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I. Mr. ENKHSAIKHAN (Mongolia), Rapporteur
of the Sixth Committee: 1 have the honour to present
to the General Assembly the reports of the Sixth Com
mittee on its consideration of 10 items referred to it by
the General Assembly. Previously I have had occasion
to introduce to the Assembly the reports of the Sixth
Committee on agenda items 110 [761h meeting,
paras. 48 10 57] and 116 [61 st meeting, paras. 4 /0
11]. Thus the Sixth Committee has reported on all
12items allocated to it for consideration at this session.

2. 1 have the honour to refer first to agenda item 108.
entitled"Report of the International Law Commission
on the work of its thirty-first session". The report of
the Sixth Committee on its consideration of that item
is contained in document A/34/785. Following a
detailed discussion of the report of the International
Law Commission [A/34/IO and Cor!'./], the Sixth Com
mittee adopted by consensus the draft resolution set
out in paragraph 6 of the Sixth Committee's report
now before the Assembly. Allow me to express the
hope that the General Assembly will likewise adopt this
draft resolution by consensus.

3. With respect to agenda item 109, .. Report of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law on the work of its twelfth session", I should like
to draw the Assembly's attention to document
A/34/780, which contains the report of the Sixth Com
mittee on the item. In paragraph 7 of that report, the
Sixth Committee recommends the adoption of two
draft resolutions: draft resolutions I and 11. Draft
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65. I should like particularly to commend Mr. Zehent
ner for his tireless dedication and perseverance as Vice
Chairman of the Sixth Committee and Chairman
Rapporteur of the working and drafting groups. His
efforts were surely among the main factors which con
tributed to this successful outcome. It should also be
recalled that all the delegations which participated in
drafting the Convention worked with common recogni
tion of the goal in mind: namely, to work out as early
as possible a concrete and effective legal framework,
based on close international co-operation, for com
bating all acts of hostage-taking.

66. It might not be an exaggeration to say that the
adoption of the Convention at this session of the Gen
eral Assembly is a reflection of the shared concern of
the entire international community, without which this
exercise might have been doomed to failure.

69. Mr. VON WECHMAR (Federal Republic of
Germany): On the occasion of the final adoption of the
International Convention against the Taking of Hos
tages by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session, I should like, on behalf of the delegation of the
Federal Republic ofGermany , to make a few comments
on the over-all result of our work.

67. The adoption of this Convention is also to be
valued as a contribution to the codification of interna
tional law and its progressive development.

68. Finally, let me repeat our sincere hope that this
newly-born Convention will provide the international
community with an effective instrument for interna
tional co-operation in the prevention of hostage-taking
acts.

,. Ibid .. Thirtv-iirst session, AIIII('.H's. agenda item 123. document
A/31/242.

7I. Although there was thus a clear direction and
orientation for our work, the task given to us by the
General Assembly was nevertheless extremely dif
ficult. We were able to overcome the difficulties
because all countries and all groups of countries felt

70. We were entrusted with the task of drafting an
international convention against the taking of hostages.
This particular subject has been singled out from the
vast complex of acts of international terrorism because
the cases of hostage-taking on an international scale
have become frequent phenomena in recent years.
Hostage-taking in itself is not new, but recently it has
caused serious disturbances of the international order.
And it has been singled out because the taking of
hostages is particularly odious and it is generally felt
that the taking of hostages is below generally accepted
standards for the furthering of any aim whatsoever.
The.re has been, as will be recalled, general agreement
during the debates in both the Sixth Committee and the
Ad Hoc Committee for the Drafting on an Interna
tional Convention against the Taking of Hostages
that hostage-taking is not permissible in any circum
stances.

evidenced its faith in the capacity of the United Nations eral Republic of Germany on the bold and creative
to a.ct affirma~ively t? deal with a common problem by initiative it took three years ago," which has resulted in
calling for action against hostage-taking, and we all owe the conclusion of this important Convention,
a debt ofgratitude to the Federal Republic of Germany.
~on~, however, could have foreseen the all too painful
tImehn~s,s of the international community here assem
bled uniting to proclaim "that the taking of hostages is
an offence of grave concern".

58. We hope and pray that proclamation of world
opinion will be heard and acted upon promptly.

59. Mr. NISIBORI (Japan): Although my delegation
has some difficulties with some provisions of the Con
vention, it has joined in its adoption by consensus.
We have done so in the belief that the early adoption of
the Convention is urgently needed throughout the inter
national community and we strongly hope that the
Convention will provide a concrete and effective inter- \
national legal framework for the prevention of all acts .
of hostage-taking.

60. For a clarification of my Government's position,
let me refer, first of all, to the fifth paragraph of the
preamble. We hold the view that the words "interna
tional terrorism" contained in this paragraph are highly
problematic. All of us recognize that these words lack
an agreed definition. In our view, and we believe that
it is a view shared by all, no legal text should include,
even in a preamble, any words which are not clearly
defined, or for which a definition is not given in the
text itself. I think that the term "international terror
ism" is the only one whose definition is not clear in the
text of this Convention. We are afraid that the reten
tion without any qualification of the term "interna
tional terrorism" may cause various difficulties when
the Convention is applied to specific cases of acts of
hostage-taking.

61. From this point of view, our preference was to
delete the term "international terrorism" and thus we
endorse the similar position repeatedly stated by the
French delegation. However, in a spirit of compromise
and accommodation with the delegation that attaches
the utmost importance to these words, we tried to
improve the text while retaining these words and to
this end we submitted a variety of alternative forma
tions. We very much regret that for one reason or
another none of these proposals was accepted.

62. Having said that. my delegation would like to
make it clearly understood that this paragraph does
not by any means narrow the scope of the Convention
as stipulated in article 13.

64. In conclusion, I should like to express our
warmest congratulations to the delegation of the Fed-

63. Next, let me brietly refer to article 9 of the Con
vention. To be quite frank, my delegation had difficulty
in accepting this article. The Japanese Government
believes that it is primarily for the State in which an
alleged offender is found to decide whether or not he
should be extradited. However, my delegation voted
in favour of article 9 as it stands, recognizing the
urgent need for the Convention to be concluded and on
the understanding that if there was agreement on the
article the whole Convention would be adopted by
consensus.






























