1980/23. Humanitarian assistance and relief to the
Kampuchean people

The Economic and Social Council,

Recognizing that there is a grave and urgent need to
increase humanitarian assistance to the Kampuchean
people and to improve the practical measures to ensure
that food and medical supplies reach the needy,

Noting that the financial target for the period extend-
ing from April to December 1980 has not yet been
attained and that there are still serious unresolved prac-
tical problems concerning the distribution of aid,

Noting with grave concern the large number of refu-
gees in the region and their urgent need of further
prompt and effective international assistance, in pur-
suance of General Assembly resolution 34/62 of 29
November 1979, which was adopted without a vote,

Convinced of the urgent need to hold an international
meeting on humanitarian assistance and relief to the
Kampuchean people,

1. Decides that an international meeting, at the
ministerial level, shall be held in the latter part of May
1980 to consider humanitarian assistance and relief to
the Kampuchean people;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the
Meeting on Humanitarian Assistance and Relief to the
Kampuchean People at Geneva and to invite to it those
States which were invited to attend the meeting held at
Geneva on 20 and 21 July 1979, as well as the socialist
States of Eastern Europe and the States members of the
Economic and Social Council not otherwise included;

3. Decides that, to the extent relevant and appli-
cable, the proceedings of the Meeting shall be governed
by the rules of procedure for United Nations pledging
conferences adopted by the General Assembly on 15
December 1978.52
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1980/24. Sessional Working Group on the Implemen-
tation of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The Economic and Social Council,

Noting with satisfaction the report of the Sessional
Working Group on the Implementation of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, in particular paragraph 17 thereof,*

Recognizing its important responsibilities in relation
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights,

Taking into account its resolution 1988 (LX) of 11
May 1976 and its decision 1978/10 of 3 May 1978,

Noting that the Sessional Working Group, established
under its decision 1978/10, encountered certain difficul-
ties in discharging its responsibilities under the present
arrangements,

1. Decides to review at its organizational session for
1981, in accordance with its decisions 1978/10 and
1980/102 of 6 February 1980, the composition, organ-
ization and administrative arrangements of the Sessional
Working Group on the Implementation of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

52 See General Assembly decision 33/419.
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2. Requests the Secretary-General, in order to assist
the Economic and Social Council in reviewing its deci-
sion 1978/10, to solicit the views of members of the
Council and all States parties to the Covenant on the
future composition, organization and administrative
arrangements of the Sessional Working Group on the
Implementation of the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, and to submit a
report thereon, together with any comments he may
wish to make, to the Council at its organizational session
for 1981;

3. Decides that the Sessional Working Group on the
Implementation of the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights for 1981 shall be
constituted under the existing arrangements at the
organizational session for 1981 of the Economic and
Social Council and shall start its work at the beginning
of the first regular session, if the review called for in
paragraph 1 of the present resolution cannot be con-
cluded at the organizational session.

22nd plenary meeting
2 Mayv 1980

1980/25. Co-ordination and information in the field
of youth

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1979/27 of 9 May 1979 on
co-ordination and information in the field of youth,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/151
of 17 December 1979, by which it decided to designate
1985 as International Youth Year: Participation, De-
velopment, Peace.

Believing that it is urgently desirable to consolidate
the efforts of all States in carrying out specific pro-
grammes concerning youth and to improve the activities
of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in the
field of youth, including youth exchanges in the cultural,
sporting and other fields,

Reaffirming the need for better co-ordination of
efforts in dealing with problems confronting young peo-
ple and in examining the manner in which those problems
are being treated by the specialized agencies and by
various United Nations bodies,

Convinced of the importance of giving widespread
publicity to the activities of the United Nations system
in the field of youth and of increasing the dissemination
of information about youth,

Noting that, as a result of General Assembly resolu-
tion 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on the restructuring of
the economic and social sectors of the United Nations
system, the work covered by the Interagency Task
Force on Youth Policies and Programmes has been
assumed by the relevant bodies of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination,

Aware of the urgent need for more effective and better
co-ordinated arrangements for the work of the United
Nations system in the field of youth,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of
Council resolution 1979/27 on co-ordination and infor-
mation in the field of youth;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to bring the
present resolution to the attention of the General Assem-
bly at its thirty-fifth session, under the item on youth



to be included in its provisional agenda, in order to per-
mit all Member States to make comments on the best
ways and means of improving the co-ordination and
information in the field of youth within the United
Nations system.

22nd plenary meeting
2 May 1980

1980/26. World Assembly on the Elderly

The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 33/52 of
14 December 1978, by which the Assembly decided to
organize a World Assembly on the Elderly in 1982, as a
forum to launch an international action programme
aimed at guaranteeing economic and social security to
older persons, as well as opportunities to contribute to
national development,

Recognizing the interdependence and interrelation-
ship of humanitarian and development aspects with re-
gard to the well-being of the aging within the general
population, and being aware, in particular, of the impor-
tance of finding practical and effective ways and means
of strengthening the role of the aging within the family,

Recognizing that the World Assembly on the Elderly
should be conceived as an important means of stimu-
lating and providing guidelines for action by national
Governments and international organizations,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the proposed programme and ar-
rangements for the World Assembly on the Elderly,*

Concerned that the preparation for the World Assem-
bly on the Elderly should be given the full attention that
it warrants, at the highest levels, in view of the impor-
tance of the question,

Bearing in mind the provisions of General Assembly
resolution 34/225 of 20 December 1979,

Believing that it would be desirable for the person in
charge of arrangements for the World Assembly on the
Elderly to be able to devote full time and attention to the
preparations for the Assembly and to the Assembly itself,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to designate from
outside the United Nations, a full-time Secretary-General
for the World Assembly on the Elderly, who shall be a
recognized expert on the aging and shall have experience
with the United Nations system;

2. Requests that, concurrently with the implementa-
tion of the provisions of General Assembly resolution
34/225, every effort should be made to absorb the costs
associated with the establishment of the position of
Secretary-General of the World Assembly on the Elderly
through existing resources and/or voluntary contribu-
tions, without prejudice to the regular programme of
social development activities and the proposed activities
for the Assembly, as outlined by the Secretary-General
in his report;>*

3. Recommends that the General Assembly should
approve the proposals of the Secretary-General regard-
ing the World Assembly on the Elderly and should:

(@) Aauthorize the Secretary-General to undertake
the measures required to implement these proposals;

(b) Decide to establish an advisory committee for
the World Assembly on the Elderly composed of not
more than twenty-three Member States, designated by

5¢ A/35/130.
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the Chairman of the Third Committee of the General
Assembly after consultation with the different regional
groups, on the basis of equitable geographical distri-
bution;

(¢) Request the Secretary-General to convene the
advisory committee as early as possible in 1981 at the
Vienna International Centre, to ensure that the prepara-
tions for the World Assembly on the Elderly shall be
well under way by early 1981 and to advise him on all
matters stated in his programme;

(d) Request the Secretary-General, in consultation
with Member States, to prepare a draft international plan
of action in time to be considered by the advisory
committee;

(¢) Request the Secretary-General to take the neces-
sary steps before, during and after the World Assembly
on the Elderly to bring to public attention the issues be-
fore it, as well as its deliberations and recommendations;

(f) Call upon Governments, specialized agencies,
regional commissions and non-governmental organiza-
tions to participate fully in the preparatory work for the
World Assembly on the Elderly and in the Assembly
itself;

() Recommend that specialized agencies which are
particularly concerned with a broad area within the pur-
view of the World Assembly should designate staff mem-
bers to serve as focal points to ensure full co-operation
and co-ordination with the Secretariat;

(A) Request the regional commissions to give the
fullest possible co-operation to the Secretary-General in
the preparations for the World Assembly on the Elderly
and to convene regional meetings in order to promote
national and regional activities in this field;

() Request the World Assembly on the Elderly to
submit, if possible, such proposals and recommendations
as it deems appropriate to the General Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session;

4. Requests that an item entitled “World Assembly
on the Elderly should be included in the provisional
agenda of the thirty-sixth session of the General Assem-
bly and that the Secretary-General should prepare a
progress report on the preparations for the World
Assembly.

22nd plenary meeting
2 May 1980

1980/27. Ad Hoc Working Group on the Social As-
pects of the Development Activities of the
United Nations

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1979/45 of 11 May 1979 on
the establishment of an Ad Hoc Working Group on the
Social Aspects of the Development Activities of the
United Nations,

Having taken note of the preliminary report of the
Ad Hoc Working Group,*®

Recognizing that the recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Working Group would have programme budget, admini-
strative and other implications relating to the work of
the United Nations and its specialized agencies,

Recognizing also the complexity of the task of making
recommendations for improvements in dealing with the
social aspects of development within the United Nations,
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