Jni.,r; 11 HP::>1t'h -F'or "1 1 h~· t'he y,.c>r ?01"011

; 

(h) Jn -f:'h; ~ Cn"'+pvt' ry-.~r ~T')"'('; :'> 1 ?f'-f:',.,n-f:'i_on -f:'O t'hp ~rnl l1P:!"~ 'f,l_ f'> rrr'OP'I)S, 

"'!~01~· r.lO~hr.-rc:; ::>_~r'l r.'h-;1 ...1.,...,._; h•r c:+,..,.,c:..,; 11"' 
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Pnable parent~ t-, ynak~ in-4!oJ"'!TTf'><" rl~; ~ion~ ~l--o•1+ t'hP nu!'lh':'r o-4! 
chi] clr.Pn the~r ,..r::-nt ::lTI':~ r.<m ~-f'-4!o,..d; 

{iii) F.clt.1cati on of nt'.rf'n+c: ;=~nrl ,..,,,..,.n+· c;nhc:+'i tn+f>l'!. ~ hon+ >mtri +'i.nn 
for familv members of v::-rious ;:t'!,P.R ~~ith p~,..t-ic11lar ,..,.-f'r>rPnt:-P +o +'h" 
nutritional re~1irements of childrf'n; 

{iv) ImprovemPnt of co!'lmuni_t~r hE'alth t:hrou<:J;h thP. nromo+-:ion nf 
primary health serrir.es. 

JI. Measures to imnrov~ +h~ CTtJ1'lli tv of hum?n rf'SoHrcPs 

't<Y'hereas t,_,c i11:i.terac~r ra+e al"'on~ the A-f'ric:'ln ,..,0,..,11l;:~t:.;on i.s t.m::-cr,.,..,+~h1~r 

high, 

l'Thcreas this Rtate o-4! affairs has a rH rect bNl.rin~ on t:hf" ,..,,..,.,dw~+;,r; tv 
of the Hork force, 

WhereaR Si~Jnificc:mt !)ro,..,orti.ons of the pri111arv a""r'l sf'condary ~chool a~e 
populations have no chance o-f' accrni ri n rr :m eonc~t:i on, 

Whereas the r>ro~ort:ion of M rl s <rttPnd'in"' ...,,...,_marY a...,r'! seronr'l~ry school 
is much l mver than that of· bo,rs, 

~fuereas curricula o.t both the first ann th,. ~econd level~ are hf'av:il" 
biased towards the arts and are lacldnrr in vocational and tec'hni,.,al co,.,t-f'nt 
resulting in a situati.rm ~·rhPre children 1 Pave school for O"""' rP::~c:on o,.. 
another with little or no practical ski U, 

It is, therefore, reconmended that : 

1. Memher States shouJd mobilize all ava:ilabl<" resnnrcPs (M<~teri<'ll anrl 
human) to eradicate illiterac,r aT'lon~ ?.rl11lts 1-r'i+h'in as c::hnrt :'1 +;,..,!" ;=~s ,..,,..,.,.pihlf' 
in order to incre~se thP-ir c>b~C:or,..,t'i,re can,.rib• a..,rl ·t:hPrPhv 'im,..,,..(),rP +h,.i.r 
pr~rluctivity; 

?.. Parallel and concomi ta...,t with thE' ahovf', rPC"'<"inrr M::>h•r:i.{lls must bf> 
prepared and made available to neo-1 i terate!'l via Ruch mPchan.i.sms c>.s communi br 
libraries and centres. These MatPri.al s sl-tou1.d be of st1C'l-> a n<1+nrp t'h~+ the,, 
c'!e::'l.l Hi th !'r'Oblems of life i_n rrenf'rnl ~...,d 'r'IU~t i.mn::>rt knrm1 eOrrP. anfl sl~'ill S on 
such matters as hf'alth, fardl~r l:i.fe, ,..,roduct;_nn, Pte. Int~llrct:tmls.shnnln 
make efforts to translate scientific knon1 en "':P 'i ...,to re~l it.- i,., A·rr;_r~.~ 

3. Incre<tsed efforts sho11l ~ hr-> m::.-_~f" ~· ,~mhPr St;:>.tPR to P"c::"rP t'he 
n,.,:i.versalization of opr>ortnni.ties for e0nC'ettion -for a1 1 c'h-il rlrr-n T'"'"'~,..rl1 e.c:~ 

o~ s<"'x, rf>l.i~inn, etl-tnic a.ffiliation ;:~,.,rl nl<~r" o-f' resi~P"'ces; 
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h. SneciaJ efforts should be Made to rPfort'1. thF> curricula content at 
the first and second Jevels o:f ec'ucation Hith a vieH to increasin.~ their 
yocational and technical ~o-n tent and to makin(T theM more relevant to 1 ocal 
needs and circumstances; 

5. Orientation SYstems m11st he ~reatecl Hhich td 11. ma'~e it poRsihle to 
direct children and yonth into vocational streamR in line n:ith their i'lterests 
?.nd a'!Jti tudes; 

6. At- thE> hi~er level, sci e'lce <md technolo.'rY should be given ~Y,reater 
T)rominence than is the case at nresent; 

7• Due iMportance should be attached to the teachin~ of Afric;om his
tory, culture and civili.:>:?.tion so that youn~ Africans should continue to feel 
an iltt?~'hp,Pnt to authel"'ti.c AfricC~n values ant:l thnc; :find a better ground for 
MUtual COMprPhPnSion anc ttnderstandin.o;. 

III. Measures to i_nryrovP the st?.htR of Homen rt'ld increase their onnortuni
ti es for invo 1 Y<""1<"nt ;_n na":';_rma 1 rlPve 1 o'l')mf""lt e-P-Port.-; 

1•rherens the en(!arTme,..t of tmmen ;n :-> Yarie+~r n~ >'\nn-dn""estic activit-ies 
is affected by traditional behaviour patterns, social attitudes and taboos, 

Whereas the limitations set by so'TI.e trae!i tionell values and religious 
doctr:ines on the rinht of t:oTJJPn to cdur.?t:.l')--: ~::-~.·" a rlirect be?..ri.,..-; on the 
practice of assiznin,(T 1roMe'1 +n 1n··-s"7.,_+n<1 n"<"ll")?.tions, 

1. African r~~·'"'T"'l""cnt ~n~ ~n('C~":';nnC\1 ;,.,c_:t;+,,t;rms ,r;hnnlr" la.nni:-'1, 
cc>Y!'I')ai(711S to chal"'(Tf'> ryrpc:;<>""-1:- ?..tt; tnrlPc:: toH<'!rds t"A. nl ace o:f t:o!"f'>'1 in societ~r 
end tn!':e concrete mPasn'~"PS tn el-Ja'1 (Te t'-1e statns o~ lm.,en in ~oc; et~·; 

?. Gm•to:rnMen"7s shm!lcl incrF>ase pf':f"nrts ~n a~hi_PVP the tom,;->1 izn+ion of 
edncc.tio·,al oryportnni.+:i.cs ~or bot~ Sr:>"!{Ps; 

3. Governme11ts shou10 t~l"e i.nmerl; ate m("asures to aholis~ (Hscrir.dn<t
torv ""loliciPs a,d practir.es in ermlo~"'l~"nt, H<>.o:e~ ~nc:l co'!"'rl,i"7ions of l,~or1~. The 
!)rinci.ryle o:f ecntal O!''l')ort•m;_t,. for PMT'll o~TMe"l"7, nro~oti.nn c>'1d thc> extensi.on 
of Pcrna l !)rotect5 nn to <~.11 ,.roc-kers re.rTC~.rc:ll es!'; n1' Rf'X, en l.o"-r a"'!n tri. ha 1 
n.-~"fi 1 iat; nn ""nRt he accent<"'cl hoth de factn <mrt df' iurP; 

L•.. Since earl.;r rmrri2.-::e ;:.nn M'~ol esN=•-.t l"'later.,ihr canst=> a to/'1-tole ra"'crt=> 
o:f so<"ia l, ryl-J .. si.cal ?.nd !'s~·chol.o.!;iC<J 1 dis?. hi 1 ;_ ":'i eR ete. , the 1_ en;a] a(Te of 
Marrian;e should be raised si~ificantl ~· a""rl f:::1T'!il ~r 1 i.fe educat:i o, nn-:-1 
rel:'!.ted services sho,_llrl he l"'!c>.t:le a~·ail<'.bl.e ;_, ?.rle'""liate scorye a,~ nttal i. ty 
to yon'1."' 'I')"'OT'lle. J" this co"!.ne:.-:-;'1,, CF>n+.,..es sho,_tl~ he F>c:;tc>hlisl,"'~ ;, +he 
1"1.1.rc> l C~reas to o:fft=>r :f?l"''i ly 1. ife erlncati on :fnr rura 1 tm"1Pn 5.n orrlt=>,.., inter 
~~ to ryreven":- ec>.rl~r ..,?_rr:i.arre: 
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5. Organizations such as the Pan-A.f'r:i.can HomPn 1 s Or,f!~-"i.7.~t;,,.,, t.rhich 
pla;r advocacy roles in promo+:in,c:r policies to improve the ~cono~ir, soci a.l 
and political status of HoMen in Africa as liTe) 1 as the rP.rrionaJ an(l 
subregional machineries £or the inte~ation o.f!' r.ror>~en in thP. _ne~·,.lonmPn+ 
process of the African Trnininc and Research Centre for HomP.n !'lust rPceive 
political, material and fi.nancial support frnm Member States so that theY 
~Till perform their tasks adequatel~· an~ effecti-,rely; 

6. In order to enhance the Mtco.li.ty of their partici.na:t·ion i.., nPvPlon
ment efforts and in order to irmrovt"' +"'Pi.r levels of nrodn~ti~ri.tY, nnnortn
nities for non-formal E0ucation focus:in,<; on impart;, ... nP.H skills snch ac; ;,., 
agriculture, animal hnsbandrv, home manal;!ement etc., shm,10 be om~neil to 
women; 

7• In order to rrive 1·•omen the opportunitv to nartici.pate in Hl'lP;f>

earning occupations in the .f!'oi'!'lal sector, Governments shnnld est:>hl; sh a 
network of creches, da~r-care CP'I'ltres, etc.; 

R. In order to help to relieve liTOmPn from th~? drud~e~r of thei.r dailv 
tasks at home and outsiile, programmes shon1d be undertaken f'or +he develon
ment, nroduction and marl{e-tiP"' of si!'lpl"' anr'l ine')l'nPnRiYe 1 ahonr-s<'l~rjnn 
dev:i.ces so as to frPe theM +'nr Mnre effectivl"' ..,.,._ri-ic.;nati.on in c:1evP1onmP..,t; 

9. In order to ensure that women participate to the full in develoPMent 
activities, ways should be found e:f'fectivel_,, +o a1 lrvi.ate their f'-.,;_1 v t:asks 
by rr.ivi.ng theM access to technol o_'T,irnl1 y apnrnnri. -=>.te nor'~ tools nncl training 
them in the use of such tools; 

10. A certain percenta~e of seats on estab1 ishP.d honi es c>...,rl ; .... nl anni_nrr 
and execution services should be Made avai l~hlP to or resPT'1•Pr1 +'o,.. ~-Tn''""'n so 
that thP.y ran as!'ltlfTle their ·f'nll ro1r:- ancl n:ic;r!harP;e their share of' rPsT)oT1~=;i_
biJi t~r in national develorr,.,.,t. 

IV. Heasures to deal 'Hith ryroblE'!fTls of •ront-'h unPI"nlo.,nnent 

WhereaS th~'rP <:lr"' J r'l"":e htt+ i "'nP+P'!"!"i.., ~'f;e n•~hPn:; o.f!' h....,-1:-h ni -r-1_ <; anrl hn-,rS 

"Hho are premature 1 y out o+' SC'! hoo 1 ~or ?. y::~ ri nhr o-f' rr>a ~=;nn ~, 

l'lhereas upon Jea_vi.n" sc1,oo1. thP.,, a.,..e "'Of: ad.em~Mt~'!y ,.rn,;n'"'~n r .• .;-~::h 
S!'>eci.fic proclucti.YP. ann MCIT'l':t:o+~h1 P. dd_11 c., ()~ . .;,...,. +n +'hp .p,..,.+ +'h->+ mn~+ 
ecluc<>t.;_on;:>1 s~rstf>!l1c: ::-re p1.;tist ;_, ch~r,..r+,.,.., 

l.Jhere~s if O!'>!)nrt>m;+:i.Ps <'rP nn+ ~nnnn .f!'nr ,.,..,.<~+;_~'*"' and n ... nn,,.+;,.p 
011-f;lp+s .f!'o,.. their T)r:'n+-11T"1 "r)ni;h-f'ul f"n'"'1"rriPc; 'f;~"" :=!!'~ 1;1--(>1'' +"" n,....:-4!'+ +m•:oo,..~!': 

<'-n+:;snci:o~.1 <1nr'l ~p.f!'i<>:t"t heh<"'."':'.;_nt•r rP'1,...E'"'P'"'.c-.;T',."' +'h ... ,.;o_+ +n -t;'h.-. <>n('.;?l .f!'::-_h,...;,., 
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1. A:f'rica11 Govern"!ents shouln creat~ a network o-f skill and vocation~l 
traini.n.~ +'<lciH+ir:-s i.n orCI~r to prepare out-o+'-c:::chooJ youth, hoth male ~nn 
fC'm~J e, for pro~uctive emnJ n;'lllent in ~-T')'!''l"OTlri~tf~ l'lect,rs o+' the nat"i.on~l 
~t)TlOPl~'j 

~. t";n,•(''l"T'!I!I~.,ts ~houl.d C'rC'c>te rmpo,..htnit'i_~!'; :f'o,.. cnnti'rl'lin.IJ ednc?tion 
for hott, bo~rs a::1d ~rJ.s nho have le+'t school prP.Maturebr, throu.~ evening 
institutes in urban areas and through correspondence education and the mass 
media for those l-l'ho live a1"'c1 wor1-;: in re'10te a-reas; 

3. C"lO':"ernments SbO'Jl n consit1er the estc.bl j l'lhment 0~ nr>.tionnl 1''"l.._h 
sr:-nrice p-rogrl"M"'!es l·rh<=''!'"" the;r r'lo not E>"('i.st ?."CI RtrPn.~hr:-n thoc::e ~.Yhi_ch are 
~.lrE':-.n_~r in eYiStP'1CP l•:i.t'l, ? . .. ,;_f'!f·T to tappi.n"; -f:'h_~ p-,_,..,..,.,., n+' m .. r~ ~.,rl ,.,;,..] «: 

-f'nr nP-.;•pJ O"!)"!C'"lt ~UJ"T'~C:e~! 

l·. 'rhc Or.'!?."i :>::"'.t:i_,...,_ n~ o\+'ri C' ?"1 TTni. t-.• Rho,,, n .,a~· special ~t+r.-nti.on to 
youth mo .. rentPnts on the co!'lt:i~P.rt "'nd lmr1~f"'-rs 1 ..,r.,.~nb:"'ti_ons (the Pan-African 
YoPth Hov"'!'1ent and thP 0r,<!anb:ati on of ."'-f!'rj C::->.'1 'rraCIE:' U'!"i"n TJ.lj t;;) ~' 
extE:''1ci"..,. +'i nancia 1_ ~U!'POrt :f'or the i.tnpJ P"le~t~+-i ,,.... o+' th,.; r "'c>.r-i.o,~ Tl'l"O""'!'<l.m
MPS. 

T·Jh,rf"'al'l rP+'tt'!E:'PS ,,_,rt (I~_ s~,-~_cer'! '!'erR011!'> 't:"f!>nre~e,t a "lanTlOT·~C'r Cl.ra.in anrl 
ir.T"'OS'.:' ? hl"'a1";T h'!:!"rlP'I'! th::-.t hol~!"' ""'!'l'lV~ ~i~~''Cj_~l ~.nfi SO('i_;:>_1 CO'!"\~e,.,H•l1CP!'; +'or 
A:fri.c-an countr:i.~s, 

l-fhcrr:-ac:, it is nP.Cess=ty-,• +'nr c;tatr>c; ... ,...,_~,.,.r~ o+' the <Tn;:-•.~i ~c..ti.o.., · ,-f' 
A:fri.cc>_n Hn:i ~r to a~Sl'ME' ro 11 Pc+i ~:P rPS'!''m~i hi 1_ i. ty +',r thr.- T.•p1 1-'l)pi"-:- o+' 
~er!"'ons uho havP bPl"oT'!I"' ,..P+'ll'"P"'~ ~,rt di~ryl <>c~ ~""r~"""1 ~:ci ., r~~uJ.t o-f 
f'Cn..,o!l':i.c, soc;_~l a..,;.:t ,..,nli.ti~"'?l '!"rnl:-1"""'!"1 .,.,.,~ n:'ti:>,,..::ol ,....,rt "" ... n-rn~~e rH.saRters 

. :in thr:-:i.r mm lanrl, a!'l ·y;rplJ ~R ""tT!"f'Ss:io,., or thrP~t o~ ~.,.~PI":!"'~on ~·one 

~P!'1hl"'r ~t::~te ?.~a::i.nst anoth,r, 

T.-rhP'!"P.<'l.R it is ncceS'1<".T"" for the 0r('r,1?"!i-<l.ti.o.., of Afri.c~ Uni.t~• and the 
anryro;lri.:J.te horli.r->~ nf ":'1-e llrti+-e~ N;-+in.,~ +..., ~a~"'":',~-r'! ~unrl"'mp•,+?.l ri .. "htc; 
?.:lrl to proViOE:' for the bas-ic hPM?!" "'P~Cl n~ nP')""'"'''I'I~ i_., 't:"P+'n'"':PE' si-~hlR ?nrl 
t.., ?!'l~iRt ~j~.,l.:'..cerl .,e,..~o..,_<> to st:"rt ;:1_ :nP~·· J;_f',., nheth(-'>r thr>·• are on thP 
c"nt:i."" r;>n"; nr ou+si~e i-f:', 

1. Mc>m~er ~tates shonl rl inte,~i:f~· -f:'h,:.i r f!>~f'orts to ;_.,.,nrove the 
E'CO'!"\n,..,ic, ~oc:i_al a"'c'1 othP!' cnnf!i.H_on~ -f:h:::~-1- tPnrl to seJ""tre a~ nush :f'~.ctors 
for re+'u~ees a,.,.d clis.,l<.>.cerl nersonl'l; 
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2. Member States should intensify collective eff'orts to force r~.cist 
and expansionist regimes to change their policies towards Af.r-i.ca-r nopnl a
tions radically and to desist forthwith :from commi.tttinrr ~.rrrrression ~.'!ainst 
their neighbours, especially the -f'ront-line Stat,.s; 

3. The Organization of Af.ri~an Unity shoul ~ use c>l.l ~.va:i.lab1 e means 
to promote peace, stability, security and good ne:ighbourly relations among 
African countries by ensuring that member States abide strictly by the 
principles and relevant decisions ofthat Or~anization, the United Nations 
and the non-aligned movement, and in particular the pri.nciples of sovereig"1 
equality and territorial integrity of States, invioh.biHt~r of State 
frontiers acquired at the time of independence, non-:i.nter-f'ere'1.ce in thP 
internal affairs of other States, non-use o-f' force and the settleMent of 
disputes by peaceful means; 

4. Material and ·technical assistance should be extended to fron~-Une 
States in Southern Africa, in conformity with the relevant decisions of th.e 
Organization of African Unit~r, so that they can effectivel~r discha.r,!!e their 
responsibility to the national liberat:ion movements and prmride adequat~ 
care to victims of the-apartheid regime; 

5· Member States Hhich have not yet done ~o should accede to tbe 1951 
United Nations Convention FJ;J./ and the 1967 Proto!!ol 81/ relating to the 
Status of Refu_'Jees and the 1969 Convention of the Orga"'izat:i.on of Af'rican 
thity R2/ Governing the S:9ecific As-pects of Refueee Problems in A-frica -i_n 
accordance with resolutio>'l CM/Res.Rl4 (:XXV) of the Organization o-f' Afr:i.can 
Unity, since that Houl-:l contribute to resolvin.~ tl,e problem of reftt!!,ees 
in Africa; 

6. Member States should recop,nize the pe~'-ceful c>.nd h11manitaria-n n~-tm .. e 
of granting asylum a-nd, must strictly abide ~r the l)rovi sions of article 3 
of the aforementioned Convention of the Organization of Afric~.n Unibr; 

7. Ef'forts should be made hy the Or~anization of African Unitv, the 
Office of the United Nations High CoMmissioner for Re:fuoees and other 
appropriate United Nations a.~encies to -facilitate the placement of refup:ee~ 
in l-tays that l,rill fa:i.rly distribute the burden across the continent, in 
accordance with the recommendations of the 1 (}79 Arusha Conf'erence on the 
Situation of Refugees in Africa, and Hith otl,er relevant decisions and 
resolutions of the Orf!ani?:e~.tion of' African Unity and in particular 
resolution CM/Res.727; 

8o/ United Nations Treaty SeriE-s, No. I~25b.5, vol. 189, paee 11=)0. 

81/ ~., No. I;8791, ~a~e 267. vole 606, pag~ ~. 
8?./ See Official Records of the General Assemhbr, Twenty-seve-nth 

Session, Supplement No. 30. 
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8. Agencies should be established at the regional and subregional 
lev:els to 

(~) Build an information bank about employment and training 
possibilities in various parts of the continent; 

(2) Serve as first stage reception and processing centres and 
make initial arrangements for temporary care; 

(£) Assess skill levels of recentl~r arrived refugees with a '\riew 
to using this ass~ssment as a basis for exoloring placement possi bU i ties in 
potential countries of asylum; 

(~) Provide refugees destined to go to a given country with orien
tation and counselling about the political, economic and social conditions 
of the cotmtry of asylum in order to facilitate the ad,iustment of the new 
refugees to the new environMent; 

~) lfork tm-rards the eventual integration of refugees td th the 
host society through such means as opening up access of refugee children 
to the educational s~rstern a..,d t"'henever possible promotin.~ the resident:i al 
integration of refurr,ees in the larger communityJ 

9. A special resolution should be adopted on urQ;ent and imperative 
need to free all poli ti.ca1 detainees being helrl prisoners in ~=;outh€'rn 
Africa and particularl_,, Nelsnn 'Kandela. 

VI. Social oolic" me~:~snres to be taken in anticiPation of ad,.rerse soci~l 
consequence~=; of tl-te i_m,.,J ementatio,., of the Laws Plan of Acti_on 

A. A!!rit-nltural_ develnnment 

li'hereas, as a resnlt of the low priorit~r accnroed to agricnlt't,re i.n 
development planning anit thE' great e'nnhasis placed on c-ash cron pr-oduction 
in the past, the food situation i_n Africa is assurrli.nf! seri_otlS 1')roportions, 
as a result of which Africa has non become a net importE'r of food, 

Recol{l'lizin::: the fact that t'-lE' moder.ni~ation of a.w-:icultnre is !P-,,e.., 
prominence in the J,a_~s 'PJ_an of Action, 

_ Convinced that, ~r ?.nd lar~e, nothing ""·~-«: bt'"l"€'+'i ts coul ~ ac~T"'tP +'ro'" 
the efforts to promote ar;ricultural rlevelot'f'1ent, 

Whereas at tl-te sa~e time it is important to recoC?:lli?.e that the produc
tion techniques (capital or labour-intensive) which must be adopted will 
affect the labour use pattern and hence will have an impact on rural un
employment and underemployment, 
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'f'Therea~; it :i.~ imnorta..,t tl"'l reco.T'l"' :"'~ th<1.+ thP.re ?re -i . ...,~ti.t•Itio.,R1 
i.t'lpedime·,ts SttGh as la""!.'HI"'Ird-tP.nant ,...,., ~tio~~ ~:':'.~ H"E'<'O'!ll"'ll"';~al, ~.nrl ~,..~~Pnt~ 
l.an~-tl~P. techni.cnJE'~ th~+ co..,+-,..;.,..,.,+P. .._" c.+:"'~~+-il"'ln in +h~ ?""'"'""1+,_,,..?, !'lPI"t~"'~r, 

~i~eri11n: thnt M~.n i~ at th~ <'~'~"tre of the CIE>VP.1o'!""!"'1t proc~~;~ ~.nrl 
benefits or suf':fers +'rl"'m +he ~,.,<:-:ia1 l:"o~tc; ,.,~ de~·~,,.,nM,.,.,.f:- and thr->r~+'orP nP~rl~=; 

to be in a '!000 Ph~rsic?l ~nil mPnt;:~1 s+a.te, 

It is,therefore, recommende~ that : 

1.. Member States ~h,.,,~l-:1 +'orml.a-f:-P anrl "'-"'"'lr->1"1"':-'+ ~?.1"-T'P.:o-cl-.in,. 1-'I":T'::lT'ian 
re:form pr,.,!JI'rul'M.es l·r-i th nMn-:;t ,,,.._~.,..,c~r; 

2. Go·:ernmC'nts n+' .f:-hP. re.~i on ~houl ~ ~rPatP l"P!';P?'r('h ;.-rn,.,..~"'!J"'r->C: a.,r~ 

facilitiec:; -f:-1"' adR.pt y>rncn<:-tion t~~".n,.,10T-~S t':' "'lal(n +-hPM ~·1i-'-ah1P +'n!" 
'African realities; 

3. Governments shC'ul.d +'0~nlate C'.,d -i_m!")lf'-'"lpn+, -.:··i+-f.. .,.f.:-m!"'c;+- ,,,..,....,.n,_~,, 

policies concernin.~ so·n conservR_+; "", thP +'"'"'~;.,,., o+' ,.,~P!""'T'ntlT'd u?+Pr 

and reforestation so as to rt::'~to!"P anrl m~i..,+-:d, Pcolon}r-<~1 ef""•·n;"h,..;,,., in 
rural. areas; 

~~-· Governm~nts c;h,.,uJ--:1 +'ormul<>+e ~..,,.:~ ;.,,,,...m,..,+- ;,.,,.,..,..,~,~"' r::t"'"""-'-l"',...~"~"""e,t 

pro.o,rarnnes t-rhich focus on mak:i.n~ nomc>.di.~ pac:tora.l i stc: sed,.,+-::~-r;r ~r tTr~d,,:::~11" 

circmnscri.b:ing areas n~· mo~reMent a.,d s:imu1 ta..neonsbr creat:i.nn: t",.. .,..,?_ai~ and 
necessary social infrastru~tnr~ ~n~h l'!.r. schnol c:, h~a.lth +':v~il -i_+i .--~, hn•t"li.nr-, 
m~rkets, etc.; 

5. In order tr:> pnh::~'!'lce +he P+'~il:"i_,.,...t +'tm~.f:-i_n,;,.,..,. ,.,-r "'("'lr--ie-f:'~• ~.,n nrn.,..n+-_.. 
prnr!Pct:ivi. ty, C'-.overnmcn+s shonlr! 1 <'l•mc:-h m~s~i~r(:' C'al'l~~d ~~ ~;..,.,.,.:~ ?of:- Prc>rli r<'lt1 n_n 
i Jl i.ter~c~r among the ~-~:i.rml tnral nnnu1!'--f:'ion m:d..,,n, <~11 ~nr<'!i.l a.hl e manno~·r(:'r 

includin~ stude.,ts and the ,.,; 1 i ta~r; 

6. C'-.o~rernm~nts sho11l ~ t;tl,..,. nr,.,l'lt)t a11d d~ci~; .. ,~ mP~~mrE>.o; +-,., ~rot'lote th"' 
co-onerative moV'::'Me--:+ tn ,.~~ttrP. that it r,.,~"''rs -f:-1-,p +'ood ryrnrluet.;.on ~uh~ector; 

7. GovP-rnmeT'ts shmtld acc,.,rcl pri.,.,rity in rnral devplonment schr:-mPs 1:'1') 

t"1P E>Ypansion of small-~cale and cottan:e :i.:nclustriP-s Hith a vieH to solvinn: 
the probleMs of rural unemnlovment and undere-mpl.o .. rment; 

8. Governt'lents sho•.tld becoi"'P ~i_r~ct1 .. ; "''!I') 1 vert, vi. <1 .c;tRtP- P-n+-rp.. 
preneursh:ip, in J ~r<!.e-c:c31_e pro~ncti_on of food, usin,<'.'( annropriate technolo~r 
t-l'i.th a view to increasin~ food resE>~res; 
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9. Governments should launch mass education pro~ammes desi~ed to 
change tradi t:i.ona1 cn~toMs, t~boos and atti. htdes concerni.ng the uti 1i zation 
of food; 

10. Go~·eMJ!IE>11ts should or~ani?;e a su~tained cam-paign usinl'. awicultural 
extension and communi~r development type of strategies to educate the 
agricultural population in improved methods of cultivation, harvesting, 
storage and processing of agricultural produce; 

11. Governments should t.rage educ::ttiona l campai ~s against tradi tiona] 
customs and taboos w~ich miJi.tate against production; 

12. Gm·ernments should adopt crt"dit policies conducive to making credit 
availC~.ble to the farming populatio'1; 

13. To motivate fat":'!er.~ to produce more, Governmt"nts should adopt 
equitable price policies and expand Marketin~ facilities for a~_cultural 
pro~ucts; 

V-• Governments s~o,tld create food distribution s~rstems that "!·rill help 
to make products avrtil<:.blc-- to all sectors of the population; 

l5. GrwerrtMents shou 1 c1. e~~nd genera 1 health senrices to cover, as far 
?.S possible, all sec-t-ors of' 1-he TlO!'l'-tlation; 

16. Mer.tber States should intensify research into :food con~ervC~.tion and 
y>onulari?.:e the results o-f' such research; 

17. In each State, !=:OC5.?.J t-rorkers sh.ould be involved in th.or> nre:?aration, 
c--:vc--cuti_,.,..., ~~d evaltl?.tion of specific development proo/ar.mtes 'T·rhether of an 
a~icnltural or industrial. nature. 

B. Tn_-"ustri.<1.l develomcn:t 

T·:rhereas t'le s~ond extraordinar<• sc--ssioT'I of th.P AsseMhl 1.r of Heads of' 
Stat-P and r10-.:·ernment of tho; Or~;:,ni '7<ot:i.on o-f' 1\f'ric~n T.Jni_t .... calJ ed for deci!=:ive 
measures t0 be ta!<en t,., stirnnl~te the r<'lpid i..,c'lustr:i.C'I.l:i?.:at~_,.,,, o:f thi_'3 continent, 

T•J'herl':'a~ the Heads of' State and C"70V<".,..,.,_"!ent stressecl, at t'l,e .!'!<'l.irl meeting, 
tl·~.t j_nc'lu~tr"irtli7~tiO"'' :')ol:i.c•r !=:hn•1lt:l -f'r)("t!S pr~."'1t"ri1•r on meetin."' the basic 
Mate!':i:"l nef-'..:ls o-f' th~ poryul_;:-ti.on~=; o-f' +his ,.,..,"':'~.,..,_nt, 

''!h"'rP~r.:: tl.,..,r ~1 ~o unrlernr."'!"""' th<" ce·•trC~J role o.c 5_..,n•1:::+ri.C~l i.?.:ation 
as an-··;.;.;;;c-ti1•r hstrnT.'e"'lt of tdnnin~ for Africa i.ts ri~htfu1. place in the 
uorld market, 
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It is, therefore, recommended that : 

1. Governments should increase control over ral-1' materials and natural 
resources as a prerequisite for il'dustrializatio'n in developin~ countries; 

2. Governments should adopt an inrlnstrb.H 7.at:ton T)OHcy basPd on 
considerations of relative and comn~?t:i.t:i~re ~rhr<'lnt:o-n:e in term~ o-f :<\V~il chl P 

raw materials; 

3. In developin.~ i.ndustriali?:ati.on policies, C'.overnmenb; should ta~e 
into account opportuni.ties for job creation in addition tf') re'tnrns 0'11 

investment; 

4• Governments s~oul d consider the imp~ct o-f the crec>.tio'1 o-f' new 
industial estabJishments in agriculture; 

5· Governments should adopt a physicctl planninp; po1i.cv that -forms an 
"integrc-.1 part o'f the national development p1 an based on the nd.nciple of 
regional balance which means, in particular, that industriaf ctctivities 
should be decentralized ·so as to : 

{!;) Narr01<1 the ~ap in life st~rles beho~"een urban anr'l !'!tral. populations; 

(_2) Reduce the pressure on employme"t opportunities and the supply 
of other services in rural areas; 

(c) Use industrialization as a means of rationa1.izin~ and moder-
nizing eco'ii'omic activity in the agricultural sector; . 

6. To realize the goals of a geographica11~r dece11tra.H?:ed industrial 
system, Governments should undertake thP task o-f advance plannine i·n tenns 
of : 

{.2;) Determini11!3 sui_-f:-able sites f'nr net.r incittstri.es; 

{_2) Planning the physic ell layouts of the site on the basis of 
accepted zoning practices; 

{,£) Provid:in.~ housing and other social faci li tie~; SllCh as schools, 
health centres, markets, recreational areas and so forth; 

7• Governments should set standards for the disposaJ of' industrial 
t.raste so as to protect the environment f'rom pollution; 

A. Governments shonlr'l. promul~a.te re"t1 ations that e.,s,_tre thE' p'I"'tP.Cti.on 
of workers from occupationco.l diseases and industrial accirlents; 

g. Governments shou1_d adont a system of remuneration that t.rUl 
stimulate motivation and discipline i'1 lmrk so as to e11courage hip:h 
productivity. 
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C. Science anrl technolosv 

Whereas one of the major causPs of Africa's underdevelopme~t is 
backwardness in technolo~, 

Whereas technology transferred ~elunctantly and without bei~g adaPted 
to the needs of the receivinR country is not generallY in the interest of' 
developing countries, 

Whereas it is necessary to ada~t science and technology to African social, 
cultural and economic realities, 

It is, therefore, recommended that : 

1. Governments should mount research programmes in the adaPtation of 
science and technology to the realities and needs of their respectiv~ 
countries; 

2. Gmrernments shou] d acti'trel y !JrO!"!ote tl,e accenbtnC!e h<t the pnhli r. of 
technologies adapted to the releva.nt situations 1.rhiC!h affect the social and 
economic life of their countries; 

3. Efforts should be made to produce and market improved equipment at 
costs affordable by the average p~rson; 

4. Government should encourage anti sunport service and prorlucer co
operatives in employing scientific devel opMe'~ts in a_qr:i.cul ture anrl pronuc
tion inputs such as fertili7.ers, Pesticid~s, funrricides, etc.; 

5• In order to im!'lrOVe the health status of thP ~e"1era1 nonnl1'!.'tio"1, 
tl-Je ryu~st for si.l'I'!Pl~ anc'l vet pff:iciPnt methodl"l of providi."1rr a.demlatP 'I'~Tl'!ter 

Sl.l~plies for perso-nal l'se sho,tld he in("reased. Jn this respect the use of 
t-rind mills should he ~vnlored. 

n. HPM'lllr'PS to hP t?1<:P" to 1'11?X1 Ml.ZP tl,e C::OC!i "1 ....,,., P+'-1 ts of' tl-Je 
;;;::;:;n;::,s.,-rl oxry;:~., c::i_f"l"1 of' ::>1"1 i. n"':'r~_-l\f',..; {!::>.., noh.•n,..l~ n+' tranl"lT)nrt 
~~----------~~----------------------------------------and commn~i.ct'lt:i.ons 

Wh~.!:,~~ tl,p sPCn-nrl o"":i-r,.,,..,r(!i..,:-o.-r;• c:;r;>ss;n., o.t: i-hE' ~c::!"Pl'l'!l:-1;• of Hearls o-f 
~t~t,. ~"1rJ f'-,f'wern,.,,....,-1:" o-f the <'rl!.ani. ·nti.f"ln o+' l\f'r{c:-::>,., TTni . .._~r P.+'fi."'"lPrl t"'P 
pc::pf•Jlne"'s of eXT"'?nrli,.,.~ <'- CQn-':"i_"P"1-r~l net'l'•'!'rk o~ trc>.m:;'!')nrta-1:-i.o, and C01'11"'!1l

nirati.0ns <'IS a mt?~>ns nf' arl-.:r~."Ci_..,~ the caus.o o:L' col 1 ecti-.re se1f'-reli2"1CE' 
aMO"'.!! -~+'ri.can countr~ 0s b~· e""C"'!-an;:i.:rl<! +'r-PP Y"O,.·P"l~"'t of' !)t?onl P a'"'"' t:rf)f"lrl!'! 
~C!:rosc; n::~t;_,.., .... al hon~c'l:>_r~es, 

l•!l,!'!"E'?~ this i.e; reco-~i ~ed as an ef'f~-f:'hrr;> "1P~'1~ nf' ryr,.,..,ot:i.n,. A.f,..i_ca.., 
U'1:i. t~r J 
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Whereas it is also important to '!'f:'CI_,_.;:>:f:> +-l-?.t at +-h~ ~am"' t5_'1"'1~ this ;~ 
li'kely to have advf:>rse com:;enu~Tl~e~ o., P""ic::tin..,. T)attPT'TlS ,.,of .,n...,nl :<~+-i_n-n ~"" 
manpo"er distribution, 

It is, therefo~e, recomMended ~h~~ : 

I. Governments shoul~ : 

(~) Accord hi~h ~riority to this worthwhile goal; 

(~) Study policies of migration which would contribute to solving 
social problems arising out of migration in Africa anti their iMpact on thf:> 
economies of Afri~an countries; 

(s) Encoura.!!.e the excl-an~e of vidP.o-taped l'\"".4 oth~r nrngraM'!'Pc:; 
depicting socia1 life,- .cultnre, important T'~~s al"ln P,_pen-1:-s :i."" (!j~f'~,..ent 

African conntries, unti_1 su~h ti!"!P 3.S <~., i.ntra-~·~ric~.., s?-f:"olli_t-.,. c,.,..,,..n,..,i_
ca.tion system mak~s li~,,. broaCicas-1:-i.ng a re~l:i_t-y; 

2. Partners shouJtc1 ~ 

(,!!;) In the cas~ of joint ecOT'om:i. c pr0j~cts c:mch ?~ ho~""" j_nr'•'<+ ... ; .,.s 
located in the territory of one of the !)a.rtners, m<~.'ke labour alloca.ti_o,.,s 
classified by skill on the basis of a rruota a1l0c<'l.t-io., nro...,n,..-~-:;_,.,.,:<l-~-:.,. -~-:,., H~ ... 

share of inputs to the -,roject; 

(,h) In thP. case of joint e<-onomic ~roif:>cts ?.~ (!p~;_,.,P" nT'"Pr ?(~) 
abo"tre, sign a:n a';I'PP.!"!ent concerninl!, the ri.ghts o'f the •-•or""',..~ dP'11 o,r.,.n h--r 
reason of the '!"a:rtnP.rsh:i._,.,; 

3. In O~Pr to !>t;'on!Ob" rrreatPr nndPrst<~ndi.,~ ?"!O'I'lg the n""Qpl p 0-L' _1\~ ... ;(",... 
and to ac1vance the ca.u~e of A-frican soli nari.t,,, trmri_o::'l"'' b-. A~ri.c.-...,s l·.; -J:-'hj_..., 
Africa should be acti_vel~r ,.,romoted by t-ror1dn~ o~1t in~eT"T"C":-~-:;,.,.,:>1 :<~.rrre~P,.,+-!" 

among national tra.ns:?ort ~t~.rtict11 ~.r1 ~r <~.ir tr::~nc;nort-s,rstPm~ ?hn•1t- 1 nT•-co~+-
travel !)a.Ck?_ges; 

E. l~f'!a.surP'3 to he t?1>::PT'! tl') l'l!~..,..,'"'.,':!"_t~P ~nr~_~, ::-."~'~"'!...":~"'.:? 1')-f ~h.,. nn<:!C!ih1P 
discovP~r o'f alternativP ~onrces of P.,ern-<r 

r.onsirlerinP.' the co,.,sta"'lt rleterioratitm in the tP:r"ll'l n~ i:'rarle, 1-hP lOT·' 

!>rice level o~ r?l~ 1'1atPri aJ e:l!''!'Y':rts and ~h":' stPa~~· i ncrP~I'l"' ;_...., trE" ~o~t o-f' 
im!lortro '"~_,...1t-f'?.ctnrPs c-.!'CI se~ricPc; •·r"'i"''l, ~""0'117 ot-h~r t'hi_,.,,..c; 1 "'?~ ~,., ~,ll,..b_l?
tions in P.ner.~r nrices, 

r.o.,~ir'Pr.;.,"' t~e nee~ to est::~hlish the T'el-! in':ernc>ti,nal. ec,"1ol'l!ic or~er 
as r<~-Pi"1 y ?.s T>Ossi hle 1 
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Stressing the importance and urgency of reducing Africa's excessive 
dependence of foreign sources of energy, 

Whereas it is important to realize that, in spite of the economic 
advantage of a breakthrough in the development of reliable energy sources, 
there are likely to be social costs in the form of the disturbance of existing 
patterns of population settlement and adverse effects on the environment, 

It is, therefore, recommended that : 

1. Governments should undertake advanced planning for the resettlement 
of people who will be ~ted by the location of new oil fields, coal mines, 
hydroelectric projects and nuclear plans; 

2. Since the opening up of new sources of energy or the expansion of 
existing ones involves large inflows of labour from outside, the likely size 
of this inflow should be estimated in advance as part of the general feasi
bility study and arrangements made for their settlement including planning 
and implementation of programmes of social services such as housing, 
education, health and recreation services, markets, etc.; 

3. Standards for safety and ventilation and other protective measures 
should be set in order to protect workers and communities from such hazards 
as result.from coal dust, toxic fumes, radiation and other pollutants. 

VII. International co-operation in social development 

Whereas the guiding principle and basic strategy in the war against 
underdevelopment is collective self-reliance, 

Whereas it is realizP.d that, individually, African countries lack 
sufficient resources to deal with crucial dimensions of social development 
needs such as the training of high-level manpower and the building of a 
d~ta bank in the fields of science and technology, 

Whereas it is recognized that, by reason of their educational prepara
tion and training, African development planners tend to prescribe develop
ment strategies which.are void of their social dimensions and which are 
meaningless within the African context, 

It is, therefore, recommended that : 

1. Since no single university can attain excellence in all fields of 
training for high-level manpower, some universities should, through su~ 
regional pooling of resources, be designated to undertake the training of 
high-level manpower to meet, even if only modestly, the high-level manpot.rer 
requirements of countries in the subregion; 
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2. Centres for bCl_sir. cmr1 ::~nn1_i<>t'l ,..,...,,.;>,..r-'h e,hr:-nl t'l hn .... c:::+::>'l--1-i c:::hpA ;.., 
each suh:re~on nhe:re ~chol_ro_:r~ in t-h~ sor.i~l sciel'lCP~ mav ,:miT<:!'!~" i"'~ .,..,~e:<",..Ch 

activities aimed at incre~sing knowledge and understanding about the econonic, 
social and cultural characteristics of African ~ocieties, the pat~er~~ ?n~ 
dynamics of changes that a:re ta1_d n,., ~1 .,ce, ;:~_,t'l the i_!'lpJ icati rms n-t' +hpc:"" -f'o ... 
develo!>ment policy; 

3. The ectucationa_l and re~ea:rch f';>cili+ir_-.., c:;n<>(';.c;_,.,.r'! ""~"'r ~1) ::>11r'l (?) 
above should be fi.ncm<'ed b~r contributi0T''"' -l",..o.., ,c..,'h,.,.. co,..,+,..;,-.., ;.,.,A ..,"'h..,;,:I;.,.,.A 
th:ron~h financi~ l <mel tech_..,ical assi st<'tl'lCe fr0"1 bi l_ater;'ll anA r'"'l +i 1 ::~te.,..~ 1 
rlono:r ap,encies; 

~-· As part o-~" the et'fo"'t to promote in-f:'e:rn<1.'t:i_ol'lnl co-o.,P'!"::t-1:'; ,.,.., ;..,, th,. 
t:r='lining of social deyelo~"'nt n~":rS0"'l'l"'l, A+':ri ""11 r'-o,rer'!'ll"'""nts, thro'J"'h th..,;,.. 
ministries of social affairs, should extend technical and material as~ist~n<'f> 
to the Associationfo:r Social r.rork RducC~.tion in Africa which h:"l~ b~F>n ~,..,..,inn: 

as a :regional co-o:rr'lil'lati:'1"! bocly ann int'o!""l~_ti_on cl earin~ hollc:::e c:;i,.,ce 1\T'l; 

5. Assistance sho1tl<" be o,ivF>n to ?::i_Mbaht·re to el"ah1 e that C't:mn+:r•r lf:-n 
COT)e with the COT'lsi_de:r;H··"e ,..emti"'eMent~ resultil'l~ f:ro"'! the col"''rylpv l':i+!tc-ti0n 
l~hich it is facin~, both bv A-~":ri_ca" G0ve:rnme,.,ts a,.,n h•r the in"':'F>,..,.,._-I:'in"'rt1 
community. 

:::!17th ~eF>":-;,,.,., 

W A nr.•;_ 1 1 <m'" • 

l~.?ll. (XVI). Vote of thanks to the ~""..o~'f?r"'!l"'t:-nt A.nrl PF>0nle 
~-"'rra l.eoT'le A'}./ 

Deenl" crrA-b=~+'ul to H. E. Dl". D. R. C:::i~k:~ StevPnc;, PrF>c:;:iAe,t o-t> ~;_" ... .,...? 

Leone·, and to t'l,e C.o•·e:rnment of ~i P:r:r<~ l.F>onP for thr-!i :r mo.,-1:' ~e""~"roHc::: hm~
pit<:~_)jt~r in n:rnv:iclin~ the necessal""r facilities Hhich have e'~"abl!?~ "the 
F..conomic C!oJ!IJ'Iission fo:r Af:r;_ca tv-i thi" th_e !>c>.st three t·reF>k:R, to ho 1 A +-t·rn 
imnortant 1"1eeti_n~s in F:reetot-m, naJilel.y, the sixteenth sesl':i nn ()-1" .,_,.,,. 

c()Jl".r:tis~i_on ~_,.,d se,renth meet:in~ of' thP l:onfe:rence of Min:istF>:rs, ?.n-'~ +h<> 
second meeting of the Technic:ll 'Preparatory Conunittee of' +he Hhole, 

CoT'lscious of the fe'ct th;~.t the facilitiPS a.+'+'o:rdF>d h" +hp h,.,c:::t r'!o .. F>,..,
mF>nt of' Sierra T.eone for hoJnin.n: these two neetin~s in l?:reeto~m hrt."<•P nro-.,;_r'IPrl 
a momentous opno:rtuT'li't .. for the 1 e'"':ic:;1 ative o:rp:ans o-~" thr- C!o,.,..,.; ...,,.; o.., +,., 
considF>r varioHs ~_c:;,..,cct~ of' tht:- economic a"ld ~ocial con"';tinnl'l o-~" Af'r:ica 
particularly l"!atte:rs concerned with th~'> i_mn1 e""'entati_on o-~" thP r., ... ,.,~ 'Pl ~n 
of Actinn1 Rft/ and to t?l-:e positbre action t'o:r the ..,nhili_->:~_Ho!'l of' reson:rr.es 

R?-/ SPe ch~-!"ter IJI, rya:ra~a'!)h 110 ahm•e. 

~~ A/s-11/lh, ~Pne~ I. 
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ancl concertPd efforts hv African Governments for the implementCJ.tion of 
the work pro~antl"'e of" the Commission for thP. bi.ennhun 19.92-1~3,.§2/ and 
thc,..eh~r 0f'nnnstrate i.:n a concrete m<mne-r th:-:t spirit of sel f-rPl i.ancP 
which is "- !'lrf"rf>qni.si te f'or thf'> ra,.,; 0 ::orhrancP!T!ent of the A:f'rican region 
ann i+:s nP.o..-,1Ps, 

~n rr 1-d th an,.,r_PCi ::o:t-i on the ins pi rin~ address of H. E. Dr. Siaka Stevens, 
PresidE-nt of Sierra Leone, a·,d !)articularly his penetrating analysis of the 
factors needecl for the i1'1nl~,.,ent::~tion of the Lagos Plan of Action, 

1. Adrlresc;es :its T"ati tnne to H. R. Dr. Siaka Steve.,s, Presiflent of 
Sier-ra Leone as well to the r., .. ,P,....,ment anCl :people of S:i.e-rra JA::~onf" fnr the;,.. 
l·•~rm hosni t::o 1 i hr ann -f'or the !'lh,r~i Ca 1 and otl)_pr faci 1 :i. tiE'S nenerotlSl ,, 1')1"o-.ri npn 
-rn,.. 1-hf' M~Ptinns ?nr'l "-hPir n-.,..ti cin~mts; 

2. Rf'>ml~>st:s thE" R~("('·lti,,? ~PC1"P.t:ar,, to triinsMi t the nresPnt- re!'lol utioT' 
to thE> Gmrpr..,mPnt: n+' Si f>rra Leone. 

A~ I ~,,....,.r. 1 /, hcn-~/r'.'IJ • 1 /. I~·' • TT h. 
·~-· 

?1 7t"' !T!ePti.ng, 
1 () A,.,,..; 1 J Qth • 
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ANNEX I 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIORS OF DRAFT RmOIDTIOMS ~: AC'.riOlf Bf 'fBE 1!XX>lfOMIC 
.AliD SOCIAL COUNCIL .AliD CO:tfFJ!Rl!JlOE OJ' MllliS'!•ERS RESOUJTIOHS 

I . 

1. Draft resolution A on new and ~e~ble souroes of energr' 

'l'his resolution, inter alia, urges member States to·\& represented at the 
United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy at the highest 
level possible a.nd1 acting on the basis of the guidelines set out in the regional 
paper endoreed by the Conference of Ministers to ensure that their views are 
fully and equitably reflected in the International Declaration or Plan of Action 
to be ira.wn by the Conference. It also calls upon the Secret&1'7~eneral to 
strengthen the Energy Resources Unit of the Commission and allocate the fUnds 
required for ca.rr;ying out the various tasks related to the proaot~on and implement.. 
tion of the Plan. 

'l'he financial iaplications of IDA's role as the main general eoonomic and 
social development centre within the United Nations system for Africa is elaborated 
hereUDder: 

{.!) Participation of five staff members at the United Nations Conference. on 
New a.nd Renewable Sources of Energy to be held at Nairobi flrom 10 to 
21 Apgust 1981 

This Conference will be preceded by one week of pre-Conference consultations 
-and it 'tl>uld be important and .u.seful to assist some African countries in all ·the 
. deliberations. The functions to be performed entail travel costs and subsistence 
in the amount of 1-m? 101000. 

(2) FollolMl.:p activities of the United Nations Conference and :.assistance to 
African developing countries in identif)'ing projects and the undertaking 
of exe~ting agengr responsibilities 

/ 

It is well known that th~ Conmission secretariat has never had adequate staff 
to O&r:t'y' out the operational aspects of its responsibilities; there is a need for 
a bo~ of core staff to strengthen the Energy' Resources Unit so that the latter ~ 
assi~ member States in developing their potential in new and renewable sources 
of energy. 

Additional staff resources required • • • • • • 3 P~1 1 G8-9 
Consultana,y services (annually) • • , • , , , • • • , , , , , 

· Travel (annually) • , • o o • • • • • o , , • • • • • • • • • 
I 

. S~ tours in China and in India , , • , , • • • • • , • • , 

U§. 
150,000 

50,000 
25,000 
6o,ooo 

The total financial commitment is estimated at $US 285 1000 between 1 August 
1981 and 31 July 1982, 
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2. Draft resolution C on the implications of General Assembly resolutions 32/197 
and 33/202 on restructuring the economic and social sectors of the· United Nations 
grstem for the regional commissions 

This resolution, inter alia, calls upon the Economic and Social Council to 
request the General Assembly to make available to the Commission the necessary 
resources so as to enable it fully to plaur its role under the authority of the 
General Assembly and the Foonomic and Social Council as the main general economic 
and social development centre within the United Nations system for the African 
region. It also appeals to the Secretary-General to intensity his efforts to 
decentralize the relevant activities and redeploy the associated manpower and financ-
ial resources to the secretariat of the Commission as to strengthen the capacity 
of the secretariat to respond effectively to the growing requests from member 
States particularly in relation to the international development strategy for the 
Thtrd United Nations Development Decade. 

Helping member States to implement the Lagos Plan of Action will be the key 
task of the Commission over the next several years and will involve all a.sepcts 
of the widened role mandated ey the General Assembly in resolutions 32/197 and 
33/202. The fi~~noi~l implications of ECA's widened role as the main general 
economic and social development o~~tr~ within the United Nations system for the 
African region is elaborated hereunder: 

(~ Team leadership and strengthening relations amopg other regional commissions 
and the organizations of the United Nations eystem 

These functions are to be carried out largely through the lviULPOCs with cenral 
su.pport from the Cabinet Office of the Executive Secretary. At present, the I.roLPOCs 
are financed largely by the United Nations Development· Programme. The MULPOC in 
North Africa is the ~nly Centre financed from resources of the United Nations 
regular bu.dget. All MULPOCs should have a core staff 1 at least equal to the 
North African one1 financed on a predictable, continuous and assured basis. The 
functions to be performed entail a substantial amount of travel. 

Additional staff resources required: 1 D-2 1 4 D-1 1 3 P~5, 4 P-4.1 3- P-31 
4 P-2 1 24 GS. \ 

Travel (annually) $US 2001000. 

~ Assistance to developing countries in identif):inra :projects and tpe unde£
taking of executing agengy responsibilities 

These functions will be carried out through a combination of effort by the 
secretariat and the MULPOCs. In this connexion, it nn.1.st be recoe;nized that ECA 
has never been staffed to carr,y out the operational aspects of' these responsibilitiel 
Quite apart from project support services which ECA as an executing agency will be 
required to provide and for which overhead income is currently received at the re.te 
of 14·per cent of project delivery, there is need for abo~ of core staff to 
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~~q~P. proper technical ~pport for projects. In addition, a core of specialists 
is required to provide assistance to member States in carrying out feasibility studies. 

Additional staff resources required: 
Consultancy costs (annually): 
Travel (a.nn:u.a.llzy") 

(V Inw.ts to global polisv-ma.k;Lng processes 

15 P-51 25 GS 
$US 25,000 
sus 75,000 

These functions will continue to be absorbed within available resources to 
the extent possible. There will 1 however, be a contirm.ing attendant cost for 
travel estimated at $US 1001000 annu.a.l:tzy-. 

~) Interregional co-operation 

These functions will contirme to be absorbed within available resources to 
the extent possible. There will, however, be a continuing attendant cost for travel 
estimated at SUS 201000 annually. 

Summa.;cy 

The total annual cost of the additional resource requirements is estima.ted at 
$US 315001 nm at current prices. 

3. Conference ot finisters resolution 422(XVI) on the United Nations Transport 
and Communications Decade in Africa 

The resolution, inter alia, endorses the decision of the second Conference of 
African Ministers of Transport, Comrmmications and Planning, authorizing the 
Executive Secretary to ore;a."lize technical consultative meetings between member 
States and African intergovernmental oreanizatio~s. 

- On roads1 air transport, telecomrm.mi.cations and postal services for the 
West African subregion; 

- On roads and inland wate~s for Central African subregion; 

- On maritime transport and ports for countries members of the Conference of 
J.Iinisters responsible for maritime transport in the West and Central 
African subregions. 

The resolution further requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration 
with the Secretary~eneral of OAU, to embark as early as possible on the prepara
tion of the Plan of Action for the second phase of the Decade. 
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'l'he resolution requests the Secreta:r.y-General of the United Ha.tions to provide 
the Commission with the necessar,r resources to enable it to discharge effective~ 
its IIIBDdate as the lead agency for the implementation of the prQgramme of the United 
Ha.tions Tra sport and CoiDIIIUlications Decade in Africa. 

'l'he financial implications of l!X:A' s role as lead agency for the implementation 
of the United Ha.tions Transport and CoiDIJIWdcation:s Decade are as follows: 

(a) Stre!!Qhening of the Transport, Coepmications and Tourism Division -
It will be necessary to provide the Transport, Communications and Tourism 

Division with two additional posts: 

One P-4 Transport economist; 

One P-4 Financial a.n.a.lyst. 

The financial ana~st will perform the foll0v.i.ng duties 

- Collect. and analyse data concerning the financing of projects included in 
the Decade programme, assist in preparation of financial aspects of papers 
and reports for meetings and conferences on the Decade and for discussions 
with donors, prepare briefing papers and e:x:amine draft reports prepared by 
short-term consultants on all financial aspects of projects to be included 
in the second phase of the Decade, a.nd undertake other activities as may- be 
required for the preparation and implementation of the Decade programne. 

'l'he transport economist will perform the following duties: 

- c·oilect and analyse data concerning the implementation of projects included 
in the Decade programme, assist in preparation of papers and reports for 
meetings, conferences and discussions with donors1 prepare briefing papers 
and examine draft reports prepared by shorb-term consu.l tants1 in particular 
to ensu.re a. ba.la.ced approach to the development of various transport modes1 
on a. national, subregional and regional basis. 

(b) Co-ordination Unit for the Transport and Communications Decade -
The UNDP project RAF/80/42 provided financing for the c~tion and fwlctioning 

of an Co-ordination Unit at the lOOA level to ensure follow-up action in the promoti01 
and search for financing for Decade projecrts and in promoting awareness of the Decad• 
strategy and programme including the establishment of an information machinel'3' and 
the organization of teclmica.l consultative meetings with potential donors and groups 
or benefioiar,y countries. 
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To maintain the Co-ordination Unit in operation for the fi ve-yea.r period 
1982-19861 the following international staff is required to continue their activities: 
Co-ordinator, detnty co-ordinator in the field of transport1 dep11ty co-ordinator in 
the field of communications and consultants to assist the project staff in all 
transport a.nd conuru.nica.tion subsectors. 

The total cost of operating the Co-ordination Unit during five years is 
sus 3,5oo,ooo. 

A detailed description of the project a.s well as cost estimates are presented 
in the project doowment submitted to UNDP covering the amount of SUS 310001000 for 
financing the operations of the Co-ordination Unit. 

Additional financing required: sus 5oo,ooo. 

(c) Prepa.ration of the pro~e for the second phase of the Transport a.nd 
Communications Decade 

The aim of this project is to identify and formu.la.te national and mltinational 
projects which should be included in the second phase of the Decade1 including 
descriptions of identified projects and cost estimates. 

To this end a team of consul ta.nts will be recmi ted1 in all modes of transport 
and means of communications. The team will visit all African countries, and prepare 
a. report on the situation and needs in transport a.nd communications a.nd a programme 
of action for the second phase consisting of a list of projects to be implemented 
during the second phase of the Decade. 

The total cost of the project including consultants, travel preparation of 
reports, tra.nsla.tion1etc. is $US 1 15001000. 

A detailed description of the project and cost estimates are given in the 
project document submitted to UNDPo 

UNDP is expected to provide SUS 1 10001000 for the project. 

Additional financing required .is SUS 500,000. 
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MEETlNCS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
HELD WRING 'IHE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW 

Body and officers 

Conference of African Ministers 
of Social Affairs 

Chairman: 
ME-. Kassa Kebede (Ethiopia) 

Raeporteur: 
ME-s. Antoinette Oliviera (Gabon) 

Conference of Ministers 
of Transport, Communications 
and Planning 

Chairman: 
Mr. Yusuf Ahmed (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: 
ME-:Amadou !.amine Ba (Senegal) 

Second meeting of the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole 

Chairman: 
ME-. David A.B. Minah (Sierra Leone) 

Rapport epr: 
ME-. J.K. Mbllo (Lesotho) 

Meetings or session 

Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 
8 - 10 October 198o 

Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 
16 - 18 March 1981 

Freetown (Sierra Leone) 
24 March - 2 April 1981 

Document symbol 

E/CN.l.4/785 

E/CNoJ,A./812 

E/CN.l4/TBafoii/~ 



E/CN.l4/782 

E/CN.l4/783 and 
Rev .1 

E/CN.l4/784 

E/CN.l4/785 

E/CN .14/786 

E/CN.l4/787 

E/CN.l4/788 

E/CN.l4/789 

E/CN .14/790 

E/CN.l4/791 and 
Corr.l 

E/CN.l4/792 

E/CN.l4/793 

E/CN.l4/794 and 
Add.l 

E/CN.l4/795 

E/CN.l4/796 

E/CN.l4/797 

ANNEX III 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

Annex III 

Report of the second meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Regional Committee on Human Settlements 

Provisional agenda of the sixteenth session/seventh 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers 

Report of the Seminar for Lawyers on Development of 
Environmental Protection Legislation in the ECA Region 

Report of the third Conference of African Ministers of 
Social Affairs 

Report of the Regional Seminar on the International 
Year of the Disabled Persons (IYDP) 

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for 
Women 

Operational support to the statistical training prog
ramme for Africa 1981-1985 

Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS) 

Programme of work and priorities for 1982-1983 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development; 
Progress report on pledges and payments by member 
States, project implementation and expenditures, 
1977-1980 

Progress report on the African Institute for Higher 
Technical Training and Research, Nairobi 

Report of the Inaugural Conference of the Chief Execu
tive of ECA-Sponsored Regional and Subregional 
Institutions 

Staff and administrative questions 

Draft Convention on the Law of the Sea 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development -
Third Pledging Conference 

Assessment of the eleventh special session and of the 
thirty-fifth regular session of the United Nations 
General Assembly from the point of view of the 
African region 
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E/CN.l4/798 

E/CN.l4/799 

E/CN.l4/800 

E/CN~ 

E/CN.l4/802 
\ . 
I 

E/CN~l4.tab3 

E/CN.l4/804 

E/CN.l4/805 

E/CN.l4/806 

E/CN.l4/807 

E/CN.l4/808 

E/CN.l4/809 

E/CN.l4/810 

E/CN .14/811 

E/CN.l4/812 

E/CN.l4/813 

Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary 1979-1980 

New and renewable sources of energy in Africa 

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting on New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy 

Implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action - Some 
proposals and recommendations for t~e guidance of 
member States by the ECA secretariat 

·-1 

Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa 
1979-1980 

Operational Plan for the Implementation of the Vienna 
Programme of Action 

Final report of the Regional Conference of the Develop
ment and Utilization of Mineral Resources in Africa 

UNDP regional programme for Africa 

Draft medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 

The public sector and the implementation of the Lagos 
Plan of Action 

Nairobi recommendations for a programme of technical 
co-operation among African countries 

Report of the second meeting of the Africa Regional 
co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of 
Women in Development 

Progress report on preparaL1ons for the first meeting 
of the ECA Conference of Ministers of the African 
Least Developed Countries (27-31 July 1981) and the 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries (1-14 September 1981) 

Development and international economic co-operatior 

Report of the second Conference of Ministers of 
Transport, Comm~nications and Planning 

Report of the second meeting of the Technical Prepara
tory Committee of the Whole 




