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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted resolution 31/184, entitled
"United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development", in which,
inter alia, it decided to convene the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development during 1979; and decided that the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development should act as the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development.

2. Subsequently, on 15 December 1977, the General Assembly adopted resolution
32/115, in Which. inter alia, it decided that the ColllDlittee on Science and
Technology for Devel.opment, ,.hen acting as Preparatory Committee for the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development, should be open to
the participation of all States as full members.

30 The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development held its first session (1st to 12th meetings) 1/ at
United Nations Headquarters from 31 January to 14 February 1977. -

4. The second session of the Preparatory Committee (13th to 19th meetings) 2/
was held at Geneva from 23 January to 3 February 1978. 3/

5. The third session of the Preparatory Committee (20th to 30th meetings) 4/
was held at United Nations Headquarters from 22 January to 5 FebruarJ 1979.

Y See Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-second Session,
SUpplement No. 43 (A/32/43 and Corr.3)5

2/ Second special session (87th to 93rd meetings) of the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development acting as the Preparatory Committee.

3/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session,
Supplement No. 43 (A/33/43).

4/ Third special session (94th to l02nd meetings) of the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development acting <lS the Preparatory Committee•.
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II. PREPARATION FOR THE UNI'l'ED i'iATIOHS COHFERENCE OH
SCILNCE AJID TECHrTOLOGY FOR DEVELOHillNT

A. Introductory ancl general statements

6. At the opening of the third session of the Preparatory Committee for the
United nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development, introductor~r

stateuents "lere made by the actin/'; Chairman, the Director-General for DevelopmC'::!t
and International Economic Co-operation and the Secretary-Gene~alof the Conference.

7. The Chairman made a statement opening' the general debate.

8. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
said in his statement that the objectives of the Conference, "lhicb were defined
in Economic and Social Council resolution '2028 (LXI) of 4 August 19'(6, included
tiLe adoption of concrete decisions on ways and me811S of applying science and
technology in establishing a n,ew international economic order, as a strategy aimed
at economic and social develop:ment within a time frame. He recalled the principles
contained in the Declaration ~~d the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order, contained in General Assembly resolutions
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, which urged that science and technology
shoulct play a more direct and important role in tbe process of stimulatinr,
development and in reducing international disparities. He said that the basic
task of the Conference ,vould be to analyse 8.t.'1.d tr8.t.'1s1ate into specific objectives
the scientific and technological components of the above principles.

9. In that regard, the Director-General said that the new international economic
order stressed a number of important themes, among which were: the co-operation of
developed and developing countries in the establishment, strengthening and
development of the scientific and technological infrastructure of developing
countries; the significant expansion of the assistance of developed countries to
developing countries for direct support of their scientific and technological
programmes; the establishment of new conditions for the transfer of technology
compatible with the special requirements and interests of the developing countries,
inclUding the elimination of restrictive practices and the adoption of appropriate
international principles and regulations; and the consideration of science and
technoloEY in development not as independent instruments of action but as components
of an over-all system involving structural changes and global arrangements.

10. The Director-General recalled that the Preparatory committee had been
specifica~ly requested by the General Assembly and the Economic aP.d Social Council
to give careful consideration at its current session to the SUbstantive issues and
particularly to the preliminary draft programme of action.

11. The Secretary-General of the Conference then addressed the Preparatory
Committee and recalled that the preparation for the Conference ha.d started two years
earlier and was characterized by two periods. The first one had resulted in a sense
of mol'ility end a ,·Tidespread a,·rareness relating to the application of science and
technolof"Y to development not only in the third '\-Torld but also in developed
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countries. During that period a large number of seminars of a national,
subregional, interregional and thematic nature had been organized and recently
other seminars, for example, those held at Abidjan, in Jamaica, in Singapore and
at Tallinn, had taken up the subject from an angle different to that presented in
the national papers.

12. The second phase had consisted of the consolidation of the recommendations
included in the national and regional papers and l:-d resulted in the production of
the background document of the Conference.

13. Introducing the preliminary draft programme of action (A/CONF.81/PC.21), the
Secr1etary-General of the Conference pointed out that its contents reflected the
recommendations put for'vard in the national and regional papers and its structure
was based on the new international economic order. He urged the Committee to focus
its discussions on the substr 'ce of the preliminary draft programme so as to reach,
through collective negotiations, a consensus on the most controversial issues.

14. The Secretary-General of the Conference observed that a new concept of
development had emerged from the national and regional papers under which the
specificity and diversity of the development process were recognized: development
should be in harmony not only with the country's economic and social factors but
also with its natural and human environment, its cultural identity and its nati.onal
objectives; it should be based on justice and aimed to the establishment of an
equitable social order which required basic structural char,ges; development should
be endogenous and self-reliant; it should be planned and required in all its phases
the continuous intervention of the public authority. He concluded that the
application of science and technology implied readjustments between developed and
developing countries as well as internal adjustments to changes within each
country.

15. The Secretary-General of the Conference went on to say that in his view the
Preparatory Committee could expect the Conference to result in a set of "rules of
the game" relating to the scientific and technological dimensions of the new
international economic order in order especially to eliminate inequities
historically inherent in the international economic system; in rules for
co-operation among developed and developing" countries; in measures for better
interaction between developing countries with the objective of their achieving
collective self-reliance; in an improvement in co-ordination and joint planning in
the field of science and technology within the United Nations system; in decisions
to be taken with regard to solving global problems that affected the whole of the
human race; and in mechanisms for establishing a number of pilot or demonstration
projects in specific fields.

16. The Se~retary-General of the Conference finally pointed out that not all
problems would be solved at the Conference but it would be a success if it
succeeded in identifying and indicating the solutions to certain problems '7hile
elaborating the me~hci1dsms required for that purpose.

17. Following his election, the Chairman made a statement in which he referred to
the extent of the preparatory activities and the intellectual ferment that the
Conference had given rise to on the national and interne.tional levels. He recalled
that, because of the complex nature of the development process, which involved
economic, social, cUltural, political and SCil ·tific factors, the Conference "70uld

-3-
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not deal 1"ith science and technology as such but ~Nould discuss tlle manner in .Thich
they could be used for development.

18. The Chairman urged the Preparatory Committee to ensure that the Conference
proQuced proposals of a concrete nature, 1"hich .Tould have significant impact and
a high degree of visibility. He -:xpressed the hope that the momentum generated by
the preparatory period of the Conference would result in the setting up of
follovi-up activities involving international co-operation and the implementation
of specific projects so as to rise to the challenge created by the Conference.

19. Speaking on behalf of all United Nations organizations and programmes
concerned with the Conference, the representative of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization observed that the Conference had led to the
development of a more coherent and concerted approach by the United Nations system
to science and technology. He recalled that the various organizations had not only
undertaken activities specifically designed to serve as inputs for the preparation
of the Conference but had endeavoured to put at the service of the Conference many
of their ongoing activities. After reviewing some of the specific activities
undertaken by the various United Nations organizations, he stated that the
preparations of the Conference had been an important step in the strengthening of
their co-operation and their harmonious partnership.

20. As to the preliminary Clraft programme of action, he said that its conceptual
framework and structure appeared to the organizations to be sound and a very useful
basis for discussion and action. He finally pointed out that the presence of those
organizations at the various meetings of the Committee would help them to shape
subsequ~nt actions in the interest of their respective member States.

21. Speaking on behalf of the Pugvrash Movement, the representative of Bangladesh
informed the Committee th~t guidelines for international scientific co-operation
for development of special relevance to the Conference had been prepared by the
Movement.

22. The representative of the International Society for Community Development
suggested that a specific item on women should be included in the agenda of the
Conference. Such an item could deal with the "methods of creating a social-economic
environment in which science and technology pOlicies will actively and equally
involve and benefit women".

23. The representative of the Natural Resources Defense Council introduced a
report discussing the draft outline of the programme of action of the Conference,
which had been prepared by a study group of the Non-Governmental Organization
Committee or.. Science and Technology for Development, and expressed the hope that
some of the proposals would be incorporated in the programme of action.

B. General debate

24. The general debate concentrated on the preliminary draft programme of action
(A/CONF.81/PC/21). The main issues to which delegations addressed themselves were
its structure and conceptual framework, and the choice and presentation of
recommendat ions.
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25. There was a general consensus to recognize and appreciate the hard work
realized by the Secretary-General of the Conference in preparing that document.

26. Hany delegations felt that for the draft programme of action a coherent
conceptual framework was necessary. The main purpose would be to establish the link
between the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development
and the new international economic order.

27. The structure of the preliminary draft programme of action based on the new
international economic order and its division into six target areas were generally
considered as a good basis for discussion, although it differed from the regional
documents. A number of suggestions were made concerning the possible combination
of two or three target areas into one and a change in their order of presentation
to reflect priorities. Target area I (Sharing of knowledge and experience by all
members of the international community) and especially target area IV (Enhancing
endogenous capabilities in a context of national self-reliance) were recommended
by some delegations as deserving the highest priority.

28. !'!lany delegations considered that there should be an introductory part giving
a conceptual framevTork for the draft programme of action. Some delegati0ns
proposed that the general introduction and the introductions to each target area
might be combined either in an extended introduction or in a separate commentary.
Other delegations acreed that the introduction to each target area should be
maintained in order to put the recommendations in their proper perspective. Some
delegations favoured an introduction with a considerably broader c0nceptual
framework, lo1hich "Would give more emphasis to the need for ensuring peace and social
justice as prerequisites for the effective application of science and technology
to development. Other delegations felt that the draft programme of action should
contain a simple preamble instead of an intensive introduction. There was a
general consensus -l;hat the main goal should be the building up of endogenous
capacity for science and technology in developing countries in an environment of
national and collective self-reliance.

29. With regaT1 to the recommendations in the programme of action, most
delegations agreed that the proposals vlere too general and should be made more
specific and more action-oriented. Some delegations, however, felt that many
recommendations were too detailed. Several delegations suggested that the programme
should indicate more specifically vThat should be done, when and how, and with
what financial resources. It was the general view that it was important that
priorities for action should be clearly established. Several delegations suggested
that the number of recommendations should be reduced. Some delegations regretted
the absence of a sectoral approach and recommended that the five subject areas
selected at the second sessiun of the Preparatory Committee 5/ should be
highlighted. -

30. Many delegations stated that greater emphasis should be given to a number of
important subjects related to the application of science and technology to
development, which, although implicitly referred to in the document, had, in their

2! Ibid., annex I, resolution 3 (II).
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Vie\'l, not been given sUfficient attention. Those subjects w'ere: the involvement
er women in development; education and training; the necessity for broad
socio-economic transformations; global problems and the role of science and
technoloEY in their solution; the important role of the non-governmental sector,
including not only private enterprise but also universities, scientific academies
and other non-governmental organizations, and intergovernmental agencies; bilateral
co-operation; special attention to less developed, land-locked and island
developing countries; the use of mOre sophisticated technology by developing
countries; measures to overcome the lack of ~anagerial skills in developing
countries; ensuring that the benefits from applyinc science and technology reach
all sectors of society; consultation and extension services; and information
systeras.

31. A number of countries, developed and developing, referred specifically to
target area III of the preliminary draft programme of action, dealing with the
transfer of technology for the benefit of development. Those ccuntries, while
recognizing that the issue was an important one for the Conference, emphasized that
the \-TOrk of the Conference should not duplicate or overlap that being undertaken
in other forums. The Conference should bear in mind the disucssions and
negotiations currently going on elsew'here and limit its own consideration of the
subject accordingly. One developinr country suggested that it would be more in
line with reality and the aspirations of developing countries if the term "transfer
of technology" w'ere replaced by "acquisition of technology".

32. Some countries expressed the view that the Conference should have concrete,
visible and immediate results through the establishment of pilot or demonstration
projects. Examples of fields for such projects were mentioned by different
delegations.

33. Hany delegations expressed the wish that inputs from international symposia,
intergovernmental groups and scientific communities should be taken into account
in the preparation of the draft programme of action and at the Conference itself.

34. Some representatives of countries with centrally planned economies pointed
out that science and technology had been one of the main contributing'factors in the
improvement of social conditions in their countries and emphasized the need for all
countries to make use of that experience. Successful implementation of the
Conference recommendations, both at the international and the national levels,
depended on peaceful coexistence and the development of nations with different
social systems through d~tente and disarmament. The same representatives
underlined the close connexion between peace, d~tente the disarmament process and
development.

35. One delegation stressed the need for an environment of stable peace in which
to develop science and technology and conduct \-ride-ranging exchanges. It manifested
strong opposition to the use of mankind's scientific and'technological
accomplishments by hegemonism in the pursuit of arms expansion, \-Tar preparations,
aggression and expansion to the detriment of world peace; it also expressed its
support for just proposals to ensure that science and technology truly promote
economic development, social progress and the 1vell-being of the peoples of the
world and particularly of the developing countries.

36. Some delegations pointed out that the preliminary draft programme of action did
not take SUfficiently into account differences between count~ies in their social and
political systems, degrees of development, and geographical positions.

-6-
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37. i.lany countries, both developing and developed"'~:f,til~~d to the role of the
United Nations system in the application of'science~~Y~~t~chticlcgyto development.
Many countries emphasized the need for greater co-ordination of the activities of
the system and mention was made of a single body in the system to act as a focal
point for science and technology. Several developed countries emphasized the view
that there was no need to establish new institutions or funds in the United
Nations system for science and technology, but rather that the existing potential
of the system in that field should be fully realized. One developed country
suggested that the concept of lead agencies should be used by the system for the
co-ordination of projects in different sectors. To facilitate action at the
national level, one developed country suggested that the national focal points
established for Conference preparations should be maintained after the Conference.

38. A number of delegations from both developed and developinp.: countries referred
to the report of the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science mId
Technology to Development on obstacles to the application of science and
technology in the development of developing countries with emphasis on potential
obstacles (A/CONF.81/PC/22). There was general agreement that the recommendations
in that report should be borne in mind in revising the preliminary draft programme
of action.

39. One delegation proposed not to held El. general debate at the fourth session of
the Preparatory Committee, but rather to start as quickly as possible with
negotiations on the progranne of action.

40. In responding to the general debate, the Secretary-General of the Conference
observed that the important thing was not the number or order of the target areas
but the concept of a programme of action by objectives or targets; he was
gratified to see that delegations agreed with such an approach. The preliminary
draft programme of action (A/CONF.81/PC/21) was, of course, only intended as ra.,
material for the use of Nember States. In respect of the suggestion to expand
the conceptual introductory part of the document, he saw difficulties in that it
was often easier to agree on action than on principles: "basic needs" alId
"appropriate technology" 'fere cases in point. Many recommendations that had been
included in the prelimimtrjr draft programme of action, which might nm·' appear too
general or insufficiently action-oriented, had been advanced by individual Member
States or at regional meetings. With regard to the number of recommendations, he
recalled th~t the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment had agreed on
109 recommendations 6/ and 26 principles 7/ and suggested that a conference of the
scope of the United Nations Conference on-Science and Technology for Development
might 'fell be expected to go beyond that number. Some countries se~med to have
shown a preference for specific and detailed recommendations. 'i'lith regard to the
suggestion that a distinction should be made between the various cate~ories of
countries and institutions to which the recommendations were directed, taldng
into account their social and political systems, the Secretary-General of the
Conference felt that such a distinction mipht lead to undue complexity in the
programme. Recommendations pertaining to a sectoral approach seemed to him

6/ Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm,
5-16 June 1972 (United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.14), chap. 11.

y Ibid., chap. 1.

r



im:possible in view of the general direction 'taken by the Conference tmTards a
horizontal scheme. The concern for the achievement of concrete and visible results
might be met through :pilot or demonstration :projects. Regional as:pects w'ould have
to be twten fUlly into account when the programme of action had reached the stage
of implementation. It was necessary to include consideration of the transfer of
technology and tr811snational corporations in the framework of the- Conference in
view of the agenda a:p:proved by the General Assembly. There vrould not neces sarily
be duplication of exercises conducted in other forums of the United Nations system,
because the ap:proach to the SUbject would be different. Develo:ping countries might
recognize the iml)Ortance Of including considercation of global problems, on the
understanding that it could be complementary to and not an alternative to the
general attack on the immediate problems of development. Also, underdevelopment
should be recognized as a global problem, together 1dth the problems of attaining
:peace and security. The Secretary-General of the Conference concluded his
statement by saying that the recommendations of the Conference would be addressed
to the General Assembly at its thirtY-fourth session for endorsement and the
necessary bUdgetary and administrative decisions. It would be at that point that
decisions ,rould be taken with regard to the parties thpt would implement the
recommendations, inclUding organizations of the United Nations system.

C. Action taken by the Preparatory Committee

41. At its 27th meeting, on 30 January, the Committee took a number of decisions
recommended by the Chairman (A/COl~F.81/PC/L.l4) on the basis of informal
consultations (see annex II, decisions 5 (Ill) to 9 (Ill».

42. At the same meeting, the Committee decided that the documents to be prepared
by the Secretary-General of the Conference for items 1, 2 and 3 of the agenda for
the Conference should be consolidated into 50 pages instead of the 400 pages
requested in decision 4 (11) (see annex 11, decision 10 (Ill».

43. At its 30th meeting, on 5 February, the Committee adopted a draft resolution
entitled "Draft programme of action for the United Nations Conference on Science
and Technology for Develo:pment", which had been recommended by the Chairman on
the basis of informal consultations held on the suggestions put forth by Norway,
on behalf of Finland, N01'l'1ay and Sweden, at the 29th meeting (see annex I,
resolution 6 (Ill)).

44. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted a draft decision, recommended by
the Chairman on the basis of informal consultations, in vThich it requested the
Economic and Social Council to reschedUle, if possible, the fourth session of the
Preparatory Committee so as not to overlap with the fifth session of the United
Nations tonference on Trade and Development and to schedule a fifth session of the
Preparatory Committee from 25 June to 6 July at United Nations Headquarters (see
annex 11, decision 11 (III». .

45. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to annex to its report the
statements made by the representatives of Tunisia on behalf of the G-roup of 77)
France on behalf of the States Kembers of the EuroFe~r- Econcmic Corrmunity.
the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (see
annexes III to VI).

-8-
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46. At the same meeting, the Committee approved the following provisional agenna
for its fourth session:

1. Adoption of the agenda and or{':J.nization of llork.

2. Preparations for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technolo~r

for Development:

(a) Progress report of the Secretary-General of the Conference;

(b) Draft programme of action;

(c) Overview of activities of organs, organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system;

(d) Reviev of recent United Nations Conferences highlighting the role of
science and technology for development.

3. Date and provisional agenda for the fifth session of the Preparatory
Committee.

4. Adoption of the report of the Preparatory Committee.

-9-
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IIl. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Openin~ ang duration of the sessi9.n

47. The Preparatory Committee held its third session at United Nations
Headquarters from 22 January to 5 February 1979. The Committee held 11 meetin~s

(20th to 30th meetings).

48. The session lvas opened by the Vice-Ch~irmans ~vIr. Mircea Ualitza (Romania). The
Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation and the
SecretarJ-General of the Confer~nce addressed the Co~~ittee at the openin~ meetinp,.

J3. Membership 'and attendance

49. The follolving States ~Tere represented:

.•-iC

Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
BelGium
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi.
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

RepUblic
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Cuba
Czeohoslove.kia
Democratic Yemen
Denmark
Dominican RepUblic
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Finland
France
German Democratic Republic
Germany s Federal Republic of

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
KU"Tait
Lao People's Democratic RepUblic
Lesotho
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagas ca.":'"
Halaysia
Halts.
Hauritania
Hexico
Morocco
Nepal
Netherlands
Nelv Zealand
Nicaragua
IUgeria
Norway
Paldstan

-10-
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Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Romania
Rwanda
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
T~inidad and Tobago

Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

RepUblic
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
United Republic of Cameroon
United RepUblic of Tanzania
United States of America
Urugua;y
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia

50. The following offices of the United Nations Secretariat were represented:

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Western Asia

51. The following United Nations bodies were represented:

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

52. The following specialized agencies were represented:

Fl)od and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

World Health Organization

World Intellectual Property Organization

53. The International Atomic Energy Agency was also represented.

54. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented:

European Economic Community

League of Arab States
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Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Organization of Ar'.erican States

55. The following non-governmental organizations in consultative status ,.fith the
Economic and Social Council were represented:

Cate~ry I - International Chamber of Commerce
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

CatefjOl"Y' II - World Union of Catholic HO!IJ.en' s Organizations

Roster - International Society for Community Development

International Studies Association

National Organization for Women

Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.

Sierra Club

C. Election of officers

56. The General Assembly, in resolution 32/115 of 15 December 1977, had decided
that the Committee on Science and Technology for Development, when acting as the
Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development, was open to the participation of all States as full members. In
the light of that provision, the Preparatory Committee, at the 13th meeting,
decided that the officers of the first session should continue to serve throughout
the whole preparatory period of the Conference. The following officers were
elected by acclamation:

Chairman: Mr. H. G. K. Menon (Inma) §.!

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Peter Jankowitsch (Austria)

Mr. Mohamed Baba El-Din Fayez (Egypt)

Mr. Mircea Malitza (Romania) 2/

Rapporteur.: Mrs. Anne-Marie de Grant (Venezuela)

D. Adoption of the ap;enda and orRanization of work

57. At 'the 20th meeting, the Prepa.ratory Committee adopted its agenda
(A/CONF.81/PC/12 and Add. 1 ) • The agenda ''1as as follo't'Ts:

1. Adoption of the agenda and orga.nization of work.

2. Preparations for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development:

§j Elected at the 20th meeting to replace Mr. Arcot Ramachandran (India).

9.! Elected at the 14th meeting to replace Mr. Nicolae liTicolae (Romania).
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(a) Pro~ress report of the Secretar,r-General of the Conference:

(i) Assessment of work at the national and regional levels;

(ii) Review of the progress in the preparation of the experts';

(b) Draft programme of action;

(c) Overview of activities Of organs, organi zations and programmes of
the United Nations system;

(d) Review of recent United Nations conferences highlighting the role
of science and technology for development (first preview');

(e) Views of the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development;

(f) Provisional rules of procedure of the Conference.

3. Date and provisional agenda for the fourth session of the Preparator,r
Committee.

4. Adoption of the report of the Preparator,r Committee.

E. Documentation

58. At its third session, the Preparator,r Committee had before it the follo.ring
documents:

Document No.

A/cONF.81/PC/l2 and
Add.l

A/CONF.8l/PC/13

Agenda item

1

2 (a)

Provisional agenda with annotations

,,,,

Progress report of the SecretarJ-General
of the Conference on the preparator,r work
for the Conference

A/CONF.8l/PC/14 and 2 (a)

I
Corr.l and Add.l

A/cmlF.81/PC/l5 and 2 (a)
Add.l

A/CONF.81/PC/16 and 2 (a)
Add.l

A/cONF.8l/PC/l7 and 2 (a)
'f Add.l

A/CONF.81!PC/18 and 2 (a)
Add.l

Report of the European regional meeting

Report of the regional meeting for Asia
and the Pacific

Report of the Latin American regional
preparator,r meeting

Report of the African regional meeting

Report of the regional meeting for
Western Asia

-13-
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Document No.

A/COdF.8l/PC/19
(Part I)

A/CONF.8l/PC/2l

A/CONF.8l/PC/22

A/CONF.8l/PC/25

A/COI,\F.8l/PC/26

A/33/303/Rev.l and
A/33/303/Add.l and 2

A/CONF.8l/PC/L.14

A/COIW.8l/PC/L.15 and
Add.1 and 2

Ap:enda item

2 (c)

2 (e)

2 (b)

2

4

if

Title

Overview of activities of organs,
organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system: report prepared
jointly by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development and the
Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination

Preliminary draft programme of action:
note by the Secretary-General of the
Conference

Report of the Advisory Committee on the
Application ?f Science and Technolo~r

to Development

Report of the Secretary-General of the
Conference on the possible alternatives
for the final structure of the draft
programme of action

Synoptic table of regional
recommendations: note by the Secretary
General of the Conference

Draft outline of the programme of
action: note by the Secretary-General

Draft decisions submitted by the
Chairman on the basis of informal
consultations

Draft rep?rt

F. Adoption of the report of the Preparatory Committee

59. At its 30th meeting, on 5 February 1979, the Preparatory Committee adopted
the draft report on its third session.
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Resolution adopted 'by the Preparatory Committee at its
third sessi~

6 (Ill). Draft pro~ramme of action for the United Nations
Conf.erence on Science and Technolop.y for
Developmt'!nt !I

the
gjT

the
,ives
't

~ra1

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technolo~ for Development,

Recallin~ its resolution l~ (Il) of 3 Februexy 1978, in which it rpquested the
Secretary-General of the Conference to submit to it at its third session a draft
outline of a programme of action based on national and re~ional papers,

Bearinp in mind General Assembly resolution 33/192 of 29 January 1979,

Takin~ note of th~ preliminarY draft pror,ramme of action for the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technolof!Y for Development, El .

Takinp, note also of the views and recommendations of the Advisory Committee
on the Application of Science and Technolop-y to Development on obstacles which
the developing countries encounter in stren~hening their endogenous scientific
and technological capabilities, £!

Takin~ account of the views expressed in the debate of the third session
of the Preparatory Comm.ittee.

1. Requests the Secretary··General of the Conference, taking into account
the statements made by delegations on the structure of the draft programme of
action, to rearranpe the draft programme of action for the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development and to submit it to Member
States not later than six w'eeks before the fourth session of the Preparatory
Cormnittee;

I

2. Authorizes the Chairman, in consultation 1nth Member States, to hold
informal consultations, open to the participation of all delegations, before the
fourth session of the Preparatory Committee, on the progress in the preparations
for the Conference.

ed

a/ Adopted by the Preparatory
5 February 1979.

"E./ A/COJITF .Sl/PC/21.

£/ A/cOJW.81/PC/22.

Committee at its 30th meetinR, on
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q (uI).

Al\1NrX 11

Decisions anopted by the Preparatory Committe~ at its
third session

5 (111). Prol"'r~ss repor1. of the Secretar:y-General of the Conference ~/

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technolo~r for Development takes note of the pro~ress report of the Secretary
rreneral of the United Nations Conference'on Science and Technolop-y for
Development. E./

6 (Ill). Overview of activities of organs, or~anizations and programmes of the
United Nations system ~

The Preparatory Committee for the United Pations Conference on Science and
Technolop.y for Development takes note of the report prepared jointly by th~

Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on the
overview of activities of organs, orr-anizations and pro~rammes of the United
Nations system. ~/

7 (Ill). Review of recent United Nations conferences highlighting the role of
science and technology for development ~

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technolof~ for Development takes note of the conference room paper containing
a preview of the review of recent United Nations conferences highlighting the
role of science and technology for development.

8 (Ill). Structure of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development ~/

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technolo~ for Development decides:

(a) To recommend that the Conference should be composed of a plenary and
two Hain Committees, which may establish, if necessary, informal working groups;

(~) To recommend that the Conference should be provided with the necessary
services for six meetings a day, that is, three simultaneous meetings in the
mornin~ and three in the afternoon, for the plenary, the two committes and any
working rroups that may be established.

~i Adopted by the Preparatory Committ~e at its 27th meeting, on
30 January 1979.

P.I A/CO~n~.81!PCi13.

£/ A/CO~W.81/PL/19 (Part I).

-16-

The
Technolo['

(a)
of the Co

Comm
Unit
reco

(b)
rules of .
Preparatol

10 (111).

The ]
Technolog;
integrate
the Confe

11 (111).

The]
Technoloe;J
organizat:

( a)
Committee
ConferencE

(b)
6 July at

9:./A

~/ Ac
5 FebruaJ",



q (Ill). Provisional rules of procedure for the United rations Conference on
Science and Technology for Devel~pment ~/

The Preparatory Committee for the United ~ations Confer~nce on Sci~nce and
TechnolofY for Development decides:

(a) That rules 1~2 ano. rules 49 of the draft provisional rules of procedure
of the Conference ~/ should reaa as follows:

Rule 42

HThere shall be t1.0 ~1ain Committies, 1.hich may establish, if necessary,
1vorldng groups. rt

Rule ~9

Ill. There shall be neither verbatim nor summary records of meetings.

"2. Sound recordings of meetinf,s of the Conference and of the Main
Committees shall be ~ade and kept in accordance with the practice of the
United Nations. Unless otherwise decided by the ~~ain Committees, no such
recordine:s shall be made of the meetings of any 1vorking group. thereof. 11

(b) To recommend to the Conference the adoption of the draft provisional
rules of procedure contained in document A/CONF.81/PC/L.l, as amended by the
Preparatory Committee at its second and third sessions.

10 (Ill). Documentation for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development ~

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
integrate the 10 discussion papers envisa~eo for agenda items 1, 2 and 3 of
the Conference into one consolidated repo~t of approximatelY 50 pages.

11 (Ill). Dates of the fourth and fifth sessions of the Preparatory Committee ~/

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science and
TechnoloGY for Development requests the Economic and Social Council, at its
organizational session for 1979:

(a) To reschedule, if possible. the fourth ses,sion of the Preparatory
Committee so as not to overlap with the fifth session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development;

(b) To schedule a fifth session of the Preparatory Committee from 25 June to
6 July at United Nations Headquarters.

£! A/cONF.81/PC/L.l.

e/ Adopted by the Preparatory Committee at its 30th meeting, on
5 February 1979.
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ANl"I:X III

Statement made by Tunisia on behalf of the Group of 77 at the
28th meeting. on 31 JRnuary 1979

1. In August 1974, the Economic and Social Council, on the initiative of the
r.roup of 77, adopted resolution 1897 (LVII) recommending the holdinF, of a
lffiited Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development.

2. Subsequently. the General Asse~bly;in various resolutions, confirmed in
principle the conveninr. of the Conference and established a close link between
it and the new international economic order.

3. It is from that standpoint that our Group, appreciatinp; the major role 1yhich
science and technology must play in the establisllment of the new international
economic order, has been working since the beginning of this preparatory phase
of the Conference.

4. He have ~reat hopes of this Conference. which the Group of 77 wanted and
which the international community has unanimously agreed is desirable, and we
believe 1Te are entitled to expect that its results 1nll be noth sizeable and
concrete.

5. The technolo~ical ~ap between industrialized and developinp; countries, the
economic and social consequences of which are so glaringly apparent as to need
no further emphasis, keeps our countries in a state of dependence that m~y

continue indefinitely unless a serious effort is made to enable us to reduce, if
not eliminate, that ~ap.

6. At the same time, the industrialized countries are devoting large resources
in the field of research to the development of new technolop;ies.

7. Unless the developing countries have the kind of scientific cap~city that
will enable them to participate from now on in this process of acquiring nevT
know-how which generates new technologies, their technological backwardness and
its many and varied implications will become even more mRrked.

8. Our countries therefore assign to the proposed plan of action the following
objectives, which derive from the objectives of the Conference:

.
(a) The adoption of concrete decisions aimed at strengtheninp; their

scientific and technological capacity'

(b) The utilization of existin~ scientific and technolo~ical potentials in
the solution of their development problems'

(c) The creation of instruments of international co-operation for solving
development problems that cannot be solved by national resources alone.

-18·-
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9. TI1e Secretariat has submitted to our Committee a preliminary draft world
plan of action in which it endeavours to synthesize the various proposals from
Member States and from the re~ional commissions.

10. lTI1ile appreciatinp this effort made under pressure of deadlines, the Group
of 77 considers that document A/CO}W.81/PC/21, in which there is, of course,
much that is relevant, is still imcomplete. Moreover) because of the very larp.:e
number of recommenda~ions contained in the document, it is not always possible
to distinruish what is important from what is less so.

11. Our Group therefore concentrated in its discussions on sinr,ling out the
decisive ideas in the document, in order to highlight them, and on adding others
to form a whole which should, in our view, be used as the basis in drawing up
for the Conference a world plan of action that 1nll be as concrete as possible.

12. These decisive ideas, to which we attach basic importance, should be uaed
as the basis for determininp, the final structure of the plan of action. In our
view, the plan should focus on three areas, which I would outline as follows:

(a) Strengthening of tne scientific and technological capacity of the
developing countries;

(b) Restructuring of the conditions for access to scientific know-how ant
technology as an integral part of the efforts to establish the new.international
economic order"

(c) Improved co-ordinution of scientific and technological activities within
the United Nations system and an increase in financial resources for those
activities.

13. The first area calls for 1:he adoption of measures at three levels, national,
regional and interregional, as well as at the international level. Any efforts
made at the national level are inevitably limited because of other and more
urgent priorities, and there is no question that only a concentration of
resources, particularly financial resources, at those three levels vnll make it
possible to help the developing countries to strengthen their scientific and
technological capacity. Within that context, action must be envisaged in a
number of sectors, particularly scientific and technological education and
training, information and documentation systems, and machinery for technological
evaluation, selection) adaptation and innovation. These different types of
action should be integrated into a national policy based on the necessary
supporting structures.

14. In the second area. namely restructuring of the conditions for access to
scientific know-how and technology, the action t&cen should, in the opinion of
our Group, have several main thrusts. particularly the apportionment of
scientific and technological know-how and experience among all members of the
international community, the transfer of technology under suitable conditions
for the purpose of accelerating development, the formulation of financial
arrangements and the development of an international legal framevTork. In that
connexion, particular attention should be given to the activities of t~e

transnational corporations in the light of work under way 1cithin the United
Nations on that subject. Consideration should, moreover. be given to special

-19-



measures for the benefit of certain developing countries which are confronted
1nth special problems and fall vnthin special cate~ories recop,nized by the United
nations.

15. ~Tith regard to the action to be tween within the United Nations system, the
Group of 77 believes, inter alia, ~hat there is a need for better co-ordination
of the activities of bodies which are calle1 upon to deal with science and
technoloe;y. Such co-ordination must necessarily be coupled with an adequate
increase in financial resources.

16. Those are the broad 5uide1ines which the Group of 77 believes should
determine the structure of the world plan of action and the basic concepts which
should govern its preparation; this is wi~hout prejudice to such positions as our
Group may t~ce on specific points or such initiatives as it may propose.

17. A Plan of Action constructed along these lines should in any. event entail
specific commitments by all the participants so as to ensure that the p,oals set
for our Conferpnce are achieved.

18. As they strive to realize their legitimate aspirations in this sphere, the
developing countries obviously expect their industrialized partners to make a
conscious, determined and sustained effort.
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ANNEX IV

Statement made by France on behalf of the States members of
the European Economic Community at the 30th meetin~, on

5 February 1979

1. Speaking on behalf of the representatives of the nine States members of
the European Economic Community, I wish to inform you that the Nine welcomed
,nth interest the statement submitted to our Preparatory Committee on behalf of
the Group of 77 at our meeting of 30 January.

2. The Nine have had the opportunity to express their desire to maintain a
constructive attitude in regard to the problems involved in the preparations for
the Vienna Conference. They reaffirm this positive attitude.

3. Progress has been made in this important phase of preparations for the
Conference on the basis of the extensive work done by the Secretariat. This
progress should be maintained.

4. At the present stage and before formulating observations and suggestions
on what a plan of action might include, the Nine believe that it would be useful
to make a few remarks.

5. Firstly, all countries agree that priority should be given to the creation
and strengthening of a scientific capacity which ,.,ould allow developing countries
to participate fully in the movement to acquire the know-how that creates
technology.

6. Secondly, document A/cONF.81/PC.21 only partially responds to this
important requirement. It is, however, clearly brought out in other documents
submitted by the organized international scientific community, for example, the
relevant reports of the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development and the submissions of non-governmental organizations.

7. Thirdly, many comments have been mao.e regarding the content of the
preliminary draft plan of action. There is no doubt that the Secretariat dealt
commendably with an extremely delicate task under difficult conditions and in
a short period of time. But it must be pointed out that draft document
A/CONF.81/PC.21 contain~ too large a number of recommendations.

8. In this regard and on. the basis of these three remarks, the Nine welcome
the idea expressed by Tunisia on behalf of the Group of 77 for a restructuring
of the draft plan of action. The plan should contain detailed, action-oriented
recommendations specifically addressed to the bodies responsible for their
ultimate implementation. The restructuring of this plan could have the following
aims:

(a) The strengthening of the scientific and technological capacities of the
developing countries;
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(b) Greater access to scientific and technological know-how, its
disseNination and its applications to development:

(c) An improved co-ordination of scientific and technological activities
within the United Nations system.

9. The formulation of a preamble would make it possible to clarifY the
conceptual framework of the plan of action by specifYing the links between the
Conference and the establishment of a nei, international economic order. It would
also allow the elaboration of several important ideas expressed durin!, the
preparatory work.

10. The Nine believe that the strengthening of the scientific and technological
capacities of developing countries is one of the prerequisites for possible
applications of science and technology to development. For this reason, they
believe that a balanced approach should take account of existing scientific
capacities in the developing countries as well as of their needs~ It should, on
the one hand, include action directed towards facilitating technology transfers
and, on the other, actions faciH.tating scientific development. Horeover, they
believe that co-operation between developing countries is of relevance for the
strengthening of their scientific and technological capacity and the growth of
their autonomy. They welcome the proposals of the developing countries tor the
implementation of this co-operation.

11. The Nine believe that we should plan practical measures, implementable on a
short and long-term basis and capable of having a positive and tanp;ible impact on
the economic and social development of developing countries. In this regard, it
would be desirable for priority to be given to training activities for the
developing countries in specialized disciplines and for adequate training
progr~mes ta be established in agreement with United Nations specialized agencies
and the regional commissions.

12. Moreover, the idea of pilot projects to define and test scientific training
adapted to the conditions of the developing countries in specific areas should be
explored.

13. With a vieiv to strengthening the capacity of d~veloping countries, appropriate
steps should be taken, aimed at strengthening support services fur scientific and
technological development in these countries (standardization, metrology, etc .... ).

14. In addition, ways and means of giving developing countries the opportunity to
use the information systems of the developed countries should be investigated
ivithin the framework of the World Information System for Science and Technology.
Machinery could be developed, such as information processing or analysis centres,
with a view to presenting current data in a form that is better suited to the needs
of the developing countries and thus to improve in those countries the
availability of primary information.

15. The Nine welcome the advances made in the ongoing negotiations concerning a
code of conduct on transfer of technology, a code of conduct for transnational
corporations and the review of the Paris Convention for the Protection of
Industrial Property. They also believe that. where the draft plan of action deals
with questions that have been the subject of an ad referendum agreement within the
framework of the above-mentioned negotiations, it should talce account of all the
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nuances of the consensus that was reached. The Nine also hope that the Conference
will devote itself more specifically to examininF. practical measures for the
improvement of technology transfers.

16. The Nine propose that the draft plan of action should stress the importance
for the countries receiving technology of creatin~ conditions favourable to the
transfer of technolo~y in accordance ,vith their particular needs by developing
their evaluative potential and their training opportunities~ among other suitable.
stimulation measures.

17. On the subject of information ~ the Nine are especially aware that a
distinction must be made between information that is in the public domain and that
which is not. They hope that the draft programme of action will place increased
emphasis on the use and~ if necessary, the improvement of existing information
systems.

18. The Nine attach great importance to the co-ordination of scientific and
technolor-ical activities within the United Nations system.

19. In their national papers, the Nine have stressed for the most part and in
some cases made proposals concerning the need to improve the co-ordination and
harmonization of policies and proerammes mthin the United JlTations system. They
are convinced that these objectives may be reached without the establishment of new
bodies. They have often expressed their points of view in this connexion.

) .

s

20. The Nine recommend that the
science and technology should be
economic development objectives.
system's efficiency.

role of the United Nations system in the field of
defined in relation to specific social and
They believe that this is one way to increase the

--23-

r



r

fu'l'NEX V

Statement made by the United States of America
at the 30th meeting. on 5 February 1979

LOriginal: Englis~

1. t·Iy delegation would like to express its sincere appreciation and thanks to
the Secretary-General of the Conference, to the Secretariat generally and to our
new Chairman of the Committee and the otijer members of the Bureau as well as other
delegations for their sincere efforts to make progress at this third preparatory
meeting. Despite some disappointments, ,ye believe this meeting has served a useful
purpose. It has called attention at an early and formative stage. of preparations
to the need for a shar~er intellectual concept of what the Conference is all about
and what it can realistically achieve. .

2. The third session of the .Preparatory Committee for the Conference has also
served as a rude reminder that the Conference on Science and Technology for
Development - with its emphasis on development - is among the most complicated
which thp. United Nations has undertaken. ~'le must all realize with great humility
the enormity and complexity of our task. It will require the best professional
expert counsel which Governments and the Secretariat can summon, whatever the
source, be it from the private or public sectors. And so we urge the Secretariat
to broaden its continuing consultations with experts from within and outside the
United Nations system so we can create the kind of intellectual framework this
Conference so urgently requires. This is critically important if this Conference
is to command the pUblic respect and political support it deserves. lie must focus
on the central i.ssues so as to make informed judgements and offer ",ise
recommendations to our Governments and to the United Nations system.

3. This ne", intellectual framework ",e are searching for must leok at the total
picture in all its economic and social aspects, not just some parts of science,
or some parts of technology. It cannot ignore the great opportunities for
international collaboration on ho", science and technology can be more effective,
for example, in helping relieve global problems of poverty, enhancing productive
capacity, and improving standards and qu.ality of life. These are the overriding
developmental issues with which this Conference must be concerned. Under these
general objectives are some specific issues, some of them troublesome, as ",e found
here at the third session of the Preparatory Committel~. They raise questions of
priorities and balance in our framework.

4. For example, with regard to enhancing product i ve capacity, are there more
real obstacles associated with access, or with utilization of technology? Or are
these specific issues of equal importance in accelerating development? We need
both expert advice to guide us and better government understanding of the issues
before we can consult or negotiate effectively on them.

5. May I now call this Committee's attention to the report of the Jamaica
Symposium sponsored by the International Institute for the Environment and
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Development which was circulated at this meeting. This symposium brought together
highly qUalified experts from North and South to identify the central issues of
this Conference. They looked at the relation of technology to development goals
and reached a remarkable degree of consensus, concluding that the issues related
to science and technology for development need not be in mutually exclusive,
conflict-ridden terms. In fact~ they shmoTed how controversy might be avoided.
They identified much common ground for this Conference and str.essed the mutual
benefits of a stable environment for both development and developing countries.
The results of the JfJIIlaica Symposium and other work such as the report of the
Advisory ComInittee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development and
the ACAST S~posia, are the kind of quality thinking that we feel should be
accommodated in the revised draft programme of action for the fourth session of
the Preparatory Committee.

6. To sum up, 111r. Chairman. my delegation is concerned that, after t1oTO years of
preparations and with only six and one half months remaining before the Conference
convenes, we have not yet clearly identified the central issues or made the
necessary distinctions as regards secondary issues, or as issues under negotiation
in other forums.

7. These ~ in the view of my Government, must be better defined if we are to be
able to continue to maintain a strong, positive approach to the Conference, and
capitalize on the extraordinary opportunities which it offers for co-operation
between l\Torth and South. He sincerely hope that in the inte:rim remaining between
nOVT and the fourth session of the Preparatory Committee we shall be able to
develop the kind of intellectual frame'loTork and the necessary political interest
and policy-level support that will make all of our efforts worthwhile.

8. Finally, I would request also that the statements of the United States
delegation be annexed to the report of the session.

r



ANNEX VI

Statement made by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
at the 30th meeting, on 5 February 1979

1. Speaking on behalf of the countries of group D, the delegation of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics wishes to thank the Secretary-General of the
Conference, the Chairman of our Committee, the Bureau of the Committee, all those
who have assisted us in our work over the past two weeks and the delegations of
all the countries that have made individual contributions during the course of our
session.

2. Group D attaches great importance to the forthcoming Conference and believes
that preparations for it should be completed in good time and with a concern for
quality. \-le believe that through their proposals concerning the structure and
content of the draft programme of action, our delegations have made their
contribution to the common cause. \-le should like to be assured that our proposals,
includiug the proposals concerning co-ordination of the efforts of all countries
with a view to the solution of world problems facing mankind, ,'Till be taken into
account during the formula.tion of the new draft programme of action.

3. lIe should also like to draw attention to the need to formulate the future
resolutions of the Conference on a universal basis, so that the Conference's
results could be used by all countries for the benefit of their national
development.

4. We believe that any programme of a.ction or development programme, including
the new international economic order, will remain a dead letter until conditions
for tile sp~eding up of social AIld economic progress. the peaceful development of
countries and peoples and the strengthening of peace and security are ensured and
until the massive resources currently expended on the arms race are used for the
purposes of the social and economic development of all countries, including the
developing countries. .

5. Guided by our unsvlerving position of support for the just demands of
developing countries for the development and strengthening of their own scientific
and technological potential, we are prepared to continue to provide them w'ith all
possible support in those areas.

6. In. conclusion, our group wishes once again to reaffirm its intention to
participate constructively in the future work on the preparation of a new draft
proeramme of action, which vIe see as one of the major documents of the forthcoming
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development.
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