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REVIEW OF THE IMPINIIE}]TATION OF THE DECLARATION

OI,I THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATTOI\IAT, SNCUR]TY

Letter dated June 1981 fxom the Permanent
ftalv to the ed. Nations addressed to the

ITn^n ihnt.l.rrnl-r'ons frnn n'r q rthnrj+ jos ' heve the honour to draw your attention
uleL, f LLruf uv v

to the attached declaration of tbe covernrnent of the Fepublic of ftaly vith respect
r^ +ha na|fTet.ifv .f I44tta- issued on l5 Ma]r 1981 and provided for by the "Exchange
of notes constituting an agreement between Italy and l4alta on tbe neutrality of
Malta, with an attached Protocof on financial, economic and. technical assistancerr

signei in val-1etta and Fome on 15 Septerrber 1980 and entered into force upon the
exchange of instrum€nts of ratification r"'hi ch tcok place in Forae on B llay 1981'

This alreement vas filed for registration raith the United. l{aticns Secretariat
according to Article tO2, paragrs.ph 1, of the United Nations Charter by joint
request of lta1y and l.{al-ta on 25 June 19U1.

In this regard, I have the honour to request that the attached d'eclaration
be circulated as a General Assembly docrment under item 58 of the prel-ininary list'
I also have the honour to draw your special attention to paxagraph 3 of the attached

declaration, which reads as foll-ows:

',3. Invites all other States to recognize and respect the sovereignty '
independence" neuirality' unity and terri':orial integrity of the Republic
of l,t"atta, to act in conturnity- therelrith in all respects, anc to refrain from

taking any a.c+'ion which is inccr,patibie 'elith those principles;"'

ve of

(signea) Umberto LA RoCCA
Anxbassador
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A.NNEX

DECLARATION

BY TliE GOVERI'll'iI';llT OF THE IIEPIIBLIC

OF I'II,LY
WITH NESPECT TO THE

NEiJTRA LITY OF I4ALTA

Tl)c Govcrnnent of the Republic of Italy

WeJ.eonin3 r.Iith satisfactj.on the Declaration
wh.rcby the Republic of lqfl]ta has madc known that, in
tho cxurcise of its sover','ignty, it has assuned a stafus
of neutrr.Irityi

Takintl note cf that Declaration which, witlr
thi collcurrsnc' of thc Goverrunent of thc Rcpublic of ii::lta,
ic i naannn-:r;..; ir: t.L,.. nY.,1.:l)n1t DG.lAretiOn:s 2n 'nteSl'aflrv-;!Lr' rrr vrru lrr
r'., .r^* th'. y.;"nr' :rrrrl t-h* teXt of uhich is as f ollows i

n The Covct'nmcnt of thc Fenublic of ilal"ta

" Iraithful to chc dccision of the People of the

Rr,public o1' trlalta to u.liminate alI foreign nilitary
b{sds nfler M3.rch Jl, 1979, and to contrlbute to peace

rnd !rtabilj.ty in thc l.lcd j.terrancan region by changing

thcir countrvr s unnatural role of a military fortress
inbo a cenire of peace and a bridge of friendship
b('t\.rcen bhe Peoples of Europe and of I'lorth Afric3;
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" Ccnscious of re spc-cia1 corlLribubion the
Republ-ic of i.1alta can Fake tow?-t ds that end by
assumin6 i: status of n3utlality strictfy founded on
bhe pri nc i p)-es of non-aLignrnentl

" Avrare of the support vrhich ncighbouring European
and Arab I{cditerranc.an states will give to lrlalta rs
nel^r rol-e e.nd to such a status of ncutJ"ality;

rr l. Sol-emnly declares that thd Repubtic of
Iialta is a neutral state actively nursuing peace,
securily and soci:-1 prog:r.ss atrong aIl nations by
adhering to l policy of non-ali6nr.!.nt p.nh rc_r-using
tc participa:e in 1ry nilita.:.y .:11irncc;

" ?. Af lirns tha[ such a st:1tus r,rilI, in
ilr!icula_r-, ilrrpl y th:.t:

(a) no fcreign nilitary b:i:,_. r.ril] be ptjrntrf,ed
on :laltcse tcri"it.orl./;

(b) no rnilitary facilitiss ir, i,lr.Lta !rill bL.
e]lolrcd to be used by any foreigtr for.crs cxcept
at the request of the oovcrnneni of l"lalta, ar)d
cnly in tho foLlovrint circurnstanccs:

(i) in the exercise of the inherent
right of self-defence in the evcltt of any
armed violation of the area ovsr which the
Fcpublic of Malta has sovcreignty, or in
pursuance of neasurcs or actions decided by
thi, Security Counc j.1 of the Urrit".d Nations;
ot'



^/36/3\8hglish
Aanex
Page 3

(ii) ',rl-lelic'vil tllcr"L. exi.sts a tillLst to
the r;ovrr.rignty, i.ndepr.-rrdencc, neutre:).it,y, unity
^F 

tr-FFif 
^Fi.l 

ih+.--nFit r' ^f f h3 nr.'rrhl in a'l.

lla I ta;

but the Govcrnrnent of l.'ls.]ta will immcdiatcly
inforn lhe neighbouring Mcditcrranean States which
have inade like Declar.itions r,relconinE the present
dF.l.r.: i'ir.ln an.l r:irrirre a^^rnnFirf r rrndr'Ft,1l{inrrc .ifvPr rc.we qr.svr w(.r\4.rEv v.

thii st,!ns t^L-on 'rnd':r' thi < n>n:r=r'enh.

f c ) .? x c .- rr t ;r s :. f c,r,. q a i .i n. ^th-- f."eltliiic.s
in ili!1ta (.ri11 be al-IovJed to bo uscd ir: such nenner
cr '-.:tEcrlt as r";i11 amounb tc Che p:.esence in i''l:rli3
of a cor.cc-ntration of foreir:n fo,r.ccsg

(ci) .>:ccnt alr, a.forcsaid, no forgii;n ;1i1it"ry
persor:n!L 1,ri11 bo &If olr(r d on l.131tesu rf rri.iory,
ot.h,_r f.h,.'r ni l i try'rr nr--qnrnr,r ,1+'rf.-'ni L- nfl/9r r \,..'.'!r1{-, v!

:lSS:j,tir,r in thi, ,)r,rf^hh.,n^ \ ^. ^.r!'i: ,.....,1'S Or

act:\'iLics! anci ot,hL-r thr.u a r.3irs.)n?bLL. ntinbcr cf
ni l i t;.r".' l.^chr,i.a'l nFarrc.rnn,il resi.r'i-i11.- in thc defence
of t)rc ilcpublic of lialtai

(c) the shipyards of the p!.tubIic of llalte-
ltj-]l bc used fcr civil cormercial Furposcs, but ma-y

also bc used, i\'ithin reasonable lirnils of ti:)e and
quantib)r, for the repair of military vcssofs which
hevc bL.en put in a slate of non-combat cr for the
construction of vessels; and in accot'dirncc r,rith thc
DrincipL€s of non-alignnenb the ssid shilryards nitr1
bu' C.'niecl bo thd rnilite.rv vessels .--f thc two
SUIr cltDol\l.rr S ;
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u J. Expresses its hope' that, with the concurrcllce
of the Covernment of the Rcpublic of i'h-lta' nej.Shbouring

Medit€rrancan States wi]l mal(e like declarations
welcomin65 the frresent one and giving such underbakings

as nay be appropriate. The Government of the Repr'rbIic

of Malga wilL inform each of such Stages of the
deelars.tions nade by othcr States.rl

1. Solennly declarcs ihat it recognises alld

wiL). respect the so\:cl'€ignty, independence, neutrslitX,
unity and Lerritorial integrity of the Republi.c of i]alta,
and wilI act in confcrrnity thcrewibh in ?I1 reslects;

2. Undertakes, in particula:':

(a.) nct 
"': 

iakc arrli actic)l :ihats'ev,''r l'iilicll
could ii.l any rrsy, directly or indi:'ect11,', rniLnl;;r
tlls soverci$nti, inicijc:.d.'ncc, n.ut:'..lity' .il,ity i r'

terrj-torial int!'i;rity .rf thc Republic .i :i:,1ta;

(b) nct tc t3.ke any action lvha!s levc!" h'hici:
could in any vJ:tJ, dir\rcily or in(lir€ctIJ. cnCanicr
peace and slcur j ty in Lh.. liepublic ol i"l:+Ita.;

(c) not t:. tal":.= iny ltert in r-ny act c! suci)

na.iure i

(o) nct to induce tl.rc' Republic af i.:alta tc enter
into I r*iliEary rillianco, or io sign an aEreemcnt cf
this kind, or Lcr accept thL: protcclicn of a nilitary
alLiance;

t. Invitcs a1I othct'
respect the sovcreiEnty, i ndcp.'lrdenc e, neutrality' unity
And tcrritnrisl intcr:rity of thL" ReFubli.c of it:.lta. to
act in conformity thcrewith in slL respccts, 3nd to rc

anr,' xcticn which is inconnaiible l.ri;h t
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4. Undcrtakcs to consult, at the rcquest of
the Covernrnent of the licpublj.c of i.l&lua or of the
Gor.r,:r'r:neni of a nej-ghbourinr; l,leCitcrrAnuAn State rxakinij
a likc Declaration as thc presoni; c:rc, with the Gcvcrnncnt
of th€ Republic of l.lalLa and of tbe cbhar Sl.rtcs aforesaid
whencver one of them declares that thcre cxists a thrcat
of violation cr a vio13tion of the sovcreignty, indcpcndence,
neutre lity, unity and territoriel inbr-.1;ri.ty of the Ilepublic
of Malta;

5.1. Vlithcut prcjudicc to Lhe application of
Article J5 of tbe Charter of the Uni!.d Na-tions, unde:-takcs
thet, on the ))appenj.ng of an:/ of th. L.vcnts mcnlj.oned in
n,'rr.r:'rar)h 2(h) cf thr. 1.1r1i..-.s.a '),a^1.rr.'ii,an thL' situP.Li.;:-l
will be broullhf tc thu attcnti()n of, or rcir,rrred tc,
tltc Sr:qqpj11' Council;

').?, It fllr.thin u:)durit:.:- s Lhlt, xt tha requcst
cf lhe Ri.,public of i,,ialtr: ..nd 1ft.r :.nsultinE th.
aforenenticncd St3tes, it r.;i11, in ::n;i cf tl:c e vents 'anC

undcr thc. ccnditions cf thL' i,riciitllL- para.Gr.:ph 4 of
Lhc Itiilian Dccl-araiion, oi" shaitld '.:ir.- n.;eci tt"ise fca
thc cxcrcisc cr' thc righi r;.f scli-icfcncu in bhc
circumstxnccs oct out in /,rtic].; 5i .:l the CharEer of
the UniUcd I'lations, adcpt any cbher r:€a.surc, not excludin6
military assistance, ii uill consider r'rccessitry to neet
the situr.ticr) i

6. Reserves the ri6ht, if it considcrs that changes
have taken place whi.ch alter substantip.Ily the neutrality of
the Rcpublic of l"lalta as cnvis:Gcd in the Decl-aration of the
Government of Ehe Republic of I'l:rlts r.clloduced above, to
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rcquesti blra-,- ccr,suLtations t3l(e pl.ace bett\'.ell it a:rC the

Sov,:rnme rits of t !-Ie- Ropubl ic oi I{i.Ile and cf cther
h^i,:hh,:',"in- r,rr':rli f-,,Y.-anuan Stiitcs makinS a l-iker.JL ' '! 

gr v\'. .

declaration as tlre lresent, and if, follol'Iing sucl)

consultations, it considers lhat the rnaintenance cl the

ncutraLit)' of l,lalba is ncE ensurcd, it nay decide to
cease to be bound by the prcsent Decl-aration. Any 5u"n

decisicn rvill be conmunicated to the Republic of Malta

and other intercs teC Stabes.


