Taking into account the discussion in the Committee
on Natural Resources at its sixth session on the report
of the Group of Experts on Definitions and Termi-
nology for Mineral Resources’ appointed by the Secre-
tary-General pursuant to Council resolution 1954 B
(LIX) of 25 July 1975,

1. Endorses the report of the Group of Experts on
Definitions and Terminology for Mineral Resources;

2. Notes that the Group of Experts did not deal
with the problems of definition and terminology relat-
ing to mineral production and consumption;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to review pres-
ent practices in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations in reporting, compiling and pub-
lishing statistics on mineral production and consump-
tion, including statistics on secondary recovery of
metals;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to convene
subsequently a group of experts, whose members
should be selected on an equitable geographical basis,
to develop a common set of definitions and terminology
that could be used for the reporting, compilation and
publication by the United Nations of statistics on min-
eral production and consumption, including secondary
recovery of metals;

5. Further requests that the group of experts to be
appointed should present the results of its work in the
form of a report to be submitted to the Committee on
Natural Resources at its eighth session.
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1979/73. Intergovernmental Conference on
Strategies and Policies for Infor-
matics: report of the Director-General
of the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the report of the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization on the Intergovernmental
Conference on Strategies and Policies for Informat-
ics,” which was submitted to the Council pursuant to
its resolution 1978/43 of 1 August 1978 on the appli-
cation of computer science and technology to develop-
ment,

Aware of the importance of informatics and its many
applications to social and economic development,

1. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization, in co-operation with
the Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics, to con-
tinue to carry out programmes adopted by them in
support of the recommendations of the Intergovern-
mental Conference on Strategies and Policies for In-
formatics;

2. Requests the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination to continue to give attention to effective
co-operation and the co-ordination of programmes to
assist Member States, with a view to enabling them to
take full advantage of the possibilities offered by in-
formatics for furthering their social and economic
development;

3. Decides to take note of the report of the Inter-
governmental Conference and to bring it to the atten-
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tion of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development.
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1979/74.

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 2111 (LXII) of 4 August
1977 and 1978/42 of 1 August 1978,

Recognizing that consumer protection has an im-
portant bearing on ecconomic and social development,
as well as on the health, safety and welfare of the
people of all countries,

Recognizing further that international co-operation
in this area is important in promoting the economic
and social development of developing countries,

Tuking into account the importance of having avail-
able all public information on prohibitions and restric-
tions applying to consumer goods exported to other
countries,

Convinced that in their efforts to prevent the pro-
motion of products dangerous to human health, safety
and welfare, States should consider the importance of
regulating advertising to that end,

Recognizing that in view of the importance of pre-
venting damage which may be caused to human health,
safety and welfare by consumer products, States should
consider the appropriatc regulation of, inter alia, those
commercial practices of enterprises, including those of
transnational corporations, which are harmful to the
interests of consumers,

1. Takes note of the interim report of the Secretary-
General on consumer protection;™

2.  Requests all organizations of the United Nations
system to take into account, in the elaboration of pro-
grammes in their respective areas of specialization, the
preliminary list of options contained in the interim re-
port of the Secretary-General on consumer protection
and based on the “eight broad areas of technical assis-
tance™ listed in the rcport of the Secretary-General
entitled “Consumer protection: institutional arrange-
ments and legal measures™™ and to report to the Secre-
tary-General on their action in this connexion;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, drawing upon
all United Nations organs, agencies and programmes
concerned, and on the regional commissions, to pre-
pare, within the existing financial resources, a compre-
hensive report on consumer protection which would
include, inter alia, proposals for adequate standards
and other measures on consumer protection which
States could consider adopting, taking into account in
particular the concern of developing countries with the
issues of consumer protection related to trade and
development, to include in the report his proposals on
the organizational arrangements envisaged for carrying
out work on consumer protection within the United
Nations system, and to submit the report to the Coun-
cil at its second regular session of 1981;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a
progress report on the action undertaken in pursuance
of paragraph 3 above to the Council at its second
regular session of 1980.

Consumer protection
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