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LETTER DATED 20 APRIL 1982 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
To THE'UNITBD NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

I have the honour, with referenceto the letters dated 14 April from the 
Permanent Representatives of Panama (S/14978) and Venezuela (S/14979) and the 
letter dated 16 April from the Permanent Representative of Argentina (S/14984), to 
state the following. 

The position of the United Kingdom had been explained in Mr. Whyte's letters 
of 9 and 11 April (S/14963 and S/14964) and my letter of 13 April (S/14973). The 
salient facts are as follows. 

(a) Argentina used armed force in an effort to settle separate territorial 
disputes with the United Kingdom over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the 
South Sandwich Islands, despite a call from the Security Council on 1 April to 
refrain from the use of force. Argentina's use of armed force against the Falkland 
Islands on 2 April, against South Georgia on 4 April and against the South Sandwich 
Islands violated paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 2 of the Charter of the united 
Nations - the fundamental principles of peaceful settlement of disputes and non-use 
of force. 

(b) The Security Council characterised Argentina's action as an "invasion" 
and determined that a breach of the peace existed in the region of the Falkland 
Islands. In the same resolution 502 (1982), the Security Council demanded the 
immediate withdrawal of all Argentine forces from the Falkland Islands. 

(c) Argentina has not withdrawn its armed forces from the Falkland Islands 
and, on the contrary, has increased their numbers very considerably. Argentina has 
also purported to install an Argentine administration. 

(d) Ihe people of the Falkland Islands are a permanent population, the 
majority of them being able to trace their ancestry on the Islands back to 1850. 
In free and fair elections, they have chosen to maintain a British administration 
in which they have been able to take part through elected representatives. The 
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people speak English and have their own, British-style culture. They are not 
Argentine and have expressed the wish not to be subjected to alien domination. The 
people have a right to self-determination as guaranteed by the Charter of the 
United Nations, as well as by article 1 of the Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which the United Kingdom ratified on behalf of the Falkland Islands. 

In the light of the foregoing, the United Kingdom will continue to take 
whatever measures may be needed in exercise of its inherent right of self-defence 
in the face of Argentina's unlawful invasion of British territory and serious 
violations of the rights of the people of the Falkland Islands (who are practically 
all of British nationality). 

As regards the reference in the letter from the Permanent Representative of 
Argentina to the Internationel Civil Aviation Organization, I have the honour to 
inform you that the true position is as follows. On the morning of 2 April, as the 
Argentine invasion of Port Stanley was beginning, the Governor of the Falkland 
Islands declared a state of emergency. Cm 8 April, the United Kingdom 
representative on the Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization made 
the following notification: 

"I am directed by Her Majesty's Government to notify the Council of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, in accordance with article 89 of 
the Convention on International Civil Aviation signed at Chicago on 
7 oecember 1944, that on Friday, 2 April 1982 , a state of emergency was 
declared with regard to the Falkland Islands." 

As will be apparent, the formal notification to the Council of ICAO under 
article I39 had nothing whatsoever to do with the notification of a maritime 
exclusion zone, which formed the subject of paragraph 3 of Mr. Whyte's letter of 
9 April (S/14963). 

I should be grateful if you would arrange for this letter to be circulated as 
a document of the Security Council. 

(Signed) A. D. PARSONS 


