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| nt roduction

1. The second neeting of the Wrking Goup on Water Managenment took place in
Bonn, Germany, on 15 Septenber 1999, at the invitation of the Governnent of
Ger many.

2. Del egations fromthe following countries attended: Armenia, Austria,
Azer bai jan, Bel gium Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Fi nl and, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Netherlands, Pol and,
Portugal , Republic of Ml dova, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spai n, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Micedonia, Turkey,
and Uzbeki st an.

3. Representatives of the United Nations Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe
(UN/ ECE) al so participated.

4, Representatives of the secretariats of the International Conm ssion for the
Protection of the Elbe, the International Comm ssion for the Protection of the
Meuse, the International Comm ssion for the Protection of the Rhine, and the

I nternational Conmi ssion for the Protection of the Scheldt participated.
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5. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnmental organizations attended
the neeting: International Council of Environnmental Law (1CEL), and Wrld Wde
Fund for Nature (WAF, Auen Institute, Cernany).

6. The neeting was held in conjunction with the workshop on the theme “From
di spute to consensus - the role of bi-national and multi-national conm ssions
on transboundary waters”, which had taken place at the sane venue on 13 and 14
Sept ember 1999 (MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 4) .

7. The neeting of the Wirking G oup was opened by its Chairman, M. B
WARNAT (Germany). He addressed the Meeting on behalf of the host country.

l. PROCEDURES

8. The Working Group adopted the agenda, as set out in docunent
MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 1, on the understanding that the officers would be el ected at
the end of the neeting.

9. The Working Group adopted the report on its first neeting
(MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1998/ 2) .

10. At the end of the meeting, the Wrking Goup elected M. M MATUSKA
(Sl ovakia) as its new Chairperson. It invited M. G HOLLO (Hungary), who had
been unable to attend, to continue as Vice-Chairperson

11. In the closing session, the Wrking Goup expressed its gratitude to

M. B. WARNAT for his excellent |eadership and his contribution to the

organi zati on of two workshops on water and industrial accidents (Berlin, 7-9
May 1998) and on joint bodies (Bonn, 13-14 Septenber 1999) and to the
preparations for the Sem nars on water and industrial accidents (Hanburg,
Germany, 4-6 October 1999) and on flood prevention and protection (Berlin, 7-8
Cct ober 1999).

. PARTNERS | N COOPERATI ON

A. Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International lLakes -
cooperation with the Wrld Health O gani zati on (VWHO)

12. The Worki ng Group took note of the outcone of the Third Mnisteria
Conf erence on Environment and Health (London, 16-18 June 1999), particularly
the adoption, signing and interiminplenentation of the Protocol

13. The Working Group wel conmed the many initiatives taken by countries,
UN/ ECE, the WHO Regional Ofice for Europe (WHO EURO) and the United Nations
Devel opnent Programe(UNDP) to inplenent the Protocol’s provisions. It
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invited countries to help inmprove project proposals in order to facilitate
access to sources of finance, as stipulated in article 14 (b) of the Protocol

14. It entrusted the existing task force on water and health to assist in
the preparation of the first neeting of the Signatories, tentatively schedul ed
to be held in Budapest in October 2000, and to undertake any other activities
to achi eve the purpose of the Protocol. It invited the UNECE and WHO EURO
secretariats to draft, in consultation with the Chairman of the task force
new terns of reference for the task force for the period 2000-2003, and to
make proposals regarding the conposition of the task force for consideration
and adoption at the second neeting of the Parties (The Hague, Netherlands, 23-
25 March 2000).

15. The Working Group entrusted the task force to take a lead, jointly with
the host countries, in the preparations for and fol |l owup to:

(a) The Sem nar on sustai nabl e wat er managenent and health to take
pl ace during the Fourth International Congress and Exhi biti on ECWATECH- 2000
(Moscow, 30 May to 2 June 2000), as reconmended at the London Conference.
This Sem nar woul d include such topics as urban water nmanagenent, rural water
management, consuner protection and risk strategy;

(b) A wor kshop on water and health in urban and rural areas
(prelimnary title) organized with the support of the city of Bonn and
tentatively scheduled to take place there on the occasion of the Wrld Day for
Water, 22 March 2000.

B. Prevention of dannge by waters: activities of the task force on fl ood
prevention

16. The Working Group took note of progress made by the task force on flood
prevention with Germany as |ead country in the preparation of the joint

UN ECE- | DNDR- WMO- WHO Sem nar on flood prevention and protection (Berlin, 7-8
Cct ober 1999).

17. It took note of the task force’ s preparation of draft guidelines on
flood prevention and protection, and invited countries to consider providing
assi stance, particularly to joint bodies, for the inplenmentation of these
gui del i nes through training courses or workshops.

C. Water and industrial accidents: joint activities with the Meeting of the
Signatories to the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industria
Acci dent s

18. The Working Group took note of progress made in the preparation of the
joint Sem nar on the prevention of chenmical accidents and limtation of their

i npact on transboundary waters (Hanmburg, 4-6 Cctober 1999) by the joint ad hoc
expert group set up by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on the
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes and
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the Meeting of the Signatories to the Convention on the Transboundary Effects
of Industrial Accidents, with Germany as |ead country.

19. It noted that at |east three topics would be further devel oped jointly
with the Meeting of the Signatories to the Convention on the Transboundary

Ef fects of Industrial Accidents. These would help in the further preparations
for the Sem nar: technol ogi es and approaches to prevent accidents, warning and
alert systens, and identification of hazardous activities in transboundary

cat chment areas.

D. Public participation in water nmanagenent: cooperation with the Meeting
of the Signatories to the 1998 Aarhus Convention and the United Nations
Envi ronment Pr ogr amme ((UNEP)

20. The Working Group noted the outcone of the first meeting of the
Signatories to the 1998 Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-mking and Access to Justice in Environnenta
Matters (Chisinau, 19-21 April 1999) of relevance to water nanagenent. It
invited the Signatories to that Convention to consider, as appropriate, data
qual ity assurance of environnental information to which the public would have
access.

21. The Working Group wel conmed the initiative and the progress made in the
joint UN ECE-UNEP activity, |led by the Netherlands, on public participation in
wat er managenment and conpliance nmonitoring. |t reconmended that work on both
i ssues shoul d be continued, and requested the ad hoc group on priorities for
2000- 2003 (see chapter 111.B) to insert draft programe el ements on these
issues in the new draft work plan for consideration by the Parties at their
second neeti ng.

E. Protection of transboundary groundwaters: draft guidelines on npbnitoring
and assessnent, and inplenentation of pilot projects

22. The Worki ng G oup wel comed the conprehensi ve work undertaken by the task
force on nonitoring and assessnent, with the Netherlands as |ead country, and
its core group on groundwaters to prepare guidelines on transboundary
groundwat er nmonitori ng and assessnment, suppl enented by background reports on

i nventory of nonitoring and assessnent, use of indicators, nodel applications,
and state of the art of transboundary groundwater nonitoring and assessnents.
It also expressed satisfaction with the preparations for an early application
of these guidelines in a nunber of pilot projects.

23. The Worki ng Group took note of progress made in the revision of the 1996
Gui delines on water-quality nonitoring and assessnent of transboundary rivers,
whi ch woul d i nclude both water-quantity and water-quality aspects, and woul d
refer to sone basic aspects of monitoring and assessi ng possi bl e adverse

i npact on human heal th and safety.
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24, It noted that the revised guidelines would be exam ned by the task force
at its next neeting (Bled, Slovenia, 4-9 Novenber 1999) before subnmission to
the Parties for consideration and adoption at their second neeting. Any
coments and proposals for additions to these draft guidelines should be
passed on to the nmenbers of the task force or sent to the secretariat by 1
Noverber 1999.

25. The Working Group took note with appreciation of the information from
the representative of the Netherlands that his CGovernnent considered - as
specifically requested at the first nmeeting (MP. WAT/ WG 1/ 1998/ 2, para. 27) by
the del egati ons of Hungary, Poland, Republic of Ml dova, Russian Federation
and Slovakia - to set up a collaborating centre on nonitoring and assessnent
within the Netherlands Institute on Inland Water Managenent and Waste Water
Treatment (RIZA). It appreciated the offer of the Netherlands to provide the
necessary human and financial resources to operate this centre, and noted that
in the neantine the Bureau had considered the draft terms of reference for
this centre. They would be submitted to the Parties for adoption at their
second neeti ng.

F. Cooperation with the ECE Committee on Environnental Policy

26. The Working G oup noted the various activities carried out under the
auspices of the ECE Conmmttee on Environnmental Policy of relevance to water
which the Committee would consider at its neeting on 21-24 Septenber 1999
(ECE/CEP/69). It decided to take this information into account when

di scussing priority activities for the future work plan under the Convention
(see chapter 111.B).

I11. POLICIES AND STRATEG ES

A. Bilateral and nultilateral cooperation on transboundary waters: the role
of joint bodies

27. The Worki ng Group took note of the information by the secretariat on
activities of joint bodies prepared on the basis of replies from del egations
to a questionnaire finalized by the Working Goup at its first neeting. It

made the foll ow ng arrangenents for the preparation, by the secretariat, of a
draft review of the achievenents under the Convention’ s provisions on
bilateral and nultilateral cooperation for consideration at the second neeting
of the Parties:

(a) Parties to the Convention that had not yet returned the
guestionnaire should do so by 1 Novenmber 1999 at the |atest;

(b) Non- Parties to the Convention that had not returned the
guestionnaire were invited to do so by 1 Novenber 1999 at the | atest;
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(c) Parti es and non-Parties that had returned inconplete
guestionnaires woul d be contacted by the secretariat by the end of 1999 to
provide clarifications and/or additions.

28. The Worki ng Group exam ned the outconme of the two workshops held in 1999
1/ 2/ and:

(a) Expressed its gratitude to the host countries, Germany and the
Russi an Federation, for the successful preparation and running of the
wor kshops;

(b) Endor sed the concl usions and recommendati ons of both workshops;

(c) Requested the ad hoc group on priorities for 2000-2003, with the
Net herl ands as | ead country, to take the recomrendati ons for future action
into account, as appropriate, when drafting proposals for the new work plan
and the declaration of the second nmeeting of the Parties;

(d) Took note of the outconme of the study by UNEP on di spute
settl enment approaches (docunent UNEP/ GC. 20/ 1 NF/ 16) and agreed to bear it in
m nd during the policy debate on cooperation with other environnenta
conventions, expected to be held at the second neeting of the Parties.

B. Oientation beyond 2000: priorities for action

29. The Working Group took note of witten and oral proposals by countries
and chairpersons of task forces on issues that mght be included in a draft
policy docunent on priority activities to be undertaken between the years 2000
and 2003 and the draft work plan for this period.

30. It noted that priority should be given to such issues as:

(a) Preparati on of guidance for, and training of, joint bodies and
Governments on public participation in water nmanagenent, environnmental inpact
assessnment and ot her cross-sectoral issues as laid down in the Convention
i ncl udi ng cooperation with joint bodies on regional seas;

(b) Preparation of strategic frameworks for conpliance with the
Convention, its Protocol, and guidelines and other soft-law instrunents
adopt ed under the Convention; provision of advice on |egal and adm nistrative
i ssues of the Convention;

(c) I mpl ement ati on of the ecosystem approach in water nmanagenment in
conjunction with recommendations | aid down in the proposal for a Counci
directive establishing a franework for European Community action in the field
of water policy; water demand nmanagenment, allocation of water, and water
sharing anmong riparian countries; specific approaches to groundwater
management ;

(d) Moni toring, assessnment and | aboratory quality management;
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(e) Joint and coordi nated action as stipulated by the Protocol on
wat er and heal t h.

31. The Working Group invited the ad hoc group on priorities for 2000-2003

|l ed by the Netherlands, to include these proposals, as appropriate, in the new
draft work plan. It called upon countries to contribute to the inplenmentation
of these tasks, for exanple by taking over the functions as |ead country of a
task force or an ad hoc expert group, or by organizing workshops and training
cour ses.

32. The Working Group, referring to a decision taken at the first neeting of
the Parties to reviewits activities at their second session (ECE MP. WAT/ 2,
para. 32 (d) and annex V), took note wi th appreciation of the corments made by
the del egati on of Hungary regarding the Wrking Goup’s role in guiding the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention between the neetings of the Parties and

[ aunchi ng numerous new initiatives under the work plan. Additionally, as
proposed by Hungary, the Working Group woul d pay particular attention to such
cross-sectorial issues of water management (including the health component) as
conpl i ance, involvement of the public, and cooperation with other rel evant

i nt ergover nnental and non-governnental organizations. It would prepare for
and hold policy debates on these topics and on other issues put forward in the
new wor k plan under the Conventi on.

I V. WORK PLAN

33. The Working Group wel comed the information provided by the del egati on of
Est oni a about preparations for the workshop on managenent and sustai nabl e
devel opnent in international |ake basins (Tartu, Estonia, 15-17 Decenber
1999), and appreciated the assi stance provided by the NGO “Lake Peips

project” to draw up an operational programme on | akes.

34. The Working G oup took note of the fact that the secretariat had
mobi |i zed funds to start inplenenting the programme el enent on best
agricultural practice (programe el enent 4.2).

V. CLCSI NG OF THE MEETI NG

35. The neeting was cl osed by the outgoing chairmn, M. B. WARNAT.

Not es

1/ Wor kshop on the exchange of experience in the inplenmentation of
t he Convention, held during the International Congress and Exhibition Fair
“Great Rivers ‘99" in N zhny Novgorod, Russian Federation, 25-28 May 1999
(MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 3) .
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2/ Wor kshop on the topic “From dispute to consensus - the role of
bi -national and multi-national comm ssions on transboundary waters”, held in
Bonn on 13-14 Septenber 1999). Report to be published under synbol nunber
MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 4.



