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|. Introduction meetings of the United Nations system are held to follow
up on the implementation of the decisions taken. Meetings

1. On7December998, the General Assembly adopted'® also held'with OAU at the.tgchnical level to review the
resolution 53/91 in whichinter alia, it took note of the implementation of these decisions.
report of the Secretary-General on cooperation between®he |n this regard, a meeting between the secretariats of
United Nations and the Organization of African Unityhe United Nations system and OAU, co-chaired by the
(OAU) (A/53/419) and requested the Secretary-Generalfgsistant Secretaries-General foliBoal Affairs of the
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth sessiawo organizations, was held in Addis Ababa from 6 to 8
on the development of cooperation between the OAU arihy 1998 to review the implemtation of the progammes
the organizations of the United Nations system. of cooperation and to agree on follow-up action. At the
meeting proposals were made for wide-ranging measures
. to consolidate cooperation between the two organizations
[I. Consultations and exchange of and to enhance the capacity of OAU in various areas of its
information work. The next biennial meeting will be held in Addis
Ababa in 2000. The two secretariats are currently in the

2. The Secretaries-General of the United Nations aREPCeSS of selecting a suitable date.

OAU have, especially since January 1997, expanded @)1d Atthe recommendation of the Secretary-General and
strengthened the framework for cooperation between faflowing approval by the General Assembly, a United
two organizations. They have established a regular patt@rations liaison office with OAU was established in Addis
of exchange of information and mutual briefings on keababa in April 1998 to strengthen cooption between the
African questions with a view to coordinating initiativeswo organizations. Since its establishment, the liaison
and action. They have held discussions on the mechanigfiige has facilitated the exchange of information and the
that should be put in place to enhance their joint capaciordination of initiatives and efforts in the areas of
for preventing and resolving conflicts in Africa and fopreventive diplomacy and peacemaking as well as in the
coordinating their efforts in that regard. They took aflemocratization and peace-building processes in Africa.
important step in this connection when they agreed, The office has the responsibility of coordinating the
January 1997, to hold regular meetings twice a year, alditplementation, in Addis Ababa, of programmes of
with their senior advisers, to discuss priority areas @boperation between the United Nations system and OAU
cooperation and to coordinate their efforts. Subsequentlgreed to at the annual meetings of their secretariats. The
they reached an understanding that the meetings woglffice for the Coordination of Humanitariakssistance
take place immediately following the OAksembly of (OCHA) has seconded a staff member to the liaison office.
Heads of State and Government early in the GeneGther United Nations departments have yet to do so. The
Assembly session to exchange views on key African issi&scretariat is in the process of reviewing the present
of common interest and concern. capacity of the liaison office in order to equip it with the

3. Thefirst such meeting was held in Harare on 3 Juff$ources required to meet the increasing challenges of
1997 during the OAU summit. Since then, the Secretari§§Veral peace processes in Africa in which the United
General and their advisers have met in New York Mations is collaborating with OAU.

October 1997, in Addis Ababa in April 1998 and in New

York in July 1998. Meetings were also held during tnﬁ . .

OAU summit in Algiers in July 1999 and in New York in"*- Cooperatlo_n in the areas of peace
September 1999; the New York meeting wasceded by and security

preparatory meetings attended by representatives of bodies

and organizations of the United Nations system. A. Department of Political Affairs

4. Inadditiontothe exchanges between the Secretaries-

General during the annual assemblies of their two The United Nations Department of Political Affairs
organizations, it was decided in 1998 that biennitd responsible for the programme of cooperation between
consultations should be held at the highest level to dectie United Nations and regional organizations and
on the details of the programme of cooperation that woltrangements. It organizes biannual meetings, in close
be implemented during the following two years. Quarterpnsultation with the regional organizations, which are
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chaired by the Secretary-General and attended by the heRépublic of the Congo and between Ethiopia and Eritrea.
of the organizations. Such a meeting was held at Unitébthited Nations special envoys work closely with OAU at
Nations Headquarterson 28 and 29 July 1998. The meetiengry stage of the negotiation of the conflicts and United
discussed cooperation for conflict prevention, focusing dwations technical experts contributed to the design of the
the challenges of early warning, analysed the capabilitissodalities for the implementation of the peace agreements
of the United Nations and regional organizations to metd bring those conflicts to a successful conclusion. The
those challenges, and assessed the practical modalitiedfoited Nations is also involved in the cessful
collaborative interaction. mobilization of resources and implementation of peace
reements in Africa. For example, the Special Envoy of
%%e Secretary-General for the Peace Process in the
emocratic Republic of the Congo is assisting with the

exchangeideasandinformation. Arrangements have bé‘gﬂbiliz.atilon ofresources_for the work qfthe JointMilitary
made to ensure that such briefings and exchanges are h pnmission and for the implementation of other aspects
regularly, in close consultation with the PermanerlY (N€ peace process.

Observer for OAU tothe United Nations, to address issu#2. Important progress has been made to coordinate
of concern expeditiously and to facilitate any follow-ugctivities between the United Nations and OAU at the
action that may be required. operational level. Nonetheless, the Secretariat will

9. Thereareongoingcontacts and consultations betwégrq?ume |tts detfforts to etntshure ftfhatt C‘?”C(;Xitﬁ mt(ra]asures a:cre
the Department and the office of the Permanent Obser/dpP'€mented to support the ettorts o Inthe area o

Such coordination and exchange ofinformation is deemB§ace and security.

vital to the effort to strengthen and rationalize United

Nations-OAU cooperation. To that end, the Departmen . :
and the office have agreed to hold monthly meetings t(t)B' Department of Peacekeeping Operations
exchange information and to facilitate the coordination ?_fS
actions and initiatives. '

8. TheDepartmentalsoorganizes meetings with Sta
members of the Group of African States in New York tf
brief them on priority issues of common concern and

The Security Council and the General Assembly have
on several occasions expressed their support for
10. In order to further promote common understandingrengthening cooperation between the United Nations and
between the United Nationsand OAU on currentditins  OAU. Accordingly, the Department continues to provide
in Africa, the Department in April 1999 fditated a much-needed partnership and support for peacekeeping
meeting, arranged by the Department of Peacekeepiggivities in Africa through coordination of the efforts of
Operations, in New York of senior officials of the OAUthe two organizations in ongoing peacekeeping operations,
secretariat with various United Nations departments. Thigntingency planning for possible deployments, and

meeting enabled the OAU dekgtipn to exchange views assistance in building African capacities to carry out future
with their United Nations counterparts on key issugseacekeeping missions.

relating to the management of some of the conflictsin the

region, while the Department was able to consult with? The United Nations Mission for Fhe Rgferendum n
OAU on the division of responsibility and the bestvestern Sahara (MINURSO) has continued its cooperation
approach to the management of conflicts with OAU in its efforts to complete the identification and

_ . _ _ appeals processes, in implementation of the UnitgibNs
11. The relationship between the United Nations angkttlement Plan for the organization and conduct of the

OAU, especially in conflict prevention, peacemaking angkferendum on self-determination for Western Sahara.
conflictresolution, has expanded tremendouslyin the year

under review. The two consult before taking any major  pjanning for new missions

initiativesin Africa and coordinate their activities closely.

The United Nations Secretary-General holds frequehp: United Nations peacekeeping experts have been
consultations with his OAU counterpart on conflicts irﬁ:losely coordinating efforts with their OAU counterparts,

Africa while his special envoys and representatives ald&c!uding through exchanges of delegations to their
work closely with OAU. The participation of United "€SPective headquarters and par@tipn in extensive
Nations officials together with their regional counterpartdiSCUssions to prepare contingency plans for the Lusaka

in these meetings helps to enhance peace initiatives in (& €ément for the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
African region, including the conflicts in the Democratid® OAU Framework Agreement for the settlement of the

dispute between Eritrea and Ethiopia. Close cooperation
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with OAU will continue to be crucial as the twosubregional organizations and to enhance African
organizations move to deploy their staff in the field tpeacekeeping capacities, wdbviously depend on the
implement the provisions of these two peace agreemerasailability of adequate resources. The Secretary-General,
16. Atthe special meeting convened by the Departme'ﬁ‘t his report on Africa to the Se_:cu_rlty Council of 25
ptember 1999 (S/1999/1008), indicated that resources

on 21 January 1999 in coordination with OAU, 5 € he devel ¢ A oo "
participants, including 27 African States, discussed wa{f§ (€ dévelopment of African peacekeeping capacities
samajor concern. Inthisregard, the Secretary-General

toimplement the recommendations on enhancing Afric | Member S b q id
peacekeepingcapacities.Theyexpressedbroadsuppor?‘l%PeastO ember States to be generous and to provide

the United Nations proposals for training and information-PPOrt _bilaterally or multilaterally_, inc_luqmg _through
exchange and undertook to consider the establishmenf8 tributions to the Trust Funds. This priority will also be

a regular forum for strengthening coordination, bettdffiected in the coming budgetary submissions of the

utilization of resources and follow-up action. The>€cretariat.

Secretariatintends tofinalize the terms of reference of the

proposed group and, in consultation with OAU, the GroupC Office for the Coordination of
of African States at the United Nations and donor ~° o .

countries, make the arrangements for the convening ofthe Humanitarian Affairs

formal meeting of the proposed group. ) _ o
21. One year ago, OCHA put in place a capacity within

17.  The United Nations and OAU have been working ofhe ynited Nations liaison office with the OAU in Addis
astaffexchange programme whichin the pasthasincludggapa in order to improve coordination with OAU in the
visits  to OAU _headquarters by the chiefs of the,manitarian field. The OCHA office has taken active part
Department's Situation Centre and the Policy Analysig the |iaison functions of the Unitecallons office and has
Unit. .Durmg the latest visit, the recommendationgeep, particularly concerned with such issues as
contained in the report of the Secretary-General on thgnanitarian ecess to the victims of conflict, contingency

situation in Africa were discussed. Discussions are undﬁﬂranning for assistance tointernally displaced persons and
way as to the feasibility of arranging the secondment gfine awareness.

personnel to the Situation Centre and the OAU Conflict ] ) ]
Management Centre. 22. Since the establishment of the OCHA office,

interaction between OCHA and the OAU secretariat has

18. In cooperation with OAU, the Department hag creased. OAU has requested support from OCHA in
undertaken to serve as a clearing house for information g8\ e|oping its institutional facilities for humanitarian

enhancing African peacekeeping capabilities on the bagisy dination and exchange of information for early
of universality, transparency and non-distination. Some warning.

important information concerning training and other

assistance has already been received from Mentbh&gsS

which the Department has posted on the InternetD, Office of the United Nations High
Additional resources and improved response from Member  commissioner for Human Rights
States would be required to develop and regularly update

this important database. 23. Inaccordance with therecommendations made at the

19. The United Nations has established the Trust Funtketing in Addis Ababa in May 1998, the Office of the
for Improving Preparedness for Conflict Prevention anidigh Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has this
Peacekeeping in Africa. The Fund has been used over ffear undertaken measures in support of the efforts of OAU.

lasttwoyearsto support numeroustraining activities oftfy;L OHCHR provided expertise and financial support to

Departmen_t. The QA.U has on its part estab_hshed a Ff'?ﬁ!ﬁ% African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
Fundtoassistin building African peacekeeping capacitigy, ¢ first African Ministerial Conference on Human

The SeqLetary-Gﬁnerallhaz repeatedly urged Mentisazs3 Rights, which took place in Mauritius from 12 to 16 April
to contribute to these Funds. 1999. The High Commissioner attended.
20. The successful completion of many of the initiative§5

:jhat thbe (ljJnlt;[ed Nat'é)?s I;as(;akeln, some i?f W?f'Ch Web?oup of the African Commission on the draft protocol to
escribed above, andfurther developmentoliar eforts o agrican Charter regarding the protection of women in

to strengthen cooperation with OAU and African

OHCHR supported the third session of the working
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Africa (Dakar, June 1999) and the convening of a semintrat both OAU and the African Development Bank be
on the right to fair trial in Africa (Dakar, 9-11 Septembeinvited as observers to future meetings as part of the effort
1999). OHCHR is also providing assistance to théguto to promote African leadership ofthe Initiative. In line with
on the elaboration of a manual on the African Charter tiie emphasis of the Special Initiative on achieving
Human and Peoples’ Rights. synergies with other organizations, OAU is already

26. At the invitation of OAU and the Government Oénvolvedintheimplementation of governance progmes

Algeria, the High Commissioner attended the thirty—fiftﬁn Africa.

ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and

Government of OAU, which was held in Algiers from 12 : P :

to 16 July 1999, where she consulted with various AfricanB' Economic Commission for Africa

leaders. 31. TheEconomicand Social Commission of the African

Economic Community (AEC) at its third ministerial
V. Cooperation in the field of economic meeting held in Addis Ababa in June 1999 declared the
. launching of the second phase of the establishment of the
and social develOpment Community. For its part, during the period under review
) . the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
A. Department of Economic and Social (ECA) contributed to the consolidation of the process.

Affairs 32. First, ECA pursued the execution of project

) ) ) ) RAF/94/008, “Promotion of economic integration through
27. During the period under consideration, th@e establishment of the AEC”. In that respect, the first-
Department of Economic and Social Affairs and OAleneration draft protocols were prepared by a team of
continued their interaction through informal consultationgnsultants between September and November 1998 for the
and exchanges of information. The main activitigsyerationalization of the Abuja Treaty establishing AEC.
undertaken are described below. A first workshop was organized in May 1999 and upon its
recommendation, the first meeting of the Specialized
Participation of OAU in activities organized or  Technical Committee on Transport, Communications and
co-organized by the Department Tourism, held at the ministerial level, adopted the draft
28. A meeting was convened by the United Nations fEFOt.OCOI on cooperation in transport, communications and
representatives of States members of the DeveIopmeOnL{rlsm'
Assistance Cmmittee of the Organisation for Economi&3. ECA also participated in September 1998 in the first
Coopeation and Development (OECD/DAC) in New Yorksession of the Committee of Officials of the Joint
in September 1998 as a follow-up to the 1998 report of tR&AU/ECA/ADB Secretariat and the Regional Economic
Secretary-General to the Security Council on conflict @ommunities (RECs). The meeting proposed some
Africa. measures for improving interaction between AEC and

29. The Secretary-General convened a meeting of Ieadr\r)]%CS'

African experts in New York in October 1998 in34. Furthermore, as the receiving fibgtion, ECA
preparation for the Second Tokyo Intational Conference organized the Ninth Consultative Meeting of the Chief
on African Development (TICAD 1) co-organized by thd=xecutives of OAU, ADB and ECA held in Ouagadougou
United Nations, the Government of Japan and the Glolgal February 1999. The meeting followed a meeting of the
Coalition for Africa. OAU was a member of theloint Secretariat and agreed on activities to be carried out
Preparatory Committee and of the forum on Asian-Africdf 1999 by the three institutions in support of AEC.

cooperation in export promotion organized by thgs  Finally, ECA is part of a research and training
pepartmgnt and the Government of the Republic of KorB?ogramme to be undertaken jointly by an ECA-OAU and
in Seoul in December998. REC team of researchers on “Trade liberalization and
30. Inaddition, the eighth meeting of the Administrativeegional integration” and on “Regional integration in the
Committee on Coordination (ACC) Steering Committegcheme of the multilateral trade systems”.

of the United Nations Special Initiative for Africagg Eca-OAU cooperation in Africa’s industrial
(UNSIA), held in May 1999 in New York, recommendedieyelopment culminated in the launching of the Industrial
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Development Decade for Africa (IDDA). ECA has beemepartments, the modernization of its Archives Unit, the
collaboratingwith OAU in the prepation ofthe following completion of basic studies for rationalization of ECA-
projects: the fourteenth meeting of the Conference sponsored institutions and staff training. Also under the
African Ministers of Industry (CAMI); the Conference onauspices of the programme, meetings were held within the
Industrial Partnerships and Investments; and the meeti®@gU and with RECs in the form of policy dialogues aimed
of the group of Alliance for Africa’s Industrialization at reaching a common understanding on strategies and
(AAl) patrons. approachestovarious aspects of the implementation ofthe
37 Other activities in the context of ECA-OAUreaty establishing AEQ, p_articularly the drafting of
?rotocols, the popularization of the Treaty, and

collaboration included consultations to develop a workin W e
relationship and progmme for civil society organations Bzéclmatlon and harmonization of the programmes of the

and to organize a forum to address the issue of go
governance in Africa. In thisrespect, ECA held extensiv&l. Alsothrough this programme, UNDP is responding,
consultations with OAU on the preparation and hosting of a timely manner, to the request for support for the
the conference entitled “Governance in AfricaEuropean Union — African, Caribbean and Pacific Group
consolidatingtheinstitutional foundations”, held in Addisf States (EU-ACP) Negotiating Group, in line with the
Ababa in March 1998, and collaboration in thenandate given to OAU by its Assembly of Heads taft&
organization of the joint ECA-OAU colloquium entitledand Government which met in 1998 in Ouagadougou. As
“Role of the African military in political transition and in the past, it will be the policy of UNDP to pursue its
economicdevelopment” heldin May 1998 in Addis Ababassistance in the building of AEC using the cooperative

38. Anotherareawhere OAUand ECA coordinatedtheﬁrramework for policy dialogue existing between the two

views was TICAD II. The two organizations consulted offrstitutions.

the preparations for the conference byassessingjointlyth2  The project RAF/97/028, “Capacity-building for OAU
outcome of TICAD | and proposing Africa’s objectives forconflict prevention, management and resolution” (UNDP
TICAD II. OAU also participated actively in the threecontribution: US$ 3 million) is an ongoing peot signed
preparatory meetings for TICAD Il. The meeting of thén July 1997 at the OAU secretariat. The jeobd's
Joint Secretariat held in February 1999 in Ouagadougobhijectives are to contribute to the effective operation of the
agreed on modalities for the operationalization of th@AU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management
consensusreached at TICAD Il, to be proposed to Africaésd Resolution through human resources development and
partners. Currently, with a grant from the Government atrengthened information systems. It aims to enhance the
Japan as part ofthe TICAD process, ECAisimplementirggpacity of the Central Organ, the secretariat and the
a project on strengthening subregional ingggm Conflict Management Division in preventive diplomacy,
programmes launched by the RECs to form a basis fagsource mobilization and analytical and operational
AEC. performance.

43. Inthe implementation of the geat, effort is being
made to install an information support system. An OAU
Web site was created in June 1998 and an information

.support infrastructure has been designed jointly with the
39'. UNDP support to OAU unpler the second qnd thi ogramme on the establishment of AEC. Equipment for
regional programmes for Africa focused mainly o

) g L . - e network has been delivered and will be installed soon.
promoting regional economic integration arising from the _ o _
1980 Lagos Plan of Action and on institutional capabiliti¢k. Early-warning experts and conflict information
of the OAU secretariat. Under the fourth and fift@nalysts who will workin the OAU Conflict Management
programming cycles, UNDP continued to extend suppd?tvision are being put at the disposal of OAU until in-
to the Strengthening of the OAU secretariat throud]puseStaffareadequatelytrained.Aresourcemobilization
capacity- building and management developmerfXpertto organize around table conference for the purpose
Assistance to the establishment of the Women @ replenishing the OAU Peace Fund is also being
Development Unit within OAU also figured among thé&ecruited.
projects that were implemented during the cycle. 45. OAU youth clubs and identified women’s

40. Significant progress has been made in the product@ganizations are expected to embark on an advocacy
of several outputs such as the computerization of the OAU

C. United Nations Development Programme
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programme with a view to fostering conflict awareness arauntries to the Programme of Action of the International
peace in Africa. Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in

46. The UNDP Regional Gender Programme is dedicatéd 94 Was also a reflection of this concern.

to supporting countries to mainstream gender into poliédd®. UNFPA, as the lead United Nations organization for
and practice and to the advancement ofwomen, politicaltye follow-up to and implementation of the ICPD
and economically. A major thrust is towards movingrogramme of Action, is fully committed to working in
women into leadership positions, based on thgartnership with Governments, all parts of the United
understanding that the entry of able and aware womenNtations system, regional institutions, bilateral aid
sufficient numbers helps to transform developmertgencies, non-governmental organizations and civil
priorities, thereby helping toreduce sources of tension aadciety. In line with this commitment, UNFPA has
open conflict. The programme has incorporated some sifpported the implementation of population programmes
the lessons learned from the impact of conflict and crisis Africa in collaboration with OAU, mainly through the
on development efforts and particularly on women. AU Population and Development Policies and
therefore has a strong focus on supporting women’s pedmgrammes Initiative.

initiatives and effo_rts to ensure that women pa}rticipate, gb Under this initiative, UNFPA collaborates with OAU
both nu.mbersandlnfluence, in peace negotlatlons,conﬂg)t promote the formulation and implementation of
resolution ar_1d all peace processes. At present., t prehensive population policies and integration of
prograrpme Is supporting the Federat|c_)n of AfrlcaBopulation factors into national development plans and
Women'’s Peace N,etworks, a_collective of npnétrategies in OAU member States by strengthening OAU
governmental women’s peace movements from 2()Afr'cac'?;lpacity to advocate for population policies. One direct
countries. outcome of the collaboration has been the establishment
47. Besides support to post-conflict reconstruction iofthe OAU Population and Development Unit which serves
countries emerging from conflicts such as Angolasthetechnicalarm. The Unit has been instrumentalin the
Comoros, Liberia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, in its efforteaining of OAU staff in population issues and in the
to develop a more targeted and effective response to thrganization of seminars/workshops and round table
crucial challenge faced by countries in Spédevelopment discussions for the African diplomatic community in Addis
situations UNDP Africa appointed, in October 1998, Ababa on selected polation and development topics. The
Regional Adviser on Peace for Development as part of teapport has also helped to produce information, education
“special team on African recovery” stationed in Addisnd communications (IEC) materials/messages for use in
Ababa. The primary role of the Regional Adviser is tgensitization efforts in member States.

provide the conceptual fr.amework and resource centredp  another outcome of the collaboration has been the
ensure that, where circumstances demand, UNI%AEpport provided by UNFPA for the establishment of the
Initiatives becqme more targetled to support anfrican Population Commission which brings together
complement regional and international efforts to aCh'eYspresentatives from population commissions/councils to
peace and development. share experiences on ICPD implementation in the region,
to discuss emerging issues, to find solutions to

D. United Nations Population Fund implementation problems and chart a course for the future.

52. A review of the African experiences on the
48. Population issues are one of the major concernd®plementation of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration and the
African Governments because of their importance to tHePD Programme of Action was undertaken jointly by the
achievement of sustainable socio-economic developméftnt ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat and UNFPA in
in the region_ This concern has been expressed in trﬁﬂptember 1998. The review showed that considerable
adoption of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration of the Thir@rogress has been made. Several countries, including the
African Regional Population Conference (DakazcBmber United Republic of Tanzania, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Benin,
1992), adoption of a resolution on popu|ati0n anMozambique, Uganda, Mali, South Africa, Burkina Faso
development by the OAU Council of Ministers (Tunis, Jur@d Senegal, have undertaken a broad range of actions in
1994), and the TICAD Il preparatory meeting whickhe areas of population policies, gender equality,
identified population as one of the priority areas of sociggProductive rights and reproductive health, and
development. The measure of support given by the AfricRartnerships with civil society. Countries have also
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redesigned their population policies and programmes $ituation of Refugees in Africa (Arusha, United Republic
reflect the ICPD goals and recommendations. Importaat Tanzania), was part of a process aimed at addressing
illustrations of the progress made have been the adoptiéfrica’s refugee and forced displacement problems. A
of legislation outlawing female genital mutilation iNnOAU/UNHCR joint secretariat was formed to prepare the
countries like Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Cofapers to be presented at the meeting in Khartoum. Other
d’'lvoire and Senegal and the abrogation in many countripseparatory activities included the convening of a
of laws banning the advertisement and distribution &/NHCR/Brooking Institute/ OAU Workshop on Internal
contraceptives. Displacement in Africa in October 1998, and UNHCR
53. UNFPA plays an important role in the task forc8upport and assistanceto missionsoftheOAU_Ct_)mmission
(OAU, ADB, ECA, UNFPA) set up to reinforce the©n Refugees from October to Decemb@88. Building on

coordination/collaboration among these institutions, élgi /mNomerI;t/llij of It(hfe M'n'Ste”albl_ '\r?egt'm%&dda
well as to review advocacy activities and to assist iff"\0/UNHCR/ICRC task force was established in Addis

resource mobilization for population and developmeﬁotbf_’lba in January 1999 to develop a strategy a_md a plan of
activities in the region. action to ensure the follow-up to the o!eplargtlon and_ the
recommendations adopted at the Ministerial Meeting.
These two documents provide an important framework for
E. Office of the United Nations High refugee protection and assistance in the years to come, and
Commissioner for Refugees will serve to form the basis for a comprehensive plan of
action to be adopted at the proposed OAU-UNHCR experts’

54. Thisyear marksthethirtieth anniversary ofthe OAmeetmg'

Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee/. The first OAU Ministerial Conference on Human
Problems in Africa and the OAU/UNHCR CooperatiofRightsin Africa, held in Mauritius in April 1999, provided
Agreement. This dual anniversary provides an opportuni§NHCR an opportunity to contribute to the human rights
for OAU and UNHCR, in collaboration with thedebate in Africa and to promote the important linkage
international community, to review the achievements ahé@tween refugee protection and human rights. UNHCR will
challenges with respect to forced population displacemavark with OAU and human rights actors to ensure the
in Africa and to explore new opportunities to address tf@low-up to the pertinent provisions of the Matius
continent’s refugee problem. A number of activities hay@eclaration, as well as support other relevant
been carried out at the national and regional levelsrgcommendations concerning the expansion of OAU
commemorate the anniversary of the OAU Conventiofgtivities in human rights monitoring and the promotion
including the launching of the OAU Award forof human rights and humanitarian law.

Outstanding Service to Refugee and Displaced Personggn | the past three years UNHCR has intensified its
Africa at the OAU summitin Algiers in July 1999. Otheg,nnort for OAU in the area of early warning and conflict
activities include a joint statement by the Higheyention. Several missions have been undertaken with
Com.mlssmner and .the QAU Secretary-General, tlgﬁze aim of strengthening the capacity of the OAU'’s
hoI_dmg of a panel d|§cu53|o_n_on refugee chaIIengesR@fugee and Conflict Management Divisions, with
Africa, and the convening of a joint OAU-UNHCR expertsyarticular emphasis on streamlining information and
meeting on the OAU Con.ventlon and its |mpIementatlop@_,porting and analysing conflicts. A comprehensive
scheduled to take place in Conakry at the end of 1999555essment of needs and requirements of OAU in early
55. With regard to the Cooperation Agreement, it hagrning and conflict prevention would serve to determine
been proposed to hold a meeting between relevdhe modalities for further UNHCR assistance in this area,
division/units of OAU and UNHCR to review and revis@nd strengthen the linkage between conflict prevention and
the Agreement. A draft annotated agenda has besitigation and forced displacement.

prepared and submitted to OAU and Headquarters &5  yNHCR s collaborating with OAU to further develop
consideration. and implement the Programme of Action of the OAU
56. The OAU Ministerial Meeting on RefugeesCommission on Refugees, particularly in the areas of
Returnees and Displace Persons held in Khartoum rgsource mobilization and advocacy on behalf of refugees
Decembefl998, the first continent-wide forum on refugeei® Africa.

and displaced persons since the 1979 Conference on the
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60. UNHCR also works with the OAU Coordinatingé4. UNCTAD organized a coordinating workshop for
Committee orAssistance and Protection to Refugees argénior advisers to Ministers of Trade in least developed
Internally Displaced Personsin Africa. As chairman ofthisountries (LDCs) in June 1999 in Sun City, South Africa.
committee, UNHCRinitiated a process of catation with  The OAU also participated in the meeting along with other
the members to expand the mandate and to enlarge tegional organizations. The meeting adopted a
membership in order to make the Committee a momwmmuniqué, conclusions and proposals for a
effective and relevant body in dealing with refugee issuesomprehensive new plan of action for integrating LDCs in
particularly at the field level. The consultations weréhe global economy. The proposals were submitted to the
fruitful and resulted in the adoption of new rules oGeneral Council of the World Trade Organization on 7 July
procedure for the Committee. UNHCR and OAU ar&999.

developing modalitiest.oimplemen.tther.ecommendatio%g' UNCTAD, in collaboration with the OAU/AEC
adopted at the Committee’s meetings in order (0 eNSWg  o1ariat, the Government of South Africa and UNDP,
better harmonization of refugee and humanitariatys, organized a workshop on developing a proactive and
programmes, especially during emergency operations..qperent trade agenda for African countries in support of
61. UNHCR continues to work with the relevant OAUheir participation in international trade negotiations. The
divisions in following up the implementation of theworkshop, which took place in Pretoria from 29 June to
recommendations adopted by various conferences ahduly 1999, was organized within the framework of the
meetings organized by OAU in areas of direct relevanpeogramme mandated by the Gendsssembly to support
tothe work of UNHCR. Thisincludes promoting awarenegbe developing countries in drawing up a “positive agenda”
on issues concerning refugee children within thier future negotiations and in the spirit of the MOU
framework of the special committee, led by OAU and thieetween UNCTAD and OAU/AEC.

Network for the Prevention and Protection against Chi The elements identified in the above workshops

Abuse a}nd Neglect, on ghildren in a}rmed confli.ct; anlq)rmed part of the inputs into the meeting organized by
supporting and enhancing mechanisms to mainstred\;AEC and ECA in Addis Ababa from 21 to 23 July
women and gender perspectives in the peace-building 9 to formulate a synthesized African negotiating

conflictresolution initiatives of regional organizations, a§trategyfor the third WTO Ministerial Conference and the
a follow-up to the global and regional platforms of actiorgenth Conference (UNCTAD-X)

on women as well as other recenitimtives, such as the ) ) )
African Committee on Peace and Development. 67. UNCTAD and OAU are co-implementing agencies
for the “fast track” module on support for ongoing

multilateral negotiations under the UNDP programme for

F. United Nations Conference on Trade and capacity- building for trade and development in Africa.
Development Four subregional seminars are being organized in Africa
this year with OAU under the umbrella of the secretariats

62. Duringthe period under review, intensive and reguidf thé RECs to assist the member States of these
consultations have taken place between the secretarial@gfnizations in their preparations for the WTO
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Developm&fipisterial Conference.

(UNCTAD) and OAU in Geneva. 68. Attherequestofthe OAU and League of Arab States
63. In May 1999, a memorandum of understandir{bAS_)* UNCTAD sent a mission to_Ouagadougou_to take
(MOU) was signed between UNCTAD and OAU tgart in the second Afro-Arab Business Wee_k _Whlch_ was
enhance cooperation between the two organizations in fifad on October/November 1998 and to participate in the
following areas: (a) regional and subregional econom“@ooperatlon_Forum” w_hlchtook place durlngth_e Busmess
cooperation and integration; (b) resource flows and de$ffé€k. Following the third Afro-Arab Trade Fair (United
(c) international trade; and (d) commodities. According {20 Emirates, Bcembed 997), UNCTAD was requested
the MOU, periodic consultations will take place betwedly the OAU secretariat and LAS to assist in the

the designated officials of the two organizations in ordBFeparations for the fourth Afro-Arab Trade Fair which
to enhance coordination and cooperation in tNéS held in Dakar in April 1999. The UNCTAD secretariat

aforementioned areas. was actively involved in the preparations for the Trade
Fair, taking part in the Preparatory Committee meetings
held in May and October 1998 and January 1999. During

10
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the Trade Fair itself, UNCTAD participated in theprovided technical assistance in strengthening tripartism
“Cooperation Forum” on trade issues and organizeuthin the work of the OAU Labour and Social Affairs
meetings for non-governmental organizations on trad@mmission and the SALC.

Issues preparations for UNCTAD-X, specific issues ofs || o a1so continued to make significant financial and
interest to the African and Arab business communities {8 hica| contributions to the work of the Organization of
the area of investment, and preparations for the WTf}ican Trade Union Unity (OATUU) and the Pan African
Ministerial Conference. Employers Confederation (PEC), both of which have very
69. OAU was invited to the conference on economidose working relations with OAU. It participated in the
development and regional dynamicsin Africa: lessons fro@ATUU/ILO workshop on social dialogue and tripartism
the East Asian experience, organized by UNCTAD iheldin Windhoek from 8 to 25 April 1999 and contributed
Mauritius in September 1998. papers on follow-up to the ILO Declaration on

70. UNCTAD co-sponsored, along with OAU and undamental Principles and Rights at Work and the draft
nu.mber of other agencies ’the Forum on the futu onvention on Eliminating the Worst Forms of Child

competitiveness of African economies which was held pbour. The approyec_i Con\_/enti_on, No. 182, was submitted
Dakar in March 1999. to the OAU summit in Algiers in July 1999 and got the

. . ] _summit’s endorsement.
71. OAU participated actively and chaired one sessian

of the African regional symposium on trade liberalizatio 6. 1LO has also been collaborating with OAU in order:

and diversification of the agricultural sector which wal?) 1o implement 'abo.‘” market policies and programmes
organized by UNCTAD in Abidjan on May 1999 supportive of productive and freely chosen employment,
' especially in areas prone to migration; (b) for migrant-

receiving countries to contribute more to the aceglen
G. International Labour Organization of the development process in migrant-sending countries;
and (c) to facilitate integration of migrant workers into the
dgbour market and their participation in trade union

72. In order toimplement General Assembly resoluti ha
gtivities.

53/91, the ILO has implemented programmes relevant?
the following crucial issues: poverty eradication77. Inregardtoactionin conflict-affected countries, ILO
employment promotion, enhancement of tripartism ataunched a two-year global action programme for skills and
human rights, elimination of child labour, protection ofntrepreneurship training for countries emerging from
migrant workers, action in respect of conflict-affectedrmed conflict. The programme has generated research
countries and vocational rehabilitation. data and lessons from country studies which will no doubt

73. ILOisengaged in assessing the employment situat/BF™ @ basis for future joint ILO/OAU action. A project,
in the African region and analytical reports have be&hltitled "Employment for peace in Africa”, was finalized
submitted to the annual ordinary session of the OA &arly 1999 for joint action with OAU/ECA and
Labour and Social Affairs Commission. Recommagimhs 'ndividual African countries.

emerging from the deliberations of the Commission hav8. Vocational rehabilitation is another important area
guided the formulation of major policies and programmes$ ILO/OAU cooperation. The cooperation takes the form
in many African countries. In addition, ILO continued tof assistance to OAU through its African Regional
serve as the technical secretariat of the Southern Afriddehabilitation Institute where ILO provides technical
Labour Commission (SALC). The ILO Jobs for Africguidance and assistance for the formulation and
Programme which started operating towards the endimfplementation of disability policies.

1998 constituted a significant endeavour with respect to

employment creation in Africa. ILO, OAU and UNDP

Africa organized a joint donors meeting in April 1999 inH. United Nations Educational, Scientific
Wwindhoek, for resource mobilization for this ject. and Cultural Organization

74. With respect to the defence of human rights and the

application of international labour standards, a majé?- During the period under review and within the
aspect of ILO’s cooperation with OAU is technicafontext of the UNESCO-OAU cooperation agreement of

cooperation aimed at enhancing the implementation ah¥68. OAU and UNESCO continued their cooperation in
ratification of international norms and conventions. ILO

11
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the areas of education, culture, communication, sciend®lESCO cooperated in an OAU-run seminar on cultures
and the culture of peace. and conflicts in Africawhich was held in September 1999.

80. In the area of education, UNESCO carried out ti1. OAU-UNESCO cooperation is sustained through
following activities: (a) contributed to the development afegular consultation and working meetings between the two
the Programme of Action of the OAU Decade of Educatioorganizations. Within this framework, a meeting was held
in Africa (1997-2006) (UNESCO is a member of then Paris on 1 June 1999 to review cooperation since the
Steering Committee for the Decade); (b) contributesixth meeting ofthe UNESCO-OAU Joint Committee. The
financially and technically to the organization of andeview exercise made it possible to identify the priority
follow-up to the Conference of African Ministers ofjoint actions which should be finalized or taken between
Education (COMEDAF I) which OAU organized in Hararenow and the seventh meeting of the Joint Committee. At
(March 1999); (c) in order to coordinate the variouits thirty-fifth ordinary session, the OAU Assembly of
initiatives in the field of education in Africa, adopted withHeads of State and Government requested the Director-
OAU a joint mechanism to coordinate the OAU Decade @eneral of UNESCO and the Secretary-General of OAU
Education, the recommendations of COMEDAF | and thte review the 1968 agreement on cooperation between the
recommendations of the seventh Conference of Ministdmo organizations with a view to strengthening it.

of Education of African Member States (MINEDAF) heldge | the area of science and technology, at that same
in Durban, South Africa, in April 1998; (d) created SYNer9¥assion the OAU Assembly of Heads ofat® and

between the Decade and the Education for Africa@overnment, recalling the establishment in 1994 of the

ghild_reln, _c_omponen: _Of ;Jnitehq r']\latiOnsscéy_s'ter:n'lv"id&ternational Fund for the Technological Development of
pecialinitiative on Africa, for which UNE Isthelea rica, totalling US$ 1 million, requested the Director-

organization, and provided a framework agreement for %{eneral of UNESCO and the Secretary-General of OAU
education initiatives in Africa under the Initiative to b

%o pursue initiatives aimed at encouraging the African
brought under the same umbrella. States to mobilize resources for the Fund. It also invited
81. Intheareaofcommunication, UNESCO participatdtiem to take initiatives to encourage the African States to
in the preparations of the first African development forurallocate 3 per cent of the resources which they obtained
which was organized by OAU and the AEC on thé&rom UNDP tothe development of science and technology
challenges of globalization and the computer er&) Africa.

particularly in the field of infoethnics, communityaccengI As part of the international partnership against

'to information, increasing women'’s participation in th?—IIV/AIDS in Africa, the Assembly requested the
information  society, good governance and nNeWecretary-General of OAU, in collaboration with the Joint
communication technologies. UNESCO is alspjieq Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),
participating in technical preparations for th¢,yesco, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the
establishment of a United Nations-OAU inter-agenGyoriq gank, UNDP, UNFPA and the United Nations Drug
centre for exchange of information. Control Programme (UNDCP), to take all appropriate steps
82. Inthe area of culture, UNESCO is a member of tHeimplement, in a coordinated manner, the activities ofthe
technical committee for publication of a cultural atlas afiew partnership and to provide thetechnical and financial
Africa and a pan-African guide to civic education. It imssistance needed to successfully combat the HIV/AIDS
cooperating on the project to establish an Afro-Arabpidemic to the benefit of the member States.

Cultural Institute and also on the intercultural “Slave

Route” and “lron Road” projects.

83. On the subject of the culture of peace, the final . World Health Organization

touches are being putto an OAU-UNESCO programme
action, and consultations are continuing between UNES(% o . .
and the OAU Conflict Management Centre on th the Treaty establishing the Afrlcan Econ_omlc
possibility of setting up national culture of peace network O'T‘m“”"y' WHO has supporf[e.d the implementation of
in Africa with a view to gathering the information needed 0" OAU health-related decisions.

toprevent conflicts, develop programmes of education aB8. As requested by the sixty-seventh ordinary session
training for democracy, human rights and peace amd the Council of Ministers held in Addis Ababa on
improve traditional methods of promoting peace. OAU arfélebruary 1998, WHO has assisted OAU member States in

In order to facilitate the realization of thgeattives

12
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developing and implementing policies to combat drug

problems. 95. The World Bank and OAU are progressively

89. Asrequested by the twenty-second ordinary sessienhancing their collaboration. OAU’'s Economic
of the OAU Labour and Social Affairs Commission heldevelopment and Cooperation Department (EDECO) has
in Windhoek on April 1999, WHO, in collaboration withaccess to the World Bank Africa Live Database (LDB) to
OAU, is in the process of undertaking an in-depth studgnprove its own database and analytical policy work,
on the impact of HIV/AIDS in Africa and its linkage toparticularly regarding the realization and development of
child labour. Areportfocusing on theimpact of HIV/AIDSthe AEC. The new partnership for capacity-building will
on the productive potential of the youth labour force ise an area for close collaboration. The World Bank and
expected at the forthcoming twenty-third ordinary sessi@AU are cooperating with other key African institutions
of the Commission. in a set of studies of trends, challenges and opportunities

90. Within the framework of the resolution adopted b93 Africa enters the twenty-first century.

the forty-ninth World HealthAssembly in May 1999 96. During the year, there were reciprocal visits at high
calling on the Director-Generaltoinitiate the developmenmevels, OAU participated in the annual meetings of the
of an international framework convention for tobacc@orld Bank and the International Monetary Fund while
control in accordance with Article 19 of the WHOthe Secretary-General of OAU was a guest speaker at a
Constitution, WHO has collaborated with OAU in theconference on gender and law held at the World Bank in
efforts to draw attention of OAU heads of State anWashington. The manager of the Bank’s Africa Region’s
Government to the tobacco epidemic as a cause of deRtdwrtnerships Group visited OAU headquarters and had
and disability. In this respect, WHO is facilitating anddiscussions with the Assistant Secretary-General
encouraging OAU member States to strengthen their owesponsible for EDECO on ways to deepen the partnership
national tobacco control policies on tobacco smugglinbetween the two institutions.

advertising, pricing and taxation with a view to achieving7'

the objectives of the Tobacco Free Initiative. World NO& ommittee of the Policy Analysis Unit (PASU) which was

Tobacco Days 1998 and 1999 have been obsery, nsored by the African Capacity Building Foundation
throughout OAU member States. (ACBF) based in Harare and which helped the RECs with
91. Furthertoits strategic work plan for 1998/99, WH@apacity-building and training activities since these were
is developing a functioning partnership with OAU tdhe building blocks of the AEC.

undertake responsible advocacy for the African Initiative

for Malaria Control and the Roll Back Malaria (RBM) —

AGlobal Partnership approach to reducing malaria-relatelK. International Monetary Fund

suffering by giving supportto African countries to develop

implementation plans to meet the overaljemives of 98. The Fund continued to cooperate with OAU through
RBM. direct contacts with the OAU secretariat, through its

92. WHO has been requested by OAU to work with thi(ggteraction with OAU member States that are also Fund
International Atomic Energy Agency on the use of isotop embers and with the United Nations through contacts

for identification of drug-resistant mutations of malaria\]\lmtv.\’('jen thelerttra]ctoroopf\GheSIiunq N Of(f:|ce at_ttthe UnT'tﬁd
tuberculosis and brucellosis pathogen agents. atons  an € eerng Lommittee. €

cooperation takes the form of policy advice and

93. WHO cooperated with OAUIn the preparation ofthgyryeillance, financial assistance, external debt and aid
Sixth Conference of African Ministers of Health bycoordination and technical assistance.

iding technical for th ting held in Cai — .
Fr:cg(l:tg%geri%gnéca papers for the meeting held in L-a, 9. TheFundhasmaintained and intensified its dialogue

with OAU in the form of high-level meetings; accreditation
94. Under the restructuring reforms at its headquartess a Fund representative to the OAU secretariat;
levelin Geneva, WHO is broadening the scope ofthe WHgXrticipation in conferences and various forums on
office in Addis Ababa to include the RECs in liaison Witréconomic issues; regular attendance as observers at
WHO officers in New York and Brussels. meetings of the OAU summits. In addressing the thirty-
second Summit in Yaoundé in July 1996 and the thirty-
fourth summit in Ouagadougou in June 1998, the

The World Bank also served on the Steering

J. World Bank
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Managing Director stressed the Fund’s commitment tol®6. A WIPO delegation attended the seventieth ordinary
close partnership with OAU in advancing Africa’ssession of the OAU Council of Ministers and the thirty-
development. The Fund also was represented by two serfifth ordinary session of the Assembly of Headstet8and
officials as observers at the thirty-fifth summit in AlgiersGovernment in Algiers. OAU/WIPO gold medals were

100. Throughitsregular consultationswith OAU membé:}resented to the best African inventors during the OAU

States, the Fund continually provides policy advice iRUmmit.

performingits mandated surveillance @lions and assists 107. WIPO sent a consultancy mission to the OAU

the national authorities in the design of adjustmer8cientific, Technical and Research Commission (STRC)

programmesthat could bepported bythe Fund. The Fundin August 1999 in Lagos, and to OAU headquarters to

provides extensive technical assistance to OAU membaeliscuss indigenous knowledge and use of medicinal plants

with a view to strengthening their capacity forand traditionafood crops in Africa.

macroeconomic management. The Fund has also deepened

its collaboration with ECA. It participated at a high level

in the Joint Conference of African Ministers of FinanceM. International Fund for Agricultural

and Ministers of Economic Development and Planning  Development

organized by ECAin Addis Ababain May 1999. The Fund

has further intensified its relations with various regional08. OAU member States are important recipients of IFAD

economic organizations. assistance. As of DecemhE998, US$ 5,831 million had

been allocated to 226 geets in OAU member tates, of
. which US$ 2,307 million were provided by IFAD and

L. World Intellectual Property Organization US$ 3,523 through co-financing and from domestic

sources.

101. In. October 1998, WIPO invited the ASS_'StaritOQ. In addition, as of &cembefd 998, IFAD had provided
Executive Secretary of the OAU Geneva Office t .

. . : . . 0 grants totalling US$ 12,754,435 to STRC. One of these
participate in the introductory course on industrial proper .

. g¥ants, of US$ 1 million, was for research and development
held in Harare. . . o . .

_ o _ _ _ ~ of food grains in semi-arid regions of Africa. The

102. While organizing a national seminar in Ethiopia iremainder were for the Agricultural Management Training
November 1998, the WIPO delegation met with OABrogramme in Africa (AMTA). In 1994 and 1997, IFAD
officials and discussed cooperation between the tw@proved two grants totalling US$ 3,6000 for
organizations in intellectual property matters. NENAMTA, which is an extension of the AMTA
103. In Decemberl998, WIPO participated in all theProgramme for the Near East and North Africa regions.
preparatory meetings of the organizing committee of theo. Regular consultations have continued between IFAD
fourth Afro-Arab Trade Fair. In April 1999, WIPOandthe OAU secretariat and indeed between the IFAD and
participated in the Fair, in Dakar, by mounting its ow®AU offices in New York and Geneva in the technical and
stand and exhibition, awarded WIPO medals and casfiitical fields. At ecent meetings, parties have discussed
prices to enterprises that use industrial property in theffe opportunity of enhancing their cooperation by revising
act|y|t|es,and.part|C|pated|nthe one-day Forum conveng present cooperation agreement between IFAD and
during the Fair. OAU, in the light of emerging new priorities. It has been
104. InJanuary 1999, WIPO made a finahcontribution agreed thatsuch exercise would_lea_d toan agreement with
to OAU for the purpose of publishing a pamphlet ofiore focus and a better strategic direction.
African inventors, winners ofthe OAU/WIPO gold medalg11. Moreover, OAU resolutions in support of IFAD
(see para. 106 below). replenishments and funding of special programmes for

105. At WIPO headquarters, in March/April 1999 oAWfrica have proved to bg helpf.ul. Some African heads of
officials had discussions with their counterparts at Wipgfate, for example President Diouf of Senegal, have shown
on cooperation between the two organizations, the effécflirect interest in the Fund. Their expression of support
ofthe Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellect @S had an effective impact among donor countries.
Property Rights (TRIPS) on African countries, and the

possible WIPO contribution to the forthcoming OAU

Conference of African Ministers of Trade.
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N. United Nations Industrial Development 119. In particular, UPU and OAU reviewed the present
Organization situation of postal services in Africa and defined measures
to be taken in addressing the shortcomings observed.

112. The Director-General of UNIDO attended the thirtyt20. The two organizations also drafted part of the

fourth session of the OAU Council of Ministers, holdingrotocol on the Transport, Communications and Tourism

a large number of bilateral talks with the Ministers @ector concerning postal services designed to implement
Industry. He also made his first visits to a series of Africahe Treaty instituting the AEC.

countries including Kenya, Uganda and the Unit

. : ePZl. UPU continued to take concrete measures to help the
Republic of Tanzania.

OAU member States to transform their postal services into
113. Since its launch in October 1996, the Plan of Actigfficient and business-oriented entities. The Union also

of the Alliance for Africa’s Industrialization (AAIl) hasprovided assistance to certain OAU member States faced
served as a platform for African decision makers and tiwth a post-conflict situation, where vast measures of

international community to evaluate the industriakconstruction were required.

development challenges facing the continent and its

growing marginalization in global manufacturing.

114. APlan of Action was endorsed by the Conference olr?" United Nations Drug Control Programme

African Ministers of Industry (CAMI) in Accra in May

1997, by OAU in June and by the United Nations Generkd2- UNDCP has continued to cooperate and collaborate

Assembly in Decembefl997. Since August 1998 anclosely with OAU, particularly in the implementation of
' e OAU drug control action plan.

effective institutional framework has been established §
response tothe OAU Harare Declaration to ensure Africad3. In preparation for the United Nations General
ownership of the Alliance. Assembly twentieth special session on the world drug

115. The meeting of the AAI Steering Committee tooR"©PI€m, which took place in New York in June 1998, an
place in Abidjan in September 1998. UNIDO attended tﬁgrlcan common position on drugs was elaborated during

meeting to cement relationships within the AlliancB Meeting of African experts held in March 1998, in
framework with African Governments. collaboration with UNDCP. The African Common Rias

i ) _on Drugs was adopted at the twenty-first session of the
116. As a parallel event during the Steering Committegay | abour and Social Affairs Commission, endorsed at

meeting, UNIDO/OAU/ECA organized a seminar on th@ e sixty-eighth session of the OAU Council of Ministers,

impact of the East Asian crisis on African industry whichnq served as a guideline to reflect Africa’s position during
was attended by scholars, policy makers anfle work of the special session.

representatives from multilateral agencies. ) )
124. A second expert group meeting was held in March

1999, in collaboration with UNDCP, to review and update
V. Cooperation in other areas both the OAU Declaration and Plan of Action and the
African Common Position on Drugs in the light of the

A. Universal Postal Union outcome of the special session.

125. Apart from attending the special session, the staff of
117. Aswas the case in the previous year, UPU contin8§ OAU focal point for drugs participated in several
to implement, within the framework of its technicalraining events and international meetings and conferences
assistance programme for the period 1996-2000, activit®s drugs, including the General Assembly of the
based on objectives and actions defined in the Tre&@yernational Criminal Police Organization, the
instituting the African Economic Community (art. 63) aniltergovernmental working group for the draft action plan

its Protocol (art. 12) relating to the postal sector. on guiding principles on drug demand reduction and the
second meeting of the coordinators of inter-ministerial

118. In this regard, UPU participated in May 1999 in thcﬁ'ug control committees in West Africa held in Banjul in

first OAU meeting of th.e Committee on TranSportSeptember 1998. The Banjul meetings were organized by
Communications and Tourism held in Addis Ababa, who e Economic Community of West African States

main objegtive was precisely to lay down strategies f?ECOWAS) in collaboration with UNDCP and the
implementing the AEC. Government of the Gambiato appraise the implementation
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ofthe West African regional plan of action for drug control
and the status of the ECODRUG Fund adopted by
ECOWAS meeting held in 1997 in Cape Verde.

126. Upontheinvitation of the United Nations Secretary-

General, the OAU Secretary-General agreed to be a
member of the Committee of Wise Men established to

tackle drug problems and which is expected to highlight

Africa’s concern for and the assistance required to combat
the scourge of drugs on the African continent.

127. Initial contacts have been made with all the African
Regional Economic Communities to organize, in
collaboration with UNDCP, a workshop to discuss
cooperation between OAU and the African RECs in the
drug controlfield. The workshopis planned for September
this year.

128. OAU also continued to work closely with the Centre
for International Crime Prevention through the United
Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI) based in Kampala.
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