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LETTFR DATED 24 APRIL 1982 FROM THER PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
ARGLNTINA TO THE UNITEDR WATTCNS ADDRESSTD TO THE PRESIDENT OF
THE SLCURITY COUNCIL

On exnress instructions {rom sy Government, T have the honour to inform the
Security Council that, on 23 fnril 1982, the Svice Imbassy in Buenos Aires delivered
to the Argentine Covernment the followings communication from the hited Kingdom
Government :

"In announcing the establishment of a wmaritime exelusion zone around the
¥alvinas Islands, Her Majesty's Government made it clear that this measure
was without nrejudice to the right of the United Kingsdom to take whatever
additional measures may be needed in the exercise of its right of selfwdefence
under Article 51 of the United Mations Chiarter. In this connection, Her
Uajesty 's Government now wishes to make c¢lear that any aprrooch on the part
of Argentine warships, including submarines, naval auxiliaries, or military
aircraft which could amount to a threat to interfere with the migsion of the
RBritish forces in the BSouth Atlantie, will encounter the appropriate response.
A1l Argentine aircraft including civil aircraft engaging in surveillance of
these British Torces will be regarded as hostile and are liable to tbe dealt
with accordingly.”

The Argentine Government, in note Ho. 49/02/40h {8/14951) dated
% Lpril 1962, informed the Security Council that the United Kingdom had egtahlished
7 blockade zone around the dalvinas Islands within vwhich any Arcentine warships and
naval auxiliaries would be treated as hostile and be liable to be attacked hv
Pritish forces.

The statement revroduced above domonstrates that the United Finpdom is not
confining its threat of aggression to a specific zone, but is extendins its warlike

activities to the fouth Atlantic. even against Argentine civil aireraft, in
violation of the express nrovisions of a number of international instruments.

If to these specific declarations zre added the statements by Mr, Mottt
the Unhited Fingdom “inister of Defence (bo the effect that his country would not
hegitate to shoot first) and the statements made to the British Parliament on
21 Aoril 1982 by Mr. Pym, the Secretary of State for Toreign Affairs,(in which he
stressed that the British Covernment wag not ruling cut the vossibility of using
force even while nepotiations were under way), then it is clear that the United
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