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I. INTRODUCTION

I. 1tte General Assembly, by its resolution 34/L8O of 18 December Lg7g, beirg
convinced of the necessity to ensure the universal recognition in law and in fact
of the principle of equallty of men and nqnen, adopted and opened for signature,
ratification and accession the Convention on the Elimination of AII Erorms of
Discrimination against glqnen and expressed the hope ttrat the Convention would be
signed and ratified or acceded to without delay and would come into force at an
early date. Ttre Secretary-General, on the reconunendation of the Economic and
Social Council in its resolution L98O/34, was reguested to present the text of the
Convention to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women held at
Copenhagen from 14 to 18 JuIy 1980, for its infornation and to submit to the
@nera1 Assembly at its ttrirty-fifth session a report on the status of the
Convention.

2. By its resolution 35/L4O of tl December 1980, the General Assembly, having
noted the retrrcrt of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention
(A/35/428), expressed its great satisfaction that since the adoption by the General
Assembly in December 1979 of the Convention, '19 Member States had signed and 9
!,lenber States acceded to or ratified the Convention. The General Assembly invited
States which had not yet become Parties to the @nvention to sign and to ratify orto accede to itr and reguested the Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at
its thirty-sixth session a relnrt on the status of the convention.

3. By its resolution 36,/131 of 14 December l9gl, the General Assembly, having
noted the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention (p/36/295
and Md.l), expressed its appreciation for the significant number of Member States
which had already ratified or acceded to the Convention and welconed with great
satisfaction the entry into force of the Convention on 3 September 1981. The
Assembly also noted ttre important number of Member States which had signed the
Convention and invited all States which had not yet done so to become parties to
the Convention by ratifying or acceding to it and reguested the Secretary-ceneraL
to subnit to the General Assenbly at its thirty-seventh session a report on the
status of the Convention.

4. ltte Colrunission on the Status of hlomen at its twenty-ninth session also
considered the Conventlon. Or the reconunendation of the Comnission the Economic
and Social Councilr at its first regular session of L982, adopted resolution
L982/L7 0 in which it welcqned with great satisfaction the entry into force of the
Convention on 3 September 198I, urged @vernments that had not yet become parties
to the Convention to ratify it or accede to it, expressed its interest in the
earliest possible co[ulencement of the work of the Corunittee on the Elinination of
Discrirnination against l'ilonen, requested the Secretary-ceneral to transmit the
report of the Conunittee to the Corunission on the status of Women for its
infonnation and recomnended ttre Secretary-General to consider a concerted
information effort to spread knowledge regarding the Convention (E/L982/L4,
E/cTtr.6/L982/ 4't .
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II. STATUS OF THE ONVE}.ITIOT{

5. lltte Convention was opened for signature in tilew York on I March 1980. trn
accordarrce wittt article 27, paragratr*r l, of the Convention, it entered into force
on 3 Siptember 1981, on the thirtiettr day after the date of deposit with the
Secretary-General of the tlrited li&ations of the twentieth instrument of ratification
or accession.

6. As at 30 ilune L982' the Convention had received 88 signatures, 37 of which had
been follooed by ratification, and 2 States had acceded to the Convention, bringing
the total nunber of ratifications and accessions to 39.

7. Ihe list of States which have signed and ratified the Convention, as well as
the dates of their signatures, ratifications and accessions is contained in annex I
to the present report. since 5 August 1981, the last date on which lhe
Secretary-General reported on the ,status of the Convention (N36/295 and Md.l),
the States ttrat have signed ttre Convention are Benin and Greece. Since that date,
ttroee that have ratified or acceded to the Convention are Austria, Bhutan,
Bulgaria, Canada, Oolombia, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Etlriopia,
Iao Peoplers Denocratic Republic, Nicaragua, Panama, Romaniar Sri lanka, uruguay,
Viet t€m and Yugoslavia. A number of those States have also nade reservations at
the tfune of ratification or accession and the texts of those reservations appear in
annex II.

III. ELEETTON OF THE MEMBM,S OF TITE @IIIIITTEE ON TIIE
ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST VIOI,IEN

8. In accordance with article 171 lnragraph 1, of the Convention, a Conunittee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against l,iqnen of 23 experts has been elected at
the first lheting of State Parties to the Convention on 16 Aprit 1982 at United
tihtions Headquarters in New York.

g. At that !{eetingr whete 36 States Parties }rere represented, all 23 candidates
noninated by the States Parties to the Convention obtained the required absolute
najority of votes. Ste names and countries of the elected Conunittee members are
found in annex IIf.

10. llhe Comnittee on the Elimination of Discrinination against lilomen, established
under artlcle 17, paragraptr lr of the Convention 'for the purpose of considering
the progress made in the implementation of the Convention" will hold its first
session in 1982 to soLve procedural. guestions and its second session in 1983 to
consider national reSnrts on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other
rEasures which States Parties have adopted to give effect to ttre provisions of the
Convention and on the progress made in this respect.

1I. According to article 2L, trnragraph I, of the Convention, the Connnittee wiII
relnrt annually to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council.
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List of States which have signed' ratified, or
acceded to the Convention

14 August 1980
L7 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
24 JuIy L980
17 iluly 1980
Il ltlovember 1981
17 July 1980
30 May 1980
17 JuIy J.980
31 ltlarch 1981
17 July 1980

Date of receiPt of
the instruments of

Ilate of signature ratification or accession

P{37/349
English
Annex I
Page I

State

Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados
Belgiun
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bulgaria
Brazil
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet

Canada
Cape Verde
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Czechoslovakia

Denmark
Dominica
Ibninican &public
Ebuador
E9v?t
EI Salvador
Ettriopia
Finland

17 July 1980

17 July 1980
17 JuIy 1980
17 iluly 1980
29 JuIy L980
17 JuIy 1980
5 lbrch 1980

17 July 1980

17 July 1980
15 September 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
16 July 1980
14 November L980
8 JuIy 1980

17 July 1980

31 March 1982
16 October 1980

31 August 1981

8 February L982

4 February 198I
10 Decenber 1981
5 December L980 a/

4 tibvenber 1980
19 January L982

17 July 1980
16 February 1982

15 Septenber 1980

9 November 1981
18 September 1981
19 August I98I
L0 September 1981

SociaList Republlc 17 JuIy 1980

Democratic Kampuchea 17 october 1980
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State

France
Gabon
Gambia
German Derpcratic Republic
Germany, Ebderal Republlc of
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guinea
Qrinea-Bissau
Guatemala
Gtiyana
Ha iti
I{onduras
Hungary
fceland
fndia
fndonesia
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Lao Peoplers lbmocratic

Retrublic
Iesotho
Luxembourg
Madagascar
l,hxico
lbngolia
l{etherlands
lillew Zealand
Nicaragua
lbrway
Panama
Peru

Ilate of signature

).7 JuIy 1980
17 JuIy 1980
29 iluly 1980
25 June 1980
17 iruly 1980
17 July 1980
2 !6rch 1982

17 July 1980
17 Juty 1980
17 July 1980
8 June 1981

17 July 1980
17 July 1980
11 June 1980
6 June 1980

2'l JuIy 1980
30 .luly 1980
29 iruly 1980
17 iruly 1980
17 July 1980
17 JuIy 1980
17 July 1980
17 iluly 1980
3 tbcember 1980

L7 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 July 1980
17 iluly 1980
17 July 1980
l7 JuIy 1980
26 June 1980
23 July 1981

Ilate of receipt of
the instruments of

ratification or accession

9 July 1980

t7 July 1980
20 iluly l98l

22 December 1980

14 August 1.981

23 t'larch 1981
20 July 198I

27 October 1981
21 l{ay 1981
29 October 1981



State

Philippines
PoIand
Portugal
bmania
Rnanda
Senegal
Strnin
Sri Lanka
Saint Vincent and

the Grenadines
Sweden
ltrnisia
tlganda
tlcrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
ttnion of Soviet

Socialist Republics
thited Kingdom of

Great Britain and
lbrthern Ireland

tlhited Republic of Tanzania
United States of Anerica
uruguay
Venezuela
Viet tilan
Yugoslavia
Zaire
zanbia

Date of signature

15 .IuIy 1980
29 !'tay 1980
24 April 1980
4 September 1980
I !4ay 1980

29 JuIy 1980
17 JuIy 1980
17 July 1980

7 l4arch 1980
24 Juty 1980
30 JuIy 1980

17 .Iuly 1980

17 July 1980

22 JuIy 1981
I-7 JuIy 1980
17 JuIy 1980
30 l4arch 1981
17 JuIy 1980
29 JuIy 1980
17 JuIy 1980
17 July 1980
17 JuIy 1980
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Ilate of receiPt of
the lnstruments of

ratification or accession

August 1981
July 1980
July 1980
January 1982
!4arch 1981

october L98l

August L98L g/
JuIy 1980

llarch L98I-

January 1981

October L981

February 1982
February 1982

5
30
30

7
2

4
2

L2

23

I7
26

lbtes

e/ Accession.
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ANNEX II

Reservations made at the time of ratification a/

AUSTRTA

[Original: English]
[31 March t9g2]

Austria reserves its right to apply the provision of article 7 (b), as far as
service in the armed forces is concerned, and ttre provision of article 11, as far
as night work of wotnen and special protection of working nomen is concerned, within
the linite established by national legislation.

BUIGARIA
lOriginal: EngIishl

[8 February 1982]

does not consider itself bound by the
of the Convention.

CZECSOSLOVAKIA

loriginal: EngLish]

116 February J.9821

lltre Czectroslorrak Socialist Republicr in accordance wittr paragraph 2,
article 29, of the Convention on the Elinination of ALI lbrns of Discrimination
against lilcmen, does not consider itself to be bound under paragraph L of its
article 29. In the opinion of Czechoslovakia, any disputes concerning the
interpretation or implementation of this Convention should be solved by direct
negotiations between the trnrties to the dispute or in another manner to be agreed
upon by the trnrties to tJte dispute.
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EGYPT

lorlglnal: Arabicl
[18 Septerber 198U

Article 9

1. Reservation to the text of artlcle 91 lnragraph 2, concerning the granting of
women of equal rights with men wlth restrnct to the nationality of their children.
This must be wittrout prejudlce to the aoquisition by a child born of a marriage of
the nationality of his father. llhiE is in order to Prevent a childrs acguisition
of two nationalitles, since this may be preJudicial to his future. It is clear
that the childrs aoquisition of hls fatherrs nationality is the procedure most
suitable for ttre child and that this does not infringe upon the principle of
equality between men and rtctrnenr since it is the custqn for a wotnan to agree, on
marrying an alien, that her children shall be of the fatherrs nationaLity.

ArEicle 16

2. Reservation to the text of article 16 concernlng the equality of men and vrornen

in alt natters relating to marrlage and tanily relations during the marriage and
utrnn ite dissolution. ilhis must be wittrout prejudice to the Islamic Sharia
provisions whereby women are accorded rights equivalent to those of their spouses
so as to ensure a just baLance between tbem. llttis is out of restrrect for the
sanctity deriving from firn religious beliefs whictt govern marital relations in
Egypt and whictr may not be called in questlon and in view of the fact that one of
ttre most funportant bases of these relations is an equivalency of rights and duties
so as to ensure complenentarity whictt guarantees true equality between the strnuses
and not a quasi-equality tfiat renders ttre marriage a burden on Ehe wife. ltttis is
because ttre provisions of the fslamic Sharia lay down that the husband shall trny
bridal tnoney to ttre wife and naintain her fully out of his mn funds and shall also
make a lnlrnent to her utrnn divorce, whereas the wife retains full rights over her
property and is not obllged to spend anything on her keep. The Sharia therefore
restricts ttre wife's rights to divorce by naking it contingent on a judgers ruling,
n'hereas no such restriction is laid dmn in the case of the husband.

Artlcle 29

3. :ltre Dgyptian delegation rnalntains the reservation contained in article 29,
trnragraph 2, concerning tlte right of a State signatory to the Convention to declare
that it does not consider iteelf bound by trnragraph I of that article concerning
ttre submission of any arbitral body of any dispute which may arise between States
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention. This is in order
to avoid being bound by the system of arbitration in this field.
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General reservation on article 2

4. Egypt is wi11in9 to
such ccnpliance does not

comply witfi the content of
run counter to the Islamic

this articlel provided that
Sharia.

EL SAI,VADOR

IOriginal.: Strnnish]

[19 Augusr ].9811

lltte Government of E[ Salvador made a reservatlon with regard to the
applicatlon of the provisions of article 29, paragraph l of the Convention.

ETHIOPIA

[Original: English]
[10 Septenber l98tl

In ratifying tfie said Convention, Socialist Ethiopia does not consider itself
bound by paragraph I of article 29 of the Convention.

RO,TANIA

[Original: Englishl
[7 ilanuary f9821

I. Itre Socialist &public of Romania states that it does not consider itself
bound by the provisions of artic,Le 29, paragraptr I, of the Convention, whereby any
dispute between tlto or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of the Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the
reguest of one of them, be submitted to arbitration.

2. bnania believes that such disputes may be submitted to arbitration only wlth
the consent of all States parties to the dispute, for each strncific case.
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VIET NEII
Ioriginal: Frenchl

[17 February 19821

Ihe tbclalist Fpublic of Viet llan will not be bound by the provisions of
trnragraptr I of article 29.

g/ For previous reservations see N35/428, annex II, and A/36/295, annex II.
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Nane

l'!s. Aleksandra Pavlovna Biryukova

Countrv

Inrion of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Canada

Philitrpines
Ecuador

G'ryana

Mexico

l{ongolia
lftrgoslavia

Sri Lanka

Ilungary

uruguay

Panama

China

Portugal

Rwanda

Viet llam

Sweden

German Denpcratic Republic

Bulgaria
PoIand

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

I{s.

I{s.

li{s.

lls.
!16.

Ms.

!{s.

Ms.

It{s.

Ms.

Ms.

Mr.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

t'larie Caron

Irene R. Cortes

Graciela Escudero lbscogo
Shirley Field-Ridley
Aida Gonzales Martlnez
Luvsandanzangyn Ider
Zagorka r1i6
Vinitha ilayasinghe

Vanda Ianun

Raquel l,lacedo de Sheppard

Lia Patino de l{artfnez
Guan Minquian

!{aria Margarida de Rego da Costa
Salema tbura Ribeiro
Iandrada Mukayiranga

lfguyen l{goc Dung

ilohn Nordenfelt
Eatittr Oeser

VesseLina Peytcheva

t'taria Regent-Iechwicz
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Name

!!s. Rakel Surlicn
!b. tGrvat Iallany
l{s. Bther Veliz de Villalvilla

Oountrv

lbrway

Arab &ptrblic of ESypt

Cuba




