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Summary of information International Labour Organization

_ . _ _ 3. The International Labour Organization (ILO) is
A. International standards, policy directives  responsible for the only two international instruments

and internal guidelines relating exclusively to indigenous and tribal peoples: the

Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957
Office of the United Nations High (No. 107); and the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Commissioner for Human Rights Convention, 1989 (No. 169), which revises Convention

1 The adonti ¢ ed . decl . hNo. 107, which is now closed for ratification, but remains
e adoption of a United Nations declaration on t\/‘Eﬂid for those countries that have ratified it but have not

rights of_ indigenous people is a priority_objective of threatified Convention No169 (20 in teal). There are at
International Decgde of the World’s Indigenous Peppl resent 13 ratifications for Convention No. 169: Bolivia,
The draft declaration, as adopted by the Subcommissteg)ompia Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Guatemala,
on the Promotion and Protection of Human R|ghts,togetl”|%nduras’ Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay and

with relevant studies, the general recommendations of &, a number of other States are considering ratification
human rights treaty bodies, the conclusions of expeq,

. . . , zil, Finland, New Zealand, Philippines and Sweden,
seminars on indigenous issues and the declarations Hfgng others) and the influence of Convention No. 169 in

programmes of action adopted by high-level conferenggs 5ot holicy development continues (see the draftinter-
constitute a body of intemtionally recognized smerican instrument on indigenous peoples). It may be
commentary, conclusions and recommendations that haWge g that, of the 13 ratifications of Convention No. 169,
found their place as a basis of policy-making bOth\ ore added in the five years from June 1990 (date of
internationally and nationally. entry into force of the Convention) to the end of 1994, and
2. Sincethelaunch ofthe International Decade in 1995in the second five years, coinciding with the first half of
the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on thilee Decade. The Committee of Experts on the Application
Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination aff Conventions and Recommendations, the principal ILO
Racial Discrimination and the Committee on Economibpdy responsible for monitoring the implementation of
Social and Cultural Rights have all addressed indigenangernational labour standards, examines the application
issues, either through specific country commentaries @rConventions No. 107 and No. 169 on a regular basis.
general recommendations. Two expert seminars have been

held under the Decade programme, one on practical World Health Organization/Pan American
experiences regarding indigenous land rights and claims Health Organization

(Whitehorse, 1.996) and the seco.nd'ontmmlslnons of . The constitution of the World Health Organization
research and higher education and indigenous people ( 0) recognizes the right to health as a fundamental

Joseé, 1999), both of which set out a series of proposals an an right and focuses on vulnerable countries and

. ) . > hu
ﬁgﬁ?omni:sagg rg)sbefrcr)lra dtehgf trllgtsgr]zﬂ?tgzi)nzoor:rtnhL:enclj%?fmation groups as an integral part of its activities. In
S y o ) - digy y 1998, aresolution on the health ofindigenous peoples
pn_nmples and guidelines for the protection qfthe herlta%eas passed at the fifty-first session of the Executive Board
of indigenous people prepared by the Special Rapport%\'lKNHO, requiring the organization, as a contribution to

of the Subcommission, Erica-Irene Daes, due to take pl : . .
from 28 February to 1 March 2000. The seminar will hel%ﬁg Decade, to increase its attention to the health needs of

. . . Do .~ indigenous populations in a comprehensive and systematic
inter alia, to clarify concepts, principles and practlce\lNay' In the region of the Americas, where the Pan

action that might contribute to the protection of th/gmerican Health Organization (PAHO) has been active on

intellectual and cultural property of indigenous peoplesh. : ; o
oo : indigenous health issues, the organization adopted the
The Subcommission, in its resolution 1999/19 of R§dst ﬁea?th of Indigenous Peoples Ir?itiative in 199% the

(l_‘,g?r?r’ni pirorrfors;ac:Htrrlnatn I;heht Umiﬁd N%t.'onts fH'g[Rrinciples of which were reaffirmed in June 1997. The
0 sstoneriorfuman Rights, as the coordinator for inciples, which include a recognition of the need for a

Dﬁg:tie’sgg?;n'ﬁgtjr;;lort;:&%ezn Ienndelgenos:d pfﬂ?ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂistic approach to health, the right of self-determination,
P ' 9y importance of systematic participation, respect for

companies and human rights, Wh'Ch may ans'der.eX'St'fF\%igenous cultures and reciprocity in relations, served as
and future codes of conduct for implementing projects {Re basis of a plan of action for the region. The Director-

indigenous communities. General of WHO is due to report to the Executive Board
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on the outcome of a consultation with indigenous peopleseasures of the earlier policy, the new policy focuses
scheduled to take place in November 1999, and an ovenadirticular attention on the rights of indigenous peoples to

strategy and programme of work for the Decade. participate in and benefit from development projects.
Special procedures are outlined in the policy for
World Intellectual Property Organization incorporating the concerns of indigenous peoples into

5 The mandate of the World Intellectual PropertBank-fmanced projects through the design of indigenous

Organization (WIPO) is the promotion of the protectiot gqples development pla_m_s. I_n 1998, the _\No_rld Bank
of intellectual property throughout the world througrllmt'ated aprocess _for revising its curr_ent pollcy_m_1998,
cooperation among States, in collaboration, whe'rrédu_dmg consultations on the draft policy both within and
appropriate, with any other international organizatioﬂUtSIde of the World Bank.

(article 3 (i), 1967 Convention establishing the World

Intellectual Property Organization). United Nations Development Programme

6. Beginning during the biennium 1998-1999, several Within the framework of the policy of _sustainable
WIPO programmes and activities included indigenojiuman development adopted by the United Nations

peoples among their intended beneficiaries. Mot evelopment Programme (UNDP), issues related to

particularly, the programmes and activities of WIPO’ digenpus people have _gaif‘ed_ considerable at_t_ention.
Global Intellectual Property Issues Division (the Globa upporting and strengthening indigenous communities and

Issues Division) and the WIPO Academy are of particul ganizations is a task that cuts through UNDP’s main

relevance. The programme of work of the Global Issud emgtlc areas — poverty eradlcatl_on, employment and
Division for the biennium 1998-1999 includes among itgustamable “.Ve“hOOds’ gender equity, goqd governance
objectives, the identification and expdoion ofintellectual andthe sustainable management ofthe environment. There

property needs and expectations of new beneficiariég,\’y'de recogmtlor,] W'thm.UNDP of the S|gn|f|c§1nce of
including the holders of indigenous knowledge an digenous people’s holistic knowledge ofthe environment
gnd their effective management of resources. Indigenous

innovations, in order to promote the contribution of th le. h ften th t of th ; i
intellectual property system to their social, cultural an@€OP'€, NOWEVEr, are often th€ poorest of the poor In mos

economic development, the study of the role ofintellectu ‘the approximately 70 countries which they inhabit and

property in the documentation, conservation ant eimprovementoftheir plightiscritical toreduce poverty

dissemination of expressions of folklore and thgnd to promote environmental conservation for future

development of means for the sustainable use a%nerations. UNDP has an explicit mandate to reach out

beneficial commercialization of expressions of folklor ol\:gﬂgenous thOple ?n_(:_to ent?]urte their paglm?attlﬁn_m
using the existing intellectual property system. Iivelih(;?)légpor ed activities at may aflec elr

World Bank 9. Overthecourse0f1999, UNDP hasbeen taking stock

7. TheWorld Bank’s policytowardsindigenous people%fngsm\’\;orkir?n%Lish%wzggtn:gn;]x;hfc')?\?\;gﬁjngtur;tge?cp;ﬁs
dates back to 1982 and was designed initially to consida? bpIng 9 y

the needs of relatively isolated and unacculturated triba) o the next four years of the Decade and beyond. These

groups affected by development projects. It focusaihly exercises have consisted of internal and external reviews

. ' o f UNDP’s activities that have involved indigenous
on the protection of land rights and the provision of healt . : . . )
communities and their respective organizations since the

services, part|cula'rly in_relation to fc?res’&deallm%auguration of the International Year of Indigenous
indigenous peoplesin lowland South America. In 1991'ﬂ?§eoples in 1993, including a study of past and current
World Bank issued a revised policy, which extended the X

N - 4 . . projects within UNDP’s mitiple programmes that either
definition of indigenous peoples to include a much widet, S ! s

b . . . directly or indirectly involve indigenous peoples. It

array of peoples who maintain social and cultural |dent|t|%s

distinctfromthoseofthenationalsocietieswheretheyliveIghllghts |nstruct|ye practices .and prqgrgmmatlc
apgroaches for working more effectively with indigenous

have close attachments to their ancestral lands and & .
. : . . eoples. Secondly, an external review was undertaken of
often susceptible to being disadvantaged in the. . - : .

: . ; xisting policies and/or current policy formulation
development process. This policy is currently applicablé

to all World Bank-financed piects identified as affecting processes in mtergovernmen.tal orgamzaﬂons, including

o . L . various United Nations agencies anidteral development

indigenous peoples. While maintaining the protective : . .
cooperation agencies. The purpose of the comparative study
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was to assist and orient the UNDP policy formulationeview of the Conference, reaffirms that Governments
process. should promote and respect therights ofindigenous people,
with particular regard to their cultures, resources, belief
10. In this context, a consultative meeting entitledystems, land rights and languages, and should expand
“Indigenous Peoples and UNDP: Strengthening Ouiheir access to youth and adult education learning policies
Partnership”, was held in Geneva, from 22 to 24 Julgnd programmes as well as reproductive health-care
between representatives from indigenous peoplegrvices. At the programme level, although a specific set
organizations and from UNDP headquarters and regior@fl guidelines has not been developed for indigenous
and country programme offices. The overaljeative of peoples, UNFPA has revised existing guidelines to ensure
this dialogue was torenew and deepen UNDP’s partnerskigights-based approach into its three programme areas:
and engagement with indigenous peoples, theigproductivehealth, popation and developmentstrategies
organizations and their communities. The working grougnd advocacy.
identified three priorities to be addressed by UNDP. The
first priority for ensuring a strengthened partnership with ~ Other United Nations organizations

indigenou; people_s is.the development_ofg U,NDP po“@é. The World Food Programme (WFP), while indicating
and operational guidelines on coogiéon with indigenous 1t yndertook extensive work with indigenous peoples,

peoples. The policy should build on the existing polickyiq it had no policy directives on indigenous peoples.

frar_nework, that is, the draift declara.tio!q on the rights fikewise, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
indigenous peoples. As the next priority, UNDP shoul

o L : o . 'United Nations (FAO) stated that they had no special
promote indigenous participation in decision-makin

4 in the devel tacili olicy directives or internal guidelines governing the
processes and in the development process, facilit fganization’s work with indigenous peoples, but that they

indiger_mus participation in inte_rnational forums and ta ave produced technical notes and methodologies on the
an active stand on the establishment of the permaneito cyjtyral aspects of population, including indigenous

forum for indigenous peoples within the United Nation . - .
eoples, which are applied through an inter-agency system
system and the adoption of the draft declaration. As t ‘Ftepchnical assistanpc% g gencysy

third priority, UNDP is requested to explore opportunities
for direct support and interaction with indigenoud3. International policy-making in the environmental
communities and organizations. This should be done B€a is of particular concern to indigenous peoples since
improving the communication and flow of informationthey are highly dependent on the natural environment for
between UNDP and indigenous peoples and ensuring ftiieir material and spiritual needs. Article 8 (j) of the
indigenous participation in the design, implertaion and Convention on Biological Diversity, which entered into
monitoring of projects and progmmes. UNDP should force in 1993, explicitly refers to indigenous peoples, and
review existing modalities for direct assistance and shout§veral of the subsidiary bodies established to assist with
increase the financial and technical assistance ifgplementation of the Convention are relevant to
indigenous peoples through new modes of direct suppoftdigenous peoples, including those dealing with scientific,
technical and technological advice, bio-safety and

United Nations Population Fund traditional knowledgé.

11. TheUnited Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) drawk?-  Inreviewing the emerging policy frameworkrelating
its policy guidelines from the Programme of Action of thd® indigenous peoples, mention can also be made of
International Conference on Population and DevelopmeRgdional instruments such as the draft declaration on
held in Cairo in 1994, which called on Governments t§'digenous peoples being prepared by the Organization of
address, in consultation with indigenous peoples andAynerican States (OAS) and United Nations sponsored
collaboration with relevant non-governmentaﬂCt'V't'e_S in countries with .S|gn|f|ca_mt mdlg(_anogs
organizations (NGOs) and intergovernment£qpu,|at'9ns’ such as the United Nations Verification
organizations, the specific needs ofindigenousfatipns  Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA).

in all aspects of population and development, includings. There is arange of relevant international standards,
their needs in reproductive health care. Tlkeently policy guidelines and other high-level recommendations
approved “Key actions for the further implementation afietermining, to a greater or lesser extent,
the Programme of Action of the International Conferendatergovernmental programmes and jpots affecting

on Population and Development”, the result of the five-yeaidigenous peoples. While some of these instruments and
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policyguidelines pre-date the Decade, theyare nonetheleBR$ESCO has agreed to hold its first comprehensive
relevant in determining the context in which currentonsultation on the educational and cultural aspects of the
programmes within the agencies are being developed. Faxecade atits headquartersin November 1999. Through the
example, since 1996, the United Nations Children’s Fundluntary Fund on Indigenous Populations, which assists
(UNICEF) has adopted arights-based approach to childrevith the travel and living costs of over 60 indigenous
guided bythe Convention on the Rights of the Child, whosepresentatives to attend key human rights meetings each
article 30 recognizes the right of indigenous children teear, it has been possible for the Office of the High
enjoy their own culture and practise their own religion cdommissioner to cooperate with a number of organizations
language. of the United Nations system, including the World Bank,
WIPO and UNDP, and to assist in full participation of
. o indigenous peoplein their consultations. As a contribution
B. Programmes, projects and other activities  toinforming indigenous peoples about the United Nations
system, the Office has drafted a guide to the United Nations
16. A number of organizations of the United Nationsystem for indigenous people, which is being finalized for
system are undertaking a wide range of activities aimedatlication.
improving the well-being of indigenous peoples, in Iinfg_

ith th | of the | ional Decade of the World’ As part of its initiatives for the Decade, the Office of
with the goal of the International Decade of the Wor t’ﬁg High Commissioner has established the Indigenous
|

Indigenous People. This attests to growing interestin ap lowship Programme to assist indigenous people in

_con_1m|tment to programmes specifically targetin aining experience in the field of international human
indigenous communities, including through programm ﬁghts and the United Nations system. Under the

of technical assistance. programme, indigenous persons chosen by their
) ) ) ] organizations are able to spend six months based in the

The Office of United Nations High Office of the High Commissioner, where they follow an

Commissioner for Human Rights intensive training course in international human rights law
17. Theinter-agencyconsultations on indigenous peop#® mechanisms, participate in the daily activities of the
which are organized each year by the Office of the Higbifice, spend one month within an NGO, and receive
Commissioner and ILO, increasinglyin close cooperatiextended briefings at several United Nations agencies,
with other active United Nations organizations, have bewrecluding WHO, ILO, WIPO and UNESCO. To date 13
instrumental in building a spirit of cooperation among thiedigenous fellows have been accepted on the progre
individuals, focal points, units or departments dealirfgom Australia, Brazil, Canada, India, Indonesia, Japan,
either entirely or partially with indigenous issues. A mo#fali, New Zealand, Panama, Russia, Sweden and the
important result of these regular meetings has beenUnited States of America.

ensure that, on the whole, projects and paognes donot 5 The Office of the High Commissioner has organized
take place in isolation or in ignorance of majofyinternational seminars under the Decade programme.
developments relating to indigenous peoples taking plagge seminars provide an opportunity for representatives
elsewhere. of United Nations organizations and agencies and experts
18. The efforts by the Office of the High Commissiongrom Governments and indigenous organizations to discuss
to stimulate inter-agency cooperation on indigenousisswgétical issues, share experiences and make
has been assisted by the decision taken by the Workhegommendations for future action. The first of these
Group on Indigenous Populations to highlight a specifieminars addressed the question of land rights and claims
theme each year. Hence, in 1996, the Working Groapd was held in Whitehorse, Canada. In June 1999, the
focused on health, in 1997 on environment, in 1998 6iffice of the High Commissioner organized an
education and in 1999 on land. The relevant Unitéaternational workshop on higher education and research
Nations agencies have seized the opportunity offered by thetitutions and indigenous peoples in San José, Costa
presence at the sessions of well over 500 indigenous pedjilea. In order to improve the flow of information and
to hold workshops, consultations and briefings. As kmowledge about United Nations activities relating to
consequence of these contacts, WIPO has built up its owdigenous peoples, the Office has also launched an
network of indigenous organizations concerned wiihdigenous media initiative. In January 1998, a first
intellectual property issues, WHO is now in permanemorkshop was held in Madrid and a second workshop will
contact with an indigenous committee onahlile, and be heldin Atlanta, United States of America in May 2000.
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. o development plans and initiatives and ensuring that their

International Labour Organization traditional values and culture are safeguarded. The
21. Since the beginning of the International Decade pfogramme has 20 gexts in 10 countries in Asia, Africa
the World’s Indigenous People, ILO has initiated anumb@&nd Central America funded by a group of donors
of technical cooperation pjects and progammes to including DANIDA, the Government of the Netherlands,
increase awareness ofthe situation ofindigenous and triba¢ Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA),
peoples and to promote animprovement oftheir living artie Arab Gulf Programme for the United Nations
working conditions. All ILO technical assistancéDevelopmentOrganizations (AGFUND), UNDP, WFP and
programmes are implemented within the framework étabobank. Major programme components are:
relevant ILO standards, in particular Convention No. 168trengthening of basic livelihoods, ancestral domain
In Central America (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Hondurag)anagement, advancement of the status of indigenous
Guatemala, Belize, Nicaragua and Panama), a three-y@@men, environment and natural resource management
project is under way, which focuses on the legdthrough incorporation of indigenous knowledge),
empowerment of indigenous peoples in Central Americaapacity-building through training ofindigenous extension
The project’s regional counterpartisthe Central Americaworkers at community level, preservation of indigenous
Indigenous Council and its aim is to enable indigenowsilture and strengthening oflocal organizations. Inthe last
communities both to protect and promote their rightiéve years, INDISCO projects have trained more than
through better use of legislative and legal processes andf000 indigenous and tribal people who, inreturn, helped
accomplish more effective inclusion ofindigenous peopléBeir communities to revitalize traditional jobs.
inthe administration of justice, public policy development
and the democratic process. As one of the components of World Health Organization

the UNDP-sponsored national indigenous pesgme, ILO - 54 - The focus of WHO on the health needs ofindigenous

also provides training to indigenous legal activists Ofl,qnjes has increased since the beginning of the United
legislation relating to land and the use of resources in t

lowlands of livi | 4 tions Decade in 1994. A number of departments and
owlands ot E’O via. Inf Gl]f,aﬁ?jmaafff' ILO assistance, sters have been involved in past and current activities
continues with training for field staff on the practicalt 1he organization related to the health of indigenous

implications of Convention No. 169. This has taken pla‘i?eople. The Substance Abuse Department has emphasized
attherequest ofthe Ombudsman’

Convention No: 169 was ratified by Guatemala in Jur]ﬁdigenous communities. During the second phase,
1996, also within the context of the Peace Plan. indigenous consultants were seconded to work in the
22. The Danish International Development Agenc8ubstance Abuse Department. An indigenous advisory
(DANIDA)-financed project on indigenous and tribalgroup, with representatives from most WHO regions, was
peoples is a technical cooperation proj@itmed at established, with project management and monitoring
promoting ILO policy on indigenous and tribal peoples. Itesponsibilities. The Noncommunicable Diseases Cluster
began operations in 1996 and will continue until 200(has gathered information on diabetes among indigenous
subjecttorenewal. The projectis concepized withinthe peoples. The Tobacco Free Initiative reported that

framework of the International Decade and is managed pyevalence of tobacco consumption is higher among
twoindigenousandtribal persons. Theinterregional focusdigenous peoples. The Initiative is aimed at the

of the project places itmain emphasis on Asia anddevelopment of protocols about tobacco control, including

Southern Africa, whereas project work in South andne on indigenous peoples. Several of the activities of the
Central America is complementary to the activities of theoll back malaria programme are focused on addressing
ILO offices in the region. malaria and health systems of indigenous populations, in

23. Inspired by Convention No. 169, ILO launched thH'€ Mekong region and in South America as well as in

Interregional Programme to Support Self-reliance &Iher parts of the world. A meeting will take place in Lima

Indigenous and Tribal Communities through Coapiees in October 1999 on malaria and indigenous people, with

and other Self-help Organizations (INDISCO) aimed 4P'€¢ Participation of Governments and indigenous

strengthening the capacities of indigenous and trit\Jlr?efpresentatlves from nine Amazonian countries. The

peoples, helping them to design and implement their o rgaditionalMedicineTeamincludes afocusonindigenous
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medicines. Guidelines for traditional health practitionerterm plan of action for improving the health ofindigenous
and primary health care have been produced. The Jopeoples. Health policies to be adopted by Member States
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) haswill be an important output of this consultation. In
developed a database on AIDS and indigenous peoplpseparation for the consultation a series of meetings has
Some studies have shown a very high rate of HIV arlzken organized, both within WHO itself as well as with
sexually transmitted diseases among indigenous peoplether United Nations agencies and indigenous peoples
Therecentguidelines produced on human rights and Al@&ganizations.

identify indigenous peoples as a priority population. United Nations Educational, Scientific and

25. During 1998 WHO co-sponsored and participatedin ~ Cultural Organization
the organization of the third “Healing our Spirit”,g

conference, in New Zealand, which focused on indigeno .ucational Scientific and Cultural Organization
peoples and substance misuse. In 1999, the Mental He‘%t?NESCO) (lifelong education for all; sciences in the
Department produced a brochure which provides &l,ice of development; cultural development, heritage and
international overview of the mental health Of'nd'genouéreativity; communication, information and informatics)

people. are particularlyrelevanttoindigenous peoples. In addition,
26. Recently WHO was asked by its governing bodies tbe organization has two transdisciplinary jpots:

take amore active role in the health ofindigenous peopléEducation towards a sustainable future” and “Towards a
At the fifty-first World HealthAssembly, in May 1998, a culture of peace”. The action in favour of indigenous
resolution on the health of indigenous peoples was passpdople is placed within the project “Towards a culture of
and areportwas submitted to the Executive Board of WH@eace”, in a subprogramme entitled “The culture of peace
in January 1999. Responsibility for following up then action”. The organization’scent actiities include: a
recommendations of the Executive Board was given to tkelloquium on “Indigenous peoples and the State in Latin
department of “Health in Steinable Development”, which America”, held in Ecuador in July 1997, which led to the
hasbegun itsworkin this area with the publication in 1998stablishment of regional UNESCO chairs for indigenous
of a report outlining the major health issues of indigenoumeoples research; the Linguapax programme, designed to
peoples. In seeking to work more closely with indigenouscrease awareness of and protect the linguistic heritage
peoples, WHO has established a partnership with tbéthe world; and a project on indigenditerature with
Committee on Indigenous Health, which was establishélde participation of 82 indigenous authors. UNESCO is
bytheindigenous caucus during the preparatory confereredeo promoting a series of activities in Guatemala,
for the fifteenth session of the Working Group ofncluding the first national congress on Maya education
Indigenous Populations. In partnership with thand an inventory of work on Maya linguistics. In July
Committee, two forums on thediéh ofindigenous peoples 1998, UNESCO also hosted an international symposium
were organized during the 1998 and 1999 sessions of thre natural sacred sites with indigenous participation.
Working Group. The aim of the forums was to clarify thé&Jnder the communications programme, UNESCO has
respective roles of the Committee, indigenous nosupported a number of radio and audio-visual productions
governmental organizations and WHO during the Decadaade by and for cultural minorities. The Hamburg-based
In August 1999, a memorandum of understanding waNESCO Institute for Edwtion is also engaged in
signed between the Director-General of WHO and th@omoting adult education in indigenous communities.
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP). The two agencies will carry out a  Food and Agriculture Organization of the

state of the environment and health report focusing on the  United Nations

indigenous peoples of the Arctic.

The four major programmes of the United Nations

29. FAO has coordinated numerous projects that have
27. An important WHO activity this year will be theeither directly involved or been relevant to indigenous
organization ofaninternational consultation on the healpfeoples. As an example, the project of the Woman and
of indigenous peoples, which will be held in Geneva frorRopulation Division of the Sustainable Development
23to 26 November 1999. The consultation will be attend€separtment, “Gender, biodiversity and local knowledge
by United Nations agencies, responsible officers in WH€ystems to strengthen agriculture and rural developments
regional offices, NGOs and indigenous peopleis Southern Africa” has been implemented in Tanzania,
organizations. This consultation will contribute towardZimbabwe and Mozambique. The central aim of the
the development of a WHO policy and the basis for a longprogramme s to strengthen the capacity of institutions and
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organizationstounderstand and applyfarmers’knowled@entral and Western Africa, the Arab countries, South
of and experience in the sustainable use of biodiversity fBmerica, Central America and the Caribbean. While the
food and agriculture and is highly relevant to indigenoysrimary informants for the missions were holders of
knowledge andits preservation. A pat developed by the traditional knowledge, including indigenous persons and
Agriculture Department has seen the development of dixeir representatives, the range of interlocutors included
pilot farmer field schools in the highlands of Ecuadom wide spectrum of stakeholdersin traditional knowledge,
which have facilitated the maintenance of indigenouscluding government officials, research instituiG0Os,
farming practices. The importance of indigenousiuseums, community organizations and village councils.
knowledge and practicesin agriculture has beenrecogniZeatctual accounts of all the mission activities were
by the organization in several instruments, meetings anepatriated directly to the traditional knowledge holders
conferences. New proposals were made to strengthen #mal other informants in the form of interim reports. The
implementation of farmers’ rights at the@mberl996 interimreports from the fact-finding missions are available
meeting of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Fofsdm the International Bureau of WIPO and a general
and Agriculture. Customary local institutions for naturaleport will be published in late 1999.

resource managementand disaster preventionisalsoatipe |, July 1998, WIPO also organized a round table on
coreofthe Rural Institutions and Participation Service. Agg|iectual property and indigenous peoples and will hold

mechanismsfc_)rimproved local !eve] in.teraction betwe%owledge on 1 and 2 November 1999 to facilitate an
customary/indigenous local institutions and locgly .hange of views among policy makers and traditional
government authorltles and/or other non—governmentlg“c)\,\/|edge holders, including indigenous persons,
actors on these issues. concerning the more effective application and possible
30. FAO also provides legal support to Member Statémprovement of the intellectual property system to protect
upon request in relation to matters which are within thieaditional knowledge. WIPO and UNESCO also convened
technical areas of the organization’s work. These includeur intergovernmental, regional consultations on the
legal issues, which are of particular importance tprotection of expressions of folklore. These consultations
indigenous peoples such as customary rights of accessdak place as follows: for Africa, March 1999; for Asiaand
and use of land, water, forestry and fishing resourcebe Pacific, April 1999; for the Arab region, May 1999;
Relevant indigenous issues are therefore incorporatedaind, for the Latin American and Caribbean region, June
FAO’'s legal analysis and reform processes. In thE999. Each of the four consultations adopted resolutions
Philippines, for example, the Rural Institutions andr recommendationswith proposals for future work in this
Participation Service, in collaboration with the Landield, either focused on expressions of folklore or
Tenure Service and the Legal Office, provided assistaneecompassing all traditional knowledge. The
to the Government of the Philippines under a technicebkcommendations are available from the International
cooperation programme togport activities for indigenous Bureau of WIPO. In cooperation with UNEP, WIPO is
groups in agrarian reform. The projedtowed for the carrying out an on-site project document on the role of
formulation of operational indigenous agrarian reforrmtellectual property rights in the sharing of benefits
community plans and the development of measures aadsing from the utilization of traditional knowledge,
guidelines to improve land tenure of indigenous culturahnovations and creativity and associated biological
communities in their ancestral land. resources.

o 33. Based on its exploratory work during the biennium
World Intellectual Property Organization 1998-1999, WIPO intends to continue its wadrker alia,

31. Underthe WIPO programme of activities relatingten traditional knowledge and expressions of folklore
indigenous peoples and local communities, a series of fagtring the biennium 2000-2001. Severalin programmes
finding missions is being undertaken on traditiondh the programme and budget for the biennium 2000-2001
knowledge, innovations and culture to study curreontained proposed activities relating to these issues,
approaches to, and future possibilities the protection including the main programme of the Global Issues
ofthe intellectual property rights of traditional knowledg®ivision. For example, the latter envisages a feasibility
holders, including indigenous peoples. WIPO has magtidy on the use of intellectual property law or practice to
nine fact-finding missions namely to the South Pacifi@rotect traditional knowledge, innovations and creativity;
South Asia, Southern and Eastern Africa, North Americ#)e organization of round tables such as those heldin 1998
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and 1999; the development and dissemination dfsadvantaged group in the project area. The project has
intellectual property training materials on the protectioheen designed so that the Khmer will benefit from the
of traditional knowledge, innovations and creativity; theocio-economic services under acommune action plan. An
study of customary law and regulatory systems that apggricultural diversification prject is also being designed
tothe protection of knowledge, innovations and creativiiy Viet Nam. This project safeguards the interests of ethnic
in local and traditional communities; the examination ahinorities through land allocation based on current land
alternatives for the development of standards for these and participatory land use planning; the voluntary
protection of folklore; and a project on the documagion, participation of ethnic minorities in a rubber plantation
conservation, sustainable use and beneficiptogramme based upon applications from farmers who
commercialization of folklore. The WIPO Academy willhave been residing in communes for a minimum of three
be developing a course on the intellectual property aspegears; the recruitment of ethnic minority extension staff;

of indigenous and traditional knowledge in 2000. and training of government officials in participatory
planning methodologies and cultural sensitivity. Inthe Lao
World Bank People’s Democratic Republic, the district upland

34. The World Bank has indicated that since its reviséjaevelopmgnta.ndconservaﬂonga:twll benefit farmers
n three pilot villages, all classified as below the poverty

. N i
policy became effective in 1991, more than 150 Bar”féveI.The projectgpports the development of sustainable

financed projects worldwide have been identified as o . o
upland livelihood programmes, taking specific

affecting indigenous peoples, many of which have”™ " . A ;
indigenous peoples development plans or strategies ?Or}wronmgntal .ar_1d ethr_nc characteristics into
ensuring that indigenous peoples receive caltyr con3|derat|o_n.;]Nng;]r.\l_the. Mlndanag Irural developﬂwenltd
oot benits, Wil he pas many f hoffOSETIe ) b Pppines ol asesement sl
investments were in the infrastructure and energysecto&sv | t plan for indi y F in th ect
today an increasing number are in the fields of education? elopment pian for indigenous peoples in the project.
health, community development, agriculture, natur@5. The World Bank also undertakes a growing amount
resources management and land tenure security. airesearch and sector work, which applies to indigenous
November 1998, the World Bank-financed Ecuadopeoples and other ethnic and minority groups. Recent
Indigenous Peoples and Afro-Ecuadorean Developmegsearch and sector work includes: (a) national profiles of
Project was launched. This is the first project to bi@digenous peoples in Bolivia, China, Guatemala,
prepared in a partnership between the World Bank,Honduras, Indonesia, Mexico, Viet Nam, and Peru; (b)
government ministry responsible for ethnic affairs ananalyses ofthe legal and institutional frameworks relating
indigenous organizations. Other indigenous peoplés indigenous peoples and other ethnic minorities in
development projects are being prepared in Peru, BoliB&ngladesh, China, India, Pakistan and the Philippines;
and Argentina. Through the Global Environment Facilityc) forestry sector reviews that included analyses of the
special “community protected areas” are being fundedtuation of indigenous peoples in Mexico, Papua New
combining indigenous territorial recognition with theGuinea and the Russian Federation; (d) poverty
conservation and management of biodiversity. Worlgssessments that analysed the social and economic
Bank-financed natural resources management programnsijation of indigenous peoples in Panama and Peru; and
which contain land regularization components foe) studies of the education of indigenous peoples in
indigenous peoples, are also under way or in preparatiBalivia, Guatemala, Mexico and Peru.

in Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras and Paraguay.

The indigenous lands project of the pilot pragmme to United Nations Development Programme

protect the Brazilian rain forest is specifically designed W UNDP has developed a projectidiad “Support to
addres; 'S.SUES I??f 'r:.d'ginous Ianld Edemzr(_:atlon ﬁtm: Preservation of Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge and the
protection in the Brazilian Amazon. In East Asia and thg, e ction of Indigenous Intellectual Property” to identify
Pacific a number O.f projects have be_en _de5|gned ‘hfoufﬁé strategies and means of promoting and protecting
the use of social assessment indigenous  peop fidigenous knowledge, intellectual and cultural property
development plans. These mclu_de t_he (_:oastal Wetl‘"_’mzfﬁd customary practices. At the global level, UNDP
protection and development project in _V'Et N‘_ﬂ"m’_Wh'Cgupports the Indigenous Knowledge Programme, an
Wlll_ber)e_fltdt_he Khmer WTO hdave Ibeen |den|t|f|ed '2 thénitiative ofthe Indigenous People’s Biodiversity Network.
project'sindigenous peoples developmentplanasthe mﬂ§tincepti0n was based on three aforementioned regional
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consultations with indigenous people’s organizations. Tharget group and tend to be concentrated on smallholdings
Programmeis an operational framework of global scale faith degraded productive bases. In these countries, WFP
the conservation and promotion ofindigenous knowledgeas adopted a special strategy to help indigenous peoples,
It has a modular structure with three maigechves: (a) whichtakesintoaccounttraditional working methods, full
the active participation by indigenous peoplegarticipation in designing and implementing of jeats
organizations in international processes and confereneexl the special relationship of indigenous peoples to their
of concern to indigenous people, such as the annuwaivironment. InIndia, WFP manages atribal development
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on BiologicHirough forestry programme to help to overcofoed
Diversity; (b) the promotion and conservation ofnsecurity in tribal communities by providing an income
indigenous knowledge through targeted capacity-buildingansfer to poor forestry workers through the provision of
and direct support for research jmats formdated and food rations and the generation of a village resource
implemented by indigenous peoples’ organizations (e.development fund.

documentation of customarylaws and traditional resource
rights); and (c) direct grants for indigenous peoples’ self-
help initiativesaimed at poverty reduction, human resourcdd-  TheInternational Fund for Agricultural Development

development and organization-building at the communif)?AD) has communicated on previous occasions with the
level. ffice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

indicating that the Fund’s target groups are the poorest of
United Nations Population Fund the world’s people, including small farmers, theal

landless, nomadic pastoralists, artisanal fisherfolk,
37. UNFPA has developed a two-pronged strategy jRgigenous people and poor rural women. The United

order to assist indigenous peoples. As part of its focus Rtions Volunteers (UNV) administration has provided
reproductive rights of the most vulnerable populatiophformation about a number of [jects sipporting
groups, UNFPA finances and executes projects in pogfgigenous peoples. In Guatemala it has been providing
areas, both rural and urban, with the aim of expanding tg|unteers, including indigenous professionals, to assist
community's access to basic social services, including the peace process and verification mission. In Peru,
education and reproductive health. UNFPA alsgny specialists are working on special projects wittive
implements a series of national and regionaligois  communities inthe Amazon region. In presentationstothe
targeted specifically towards indigenous peoples, {fter-agency consultations and the Working Group on
particular in Latin America and the Caribbean. Ifngigenous Populations, the Office of the United Nations
countries such as Bolivia, Ecuador, Panama and Pefijgh commissioner for Refugees has indicated that, under
projects focus on improving access of indigenous peoplgm 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees,
to primary health-care clinics and the quality of cargseeks to address indigenous peoples’ concerns during the
received at these clinics, including reproductivaltte three typical phases of refugee displacement by examining

These projects include training and couhisg the root causes of their displacement, their specific needs
components for health workers, aswellastheprovucuong@‘mng the period of displacement and the special
reproductive health equipment and contraceptives. Wharacteristics for a lasting solution.

addition, several projects promote literacy programmes and

information, education and communication campaigns

directed towards both indigenous and non-indigenou, Indigenous involvement
communities, including community leaders, policy makers,

social and health workers and the media. Regiongh The General Assembly, in its resolutions on the
activities included the reproductive health seminar fqpternational Decade, has underlined the importance of
indigenous women heldin Pucallpa, Peru, in June of 1998,,jtation and cooperation with indigenous people in

as well as support f_or a series of socio-demographic StUdLﬁénning and implementing the programmes of activities,
in the Andean region. which is reflected in the theme of the Decade “Indigenous
people: partnership in action”.

Other United Nations organizations

World Food Programme

38. WHFP has stated that it is working extensively with  Office of the United Nations High
indigenous communities in Latin America since they =~ Commissioner for Human Rights
represent some of the poorest sections of the Programme’s

10
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41. Within the Office of the High Commissioner,recommendations madeinthe programme of activities for
indigenous people are actively participating in numerotiBe Decade (resolution 50/157, annex, paras. 15 and 23).

human rights meetings in accordance with three differeps 110 General Assembly has identified, as an objective
procedure;. I.ndigenous orga_nizations may parti_cip_ate(gp the Decade, that consideration be given to the
the Commission on Human Rights and Subcommission @@, jishment ofa permanent forum for indigenous people
the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and gll e United Nations system. Since this recommendation
other human rights meetings governed by the rules of tig 5 3 e at the World Conference on Human Rights, two
Economic and Social Council if they enjoy consultativgvorkshops have been held, one in Copenhagen, in June
status with the Council. Fifteen indigenous organizatiorlsg%, and the other in Santiago, in June/July 1997, and a
have consultative status with the Council. Under g meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the
procedure established by the Commission on Human Rigt§ mission was held in Geneva in February 1999. The
initsresolution 1995/32,indigenousorganizationswishir@ommission' in its resolution 1999/52, decided to re-

to take part in the sessions of the ad hoc working grougs;aplish the Ad Hoc Working Group with a view to
onthedraft declaration and the permanent United Natio@émpleting its task and putting forward one or more
forum on indigenous people must make arequest throug, o515 on the establishment of a permanent forum for
the Office of the High Commissioner and, following.,gjqeration by the Commission. The Working Group on
consultations with the Government or Governmentge nermanent forum will meet in Geneva from 14 to 23
concerned, the NGO @unittee decides whether t0pgp 5y 2000. The chairman-rapporteur of the Working
approve the participation of the organization. To date, 1j€9roup noted that the proposed establishment of a forum,
organizations have been approved. Participation in i ich would have a broad mandate, was widely accepted.
annual sessions of the Working Group on Indigenoysg, jqentified a number of aspects which he felt required
Populations is open &l indigenous organizations withouty . er reflection. These included the proposals that the
restriction, a procedure that may account in part for tm‘:ermanent forum would serve as an advisory body to the
verylarge number ofindigenous people attending. In ordghjtaq Nations system, promote internal coordination
to ensure geographical and cultural balance, the Office\giih i the United Nations on indigenous issues and act as
the High Commissioner, when organizing expert Seminaig ¢oa| noint for matters concerning indigenous peoples

has, in practice, invited the participation of indigenougy, 4 that it should be chosen on the basis of equitable
organizations with consultativeasus or approved through distribution (E/CN.4/1999/83, annex I).

the special procedure established by Commission on

Human Rights resolution 1995/32, as well as indigeno@¢- The High Commissioner for Human Rights has
organizations without any such special status if the@stablished an advisorygroup for the International Decade
expertise was considered relevant. In practice, one of tf@mposed of five indigenous persons, the chairperson-
officers of the expert seminar is elected from thEapporteur of the Working Group on Indigenous
indigenous experts present. The treaty bodies have aR@Pulations and an expert on technical cooperation. The
received witten and oral information from indigenous@dvisory group meets two times a year and makes

organizations without formal United Nations status. ~Feécommendations on priorities for funding from the
Voluntary Fund. In addition to this formal mechanism for

42. The Office of the High Commissioner has madg|icy njanning, the High Commissioner meets regularly
efforts to involve indigenous people in the planning angi, jndigenous representatives. The IndigenougeRto
dev_elopment_ ofitsown activities, in particular through thgg 5 ) estaplished by the High Commissioner to coordinate
advisory bodies for the two voluntary funds. The Boafd %digenous issuesin her officeisin permanent contact with
Trustees ofthch_JIun_taryFund for Indigenous POpu_lat'O%%me 500indigenous organizations, meets with indigenous
1S c_o_mposed of f_|ve indigenous persons serving in theﬂlrelegationsthroug:]houttheyear and undertakes numerous
individual capacity, and the Board of Trustees, togeth?ﬁissions to indigenous communities to meet with
with the chairperson of the Working Group on Indigeno%presentatives and communities.
Populations and an expert on technical cooperation,
constitute the advisory group established by the
Coordinator of the Decade to make recommendations on
activities to be supported by the Voluntary Fund for th#5. WIPO works as far as possible with international
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous PeoplérganizationdNGOs and othersto disseminate imfi@tion
The latter advisory group was set up in line with tht0 indigenous peoples on its activities, in particular those
which directly concern them. WIPO attempts to involve

Other United Nations organizations

11
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representatives ofindigenous peoples as closely as possitiiegramme on Substance Abuse and includes indigenous
in the design and implementation of those activities. Fpersons in its teams. UNDP has set up a focal team under
example, the round table on intellectual property ants civil society organizations and participation
indigenous peoples, held in July 1998, was planned aptbgramme. The WIPO Global Intellectual Property Issues
developed in close coordination with indigenouBivision serves as the focal point on indigenous issues in
representatives. The programmes for the fact-findirtge organization. At UNFPA headquarters, assistance to
missions conducted by WIPO on traditional knowledgendigenous peoples is channelled through the NGO/civil
innovations and culture were developed in consultati@ociety theme group, of the Technical and Policy Division.
inter aliawith indigenous people. WIPO has been able tim addition, the division for Latin America and the
fund the participation of indigenous persons in certain &aribbean has appointed a focal point for indigenous
its activities. For example, WIPO facilitated thepeoples. In the field, UNFPA's regional country support
participation of approximately 50 indigenous persons iteams include socio-cultural advisors who ensure that
the round table on intellectual property and indigenoysogrammes are developed and implemented taking into
peoples, held in July 1998. Similarly, WIPO hopes to beccount the perspective of indigenous peoples and other
able to fund the participation of a number of indigenousinorities. There are also focal points for indigenous
persons in the round table on intellectual property amkoples in several of UNFPA's offices in Latin America.
traditional knowledge, scheduled for 1 and 2 Novembeéiinally, FAO, through its Women and Population Division
1999. of the Sustainable Development Department, provides

46. UNFPA provided support for the participation Olaechnicallbackstopping in thg area of socio-cultural
representatives of indigenous peoples in the developméﬁ’f(':""‘rc,h n populaﬂon ISSUES, including rggearch on the
of the Programme of Action of the Internationapc’pm"’ltlon aspects of indigenous communities.
Conference on Population and Development. In additiod9. At the World Bank, the working group created to
UNFPA’'s programme and pject development is a revise its current policy and the cultural diversity and
decentalized and consultative process involving nationahdigenous peoples thematic team serves as a focal point.
counterparts, associations and individuals, includinbhe Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) set up its
representatives of indigenous peoples whenever possibtedigenous Peoples and Community Development Unitin

47. A number of United Nations organizations ha\/‘15994andtheAsian Development Bank (ADB) has recently

stated that their consultations with indigenous peopl pointed staff to work_full-tlme on mdlgeno_us_lssues.
occur at the national level and through specificigmo . ESCO has an appqmted focal pomt_for |nd|_gen0_us
development. This is the case for UNDP, ILO and WF'g;j_sues_anq the secretarlat_ofthe Convention on Biological
The World Bank, UNDP and WHO are currently holdin |ver§|ty m_cluded an mc_hge_nous person on 'T[S staff t_o
consultations with indigenous people at the internation f?or_dlnat_e its work with indigenous organizations until
regional and national levels in order to further develo‘f)arller this year.
policy guidelines and strategies. 50. The General Assembly, in resolution 50/157,
requested the Coordinator of the Decade to establish, as a
] ) ] matter of urgency, an adequately staffed and resourced
D. Focal points and special units indigenous people’s unit. In the same resolution,
Governments were requested to second qualified
48. In its resolution 50/157 of 21ddember 1995, theindigenous persons to assist in the administration of the
General Assembly recommended that Unitedtibhs Decade. In 1996, the Government of Norway provided
organizations and specialized agencies establish fofiahncial support for the recruitment of a Saami expert for
points for indigenous issues where appropriate (resolutithree years. He concluded his work in April 1999. In 1998,
50/157, annex, para. 30). The informatieceived from the Government of France provided funds for a French
United Nations organizations confirms that, in certaiexpert to develop educational and cultural aspects of the
cases, focal points, persons or units have been createBdéoade, and in January 1999, the Government of the
coordinate indigenous matters. Since 1996, ILO has a tviketherlands provided an associate expert to coordinate the
person team of indigenous persons financed by DANIDAdigenous Fellowship Programme and assist with other
WHO recently established a focal unit for indigenouadigenous mandates. In 1998, under the restructuring
peoples with three staff working part time on indigenowxercise of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
issues and two consultants as well as staff attached tcRights, an indigenous project team was established to

12
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coordinate indigenous issues, which, at present, has a st&firking Groupon 53 22 22 50 62

of three. Indigenous
Populations
Working Group on - 4 5 12 14
E. Vol Fund d oth the draft
. Voluntary Funds and other sources declaration
of flnancmg Working Group on - - - 14 Recommendations
the permanent on travel grants to
. . . . forum attend this Working
Office .of f[he United Natlons. High Group will be
Commissioner for Human Rights adopted by the
- . . . Board of Trustees
51. Wlthl_n the Office of the ngh Cc_Jmm|§S|oner for in October 1999
Human Rights, two funds provide financial supporfotal number of 53 26 27 76 76 (plus travel
exclusivelytoindigenous people or for indigenous-relatachvel grants grants to be
projects and programmes: the United Nations Voluntaf§commended recommended in
: ; October 1999 for
Fund for Indigenous Populations and the Voluntary Fund the Working Group
for the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous on the permanent

People. The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenoyg e —

Populations was established pursuant to Gerdessgmbly

resolution 40/131 of 13 &ember 1985 to assist 22. The Chairperson ofthe Board of Trustees, Ms. Tauli-
representatives of indigenous communities arfeéorpuz, addressed the Commission on Human Rights on
organizations to participate in the deliberations of tH& April 1999 and appealed toregular and potential donors
Working Group on |ndigenous Popu|ations of th@ contribute to the Fund. In her statement she mentioned
Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Hum#at the Fund would need an additional amount of at least
Rights by providing them with financial assistance fundd¢S$ 500,000 to meet the increasing requests from
by means of voluntary contributions from Governmentildigenous populations. The Genekakembly, in various
NGOs and other private or publictéies. The General resolutions, has encouraged Governments to support the
Assembly, in 1995 and 1998, broadened the mandate of#f€ade by contributing to the two Voluntary Funds.

Fund by deciding that the Fund should also be used to

assist representatives of indigenous communities and Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of
organizations to participate in the deliberations of the the World's Indigenous People

Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights ofl3 - The Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of
the draft United Nations declaration on the rights @he world's Indigenous People was established by General
indigenous peoples and to assist representatives AQkembly resolutions 48/163, of 18 Februta94, 49/214,
indigenous communities and organizations to participgieog Decembel994, and 50/157, of 29 February 1996,
in the deliberations of the Ad Hoc Working Group of thg, provide financial assistance to indigenousexts and
Commissiqn on Human Rights on the permanent foru ogrammes during the Decade. In accordance with
The following table shows the amount of travel granis;ragraph 23 of resolution 50/157, an Advisory Group was
allocated by the Fund from 1995 to 1999torepresentatl\éﬂsqabnshed’ including indigenous people, to assist the
ofindigenous organizations and comriiigs to participate coordinator of the Fund. The Advisory Group is composed
in the three Working Groups, in accordance with thg the members of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary
mandate of the Fund. As shown, there is a substaniighq for Indigenous Populations and the Chairperson-
increase in the number of travel grants recommended SIRGHporteur of the Working Group on Indigenous
the beginning of the Decade. Populations, as well as a United Nations expert, specialized
in project management, appointed by the Unitedidhs
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous  High Commissioner for Human Rights. In its first year of

Populations grants given between 1995 activity in 1997, the Advisory Group recommended and
and 1999 approved 10 grants for projects developed by indigenous
organizations and communities. 998, the Advisory
Working croup 1095 1996 1997 1998 1999 Group recommended that grants be awarded to 13 projects.

The following two examples illustrate the kind of je@s
financed through the Fund. The first is a project in Kenya,

13
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which aims to assist an indigenous organization to buiggbvernmental and non-governntahorganizationstoplan

up its organizational structure and train staffin legal langhd manage development programmes. In the Latin
rights and other human rights. The final objective is tAmerican and Caribbean region the resources of the Fund
strengthen and sustain participation ofindigenous Maageive been used tofinance anumber of grants toindigenous
intoameaningful development process. The second projecganizations for the purpose of improving their

is in Guatemala. The grant contributes to the publicatiatevelopment planning and implementation capacity. The
ofachildren’s newspaper, which transmits and strengthewerld Bank expects, in the future, to use the resources of
theindigenous Maya identityamong the young generatitile Fund to improve its outreach to indigenous
through an illustrative and pictographic approach to thigganizations in other regions.

Maya cosmology. In addition to these s, several

workshops and programmes have been financed with  United Nations Development Programme

money from the Fund: in 1997 the Advisory Grou
recommended and approved a grant for the organizatil%ra'ig
of a seminar by the Government of Bolivia and a grant f
a joint project with UNESCO. 11998 a workshop on
indigenous media was organized in Madrid.

Many projectsigported by UNDP that incorporate
enous people fall under the category of small grants
rogrammes. Several of these programmes are global in
scope. The grants tend to be of smaller amounts ranging
from $5,000 to $100,000. These programmes, such as the
54. At the inter-sessional meeting of members of th®lobal Environment Facility, the Small Grants Paogme
Advisory Group, in Decembé&i998 ,$30,000 was aailable and the Partners in Development Programme, are aimed
inthe Fund. The Advisory Group recommended that, wheo promote consensus-building and participatory decision-
allocating available funds and new contributions, prioritshaking processes. They are designed and implemented in
be given to the Indigenous Fellowship Programme far decentalized manner; and participatory management
1999, the Costa Rica workshop on higher education astfuctures are an integral component of these kinds of
the drafting of the United Nations Guide for Indigenougitiatives. The Partners in Development Programme has
Peoples. In April, the Advisory Group recommended negeveral projects that are specifiy focused on indigenous
expenditure priorities as an insufficient amount of neweople. Guatemala, Nicaragua and the Philippines have
contributions were received, and that new atigs, explicitly dedicated their Partners in Development
scheduled to be implemented in 1999, within thProgramme country programmes to the support of
framework of the Decade, be postponed until furthéndigenous people, while others, such as Bolivia, the Lao
pledges are made and new contributions are paid. The H@gtiople’'s Democratic Republic, Nepal and Bhutan provide
Commissioner has sent an urgent letter of appeal to donirdirect support. The programme provides direct grants for
for additional contributions to the Fund. A chart withprojects formiated byindigenous peoples’ organizations.
contributions received from 1 Janud8p6 to 2 September
1999 is contained in the annex to the present report. United Nations Population Fund

58. UNFPA statesthat, apart from the regular resources
World Bank . N !

dedicated to indigenous peoples through its country and
55. The World Bank has referred to the Small Grantggional programmes, the orgaation received $Billion
Programme which was established®83toprovideaway from the United Nations Fund for International
for the World Bank to promote dialogue and disseminatidPartnerships for the implementation of ajpooin Bolivia.
of information about international developmentin forum$he project, to run froni998 to 2002, focuses on bi-
and activities taking place outside the World Bank. Ifiteracy among Quechua-speaking women in the
1992, as part of its participation in the International Yeatepartments of Potosia and Chuquisaca, applying
of the World’s Indigenous People, the Small Grantsproductive health and gender concepts. UNFPA's budget
Programme aomitted itselftoapporting smallinitiatives coding system was recently revised to better reflect how
on development-related issues proposed by and of intergshder concerns and vulnerable population groups are
to indigenous organizations, especially in developingddressed in the Fund’'s programmes. The tracking of
countries. It has since sponsored several activities of thissources and activities to indigenous people/religious or
type, many of them proposed and executed by indigenasthier minorities is made possible by the new classification
organizations. of project components/actties.

56. The World Bank also maintains an Institutional
Development Fund to strengthen the capacity of
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Notes

! The notion “intellectual property” is defined in the WIPO
Convention to include rights relating to literary, artistic and
scientific works; performances of performing artists, sound
recordings, and broadcasts; inventions in all fields of human
endeavour; scientific discoveries; industrial designs;
trademarks, service marks and commercial names and
designations; protection against unfair competition; and all
other rights resulting from intellectual activity in the
industrial, scientific, literary or artistic fields. WIPO’s main
activities include: facilitating the conclusion of new
international treaties and the modernization of national
legislation; administration of more than 20 international
treaties in the fields of copyright, related rights, patents,
industrial designs and marks; providing technical advice
and assistance to developing countries as part of an
extensive development cooperation programme; the
assembly and assimilation of information and advice to a
diverse range of parties; and the maintenance of services for
facilitating the obtaining of protection of inventions, marks
and industrial designs for which protection in several
countries is desired.

N

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights received three communications, from the
secretariat for the Framework Convention on Climate
Change (FCCC), the World Meteorological Organization
and the United Nations University, stating that they had no
information for inclusion in the present report.

w

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (entry into force: 1994) and the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, jointly administered by UNEP
and WMO, are especially important to indigenous peoples
living in the arctic region and affected by global warming. In
this respect, it may be useful to mention the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES), the Convention to Combat
Desertification, the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Disposal, the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals (the Bonn Convention), the
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat (RAMSAR), the Union for
the Protection of New Varieties of Plant (UPOV)
Convention, the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic
Resources, the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests and the
Agreement on the Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights, in particular article 27.3 (b) whose
provisions affect, sometimes directly, indigenous peoples.
Indigenous peoples also have an ongoing interest in
emerging international law which is likely to have an impact
on their communities such as the review of the above-
mentioned TRIPs article or the global treaty currently being
negotiated on Persistent Organic Pollutants.
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Annex

Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World’s

Indigenous People

Table 1

Contributions received from 1 January 1996 to 4 October 1999

Amount

Squnty iin United States doIIarsi Paid on
Australia 31920 14.05.1996
Canada 11 095 23.01.1996
10 799 04.03.1997
10 426 09.12.1997
10 193 29.06.1999
Cyprus 1485 15.04.1997
1 000 12.05.1998
Denmark 168 186 07.01.1997
146 886 12.12.1997
141 456 24.06.1999
Estonia 1000 21.09.1998
Fiji 3000 09.01.1997
Francé 83 472 26.01.1998
Greece 3000 09.05.1996
3000 03.06.1997
3000 14.04.1998
3000 15.04.1999
Japan 50 000 30.04.1996
50 000 31.03.1997
50 000 19.03.1998
37 000 29.01.1999
Norway 68 552 30.12.1997
63 906 23.12.1998
New Zealand 16 680 22.04.1996
6779 16.07.1996
13 232 09.11.1998
10 531 21.05.1999
10 867 02.09.1999
Saudi Arabia 10 000 22.07.1999
Sweden 61 633 14.08.1997
Subtotal 1082098
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Amount
NGOs and individuals (in United States dollars) Paid on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 7976 15.05.1996
Commission 7 408 02.07.1997
5839 26.06.1998
6 530 09.07.1999
Alliance of Taiwan Indigenous Culture 300 22.1997
Intuition Music, Inc., division of Sguoia 1725 Various contributions from
Records 1996-1999
E. Stamatopoulou 800 05.01.1996
Subtotal 30578
Total 1112 676

@ Based on official receipts available at the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

® This contribution is earmarked to pay fees for an expert. In addition, Norway has contributed
funding for a consultant for three years during the first part of the Decade and the Netherlands
has recently contributed a junior professional officer for two years.

¢ Contribution still not duly registered.

Table 2

Outstanding pledges as at 4 October 1999

Amount
Countr* in United States dollars Pledﬁed on
Bolivia 1000 4-5.11.1998
Tunisia 951 4-5.11.1998

wg
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